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Ir  feeaaMome  thattlbemtelHgempiirtof  thelriih 

nation  have  v  a  ;  right,  before  they  decide  upou  a 

tnatcer  in.  whi^h  their  mod  valuable  interefts  are' 

involved^  to  expe£l  that  it  fhould  receive  the  am^ 

pled,  and{ mod:,  complete  difcuQion^t  I^q  ^trgumjBQt 

fiiould  reiqain  umotiched^  up  objedioo  be  left 

unanfwered,r  ivhich  can  throve  light  upon  a  qurf- 

tion  of  fuch/ingutar  importance,  a$  that  which  now 

engager,  and^  iii^^d  agitates  the  publick  rn^id* 

Under  the  iippuMIipn  of. chii  i^timent,  I  fit  dow^ 

/or  the  purpofe  of  >  addreifitig  through  you  to  my 

CQ^mrym^n,  fach*obferyati<ms  on  the  queftion  <if 

Unbn,  as  have  been  fuggefted  to  me  by  the  pe- 

rufal  of  a  Speech  lately  publifhed  as  yours,  in  the 

Publin  and  Anti-Union  Evening  Foils*  * 

B  For 

.  *Of  Saturday  Jao.  tSth,  iSoo.  I  da  oot  ondertaketo  aiil« 
nudvert  on  any  thing  whi^h  fell  firom  Mr.  Grattan  in  ParUattent» 
but  oalyjon  thofe  pofitiong  which  have  been  publilhed  in '  the 
newfpapcrs  under  the  landion  of  hig  na0e» 


i  For  mzm  a^  i&ofe  wh^ait  oft^tb*  ilad-Uaioii^ 
fide,  I  feel  the  mod  fincere  refped ;  and'  look  on^ 
them  to  be  fuch  ftaunch  irieads  ta  Britiih  coiu 
iiexion^  tliat  I  an  perfoaded  thtre  moflrbemome&ls 
when  (hey  dotsBt  the  acpedieficy  of  an  oppbfition, 
in  which  the  word  enemies  of  Ireland  concur  t 
momenta^  when  they  almojc  recognize  the  faluta* 
py  tendencies  of  a  meafure,  againft  which  iepa-^ 
ratifts  ha?e  raifed  d»<ir  voices, .  to  a  lOan^ 
.  i  do  not  cetirufe,  t  aBpplaud,  the  gi^nerotts  fl^ 
orifice  which  they  make,  in  noit  witlKfrawiog  that 
fupport  which  ffaey  think  cfue  to  a  jbA  caufe^ 
though  contaminated  by  the  fufpicious  advo^- 
catiftn  of  treafoii.  But  I  w^n  them,  diey  are 
miftaken^  the  caufe  to  whkh  they  wtp  inad- 
vertently lending  their  affiftance,.  is  the&me  which 
^ey  h^«  fiylaitely  d^^6d  ift  ijie^  ftdd.  If  they 
4oM«  tMi  M  them  look  to  tbe  ^iUes  whom  tb^y 
li^4  gsDied  1  fet'th^ni  aft  i^iemfelves  if  the  ztel 
x^ikh  iA^ii  H6«c€(nifederatts^e^cev  eooUbe  ex« 
iSmAbf  a«rf  pr«%«af ftd]%  of  fe^ration? 

^liefe'Y^i^ltmAhav^  idftftfibiy^l^  mt  away ; 
th^h  fM^tfittb  tildes  which  can  be  deemed/ 
foMliglV,  dt  i^diev^M :  I  fhall  now  enter,  \rith. 
4tf¥  fafthe^^  pfne&c^,  vpon  the  talk  which  t 
tkttf6  jiMifUkm^  iiii  proceed  with  my  eicainito- 
tlVnr  bf  your  j^rint^d  f^h^,  together  widi  fucl^ 
ttMtmtt  i^nmA  to  it;  and  to  my  ful^.  But 
iMfoffif  t^eifgag^  in  that  ftte  difci^o^  which  ts 
b^d^me,  it  inlay  be  right  A^t  I  fiiould  difdaiiA 
all  intefitk»'4f  giving  yoi^  perJ€»ial  offence.  I 
%aVe  nothing  to  do  with  your  motives  or  defigns  ^ 
Md  your  fniend^  have  my'  pemiiiEbn  to  balance, 
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:tf  dicy  om,  ii^bat^wn*  ^(Meijom  may  litre  doao, 
lyith  die  go^d  niiic^  fon  imMded:  I  ftatt 
.^i^rely  iii49J||£9  k}  ^l^ofis  niimdverfioM  on  the 
tefide^des  of  jf^  pcdilktfL  i:ofi4ud,  to  which 

Tau  oficn  yp^r  aitapk  ou  {he  meafure  which  i 
kippott^  with  a  muliitude  of  .^fiertioasy  wfakh^  as 
.^y  avf  ji^arly^pA4y[K>]i«d,  I  perfiHule  myfelf 
:(bat  it  wiU^iot  be  difficult  ^^  to  rout. 

^  The  Biiiifli  l^inifter''.  you  inform  U8«  ^^  dt« 
^5  dares  his  intoleraiHie  <€|  that  parliamentargr 
"^  cwS^i^iti^  wi»Qh  he  ordered  idie 

4evc|ral  V^eroys  io-celeJ^<^ :  mw  f  nmouac- 

ipg  th^it  eftabtiftfM^  to  I>e  a  mifisrable  in^r- 

^  le^St  in  d«^iice:  of  whiiph  he  reoomtnended 
^^  the  Freocfa  ww^  aa4  |o.  whkhhe  fwate  the 

Sir^  4lu8  l9«Pt  fi^l  Mr.  £itt.u  fo  &r  frcmi  de- 
faring  hi$  ^tDfanntiicif^Qf  ^a^:  caAftkutsop,  vUcfe 
/tie  )m  €Q9cttrQ^  ki  iciHOiifteiidftfig,  that  he  iecSp, 
by  At  pToS^ei  ii«ioA^  ^  fffitUtA  k  igmA  Ac 
i0toler»ce  of  AoCe^  wk»  mgh(  |>refer  an  cftab- 
Jii(b«iem*oai  iheflnemeb  m^d^l ;  nay  he  more  than 
endures  the  ind^endence.  4vkich  makes  a  part  of 
jthat  eoaiWiitttioii  t  he  ha»  •exprefeiy  recognized  it, 
mA  a6led  on  ^^  recognitie^ ;:  iie  has  irepeafiedfcjr 
and  atpliciiiy  admowlej^d  ^  ^CjC»^t<»ae  of 
fihe  BtinOh  Ine^ature  to  Jbind  xhis  country  to  m 
vmoo^  sokI  the  competmoe^^Mtr  PatliamenttoM- 
^ed  the  pn^piifel;;^  iafomnch  ^at  though  ^i^  AwM 
jfoke  fo  narrow  n  ^ew  ef  tfaeiub^,  as  iiaJoofc 
10  no  part  of  the  conlUtution  of  Ireland,  but 

that 


A^  vMch  r^c»la(€&^ite  relations  ^ifh  Great  Bri-  v 
tains  we  (hould  y^  be  juftified  in  iiflferti&g  thi? 
confiftency  of  Mr*  Pitt ;  and  infifting  that*  Ac 
condud  of  the  Eiigtiih  Government,  with  rer 
fped:  to  union,  ha^  not  only  amounted  to  a  tp- 
^erance,  btit  to  a  ftrong  affertion  of  the  indepen- 
dence  which  we  acquired  in  1782. 

;Pat  the  Britifli  Minifter  has  at  lip  time  ap- 
plauded the  diftinflnefs,  which  he  riow  recom- 
mends  us  to  abolifli.      His  eulogy 'Applied  to 
principles  which  union  will  leave  unimpaired  :  tp 
theories  which  union  willnreduce  to  praS^icfe.  tie 
extolled  the  excellencies  of  thie  Settlement  of  1782 ; 
and  left  it  to^  more  depraved  (Fatefnleh  to  cele- 
brate its^  defe&fi :  he  admired  in  it' the  bloflbni 
whi^h  >  Ihould '  ripen  into  '  union ;   while  others 
praifed  the  canker  which  threaten-'d'  fepariltioYi. 
So  far. from  commending  the  britftenei^  of  bur 
icbmre^ion,  I  firmly  bdievcf  that  the  Britifli  Mi- 
mfter  hkd  it  in.  contemplation,  ^t  that  periodf,  to 
att^pt  the  fenid^ring. this  connexion- lefs  preca- 
rious. '^  Meantime  hie  did  not  call  on  us  to  rejoice 
that  we  were  diftinS; ;   but,  bemg  dilltii^,  to  be 
'  thankful  that  we  were  independent* 
.  If  our  Viceroy*  celebrated  the  Oonftitution  of  . 
17^^,  it  was  not  fo^  any  qualities  which  union 
'  will  •  dcftfoy .    They  contrafted  it  with  that  •  de- 
grading  fyftem  which  had  gone  before  ;  not  with 
the  preferable  arrangement  which  is  to  come: 
and  perhaps  in  no  point  of  view  wpuld  it  have 
been  more  delervihg  of  celebrfidon,  thim  if  it 

/  ■  weie' 


Were-'cbhfidfered  as  preliminary  to  the  raeaftire 
ivhicli  is  'kov^  propofed  for  our  acceptance. 

TKat  \  eftabliflimen^ .  which  •  was  the  real  objcfli 
of  the  Minifter's  panegyric,  lie  is  fo  far  froin. 
now  pronouncing  to  be  a  irilferable  imperfed:ion^ 
that  oh  the  contrary  the  icventi  which  have  lately 
pi^flibd  Hn  Europe  have  but  ferved  to  encreafe  its 
title  to  his  admiration.  He  has  feen  the  lefibns 
of  ages  cotifprefled  into  the  narrow  period  of  a 
few  years^  and  mankind  enabled  to  learn  that 
froqi  their  bwn  experience,  which  it  had  hereto- 
fore bcea  tlie  provfnce  of  hi  (lory  to  teach.  The 
foil  of  anarohy  has  made  the  luftre  of  oiir  eftablifh- 
ment  more  apparent ;  and,  as  in  1793  ^^^  French 
war  was  undertaken  in  its  defence,  in  1800  th^ 
Unioff  is  recomcaended  for  its  proteaibn.      • 

Fear  mbt,  my  good  Sir;  that  the  bath  of  the 
yeomanry  ifcbtild  ftanfd  bttween  that  loyal  body 
and  the  godd  pf  their  country.  ThoFe  who  have 
not  taken  the  obligation^  may  be  fexcufed'iF'they 
are  igncn'aht  of  its  tenor  and  efFcft.  Tbofe  who 
have,  do' not  require  to  be' informed  that  thte 
King,-  Lords,  and, Commons  form  the  Legiflature 
of  this  country :  that  the  afts  of  this  aflembly 
are  the  law  of  the  land )  and  that  by  the  princi- 
pies  of  that  Conftitution,  which  as  jreomen  and 
fttbjefts  ithey  are  fworn  to  mainitain,  the  fove- 
rcign  Parliament,  (howcvier  diffimilar  the  two 
ftatutes  may  be)  is  as  competent  to  ena£t  aq. 
union,  as  a  tbad-bilK 

l^oUowing  in  your  (legs,  and  pretending  to  no 
better  arrangement  than*  that  which  the  fpeech 

that 


ibat  I  am  avfweriog  has  prefcr^d,  X  iiow  atteoi 
you  to  a  ftthje&  on  whidi  you  are  eotUled  to  be 
heard :  I  mean  the  £ssd  adj  ailment  of  x7&2. 

You  ma&:e  two  charges  "againft  the  3ritUh 
Mtnifter :  firft  you  charge  him  vith  difclaiming 
the  fettlement  of  1 78 2  }<— and  (ecoadly ,  vith  maia- 
taimng  that  this  adjuftmeat  was  no  more  than  an 
incipient  train  of  negoiiatioa. 

The  firft  branch  of  your  accufatUon  I  hold  to  \k 
tmfounded  \  and  as  to  the  ^rtion  ixdiich^  la  the 
Jecond  place,  you  haveWcribed  to  the  Minifter;,  I 
am  difpofed  to  think  it  is  otoe,  in  ivhich  the  bSnk 
mtt  bear  him  tmt. 

If  i  can  accon^ifii  the  re&ution  of  your  £rft 
charge,  without  controverting  tiie  ftatemeitt 
which  you  have  your&tf  made,  it  will  be  a  point 
liaioed :  for  by  agreeing  on  fa&s  and  premifles^ 
WiC  ihall  narrow  the  difcuilion,  and  piievent  a 
wafte  of  time.  *  This  k  therefore  what  I  {ball  at» 
tempt  to  do* 

But  I  fliall  in  the  ^rft  inftance  examine,  and 
^efideavour  to  get-  rid  of,  what  I  conceive  to  be 
&e  leaft  relevsuDt  and  concluiive  part  of  your  argu- 
menty  viz.  ttiat  which  confifts  in  a  denial  of  Mr« 
Pittas  aflertioR,  that^he  fettlement  of  178  a  was  a 
mere  (though  mod  important)  ftq>  in  negotiation : 
a  mere  article  in  the  intended  treaty  of  perpetual 
vqity  and  connexion  $  and  that  ^'  it  was  in  the 
*^  co^^^^cnplation  of  the  JBritifii  Government  of 
^  that  day  to  adopt  {amt/urtiiir.  meafurfu,  proper 

^  to 


^  to  firengthd^  the  coxumion  betweeu  the  tmo 
"  countries.*** 

Towards  difproving  the  truth  of  your  demal^ 
and  denienftrating  that  Mr.  Fitt  was  warratued  in 
his  poiition^  I  will  afk  of  any  candid  and  kteUir 
gent  man-*-^hether  the  following  Abort  ftatemeni 
would  not  fuffice  ? 

The  only  grievance  complained  of  by  Ireland^ 
which  it  was  the  province  of  England  to  re« 
drefs^  (all  the  reft  being  matter  for  our  own  in* 
ternal  regulation,)  was  that  which  confided  in  the 
claim  of  the  Britifh  Parfiament  ta  make  laws  for 
this  country.  This  claim  was  given  up,  in  the  way 
in  whidh  Ireland  herfelf  prefcrtbed,  by  the  repeal 
of  the  fixth  of  George ,  the  Firft  ;  f  and  after 
it  had  been  fc  furrenderedy-^^after  the  iingle  link 
of  our  dependence  had  been  thus  cut, — '*  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majefty  was  moved  and  trarried^ 
praying  him  to  take  fuch  further  pteafures  as  ta 
him  feemed  proper,  ta  fttengthentbe  connez* 
^^  ion  between  the  two  countries  :"  to  which 
address  ^^  his  l^jefty's  moft  gracions  anfwer, 
ftaling  that  he  would  tdkejuch  meqfures  aimigbt 
be  neceffaryfor  that  purpafej  w;as  delivered  to 
the  Houfe  by  a  gentleman,  who  then  filled*'  (an 
Jiigh  office  of  truft  in  adminiftration^  viz*)  "  the 
"  office  of  Secretary  of  State/' J 

If 

♦  ficeMr.Fitt'sfpecdioivThuriaayJatiUarf  ii,  17^. 

t  And  \ras  afterwards  to  the  fatssfkakn  ottte  noft  £)C19»- 
9iifl)|  furrender«d  by  tNe  ai^  of  xciHitfCMtkKu 
*  X  Mr.  Pitt'H  Ipccch. 
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If  the  above  fciiumfefation  of  iMifpf^jSiW 
feas,  (fads  "  public^  teg^iftered  anS  reconlBdV'  • 
as  any  on  whicii  you  <tah  rely,)  dots  ttbtfuC* 
tain   the  Britifli  Mihrftdr's  affcrtion,'  that  ifter 

*  .  •  •  • 

the    grievances  tvhich  Irelknd  cctopl^rirted    of 
had  been  redreflfed,  ^fttt  her  difputes'tiath  the 
fifter  country  had  been  adjuftedf,  it  ftill  **'was  ii{ 
•*  the  coriteitiplatioil  of  the  BritHh  Coveriirtrent 
•^  of  that  day,  to  adopt  foriie*  fiirther  mcafurcs 
•*  proper  tb  ftrengtbeft  the  connexion/*— I  foif  my 
part  cannot  conceivd  i^hat  i$  demonftration. 
'  The  fdphiffry  is  vain  and  pakry,  which  irifinWates 
that  a  fettlemeht  may  bot  be  completely  filial  to 
one  intent,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  ftridly  initk« 
tive  to  another :  it  is  an  'abufe  6f  r^afod,  as  well  as 
of  language,  to  infer  that  what  concludes  pafl:  contro* 
verfy,  mull  thereby  preclude  all  future  negotiation. 
'Ihe  valetudinarian,  who  by  medicine  bias  brought 
one  malady  to  a  conclufion,  is  not  precluded  from 
changing  his  regimen  to  improve  his  conftirution  ; 
tind  jp/event  his  being  attacked  by  another  dan- 
gerous difeafet  the  recovery  wtfich  a  man  fuffers 
in  our  coiirts  of  law,  or  the  fine  which  derives  its 
very  name  from  its  finality,  is  final  and  contlufive 
to  bar  a  former  entail,  while  it,  is  preliminary  to 
the  further  fettlement,  in  contemplation  of  which 
it  has  been  made,  and  which  is  to  provide  for  the 
future  comfort  of  the  fettlor,  and  his  defcendants. 
I  dwell  the  more  upon  this  topick,  becaufe  I 
wopld  preveat  the  poiSbility  of  its  being  attri* 
buted  to  thofe  whofe  opinions  I  efpoufe,  that  they 

doubt 

*  Mr.  Grattan'i  wordt. 


dbubt^feftltdiMtof  17^2  to  iukve  b««in  iinth 
b  tvottkl  hi  i^Util^iyfft>  iu&d  mirchie^ous,  to  deny 
that  i^tUtfieat  to  Wvd  b«^  »  final  and  irre<roea* 
ble  adjuftment  bf  all  preceding  di^iite^  betweeii 
the  tbudtfi^s  i  h\xt  it  is  bo  left  ibphiftical  and 
peitiieieud,  t&  pit¥en  this  finality  into  an  db^ 
ftacle  to  futtiidf  meafutes^  xrfaioh  the  legillatiird 
may  6dM  naieflaty  for  feduric^  the  permanence 
o^  the  coiinexioil :  ibd^afiinv^  vdiich,  fo  long  as 
they  do  not  impugnthe  pHnciple  whiph  Ireland 
then  afferted^  ar^  coitipatibie  with  the  fettlement 
^hiit  tbok-piaee  in  1782 )  spid  in  i^  degree  im« 
pede,  ot  rdftraiii  its  operation:  meafures  which 
that  fettlement  w^s,  in  my  opinion,  rather  cid^ 
culaied  to  fmooth  the  w4y  fot^  than  obftrud:. 

I  fiiall  not  defert  the  ilrong  ground  of  fad 
which  i  have  takai,  by  feeWing  the  probability 
ti^ich  thetei  was,  that  the  &*iti(h  government 
{faotlld  have  in  centemplatibn  that,  which  the  mii- 
niftet  fays^  they  had.  If  I  did,  I  itiight  enqiiire 
of  any  rational  man  whether^  eoniidering  the 
fit  nation  of  the  two  countries,  it  was  not  likely 
that  the  E^glilh  miniftry,  having  finally  ad- 
jtifted  the  queftion  of  Irifli  grievance^  fhould 
procefed.to  the  important  qocfftion  of  Britifh  con- 
nexion, atid  adopt  meafures  that  were  calcu- 
lated to  ft  rengfaten  and  fecure  it  ^  whether  they 
were  not  Ae  more  likely  to  do  fo,  if  the  control, 
which  had  been  juft  renounced,  (bdwever  offcA- 
five  it  might  be  to  this  country ,)>yet  tended,  wifli 
atl  its  faults,  to  jconfoiidate  the  empjire,  and  there- 
fore when  relinquiflied,  required  to  be  Cucceed^d 
by  the  fubftitution  of  a  fyftem,  more  compatible 
with  Irilh    honour,   and  equally  conducive  to 
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tlic  interefts  of  Britain  ? — ^But  thw  would  be  to 
trander  into  fuperfliiou^  inveftigation,  by  ihewin^ 
thM  to  be  probable^  s^hicbj  l^d  already  demon* 
ftrated  to  befaft.  ' 

•- .But  with  refpe£k  to  thi$,  as-s with  refpefi:  to  the 
other,  branch  of  your  accufatioii^:  Ig|  me  fee  how 
the  cafe^ftands,  even  on  your  own  ftatement. 

«  The  firft^traSs/'  you  fay,,  «  of  |he  adjuft^ 
tf:  ment  of  1782  were  two  meflageSy  fent  by 
**  bis  Majefty  to  the  Parliaraents  of  t^ie  different 
^^  countries:- '  in  other  words,  the  fettlement  of 
17 8 2. originated,  by  your  own  jadmiffion^  with  the 
advifers  of  the  crown  i:  that  is^  to  fay,  with  the 
Btitifh  adminiftration.^  New  one  woilild  fuppofe 
that,  towards  afcertaining  the  m^af^res  of  which 
any  plan  \^a8  intended  to  confift,  we  ihould  exa- 
mine the  condud  of  the  perfons  who  contrived 
it ;  and  if  we  do  fo  in-  the  prefent  cafe,  the  ad* 
•drefs  and  anfw^r  which  have  been  already  noticed, 
and  wbida  were  both  pofterior  to  the  repeal  of  the 
fixth  of  Geo.  I.  will  evince  the  truth  of  thcMi- 
nifter's  affertion-,  that  further  meafures  were  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  Government  of  that  day. 

But  again,  fuppofmg  (according  to  the  truth) 
diat  the  Britiih  Houfes  of  Parliament  were  parties 
to  this  tranfa£):ion^  then  what  appears  from  your 
own  Aatement  ?  that  having  determined  to  fur- 
render  their  claim  to  legiflate  for  this  country^ 
•  the  Britifli  Earliatoen*,,  in  the  fecond  place,  r^- 
folved  "  that  thexonnexion  between  the  countries 
•*  fhould   by  mutual  confent,   be  placed   on  a 

•*  iblid  and  permanent  foundation."  * 

Let 
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X^t  any  candid  man  attend  to  the  ii|\part  e>f 
this  refolution^i  and  iay  whether  he  can  contradiO: 
the  ftatement  df  Mr.  Pitt,  that  it  was  in  the  con* 
tempIaticHa  of  government  in  1782,  towards 
ftrengthening^  the.  connexion  between  the  coan- 
tries,  -to  adopt  rmeafuces  of  the  mature  of  that  which 
i$  now  proppfed.     ;   . 

But  you  tell  ^^us-that  the  addrefs  of  the  Irifh 
£artiainekit,  upon  the  co^iQd^ration  of  thefe  two 
fefolutions,  exprefsly  rejeds  the,  fecond. 
•  To  fupporjt  the  ftatement  which  you  have  fa 
boldly  inakle,  yoil  ihould  be.  able  to  read  from 
this  .ad^tefs,  what  I:confefs  would  be  a  very  ex« 
Iraordinary  paragraph,  viz.  that.it  was  the  hum- 
ble Opinion  of  his  JMajefty's  moft  dutifuU  and 
loyal  fubj^£|:8,  the  Irife  Lords  aijd  Commons  in 
Parliament  affembjedj  "-that  the  connexion  be- 
^  tween  the  countries  fhould  mt  be;  placed,  ]>y 
**  4autua^^.60llfe^t,:r^nta  permanent  foundation*- 
Such  a  paragraph/  I  admit,  would  have  fupport- 
ed  your  pofitiot),  that  the  addj-efsi^^rg/J/K-rejefted 
the  fecond  Bfitifh  refi:>lution. 

But  you  are  fo  far  from^fliewing  an  ^xprefs 
r^jefi^on, ,  thfkt^  you  are  utterly  unable  to  pro- 
duce  an  implied' pne;  Thfs  Iriih  Parliament,  you 
fey,  exprefsly  negatived  the  fecgnd  refolution  j  f^r 
they  faid  that  "^  they  conceived  the  Refolution 
'^  for  unqualified,  ^mconditional  Repeal  of  the 
**  fixth  of -Geo*  X.  to  be  a  ^eafdre  of  con- 
^*  .fummate  wifdom/'*  The  connexion  between 
your  premife  and  your  inference,  I  confefs,  I  am 
dull  enough  not  to  difcern  plainly. 

*'  May 

•  Mr.  Crrattan's  woixls. 


"  Miiy'it  pleafe  yc^ur  Majefty,  vm  ycrar^Afc. 
^^  in  Parliament  afietnbled,  concede  thi  rtpni 
^«  of  the  fixth  o(  Gedrge  the  Yivh  to  be  m  tex* 
^'  tremely  wife  meafur^  ;  andTHEkEFansit  hfo 
^^  plain»  (and  follows  fo  inevitably  fronl  the  pte« 
^^  miffes,)  that  the  connexion  betviReen  the  ^couii** 
^«  tries  Ihould  not  bjg  placed,  by  mutttal  toirfettt, 
^^  on  a  permanent  foundation,  that  we  ihdtl  not 
*•  trouble  your  Majefly,  byftafingfo  4dbwom'^' 
**  conclulion,  qt  by  more  ^plicitly  rejeSing  ttef^ 
^*  fecond  .Refoliition,  which  has  been  propofedifo? 
**  our  confideration.*'  Such  logick  might  be'par^ 
liafnentary ;  but  I  doubt  its  being  Arlft<>telian. 

But  I  am  digreffing  from  my  fubj^ft :  f» 
thou^  'yi9u  fhould  have  fucceeded,  Its  (Completely 
as  you  hkve  itailed,  infupporting  your  pofiti^n, 
that  the  Iriih  Parliament  haid  rejected  the  fecdnU 
Refolutibn  of  the  JBritift  Houfes,  yet  this  weUia 
|iot  difproVe'Mf.JPitt*8^ffertion,  that  further  mea- 
fures  were  in  the  contiemplation  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  that,  day  ;  ntor  would  it  diminifii  the 
Weight  of  that  evidence,  ^hich  the 'Englifhaddreft 
^nd  aiifwfter,  and  the  fecond  Refolution,  abuh- 
dantly  fupply  in  fupport  of  his  aifertibh*  It  would 
at  moft  prove  6xi\y  this,  thait  theternper  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  fil^nc^  with  whieh  their  P^rlia^- 
ment  paffed  this  rcfolvitidn  over, '  ihiade  it  necef- 
fary  that  Government,  cbntent  to  appeafe  the  jea- 
loufiesof  the  Irifli*  nation,  sltid  conciliate  theit  affec- 
tions  by  liberal  conceflion,  fhould  arreft  the  grand 
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i«p?rW  Xftttlcoxpnt  inits  .q^ept:,>B(J  pciftji^iU^ 
.confu^maHoo  :tp  >  mprfi  df&vpurabl^.  mwi^e:p,t. 

Ai^  wJjiat.a  jgeiieraus  fouodatipn^d  JSjig)aiid 

iay  I   ^Ry  the  ^rji  rcfoIutiQi\,  ihe  regi(l^r/?4  -her 

confent  that  Ireland  ibouJ(4.bp4rtdpReadeut.;  ;iud 

:^b«u^t€d  the  /^cond  to  the  new  tribunal,  which 

file    had  thus  liberally  ered:ed.    ,3he  lirft  im^ 

.1^  a.|4gh  vqpmra£U^  j)ower  j   aad  t^hpik  Jblieited 

:^  to  tceat unequal  terms.     QonOfUiuly  with  thic 

l^ncMT  vpf  tb^t  j^fj^jBritiih  refolation,  i^^h  had 

.^^r^BOtiaced  aU  .prcteafiqns  to  kgiilate  {or  Irel^pd,  • 

.^  fecond  ;a4a^itted    that    the  <o£i|ie;cioii  be« 

tween  itbecpuiuries  could  ojot  be  placed  qn^ 

'  .The  Jrifl?i^arliame9t  i4id  J^t  rejed  the  fecond 
}  jrefoJi^tijEW  jr  bjiit^  un^er  the  influeiijce  pf  fonne  0f  the 
"yarty  iifhrrfi  ^ihw    <preysUc^,  tf^fttly  pqftponed 
i^nfifnogv  asulis  iift^r  ^cotmtry  had  recooimeoded, 
on  meafures  that'*<D|ght*b$t<;aiculated  to  ftrengthen 
1^    CQpjReppiui.     They  withheld  that  oonfent^ 
.  whli:ih  tbjp  Hb^alit^y  of  Britaia  had  but  juft  tb^n 
.  Te^der^ed  7e<}ui6te  or  eiHtp.a<^iou& ;  and  prieferred 
rinhabitji^g^e.rpiii.s  of*  the  fabrick  which  tbey  had 
demolifhed,  to  buildii^g  a  fir^n  imperial  eftabUlQi- 
.  ;ii»ent  9P  4t$  rooiii :  whilA  the  fifter  <go9/i}ry  on  her 
parf^v^cffic^tiflg  tljMs  mdependeQce  which  £be  had 
cpffferre(^^  acquikfced  in  the  delay  of  th^t  iCooAlQi-r 
matioa  which  file  defired.  The.regency^  and  0091-^ 
3»ei:cial  prqppfitioi;i$  fojlpw^  .:   the  ^c«a:agtab  of 
french  j)rinciples  ibon  after  got  amo^gA  us ;  and 
feparatifts  have  been  long  demonftrating  the  truth 
9f  th^t  ppiniOD,  pro^Q^iKed  by  the  BrltifliLe? 
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^glflaturein  1785J,  (and  to  which  it  is  your  boaft 
that  our  Parliament  paid  no  attention  J  ^^  that  the 

<:onnexion  between  the  countries  ought^,  by 

mutual  confent,  to  be  placed  on  fqme  fblid  and 

permanent  foundation.** 

A  few  words  more  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeft, 
and  I  have  done. 

After  mentioning  tbat  paflage  in  the  Irifli  Ad- 
<lrefs.  Where  it  is  faid  that  ^'^we  conceive  the 
^^  refolution  for  the  unqualified,  unconditional 
^*  repeal  of  the  fixth  of  Geo.  I.  to  be  a  meafure 
<<  of  cohfummate  wifdom,**  you  'add  that  you 
***  drew  that  addrefs  j  and  introduced  thofe  woyds 
^*  exprefsly  to  exclude  any  fubfequent  qualifica- 
*^  tions,  or  limitations,  affe&ing  to  clog  or  reffrain 

the  operation  of  that  repeal,  and  plenitude  of 

theiegiflative  authority  of  our  IrilhParliantenti.*' 

This  paragraph  in  your  fpeech  I  coniider  as 
very  well  deferving  ©f  attention. 

The  objefl:,  you  tcM  us,  of  this  Irifli  addrefs  was 
;to  negative  the  fecond  of  the  Eritifli  refoluiions  ; 
and  with  this>  efpecial  view  was  that  pafTage  in« 
Produced,  in  which  the  wifdom  of  repealing  the 
declaratory  a£t  is  extolled. 

What  then,  (on  your  ftatement,)  was  the  qua- 
» lification  which  you  were  -defirous  to  exclude, 
and  which  you  were  apprehenfive  might  dog 
the  operation  of  the  repeal  f  The  placing  the 
^onnemm^  between  the  countries^  by  mutual  confenty 
i>n, a /did  and  permanent  foundation. 

This  was  the  limitation  which  you  were  fo 
anxious  to  exclude :  this  was  the  clog  *  on  Irilh 

independence. 
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independence,  xrhich  ybu  fieared :  this  was  tBr 
abridgment  c^  Iriih  legiflative  authority,  v^hich 
you  were  fo  iludious  to  avoids 

To  place  the  connexion  between  the  countries 
oa  a  firm  ^  and  permanent  foundation-— is,  by 
your  account,  to  reftrain  the  efficacy  of  the  repeal 
of  the  (ixth  of  Geo.  I.  and  abridge  the  legifla* 
tive  authority  of  Ireland. 

Sir,  you  may  have  advanced  thefe  doftrines 
rafiily,  or  I  may  have.miftaken  the  tendency  of 
your  pofitions  :' but  if  this  be  not  the  cafe, — if 
you  have  deliberately  made  the  affertions  which 
I  attributp  to  ydu,  and  have  afted  the  part 
which  you  defcribe,  then  to  me  you  appear  to 
have  fpoken  the  language,  and  (inadvertently 
I  prefume)  furthered  the  caufe  of  feparation* 

Thofe,  who  regarded  the  Independence  which 
we  acquired  in  17&2,  not  as  their  e;nd,  but  as  their 
means, — who  valued  it  not  as  a  grant  of  freedom, 
but  prepared  to  wield  it  as  an  inftrument  of 
feparation,— will  naturally  oppofe  all  meafures 
which  tend  to  ftrengthen  the  connexion  ;  and. 
muft  abhor  Union,  as  utterly  deftruftive  of  their 
hopes  :  to  them,  the  a£t  of  lannexation  will  feem 
a  clog  on  the  plenitude  of  Iri(h  legiflative  au- 
thority ;  and  while  they  declaim  on  the  finality 
of  the  adjuftment  to  which  we  h^ye  been  allud- 
ing, they  will  ig,  faft  agrep  with,  the  minifter, 
in  confidering  it  as  preliminary  and  defeftfVe : 
the  only  difference  between  them  will  be  this,— 
that  while  he  may   value  it  as  a  ftep  towards 

Union, 
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ftparitic^v  >  ^ 

I  call  not  dpoh  fuch  iriert  i  t  addi^ers  hot  tfiofe," 

i*hcf  reprefent  the  ptitent  conheiloti  rf  the 

cbcintries  as  a  ftate  of  fittotHereci  hbrtliity,  Urid 

iflutual  ititimidaribn  i^'Wh&  AtAve  the  ftfcurfty  of 

Irfetand  froin  hcf  pdwer  of  anft&ying  Btitalti;  and 

vaunt  our  cotdiality,  in  fotbearing  td  llHke  the' 

blot;^,  which    however  they  would   have  cdn- 

tiiiualiy  to  impend.    I  fpeak  nor  to  thdfe,  Whd  ^ 

itiingk  iiich  bitter  and  tepUlfive  dpftrinesi  with 

their  wheedling  rants  about'  ftahdlhg  dt  hllittg 

with  Cfeat  Britain.    I  addf-efs  myfel?  to  a  verf 

diffefent  defctiption  of  perfotis  2  I  call  upon  the 

well  aifeded  'men  of    Ireland,    the.  loyal   op* 

ponerits  of  the  meafure  now  proj)ofed,  to  attend 

to  the  language  df  theif  heW   aliiest;    and  reflft/ 

if  they  can,  their  arguments  "for  Union* 

I  tidW  proceed  to  difptove  the  charge  which 
you  have  brought  againft  Mr.  Pitt,  of  **  denying  a 

recorded  iid,  and  difclaiming    the  fiiial  ad* 

juftmentdf  1784  ;"-^and  in  order  to  preclude 
cohtrovei-fy  as  to  faAs,  and  to  fhorten  difcuffion» 
1  Ihali  keep  niy  jpromlfe  df  taking,  as  my  prfemifes,     - 
the  ftatement  which  you  have  made. 

Where  are  we  to  look  for  that  difclairtier,  which 
you  have  fo  d!f edly  ifcribed  td  the  Briti^  Mini- 
fler  ?  In  the  language  Which  he  ha&  ufed,  or  in' the 
conduct  which  he  has  piirfued  ?  If  I  examine 
his  expreflidns,  I  am  fofar  from  cifcovcring  there, 
any  denial  of  Irifli  Independence,  that  on  the  con- 
trary I  find  it  explicitly  acknowledged,  and  even 

ftrongly 
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fiirongiy  afferted.  I  find  the  Mmifter  declaring  him-^ 
felf  "  to  feel  and  know  that  the  Parliament^of  Ire- 
land poffelfsthe  power,  th^  entire  competence^  Xo 
accept  of,  ot  reje^^-  the  propofed  Union  :  "  that 
**  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Frifh  legiflature 
"  to  rejeft,  or  to  adopt  fuch  meafufes,  a&  may 
"  appear  to  theim  injurious,  or  beneficial/'* 
By  admitting  the  competence  of  the  Irifli  Par- 
liament to  decline  the  offer  which  !s  made  them, 
and  the  incompetence  of  a  Britifli  Legifla- 
ture  to  impofe  the  rfieafure  on  this  country, 
does  Mr.  Pitt  disclaim  the  final  adjuftment  of 
1782  ?-^What  more  did  we  acquire  by  that  fet- 
tlement  than  independence  ?  or  how  can  in- 
dependence be  more  unequivocally  recognifed  ? 
what  more  did  we  fh^ke  dff<  or  did  Britain  fuf- 
render,  than  the  competence  of  her  Parliament 
to  control,  or  bind  this  country  ?  and  ho^  could 
language  more  perfpicuoufly  record  this  eman* 
cipaiioti  upon  our  part,  or  this  furrender  upon 
hers,  th?in  has  been  done  by  the  expreffions  of 
Mr.  Pitt  ?  The  cafe  is  fo  clear,  that^the  plained 
queftions  form  my  premifles,  and  the  anfwers  oF 
every  rational  man  will  furnifli  my  conclufions. 

If  it  be  not  in:  his  language  that  we  can 
detcfl:  this  denial  of  the  fetilemerit  of  1782, 
which  you  fiave  thought  proper  to  charge  dn  the 
Britifli  Minifter,  let  us  next  enquire '  whether 
any  of  his  proceedings  amount  to  an  infradion  of 
that  folemn  cothpact. 

^       D'  ««  That 
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Thatrfettlement/*  you  fay;  ^^  eftabltfiie4  twcr 
grand  pofuions  :  firft  the  admiffion  of  the  lx\ibt 
claim,  to  be  legiflated  for  by  no  other  Parlia- 
ment, but  that  of  Ireland  :  fecondly,  the  finaU 
ity.  inipofed  upon  the  two  nations,  regarding 
*^  all  conditutional  projei9:s  affefitiug  e^ch  otber/* 
III  undertaking  to  admit  the  fails  on  ^hicb 
your  charge  18  grounded,  as  thpfe  fafts  are 
ftated  by  yourfelf,  I  of  courfe  did  not  bind  my- 
felf  to  acquiefce  in  all  your  inferences,  and  con* 
ftruftions.  It  therefore  becomes  ncceflary  that  I 
ihould  n^^ntion,  to  what  extent  I  agree  with  your 
account  of  the  artangement  of  r782. 

I  confider  it  to  have  eftabliflied  only  one  pofr- 
tion,  viz.  that  all  attempts  of  the  Britifli  Parlia- 
ment  to  legiflate  for  this  country  ihould  finally 
ceafe }.  and  Ireliand  be  thenceforth  bound  by  no 
afts  but  ihofe  of  her  own  Leg;iflature. 

Shew  me  that  Mr.  Pitt's  condu^  has  impugne^^ 
this  principle,  and  I  fhaH  admit  the  juftice  of 
your  charge  againft  him :  Prove  to  me  that 
tJnion  will  contravene  it,  and  I  fiiall  withdraw 
my  humble  fiipport  from  the  raeafurc. 

Let  us  take  a  fhort  view  of  the  tranfaftion  of 
1782  :  I  accept  of  ypUy  Sir,  for  my  guide,  in 
examining  its  parts. 

It  was  a  fin^i  adjuQment :  grafted*  But  of 
what?  Adjuftoient,  fettlemeni,  arrangement  are 
terms  of  rela^tipp,  and  imply  fomcrtiing  pre-ex- 
iftent :  fomething  which  is  to  be  adjufted,  fet,- 
thdg,   or  arranged.     T^he   tribunal   which  could 
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^idcidc,  where  no  queftion  was  before  them,  muft 
poffefs  faailties  which  lie  far  beyond  ,niy  com- 
prehenfiori.  , 

What  Was  in  controyerfy  betweeii  Great 
Britain  and  this  country  ?  The  coif^petence  of  a 
BritiSi  ParKament  to  legiflate  for  Ireland  :  a  Par- 
liament which  contained  no  peer  fitting  in  right 
of  bis  Irirti  honours,  nor  any  commoner  repre- 
senting the  property  or  populalion  of  this  coun- 
•try. 

This  was  the  matter  in  difpute;  and  the  ad- 
juftment  ^oafilled  of  a  final  furrender  of  the 
Britilh  claim.  Upon  this  fubjeft'  matter  the  fet- 
tlement  operated  efFedually  ;  but  upon  what  wa& 
j>ot  iti  controverfy  it  could  hay*  no  operation^ 
-at  all.      • 

What  is  your  own  account  of  the.  tranfadion  ?. 
JVIeflages  were  fent  from  his  Majefty  to  the  Parlia- 
ments of  the  different  countries,  to  come  to  a  final 
adjuftment,  in  order  to  remove  the  jealoufies  and 
difcontents  of  the  Irifh.  This  country,  in  anfwer^ 
declared  the  only  caufe  of  difcontent,  which  it: 
was  not  able  by  internal  afts  jo  remove,  to  b#-. 
theinterpofttion  of  the  Britifh  .Parliament,  (con- 
iftituted  as  I  have  defcribed,)  in  the  legiflative  re- 
gulation of  Ireland.  The  quefjion  thus  pro- 
pofed,  the  decifion  followed  :  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment renounced  its ,  claim  of  interference  :  the 
ftated  grounds  oFIrifh  jealoufy  were  removed  f 
and  the  final  adjuftment  was  thus  concluded,  and 
enrolled.- 

Great  Britain,  indeed,  having  filenced  Irlffi  dif- 
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cpntent,  was  defirous  to  promote  imperial  con* 
nexion.  She  wifhed  to  render  more  compre* 
Jhenfive,  and  beneficial,  the  negotiation  in  which 
the  countries  had  become  engaged.  She  would 
fain  have  made  the  adjuftment  ;n(?r^  conclufivc : 
not  indeed,  by  being  more  final  upon  the  grievance 
flated,  than  it  was  already;  (fince  in  this  refjpefl:  I  , 
admit  the  fettlement  to  havebeen  asconclufiveas 
finaliiy  ilfelf ;)  but  by  embracing  another,  atid  a 
wider  fubjed,  and  fetting  at  reft"  an  important 
queftion  which  was  likely  to  arife.  Great  Britain 
^r/l  wifhed  liberally  to  emancipate  this  country ; 
and  having  done  fo,  was  defirous  that  independent 
Ireland  Ihould,  on  terms  to  .  be  regulated  by 
mutual  confent,  incorporate  her  freedom  with 
that  of  her  benefaftor,  and  perpetuate  at  once 
thjC  liberties,  and  integrity  of  the  empire. — 
But  in  thefe  views,  it  is  your  boaft  that  fhe  was 
fruftratcd,  by  the  ungracious  filence  of  an  Iri(h 
jParliamcnt.  . 

To  return  then  from  this  glance,  at  the  pexma- 
n6nt  ^nd  comprehenfive  good  which  „  might  h^ve 
been  accomplifhed,  to  the  partial  benefit  which 
has  been  obtained,  and  to  refume  ray  enquiry, 
whether  the  prefect  conduft  of  Britain  bp  an  atf 
tempt  to  repeal  any  conceffions  which  fee  has 
madcj-rrlet  me  a£(t  you  whether  it  be  xiow  propofed 
that  the  Britifh  Parliament  fhould  legiflate  for 
this  country?  It  will  not  be  anfwered  that  it  is  ; 
unlefs*  by  a  feeble  fophifnj,  which,  before  I  have 
(ione,  I  may  cpndefcend  to  notice.  . 


r 


21 

Meantime  let  me  put  4  cafe,  which  my  owa 
queftion  has  fuggefted  to  rtie,  and  which  fecms  to 
ftirnifli  a. fair  argument  a yir//(?ri. 

I  will  fuppofe  that  the  Britilh  Parliament  fiiould 
propofe  to  us,  to  refume  the  yoke  we  had  fhaken, 
off  in  1782.  If  they  did,  I  fliould  rcjefl:  the 
me^fure,  with  as  much  indignation  as  would  be 
compatible  with  my  fcnfe  of  the  ludicrous  nature 
of  the  propofal.  But  in  refufmg  the  degrading 
offer,  I  fbould  admit  that  while  the  Minifter, 
who  made  it, .  acknowlj^dged  the  full  competence 
of  thclrifli  Parliament  to  rejeft  it,' he  could  not 
be  charged  with  violating  the  fettlement  of  1782  ; 
and  I  fhould  defpife  the  underftanding,  whi/ch  re- 
fufcd  50  cdncur  in  this  admifEon.  The  Minifterj 
it  is  tru«,  would  offer  for  t)ur  acceptance  the  very 
fame  difgraceful  fyftem,  which  we*  had  fo  recently 
and  fo  radically  reformed  ;  and  in  doing  fo, 
would  grofsly  infult  our  fpirit  and  our  fenfe :  but 
ftill  he  would  not  meddle  with  our  freedom  :  he 
woul^-not  infringe  the  adjiiflment  of  1782.  In  a 
word,  fee  would  truft  for  the  acceptance  of  bis 
propofal,  not  to  our  dependance,  but  to  our  in- 
fatuation»" 

But  does  he  make  any  fuch  contemptuous  pro* 
pofal  ?  no  :  -.Or  will  any  one  of  thofe  prindples, 
or  teafons,  which  demonftrated  that  control  to 
be  a  grievance,  which  Was  §xercifed  by  a  Parlia- 
ment in  which  no  Irifti  Members  fat,  apply  to 
&ew  that  it  is  incompatible  with  our  freedom,  to 
be  governed  by  an  imperial  legiflature,  in  which 
w^  ^e  adequately  reprefented  ?    ^e  i$  a  weal^ 
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msm^  or  an  unfair  man,  who  will  not  conncft 
ikie  principle  ai&rted  in  1782,  (viz.  that  we 
Aoulcl  not  be  governed  by  any  Parliament  but 
our  own,)  with  the  abufe  to  which  the  aiSsrtion 
of  that  principle  referried :  who  will  not  fee  that 
h  was  intended  merely  to  proteft  againft  IrelandV 
being  bound,  where  ihe  was  notreprefenced. 

But  give  to  this  aflertion  the  wideft  poffible  ex- 
tent of  n^ning.  Uncandidly  and  deluiively 
puff  out  the  principle,  beyond  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  thofe  by  whoih  it  was  promu^ged, 
and  fliill  I  do  not  fear  to  meet  you  upon  grounds, 
to  which  I  might  very  realpnably  objeft. 

The  Treaty  of  Unioxi  is  the  mutual  work  of 
the  two  countries :  but  the  aft  of  Union  alone 
bindlifg  upcm  us,  will  be  a  ftatute  pafled  by  the' 
tndependexit'  Irifh  Parliament,  donfifting  merely 
of  thjEi  King^  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Irelanid : 
compofed  merely  of  thofe,  who,  under  the  prin- 
ciple; on  which  you  rely,  are  exclufively  com- 
petent t<^  legillate  for  tbii  country :  and  thus  our 
remoteft  defcendants  will  be  governed  in  rtrift 
confdrmity  to  that  very  maxim«  which  you  would 
iGet  up  al  an  obftacle  to  Union;  inafmuch 
M  the  fof?e  and  efficacy,  with'  refpeft.  to 
Ir-eland,  of.  all  future  afts  of  the  imperial  legif- 
Jature,  will  bfe  derived  from  the  ft^tute  of  in- 
corporation, pafled  exclrifiveiy  by  the  King, 
Lords*  and  -Comrtions  ^f  this  country#  So  far  as 
they  affeO:  us,  theftatutcs^ef  the  imperial  legillature 
will  be  as^i^mpietcly  dedueible  from  an  aft  of  our 
owfe  PirliaiAent,  as '  the  title  of  bis  Ms^fty 
.  arifes 
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»i£N  icom  the  a£b  of  fettlemeat  and  recogni- 
tion:;.^ or  as^  with  refped  to  part  of  the  Britiflt 
realms  it  ttiay  be  traced  to  an  article  of  the  Scot- 
tUh  Umon.  > 

,  Tfaus^  (to  fjsm  upt  i^hat  I  have  faid,)  when  you 
pronounce  diat  the  firft  article  of  tHe  compad:  of 
1782  excludes  Uniany  beeau&it  covenants  chat 
the  MBh  people  fliali  be  governed  by  ho  legifla- 
ture  but  that  of  the  King,  Lor^>  and  Commons 
of  Ireland,  your  pofitioa  admits  of  two  fatis- 
faaory  anfwers. 

Firftj^  that  the  ftatute  of  Union  is  an  a^  of  le- 
giflation,  exerdfed  exclufively  by  that  very  Par- 
liament»  to  which  the  final  adjuftment  committed 
the  power  of  t^giilating  £c>r  tlw  country,  viz.  by 
the  King,  Lords,  and  Conunons  of  Ireland ;  and 
that,  as  all  future  ftatutet,  pafied  in  the  united 
ParKament,  will  be  enabled  by  virtue  of  this  fun- 
damental  law^  their  autlfority  will  therefore  reft, 
^  far  as  concerns  this  country,  upon  the  very 
prindpie   aflerted  in    1782^   (ince  the  efficacy 
of  tlxofe  laws  to  bind  the  Iriih  people,  will  flow 
originally,  and  merely ^  although  remotely,  from 
an  aft  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
Ire^land.     -  - 

-  And  feccmdly,  it  may  be  replied  to  your  objec- 
tioni^  that  the  Imperial  Parliament  will,  with  the 
full  confent  of  Ireland,  be  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons  of  this  country.  It  wilt  be  fo,  compa- 
tibly wiih  the  principle  of  1782  ;  becaufe  Ireland 
will  be  adequately  reprefented  in  that  aflembly : 
and^even  though  the  meaning  of  the  principlt  had 

'      ^  not 
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hot  been  ftifficiently  explained,  by  that  branch  kk 
its  aiTertioii  which  protefts  againft  the  future  in-* 
terference  of  Britijh  Parliaments^  yet  no  man  who 
recollects  the  hiftory  of  that  period,  and  the  na^s 
ture  of  the  abefe  which  we  then  fought  to  remov^t 
can  doubt  that  the  principle*  eftablifiied  was  merely 
this,  that  the  IriOi*  people  fhouhi  not  be  bound  by 
laws,  which  the  Irifli  Parliament  did  not  concur  in 
enadingi 

I  fhall  here  clofe  my  examination  of  this  topick ; 
with  an  extraft  from  your  fpeecb,  and  a  few 
animadver/ions,  for  which  it  feems  to  call. 

You  tell  us  that  "  finality  was  not  only  a  part 
"  of  the  fettlement  of  1782,  >utoneof  its  prin* 
cipal  objefts, '  FinaUty  was  the  principal  phjed 
of  Great  Britain .;  as  legiflative  independency 
wasthe  objefl:  of  our  country.  Ireland  wifhed 
"  to  feize  the  moment  of  her  ftrength,  for  the 
*?  eftabliftime^nt  of  her  liberties:  the coT^irt of  Eng-^ 
**  land  wijhed  to  conclude  4he  operations  of  that 
^^  Jlrength^  and  bound  its  progrefs.  The  one 
*•  coigitry  wifhed  to  eftablifh  her  liberty:  the 
**  other  to  check  the  growth  of  demand.  The  court 
*'  of  England  therefore  came  to  an  agreement  with 
"  this  country,  viz.  to  eftablifh  for  ever  a  free 
*'  and  independent  exiftence  of  the  Jrifh  Parlia- 
*'  ment,  and  to  preferve  for  ever  the  unity  of  the 
'*  Britijh  empire  :'*  the  "  connexion'*  between  the 
**  countries  to  be  thenceforward  "  founded  on 
**  the  eternal  principle  of  unity  of  empire,  and  fe- 
'^  paration  of  Parliament.'* 

I  (hall 
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1  diall  not  flop  to  enquire  whether  the  ftpzH'^ 
tion  of  thisir  Parlbments  be  a  wife,;  (it  certainly 
is  not  an  obvious,),  bafis^  on  which  t&  found  the 
connexion  of  two  countries  j  but. (hall  proceed 
"  af  once  to  thofe  more  weighty  coni^derations^ 
which  are  fuggefted  by  the  paffage  that  I  have 
cited  from  your  fpeech*  This  extijaft  I  look  upon 
to  be  pregnant  with  implications,  highly  deferving 

'  'of  attention  ;  and  to  illuftrate  ftroi^ly  the  prp- 
found  remark  of  Lord  Minto,  that  theindepend* 
ence,  which  we  gained  in  1782,  was  a  tranfitory^ 
not  a  permanent  ftate  of  things ;  which,  if  it  were 
not  followed  by  Union,, would  lead. tp  feparation. 
Finality  you  pronounce  to  have  been  the  grand 
object  of  Great  Britain.  She  grafted  us  the  inde- 
pendence which  we  required :  but,  apprehenfive  that 
our  claims  might  not  terminate  at  this  point,  ihe 
"  wijhed  to,  check  the  further  growth  of  demand.** 
Let  me  a(k,  what  is  the  plain  tendency  of  this  in* 
finuation  ?  Having  acquired  independence,  what 
demand  remained,  the  expectation  of  which 
might  excite  terror  in  Great  Britain,  unlefs  it 
were  the  demand  of  total  feparation  ?  But,  obvi- 
ous as  the  inference  from  your  ftatement  may  be,^ 
you  do  not  impofe  upon  us  the  trouble  of  coUeQ:- 
ing  it.:    you  put  the  matter  more  unequivocally^  ' 

'  and  direftly,  by  faying  that  after  England  had 
granted  us  independence,  (he  itill  deemed  it  ne*- 
ceffary  "  to  bound  the  progrefs,  and  conclude  the 
"  operations  of  our  ftrength/*  The  "  ph^cal 
**  confequence**  of  Ireland,  according  to  this  dot- 
trine,  had  extorted  independence  from  the  fifter* 

E  country;. 
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cotlntry  j  but  in  atchieving  this,  our  patriots  hs^ 
by  no  means  gained  their  end :  they  had  only  made  • 
foine  progrefs  to  the  pioint  propofed:  they  were  ftilt 
inf  fiAU  and  formidable  march, — when  Englandv 
al«rrtied  at  the  direftion  which  they  were  takings  • 
afid' the  ftrbng  piofition  which  they  had  gained, ' 
thought  it  high  time  td  cheek  their  career,  ^^  ancT* 
conclude  the  operatidnsof  theirjirength.**    "  The' 
court  of  England  therefore  came  to  aft  agree- 
ment  with  this  country  :*'  they  came  to  a  treaty, 
by  which  our  patriots  confented  to  ftop  their  pro- 
grefs, and  difband'  their  forces,  on  being  permit- 
ted to  gurrifon  a  frontier  poft  called  Independencey 
which  lay  ditedly  in  their  road,  and  which  they 
looked  on  as  the  key  to  their  promifed  land  of 
feparation; 

Sir,  this  is  not  my^  accouiit  of  the  adjuftmehr 
of  1 782  ;  and  I  afk  your  pardon  if  t  have  mifm- 
terpreted  you,  in  fuppofing  it  yours  :  the  ex- 
irzdi  on  which*  I  have  commented  is  before  our 
readers  ;  whahave  it  in  their  power,  from  a  more 
accurate  analyfis  of  its  import,  or  an  illuftrative 
reference  to  your  public  conduft,  to  do  you  jus- 
tice, and  coi^eft  my  mifconftruftion. 

But,  if  iiny  man  took  the  view  of  Irifli  inde'- 
pendende,  which  1  may  have  been  very  errone- 
oufly  attributing  to  you,  Ifhoald  ufe  his  pifture, 
as  a  ftrong  argument  for  Union.  I  (hould  fay  to 
every  loyal  friend  to  Britifli  connexion,  here  is  a 
perfon,  who  was  party  10  the  tranfadion  of  1782, 
who  may  be  prefumed  to  know  the  end  at  which 
riie  energetick  Irifli  aimed,  and  the  efficacy  of  the 
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•-means  with  which  that  arrangement  had  fupplie'd 
*them :    he  tells  you,  that  our  independence  was 
but  a  ftep,  and  that  "  the  greater  was  behind," — 
•when  Britain  bid  us  hait, — and  capitulated,  by 
-putting  us  in  poffeffion  of  the  high  roads  to  repa- 
ration, on  the  terms  of  our  undertaking  not  to 
life  them  !*  He  fliews  you  that  independence  was^ 
in  tTie  eyes  of  fonie,  lefs  valuable,  as  it  conferred 
freedom,  than  as  it  aggravated  diftinftnefs : — as  it 
wore  away  t^he  bonds  of  connexion  to  a  thread, 
-which  the  -firft  fhock  of  fedition  might  fnap  for 
-ever. 

Shall  the  loySl  man  leave  fuch  an  inllrument  in 
^he  fcparatifts  hands  f  fhill  we  hear  our^  enemy 
1)oafl  his  power, — ^and  yet  hefitate  to  difarm  him  ? 
Ihall  Wjg  hear  him  detail  all  the  advantages  of  the 
Arongpoft  which  he  has  furprifed,— and  deliberate 
about  diflodging  him,— -when  we  can  do  fo  by  a 
word  ?  when  we  can  do  fo,  without  facrificing  an 
atom  of  Irifti. freedom ;— which  Britain  does  not 
<all  on  us  to  leffen,  but  to  blend  ?  when  we  can 
do   fo,  not  by   rdfuming  our  dependence,  but 
merely   by  incorporating  our  diftindtnefs  ;— and 
mingling  in  an  empire,  of  which  all  the  parts  will 
*  <equally  depend  upon  the  whole  ?  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  difparage  the  adjuftment  of  1782:  I  only 
deprecate  the  perveffion  of  a  great ^poli^cal  good. 
I  never  can  look  upon  that  fettlement  as  pernici- 
ous, until  that  be  demonftrated,  which  never  can, 
that  it  has  precluded  a  meafure,  for  which  on  the 
contrary  I  think  it  has  prepared  the  way,     I  hold 
-thofe  publick  charafters  to  be  fortunate,  beyond 
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the  ufuat  lot  of  men,  neho  having  obtained  IriOi 
independence  in  1782,  have  lived  to  perfc£l  their 
work,  by  now  bringing  about  an  Union. 

Unite,  or  feparate;  this  is  the  alternative, 
with  which  the  prefent  day  prefents  us :  an 
ahernative,  which  was  difcerned  in  1785,  by  Mr. 
Fofter :  (but  who  has  loft  fight  of  the  danger 
in  proportion  as  it  has  advanced :)  which  rofe 
more  formidably  upon  the  view  in  the  year  1789; 
and  which  haS  lately  (hewn  our  peril  with  a 
diftindnefs  fo  alarming,  that  our  fafety  depends 
on  the  promptitude  of  our  choice. 

But  you  do  not  agree  with  the  Britiih  Minifter 
in  thinking  that  the  proceedings  of  1789  endan- 
gered the  conneicion.  I  might  perhaps  have  hoped 
to  find  you  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  your 
friends  the  Speaker,  and  Mr. 'Fitzgerald ;  the 
former  of  whom  is  fo  far  from  joining  in  your 
eulogium,  on  the  pious  care  which  our  Parliament 
took  of  the  connexion  at  that  period,  that  he 
confiders  their  proceedings  to  have  been  of  no 
avail ;  for  that  "  notwitbjianding  what  pajfed^  the 
♦^  Regent  of  Great  Britain  can  alone  reprefent 
>^  the  third  eftate  of  the  Irifh  legiflature  ;"  *  and 
who  has,  for  the  purpofe  of  removing  a  dif- 
ficulty which  he  declares  does  not  exift,  given  his 
fupport  to  a  bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
which  alike  oppofes  his  (Mr.  Fofter'sJ  fentiments, 
and  yours:  cpntradifting  bk  opinions,  by  imply- 
ing  the  neceffity  of  an  enafting  ftatute  to  eftablilh 
that,   which  he  pronounces  to    have  been  law 

already  ; 
f  Sec  page  60  of  the  Speaker's  Speech. 
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already  ;  and  oppofing  yours^  by  recording  Mr. 
Fkzgerald's  opinion,  that  h  would  b-e  expedient  to 
pafs  a  bill  which  might  prev^ent  the  recurrence  of 
proceedings  fo  hazardous  to  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  kingdoms^  alld  fo  repugnant  to  the  prin- 
jciples  of  the  Irifh  conftitution.  . 

But  I  feel  this  part  of  the  fiibjecl  to  be. of  too 
great  moment,  for  me  to  let  it  pafs  undifciiffed  ; 
or  depute  to  one  Anti-Unionift  the  tafk  of  reply- 
ing  to  the  other :  not  to  mention  that,  independ- 
ently of  the  importance  of  the  topick,  the  mode 
in  which  you  have  treated  it  deferves  notice,  and 
animadverfion. 

It  will  fcarcely  be  denied  to  be  a  maxim  of  our 
conftitution,  that  both  thefe  countries  (hould 
have  the  executive  branch  of  the  legiflative  the 
fame  :  indeed  this  partial  Union  forms,  at  prefent, 
•  the  only  point  of  imperial  contaft :  the  (ingle 
theoretick  link,  by  which  the  iflands  are  held  to- 
gether. 

It  is  true  you  abridge  the  extent  of  this  prin- 
ciple, by  infinuation:  "you  give  to  this  conftitu- 
tional  axiom  the  nickname  of  the  *'  monartbical 
principle  ;**  and  talk  of  the  connexion  as  pre- 
ferved  "  through  the  medium  of  monarchy."  But  I 
diffent  altogether  from  your  limitation  ; — which  is 
a  mere  fophiftical  attempt  to  withdraw  our  atten- 
tion frotn  the  end  propofed,  to  the  ordinary  means 
Itated  as  applicable  for  its  attainment:  I  infift 
upon  the  maxim,  in  the  full  extent  in  which  I 
bi^ve  laid  it  down,  and  agree  with  your  faithful 

alUeff, 
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atHies,  the  Speaker  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  that  the 
Britifh  executive^  whether  King  or  Rjegent^  can 
alone  reprefent  ihe  Irifli  third  eftate. 

The  mode  of  applying  your  fophifm  is  fuffici- 
xntly  obvious :  if  you  could  once  make  us  fup- 
pofe  monar<;hy  the  only  medium  of  connexion,  it 
would  follow  that  any  fufpenfion  of  the  exercife 
of  monarchic  power  would  efFed  a  temporary 
Reparation  of  the  countries  ;  and  ablblve  Ireland 
from  the  obligation  of  adjiering  to  thofe  maxims^ 
which  imply,  as  they  fecure,  the  continuance  of 
connexion. 

You  might  fay  that  during  the  illiiefs  of  our 
beloved  and  gracious  King,  the  royal  power  being 
indefinitely  fufpended,  the  "  monarchical  princi- 
ple" was,  for  a  period  of  uncertain  duration  j  become 
«xtingui(hed :  that  confequently  the  bond  of  con- 
nexion which  this  monarchical  principle  confti- 
luted  was,  for  an  indefinite '  length  of  time,  uu- 
loofed  ;  and  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  though 
annexed  to  the  royal,  was  no- appendage  of  the 
regentiaJ,  executive  of  England. 

In  expofing  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the 
reftriftion  with  which*  yx)U  feek  to  qualify  this 
•  axiom,  and  its  direft  repugnance  to  the  end  pro- 
pofed,  viz.  permanency  of  connexion,  I  conceive 
myfelf  to  have  fufficiently  proved  your  two  anti- 
union  colleagues  right,  and  to  have  (hewn  that 
your  limitation  is  altogether  inadmiifible.  If  it  be 
imputed  to  me  on  the  other  hand,  that  la  laying 
iown  the  principle  fo  widely,  1  make  encroach- 
ments on  the  independence  of  my  country, — I  an- 
fwer  that  the  objeftion   comes  from  thofe  who 

confound 
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confound  diftinftnefs  with  independence,  and  (of^ 
get  that  Britiih  connexion  makes  any  part  of  our 
political  fyftem  :  .1  anfwer  that  Britifli  connexion 
and  Irifli  independence  both  form  eifential  part» 
of  our  eftabliftiment.  Each  of  thefe  principles 
fets  limits  to  the  other ;  and  the  degree  of  inde- 
pendence which  is  incompatible  with  connexion,  is 
alfo  iaconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  our  Conftitu-' 
tion.  It  is  becaufe  the  line  is  hard  to  draw,  and 
is  much  expofed  to  tranfgreilion,  both  inad- 
vertent, and  defigned,  that  Union  is  become  the 
wifli  of  all  prudent  men,  who  would  reconcile  the 
liberties  of  their  country  with  the  integrixy  of 
their  empire. 

The  principle  being  eftablifhed,  that  the  ex:- 
ecutive  branch  of  the  iegiflature  ihould  form  the 
point,  in  which  thefe  national  bodies  politick 
cohere,  and  blend  themfelres  into  one  imperial 
ftate,-— it  remained  to  regulate  the  manner  in 
which  this  principle  (hould  operate.  There  were 
but  two  modes  of  proceeding  to  attain  the  end  : 
either  by  ordaining  that  our  executive  ihould 
be  that  of  England  ;  or,  vice  verfa^  that  the  Bri- 
tiih ihould  be  ipfofadlo  that  of  Ireland  ;  and  the 
(atter  has  been  made  the  maxim  of  our  imperial 
conftitution. 

Thus  the  authority  of  the  Ehgliih  executive  in 
this  country  is  a  political  inference;  not  an  ac- 
cidental accumulation,  and  falling  in  of  powers. 
His  Majefty,  being  King  of  Great  Britain,  is 
therefore  Iting  of  Ireland.  The  latter  propofition 
being   a    conclufion,  deduced    from  that  State 
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Enthymeme,  in  which  the  fuppreflfed  prsmife  is  tht 
principle  tvhidh  I  have  laid  down,  viz.  that  the 
executive  of  Great  Britain  (hall,  in  that  right, 
poffefs  the  fame  executive  authority  in  this  country. 

The  connefting'  principle  being  thus  eftablifbed 
in  its  true  extent,— being  meafured  with  the  objeft 
whi<?h  it  was.^ftablifhed  to  fecure,  and  found  to 
canflft  comprehenfively  in  an  union  of  the  exe- 
cutiycj— rlet  us  enquire  whether  it  was  violated^ 
or  adhered  to,  in  1789  ?  whether  we  fhould  ac- 
cede to  your  pofition,  tiiat  the  proceedings  of  our 
Parliament  were  fo  well  calculated  to  fecure  the 
connexion,  that  we  cannot  from  thence  deduce 
any  argument  for  Union  ?  or  (hould  rather  admit 
the  Speaker's  doftrine,  that  what  waa  then  done 
was  too  glaringly  unconftitutional  to  be  available, 
and  may  confequently  be  paffed  over,  without  infe- 
rence or  notice  ?  or  laftly,  whether  we  fhould  ac- 
qufefce  in  the  reafoning  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  fay, 
that  though  the  proceeding  was  unwarrantable, 
its  feparating  tendency  might  neverthelefs  fupply 
arguments  for  Union  ?  The  latter  opinion  i$ 
that  which  I  have  long  embraced. 

You  acknowledge  that  "  the  a6i  of  annex- 
*'  alion  fprms  between  the  two  countries  their 
^-  bond  and  connexion  ;'*  and  add  that  the 
Irifti.  Parliament  '^  preferved  the  identity  of  the 
"  executive  power,'*  (which  you  thus  impliedly 
admit  to  be  the  ftatutable  bond,)  by  "  chopjing 
*'  for   their    Regent,    the  heir   apparent   of  the 


*'  crown,"  * 
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On  thi$  aflerfion  Ve  are  at  iffue  t  to  ihc  it 
feems  that  the  fpirit  which  may  be  collefted  from 
the  ftatutes  of  loth  H.  VIL  33d  H.  VIII.  and 
4th  of  William  and  Mary,  was  violated  in  two 
ways,  by  the  proceedings  of  1789.  Firft,  by  no- 
minating the  heir  apparent,  before  bis  Royal 
Highnefs  had  accepted  the  regency  in  England .; 
and  fecondly,  v  by  invefting  him  here  with  th^ 
full  exercife  of  thofe  prerogatives,  which  the 
Britifh  parliament  had  limited  and  abridged. 

In  appointing  that  illuftrious  perfonage  Regent 
of  Ireland,  and  invefting  him  with  immediate 
power  of  giving  a  royal  aflent  to  bills,  at  a  time 
when  he  was  not  yet  entrufted  with  the  cuftody 
of  the  great  feal  of  England,— we  in  fafl:  repealed 
(and  by  a  mere  addrefs,)  the  firft-mentioned  of 
thofe  three  ftatutes ;  *  and  in  doing  fo,  tranfgreffed 
tliofe  limits  which  are  prefcribed  to  the  conftitu- 
tional  principle  of  Irifti  independence,  by  the  no 
lels  conftitutional  principle  of  Britilh  connexion. 

In  appointing  his  Royal  Highnefs  Regent  here* 

while  he  was  not  yet  invefted  with  that  high  office 

in  Great  Britain,  we  revoked  the  ad:  of  Henry 

VIIL  which  made  this  kingdom  dependant  on  the 

crown  of  England,  and  which  provided  that  the 

right  of  exercifing  executive  power  here,  fhould 

^rife  from  the  rightful  poffeffion  of  that  authority  in 

Britain,  and  ipfofa£lo  accrue,  by  neceffary  infer- 

ence,  tp  its  poffefTor :  and   this  repeal  was  a  fa- 

crxfice  of  the  principle  of  imperial  connexion^  to 

the  wild  fpirft  of  Irifli  independence. 

F  In 

•And  the  Iriih  Statute  of  the  aid  of  .the  King,  by  whic^^  it 
is  cnadcd  that  no  bill  Ihall  pafs  into  a  taw  in  Ireland,  imlcft 
it  be  returned  under  the  great -ftal  ot  Great  Britain;  -  -         I 
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In  this  premature  nomination  of  a  Regent,  we 
afted  on  a  principle  diametrically  the  reverfe  of 
that,  which  dictated  the  ad  of  the  4th  of  WilKarat 
and  Mary.  That  ftatute  annnlled  all  Irifli  legifla- 
tive  ads^  of  James  which  had  followed  bis  abdica- 
tion  J  and  by  its  recognition  *  of  the  title  of  hij* 
fucceflbrs,  admitted  that  it  did  not  reqtirre  the 
fenftion  of  an  Irifh  aft,  but  flowed  to  them  from 
previous  ftatutes,  and  imperial  principles.  If  that 
flatute  tended  to  maintain  the  connexion^  then  the 
addrefs  of  1789  was  ^calculated  to  diffolve  it.   j 

I  do  not  mean  to  rely  upoii  the  poffibility  which 
there  was,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  not  be 
regent  of  Great  Britain :  a  chance  too  flight  and 
trivial,  to  be  taken  into  account.  I  ftand  on  thiff 
pofition, — that  by  the  connedive  principle  of  the 
Irifli  confl:itution,  the  being  executive  in  Britain 
is  thtjine  qua  nom — and  efiictent  caufe  of  poflefling 
a  right  to  executive  authority  here :  that  therefore 
to  nominate  his  Ro^zXYlif^tithpreviouJly  to  his  ap« 
appointment  in  England  was  unconfl:ity tional ;  and 
to  nominate  him/u'bfequentfy  would  be  fuperfluous : 
the  proper  mode  would  have  been  to  wait  until  he 
had  become  Regent  of  Great  Britain,~and  theil 
to  have  pafled  an  ad  of  recognition. 

But  if  I  decline  infifting  on  fo  remote,  and 
merely  phyfical  a  poflibility;  as  the  heir  apparent'* 
not  becoming  regent  of  Great  Britain,  I  cannot 
on  the  other  hand  admit  you  to  rely  on  the  Iriflt 
Parliament's  having  fixed  their  choice  upon  his 
Royal  Highnefs ;  or  on  their  having  done  fo,  when 

that 

♦  Sec  a  note  in  the  Preface  of  the  laft  edition  of  Mr.  William 
Joluifon'«  pamphlet  uppB  Union. 
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that  illuilrious  perfonage  was  already  defignated 
ibr  the  fame  high  ftatioa,  by  che  Britifh  Legifla- 
ture.  I  infift  on  that  deviation  from  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Conftitution^  and  the  law  of  our 
land,  which  confided  in  our  Par4ian>ent's  claim- 
ing any  right  of  choice  at  all :  in  their  attempt- 
ing to  beftow,  what  they  fhould  at  mod  have  but 
acknowledged  j  and  affeding  >to  make  that  flow 
to  the  Prince  from  their  eleftion,  which  could 
enly  arife  from  his  nomination  in  Great  Britain. 
This  being  my  reafoning,  it  is  fuperfluous  to  ob- 
ferve  diat  the  circumftance  which  you  alledge, . 
can  not  in  any  degree  affed:  it:  and  it  is  ihe  lefs 
neceflary  for  me  to  fugged,  that  if  feparatids  had 
been  defirous  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  opportu- 
nity which  his  Majedy's  indifpofition  offered,  for 
politically  edranging  tfaefe  iflands  from  each  other, 
they  were  Ukely  to  have  proceeded  as  was  done 
in  1789.  They  wouVi  have  been  cautious  not 
to  alarm  the  friends  of  Britifli  connexion*  They 
would  have  made  as  palatable  and  feducin^  a 
choice  as  might  be  :  under  a  nomination  of  the 
fame  regent  appointed  in  Great  Britain,,  they 
would  have  dolen  in  the  precedent  of  a  right  to 
make  a  different  eleftion ;  and  occupied  the  coun- 
try in  efFufions  of  loyalty  and  freedom,  while 
they  were  unobfervedly  laying  the  comer-done  of 
Reparation.  j 

But  if  it  was  probable  almod  to  certainty, 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  be  apppinted 
regent  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  no  lefs  fure  that 
he  wouldLnot  be  inveded  with  full  regal  power  ; 
but  that  a  limited  authority  would  be  committed 

to 
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to  his  hands.  And  how,  under  thofi^  circum. 
ftances,  did  our  Parliament  proceed?  Having 
ufurped  a  right  of  eleftion,  which  our  Confl:itu-» 
tion  did  not  give,  they  deemed  it  improper  *'  to 
^  encumber  the  regent  with"  thofe  **  extraordi* 
^  nary  limitations,"  with  which  his  authority  was 
to  be  abridged  in  England ;  and  thought  "  it 
**  more  eligible  to  leave  him  in  full  c:5ercife  of 
"  all  the  executive  powers."*  That  is  to  fay, 
they  judged  it  expedient,  in  the  teeth  of  efta- 
'bliflied  principles,  and  explicit  ftatutes,  to  deftroy 
that  unity  of  executive  in  the  two  countries, 
which  confifts  as  much  in  the  famenefs  of  the 
powers  exercifed,  as  in  the  identity  of  the  perfon  * 
exercifing  thofe  powers. 

It  matters  not  to  my  argument,  whether  the 
Britifli  Houfes  of  Parliament  were  right,  or  wrong, 
in  reftraining  the  prerogatives  of  their  regent :  it 
is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe  that  they  did  reftrain 
them  ;  and  that  they  had  authority  fo  to  do.  This 
right  you  exprefsly  acknowledged  in  1789;  ' 
though  you  appear  to  have  forgotten  your  own 
doftrines,  when  you  inveigh  (in  the  fpeech 
before  me,)  againft  the  minifter,  for  having  called 
on  the  ^ritilh  Parliament  to  exercife  thofe  func- 
tions, which  on  that  occafion  you  admitted  them* 
to  poffefs. 

* 

Ih  your  fpeech  of  the  nth  of  February  1789, 
you  ftate  "  the  duty  of  fupplying  the  deficiency 
^'  in  the  full  exercife  of  the  regal  power,"  (which 
rcfulted  from  the  King's  indifpofition)  *'  to  have 

V  devolved 
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"  dcYolvcd  ptt  the  twoHoufes  of  Parliament,  as  the 
**  *  farviving  eftates.'**  I  accede  to  this  incontrover- 
tible principle;  and  call  on  you,  in  retiirn,  to  admit 
thefe  inevitable  deduftibns,  viz.  that  the  two  ef- 
tates  are  competent  to  regulate  the  powers  which ' 
they  confer  ^  and  that  it  is  a  found  and  loyal  ex- 
ercife  of  this  privilege,  to  beftow  merely  as  much 
authority,  as  may  be  requifite  to  give  due  vigour 
to  the  Government, — and  to  form  the  powers; 
which  they  referve,  into  an  entrenchment  round 
the  throne  of  their  rightful  Sovereign,  during 
his  temporary  incapacity :  fo  that  whenever  it  ihall 
be  the  will  of  Heaven  to  reftore  him,  he  may  re- 
fame  his  royal  funSions,  without  difBcuky  or  ob- 
ftruflioh,— may  find  the  conftitutional  balance 
uhdHlurbed, — and  the  juft  prerogatives  of  his 
crown  undiminifhed,  and  unimpaired.  Thefe 
maxims  are  as  obvious,  as  they  are  found.  They 
dor  not  compofe  the  theory  of  a  metaphyfical  re- 
finer, but  form  a  plain  and  prafticable.  doftrine, 
whicn  every  honeft  member  of  parliament,  who 
recollefted  the  oath  of  allegiance  that  he  had 
taken,  would  feel  bimfelf  bound  to  aft  upon  :.  and 
to  thofe  who  troubled  him  wit^  the  jargon  of 
*^  preferving  the.  monarchical  principle,'*  he 
might  reply,  fir  ft  that  he  was  preferving  it  for  his 
King  J  and  fecondly  that  they  were  fballow  po- 
liticians, who  could  not  fee  that  the  fame  portioa 
of  prerogative,  which  would  be  inadequate,  as  a 

permanent    attribute    of  royalty,    to  protefting 

the 
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the  third  cftatc  from  encroachment,  and  main- 
taining through  a  courfe  >  of  ages  the  conftita# 
tional  balance  undifturbed, — -might  yet  be  fully 
fufficient  for  the  temporary  purpofes,  and  provi« 
(ional  adminiftration  of  a  Regent. 

That  Ais  deftrudion  of  the  unity  of  executive 
power,  which  you  ^extol  as  a  cbef  d'csuvre  of  Irifli 
policy  and  affection,  went  to  contravene  the  prin* 
•ciples  of  our  imperial  eftablifhment,  and  manifeftly 
to  endanger  the  connexion, — appears  to  me  to  be 
a  truth,  too  fdf  evident  for  argument.  I  ihali 
therefore  only  add,  that  as  we  offered  the  Regent 
a  greater  power  here— thaii  he  was  to  poffefs  ia 
England,— fo  we  might  have  given  him  lefs :  the 
tnifchiefs  of  fuch  a  reverfal  of  the  diftin^tion  are 
too  apparent,  to  need  being  pointed  out :  yet  this 
difference  would  have  caufed  a  Ids  anomaly  in  our 
conftitution,  than  that  which  thc*opp.ofite  proceed* 
ing  was  calculated  to  produce*  For  with  the  max- 
ims upon  our  ftatute  book  ftaring  us  in  the  face, 
*^  declaring  that  this  kingdom  juftiy  and  rightfully 
**  belongs  to,  and  for  tver  depencb  upon^  theimperi- 
^  ai  crown  of  England,**  we  gave  the  fuperior  power 
to  the  fubordinate  executive ;  and  prepofteroufly 
made  the  greater  depend  upon  the  lefs.  * 

I  clofe  here,  my  view  of  a  tranfadion,  which 
you  hot  only  confider  as  a  proper  fubjed:  for  eu- 
logium,.  but  as  entitled  to  the  laft  praife  to 

which 

•  I  do  not  overlook,  what  I  forbear  repeating,  that  we  alfo 
a^ed  in  diredt  violation  of  thefe  fundamental  laws,  by  alTeifting 
to  eteA  an  Iridi  Regent ;  when  in  fadhislrifli  prerogative  muil 
be  derived  to  kim  from  his  being  appointed  executive  of  Great 
!|^ntain. 


39 

which  I  (hould  have  fuppofed  it  could  make  pre- 
tenfion,  viz.  that  ^f  having  conduced  to  preferv* 
ing  the  connexion:  a  tranfaftion,  which  Mr.Fofter^ 
on  the  contrary,  deems  to  have  been  fo  indefenfi- 
We,  that  he  replies  its  nullity  to  thofe,  who  urge 
its  mifchiefs :  a  tranfadion,  the  feparating  ten- 
dencies of  which,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  admitted,— 
^nd  has  recommended  the  application  of  a  pre- 
ventive,— which  would  affuage  th^  fymptom, 
without  removing  the  difeafe  :  and  laftly,  a  tranf- 
aftion,  rthich  Mr.  Pitt,  becaufe  he  agrees  with 
thefe  latter  gentlemen,  therefore  holds  to  be  no 
contemptible  argument  for  Union. 

The  events  of  1785  you  pafs  over  in  complete 
filence ;  nor  can  I  blame  you  for  avoiding  a  fub^ 
jed,  which  no  difcreet  anti-unionift  would  wi& 
to  introduce:  a  fubjed  the  more  embarraffing  at 
the  prefent  moment,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  diC- 
cufied,  without  expofing  that  difcordance,  which 
fo  eminently  diftinguiflies  the  heterogeneous  op- 
poficipn  to  which  you  belong ;— rendering  the 
connexion  between  its  members  as  precarious, 
and  infirm,  as  that  of  thefe  iilands  would  be^ 
without  an  union* 

It  would  be  ungenerous  to  addrels  to  3rQur 
friend  and  fellow- labourer  in  the  chair,  thofe  in- 
veaives  againft  the  bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Orde, 
of  which  you  were  fo  liberal  at  the  time  of  its 
introdu£lion»  Should  you  tell  him  now,  as  you 
.  told  his  predeceffor  then,  ^*  that  in  a  commer- 
"  cial  point  of  view,  the  propofed  arrangement 
•*  was  injurious  to  this  country,-«*-and  that  if  look- 

••  ed 
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*'  cd  at  m  a  conftitutional  light,  it  put  an  end  to 
*'  the  liberties  of  Ireland/*  his  fituation  would 
preclude  him  from  replying,  as  he  did  theUj 
that  "  he  could  dwell  for  hours  on  the  many 
*'  bene^ts  of  that  fyfteni :  that  it  did  not  vio- 
**  late  our  liberties,  or  involve  our  conftitution  j 
*'  and  that  this  country  muft  be  infatuated  if  flie 
*'  gave  up  the  offer/'* 

In  noticing'  thofe  inteftine  diffcnfions,  which 
render  you  a  truly  anti-union  party,  I  muft  do 
you  the  jiifticc  of  doubting,  whether  your  conduft 
be  not  more  confiftent  than  that  of  the  very  rc- 
ipcdtable  perfon,  to  whom  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  alluding.  He  at  that  time,  (and  I  accede  to  hig 
opinion,)  did  not  deem  the  mere  difcretion  of  Par- 
liament a  fecurhy  of  fufficient  force ;  but 'thought 
that  where  there  was  fo  much  at  ftake,  a  folemn 
Compa6t  was  required— -to  preclude  thofe  diffenfi- 
ons,  to  which  two  independent  legiflatures  were 
liable.  He  feared  that  collifion,  in  cafes  of  mere 
commerce,  to  which  he  would  expofe  us  on  qucf- 
tions  of  Conftitution.  The  connexion  he  would 
truft  to  the  good  fellowftiip  of  the  two  Parlia- 
ments J  afTured  (and  the  Regency  has  ihewn  with 
how  much  reafon,)  that  even  if  a  momentary  in- 
toxication ftiould  take  place,  they  would  not  fo 
juftlc,  as  to  overturn  the  Empire.  But  matters 
of  trade  being  of  more  delicate,  •  and  high*  coa* 
cern,  he  would  fecure  by  compafti  and  not  con- 
fide to  their  good  underftanding,  or  good  wfll* 
This  undoubtedly  rnuft  be  the  way  in  which  he 
rcafons,  fmcc  otherwifc  thofe  paflages  which  have 

beea 

.*  See  the  parliamcutary  dcbartci  f or  1785. 
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been  cUed  &om  his  fpeech  by  |he  Briti(h  Mioifter* 
would  anioijnt  tp  sirgun^ents  for  Union  j  which  n? 
alTurcs  us  tljcy  4p  not.  Collating  therefore  his 
cQn4m$t  in  17^^,  ^nd  I7?9,  I  arrive  ^t  two  yejy 
tecpndite  itrutbs,  which  feeip,  for  their  abftrufe* 
nef^^  to  bie  worth  publifhing  to  the  worId,-^-on 
the  high  and  rei^fpedtable  authority  of  that  jgentle-. 
m^n :  JJ^>  tb^it  diftindt  and  co-prdiq^te  Parlia- 
ments may  diflept  alacmipgly  fronj'e^ch  other 
on  coramer,ci^l  Subjefts ;  but  that  on  .tho/e  impe- 
rial Gu^ftipns,  in  which  cheir  rivajl  claims  to  powejr 
^r,e  more  ipximately  involved*  the  moft  pierfe^ 
harmony  and  ^concord  may  be  expe^t^d  :  fecandhf 
that  to  bind  the  legiflature  of  this  country  to  adopt 
the. laws  prcfcribed  to  them  by  .the  Bcitilh  .Parlia- 
ment >•  **js  jiot  to  violate  our  liberties  in  the 
fmallcll  degree  -,+  but  that  to  admit  Ireland  to  a 
full  participation  in  3riti(b  freedom,  and  fubjedt 
^er  to  lawjs  lenadtcd  by  an  affcmbly  in.  which  iTic 
is  adequately  repref^nt^d,  is  to  annihilate  our  in- 
dependence,  and  fubvert  ofur'  cpnftitution ! 

Xqu,  Sir,  Xm  niy  opinion,)  are ,  more  confiftept : 
To  Mr.  .Orde's  .Bill,  and  to  the  j^rppofed  .Uniqu, 
yon  have  made  the  fame  objeftion,  (viz.  that  both 
meafures  are  atl^cl^  on  our  indep.endence ;)  and 
iliave,  in  both  cafes,  given  a  pretext  to  your  ene- 
,^nies'fpr  doubting  whether  the  independence  which 
you  defend,  be  compatible  with  the  copnexion 
which  we  are  determined  to  maintain. 

.     G  lafk 

'  -*  Which  wonid  have  been  the  Effed  of  the:pit>pofitkm8.     ^ 

t  See  the  Speech  of  iJie  Chanicelbr  of  th^^xehe^tf'.cntlbe 
xUh  of  Auguft  178J. 


42 

I  alk  piardan,  Six,  for  having  adverted  to;  a  topick;- 
of  whicfi  ydu  take'no  notice  in  your  fpeech  ;  and* 
which  you  were  fo  prudent  iil'oniitting,  that  I  arar 
only  fiirprifed  At  ypiir  venturing  upon  theRegency  j 
wKerc  you  alfo  feefn"  to  hie  to  l;)fc  treading  upon* 
veryhazardbus  iiid  tender  ground  :T  for  my  part, 
have  been  tempted  to  this  digreffion,  by  two  ob- 
je^s:  firft,  the  opportunity  whicll  it  gives,  of  calling' 
my  reader's  attention  to  that  happy  antithefis  of  opi- 
nion, that  diffind,— and  even  confDfting  independ* 
ence  of  fentiment,— which  infulates  the  individuals 
of  your  party  ;  and  renders  an' incorporate  Union* 
^mongft  them  as  hopcleft,  as  it  would  be  requi- 
fite,  towards  giving  fufficient  ftrength  to  refift.  the 
truih  and  juftice  of  a  caufe, — to  which  they  would; 

'  in  all  events,  at  length  be  forced  to  yield:  And* 
fecoTidly,  Lwas  induced  to  enter  on  the  difcuffiony 
by  my  wifli  to  obferve,  that  when  you  undertook 
to  fpecify  the  Britifh  Min'ifter'sobjedlions,  (hot to 
our  confiitution,  which  he  would  preferve,  but  to 
our  diftih<Stnefs^  which  he  would  incorporate  %)  il 
woiild  not  have  been  uncandid  to  enumerate  them 
i|TI.  You  llate  thenfi  to  confift*of  the  cafes  of  Re- 
gency,'and  War.  I  find  the  bufmefs  of  the  com- 
mercial propofitions,  forming  a  third,  not  unim* 
poftant  topick,  in  the  reafoning  of  Mr.  Pitt.  I  find 

.  him  arguing^^for  a  Union,  from  the  i flue  of  that 
propofal,  in  a  way  which  at  leaft  is  clear,  and  in 

♦  *'  The  Minifter  proceeds :  he  fpecifies  his  objeAiona  to  thii- 
fettlcment  of  iyt%z  the  cafe  of  RdgeDcy  h  one;:  ftod  Wair  ai^ 
dtlier.*'    Mc.  GrattdnVwokU, 


my  mind  is  convincing.  Tacitly  affurnlng,  what 
Iprefumeyou  will/ijot  rcfufe  to  grant  hi n^,  vizv 
that  the  connexion  between  the'  co\intr\cs  is  to  be 
prcfcfved,  and  woiild  be  endangered  by  the  col- 
lifion  of  coordinate  Parliaments^— he  proceeds  to 
obferve  that  the  danger  of  independent  legijQatures 
aftrng  with  jealoufy  towards  each  other,  is  an  evil 
which. can  be  remedied  by  two  means  only :.  either  , 
"by  fome  compaSl,  entered  into  by  the  legillatures; 
^r  clfe  by  blending  the  two  legillatures  together- 
He  defies  the  wit  of  man  to  point  out  a  third  ex- 
pedient ;  (arid  the  gage  which  he  has  thus  thrown 
down^  I  confefs  I  feel  no  difpofition  to  take  up^) 
and  having  ftated  that  the  raeafure  of  corppa<9t 
has  been  tried,  and  found  imprafticable,^ — he  infers 
that  we  muft  have  a  Union^  if  we.  would  have 
an  empire.  *  v 

This  I  admit  to  be  mere  folid,  .unadorned  rea- 
fon :  diveftedof  every  thing  decramat6ry  or  epigram- 
matic; (which  pe>haps''the'Mmifter  might  think  un- 
fuitable  to  fo  grave  a  fuhjeft ;)  but  T  am  hot  per- 
tain that  the.  argument  is  the  lefs  deferving  of  an 
anfwer,  for  being  plam,  per(picuous,  and  con- 
vincing. 

I  fhaii  not  however  dwell  longer  on  what  does 
not  need  to  be  enforced ; — -but  fhall  attend  you  to 
tbofe  parts  of  theMinifl:er'*s  fpeech,  which  you  con- 
fider  to  be  worthy  of  anlmadverfion. 

"  The  Miniuer  proceeds :  he  ftates  a  fecond  in- 

•  ■■'.■'•        '•'  » 

**  ftance,  namely  that  of  war :  here  again  the  facSt 
**  is  again^  him  :  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  have, 
***  fiace  their  emancipation,  concurred '  With  Eng* 

^  land 


i^  land  on  the  rufejcdc  of  vear ;  and  their  conciir- 
^*  rcricc  has  been  produftive  :'*  "  The  wild  offer* 
**  ings  of  *';  their  "  Bbcrty"  have  feecn  bweficiat.** 
**It  isTiotthe  Iflfeoft^^eylon^  the  Cape  of  Good 
♦*  Hope,  the  Myforie  Country,  nor  the  Dominibris 
**  of  Tippoo,**  (in  Aort  it  is  not  the  fecurity  or 
iaggrandizemcnt  of  that  empire  of  which  (he  calls 
"  herfelf  a  part,)  '^  that  engages  the  attentidh,  or 
**  intereffs  of  Ireland ;  it  is  her  own  internal  free- 
**  dortl  and  conffitution :  it  is  bar  own  idea  of  that 
**  internal  ft eedhm  aM  conftitution ;  fucb  as  fie  Kerfetf 
^^expreffedj  in  Her  cQirventidn  at  Dungannon:  it  is 
^^"^  for  the  prefervaiion  of  this  {Dungannoh)  c(>nJfitu$io% 
^*  ihatjhe  is  iiiierejled  in  Britijb  wars.  Oh  thefe 
**  principles  It  fiippofe  the  dijHent  of  Ireland  on  the 
"  /ubje(ft  of  war  highly  improbable :  But  happy  Had 
♦*  it  been  fpr  Great  Britain,  happy  had  it  been  for 
*\His  Majeity,  had  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  not  curft 
^^  hihif  ix^ith  her  concurrent e  in  the.  American  war.  I 
^*  ftibiild  thferefqre  fuggeft  that  (he  is  in  lefs  danger 
*'  from  the  hefitatidn  of  Ireland,  than  from  the 
"  prcdpitatioh  of  Great  Britain.  In  his  argumicrit 
♦*  the  Miniifcr  is  Weak;  but  \h  his  remedy  he  is 
*'  not  only  weak^  but  mifchievous.  .  He  propofcs, 
♦*  by  taking  away  our  power  of  diflTcnt,  to  with- 
**  draw  our  motives  of  concurrence.  I  will  put  this 
**  queftion  to  my  country :  wiff  you  fiight  for  the 
^  Lords  and  'Commons  who  in  the  laft  century 
*•  took  away  your  trade,  arid,  in  the  prefent,  your 
**  conftitution, — as  for  that  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 

*♦  mons.  who  rcfiol^ccl  both  ? — ^The  MinMter  has 

,1  •  ■    .  ,  » 

*'  deSroyed  this   conftitution ;   whole  reiteration 

«  had 
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**  had'^coft  Irisland  her  nobleft  efforts  j  and  wis  rtiS, 
habitation  or  her  loyalty:  I  fay  onher  loyalty, 
as  well  as  of  her  liberty.  We  ari  abcuftonf^d 
^  .to  behold  the  Kiogs  of  thefe  countries  in  ttic 
"keeping  of  PurHapisht :"  the  *'  temple  of"^  Ire- 
.  landfs.  **  feme,  as  well  as  ftcedoo) ;  where  fhe  fiad 
*^  fcatcd  berfelf^  as  (he  vainly  thought,  inmodett 
**  fecurity,  and  in  a. long  repofe."* 

It  muft  be  confeiled  to  be  no  uninftriidlve  exam- 
ple ofihe  mutability  of  human  opinion,  to.firtd  you 
pronouncing' an  culogium  on  that  ParUamehi,  which 
.  ypvi  fo  lately  abandoned,  with  fuch  decided  reprot^a- 
tion. ;  to  find  you  confecratlng,  as  an  holy  (kn<ftuary 
of  liberty  and  fame,,  that  place  from  which,  fuffo-: 
^ed  ^v^ih  the  ftench  of  ks.  fervility  and  corruption, 
yoahad  ru(bed  forth  with  an  indignant;  promife, 
that,  until  its ;pdkition$, were  removed,  you  never 
would  return»>f  Iflitp  that  tcpiple,-i-uncleanfed,un- 
purifiediyou  re-enter^ — and  proftrate  youifelf  with 
adoration  before  the  image  which  you  had  fcpraccJ, 
Youreftfme  yourfeajt  in  that  aflembiy,  umilfcrcd, 
'Utir^farnfied,  from  which  you  not  only  retreated, 
buJt  retreated  at  a  time,  when  nothing  fhort  of  pro- 
fligacy 

'\  flius  i  timft  ihtttpriet  the  frrft  paragraph  of  your  addrcfs ; 
f^rto'lftflft'iiponadiftradion  betwc^ndt  acceptiog  a  feat  front 
the^trdB  ^f  a  dole  borough,  and  not  foliciting;  a  feat  from  the 
^  ekdorsof  a^reat  city,  would  bea fubtUty  aridf'fpfcdkl  jirtcidi^ 
iix  fecneatli  you.  It  iVbtild  be  fo,  thottgfc  W^  fltouM. Jlwk  m> 
farther  Ata  the  fiartfgtaph  itfdf,  and'not  corroborate  the  con- 
Itiudion  which  I  have  given  it,  by  to  exammation  of  the  geierai 
import  of  your  addrefs. 


T-       I 
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« 

fligacy  the  mod  flagrant  and  atrocious^  fliould 
fiave  driven  you  forth :  at  a  time  when  Rebellion 
ijiight  be  fafd  to  have    already  unftieathed  the 
iVord ;  and  the  fame  Pkrli^fnent  on  which  you 
trampled^    with'  fuch    contumelious   abhorrenice,' 
was  attacked  by  enemies  from  without,  and  trai-* 
tors  from  within.     **  Without  reform,"  youthen 
declared^'  **'  there  could  be  no  fdf-legiflatibn."*" 
There  has  been  no  reform  ;  and  you  now  oppofc* 
Union,  becaufe  it  invqdes  our  privilege  of  fdf-ie- 
ion.-f"    You.  who  inveighed  againft  "  the  fa- 
brication of  Jboroughs,  as  the  fabrication  of  a 
court  parliament,  and  the  exclufion  of  a  con- 
ftitutional  commons ;-— -as  an  aft  more  radically 
fubverfive  of  the  fundamental  rights  of  the 
**  realm,  than  the  flilp- money,  or  tyranny  of  the 
**  court  oif  high  commiffi6n;  or  ftar-chambcr :  ais 
**  a/ubverjion  not  merely  of  the  fundamental  laws, 
**  but  of  the  €oj$ftitutmat  lawgiver^**  §— now  offer 
your  repentant  homage  to  that  court  parliament  i 
and  afpire  to  record  your  dying  teftimony  againft 
ia  meafure,  which  would  dcmoliifi  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  the  borough  fabrickV  whilft'ft  left  the 
county  reprefentatipn    undiminiftied.      To  that 
fame  diftinguilhed  and  very  loyal  perfon,  who  fills 
the  chair  of  our  Houfe  of  Commons,  (or,  a!s  you 
ufed  to  call  it,  our  borough  parliament,)  who  has 
io  often  heard  \jrith  terror  your  projeds  of  reform, 
you  now  addrefs  (and  you  are  liftcned  tof)  your 
reprobation  of  a  meafure,  which  would  fet' thefe 
dangerous  and  wild  projefts  at  reft  (or  ev^r,>       ,.! 

*  Mn  Gratjtan's  addrefi.  t  Mr.  Grattan's'  fpeec^. 

j  Mr«  Grattan's  addrcft. 
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In  the  name  of  confiRency,  and  of  commoia 
fenfe,  which  arc  we  to  attend  to  ?  your  former  in- 
vccliye,  or  your  prefent  panegyric  ?  did  you  fkndcr 
then— or  do  you  flatter  hbw  ?  whetbrir  do  we  fiVc 
under  a  reftored  conftitutfon,  regained  by  the  ef- 
forts of  a  revered  King^  Lords,  and  Commons  ?-6r 
have  our  rights  and  nberties  been  in  the  dnft  fince 
the  reign  of  James  L?  and  is  our  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons a  mere  court  gang,  which  has  diffblved  the 
legal  parliament,  and  thruft  **  the  conftitutional 
lawgiver'*  out  of  doors  ?  are  you  realty  become 
interefted  about  the  fate  ^  of  parliaments  and 
**  princes  f**  or  do  you  continue  indifferent  as  to 
how  "  it  may  pleafe  Heaven  to  drfpofe  of  them," 
aiid  remain  anxious  only  for  ^*  the  liberties  of  the 
**  people  ?*'  ♦  thofe  liberties  which  our  conftitution 
hasentrufted  to  the  guardianlhip  of  the  three  eftates; 
but  which  your  (peech  feems  to  commit  to  the  con* 
vention  at  Dungannon. 

You  put  this  queftion  to  your  country,  will  they 
^^  fight  with  zeal  for  the  Lords  and  Commons  who 
deprived  them  of  their  trade ;  and  took  away  their 
conftitution  ?"  the  quere  appears  to  me  to  be  of  the 
fame  complexion  with  that  dodtrine,  which  refers 
the  fecurity  of  one  part  of  the  empire  to  its  me^ns 
of  injuring  the  renwinifig  portion  :  which  relics  on 
Ireland's  "  powers  of  retaliation  •,"  ^nd  enume- 
rate$  amongft  the  fafeguards  of  ou^  imperial  con- 
flitution,  our  being  able  to  **  affcft  the  navy  of 
**  England,  by  regulations  regarding  our  jMrovi- 

fiohs; 

*  Conclttfion  of  Mr.  Grattan'si  Speecb.^ 
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•^  iiop^i^^nd.to  aff«Si.-her  eri^jre^  by  coipmercid 
**  tnq^tjps  .V^itb  :tb6  r?;ft  of  the  world."  S\idti 
A^^mi^fi  ri^pr^feac  thefe  iflands  as  for  ever 
.^5|gag^ ,ittjoiccj*pyuig  ft^t^-poAtipns,  andguardlog 
-^^  ft^ffc^AKu:  fronu^rs  jjg^inft  mutual  inrpad- 
.g^ivi  fprfp  ^  H^ftem,  *wbi«h jptU<3e$  our  imperial  ppn- 
igej^i^  gn  ;|be  broad  and  folid  b»fis  pf  eternal  je^- 
jipijfy^^fiyj^ngciQcnt,  apd  diftruft*  Suph  dpArlnes 
J^^  'fRPply  ^^  ani wer,— :if  the  reports  of  pur 

■ 

fy^fji  ;9Pfjaaiittiees,  the  feviere  cpde  upon  our  ft^- 
to^  4?PQKf  ^d  th/s  devallficipn  qf  our  cpuntry  bad 
4^1  ^§f4^  f^nUhed  one  more  .irrefragable  ?ind 
.|:pfiviuvcingy — tpthoft  fair  promifes  which  were 
n^fide  19 .1.78^ »;  on  which,  in  concurrence  with  the 
^o?Jwr,  ^o\x  rely  z  they  would  prove  to  us  that 
it^  i&^  o^tioAal  .^rr^ngsnient  wjbi|5;b  then  toojc 
pif^-^b^^fpi  *Sfccm«d-tbe  trgn^ijiiUity  pf  IrelancJ; 
^'-pr  (^fiibt^id  tb^.affeftioivs  ias  well  as  int|?refts  pf 
"  both  kingdoms  :"J  they  would  fhwv  us  that  the 
V-jpespy  }v^  inilUken,  in  fBppofing  that  by, that 
^fet;tlpn?,?nt  '*  ,th.e  two  king^qms  were  madp  jon^; 
•**  ind^Qfubly  conncftedao  unity  of  int^refts,  apd 
^l^,pf.poaftii|ition.i'*§  ,'4pd  would  demopftrate 
-Jrtij^ttlie  %ds,of.feMra,tioa  ere  too  deeply  (own, 
tfiri^  eradicated. by  >any  rr,eafure  lefe  confolic^atiiig 

But  ip^ll  that  ^clamatipn  which  I.baye  lail  e;x- 
4fiai,^i^Si^m  .your  Qieccli^  Avhere  luiksyour  refu- 

tatipn 

f  1  have  *lieard  it  conjcftured  th?it  the  raaifning  of  cattle 
whkh  prevailed  about  a  year  ago,  in  the  Weft  of  Ireland,  wai 
a  mere  reducing  of  this  conftitutional  principle  to  pra<fUce. 

j:  Addrefa4if  t^e  JHfii  ComiiUuisJn  i7J$». 

§  Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieatjcnant  in  ijZz. 


tatioh  of  what^the  BritKfa  ixiiniltcr  has  .obje(^ed  to 
the  prcfent  order  of  things,  confidcrcd  with  a  vkW 
to  the  fafety  of  Britifti  cortrtexloh  t         /  / 

Mn  t^itVs  argument  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeiji, ; 
as  i  underfland  it,  is  as  follows ;  Theoretically 
Tpeaking,  two'indepertdent  legiHatufes  expofe  the 
empire,  which  they  diftrafit,  to  diffblution  :  in  the 
cafe  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  experience  haa 
rtioft  alarmingly  reduced  ,this  theory  to  pradlice. 
^*  In  the  ori!)r  inftance,**  (that  of  the  Regency) 
**  which  has  occurred,  in  which  the  countries  could 
"  feel  the  effeds  of  jarring' legi  flat ures,  they  did 
*'  feel  it  :*-*  .they  felc  .it  Ihake  the  imperial  Con- 
nexion to  ife  foundations.  Therefore,  in  abolilliing 
the  prcfent  fyftem,  we  are  not  complying  with 
the  airy  notions  of  mctaphyfical  fpeculators ;  but 
are  ceafmg  to  ad  upon  a  theory,  which  we  ^nd 
to  be  ruinous  irt  pradice.  What  occurred  in  one- 
cafe,  may  happen  iil  another ;  and  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  ri{k  a  fecond  political  convulfion," 
where  the  one  from  which  we  are  cfcapcd  had 
proved  ncfifly  fatal. 

,  .Whether  the  right  of  choofuig  a  Regent,  Which 
(he  Iri(h  Parlififment  pradically  claimed  in  178^, 
was  one  whidh  reallv  flowed  to  them  from  their 
independence,  (qualified  as  that  independence  is 
by  the  ad  of  annescatioii,)  might  be  doubted  ^ 
and  by  me  the  cxiftence  of  fuch  a  right  is  denied : 
and'tbcreforc,  however  ftrong  the  argument  may^ 
be,  vmich  that  tranfadion  furnilhes  againfl  the  fyf- 
tcm  that  produced  it^  yet  it  is  not  fo  cogent  a  rea- 
fon,    as  may  be  drawn  fiom  a  cafe  where  tha 

ir   ^  right 

♦  Mr.  Pitt's  fpeccJi. 
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right,  ojf  ihfi  IriQi  I-egiflature  will  not  admit  of 
controvcrfy;  yet  where  the  cxercife  of  that  right 
mud  threaten  the  connexion..  Such  is  the  cafe  of 
queftipns  regarcing.  peace  or  war.  "  Will  any 
•'  maft  contend,"  fays  Mr.  Pitt,  "  that  theinde- 
"^  pendent  Ljcgiflature  of  Ireland  has  tiot  a  right 
**  fo  difcufs  the  queftion  of  peace  and  war  ?  Will 
*•  ^riy  man  tell  me  that  it  is  not  poffible  for  the 
**  two  ParliameiitiSL  to  entertai^i  different  opinions 
•^  on  thefe  important  points?**  or  "taking  it  a^ 
*^'  the  bafis  of  the.  argjnment,  that  the  connexion 
**  between  the  two  countries  is  neceflary  for  their 
•^  mutiial  fecurity^— 4s  it  fafe,  or  prudent,  to  leave 
*J  it  expofed  to  all  thofc  accidents,"*  which  may 
arife  from  the  excrcifc  or  the  abufe  of  inde- 
pendence? 

Such  is  the  argun^ent  which  you  call  weak  -,  but 
which  you  have  left  unanfwered :  an  argument,  in- 
volving this  evident  and  material  truth,— that  fince 
it  is  more  pffefumable  that  our  Farliainent  ihould  at 
i9me  tjme,  exerci/e  an  undoubted  right y  (fuch  as  that 
of  difcuflmg  the  queftion  of  peace  and  war,)  than 
that  they  (hould  ufurp  a  ^ivih^e^  which  their  in- 
dependence did  not  in  fa£t  confer,  (fuch  as  that  of 
choqCng  an  executive,)  therefore  the  prefcrit  ill  ce- 
mented imperial  eftabliftimcnt  is  even  more  ob- 
jedliooable  apd  infecure,  from  its  giving  birth  to 
fuch  a  right,— than  from  its  having  kd  to  fuch  an 
.ufurpatioh. 

-         /  .  But. 

-  i  *.  Mvv  Pitt*«  fp^ch* 
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But  haw  flrongly  do  your  arguments  go  tafhe^ 
the  diffenfton  likely,  whiqh  the  minillcr  has  reprto- 
fented  as  merely  poffible J       :,, 

You  admit  b^s  poiitioQ  that  the  right  exifts :  (in- 
deed its  e^stiftcnce  cannot  be  denied  0  but  you  rely 
on  the  improbability  of  its  being  exerted. 

i  mlg^t  with,  great  truth  obferve  that  an  obj^dk 
of  fuch  moment,  as  the  fecurity  of  the  connexioat 
ftould,  not^  be  trufted  .to  probabilities,  where 
certaiiitsr  i:^^  J)ie  had;  :W J  (^9^  rather  to.siiect 

pu  p^  tb?';gyouiid  vi^h  .y^M.jW  tanti 

to  jnfift'  !ll}at .  }i!our  pwftivr(^9^tf)g\  refutes  ydorr 
own  affertion.    ^^  Happy ,*•  you  tell  us,  "  hid  ft 
^\  been  for  Great  BritaiB^  fif  ^tfefc  HAfh  PartikrAfent 
H  had  not'  concurred  :in  tfee  liflLitiericiii  war?'— 
Her?  we  fe^m  to  have  4er^en4c^  frotn  the  te^nB»> 
iBents  of  abflca^  ^eory^to  ftli  ttie  gfoft  and  p|a|(ia> 
ble  realities  of  prad^ice^  «4ad.;tQ:  havdgdt  '\jipoA\ 
not  a  mere  fpeculatlye  nght»  but  on^,  of  WHidH 
you  reGpmtneAd  ithc  occafional  ex^cife;  as  higjbl^ 
l>eneficial  to  the. empire.    Is  it  to  be  doubted  that 
fome  future  members  of  the  Irlftt  l^arUanient^  of 
fuf&ciei^t  political  influence  to  i^arry  their  point; 
Plight  from  faAious  motives,-  or  nliltekeh  viewi^ 
t&,  upon  your  principle,  and  pivevail  on  the  tegiflib-^ 
ture  of  this  country  todiflent  from  tljat  of  Britain^ 
Qn  this  imperial  fubjcft  ?  yet  that  the  cxercife  of 
this  right  mull  more  than  hazard  the  connexion^ 
jfeems  to  rqe  to  be  a  polition,  top  clear  for  a^gunient} 
Thus  the  queftion  appears  to  be  whether,  if  we 
widh  the  iflaijids  to  remain  connected,  it  be  expe- 
^]finx  to  coirred);  a  lyftem,  which  ^ives  birth  to  righta 

that 
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that  are  fikely  lo  be  cxcrcifed,^— and  which  cannot 
be  exerted  with  fafcty  to  the  connejcion  ?  whether 
the  Britifh  ijainifter  was  not  warrjtritcd  in  charging 
us  with  having  •♦  abolilhed  one  canftitution,— and 
foi^ot  40  form  anptber  ?"  that  is  to  fay,  with 
having  deftroyed  one  mode  of  fccuring  the  con* 
n&ion,  and  not  fubftituted  any  other  in  its  place? 
whether^  in  a  word,  the  following  poiition  be  not  as 
true,  as  it  is  extenfivej^wpthat  there  is  no  effeftual 
method  of  connedting  ^i^/)!^/  nations,  iinlefs  by 
ixuddng  one  depend  upon  the  other:  isind  therefore 
that  two  countikfi,  which  would  be  cbnWetfted,  and 
yet  frec,w?<an  no cttei: wife  obtain  Both  wiflieiS,  than 
by  Union  ?^ 

•*  It  is  not  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  or  the  Cape  pf 
^*  Good  Hopc»"  it  18'  not  the  fuccefs  of  Briti/h 
«mis,/nor  the  glory  or  profperity  of  the  Britilti 
empire,  .~^^  th^it'thgkge  the  attention,  or  interefts 
^  of  Irdand ;  it  is  for  tRe  prefervatlori  of  her  own 
^  idea  of  her  internal  freedom  and  conftitutipn, 
^  jfuchasjbe  exprejfed  in  her  convent fon  at  Dungan-', 
^  nony  that  (he  is  intereiled  in  Britilh  wars,'** 

Js  this  the  fpecimen  you  give,  oflrifli  cordiality 
to  Britain  ?  is  it  from  fiich  pofitions  you  infer  that 
the  empire  is  ialready  too  well  cemented,  by  the  zeal 
of  Iri(h  loyalty  and  affedion,  to  need  any  political 
arrangements,  towards  confolidating  it  more  ?  Is 
it  thus  you  demonftrate  the  improbability  on 
which  you  rely,  of  Ireland's  difTenting  on  the 
fubjeft  of  war  from  Britain  ?  yes^  Sir,  I  can  very 

well 

^  Mr.  0r|ittan>  wotdt. 
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«rell  cpnc^ve  timt  tWe<^  who  are  oirfy  fdicitous  to 
reduce  Ip  pradice,  the  piinci|>le8  of  a  Dungannon 
confiitufiony'^who,  fioicaliy  ind^£»tnt  to  the  fate  of 
Parliaments  and  Princes,  are  ovij  anxious  for  what 
tbey  are  pleafed  to  call  the  liberties  of  the  people,— 
who  regard  the  legifiature  as  the  creature,  and  the 
populace  ias  the  creator,  and  would  fecrifice  go- 
vernment and  good  order,  to  the  raonftrous  idol 
which  they  have  fet  up, — ^I  can  well  fuppofcjthat 
fuch  may  be  **  interefted  in  Britifti  wars ;"  I  Ihould 
only  doubt  whether  the  intereft  wWch  they  fel^ 
was  pa  the  fide  of  ^ritam:  I  (hould  only  doubt  whe- 
ther th<^y  viro\ild  ^ealoufly  co-operate  with  England,  it^ 
putting  down  the  very  principles  which  tbey  adored. 
|n.a  wor^,  (and  yo  conclude  my 'examination  of 
this  topick,)  you  fcem  to  me  not  only  to  have  failed 
to  refute, — but  to  liave  ftrongly  corroboiratdd  the 
reafoning  of  Mr.  Pitt  5  who  only  infilled  on  the: 
fojihilfty  of  an  event,--' which  all  who  admllyofir 
dodrines  muft  confid^r  as  even  pn^abU^  in  a  high 
degree, 

You  accufe'the  MiAifter  of  "  concurring  with 
**  the  men  whom  he  executed,  in  thinking^  the 
**  Irilh  Parlianient  a  grievance;  and  diflfering  in 
"  the  remedy  only :  they  jjropofing  to  fubftitute  a 
**  H^puWicf ;  and  he  the  yoke  of  the  Britifh  Par- 
**  liamenc.  * 

I  fhali  not  flop  to  condole  with  you  on  the  fata 
of  thofe  unfortunate  reformers^  (the  fame  whom 
a  morning  paperhas, — po  doubt,  erroneouflyiT^re- 
prefehted  you  to  have  defcribed  as  fhedding  their 

blood 

*  Mr.  Grattan*8  wor^ 


-blood  for  ttb«r  Krftuntryj  on  « 'fdsBloM  j)'  But  fliall 
proceed  at  once-  lo  aflui*  yoji  thiit  Mi.  Pitt  does 
'not  think  the  Iri*fipaHittet5Ht  i  ;gite^  and 

ihhtfoitl  pmpofet  tor,  ttfttet'TJYiidh;  this  Rife  Par- 
liament ihali  remain :  he  6h|y  €bhTtdets  ift  fliftindk* 
aefs  aa  .a  itiifchiefi  wMlih  ttercFore  He  wilhfcsto 
have  rdtjiedied^  by  ii>e=ofporatidn. 

Neither  does  hfi  irftcnd  *'  to  fiibftittittt  %e  yoke 
of  the  Biitilh  Pariirrwrn^*^  in  ttc  room  oF,  V^hat  it 
is  not  long  fmcc  you  prbribiinced  to  be,  ttife  flavi(h 
yoke  of  the  ^*  feof otigh -PkrRkiiicnt*\  of  lk^^^ 
Hi  projetSl  merely  is  to  xtdfett  Ae^machirrittbhs  of 
fcpamtifts  and  -tViitdtS,  'by  wreftlflg  a  pontical 
liveapon  from  theiir  hands,  aiid  imptifirig  the  (td 
them)  intolerable  yoki  of  tHrie  wdi  cferriehte4 
imperial  cftates :  His  defigh' appfrarfe  to  be,  that 
firbni  henceforth  the  rfeprefentatt^te  of  Ifefend  ftiaU 
contribute  to  tnaft  Ms  Which  Ihall  be  binding 
lipon  fyoridhiri*  i--^fiid  the  YorklHre  Meri^b^irs  td 
ciaft  laws  v(rhftS&fhatt  be  binding  upon  Ireland. 

But  fee  whether  Union,  inftead  of  impdfipg, 
may  not  rather  remove  the  yoke  of  the  Sritifli 
Parliament.  See  whether  connexion,  fllnd  diftinO; 
independence,  be  not  fituations  fo  inconipatiblQ 
with  each  other,  that  the  fettlement  of  1782,  una- 
ble torcconcilt  theftij  wifely  fatrificed  the  latter 
in  a  great  degree. 

That  Ireland  is  dependant  6h  the  Briti(h  Crown 
i!~will  tie  admitted :  It  reriiains  to  encjuirc  whe- 
ther it'ts  not  confequently  dcpehiiarit'  6n  the  iSri- 
tifh  Parliaiment, 

The  Royal  perfon  is  midoubtcdly  facred :  per* 

fopally, 


fi)naUy»th^  Kiag  c&o^t  be  called  toap^ount  But 
his  gpyicmn^eat  is  fubje£b  to  Paii^UameQUry  iavdfiir 
gatiop,|-^l^  yirtaeot  ttiat  principle,  which  it^dciM 
Miniftcr*  riefpwfi^Ic  for  their  iftisafurcs.^-^Obfcrvo 
the  confefluenpe. 

Carefully  to  prefervc  IreUr^d*  to  the  empire^  t|^ 
the  obviojos  duty  of  the  Eritifl^cajbinet :  a  duty,,  for 
tljc  neglcft,  or  breach  of  which,  the  Minifters  will 
be  heavily  refponfible  to  the  Englifh  Parliament. 
But  our  thre6  ei^^tes.  cannot  enaft  a  valid  law,, 
without  the  aft  *  ai>d  concurrence  of  a  Britifli  Mi«- 
niQer,-— the ,  fervant  of  a  Britii^  Farli^Tooient ;  an4 
that  Minilier,  of  courfe,  will  npt  validate  any  mca** 
fare,  w.hich  may  dra;w  upoi)  him.  the  difpleafure  of 
the  legifl^tijfre,  to  whidi:  he  ijs  amenable  for  l^Sr 
cpnduft,,   .Thus^  can  we  haw^any  Ijiw,  aga^i>ft) 
the  will  of  the  Britith  cabinet?  or  is.  the  pie^furc. 
of  an  Engliih  adminiflj'ation  likely  to  differ  fronir 
that  of  an  l^ngUih'Parliajcnent ?'  Britiib:  Minifters 
ftand,  themf^ve$,  twyqndj  the,  fphere  qf  our  coa* 
tcol  5^  and  ihpuld  we  evgn  yifit    thdr  defaults, 
upon  our  own,  fuch  injuHice  would  be  as  ioelTe&ualt; 
as  it -waSrcrueU  -^  '  \. 

Thusrfc^knd,  ;by  the/etilement:  of  17*2,  ac* 
quired  merely  the  right  of  exclufively  originating  her 
own  lawsf  »— but  ftillv  by  virtue  of  the  conneftin^ 
.priij.eiple  p|  oux  conftitijtion*  (aiid^withputfwppof- 
ing»  anyabufe,  or  eBcrogsqhmwt  on  the  part  of 
'£figland,>  we  petnait^  fubjed^  through  the  mi- 
niftek  to  the  control :of  the  Bntifli  Parliament;— if 

tifitMimftcr'ftJUiimffit>uilwt<tbc:c^  be*uiutfidvhiit.l9y. 

mutual  confenty  and  by  virtue  of  two  laws,  one  originaliog  firoai. 
the  Irilht  and  tbe  other  from  the  Britiih  legiflature. 


fiibjeflKMi  to  tW  deputy  be' fubjcftion  to  his  prfit* 
cipal :  and  every  ftatutc,  which  wc  have  p^ed  fincc. 
that  period,  may  be  confiderfed  as  a  fort  of  Chartcf, 
utider  the  great  fcal  of  England,  granted  to  this 
country  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  the 
ticit  Confent  of  the  tWo  other  Britilh  eftates,  and  at 
the  petition  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
Ireland. 

That  dependence  of  thfe  kingdom  ^on  the  Bri- 
ti(h  Grown,  which  is  declared  by  the  aft  oP  art-' 
nexation,  is  either  merely  nominal,  or  it  is  real : 
if  it  be  but  nominal,  then  lo  is  our  connexion : 
and  the  two  countries  are  at  this  moment  in  a  ftate 
of  reparation ;   not  held  together  by  any  -principle 
Whatfoever.   If  it  be  real;  it  involves  a  dependence  • 
on  the  Britifli  Parliament :  a  dependence,  which  is 
notthelefs  fubftantial,  for  being  indireft ;  and  which 
puts  us  in  a  fituation  incomparably  lefs  free,  than 
that  in. which  we  (hould  be  placed  by  Union  ;  in* 
aftnuch  as  it  lays  us  atthe  feetofa  Parliament^ 
which  the  conftituenf  body  of  Ireland  does  not  con* ' 
tribute  to  return-  * 

Of  the  foundnefs  of  tlus  lad  mentioned  principle, 

the  Iri(h  nation  was  fiiUy  fehfibleift  178a;    and 

•   they. 

*  It  is  true  that  it  Would  be  an  aiu/e  of  this  control,  if4he  Britiih 
iParliament  (hould  obftrudt  our  right  of  felMegitlation,  or  cenfuic 
the  Minifter  for  having  put  the  great  feal  to  any  ad,  which  did  AOt 
threaten  the  connexion.  But  in  the  moment  that  Anti-Uriioniflis 
reply  to  my  reafoning,  by  infixing  on  the  liberality  and  equity  of 
England,  and  the  improbability  of  her  abufing  any  influence  which 
ihe  may  poflefs,  they  fave  me*the  trouble  of  refuting  thofe  other 
inconfiftent  arguments  of  theirs,  which  repffc£?nt  the  danger  that  is 
to  refuh  to  this  country  after  Union,  fron  Great  Britaia'sabbfe  of 

that  fuperiority  which  thereUtive  nismbcr  of  her  reprefcaUtiTes  it 
ftud  to  give.        • 
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tbcy  recognifcd  itt  truth  in  that  vciy  alfertioii^  whicli 
I  have  iiiiiitd  jJeryerted  ihto  an  argument  agairift. 
taniting  thfc  Countries;  ^  When  our  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons rcprefciited  to  his  Majefty  in  that  year,  that 
the  kingdoifi  6f  Irtiand  Was  d  diftiaft  kingdom^ 
with  a  Parliaftient  of  her .  oWft,  the  *  fdlci  legiflature 
••  thereof,**— they  meant  to  illedge  thdr  diftindlnefs,  as 
an  afgument  agaihft  th^  being  bdtifld  by jhe  aftg 
of  a  Britifh  legiflature;  Jmd  \Ht  tea(onidg  fSalpa- 
bly  implies  this  pofitioit,  that  the  cafe  would  be 
different,  rf  the'  cotlntries  "Wd-e  utiitcd  :  •  fmce  in 
that  cafe,  the  Irtlh  people  cobld  not  juffly  complain 
t5f  being  bound  by  the  a€ls  of  a  legiflature^  in  which 
Ireland  Was  adequately  reprefeflted^ 

But,  •*  inftcad  of  a  cotiftitutidri,  Which  eftabliflied 

y 

peace  in  Ireland,  Mr.  Pitt  revives  a  principle  which 
produced  war  in  America.***  -  He  fpeaks  the  fame 
language  with  his  fword  in  this  country,  which  Lord 
North  articulated,  (with  the  fame  organ,)  to  the  co- 
l6nies ;  and  the  fabrick  which  he  builds  in  the  room  of 
that  which  he  has  deflroyed,  excludes  the  people^  and 
cxtingui(hes  the  c6nftitution.t 

The  conftitution  which  you  thus  regret,  \i  the  fame 
wHich  we  enjoyed,  (or,  as  you  then  thought,  which 
we  fuffercd,)  when  you  wrote  your  addrefs  to  the  ci- 
"tizens  of  Dublin.  The  Catholics  fti  11  groan  under 
the  fame. yoke  which  opprefled  them  at  that  time,  viz. 
toleration  the  m^ft  perfect,-  civil  -  freedom  the  moft 
complete,  and  -no  inconfiderable  fliare  of  pblitical 
power.  The  Lejifla^wre  is  iViIlV^as  it  was  then,  un* 
reformed:  more  connedled  with  .the^ property,  than 
.  with  the  turbulence  of.the;.Qountry*|.afldvencambercd 

'I        -  ''  '     with 

■       •    '   *  ^  Mr.  Gr«tan's  words.     *  •'   '  '  '  ■•••^"''     "'  ** 
t  Subftaaccof  Mr.  Grattan*s fpeadfT,*** ^' 
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■      '  •  .■  ,..,  ..  I-  • 

vriih  the  .pompoQS  impediment  of  a  bouie  <>f  lon% 

flanging  between  us  and  the  bleffin^  oi  a  -Dungan^ 

nen  conftitufion.  . 

I'he  **  peace**  which  that  conftitution  has  **  rfia- 

blilKcd/'  we  have  all  witneffed.    The  convention: 

^nd  pnnpowder  a£ts> — the  inmrreQiofi  bilU— -the  ads; 

of  indemnity  and  atfainden — are  airteftimonies^  upon 

record,  of  a  traniquillity,r— which  however  received 

fome  temporary  interruption  in  1798^ :  a,  tranquillit){ 

of  whteh  you  now  aj3j(^ear  to  be  more  fisiifible,  thaqr 

you^cre  when  you<aicquainted.your  eonfiituents  with 

the  I^  ineffcflual  "  efForl,**  which  your  pirty  had 

made  **\)efore  the  clofe  df  Parliament^  for  the  re- 

"  ^loration  of  domefttc  -peace  V*  and  infified  oiv  the 

«xiftence  of  a  morttd  ami  irritating  caufe.  **.  whitjh, 

*^  till  Parliament  (hould  ^  reformed^;  mull  agitate 

*•'  tbift  country  for  ever.^f 

But  Mr.  Pitt  •*  reyivcsra  prtnciple,  which  produced 
'V^'ar  in  America  :*    When  ha«  Government  adopted 
any  meafurey    which  did  not  reol  the  colonies  to . 
ysburrriind?     If  I  look  into  the  parliamentary  de-^ 
bates,  iri  every  chart  of  your  political  ^ifcovericSt  T 
find  America  to  occupy  the  greateft  Q>ace.     In  yojir 
.  addrefs^  1  find  you  ringing  her  ftory  in  our  ears-   To 
tlie  contlnunnce  *of  that  fyftem,   to  which  Union 
would  .*put  an  end*  youthen  opp^-ifed  the  warning 
example  of  America  J;  .  To  refift  the  Union  which: 
is  reforted  to  for  the  corredlion  of  that,  former  fyftem^ 

America 

•  Mr.  drittan'fi  addrcfe.  f  Ibid. 

!f  *•  Weiktr  the  ihiniftry  purfuc  that  very  plan  towards  Ijrclahd, 

'  *r^hicliJBif  t^^tted  they  had  not  reforted  to  iii  the  cafe  of 

/*^  America,  viz.  acccctnig  to*  thc^  American  claim,  and  then  fc- 

^  eftabliihing  Britilh  dominion,  by  inaueucin^  Ihe  American  A£^ 

•*  felbWy/*— *-Mr^  Grait^n's  addrefr. 
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l^mcrica  is  the  ground'  on  which  you  chufe  to  ftand» 
ft  18  the  OthelIo*s  handkorchic^  with  which  you  mAf 
to  arguments,  and  fads>— and  reeord  your  incurabfe 
jealoufies  of  £nghmd. 

From  If  hyzl  member  oF  JhrKament,^  I  am  furprif- 
edto  hear  tktis  monotonous  and  inceflknt  dhi :  tct  the 
mouth  o9  a  Aparatift  tiich  language  would  lie  very  fuit- 
.:dble.The^firtlogffm  would  run  thus :  — ThecondudkoF 
"Oreat  Britain  juOified  America  in  feparating  herfelf 
%f  force:  But  England  is  puffuihg  the  iame  condu& 
^i^ards  fhi§  ctittiiijii  therefore  Ireland  would  dS> 
^4HtdTcflaiaftJi«)m  Great  BrH^^^^  ■ 

3uYthe'fttfttckwhid^  with  that  vox  prrea^  the 
flriiifli  'fim^  Mr;  Pitt  how  ctllls  oa  diefe  two  ooua- 
trics^^  to  tkitld,  ^*  excludes  the  people;  and  cxtin- 
giiiffies  ^the  Coriftitution/  ♦ 

THefe  ^dURions  arc  neither  obvious,  nor  unimpor- 
tent  enbugh,  to  warrant  you  in  afluming  ihem^ 
wifbout  enteriiig  uponf'imy^  proof 4  and  I  for  n^^ 
part  muft  t&c  the  Hberty  of  drfimting  both. 

'  Flow  does  Ihfe  Miniftei*«  fcheme  exclude  the  pco- 

pk  f  not   by  encrcafin^  the  rdatiye  quantity  oiF 

ocmnty  reprefentation^  and  diminilhing  the  number 

49fthofe  borough  members,  who,  you  have  told  us,  do 

not/Ar;»,  but  etkchnk-^t  legitimate  commons  ;  fub-? 

vertiri^  ttie  eonfiitutionai  lawgiver,  and  Vforkmg.  the 

pe$fX$  €mipkreJjf  out  of  the  lower  hou/e  of  ParUamittt.  f 

Wet  by  lencifearmg  the  value  and  influence  of  the 

ele^ye  firancbife,  in  the  hands  of  the  great  Catholic 

body  of  the  people  j  who,  it  will  not  bfe  denied, 

iDuft  have  an  incomparably  greater  (hare  in  cohtrt- 

^biHing  to  return  the  ^pouoly^  <lhan  the  borough  re^ 

'prefcntation. 

How 

"^  Mr.  Ora^u  ^t  afiiertioa*        t  Mr,  Gnttaa*f  Addrcft. 
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•  ^  •  V  • 

How, then  is  th^ confequence  to  be  produce^t 
ivhich  your  foreboding  roind  deplores?  By;4bc,effe4^\ 
ivhich  the  meafure  will  have  on  Catholic  claims. 

Let  us  obferve  what  will  be  its  operation  upon  thefe, 
$0  far  from  depriving  them  of  one  atom  of  their  picr' 
fcnt  privileges,  it  will  fecure  to  tbem  tbeir  perpetujj 
enjoyment ;  leaving  them  confcqucntly  and  irrpy ocfi,T 
bly  poffeffcd  of  the  inference  which.  Ibme  irf  their  a§5^ 
vocates  deduce;,  viz.  th^t  their  bavit^  ^acqi|ir(^^ 
mupkis  areafon.for.gcatiting.moi?g;  Sffe^lffc^A!^ 
fame  time,  neither .^|ie  prmciple,.nor4JHBftfnthf  fH^^ 

:^Fe8f ^y P^9^  y^.#'^?^b^  Nr  their,  c^^: ;  jOf^jgro^ 
jaounce  exprefsly,,  or  by  the  rernc^cfl>y^plifiSJ(i|3l|^ 
that  the  Catholic  body,  (hall  obtmri  notWa^  njpre^^l-j^ 

Therefore,  we  can  6nty  eftimate  the*9ffe<a  (^rlh? 
ij)jfafnfe  051^ their  prog)p6ls,  by  compariiig|hcla?^r- 
albl©  chan9c^  ^high  their  prefent^  circiurtiftaiiei^s  jjrp- 
jduce,  .with  tbofe  which,inuH;  rcfult  from  th^  M^^ 
tion  in  which  they  woul4 , be.  placed  .by  Union^.  ir-  . 
^ ,  Jo  what  principle  dp  the.  ad  varies  4)f  Cal#<>Kc 
pretenfton.  refer  their  oppofition  ?.  th^y^  infift  om  the 
ganger  to«  which  the  eftablifiied  (^urcb^  would  be^es^^ 
pofed,  by  putting  power  into  .the  bands  of  a  Jefit, 
y^hich  greatly  exceeds   our  Prpte^nkt   inhabitant^ 
,jn  numberf     This  is  an  dljitade^  wK^IIiave^your 
authority  for  afTertitig  that  Union  would  remove : 
,ydu  ftate  Catholics  to  be  to  Proteftants,  atprefent,  in 
the  ratio  of  three  to  one  5  and  that  after. jUpion  they 
will  be  as  oiie  to  four  i  and  thiis  ftatement  involves 
an  admiffiop,  that  the  meafure  would  improve  jbeir 
hqpeJ,  by  refjjoving    an  argument    which   is  i>o\y 
Ufgen^^againft  their  claims. 

li^'      '  '  They 

.'  •      »  .  y.    ^ 

».•*!»•  '.  ...  ..  ^  ».  I 
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,  Theylfiiivc  AibmUtcd  tbcir'pretenfions  to  the"  k- 
igiflatufc  ortnis  jcountrxj  ?nd  their  application  has 
not  *bceiT  attended*' wuH  fuccefs.  The  removal  of 
<yery  ;lflcapacUy  atta'oiecj  to  their  religion,  was  one 
of  the  pirincipar  meatu'res  w  you  wilhed  to  carry ; 
and.yoiir  addrefs  informs  them  that  you  quitted 
ParfiamenL  jh  defpgir  pf  fucceeding. 
\  tlavd^the  Catholics '  any  good  ground  for  expeft- 
ing-tha^'lhe  Tentiriiphts  of  the  IriOi  legiflature  will 
become* more  favourable  to  their  claims?  The  Cor- 
|36jnbtroi^  of' Dublin  is  not  Icfs  adverfe  to  them,  than 
miA  IBiffon;  l^he  Citjr  Rcprefcntatives,  the  Speaker, 
aria  fevijrarother  lo;^4l  merrtbers  of  the  prefent  oppofi- 
*tioti*<oF  wlibm  liho^ld  not  cjojtiftice  to  my  own  kn- 
timerifs,'  iF  I  fpoke  o'thef wife  than  with  refpcit,)  have 
not  1  believe  cxprefled  any  ftrong  opinions  in  favour 
of  Catholic  pretenfions  ;  nor  given  that  body  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that,  if  the  prefent  meafure  were  lott  by  the 

refiftarfce  bf  Proteftant  afcendants, — ^the  fame  powerful 

.  '    ,.  .       ■    •      '  *  ■  * 

Influence  wjiich  fejefted  Union,  would  beftow  poli- 
tical privilege  upon  them.  1 

Th^refi>re,  as  Union  would  refer  their  claims,  not 
to -ihat  legiflature  by  which  they  have  already  been 
reje^ed,j--rjot  to' a  ♦*  borough  Parliament,"  before 
which  you  defpaired  of  ever  fucceeding,-^but  to  an 
unprejudiced  tribunal,  which  haS  delivered  no  opinion, 
»and  wouldhear  the  claimants  under  circumflancesmore 
favourable  to  their  petition, — it  feems  to  follow  that  the 
meafure  muft  improv'e  their  views :  and  the  liberal  con- 
ceflions  which  have  been  already  made  to  that  bbdy, — 
the  foundation  of  the  feminary  at  Maynoolh, — the 
fuppofed  projeftof  connecting  with  an  Union,  fomc 
proper  fupport  for  the  Roman  Catholic  ckrgy,  and 
'  '  fome 


-/■ 
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feme  fjftcm  -of  rc^ulati^n  ^for  tl^cir  d^i^^  :i 

tend  to  (hew  that'  government  is  not,^  pim^e^  H 
againft  that  religion  ffciii;  't)lat  tljofc  v(bfj6  |^9^6,  lU  i 
will  have    the  full    advantage  .of    all  ar^^Qji^^^  ^ 

which  ras^y  refult  ftom  Union,  in  ^yohr  gf  ^<vf 
jdcmands. 

Neither  Proteftauts  nor  Cailiolic?  IIk)aW!,,%^ 
what  happened  in  the  reign  of  A4ne.  T^e^||)p|il<i 
recoHeft  that  the  epadion  of  that  pei^al  pqdj^  .wi^p^ 
has  been  repealed  45y  the  libcfal|ty  pf  wf^^rq.jtji^ 
took  place  after  an  ineffe£iuai  attcmpti^oo^  tjtVri  R^M^ 
of  Ireland,  to  obt^iq  that  tJoiqn^f-r- whjch  iis^^Pi^  ^<^ftr 
cd  with  fo  muqh  violence,  ahd  ^  I'ltUe  r?^fq^, ,.  'X\^ 
fadt  records  the  opinioo  pf  th?  ^^pSk\^Wr  % .  thpfp 
days,  that  the  ipco^njp^iiWjty  qC  Q^t W  IfPW^^r  wiWr 
Protcftant  fecurity— WW  *n  effe^^.  pxp4iJl4<?4  I^Y  Wf 
4iflindtne(5,  ^d  whi^h  confe^uc»tty  ^xi\^^  weii^ 
remove.        ,  i: 

But  let-usidiiJjMfs  the  nuixjerQij?  argurocnJtg^  ^\i^ 
offer  tbemfelvefe  to  prpve  ^^  this  fue^fucc  is  faVQW^ 
able  to  the  profpefts  of  the  8,9^*0  Ciitholie  f  Jfw^ 
favourable,  without  furnifbijng  ground  of  jcalpufy  to 
the  Proteftant  5  fince  the  only  way  in  which  phipp 
can  promote  Ca^holiQ  views,   is  by   renderiyng  J^be 
^abli(hedChurcihitDpre|;n^Ulyiequre:>  I  fay  jl??ijs 
wave  thofc  arguments  ^   ajid    merely  affuhjie  wbflt* 
^cannot  be  denied,  that  the  meafqre  will  not  diipmiih 
their  prefcnt  groiitnds  of  expeilatipn.    The  n^tufi^rl 
inference  feems  to  be,  that  they  Ihould  examine  the 
other  ccnfcqucnccs  which  Union  will  produce;    That 
.  ihcy  (hould  look  beyond  the  ro^re  fubordinate  cori- 

cerns  of  their  feft ;  and  recoiled  that  by,  being  C^- 

* '  '■■■■».» 

thplics  they  have  not  ccafed  to  be  Iriftm>en>T^«?ply 

ijiterefted, 


"     r 
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miere^y  as  fucb,.  in  the  proiperity  of  this  Countrf. 
Thofe  ^vantfl^eiif^  which  will  refult  from  the  reftora^ 
tioa  of  order  and  twnquillity— the  fecurity  of  pro- 
jperty — and  introduction  of  Britlih  cajNtal,  4ndu{lry^ 
and  adyeQturf|p,T--wbile  they  accrue  to  all  the  inhabi*- 
tants  of  Ireland,  muft  be -eipecially  beneficial  to  die 
OuMtc  hqdyi;  inafinucbasthefe  form  the  great  mafft 
of  our  peqple;  Thus  their  real  weight  and  confequence 
would  be  augmented,  even  thQU|(h  their  politicat 
|Mdvifege8 il^opld  remaii^the  fame;  wjiile  the  meafure 
wMch  thus  Added  io  their  proiperity,  would  do  fo 
without  «at  all  lefTemi^  their  hopes. 

-But  bow  does  UnioU;  operate  to  exclude. the  Ca-* 
thollcs?  by  making  them  ton^.to^  four^  infiead  of 
being  three  to  one.  *  The'u' adouCton  to  Parlhiment  * 
yon  feem  to  fpeak  of  as  a  likely  eycnt  -,  (though  your 
Q^e&istoflimulatetheir  prejudices againfi  a  Union^} 
but  why  (fiiy  you)  will  they  .become  admiffible^ 
becaufe  they  ceafe  to  be  any  thing :  beoaufe  their 
relative  prqx>rtion  being  deftrpyed,  their  phyfical 
confequence  is  extlnguifhed:  for  ever.  Under  fucb 
.^cumftance^,  their  admiflion  will  be  of  little  avail. + 

I  hope  thefe  maxims  are  not  fillultrative  of  your 
|>rinoiples :  I  am  fure  they  are  deferying  of  ferioua 
attention.  They  feem  to  mark  it  as  your  opinion^ 
that  unlefs Catholics  be  kft  formidable,  they  (hould  not 
deign  to  befreej  for  that  they  ceafe  tabeany  thing,  when 
/they  ceafe  to  be  dangerous  to  the  cfiabjifhed  church^ 
TheCathojic  individual,.  who4id\yB  upon  yourdodtrines^ 
—muft  not  confider  Hmfelf  as  an  unit, J  nor  yet 
as  an  Irifliman.  He  nauft  neither  be  content,  upon  a 
comparifon  of  bis  condition  with  that  of  any  fingle 

r.  Proteftant, 

•  M».!^anjwi*«  Spccdu        t  IW^        %  Ibid* 


\ 
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Protefiant,  to  find  ttie  amount  of  (ns  donifttutioRal 

M^v/ckf  ahjy  itp  l)e^iDng,'  he  tfie  g^pe^-f  ^pppu^^d^  ciw-** 

;  vr   thf  4eteftablc principk  of'l/nK^  V  l^a^^^^  *i? 

.  r'<JlftinQ:  Mcpendence  of  biseiiuitbi  by  Mcffljtlf/lng^ 

..  ,;;it$  mt«refts  witb  thofe  of  the  ?ftab))(hp<l ^j^ 

All  is  feift,  unkfs  the  two  yirtetics  of^d^^fijt^itj  bfe' 
pre&rved iaa ftate  of  r«cip(t>qal.  eftrafogcgfjenl^  aifclV' 
4s  it  were,  eledlrical  rq>ulfion.  E^^y  (jil^Kflic  of 
ydi|r,icbopl  muft,  on  principle  be  a^Si^aiiaq.  /^^ 
/#  ^  S^ifyue  exfolUj^  0A  de^rififtu  .^m:  \  ho,  ifij^s  on 
l^mg^ual  in  political  lights  to  ihePr^^H^;  and 
that  his  ioft  (hall  be.  far  moE^nunMsroi^gclfean  the 

members  of  the  cflabKflicd  ct\xt^\^^yJMkViP:M^  ^^^^ 

proEKHLini^cthat  he  is  fatisfied  with .  bl^^nco^dijipn,  he 

exaipjtre^;tl>e  mufter-rollr  o|^  that  <PatJbolic..^?fl$jj5j[  which 

bis ;  fyftem .  reprefetitsas dmym :^tit  .in  . b^ijji  array 

aif^'i^ft'  tbelr  pFptefbnt  .fe^^  a|i^  if  the 

ratio  be  three  to  one,  he  is  content  -J^J.jtffijJter  or 

^vrj    inipaff  this  relative  propor^i9P-?r-w^  extin- 

^-   guijbj  for. ever  the  phyfical.&5fe(5^??lpfle^^  feft; 

I  i  J  )  ;?R^:  l^fev^^  it  frqni  fo  pradlfing  A«  ^J^^iti^t  fy Item 

Tc^  ;f.<^^  V  a^noy^hct/';^^  tp;>^«pj)fe5  efteVliftedj^Uligioh 

uu     properly ^;»i^vhff*.'  .  .••:...,  v.^'.    ,  ,,„^  ^-,;---^    •" 

,f:,,  r,   .ilicaji  Upon  jjse,  loyal  CatM^cs>^(siiyerXrr5fpeaa- 

,,  .  ^  jbile,^  aiwdi  Jb^licvc;  nutri?rousi  defcqp^ippw)  ^p4i^laim 

:.,;       arguments  wl^chT^by  implying  that; ^t^^^^^^  is 

. .  >   j^  pot;  \«ft>rtb'  accept! ngr  which_:  ib.  jpei?4??e<l,,copiiftetrt 

! .  r.. . '   ja/itlij  tH§rfe^ty  of  the  eftablilhed  chur^h|H-W»'$  excite 

.  «?:r  :.«v<ify'%i?^!Mord<^^         go^d,  gpyjemmfntragainft 

•  :^        their  claitns :  dodttlncs  which  teeni  with  confufion 

and  alarnj ;,;  recommending  to  yield,    not  to  the 

-     ^  '  -^    '  -     .  *  jufiice 
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juffite  of  die  claiffl,  but  merely  to  the  vloIeiK:«  and' 
number  of  the  claimants ;  and  concede  to  that  w  * 
ponfiH  experSy  which  ^threatens  an  abufe  of  the  powers 
thatlit  extorts  :—dodkrineSj  which  may  be  thought  to 
extend  privilege  to  the  Catholics,  not  from  liberal' 
motive^,  or  v.eaeration  for  the  different  branches  of 
the  Chriftian  faith ;  Hill  Idfs  as  an  encouragement,  or 
reward'  to  loyal  conduft  ;  but  bccaufe  power  in  the 
hands  pf  a  turbulent  and  Unenlightened  multitude^ 
might  be  converted  to  an  inftrument,  for  propagating  • 
Ihofe  principles^  which  (to  the  ruin  oPCatholic,  as 
well  a$  Proteftant  freedom,  property^  and  fecurity,) 
would  form  a  confiitution  of  Dungannon  fabrick  :-— 
do€trmes^  in  a  word,  which  place  the  dignity  of  the 
Gatholie  on  the  fame  refpedtable  footing  wtth  that  of 
^fcNorthern  tribes,  (poflcffed  of  all  the  phyfical  con- 
iequence  which  numbers  give,)  who  overturned  the 
Roman  empire,  extinguiihed  the  liberal  an[s,  and  for 
9g(ps  involved  Europe  in  the  glodn  of  ferocbus 
barbarifm. 

» 

But  **  Union  is  not  only  an  excliifion  of  the  peo- 
ple :  it  is  alfo  an  extifi^ion  of  the  conftitution.'*  ♦ 

This  iail  is  a  very  material  and  relevant  poficion ; 
and  if  weU  founded,  ihould  decide  every  Irifhman 
againfi  the  meafure  which  you  ufe  it  to  oppofe.  But 
wheie  are  your  proofs  ?  You  have  not  adduced  one. 
Is  it  becoming  to  enter  the  lifts,  on  fuch  an  occafion 
as  the  prefent,  armed  for  the  combat  with  nothing 
better  than  a  dogma  ?  a  weak,  fubvcrfive,  and  re- 
futed aflertion  ?  You  cannot  deny  that  this  meafure 
meets  with  countenance^  from  touch  of  the  property^, 

K         r  tjbe 

*  Mr.  Grattan't  worcU. 
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therintciligcricc/ahd  virtue  of  ibc'count'rjr  ^andyouffip 
pai|tly  allcdgethat  the  plan  which  they  tKus  z&Mudy 
ftipport,  fo  raamfeftly  extinguiOies  the  conftitution,--- 
that  you  will  not.wafle,  time  in  proving  fo  plain  a 
t^utlil—This  you  flate,  en  paffant,  as  th^  eflfeft  of  a 
iXKfftfurc  which  I,  on  the  contrary,  in  my  confcience  be- 
lieve^ to  be  that, which  ftncclreland  was  a  country, has  rc- 
cdvcd' the  moft  honourable,  and  difmtcreftcd  fupport  ^ 
a,nd  b^en  encountered  with  the  moft  corrupt  and  fclfifli' 
cpppfition.*  You  toldyour.Cofrflituentsin  1797, that 
tfeey,  had  no  Conftitutiott  :r-ihat  for  an  honeft  ma» 
to  fit  as. a  rcprefentativc  in, Pariiament,  was  to  banter 
the  3bufed  people  witJi  ait  empty,  ineffeftualy  and 
delufivc  form: — and  now,  when'  youauert  the  value 
a^id  dignity  of  the  iri(h  ComrnonSy  and  pro teft  again fij 
tlie  .{iirccnd^r  of  a  conftitutiori,  which  you  fo  Jately 
d^tared  we  had^  not  to  furrender,-— you  feem  to  thinfc^ 
that  this  inconfiftency  requires  i)k>  explanation .     A fter 
the  terminatioa  of  a  long  and  formidably-threatened- 
infurreftion,  which  fpoke  in  a  voice  of  thunder  the 
precatioufnefs  of  our  fituation,  when  the  royal  wif- 
dom  calls  on  Parliament  to  profit  by  experience^  anti^ 
prevent  a  repetition:  of  the  diifigers  ^lvhich  tbey  hiivc 
efcapedi — fo  far  from  deciding,  ycxu  will  not  even 
^etifcerate ;,  but,  under  the  (helt^'r   of  a  conftituti- 
pnal  etiquette,f  Cfoited  to  cireumftanecs  lefs  emer- 

^-  ■    ■■'  .  •     "  '  .'    .i         .  ■    gcttt 

.•.■•■  .    '  *  ' .T .    .. 

«  *  It  is  abnoft  unHpccflary  to  obferv<  that  I  qfralify'this  aflcx:yon 
witb  thoft  cxcci^ons,  which  areipeft  for  Parliament,  and  a  regard 
for  the  rules  of  decorum,  and  of  truth  eirioin.  M  2>xti^terefimi. 
fcr'husj  both  in  Uying;;  d.Qwn  the  poOxioni^aod^  admlttijo^  ihp  e^ 
CCfitxons.  '  '^ 
i  ^  Whic^i  coniider^  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  as  the  fpcech  of 


I 


tkc  Minifter . 


.'J 


gent  and.  extraordinary  than  the  |)reTent,;)  you  t«U 
his  Ma^efty  that  he  has  broken  the  compadl.  between 
King. and  people,  and  propofed  to  us  an  a^lutc 
furrender  of  our  cortlVitution,  A  nobleman,  Whofe 
ingpertfnt  fervices  to  hk  fovereign  bavethed,  cvcn-dn 
the^  ungrateful  feparatift,  a  portidn  of  that  luftrd 
which jdiey, procured  for  the  empire,  avows  himfelf 
ambitious  to  clofe  his  honourable  career  by  gtring 
p^a(jpcrity  to  Ireland,  and  fecul-Jty  to  that  empSre  : 
but,  you  tell  him,  that  to  do  thie.  would  bc.to  fubvert 

our  conftltution.     The  Hdufe  of  Lordfi  (I  believe 

......  ^      • 

unaninaoufly,*)  proclaim  their  conciirt^nde  with  the 
Royal  views,  and  you  {conftrudlively  voting  tbeman 
ufelefe  cflate,) .  pronoun<::e  the  fcheme*— of  whichlhey. 
feav?  cKprefled  their  approbatibn-^to  be  a  plain  fur-^ 
fender  of  the  confiitution. 

.y**  Nineteen  of  the  principal  coiiintiefijof  Ireland—* 
*^  all  the  great  commercial  towns,  Dublin  excepted^ 
*  J  •— ^five-fc  venths  of  the  country  in  local  extent,— 
^l  "jind  much  mor<  than  that  proportion  in  property^ 
**  —have  called  fi^^rtfee  difouflion  of.  the  meafure^-^— 
**  and  the  majority  of  them  have  cxprefTed  thcif^ 
^*  convidton  th^t  it  is  a  beneficial  one  t"t  but  this 
opinion  you  encpuhter   with,  an  unftipp6rted,  unar-^ 

*f  *  •  ir 

.g^ued  adertion  v  and  tell  them  without  peripht-aft^,  or 
ceremony^  that  they  are  all  traitorous  ftrbvertors  of 
the  Irilb  conftitution.  I  fhali  not  fay  whether  fuch 
language  tends  to  excite  indignation ;  but  I  am  fure 
h  ia  not  calculated  to  produce  convict iofi.  Nay,) 
mprtifed  at  pcr«iving  the  change  of,pubHc  opinion^ 

\y  ,r      ^  .  -.    •..-  ,-.,;..•..      '—enrage* 

,     «» - 

*  Cdftain)7^  by  an  ttxxtA^fe  majority; 

j: .  Speech  af  Lord  Caftlereas^t  on  Wednesday  Jan,  isthp  i^qq. 


a-lo^c  ,c(>ficcale4  tfic  "li^cakwfs  and  deformiiy  of*  4iirwr 
caufe^— yqwr  pai  1  y  attempt  t^  bfarwJ,  iwithtihc^floof 
apofiates,  all  thofe  who  have  liften<4.  to  rai&rt^^br 
reflcdtioa:  who  hav^  magaaoimoyfly  r^trajftiegl  aa 
hafty  ojxrtion,  and  preferred  eacounteriiiig.tl^;:obl0^ 

^  *<3uy..  "of  a  f«<ftion, .  to  working  the..  in}yra:i;0f.,il»ir 

'■  country,.'  '■     ;,    -  '     ■    .  .  .;  ■ ,.  ..!r.;;f.t* 

Repugnance  to  Union  was  a  fentn^ent  amIh^« 

'4y^cn  t^c  rneafure  was  firii  ftirrcd,  it.  w^  ?j|€ufel?lc 
jf  not  laudable  to  entertain:  a  tranfient  Jfentnsieot, 
diiflated  by  that  national  fpirit,  wt^c^  cvea,jp:  its 
cifcefles,  inlpircs  us  with  refptSt.  Bu^  iit.i$.  tbp  ,{i0i^ft 
of  an  upri^hc  man  to  renounce  ^  mofy:md\f}^e 

]  ^priyile^e ,  of  a  rational ,  creature  to  .  diftaoyer  ^tr#!t|Tr. 
Wh^^li  ^1^ ' read '  the.  able  publications .itQ,,^<^;Jfeia 
h?^$  gjly^n  birth^-^jyhen  I  obi((^ry9^itbir;imi' 


♦    K^MiC 


perate  aijcl  cgnciiiaiing  conduft  oif  the  ftfteje  <o»Mry , 

^-i-an(i  above  all  when  I  confldered  tbe;iJtiHty;<rfjl^e 

tneafv^rc,  hfelfj^toq  nqanlfeft  to  b^  ioi^  fnnolilced, 

or  unacknowledged,— I  trufted  tjjat .  the  .puyifi  ,Ojii- 

tiraent  \vQuld  changCj^ — and  never  ftiall.  conjCHrililn 

cilfparaging^  thofe  pcrfoqs,^  only  fault  ip-!tb^ir 

having  fulfilled  my  hopes^  1>y  yielding  to  c^vi^^Qn  2 

npr  ^all  Ion  the  other  band  diflemble^my  cont^tnpl 

f^]  thofcl  whpfe  objc^ionis  to  XJnipn  are'  fliU  upre- 

njdv^d,  becaufc  not  having  arifen  from  the  tfiw^ent 

Je^lipig  of  a  generpMs  .mind,  they  muft  endure  41s 

Wg  as  ttie  corrupt  and  felfiih  mottvea  from  Whence 

.,  iHcy i  fprung..  .|  .You'^iave  qvioted  Tacitusr'ln ,  anOfReF 

'.toTpme^l^^o^n?!  pf  MrAPjtt;  he  is  *  writer  of  gr«B«c 

^and  mcritfed  authority,  Darticul^i:ly  cftim^Uc  fon.hii 


«  r**^ 
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I  JvAV  w^iddAs'i  "land  •has  fctne\i»1iere  'fltelctitdf' the 
UffcftrJia:^t<:ttMW»t  dbftifraty;  dF  vi^ifch  tlifi^'&rf:i!fm5n 

<^gie'fl^,Wyo'ur  iaflirtTon/  t\iat  Union  fub verts  tbc 
>^0in(tittitIbpV  i^ixot-pnly  aUogeiher  unfupported,  but 

fraught  with  iniplications  the  moft  dangerous  and  (ub*  ^ 
.Ji^dfiVe,'  TV  articles  yet'  uhfettled/  ancl  unkhowni^ 
^^yeiiti  iftgpuritertN  ttitrc  principle  in  its  moft  ft^^cafb 
^•■JftaifflVindpronoijnCe  thai,  I  under  whatever  circum* 
^ 'iftaftbe^,' and  upon  whatever" terms,  to  incorporate 
^f^^dil^Aglahd  would  be  to  furrender  our  Conlfitu- 
s^loti  r-at  (fed  that  it  woiild  be  (b,  unlcfs  Iteland  were, 
^' viiajitl6nt  of  every  principle  of  policy  orjufttce) 
«*l^dW*A  td' fend *a5  many  reprefentatlv^s  to  thelm- 
' Jpert^* PkfHdmiiit,  a^  were  returned  by  England; 
n  |1©^thfti^^ding  the  fuperlor  w wHh^'  extent,  fnd  pb- 

-ffeftctietf  of  thiti  fetter.  ^       *  '    ''  " . 

/•>^'t#0W'I  idil^you  t^rany  rtiah  to  fiipport  this  ex- 
9Shfive  propolittoii,  without  at  the  ^me  time  efia* 
^hlJIhralg  'a  fHrindple,  which  wilf,  if  admitted,  invali- 
date ^he  OAion  that  early  in  the  pr^fent  century  in» 
dbrporated  Scotland  with  Ejigland.        '  V    \[/[ 
4   r: Yet  if  tfiat  Unioi^'  was  invalid,  (wHicli  iindoubt- 
edl^  it  was,  if  your  principle  be  a  found  one,)  his 
:  Mlijdfty    jiolfeffes    liq   dopfiinions  north    of  ,feer- 
'-%i6k;   tod'  the  ^  afts  which    have  paffpd  at  'Weft-. 
'  minflter  for  the  !aft  ninety  yibar^  are  tile  mere  u^rpa* 
Attehsof  in  illegafl  aflcmbly: ;  Thiis  the  opc'ra'tioh  of 
'^Iht^princtpfe  oh  which  alone  you  can  fupporf  the  af. 
'iirtioh  that  yqti  hive  made,  is  at  oncer  to  cancel 
■  '  *  one 
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one  of  the  ti^le^ deed?  by  whicl|  the  Kin^  |K)jds  his 
crown-  andto  turn  the  ftatute^'pf.tlie  Britilh  Parr^ 
Iiament  for  near  a  century  to  walk  pabcr.  xr^ 
amongft  them  we  meet  thofe  proceedmg?  yfilh.  r.c.- 
fpedtto  Ireland,  which  qon^itut^.the  folemri  ^ommcX 
or  1782,  whole  finaJity  has  been  10  perverlcly.rmdc,  - 
an  argument  againlt  Union. 

QrjF you'grant  that  the  lapfe  at  ninety  years  niay» 

.-1M       »Tj'....ti- .fr   .1,  ;.i -'»r-r?.  r*;;.).!-   *^,':'«^ -^u^  ^:>^n. ■ 

by  this  time,  have  given  a  lame  litle  to  his  Mgjefty^ 
land  infufcd'a  portion  of  efficacy  into. the  laws  paffed 
m  the  United  Parnament ;  ana  that  the  acquiefccnce 
of  Scotland'  may  at  lehgtK  Have  cemented  into  fome 
thjng  of  fohd  and  regular  eftabli(lirrient,that  originally  ^ 
unconflitiitional  and  incoherent, mafs.  which-  with  the 
aiij  of  ibme  Scotch  ilateimeh,  of  no  tetter  ^-eputation 
'  for  Icnpwledge  or  integrity  than  himfelf,  theignprapt 
JLorS  Somers  )iad  put  together,  (Lord  Soniers  who 
had  already  expofed  his  arbitrary  principles,  in  a 
work  of  hi vcon^n^only  called  the  BHl  of  Rights;) 
ITay  fupppfin^  you  admit  all  this^  yet  furelyyou 


their  liberties,  and  their  Prince  j  and  (bed  tKeir  blood 


for  their  country,  on  th^fcaffold  and  in  thpjii^idl  iisLj 
a  cafui'lV  niight  even  dbiibt  whether  in  1745  the  fet*  ' 
tlemcnt  Had  become  lufficiehtly  rufty  to  be  entitled 
to  allegiance  •  'and  whether  thofe  were  Rebels  who  ' 
fell  at'  Cullodeni  arid  Tower  feiill.  .  ' 

Thfs  rcaTbning,r  confefs',has  been  urged  by  me  bc- 
fbrc;  arid'  fafk  my  readers  pardon  for  tlie  repetition  " 


^ 
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aevef' been:  refuiccl;^ '    *    '  -  -   .    - 

,  Tlie  :inkmice  vWifefc  f *  virotrld  dm w*  fwm  it  is  ihis ; 
•«^hot  thatany  fnan<hbu}d:  fopportUnbtt^ivgthoithinks  it 
'Mhff]mp6Mt  tiiC2L&jkt;  hat  that  tfc^c  who  refiiH  it, 
fiioulcifabl^tuie  airgumerit  ^t^  affcrrtion  ^  a^d  fhould 
iifo  oeafe  :t0.feutitl4ibei^p  oppofitiott  upon'  doiftrin'CS 
fabvetfive  of  the  mod  fc^thad  prin€iples»  a^^  favour- 
ing^ of  trca&Q  tb  th&'Kifog  and  Cohiilteuficm:' 

The  topicfc  *  which  I  barv-efeced  laftfr^tiiaglea^ 
naturally. to  one,  which  has^feedn-  ]oi  very  3r«|>!y  dfi<^ 
-cuffed  already,  that  it' &'fer  from  my  intention  t<> 
enter  deeply  on  it  no.w  i^^a^  toj^lck'  whi<tb  you  ftUtler 
round,  and  occaftonaliy  touch,  but  qH  which  you  are 
too  circuinfped  to  dwell::  I  mean  tlisat  GGWnpetente 
of  "ParTiftmcnt,  ^  wliiBh^aii*70ti'  cbuk^  '¥K»><?^ent»fe  to 
con'trcweit  dik«fily,  it  may  be  doubted-  >;?heth'&r  yo^ 
were  quite  tandidia  impeachihg  by  rnipllQ^ion. 

This*  competence  is  fo  obvious,' tKtft  I  beReve  I 
iriay,  TBven  claim  to  have  demonftrated* it  myfclf.  '  As 
for ,  abiltty^y  there,  was  no'  importunity  of  displaying 
aity^  but  as:  it  requifes.  nolalerits  m  fliew  that  tWo 
and  iw/iyiiiake  feur^  itiuitttd  well  wilb-the^  mediocrity 
of  roinevto  imdertake  the  proof  oif^ani^lm^  equally 
^dent  propofitbai  viiumbfe!hewe^f'a^-m^^  pre*- 
tffSnfipns  aye,  II  am  too  -jJioud  fobojrfln of  hiving  die- 
fieedGd4a,cfiahHfhiog  that^  which  irw^iild'  be  diP 
^acefuK.te  the.ycwtlgijftinnfanof  my  profisflion  even 
to  doubt ;  and  which,  if  a  perfon  of  the  fitrfr  legsrf're- 
pmation  lU^uld  .deny^  *I  jai^ht  be^  in'ftifpefrtoe  as  to 
Ai^ther^Mr  wa&iignota^trr  irifinceife,  but  t  muili 
«r9i»ovin€e^hhnrto  tejQ(ti«ictf:x)iher  iiran  e»f}in^m'dS^ 

grec. 
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grec*  Thertfort  infield  of  «ailting  it:  bavii%  in^ 
complilfaed  a  taik  On  which  fuper'tor  men '  would 
fcarcely deign  tdi efitet,*''=«mifteid of  tieiDgvabtef hav- 
ing merely  repeated  the  alphabet  of  our  cottftiWttOR^ 
—I  blu(h  to  have  bcett  cW^ed  to  inftrud?  ihofe  who 
ihould  have  known  better,  ^m  the  accWenctratid 
dcirtents  c^  the  governmeat  onder  whwh  they  Yvfk  i 
and  xtiy  excjufe  for  having  undertaken  lb  dnldiih  an 
empIoyAitntratift  be  found  m  that  clamorous  and 
decifive  denial  of  legillaltve  fovcrcignty,  which  I  'am 
forry  to  thiiik  iflued  from  an  Irifh  bar^  and  ev^n 
found  ita  way  into  an  Irifli  H^ufe  of  Common! 

Without  preftinfing  to  do  any  thing  fo  fdKbmifSis 
to  quote  myfdf,  I  truft  I  may  be  permitted  to  d** 
dine  repeating  here,  thofe  Arguments  whfch  I'hav^ 
already  fobmitted  ta  the  fMibUck*-^!  fhalt  ^^iferefote 
merely  beg  to  b*  informed  by  the  Anti-UhiotfTagcs 
of  the  law,  what  Lord  Coke  means  by  pronouncing 
the  power  of  Parliament  to  be  ♦*foabfolute  as  it 
canndt  be  confined  within  any  bounds?*^  or  Black- 
ftohe,  by  declaring  it  to  be  **  cntrUfttd  with  ciefpo- 
"  tick  power,  by  the  conftitmion  ?'*  How  this  latter 
is  to  be  conftrned,  or  his  authority  cVaded,  when 
defcencRtagtb  particulars,  he  laya  it  down  that  the 
legiflature  may,  without  exceeding  their  teghtmatc 
powers,  *^  change  and  create  aiFlrefh  the  conttitutiiitt 
^  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  i^arliatrients,'^^  wa« 
•*  done  by  the  eledibn  ftatutcs,  and  the  aft  of 
*•  Unionr 

I  (hould  moreover  hfig  to  know  whether  thil 
Sovereign-Subjeft  thi  Mdl>i  (on whofe  ph^ficaicon^ 
fequence  the  dcpofed  Parliament  is  (^dered,as  in  a  tort 

of 
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to(l0gifl{rfet)tbci^lfe  tha#  by  0cci^@«i^<|te*  fif^iyjt' 

odttftbtttkjnSl  aialhority  of  JPairliameftt>  ^itlwutf  «ifc/i(igr 
%^t\f9r:>m&€fy.tonfmnJuratr:  -powers  o£  >tbe,n#tifeSi.,  ,df 
•y*ii!h;lh6  ftH/ejand  t^duff^e  tepofiior^  n'?^^\%mm\i-} 
jr:i;1Ibfc:ai)ove  QiK^s  «re  9A\fo  eafiJy  tofv^red*;  tftia:! 
i>ftin>*«i»ple4  tQ  ftoublc  tlii;fe;  l^^il ,  ineoi^p^fefi^ 
' withl  ^!  ;f4w  piore;  .ftad.  enq^irei  with  all  .du^^  rfefeib 
^:(^fifik^\m\^xk  taakcs  partof  theiMately-ft^ifepv/^wJ 
panded»,{ibat  the  Houfe  of  Lt)rds  flj/ould  b&emirel^ 
qitsfolHH^^^or  if  npr^  whether  we  ate  jo  jrij^jal  our 
u%u>cf^£f om  Fqrt  GeurgCjT-io  carry  up  to  the  Pcf  rs^ 
fi^jtheif  c^acmFreoce, tho^ ^lebifcites^  whk.h  niayp^ifs 
%  ,^.*^^<>W' of  rai^  incur  p^  Cpmr^ns,-^ 
<iuri,VeriV^eliberativc,  and^plighceneid  fpultjiudiopus 
eftatc^".-  .•'-<■;  .    '     '- 

,^LF»g/?«!  aJfo,  for  ihelienei^tof  pqz^lc-be^dbd'iiH 

coippg^fsy' diftingpiA^  the ,  prpfent  ■  fpop,^  wid^^X 

4i^()a{;;jqveiftioa  i.  and  Qbfecv«  &unt.  we  ^e.rCnqiiiF- 

•i^gt^i^lie^/jPaj'lmnjcaibe  the.  <»ni%rtufiiOpjil  Spvc* 

»ifiifflV/  IS!  yi'Pt^r  *?  V^t^.  of„(;*Rreign;gr  i^ay 

<ftl?M<i^8*Vt.(-a8!rI  thjoJf;  the  ?rc.ncK  ,^ayo«aUc4,l|^ 
<^v5*^lk,|h^^9.t^  be  r4tlW:anHtrarC0^^ 
'^S^i?  ^3P<i:i  ji'ojlbl.M'hf  ther  ngy,  jajeccd^ts  JftwW 
be  found,  of  a  plea  of  jufttfication  to  .^an,  ,indj£b> 

SOmt,  iti  the  records  of  our  conftttution  }  or  lofiqg 

L  the 


H 
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the  precious  moments  in   argument^  or  declam^« 

tion:  .  ' 

— — "  non  replenda  eft  Curia  verbis : 


"  Irms  in  adver/os  :>  quid  ceffas  ?  au  tihi  Mefuors 

«  Fentof4  in  Hngud  ?" 

Meantioie,  while  we  ace  perambulating  the  limits 
of  parliamentary  authority^  and  enquiring  whether 
they  be  competent  to  accomplilh  any  given  mea- 
furCv  we  arc  bound,  as  has   been  well  obferved,^ 
p' admit   the  merits  and  expediency  of  that  mea- 
fure.  And  indeed  this  pofiulatum  impofes  no  mighty 
.hardfliip  in  the  prefent  inftance  :  fince  we  are  only 
required  to  admit  a  meafure  to  be  expedient,  which 
has   been  recommended  by  the  King;— deeined  nc-? 
ceffary  by  one  Parliament  of  the  Empire, — approved 
.  of  by  our  upper  {ioufe  of  legiflature,— its  principle 
conftrudlively   acquiefced   in  by    thjs    other,— and 
which  is  called  for  by  a  great  proportion  of  the  ter- 
ritory, .  poputalion,  landed  and  <:omniercial  intereftsj 
of  Iceland ;  dl  defiring  that  it  may  be  diipuffcd,  anfi 
.nic^  that  it  may  be  carried.     And,  if  any  doubt  of 
.  the  public  femiment.feould  flill  rcmaiiij-^it  cannot^ 
.  however,'  f^il^f  being  effedlually  cdlefted,  on  the  re- 
turn^  of  tbofe  writs  which  have  been  lately  iffued,-^ 
-under  th^  figrlaturc  of  two  refpedable  Peere,  who 
^(by  a  fort   of  topfy-twvy  and  newly-invented  po- 
litical flight  of  hand,)  being  transfprnned  into  the 

.  /  .  reprc- 

t  By  LordMinto.    I  cite  this  vpry  fair  and  judicious  obfervi^ 

tion,  l>ecaure  I  haTC  no.  where  met  with  it  except  in  his  Lord- 

•  &lp^8  fpeeeh.  '  In  other  inftances,  where  be  has  whh  a  clofe  and 

vs|(:c)d«ntal  cpincjdence,  wrgcd  the  fame  irgiimcnts  which  I  had 

ufcd  befonp,  i  have  thought  itunneceflary  to  quote  his  Lordihip*| 

reafoning;' fince  this  would  have  been  an  indireft  way  of  rcfer- 

iiig  ta  myfclf*  * . 


\ 


1r 

rfeprefefttitities  oF  eight  and  thirty  methbers  of 
the^  other  houfe^  .hare,  anncjced  to  the  letter,  which 
they  circtilate  in  order  to  colled  the  unbiaflfed  fenli- 
ments  of  the  people^^^a  ready-rhade  opinion  of 
their  own:  a  proceeding  calculated  to  relieve  the 
DUmerbos  clafs  which  they  addrefs,  from  a  talk  for 
which  they  are  foill  qualiited  as^tbat  of  deliberation'; 
and  which  difcreetly  avoids  propoiEmg  queflfions  to 
thofe,  whofe  anfwers  would  be  any  thing  but  Re- 
fpan/a  pruimtum.  ■     S    ^    ' 

We  arc  to  fwallbw  then  for  a  time^  (juft  for  ttrgu- 
ineot  kk^y  ouit  indignation  at  this  abominable^  par^ 
rtcidal,  &c.  &c.  mcafure, — which  McJyneux  thought 
there  was,  no  danger  would  be  e^er  impofed  on  lre»- 
land  i^  and  are  to  eni^uire  whether  PtarHament  ht 
tDop^etient  to  at^hieve  it,  fuppofing  it  were  left  im- 
I  politick  than  it  is.     Wa  are  to  put  the  n^bnfkrous 
arid  abftird  hypothfefis,  that  there  might  be  fomc  fup- 
pofable  circumftanoes  utider  which  an  Union,  on 
tfornc  fi;ippofable  Gopdi^bns^  would  be  cxpafieiit  for 
this  country  i  and  are  to  enquire  whether  Parliament 
-would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  be  competent  to  procure  an  ac- 
Acnctwledgcd  benefit  for  the  riation.  Undoubtedly  they 
.«could::  Ufnlefe  to  obtain  a  publicfc  good-r^be  tofub- 
vert  the  conftiftution;  and,  by  the  mere  difFufion  of 
profperity,  tpjuftify  revolt 

**  As  a  fcries  of  appeals  muft  be  finite,  there  ne- 

/*  xeflarily  exifts  in  every  government,  fe  poWer,' from 

*♦  which  the  ^dhftitutioh  has  pi'ovidcd  no  appeal; 

"  and  which  power,  for  that  reafon,  may  he  termed 

'•♦  abfalutey  emnipQfem^  MncontraUMe^  €^intfhry^  defpo^ 

*    «*4  "This/*  (fays  Molyiieux>)  fpeaking  of  an  incorporate  Union 

.,>f|w^en,. Great J?fiiyUjn  aii4  Ireland,    "  ia  a  tMi^piiicft  wc  can 

"  hardly  hope  for.'*— ^Sutc  .rf  Irela0d»/p.  37-'  '    ' ' 
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fic  i  an4  is  alike  lb  in  ail  countries.    The  perfbiiir 
or  ajjetnbfy^  in  whom  this**  CoranipptentJ  ^^  pmcr^ 
refides^  is  €aHed  the /wereign^  or  the  fuprtme  pmer^ 
of  the  Jinte.'^ 

*'  ^tict  to  the  feme**  (arbitrary)  **  power  univcr- 
"  faily  appertain^  the  office  of  cftabliJhing.  puWic 
**  laws, — it  is  called  alfo  the  legifiatUre  of  the  fiat e'^ 

^ "  A  Government  receives  its  denomination  from: 
**  the  form  6f  the"  (delpotic)  •*  Ifegiflature ;  which 
*'  form  is  likewife  what  we  commonly  mean  by  the 
*'  con(llrutioa  of  a  courtfry.'  ' 

*'.  Political  writer S' enuraerate  thi^ee  principal  forma 
*•  of  government.  Thefe  are,  firft  abfotote  mo* 
*•;  narchy,  'bhere  the''  (omnipotent)  ''  legiflature  is 
**.  ^^  ^\fi^i^^.  pe//on :  fecondly  ariftocracy ,  where  the\* 
(fame  uncontrollable)  "  legiflature  is  in  afeleSl  affenh^ 
"  ^/y  i  the  members  of  which  fucceed  to  their  places 
"  in  it,  in  refpedl  of  feme  perfonal  right,  or  quali- 
**^  ficatipn  :  iand  thirdly  democracy,  where  the  people 
"  at  large^  either  colleftivcly,  or  by  rcprefentation^ 
"  cmjlitute  th^"*  (ftill  defpotic)  ^''.legiflature:* 

Thefe  three,  "^^  however,  are  rather  to  be  undcF-, 
"  flood  as  the  (imple  forms,  by  fome  combination 
**  or  intermixture  of  which,  all.  actual  governments 
"  are  compofed,  than  as  any  where  exifting  in  ^ 
•'  pure  and  elementary  ftate*** 

Unlefe,  (let  jt   be  obferved)  the,  dodrine  of  par- 
iiaoientary  incompetence    be  weJV  founded :   for  if 
it  be,  then  fimple  uncombine4/4p^ocracy-^is  the 
.  a<5lual  ej^ablifhcd  governfnent  of  Ireland. 

*'  A  mixed  government  i«  compofed^  by  the  com- 

."  binalion  of  two  or  more  of  thele  fimple  forms. '•* 

/  .:.>      .       -  ':  That 

*  Palcy't  prkiciptes  of  nroral  and  polhlcsd  phflcyfophy,  book 
6th.  c.  6th.  I  have  q^bted  verbatim  from  tKia  writefi  making  no. 

change^ 
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That  is;  taj^iy,  the  legiflative  power  is  not  lodged 
^xclufiyely  with  a  fiqglc  perfon, — a  fcleft  affcmbly,— 
on  the  peopij?  at  large,  but,  (ftill  pofTeiBng,  its  efftntial 
charadlcr  of  oiyinipptence,  unabated,)  is  diltributcd 
in  portions^  amongft  fome  or  all  of  thcfe  yarious  in- 
terefts  ip  the  Itate. 

Thus  the  merits  of  the  meafure  being  admitted,— 
it  being  affumed  to  be  a  good  one,; — the  quettion  is^ 
whether  our  Parliament  be  competent  to  obtain , it  ? 
or  in  other  words,  (if .  Archdeacon  Paley  he ;  right,) 
whether  that  omnipotent,  '  uncontrollable,  4!^'^^ 
legiflature,  whjph  oonftitjutcs  the  fovereign.  power  of 
our  fiate,  be  poffeffed  o^  authority  fufficient  to  attain 
the  ends  for  which  it  was  eftablilhed, — by  procuring 
the  happinefs  of  iis  fubjeds ;— that  prinjvy  Qbj?6t  of 
all  political  inftitutions  ?  To^fuch  a,  q^ftion,  J.  am 
not  afraid  to  anfwer  in  tjie  affirpjiativc^ .  ^   ^  .    . 

But  let  us,  with  reference  to  the  prefent  queftion, 
proceed  to  fee  what  fqnber  has  beei;i  fald  ,by  this 
fame' writer,  of  the  Britifli.Conltitution :  'V  The  Go- 

vernment  of  England,|!^.h^j4efcribes,,as,  "  fCwriped 
**  by  a  combination  of  the.tlyjee  regular  fpecics  ;  the 

monarchy,  refidin^  in. the. Kings  the  ariftocracy 
"  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;•  ajid  the  republic  him  re- 

prefented  hy  the  Moufo  of  Commons'*  *Ht  after- 
wards proceeds  **  to  enquire  in  what  manner  the 

Cofijiitution  has  provided  fox.  its  ,own  prefervation ; 

*  that  is,  in  what  manner  ^ach  part  of  the  legiflature  ^ 
hfecuredxn  ih^^  exercise  of  :^he  powers- affigned  to 

*  \\\  from  the  inaoachment  of  the  other  parti.    This 
"  Tecurity  is  called  th^baliticje  of  the  Gof^itutio»i 

change,  unlefs  by  the  occar.onaljuxtapofition  of  fcntenccs>  which 
acre  feparate  in  the  work. 
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*^  smd  the  etjuUibrium.  bbnfilfe  in  two  cbnttiv^rtces^-^ 
•^a  balance  of  power;    arid  a  balaitc^b  of   intercity 
**'  By  the  fdrmcr  is  meant^  that  there  is  HO  power  pof- 
^'  f^Jed  by  6he  'part  of  the  kgijiature^  whoje  dbufe^  or 
•^  es^cefsy  is  not  checked  hyjbme  antagonift  povotr^  refJ- 
**  im  in  another  part.^^     With  refpeA  to  •*  the  Houfe 
^  of  Lords,  the  proper  ufe  and  defigii  of  this  part 
*•  *F  the  Cbnftitution,  arc"  (amongft  others)  "  the 
*•  fdliovfifig:    Large  bodies  of  men  are  fubjeft .  to 
••  fodden  phrctizies.    Opinions  may*  be .  circulated 
•*  aittoAgfi  a  multitude,  without  proof  or  examinia- 
**'  tioti;  ac^iring  confidence  and  reputation  merely 
**  hf  Being  rcJpeated  from  one  to  another :  arid  paf- 
**  fions  founded  upon  thefe  opinions,  difFufmg  tbem- 
'^  fcltces  witti  a  rapidity  that  can  neither  be  accounted 
*"*  fdr  Hot  rdifttfd,  fem'etimes  agitate^  a  country  with 
••  the  moft  vident  commotions.    Now  the  only  naay 
**  tif  flap  the  fetnmtatitmj  is  to  divide  the  majs:  that 
is,  to  tttOi  cfiiBarent  orders  in  the  community,  with 
ifeparate  hlterelts.    And  this  may,  occafionally^ 
bfteorntf  the  tife  of  an  hcreditaty  nobility,  invefted 
with  t  fhare  of  legifiiation ; — namely  toftem  theprp* 
<<  grefsof  popular  fary.    Averfe  to  thofe  prejudices,  ' 
^'Wfiteh  actuate  the  mmds  of  the  vulgar,— accuf- 
**  tomed  to  contemn  thfe  clamour  b^  tjie  populace,— 
••  they  win  oppofe  tefolutions,  which  are  fotinded  in 
«  the  folly  arid  violeijce  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
**'  comrtiunity.    Was  the  voice  of  the  people  .always 
**  dilated  by  refledlion,  I  fliould  hold  the  interffi- 
**  rencfe  of  a  fuperior  order,  not  only  fuperfluous, 
**  but  bad.     But  when  nve  obfervewhat  is  urged  as  the 
**  public  opinion^  to  be  in  truth  the  opinion  only^  or  per- 

"  haps 


^^  hips  ihefiigneJ  pof^m^of  ef/Jw  crafty  k^d^rs^ 
^^  tbat.thc  numb^rfi  wilt)  join  in  the  c^yt  (eryc.only 
^  to  XwcUand  multiply  tfap  fDun4»  without  any^ac* 
"  ccffiQiit)f  judgment,  or  cx^rcife  of  undcrftandiog  j 
^*  M^jhai  oftentimes  the  mfeft  councils  fm^  :heen  thu$ 
•*  werbome  hy  tumult  and  uproar^ — we  may  coA^fivc 
^  OGcafions  to  arife,  in  which  the  comnfidn-weaUh 
^  may  be  &vtfd  by  the  reluctance  of  the  aofeiliiy  to 
^  yield  :to  the  vehemeneef  or  adopt  the  capflcjes,  of 
**  tile  cojtnmon  people. 

^*  The  Conftitution  is  one  principal  divifion  of  tlv6_ 
**  code  of  public  laws  \  diftinguiflied  from  the  relj, 
^  only  by  the  particular  nature^  or  fuperior  iroport- 
**  ance  of  the  fubjeft  of  which  it  treats.  TbereCo|€ 
^^  the  terms  cofffiitutionai  and  unconftitutional  m^%n 
^*  tsgal  and  Skgal.  The  diltin£tion,  und  the  id^ap, 
♦*  which  thefc  terms  denote,  ar^  founded  on  the  fame 
*^  authority  with  the  law  of  the  land  upon  any  othf r 
*•  fubjedl ;  and  to  be  afcertaincd  by  the  fame  ei^- 
^*  quiries.  The  fyftcm  of  ]^ngU(h  jurifprudfn.ce  js 
^  made  up  of  a£ls  of  Parliament^  d^QidoM  of  courts  pf 
^  law,  and  immemorial  ufages :  confequcotly  ^/&(/^** 
(kgiflative  afts,  &c.)  ^*  are  the  principles  of  whic/i 
^'  thec0njlitution  itfelfconfifis :  the  fources,  from  which 
*^  ail  our  knowledge  of  its  nature  and  limitations  is 
**  to  be  deduced ;  and  the  authorities  to  which  all 
appeal  ought  to  be  made^  and  by  which  every  cofffiitft-  ^ 
tional  doubt  and  queflion  can  alone  be  decided*  This 
plain  and  intelligible  definition  is  the  more  neccf- 
fary  to  be  prcferved  in  our  thoughts,-— as  iQrtie 
*^  writers  upon  the  fubjed  abjitrdly  confound  what  is 

"  conJiitH- 


to 
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€t)nfiitutmal  with  v^hat   is  expedient:,  prorumcing 

forikwsth  eir  meafare  to  be  uncmjiitutional^  'whkh 
**  the  J  iidjudge  in  my  refpe^  to  be  detrimental  -ySi 
**  ail  of  Parliament i  in  England^  can  never  be  4iH'^ 
**  conftitMtionaly  in  theftri£i  and  proper  acceptation  of  the 
*•  term.''*  \ '::     ' 

I  fhall  make  no  apology  for  the  length  of  an  ex- 
tra&,  which  contains'fo  many  juft  and  applicable  re- 
flexions, and  which  is  highly  pertinent  Xo  my  gene- 
ral fubjeft;  befides  fuggefting  the  following  obferva- 
tions,  more  peculiarly  belonging  to  the  topick  which 
w«  are  upon. 

Firft^if  the  government,  under  the  theory  of  which 
we  live,  be  Britilh^ — and  if  we  be  to  look  to  afks  of 
Parliament  for  the  principles  of  our  conftitution,  mak- 
ing them  the  authoritie€  to  which  in  doubtful  cafes 
we  ftiould  appeal^— and  if  no  ftatute  can,  properly 
fpeaking,  be  unconftitutional,— *then  the  queftion  of 
parliamentary  competence  has  beer)  repeatedly  de- 
cided, by  various  ads  which  have  paffed:  acSts 
operating  as  material,  (though  not  (imilar)  changes  on 
the  conttitution,  as  thofe  prcycfts  of  reform  wouW 
iiave  produced,  which  you  fupportcd,  without  ex* 
•prcffing  any  doubt  that  Parliament  was  perfcftly 
competent  to  adopt  ,them :  and^  laftly,  the  Scotch 
Union  fupplies  us  with  a  determination  fo  accurately 
in  point,-7that  the  Aiiti  Unioniils  (hould  now  follow 
the  advice  of  Mr.  Pale^. 

They  (hould  eppofe  the  meafure  to  which  they  are 
Sq  hoftHe,  on  the  mere  ground  of  its  impolicy  ;  and 

abandon 

•  Ibid.  €.7. 


abandon  their  objedions  to  it  as  u^conftitutionaU , 
Ie*ring  his  Majefty  in  q4\iet  poffeflion  of  his  crown, , 
and  renouncing  that  vile  dodtrine  6f  Parliameivtai^y 
incortipetcnce,  which  robs  the  peers  of  their  (hare  of 
legiflation,  and  appeals  froni  the  deliberation3  of  the 
legiflaturc,  to  the  opinion  of  a  few  crafty  demagogues, 
echoed  by  an  ignorant  and  tumultuous  populace. 
Indeed  thus  to  retraft  is  the   more  incumbent  on  , 
them»  becaufeftrange.as  it  may  feem,  it  is  very  cer- 
tain,  that  while  they  are^  rcfifting  thofe  legitimate  pre-  ^ 
rogatives  of  the  legiflature,  the  exercife  of  which  may 
bringabout  a?i  Union,,  they  are  at  the  fame  time  (in 
order  to  defeat  this  ufeful  meafure)  attempting  to  pufh 
the  authority  of  Parliament  beyond  the  only  limit, 
which  has  been  fet  to  it  by  the  conlVitution.    A  legif- 
laturc'ta^y  do  every  ihiug  but  encroach  on  the  omni* 
potcnceof  that  which  is  to  fucceed  it :  but  in  fetting 
up  thdadts  of  the  Irifti  Parliament  in  1782,  to  ccyi- 
trol  the  powers  of  that  which  is  now  affembled,  they 
make  this  vain  and  uaconftitutional  attempt ;  adling 
in  the  v^ery  teeth  of;  my  Lord  Coke's  pofition,  that 
**  though  Parliai^ents  have  attempted  to  reftrain  fub- 
"  fequeht  Parlianients,  yet  they  never  could  effeft 
*'  it  i*'  for  **  a£ts  againft  the  power  of  the  Parlia- 
"  ment  fubfcquent,  bind  not."* 

\  have  now  done  with  this  fubji?(5t,  I  truft  for  ever ; 
and  probably  ftiould  not  have  faid  fo  much  up6n  it, 
if  it  were  not  for  my  hearing,  what  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  believe,— -that  an  eminent  Member  of  that 
prpfeffion  to  whicli  I  belongs  (and  which  is  fuppofed 
'  '         '  M  to 

*  4th  IiiftitUtc  43- 
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to  imply  fome  knowledge  of  the  hw  of  th?  hjoAfT 
intends,  by  fuppprting;  ^  Opinioni  which  aot  Oftjg:  - 
€ootcadi£ts  tha  njaxinos^  of  ovtr  conftitutio.n^  but  is. 
ii|pugDant  to  the  firfi  a^d  efiential  principles  of  alt 
gpveEnment,  tp  run  a  fUk  which  would  not  be  ven- 
tured, by  a  man  of  lefs?  reputation  ;  and.  evince  fajtif- 
fai^orily  to  the  pul^Jick,  that  his  difpofitionR  are  en- 
terprifijagt  2jxA  xhzX  bjs  chara<fter  is  well  eftablifli'ed 

I  fhall  now.   Sir  proceed  to   other  topicks;  and. 
thpugh   I  may  occafipnally  allude  to  your  printed 
fpeech^  Ihall  henceforth  rather*  confider  the  queftiort 
which  you  harve  treated,  tha?  inveffvgate  the  argu- 
rrveats  which  yoa  have  ufcd. 

The  qucftion  is  whether  a,  kgiflative  Union  of. 
thcfe  iflands,  on  juft  and  liberal  t^rms,  would  becom^  . 
patijble  wilh  the.&cedom,  and  conducive  to- the  profpe- 

I 

rity  of  this  country «  Whether  fuch  an  incorporation 
would  not,  under  any.  circumft2m:es,  and  upon  per- 
manent and  unalterable  piinciples,i  be  defirable  ;  and 
whether,  froca  our  late  calamities,  and  prefent'  pro{^ 
po^  that  is  not  become  neceflary^  which  mud  at  ail 
tin>cs  be  expedient.  Tbi&queftion  lanfwer,  on  nay 
conicience,  in  the  affirmative ;  and  towards  proving 
my  ©pinion,  the  only  datum  which  I  require  is  this, 
that  the  connexion  between  the  countries  is  rcquifite 
for  thee  welfare  and  facurity  of  both. 

!^c  Llhall  opt  cQnde£c:end  to  notice  that  vain  fo- 
phi^i3>  as.  mjfcbVcvous  iaits.  objedt*  as  weak  in  its 
eflfedt,  which.  irUalting,  the  principles,  and  good 
fenfe.  of  thofe  upright  men  who  fupport  Union,  un- 
truly ftates  the  queftion  to  be  this,  whether  we  fhould 
give  the  preference  to  liberty  or  connexion ;  and 
whether  it  be  of  the  cfitnce  of-  this  latter  that  Ireland 

(hould 
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flifbuM  hot  be  free.  I  am  grievecl  to  find  fo  paltry 
an  aflertion  intruding  itfelf  into  the  arguments  of  <a 
itian  wliofe  talents  I  have  too  much  difcernment  riot 
to  acJmire,  and  wnofe  charader  I  know  too  intimately 
not  to  love.  1  am  grieved  to  find  him  ^  fo  blinded 
and  mifled  by  party,  as  not  to  fee  that  it  is  i'mpoffi- 
ble  for  this  to  be  the  queftion^  confidering  the  part 
which  has  been  taken  bythofe,  of  whofe  integrity  he 
cannot— t  will  repeat  i^ — cannot  ^owhx  \  I  grieve  to 
lind  him  hurried  away  by  a  generous  prejudice  fo 
far-T-as  to  overlook  a  truth,  which  in  calmer  moments 
bis  good  fenfe  muft  jrecognifc ;  viz.  that  there  is  an 
incjepcndencc  proper  to  Union,  as  well  as  to  diftinft- 
ncfs  5  anci  that  cv^ry  portion  of  a  ftate  is  free,  where 
^ach  part  i^  in<i€f)endent  of  every  other ;  though  all 
the  parts  depend  upon  the  >yhole. 

No  man  of  common  fenfe  wifl  (with  the  cxpeda- 
tion  of  being  bclifevedj  deny  either  one  or  other  .of 
the  Following  pofitions ;  firfiy  that  fince  thefe  iflands 
affe  rhember$  (even  by  ahti  union  hypothcfis)  of  one 
empire,  it  would  reconcile  tbc  pradiice-^with  the 
theory,  and  contribute  to  imperiai  folidity,  that  they 
Ihould  b6  governed  by  one  k^iflature ;  or  in  other 
words  that  the  ftate  ihould  be  under  the  dominion 
of  one  Sovereign.  S^condiy^  that  if  infteadof  alter- 
ing an  bid  faVick,  we  had  to  eredl  a  new,  we  coqld 
hot,  without  the  mod  manifeft  defertion  of  ordinary 
and  eilablilheci  rules,  aflign  to  Ireland  a  proportion 
of  reprefentatives  in  the  common  Parliament,  equal 
to  the  number  of  thofc  returned  by  a  member  of  the 
empire  exceeding  this  in  population,  refources^,  and 

extent  i 

*  See  Mr.  Bu&e'i  printed  fpeeck. 
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extent ;  and  we  ftiould  dcfpife  the  blundering  pert- 
tiefs  which,  in  pronouncing  that  Ireland  was  enflaved, 
by  returning  fewer  reprefentatives  than  were  fent^ 
by  the  greater  limb  of  the  empire,  would  in  faft 
imply  that  Irifti  freedom  could  by  no  means  be  le- 
cured,  unlefs  by  repealing  that  very  anticnt  law  of 
Nature,  which  has  enafted  that  a  part  (hallnot.be 
equal  to  the  whole. 

Is  Ireland  content  to  be  a  part  of  the  empire?  The 
Anti-Unionifts  anf>^er;f(fj;— but  their  reafoningwhif- 
pers  no. 

If  fhe  be,  let  her  fubmit  to  thofe  confequences 
which  muft,  by  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  arifc 
from  the  fractional  fituation  that  (he  has  chofen.  She 
muft  remove  the  caufe,  if  (he  woiild  get  rid  of  the 
efFeft.  The  being  connected  is  the  qaufe ;  and  its 
removial  will  be  feparation. 

.     I  am  tempted  to  illuftrate  this  part  of  the  inquiry, 
in  a  way  which  i^  rti^  readers  (hould  think  unfuitahle 
to  the  gravity  of  the  fubjedt  we   are  difcufling,  I 
might  juftify,  by  obferving  that  it  is  difficult  to  give  a. 
ferious  anfwer  tb  a  filly  argument. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  Cornwall,  profcffing  to  be  an 
integral  part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  fliould  however 
have  a  diftindt  Parliament  of  her  own,  which  it  was 
propofcd  to  incorporate  with  the  principal  legiflature 
of  Britain/  We  agree,  fay  the  Cornifh  men,  to 
the  principle  of  incorporation ;  it  rerhains  to  know 
,  what  are  to  be  the  terms  :  how  many,  members  (hall 
this  diftrid  fend  to  the  united  Parliament  ?  a  number, 
replies  the  miniftcr,  pr6portioncd  to'  its  refources,  and 

fituation' ; 
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fituation  :  for  example,  forty-fotir  commdncrs.  If^,4 
flantly  the  patriotifm  of  Cornwall  is  vip  in  arms. 
Forty-four  members  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons !  this 
wUl  be  a  mere  merger  of  the  Cornifh  Parliament  1 
an  i  abfolutc  cxtinftion.  of  .our  indeperidence  !  Shall 
wc  thus  furreodcr ,  our  conftitutioa  ?  Cornwall,  the 
country  of  the  long-loll  Arthur !  Cornwall,  the  pri* 
^ary  feat  of  civility  in  Britain  ;  whofe  tin  mines  were 
worked.  Lord  knows  how  many  centuries  ago,  by 
the  Phenicians  !  - 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  fuch  flrong  reafoning 
would  make  a  due  impreflion,  and  prevail  upon  the 
'  Britilh  adminiiRration  to  allow  that  Cornwall  fliould 
rcfurn  five  hundred  and  fourteen  members  to  the 
Imperial  Houfe  of  Commons,  (this  being  the  fum  of 
Britifh  reprefentation  :)  that  (he  (hould  a.lfo.  thruil 
every  peer  (he  could  lay  her  hands  on  into  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  V  and  that  from  the  day  of  Union  no  title 
of  nobility,  appendant  to  any  other,  diftridt,  ftiould 
be  conferred,  without  at  the  fame  time  creating  a 
peer,  who  (hould  take  his  title  from  fome  territory 
<  in  Cornwall, 

Matters  thus  arranged,  and  the  united  Commons, 
to  the  number  of  above  a  thoufand  being  affcmbled, 
they  are  alarmed  to  receive  a  petition  from  Derby • 
Ihire,  infifting  upon  the  loyalty  and  antiquity  of  that 
diftridl,— as  long  above  water,  and  as  well  ftored  wiih 
foflils,  as  any  other  part  of  England, — praying  the 
benefit  of  the  Cornifh  principle,— and  that  the  num- 
ber of  its  members  (hould  be  cncreafed  from  four  to 
a  thoufand  and  twenty-four,  fo  as  to  balance  the  re- 
*  .  fidue 
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feJuc  of  Britifli  rcprefentation,  and  fecure  the  ttrfan- 
gered  liberties  of  Derby. 

.  Under  thefe  circumftancts  I  cAn  cbncfeirfc  an  eil- 
lightened  ^atefmen  to  get  up,  and  warn  Parliament 
how  they  proceeded  farther  dn  a  principle,  which  led 
to  greater  embarraffmentis  than  perhaps  were  foffe- 
feea.  That  every  county  might  come  forward  iti 
fucceifion,  and  claim  the'opetation  of  this  rule,  with 
as  much  ground  as  could  be  alleg^  on  beh^if  of 
Derby  (hire  or  Cornwall :  That  mean  timts;  the  repre- 
fcntative  body  would  encreafe,  like  the  price  df  the 
horfe  which  was  fold  at  the  rate  of  a  penny  for  tht 
Brft  nail  in  his  (ho^s,  and  of  making  the  price  6f  each 
fueceeding  niil  double  that  bf  the  one  before ;  till  at 
length  there  could  be  no  more  reprefentatiVtS,  for 
want  of  more  conflituents ;  and  the  populdtion  of 
Britain  would  not  fuffice  for  the  fupply  of  her  ertof  - 
mous  parliamentary  refcrvoir. 

Thofe  who  can  deride  this  principle^  in  the  litia- 
^nary  cafe  of  Cornwall,  might  do  well  to  cohfidet 
whether  it  be  hot  the  very  fame  which  they  arc  fel- 
ting up  fo  loudly  on  behalf  of  Ireland ;  whethdf* 
thofe  who  objcft  to  Union,  becauTe  our  reprefentatives 
will  be  lefs  numerous  than  thofe  of  Britain,  are  doing 
more  than  imitating  the  Cornifh  claims ;  and  whether 
their  objeftions  can  grow  lefe  abfurd,  unlefs  it  be  by 
becoming  more  mifchievous  j  and  demonftrating  th^ 
expediency  of  fcparation. 

I,  for  my  part,  Am  a  ftncere  friend  to  the  con- 
nexion :  I  have  ever  been  fo.  But  I  w(  uld  fuir 
my    praftice   with  my    principles ;    and  not  fanf 

about 
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about  my  regard  for  that^,  which  my  conduft. 
manifeftly  tended  to  diflblye.  On  thefe  grounds^ 
it  is  that,  for  now  a  ferics  of  years,  and  uaiformljF 
fince  I  have  fac  in  Parliament,  I  have  fupported 
every  importani:  meafure  of  Government,  except 
t^e  RejeAion  of  the  -  Roman  Catholic  Claims.  I 
have  done  fo,  not  only  without  being  conne&ed 
with  A4miniftrati©n,  but  without  fccking  Or  pof- 
felfing  (hat  intercourfe  with  them,  which  ufiaalLy. 
fubfifts  between  Government  and  even  the.  hum* 
bleft  pf  ijii:  Supporters.  Scorning  to  reftue  the 
mifreprefentation  of  thalb;^  who.  deibribed^  me  as  a 
member  of  pppofition,;  fand  who  have  betrayed 
me  intx>  this  (hort  egptifm,  by  pceluming  lately 
to  fpeak.  of  me  asv  a,  man  who  had  changed  myv 
principles,}  I  contented  myfelf  with  refifiing  Par- 
liamentary. Reform.:  with,  fupporxing  the  Infurrec« 
tion  JBilly  and  oppoQng  its  Repeal:  Vjfith  con- 
curring ta  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  ASi:  wit{i 
indemnifying  thofe  who  bad  tranfg^Qfled  the  Law 
to^fave  the  Conftitution :  with  vifiting  the^  crimes 
of  the  Traitpr  on  his  defendants  :  with  ftrength- 
ening  the  (lands  of  Government  to  an  unprecedent- 
ed degree:  with  not  dcfcrtirtg  my  poft  in  Parlia?- 
ment  to  the  laft.  In  (hort,  I -fought  fon  the  con- 
nexion, and  was  hoc  unwilling,  to  let  others  receive 
the  pay. 

But  I  never  ceafpd  to  deplore  the  neceffity  of 
that  rigour,  which  I  fupported  ;  and  I  now  adt 
not  only  confiftently,  but  (if  I  may  fo  exprfefs  it) 
confe^juentially,  irx  being  the  advocate  of  a  fyftem 

which 
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which  will  keep  the  empire  cnlire,  compatibly  with 
ihofe  free  principles,  that  we  'have  hitherto  been 
obliged  to  (acrifice  very 'largely  to  its  prefervation  : 
a  fyftem  which  will  truft  the  Tecurity  of  Britifti  con- 
ncxioti,  ilot  to.  penal  ftaiutes/oi*  military  control; 
bat  to  the  milder  yet  more  cffedual  influence,  and 
widely  difFufed  bleflin^s  of  the  Britilh  confti'tution. 
.  I  do  not  know'wneiher  what  I  a(k  pardon  for  hav- 
ing taken  the  liberty  of  faying  about  myftilf,  goes 
to  prove  that  I  have  thofe  claims  to  credit  and  atten- 
tion, which  conftftency  and  independence ^rtiay  give 
toian  humble  man  ;  but  it  will  at  Icaft  fuggeft  a  reply* 
to  thofe,  who  in  fa6t  do  not  deferve  an  anfwer,  when 
they  a(k  whether  this  be  a  moment  to  propofe  Union  ? 
Now,  when  the  coiintry,  languid  and  exhautled,  is 

-  yet  panting  from  her  efforts  in  the  late ^rebellicTn ! 
This  is  not  only  wretched  argument :  ii  is  miferablc 
declamation :  It  amounts  in  faft  to  thliP  nfonftrous 
pofition,  that  it  isr  not  when  a  knpt  is  loofened  we 
fliould  make  it  faft  :  that  having  traced  to  its  fource 
a  danger  from  which  we  have  narrowly  efcaped,  and 

'  which,  as  long  as  that  fource  is  open,  will  be  liRely  to 
recur,  we  (hould  not  be  in  any  hurry  tcf  remove 
the  caufe  which  we  have  thus  detefted ;  although 
Hhe  next  eflfedt  which  it  produces,  may  be  mor- 
tal. •  Such  reafoning  proves  nothing,  or  it  demon- 
ft  rates  this, — that  a  profperous  fit  nation  it  may  b,e 
expedient  to  change ;  but  that  it  would  be  highly 
imprudent  to  modify  a  fyftem,  of  which  the  natural 
produce  feems  calamity  and  difcord. 

But 


A. 


]^at  mdeed  the  Antt-Unionifts  take  fuch  varioUk 
grounds,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  encounter  them 
With  tfkOif  if  it  were  not  that  this  diflfenfiQa  fuppliei 
ft  general  argument  againft  tbe^i  .all^  One  admits 
that  the  meafure  which  he  relifts  inight  be  vcrye:^- 
pedient  under  certain  imaginary  circumftances ;  tO 
wit,  thofe  in  which  according  to  another  Anti-Unionift 
we  now  ftand.  Thus,  fortunately  for  their  antagonifti^ 
the  Anti-Union  batteries  are  to  difpofed^  that  they  fire 
Upon  each  other,  and  do  great  execution.  Tbd. 
Speaker  for  example.  Sir,  does  not  agree  iit  your 
picture  of  this  country,  as  reduced  by  a  trdn  of  ca<» 
lamitous  meafures,  to  religious  divifions,  and  the  con- 
dition of  a  conqucft/'*  He  of  courfe  cannot  dcf- 
cribe  this  as  the  tendency  of  meafures,  which  orig^*^ 
nated  from  a  cabinet  of  which  he  made  one.  Noi 
thgt  fagacious  ftatefman  deriding  the  puny  efforts  qf 
(eparation,  and  penetrating  thofe  fcejies  of  blood  and 
havock  which  pbftruft  the  views  of  fuch  inferior  pcdt^ 
ttcians  as  myfelf>  fees  nothing  round  him,  but  pro(pe» 
rity  and  peace  i  the  mpft  folid  bleffings  in  our  adtual 
po^eiBon,  and  the  faireft  pmfpedts  for  times  to  come ! 
Ift^^d  fo  happy  ure  we,  that  as  he  has  expreffed  it  in  a 
hpnacly  way,  we  fliould  alk  nothing  of  England,  but 
{bat  the  would  let  us  alone.f  What  is  fo  apparent 
to  that  gentleman^ .  I  freely  confefe  myfelf  unable  to 
i^ifcerni  but  I  much  prefer  his  inference  to  yours  i 

.      .       N  and 

•  .'  *  Wtr.  Girattan'slpeech* 

t  It  n,yn>en>orydoe.  not deceire mc,  thefe-or  6Mk^  itxpitA' 
Qns  occur  in  the  Speaker's  fpeech. 
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and  (hould  rfith^r  decline  tftmpering  with  a  profpe- 
rous  Condition,  than  with  one  which  I  had  defcribed 
ts  vi^fctched  in  the  extreme.  « 

I  fupport  Union— from  my  rqgl&rd  to  the  con- 
ncximr;  which  in  my  opinion  can  no  ofherwife  be 
fecured.  If  I  were^  a  dabbler  in  reform,  artd  received  ' 
propolals  for  conftitutions,  as  fome  dPi  I  (houM  fay  ^ 
Britifh  connexion  is  my  fundamental,  principle:  de* 
(ign  me  a  plan. as  excellent  as  you  can  in  other  re- 
fpe£ts ;  but  above  all  let  your  el^ablifhment  be  one 
which  1  can  eredl  on  this  foundation.  If  any  wife 
man  ftiould  (et  to  work  in  i8cx>  with  thefe  direAions, 
the  plan  which  he  muft  prcfent,  would  be  a  legiflative 
Union.- 

'  ff  it  be  a(ked  in  what  confifts  the  good  which  Union 
wHl  accompnfl)  ?  I  point,-  with  Mr.  Fitt,  to  the  evils 
which  it  will  prevent ;  to  the  fccurity  which  it  will 
(including  Ireland)  give  the  empire.    'The  grand 

benefit  which  will  refult  from  the  meafute  to  this 

•  *    •  '  .     .      » 

kingdom,  (that  benefit  from  which,  as  from  a  fource, 
the  reft  muft  flow)  will  be  the  ftrengthening  the  con- 
nexion,  fo  as  that  it  cannot  be  diffolved. 
'  How  will  Union  protect  us  from  invafion  ?  by  de- 
ftro^ing  that  hope  of  fcparating  this  country  from 
Great  Britain,,  which  at  prefent  is  our  encmy^is  grtet ' 
inducement  to  invade  us. 

flcPw  will  it  promote  the  wealth  and  commercial 

greatnefs  of  this  country  ?  by  removing  that  mound 

, which  hai^  hitherto  confined  the  redundant  capita!  of 

England,  and  prevented  it  from  flowing  for  the  bene^ 

fit  of  the  iriih  natiojn. 

Amid 
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JKmld  difturbance  from  within»  and  invafibn  from 
iwithout, — thofc  neceffary  confcqucriccs  of  oirr  prefent 
precarious  obnnexion,  and  of  the  attempts  of  ehe- 
mies  and  traitors  to  avail  themfelves  pf  its  weaknefs* 
and  effeiSt  a  fcparatlon, — ^it  cannot  be  wondei-ed  at,  if 
no  Englidiman  would  chufe  to  truft' himfelf  or  his 
capital  to  a  country,  where  neithef  life  nor  property 
are  fecure/  But  take  away  thofe  impediments,— and 
what  will  remain,  to  countervail  the  inducements^ 
which  its  natural  Iituatlon  holds  out  to  the  trader  to 
eftablifh  himfelf  in  Ireland .?  Mr.  Fofter,  a  great  au- 
thority on  fuch  fubjeSis,  admits  that  this  country  is 
fituated  extremely  well  for  commerce ;  and  that 
England  finds  a  full  call  for  all  (he  makes :  every 
'yeai;  affording  an  encreafihg  demand."  Here  then 
is  an  inducement  to  veft  more  capital  in  bufinefs; 
while  Ireland^  reinftated  in  thofe  advantagies  which 
nature  gave,  (but  which  an  ill  conftrudted  eftablifh- 
ment  took  away),  tempts  the  adventurer  to  hrkke 
choice  of  it,  for  the  fcene  of  His  trade.  Add  to 
which,  the  fecurity  that  Union  giVeis  the  cmpiire^ 
will  oeceffarily  augment  the  profpcrity,  and  commer- 
cial enterprife  of  Britain ;  and  be  of  fervict?  to  this 
country  in  two  mys:  by  Tendering  England  too 
cohtraddi  a  fphere  for  its  enorm6us  capital  to  move 
in  5  and  by  urging  the  capilalift  to  avail  himfelf  of 
the  peculiar  local  advantages  of  Ireland,  and  make 
it  the'  theatre  of  his  commercial  exertions.  CeUrh 
paribus^  it  is  plain  that  the  tradeir  will 'fettle  in  that 
place^  which  is  bcft  calculated  for  the  pujrp<jfi»  *  of 

*       I  his 

•  $pcaker'8  Speech,  p.  70. 


(lis  cooimerce ;  and  tM  when  our  tranquillity  lliaU 
have  been  permanently  reft6red»  this  principle  muft 
operate  beneficially  for   Ireland,  is   a  propofitioii 
which  it  wQuld  be  fuperfluous  to  prove.    Yet  with 
what  flimfy  objections  has  this  plain  reafoning  been 
encountered  i  I  will  prove  to  you,  fays  Mr.  Fofter, 
('too  able  a  nian  npt  to  eftimate  truly  the  argument 
which  he  ufed,J  that  you  muft  not  hope  to  fep  tho 
woollen,  the  cotton,  the  pottery,  or  iron  manufac- 
lures  fettled  aitiongft  you.     It  is  true  that  this  very 
|'eipe£table  perfon  failed  altogether  in  the  proof  of 
bis  aiTertion ;  and  w;^s  refuted  not  only  by  others, 
hut  by  himfcif ;  fince  his  pofitions  not  only  fliew  that 
the  cheapnefs  of  labour  and  provifions  in  thif  country 
might  more  than  counterbalance  the  other  difadvan- 
(agea  on  which  he  xelies ;  but  after  urging  the  want 
q{  fliel  as  the  obftaclc  to  our  hopes,  he  admits  that 
we  (hould  find  abundance  of  coal  in  Ireland,  if  we 
ha(i  but  capital  enough  tofcarch.    But  it  has  always 
ftruck  me  that  the  cafe  would  not  have  been  altered, 
though  he  had  fucceeded  in  his  demonftration.   The 
queffion  was  whether  we  (hould  have  the  capital ; 
not  how  that  'capital  would  be  employed :  whether, 
^n. general,  we  (hould  have  trade;  not  what  parti- 
ful^  {iranches  of  it  might  flourifh 'here.    'The  argu- 
ment refqmbl^  his,    who  (houid  deny  that  when 
the  dam  wa&  removed^  the  ilream  that  had  been  im* 
priipMd  would  iflue  forth ;  and  (hould  atterbpt  to 
prove  his  denial,  by  raifing  doubts  as  to  the  chan- 
ijcl§5«!?da  j|fhicl»  ^  Wfttpr,  when  it  was  relcafcd, 
Urould  run. 

Union,  you  fay,  will  take  away  a  great  portion  of 
pur  lan$)ed  capital,  and  you  tremble  for  the  effect 

w  hich 
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^vliich  thk  removal  mtifi  have  upon  th?  ligsiculfqta 
of  Irekad.  It  mull  rndbed  be  admitted^  that  |ibnt 
your  own  accoiuit  our  tillage  is  in  fo  latnguiihii;^  ^ 
concKtion^  tbat  we  have  none  to  fpare ;  aiK):  m  bd<ig 
depcived  6f  it,  ftiould  lofe  what  was  poffeffedjof  every 
valae  that  rarity  can  give.  Where  **  the:  tenantry;. 
^^  bad  not  capital;  and  great  tracts  of  knd  taximntdt 
•*  cither  totally  neglected,  or  liiperficiaily  improv- 
«<  cd>''*  the  coiaatry  had  little  to  boaft  of  on  tlje 
fcore  of  coltivatfen. 

*  Pifdidk  infelin  totum  nihil :         -  -  ■ 
Sucb  aS'  it  wa«,  Union  has  defiroyed  it  all.   Thefe 
ckfiru^^' tendencies  of  Union  I  am  unable  to  dtf- 
c^m^    For  ncft  to  niention  that  th^  f^rt^ne  which  ia 
amafs*d  in  trade  is  generality  veiled  at  lail  in' the 
porcbafe  of  land,  fo  that  the  communication  of  a 
commercial  will  uhimately   give  a  laiided  capital,*-^- 
it  feems  mean  time  no  hazardous  conjeflure)  l!hat  thc' 
onCreafe  pf  wealthy  induftry,  and  population,  mail  cotl« 
tribute  fhatciially  to  {jromoting  tillage.    "  The^ffedl^ 
•♦  of  trade  upon  agricuhure,"    (lays  an  ingenious' 
writer,)    **  is  vifible  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ti'ading' 
^*  towns- J  and  ib  thofe  diftri^ls  which  carry  on  a  com* 
♦*  munication  with  the   markets  of  trading  towns.^ 
*•  The  hufbandmen  are  bufy  and  (kilful  ^  the  pea-^ 
^*  fantry  laborious :    the  lands  arc  managed  to  the 
^*  beft    advantage,    and    double    the   quantity    of- 
•*  corn    or    herbage    raifed   from   it,    of  what  •  ^he 
^*  fanie  foil  yields  in  remoter,  and  more  n^'glcfted 
/     .  '*  parts 

1^  Mr,  Grattan'g  wordi. 
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*^  parts  of  the  country.  Wherever  a  thriving  manu- 
*•  fiiftory  finds  jncans  to  cftablifh  itfcIF,  a  new  vje- 
^^  getation  fprings  up  around  it.  I  believe  it  is  true 
^'  that  agriculture  never  arrives  at  any  confiderable, 
^  much  lefs  at  its  higheft  degree  pf  perfedlion,  where 
**  it  is  not  conneded  with  trade ;  that  is,  where  the 
•*  demand  for  the  produce  i»  not  encreafed  by  the 
**  confumption  of  trading  towns." 

r  do  not  know  why  I  (hould  quote  Paley  in  fupport 
of  a  truthy  fo^obvious  that  I  might  have  ventured  to 
ilate  it  6n  my  own  authority ^  viz.  that  com,  like  any 
other  article  of  confumption,  will  be  produced  in 
pfoportipn  to  the  demand  which  there  ts  for  it :  and 
this  being  the  cafe,  I  cannot  (hare  your  apprehenfions 
that  Union,  in  introducing  commercial  capital  amongft 
USy  will  fail  to  promote  the  agriculture  of  Ireland. 

But  will  the  eflfeft  of  Union  be  to  encreafe  our 
abfentees  ?  I  fincerery  believe  not  in  the  degree  that 
ipme  pretend  to  fear ;  and  others  perhaps  really  ap« 
prehend.  I  will  not  fay  whether  the  cafe  would  be 
altered  by  a  Union,  but  at  ieail  there  feems  to  be 
nothing  in  our  prefent  diftin£tnefS|  which  induces 
landed  proprietors  to  refide :  and  I  have  ibme where 
feen  it  ftated  that  nearly  a  million  of  Irifh  rents  went 
annually  from  hence,  before  the  number  of  our  ab* 
fentees  was  fo  greatly  augmented,  as  it  has  been 
fince  thofe  late  difturbances  took  place,  which  were 
attributable  to  caufes,  that  Union  would  remove. 
Therefore  you  do  not  put  the  matter  fairly  when 
you  fay  that  the  jninifter  *^  finds  one  great  abfentee 
**  draught ;  and  gives  us  another.**  One  drain, 
themeafure  which   he   propofes    wpuld  clofe.  up; 

and 


95 

and  thole  whom  tumult  banifhed^  tranquillity  would 
recall.  Whether  the  kingdoms  be  united,  or  be  not, 
London  muft  be  the  rclidence  of  the  monarch,  dnd 
'  the  metropolis  of  the  empire ;  and  as  fuch  attradk  the 
great  and  the  ambitious,  from  whatever  quarter  of  tfie 
Britilh  dominions.  But  Union,  fo  far  from  encreaiing, 
will  rather  in  fome  degree  counteraft  thofe  attradkions. 
I  do  not  mean  merely  by  rendering  property  fecure  ; 
and  giving  Ireland  that  quiet  and  profperity,  to  which 
(he  has  fo  long  teen  a  ftranger-:  thus  tempting 
the  moderately  weahhy  to  fix  their  refidence  in  a 
thriving, and  tranquil  country,  where  taxes  do  not 
dedudt  fo  largely  '  from  income  as  In  England :  I 
IBcan  by  the  reward  of  refidencfe  which  Union  will 
propofe,— viz.  a  feat  in  the  imperial  legiflature  -, — no 
trivial  objcdt  of  fair  ambition  to  the  proiidefi.  Neither 
will  that  advantage,  which  has  been  noticed  l^  Nfr« 
Pitt,  be  overlooked  by  the  real  friends  to  the  connex- 
ion ;  namely,  that  this  transfer  of  the  legiflature  would 
diffeminate'  thofe  Englifli  feelings,  which  4re  quite 
compatible  with  the  mofl  genuine  and  patriotick 
love  for  Ireland.      ' 

t  am  well  .aware  how  much  men'^  principles 
are  ftrengthcned  by  their  habits  5  and  I  have  very 
little  doubt,  (if  it  be  not  prefumptuous  to- draw 
an  illuftration  from  the  petty  and  obfcure  circle  of 
my  own  experience,)  that  having  been  .educatefi 
in  England,  and  paffed  the  earlier  years  of  my  life 
in  that  country,  contributed  more  efFedtually  ihan 
any  rcflc6lion  could  have  dope — to  put  my  fcnttr 
ments  and  principles  in  unifon  with  each  other; 
and  make  me  confidcr  all    my  fellow  fubjcdls  in 

/  the 


the  light  OT  Couritrymeh  5    on  which  CV^i"  Wc  pf 
the  t^anriiei    t^cy   might    Happen  .  to   have,  be^ii 

But  hehhef  is  it  td  be  forgotten,    that  thou^ 
Uaiori  Ihoold  turn  fpraie  pf  our  prefcnt  Refidcnty 
to  AbfcntccSj-r-this  cffcft  would  be  'more  than  coun- 
ferbalahced  by  the   niany   beneficial    confequences 
wlficK  it  would  produce  j    by  the  rcftotation  of  that 
good'  order,    for  tlie  want  of  which,,  there  is  no- 
thing  can  compenfate ;    the  fecurity  of  that  coii-^ 
nexipri,  which  is  eflcntial  to  our  welfare ;   the  con- 
feque'nt  Introduftion,  of  Induftrjr  and  wealth,-— -and 
the  comfort  and  impfoyemcnt  of  our  fordid  and  de- 
~  graded  people  \    the  formation   of  a  .  clafs    which 
this'  country    greatly    wants,     for.   the    put!ppfe 
^ifamongft  others,)  which  I  havd  nientioncd  laft  j-r-a 
•adcript'ionofmen  that  would  ftob  the  bre^ehgs  irl  our 
yfocidty,  and  fill  up'  that'  interval  feetweefn  rich  and 
•poor,  whith  forms  a  gulph  that  had  nearly  fwailOwei 
tip  the  Conftitution  ; — and/laftly,  by  the  advantage 
-^hteh  we  might  reafonably  hopi  tci'  ireceive^  from 
having  the  imperial  councils  at  all  times  InAuenged, 
jperhaps  fometimes  guided,  by  fornc  of  thofe  Peers 
or  Commoners  whom-  Ireland  had  returned  5   meta 
attathcd  to,   aiid'  acquainted  with  the  Jnterefts  of 
thetr  native  country.      Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  bribes 
'"ivhich  the  Minifler  holds  Out.     I   plead  guilty  in 
his  name,   to  the  charge   which   you  have  brought 
againft  hrm :    The  bribes  which  he  offers  are  irrc- 
fiftibly  attraaiivc ;   no  Icfs  than  freedom^  profpcrityy 
and  peace,— to  coerced,  impoyerilhed,and  diftradcci 
lkland> 

Proteftirig 
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Frotftfting '  agsunft  the  joftice  or  ptoprid:y  of  effi** 
mating  the  advantages  of  Union  by  its  probable  ef- . 
foas  on  the  metropolis,  exclufively,.— *I  njuft  howevc? , 
refuTe  my  aflfent  to  the  opinion  that  evea  to  Dublia. 
it  wiU  be  at  all  permao^ently  injurious*  Let  us  ba* 
liince  the  account  fairly.  This  city  it  now  the  capi-*  ^ 
tal  of  a  poor,  and  idle,  and  dlftra£ted  kingdpoi  ^  but 
it  is  the  feat  of  the  Iri(h  legiflature.  After  Unt<Hi 
the  feat  of  legiflature  will  be  transferred  to  England  ^ 
and  the  arrangement  which  involves  this  transfer,' 
vrill  render  Dublin  the  metropolis  of  a  wealthy,  flou-  ' 
riihlng,  i^nd  peaceful  country.  I  fee  nothing  for  my 
fellow  citizens  to  tremble  at,  in  fuch  a  change.  I  pre* 
fume  it  cannot  be  .denied  either  that  the  profperity 
of  a  capital  (hould  be  in  proportion  to  that  of  theftate; 
0T  that  it  will  even  (hare  principally  and  pre-eminently 
in  the  general  welfare ;  and  that  the  national  circula- 
tion will  be  ftrongeft  about  the  heart.  But  to  this  I 
niuft  add  another  confideration,  viz.  that  &e  gran* 
deur  of  Dublin  would,  after  Union,  be  derived  from 
that  of  Ireland.  Being  the  focus  in  which  the  national 
rays  were.  coUeftqd,  its  fplendour  would  be  propor- 
tioned to  their  number  and  brightnefs;  and  as  the 
city  would  be  interefted  in  the  general  welfare  of  the 
land,  this  latter  would  have  the  advantages  which  i( 
poured  in,  refledted  back,  and  would  rife  and  ilouriih  « 
conncAedly  with  its  metropolis.  But  what  is  the 
fiti^tion  of  Dublin  now  ?  its  grandeur  is  not  only 
infulated,  and  unconnefted  with  tliat  of  the  country  to 
which  it  claims  to  belong,  but  it  is  even,  in  fome  degree, 
built  upon  the  degradation  and  impoveriftiment  of  the 
ftate,    Let  Ireland  perijh— provided  Dublin  reap  the        .    ^ 

O  ainnu*! 
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aftnual  profits  of  a  Pdrfiamentary  Scffion ! — Is  this  the 
fentirricntof  a  citizen  of  DubRn?  and  (hall  wc  cherifh  a 
cfiftinAnefs  whichlnakcs  the  kingdom  little,— becaafc 
ihort^fighted  perfons  fancy  it  makbs  the  city  great  > 

But  Union -will  hurt  Dublin,   by  aggrandizing 
Cork!'  Oil  the  contrary,  if  the  principle  which  I 
have  laid  down  be  as  incontrovertible  as  I  fuppofe^' 
the  metropolis  muft  be  ferved  by  the  aggrandizement 
of  the  kingdom  itt  all  its  parts  l  and  will  confequently 
be  enriched  by'the  profperity  of  that  part  of  Ireland 
which  we  caU  Cork.    There  iis  indeed  another  mode 
of  putting  this  otyedion-j  but  which  is  founded  on  a 
jealoufy  too  paJtry  to  delerve  an  anfwer :  True  !  af- 
ter Unions  Diibiih  may  be  great ;  but  To,  alas  !  will 
Cork.    This  illiberal  complaint  pJaces  the  citizens  of 
Dublin  exadllyin  the  light  of  the  labourer  mentioned 
in  Scripture  j  who  could  not  dbjedl  to  the  hire  which 
he  received  himfelf,  as  too  loW  a  price  for  the  work 
that  he  had  done;  but  was  mortified   to  find  ano- 
ther who  had  done  lefs,  receive  the  fame.     The  only 
difference  between  the  cafes  is,  that  the  man  in  the 
J3arablc  derived  no  benefit  from  the  profits  of  his 
companion;  whereas  Dublin  mult  gain  advantage 
from  the  aggrandizement  of  Cork. 

But  let  us  hear  what  Adarn  Smith  has  faid  upon 
this  fubjedt.  It  may  be  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Dublin.  ^     : 

**  The  whole  annual  produce  of  the  land  and  la- 
**  hour  of  every  country,  wheh'it  comes  either  from 
*'  the  ground,  or  from  the  hands  of  the  'productive 
"  labourers,  naturally  divides  itlelf  into  two  parts; 


"^t 


one  of  which"^  is  deilincd  lor   replacing  ^  capital^ 

^'  and 


<$9 

**  aftd  the  other  for  conftituting  a  revenue.    That 


j!»rt  which  replaces  capital,  pays  the  wag€s  of  pro-  ^ 
du^live  labour  only  :  it  never  is  immediately  em- 
ployed in  maintaining' any  but  produftive  hands. 
**  UnproduAivc  labourers,  and  thofe  ^ho  do  not  fa- 
**  hour  at  all,  are  all  maintained  by  revenue.     The 
**  owners  of  this  revenue  might  maintain  indiflfcrently 
^*  either  productive  or  uriprodudtive  hands ;  but  they 
**  feem  to  have  fome  predileftion  fof  the  latter.   The 
"  expence  of  a  great  lord  feeds  generally  more  idfc 
**  than  indufirious  people :  the  capital  of  a  rich  mer- 
^*  chant  maintains  induttrious  people  only.      The 
**  proportion  therefore  between  the  produdtivc  and 
**  unproduftive  hands,  depends  very  much,  in  every 
"  country,  upon  the  proportion  between  that  part  of 
*•  the  annual  produce  which  is  deflftned  for  replacing 
*•  a  capital,  and  that  which  is  deftined  for  conftitiit- 
•*  ing  a  revenue.  "  This  proportion  is  very  different 
**  in  rich,  from  what  it  is  in  poor  countries.    Thus  iat 
•*  prefent,  in  the  opulent  countries  of  Europe,  a  very 
•*  large,  frequently  the  largeft,  portion  of  the  produce 
^  of  the  land  is  deftined  for  replacing  the  capital  of 
•*  the   rich  and  independent  farmer;"   a  being  fo 
little  known  in  Ireland,  that  our  idea  of  a  yeoman 
is  conned cd,  not  lyith  the  plough-rtiare,  but  with 
the  fword ;  "  but,  antiently,  a  very  fmall  portion  of 
*,*  the  produce  was  fufficient  to  replace  the  capital 
"  cnnploycd  in  cultivation."     This  fmall  portion  too, 
together  with  "  all  the  reft  of  the  produce,  belonged 
*'  \o  the  landlord  ;**  and  conftituted  his  revenue ;  either 
iri  the  form  ^f  **  rent  for  his  land,  ox  profit  qpon" 
that  *'  paltry  capital,  which  was  by  him  advanced  to 

•*  the 


the  occqpi^rs  of  i^t  fp\l  ,  Thofc  ,wcrc  gq?«r^Uy 
"  boadmon,  or  tenants  at  willy*  who  "  though 
.**  they  lived  at  a  dift^ncc  from  his  houfe,  .were 
/*  equally  ..dependant  upon  him,  as  his  retainers, 
.**  who  lived  in  it/*  In  Ihort  the  tenantry  of  thofe 
,  days,  in  confcqucnce  of  the  dearth  of  capital,  formed 
a  clafs  not  very  diffimilar  to  that  of  IrUh  cottiers. 
At  prefent,*V  toQ^  **  in  the  wealthy  countries  of 
Europe,  great  c.apitals  are  employed  in  trade  and 
^^  manufadures.  In  the  ancient  date,  the  little  trade 
.  ^'  that  was  Ilirting,  and  the  few  coarfe  aild  homely 
r*^  manufadures  that  were  carried  on,  required  but 
'  *•  very  fmall  capitals.** 

*•  That  part  of  the  annual  produce,  therefore, 
^^  which,  as  it  comes  from  the  ground, '  or  &om  the 
,  **  hands  of  ihe^rodudtive  labourers,  is  deftined  for 
**.  replacing  a  capital,  is  not  only  much  greater. in 
*•  rich  than  in  poor  countries,  but  bears  a  much 
.**  greater  proportion  to  that  which  is  deftincd  for  con- 
"  ftitutin^  2^  revenue,  either  ds  profit,  or  as  tent.*'-T- 
In  other  words,  the  funds  (viz.  that  capital  which 
Pu^>rm  wants)  deftined  for  the  maintenance  of  ppo- 
duAive  labour,  are  not  only  much  greater  in  opu- 
lent countries  than  in  poor  ones,  but  bear  a  much 
greater  proportion  to  thofe  funds,  (compofed  of  that 
revenue,  which  is  now  expended  in  this  metropolis,) 
♦*  which,  though  they  may  be  applied  to  maintain 
either  produ<aivc  of  unproduftivc  hands,  are  ge- 
nerally employed  not  in  feeding  the  induftrio^s, 
*•  but  in  parppering  the  idle. 

"  The  proportion  between  thefe  different  funds 
•^  neceffarily  determines,  in  every  country,  the  gc- 

**  neral 
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Id 

r^iier;(l;chapa<fter  of  the  inbabuantfl,  as  td  induftrj 
^^  9r  idlencfs.  We  are  more  iaduftrtous  than  oar . 
^*  forefathers,  becaufe,  in  the  prefeac  ;tunesv  the 
^^  fumds  ddftined  for  the  maimenanQe  of  indttilry, 
^^  ane  much  .greater  in  proportion  to  thbfe»  i^hix?b 
^*.  are  likely  to  beiemplayed  in  the  maintenance  of 
^f  idleoefs,  than  they  were  two  or  three  ceoMrics 
*^  ago.  Our  anceftdrs  were  idle,  for  want  qf  a 
^*  fujfficienc  encociragement  to  induftry. 
. .  *\  The  annual  produce  of  the  land  and  labour  * 
**  pf  any  Nation  can  be  increafed  in  its  value  by 
.♦*  no  other  niieans,  but  by  increafing  either  theupm- 
•Vbcr  of  its  produdkive  labourers,  or  thie  produftivc 
*V  powers  ofjthofe  who  had  before  been  employed. 
^*  In  either  cafe,  an  addttioaal  capital  is  required* 
?*  When  we  compare  thefrcfore  the  ftate  of  a  Natiojn 
^^  ,^t  two  different  periods,  and  find  that  the  annual 
**  produce  of  its  land  and  labour  is  evidently 
"  greater  at  the  latter,  than  at  the  former, — that 
^^  its  lands  are  better  cultivated,  its  manufa£l:ures 
^Vrnpre  numerous  and  more  0ouri(hing,  and  ijcs 
♦*  trade  .jmore  extenfive, — we  may  be  affured  that 
^'  its  capital  mull  have  increafed,  during  the  interval 
"  between  thofc  two  periods.'*  • 

But 

*  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Caufes  of.  the  Wealth  of  Nations* 

•^■^book  4d«  ch.  3d» I  have  in  the  above  extrad  taken  the 

fame  liberty*  which  I  did  in  'quoting  from  Archdeacon  Palejry— 
and  with  a  view  to  omitting  every  thing  that  was  not  diredly  re- 
levant to  my  fobfcAy  have  united  par<agraph8»  which  are  feparate 
in  the  work. '  I  have,  alfo  for  tlie  purpofe  of  rendering  the  rea- 
foning  more  coiifecutive,  changed  the  ttirn  of  expreflion  in  one  or 

two 


But  I  (hoold  apologize  to  thofe  fouMLogicunf, 
who  fuftain  the  Anti-Union  caufe,  for  having  pre- 
fumed  to  quote  a  writer.. of  the  Analytic  clafs. 

Having  objefted  to  Union. /»  the  abftrall^  thofe 
grave  ^nd  confident  perfonages  conipljiin  that  we 
haVe  accepted  the  aid  of:  abflrad  reajaningy  to  Confute 
thenx  They  are  indignant  that  we  fhould  argue 
a  principle  which  they  rcfgfe  to  concede:  callirfg 
upon  us  to  treat  the  queftion  in  the  concrete;  and  • 
with  reference  to  thofc  terms,  which  yet,  they  refufe 
to  hear  propounded.  V.    '! 

If  this  objeftion  came  from  thofe  puzzled  intel- 
Jc<£\Sf  Whofe  only  talent  i&ihat  of  rendering  confufioh  , 
worfe  confounded^— and.  who  niiftake  *vcry  thing 
that  \%  comprehenfive,  or  even  rational,  for  meta- 
phyficks,— men  who  would  confidcr  the  analyfis  bf 
a  loaf  into  its  ingredients^  as  the  mere  fport  of  fub- 
tilty  and  metaphyGcal  refinement, — and  overlook  • 
the  ufeful  inference  to  which  this  abftraft  reafoeing 
might  lead,  viz.  that  it  would  be  vain  to  build  the 
oven,  unlefs  you  fowed  the  corn ;— I  fay,  I  (hould 
not  be  furptifed,  if  the  clumfy  objeftion  rame  from 
fuch  a  quarter.  But  if  a  man  of  undoubted  talents 
undertake    to   difpatch  the  folid  arguments  which 

have    been    ufed"   againft    him, with   a    curToxy 

parenihefis,  of  **  yj?  yiy  the  Metapbyficians*^^- 

IwUl 

two  inllances ;  but  the  alteration  has  been  fo  flight,  ^%  to  be 
fcarccly  worth  taking  this  notice  of.  Neither  is  my  extrad  in 
any  rcfpeft  a  garbled  one :  the  paflagcs  which  I  have  omitted, 
fo  far  from  contraciidingj  do  not  even  qualify  the  pofttions  wbiph 

I  have  cited. The  Reference  thatl  have  given  my  readers,  will 

enable  them  to  turn  to  the  book  itfclf,  and  afcertain  tbe  truth  of 
ytkaX  I  have  faid. 


I  will  cofnplam  df  hJs' tr«ating  that  .xeafoning 
W?tFl  fircafm,  Which  he"  has  not  arifwcred ;  and 
^^Idh^'  fiais'been'  relied  on-  by  his  friend..  When 
difputin^  the  analogies  on  -which  I  had  infiftcd,  he  , 
informs-  fee  lha(  *'  in  ff^ahsy  cr  Torkjbirx^  thrc  .are 
**  no  difihtSi  executives' i  but  that  nature  has  dePemmd 
thefe  two  countries  not' tahejkfficientfy  proximate  for 
a  common  executive^* — ^I  (hall  not  meddle  with  -his 
infeircnce,  but  diiTpute  his  affection  5  and  oppofe  hioi. 
Hot  with  an  argument^  but  with  a  law :  ^  law  fo 
fundamental,  as  the  a£t  of  annexation.  He  wilt 
there  learn  that  thefe  countries  are  fufficiently  proxi* 
mate  for  a  common  executive :  and  if  he  purfuea 
the  enquiry,  and  examines  our  modification  of  the 
law  of  Poynings,  he  will  find  that  our  patriotic 
legiflature  of  1782,  thought  them  fufficlenlly  proxi- 
hiate  for  the  admilfion  of  a  principle,  which  fubjedls 
the  afts  of  the  Iriih  executive,  and  royal  eftate» 
through  the  medium  of  its  minifters,  to  the  control 
of  a  Britifh  Parliament*  If  he  calls  on  me  to 
*•  figure  fo  myfelf  an  Irilh  executive  government^ 
'Vwith  its  refponfibility  as  diftant  as  Weftminfter,** 
I  will  telhhim  that  this  is  not  mere  hypothefis;  but 
is  very  nearly  matter  of  favft;  and  that  he  is  not 
painting  what  after  Union  the  fituation  of  things 
would  be;  but  what' in  a  great  degree  it  is  at  prc- 
fent.  I  will  fiiggeft  to  him  that  the  refponfibility 
of  a  Britifh  Minifter,  to  a  Parliament  containing  a 
hundred  teprefentatives  from  this  country,  muft 
afibrd  a  better  protcttion  to  the  intcrefts  of  Ireland^ 

—than 

*'Mr.  Btt(he^s  printed  Speedi. 
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than  can  arife  from  his  bfeirig  anr^c^ftlilp  %  hi«T 
fhcafuresto  a  Jcgiflature/irt  wWchiOo  aicn;il?CP  leturfipd. 
by  Irifli  conftituents  is  included^/  But  I  wiPj.fiOt^g^^ 
tcW  further.^ — I  will  not  ufe  thcypEiyiUge.  wb'pph, 
perhaps  he  has  given  mcr^by.cJiJferibiog  tbjgj  meaftirc 
which  I  fupport,  as  a.totftli  ^nd  vile  furrender  o£ 
the  liberties  of  Ireland ;  and  the  arguipeota  wbicb 
i  ufedi  as  mere  fliiufy  textures  of  mctaphy(ical 
finelTe,  beneath/which  1  vainly  fought  to  hide  thofe 
chains,  with  which  I  was  bafely  ^onfpiring  to 
load  my  country.  I  will  not  enquire  whether,  if  the 
King's  being  **  obliged  to  adl  here  by  viceregal  de- 
putation* prove  any  thing,?— it  does  not  demoivr 
flrate  this,— that  the  laws  of  nature  are  at  variance 
with  the  aft  of  annexation  ?  or  whether  the  princit 
pies  on  which  my  valuable,— *but  on  this  oajafipn,  I 
think,  prejudiced— friend  hasrefted  our  claims  toaij 
independent  Parliament,  would  not  alike  entitle  us 
to  what  we  have  not»— an  independent  cix>wn  ?*-y 
But  I  will  aflc  whether  if  ^*  England  has  for  centuries 
•*  uniformly  plundered,  and.  oppreffed  us,— if  the 
^^  Briti(h:  nation  has  lor  ages  (hackled,  paralized, 
**  defpifed,  and  kept  our  country  do>yn,"— it  be  nqt 
incumbent  oh  every  Irilhman  who  loves  his  native 
land,  to  rid  us  of  a  yoke  fo  galling  and  difgraceful,*^ 
and,  inftead  of  looking  **  on  Britifli  connexion  as  a 
'*  polar  FHrinciplc  in  poruicks,'*-7-to  withdrawfrom  the 
Wafling  influence  which  has  withered  our  profpe- 
rity,    and   break   for  ever  with  this  rapacious  and 

treacherous 

♦  In  the  preamble  of  Stat.  4tli  Wm.  and  Mary,  c.  i.  f.  i.  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  k  declared  to  be  ri^htlully  depending  ^^ 
the  imperial  crown  of  £ngland. 
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treadierbus  ally  }  I  will  a(k  this,— bccaufe  it  is .  itiy 
duty  td  warn*  a  friend  whom  I  fincercly  regard,  of 
the  danger  which  he  is  in :  to  Ihcw  him  that  the  ar- 
guments  which  he  has  inadvertently  accepted,  can  no 
other  wife  di(iuade  from  Union,  ithw  by  recommend- 
irig  ieparation  ;  and  thus  to  ttdp>him,  even  roughly, 
tt  the  brink  of  a  precipice,— to  v/hich  nothing  but  a 
generous  prejudice  could  have  led  him ;  and  from 
which,  when  he  fees  the  guljbh,  his  loyalty  will 
recoil. 

Qut  having  got  through  what  I  fuppoft  will  be 
called  Adam  Smith's  Mctaphyficks,  let  us  liften  to 
his   fa^s.      *^  In   mercantile,    and    manufacturing 
•*  towns,    where  the  inferior  ranks  of  people  are 
chiefly  maintained  by  the  employment  of  capital, 
they  are  in  general  induftrious,  fober,  and  thriv- 
ing;  as  in  many  Engli(h,  and  in.  moft  Dutch 
towns.     In  thofe  towns  which  are  principally  fup* 
ported  by  the  ooflftant,  or  occafional -r efidence.  of 
a  court,  and-tn  which  the  inferior  ranks  of  pcopl« 
are  chiefly  raaintaihed  by  the  fpendUig  of  reye* 
nue,"  (is  is  the  cafe  of  Dublin)  "they  arejn  gCr 
*'  neral  idle,  diffolut€,\and  poor^  v  as  at  Rome,  Vcr- 
**  failles,  Compiegni,  and  Fontainbleau,     There'  is 
**  little  trade  or  induftry  in  arjy  of  the  Parliament 
**  tbwns  of  France  ;  and  the^  inferior  ranks  of  peo- 
pie  being  chiefly  maintained  by  the  expence  of  the 
members  of  die  courts  of  juftic.e,    and  of  thofe 
who  coibe  to  plead  before  them,  are  in  general 
idle  and  poor.     In  thefe  towns,  very  little  mora 
**  capital  feems  to  be  employed,  than  what  i&  ne- 
^*  ceifary  for  fupplying  Iheir  own  confumptipn ;  that 
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is,  lit flc  more  than  the  ftnallcft  cipifeal,  which  caiff 
be  employed  in  them.  The  fame  thi»g  may  bo 
faid  of  Paris,  Madrid/  and  Vienna.  Of  thcfe 
^* -three  cities,  Paris  is  the  moft  induftrious;  but 
**  Paris  is  itfelf  the  principal  market  of  iall  the  manu- 
"  fadhires  eftabli(hed  thcte;  and.its  own  confurop* 
tion  i§  the  chief  obj^d  of  all  the  trade  which  it 
carries  on.  London,  Lifbon,  and  Copcnhajgerif 
are,  perhaps,  the  only  three  cities  ki  Eufope,.  which 
"  are  both  the  conflant  refidence  of  a  court,  and 
"  can  at  the  fame  time  be  conSditred  as  trading  ci- 
ties, or  as  citits  which  trade  not  only  f^lheir  ov(n 
corifumption,  but  for  that  of  other  cities  and 
cotintries  /*  and  the  reafon  for  this  phenomenon 
feems  to  be,  that  "  the^fituation  of  all  three  is  ex- 
**  trcmely  advant?igeou8 ;,  and  najturally  fits  them  to 
**  be  the  entrepots  of  a  greats  prt  of  the  goods,  def- 
"  lined' for  the  confumption  of  diftant  places.*'  In 
a  word,  the  many  other  favourable  circumftances  at- 
tending their  fituation,  have  more  ^ban  made  amends 
for  this  drawback  j  artd  thvi's  they  ha?ve  become 
exceptions  to  a  general  rule,  and  been  enabled 
updn  the  whole  to  furmount  that  obflacfe  to  then: 
•commercial  greatncfs^  which  was  oceaGoned  by  the 
conftant  refidence  of  a  Court. 

But  fuch  rare  examples  do  not  render  it  lefs  true, 
as  a  general  pofition,  that  "  in  a  city  where  a  gr.eat 
revenue  i«  fpe'nt,— to  employ  with  advantage  a  car- 
pital  for  any  other  purpof^  than  merely  for  Tup- 
"  plying  the*  confumptiot^  of  that,  city,  is  probably 
*'  more  difficult,  ihan  in  one  in  which  the  inferior 
**  rank*  of  people  have  no  other  maintenance,  but 

**  what 
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**  .what  they  derive  from  the  employment  of  fucr^x* 

*t. capital     The  idlcnefsof  the  greater  part  of  Jibe. 

^V  .people  .who  are  maintained  by  the  expencc  of  re- 

*t  ^M^ijHic^  corrupts,  it  is  probable,  the  induflry  of. 

J  diofp  who  ought  to  be  maintained  by  the^mploy- 

meiit  of  :C^piul ;  and  renders  it  lefs  advantageous. 

^  to  employ  a  capital  there,  than  in  other  places. 

".'^bpre  vcas-  little  trade  or  induftry  in  Edinburgh, 

^''  before  ;the  Union-      When  the  Scptch  Parliament 

*l  was  no  longer  to  he  afferabled  in  ii,  when  it  ceafed. 

**  tQ.be  thc^  neceffary  refidence  of  the  principal  nobi- 

^,^J,iiy^,/an4gp?>try  of  Scotland,  it  became  a  city  c^ 

^%fymi^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^''^  however,  con^ 

It,  ijnu^s ;5q  be  tl^p 'jrefidence  of  the  principal. Courts 
*V.a)f'[j.uftic^  in  Scotland,  of  the  Boards  of  Cuftom^ 
^ndsExcife,  &c.  A  iconfidcr^le.  revenue,  thcre^ 
^*.  4>rc,  liill  continues  tp  be.fpent  in  it/*  And  whaj 
is  the  confequence  ?  **  In  trade  and  induflry  it  w 
*' much  inferior,  to  Glafgow.;  the  inhabitants- of 
^.Svfluch  aiachipfly  maintained  by  ihe.  employment 
f.of  capital.  The  Inhabitants  of  a  large  village,,  it 
^  fsas  fometirnes .  been  obferved,  after  having  made 
'**  ;CopfidjCrable  .progrcfs  in  manufadurcs,  have  be- 
.*'  come  idle  and  4>oor,  in  confequence  of  a  great 
** /Lord's  havitig.  taken  up  .his  refidence  in  their 
"  neighbourhood." 

Such  are  the  h&s  which  this  intelligent  writer  has 

xoUeded  i  and  :thc  fair  cohclufion  which  he  deduces^ 

from  them  i^  ;this,  that  "  the  proportion  between 

capital  and  revenue  feems  every  where  to  regulate 

the  proportion    between    indullry  aitid  ^idlenefs. 

^*  Wherever  capital  predominates,  Induftry  prevails : 

*!  vhercvci: 
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•*^  whenever  re^nue,  idlenefe.    ^Thercfor^  every  ih- 
"  ^reafe  of  capital'/'  (and  diminutioh  of  the  rcldtiVe 
pt6potX\(^t\  of  revenue,)  "  naturally  tendis  to  increaife' 
**  the  real  quantity   of  tnduftry, — ^the  value  of  the' 
•^annual  produce   of  the   land  and  labour  of Ihe 
*'  country ,-—ihe  real  weahh  of  all  its  inhabitantiS/^* 
Such  is  the  reafoning  with  which  this  acute  wHter 
has  obviated  the  apprehenfions*  of- our  metropolis  • 
artd,  by  anticipation,  rccomniended  the  prefent  ifyfftni 
to  its'acceptance.     A  fyftem,  which  as  well  on  pfin* 
dple»  as   from  ihe'  exampfe'of*'Edinburgh,^4iB' (a 
Scotchman)  infers  would  inftcad  bPinjufln^;  adtatice 
m  fradci 'of' Dublin  ^,  'knd  oti^;^(\hk^i'  wficH  riSiipa^  * 
Unce  being  derived  Yriota  the^nfr[?l3j/nient'6f  t^^ltaf* 
&ot  tfie  tquanderings  of  rfevenue,-*^^funcf'w6u{d  Vhus 
be  faifed  fot  the  re\)^kttl  •  ttf ^ induflrV;"'  inftt^d^^ cff^^ftaf 
Whitih.  is  now   perverted  \6'if\t'  iihc6tirag^racrtt  of 
ftflipation.   '     ^       '■'    ■      ^        .  ..      4      .     '.. 

*  ^  Thefe  argu^meiits  will  weigh  hbthing  witif'*th6feV 
Mb  Woufa-rather  receive  fl^ymetit'for  befngf'iaie^ 
than  for  being  laborious  :  with  \h6fe\vho*edlttferii|!>fatc 
v^\{h  plcafure  the  fptendcur  of  their  rfatlVe  cit^  ePeded 
on  the  bflfis  of  its  luxury  and  vicJe;  ahd  are  iHhls 
ittomcht  perhaps  Employed  iri  cxcitlhg  itfe  ttarving 
hianufaftuTers,  agarnft  th6  fyftem^  whicli  would  feed 
them  ;  and  in  favour  of  that  under  which  they  fanriJfh  : 
with  thofe  who  accuftohied  to  liv6  oh  tlie  (cramble  of 
fS^ion,  or  by  fhe  arts  of  coWiipt  intrigue,  are  re- 
luaant  to  part  ^vith  thfe  warehoufe,  and  impleriiehts 
of  tfteir^  catling  i    deftitute  ks  they  -are  of  talents, 

*  Inqi^*Mito  tbc  Nature  and  Caufci  of  the  Wealth  of  NatipDt^ 
liook^i^  chapter  3«  ^ 


prinKplfisi  drihtbif^  whicfr.^'^^  i  QP%iWS.  Sh^te  to 
gM/ihdr  iliyfeliiiQotJ  .bj'ifowie-  .bi^tfeBf  ■^ica^hs: '  w'jb 

raiKcHi'lo  JSitteo;  oa  ;\hd  mi^rifes  of  their  iqapQveriflif  d ' 
owintryji  •..-•  .-  .</  •    •'•■;  •-:  '  ,_;.^'  ;  \  ■     •- 

Bu^ 'th^e. are,  iSac0f-»-Twi}h' whom  -Tuch  Ipeafonrog' 
wW  feive  wdgte;  >ho  fee  nothing'  defif^bfe  in  a 
fitt3ttioit[\^i)ttre  tfe  laMrcr  rank's  of  focicty  feed  upon 
tbs:,vioe»  KiSl  xb^  \A^t  orders,  and  are  infe£)jed  (  ao^ 
vfiktft,  ifaaStlie  nx^tropdlis  may  not  lofh  the  (pleo^ 
doiBsrjdf  its.|iarliaaiefit»^thfi  |>eafantt  fuflfering  the 
]iQna]ltks  of  oiir , general  want  of  industry  and  capita^ 
imifi  ^ne  zawf  t^s  lifd  in;  a  hovel  fcarcely  human  & 
or  yielding  to  tbfe  iaft'igktion  of  fome  bqfy  traitor,-— 
pcthaps :. terminate  ic  igdominionfly,  apreytothofe 
(etin^ops^  to  f(Hck  bid:  wrtetchednefs  and  ignorance 
had  knit  too  much,  expofed  him.  Such  men  will 
ibagerly  embrace  a  chahge»  which  will  build  the 
graadeur  of  ibfe  city  on  the  morals  of  its  inhabitants  $ 
and  even  lay  its  brosld  and  patriotic  foundations  in 
the  general  profpcrity  and  virtue  of  the  land. 

The  propofed  jmeafure  of  legiflative  Union  will, 
promote  th^  trade  and  manufadlures  of  Ireland  in 
two  ways:  it  will  bellow  upon  us  what  we  have 
not ;  and  fecure  to  us  what  we  ba^^e.     Fir^^  it  will 

r 

remove  the  political  impediments^  which  at  prefent 
obfiruft  our  commercial  progrefs;  and  *'  give  us  the 
**  'means  of  impMDvIng  our  great  natural  refources^ 
**  It  will  communicate  to. us  all  the  commercial  ad- 
*'  vantages,  vbich  Great  jSritairi  poffefleis:  will  open 
**  the  mackets  of  the  one  country  to  the  other  ;  and 
"**  by  giving  them  both  the  common  ufe  of  their  ca- 

......'    '*  pital, 
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*^  ^ifeil,  -diffiiife  a  Urgp  portibn'  of  wriilth  intb;\lre* 
**  land."  *  ^^Secondlyy  "it  will  bokhconfirmyby  irrc-. 
**  vocable  <:ornpaa,  that  profitable  trade  i^hidi  wel: 
"  enjoy  at. prcfcnt;  and  byidentifyiiig:thic  ifttewflfin 
**  of  the  united  countries,  will  give  us  a  fecurijy « far^ 
*•  its  continuance,  worth  a  thoufiuwl  contraiftfiJ/  f  i 

That  Union  muft  produce  tb?  fti^ft  of  theft  ef-/ 
fefts,  feems  to  me  to  be  already  fufficientiy/ proved  i* 
and  upon  that  point  I  (hall  only  addj  (callling/i^vau^' 
diority  to  the  aid  of  truth;)  th^t  Adiunhf  Srnillh' 
long  fince  pronounced,  that  Unbnwioold  prcxbicoitd) 
beland  the  mod  important  benefits,  both  civiil  and; 
commercial ;  and  that  Deam  Tucker  ponceiTO^  itissi 
be  (b  advantageous  to  our  trade,  that  his  obje£t  was  to» 
conquer  Britiih  pr^udice.  He  foughc  to  reconcrle  tbq 
narrow-minded  of  that  nation  to  a  meafure^  wbfih^ 
though  it  muft  materially  ^fcrve  this  country,  yet-*^aa 
it  would  identify  the  intcrefts*  of  the  twoMmperiid 
fiates,  and  ilrengthen  that  empire  which  they  com^f 
pofed,  and  whofe  fccurity  was  their  own,-^ought  not 
to  be  impeded  by  feliiih  confideracions,  and  (hould 
be  the  wifti  of  every  difinterefted  patriot  in  Eng- 
land. To  thefe  i  fhould  beg  to  add  the  autho* 
rity  of  my  cfteemed  friend  Mn  Redfocd  ;:the  unfullir 
ed  integrity  of  whofe  chara£ter  would  render  bis  fup- 
port  a  valuable  acqulfition;  even  though  the  work 
which  he  has  publilhed  in  favour  of  Union,  were  lefs 
replete  with  found,  and  perfuafive  rcafoning,  and 
vith  pertinent  and  material  fads,  riian  to  my  under- 
Handing  it  ieems  to  be*  But  above  all,  I  yi^oald  add 
the  authority  of  a  perfon,  who  on  fuch  a  futgcdt  is 

furely 

•ISeel^.  Pitt's  Speech.        f  I^^* 


ifurtiy  ejdthled^  to  be  heard  with  peculiar  attentioit; 
and  who  has  publickly  and  exprefsly  declared  it  ta 
be  hii  opinion,  ^*  that  a  Union  would  benefit  both 
**  the  landed  and  commercial  interefts  of  Ireland."*^ 

I  ihall  therefore  proceed  at  once  to  confider  briefly 
the  fecond  operation  to  be  expected  from  this  mtst- 
fui'e,  viz.  the  fecuring  that  trade  which  we  polTefs 
already.       , 

In  order  to  calculate  the  benefits  of  Union  in  this 
refpedl,  we  (hould  confider^  firft,  whether  our  pre* 
lent  commercial  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain  be  (b 
advantageous  to  this  country,  as  to  be  worth  preferv- 
ing ;  and  fecondly,  whether  its  continuance  depends 
on  covenant,  or  is  precarious :  if  the  latter,  we  muft 
dedre  a  meafure  which  will  fecure  it. 

In  eftimating  "  the  comparative  utility  of  different 
**'  branches  of  national  commerce,**  and  affigning 
**  to  the  feveral  kinds,  and  diyifions  of  foreign  trade, 
*^  their  refpeftive  degrees  qf  public  importance,**  we 
(hall  find  **  the  firft  place  b,elong  to  the  exchange 
^^  of  wrought  goods,  fc»r  raw  materials ;  becaufe  this 
^*  traffic  provides  a  market  for  the  labour  that  has 
^^  already  been  expended ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
**  fopplics  materials  for  new  induflry.**  f 

Again,  "  the  balance  of  trade  is  faid  to  be  againfl, 
•*  or  in  favour  ,of  a  country,  as  it  tends  to  carry 

money  out,  or  to  bring  it  in :  that  is,  according 

as 


*  See  the  Speech  of  the  kight  Hon.  DaTid  Latouche,  in  the  de- 
tnte  of  January  15th,  iSoo,  as  printed  in  the  Dublin  Journal  of 
January  31ft. 

t  Paley's  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy,  book  6th.  cka^.  iitk. 


^  .as.thd.  piftde  €i}^  the  impoM^  Kfaort 

-  -  -^tetowtfti  ^mith  finglamirrJ^  «tw^  prJBclpkg ;  adopt- 
^        ittfcithe^BjaaMCftts^of  Mri.Fcrfiicr,^^  is  t<j  be 

^^9  *  •■■•'Jr.*.,*  '«■• 

'      jfte6iwed«»  AMi^y#3«Hl  willuJi^^  -      '' 

.  i  -^ ':  ' .    lHrii7*5.u>c.e*p!Wtedno  tbf  aoqwuQt  of  B»bf e  than 
'    '- ■     *tws(>  iniHiems  and  »  b«l^  whije  the  amount 

'  ^^4lf^«irimpi»t*di4«pt^3Co^^^  In  other 

' '   -  i».^disi^:si  fetdement  cd£  qoalp«£ciaJ  aiccouijt|;  between 
'   '       c^rt)id£iiff«i(ik^  Mrtk^ipeiMi,v:ki%4?thc  balfwcp  of  trade 

^    - -^if^fifthwif^dttr  of ^ireUMKl^:  afV^l  ifif^e  mtcrviil 
^  "  ^-  ^  iV<^M|9i«t^  tfas 

'    ■'  '^   mope  V3l.uab}*^jnfingten4'*'^diif9ii^^9j^  pro- 

^jtkc.»a%  e^ceodifig^lhe;^  of  whft  (h©  fend$ 

Ho'^iite  argysdtrif  piclpc>^tipihti^n4l /^  in  1785. 
-  ?eiit.jb«  ifctotiiKtl  ^ triotOfftl^F  tbejli^kiiife  of  trad6 
*ii4h  ^j(midftiy^,ubuttth?K'i»a.t^  ^jfj^Iuy  of  the 

ic(imm^»^^^l' iittere)ouc^^^  country. 

rttffoisglitigoddsy  *  for  mis;(tmiatf![riajts^l'«*/,afli5^j  of  goods, 
''w0(kUff<it  wWvchf:  *Vftf^iRri«inkflj|g«i(d;ifdifG00Iage 
^  their  }m|l0n|i?^.Mt.  s*^fc«r  1  doiril^c^wfe^jher  ^  we 

bouM^^fimJ-^W^arika^  which  U 

^^warrantfed  -by:  f^^^iv^i^xpmem9^Jmi^o(' Xh^t  -en- 

tmsf  of  bdr  gfiu^d.  and  pc!id<^itia|}^  .SJ5§ort,  (Hnen7 

•fe^en  "eighlh^  go  to  Eril|iin:^,^n4:,  t^^-  jg^itifli  fettle- 

.   JBrrt^ia  fucnifpc^  us,  &ys  Mr.  Fpfter,  "  Sah,  bv 

*  Ibid. 
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.  ^ .  wKiipb  ^  itt  Enabled  to  prepare  bur  protrifiods 
*^  for  the  NiVy :  JNopSj  which  we  hare  not :  C^oals* 

;'  Thusi  eireh  ilP  aife  fti^Gc 'of  tradt  were  not  hi 

'  our  Uv6\ir,—i-it6wieHp6tti  to  Great  dtickth  rcfuatWd ' 

'  the  valucofoi*r<i(ip(bttsfttim  thafCduntry.'i-yetfcU 

Ithe  intercourfe  would  be  advantaseous  4o  IrefaQd } 

Inafmuch  aa  i   traifid^  thbai  cdnttJ^ing  6f  the  ex- 

'  t'han^'  bf  our   mftabfadiires  fdr:  y&W  MieimU;, 

'would  provide  a  thai^ih  for  the  liiboUf  #hldk  we 

'  i^teady  had  oipehdedv  at  the  Ififrte  ilinle  ih^t  iti&iti- 

^  phffi  matSeriiis  fbrheW  tadufltjrV.  Mii  it\trdcild  .iibt 

'  alter  the  cafe^  to  afcercaiti  Uuft  itl^^^iariitg  tterrar- 

'  tidbl  V^ich  «)w  thus  Mipofted,  fotiM  kbnu^  Iqid 

'  iieeti  eAiplo^ed  in  Engiandt    Stttl  ihe^iiieiple  ydtukA 

;  iidtbd afieaed ;-we  IhoiiM 'fUit  be  finding nttedbr 

'  hiSi  mahd^tt  I-  mA  (bpfityiHg  ^'iflrfe!«n  wHh'thd 

CQacerials  of  frefh  indoftry.     «  But-'  tkefe  v^ltidi 

'  **conft^a  it^rfe  thaa  h^of  ^htt  ift^icifir  am."* 

Therefoife  itiertiytbcakutate^  die  «lla4ultt  #«he 

comifidheial-  babnoe  id  Our  favotif)  -is  by  wo'tntms 

'  to  eftiitiate  juftljp  Hxtn^mai  «ur  tndii^  with  BriaUni 

-Oa  the  toHtratj^,  ifc  adtnib  <^  doubly  witetiilefw* 

'  ^Q^t  not,  ih  taftlng  ttpt  <oiir  iib^drtiv,  io  <ledu&a^ 

'  «itickt'6f  the  nature  of  nw  ianamii^i  i»atiMk4 

the  bAbace  oil  a  naerp  cOffifirifitii  of  the  'imduiK  .of 

OfioHiBd  •  and  impoitJei^fitiMfttfiaiirMi    ttidedd,  to 

«6ntni»elt  tbU  :pil»aipl«i  tfould  be.  irepliedlir)t» 

-  iftSftOtt  tlie^ciHe  ^  tlutti  l^vftA-  <^'ti«dei  whitih^..  in 

tirtoe  of-ddr  iHhk  of  €iipUnl^  tite'  now.  pofl^Si 

aad  whkh  t6ii0fl»liSlr«HltAp(vin  tlie«x|nre«if  lOur 
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..Hidee,  nod  re-rimporuiion  of  tberq,^n  thp  form  j^ 
leathor :  zSon  of  Commerce,  which  wt,  dp  noc  oec^ 
the  aiitboriiy  of  Mr.  P^jr  for  p|ro(io;i;icing  to  be  of 
the  mpftWadvanugfious  deicriptipo^  and  I 

admit  is  likely  ta  be  lefleaed^  indeed  aqnihilaced, 
fcf  Unjtoii; 

»  But  ^jbove  allrl  do  not  fear  tha^  tbisdofCtrine  of 
inifie  will  be^pppofed  ^y  Mr«  J^ofter^  whp  fi)lly  con- 
€e4m  my  f^iificipley  whq^  he  reprcfeptf  our  prpxK 
fionf^  i(t^o^  articles  of ;  prime  nep^ty,  wbicl?,^ we 

hwe  the  iw4i^     fejid  toj^fi^^ 
matteials,  (for  ihemanufaAureof  able-bup^ed 

'  ptefiioies;)  iiiult^  reduces  f|Q.iu'g|imept^  jpe 

'  kill  r«fi|ted  by  aatiqpation,  w^cn,(ffl,  :uU}i  ^^, 

imbed  itheA^  jwftucjb  .we  imported^  a§^  fort  /^^/awr. 


•yr;Pr0V.lW0r  ,  -    ■^.-  •.  ,'    v.>sr.  •  j^  ^.    .riiijrjvi.:- 


*  •»-    ~' 


•'  '.  fV-l      '        *•-»■,'.,«-    'rf    —s^    ^    -      ^'rfi^,*^*      (.4 


'  f '  -  •■       '  »  s  •    fM^'r 


;;&iifiyiec   cmpiBft^ncQ,  .urged  ^  hj^  ..J^lc^^.g^tr^ 

oq^  >  |»ot:i  U^,  |)e  ^MSDtten  %  r.w,«.  jlHft.we  jijjfe  a«- 

.  vtnufrp».vli#t,weiSHFK»rt  fifOBi  Br^tfiBj^^|is,5pagjijg 

diat  country  (as It  firikes  me*)  ,contribt^^ji^:t|g,<^- 

peBce  ott^e,irifli,^oye!rno;ie|it :  ,i^r^  ft J»c|fi4i^^ 

■  the  doty  •>•  ffid^r^^fpaipmc^f:  l  W^^fliMk^^ 

■■  SagJand  jmpp^&nwce  AaR  fljc*c5gQgis,,,jft^%  ,jatU 

^.Itetely  tiiftt  i:(li!tf^^ 

•    Butthefe,««p?^itt9?feB?fl5F^#jie 

cdantries,  ia  the  ttoSc,  U9^(|«ij^yvi^:|p  IrdfRd, 
.  $»ife  (hall  fiodjthis^ct»)nt(]ri^g^M!flf/hir(tie  JAt^cqoiire, 

to'ttie  amount  of  .alMvetw»  Ol^imy^liy..       '• 

'  \.:  ■  Having^ 

*  Tbi*  coBfeqneiioe'.tHfcc*  mc  on  the  fndden.  I  fliall  not 
«herefoM«nfwer  for  the  tniUi  of  the  ptjo^pletbat  it  feeau  toau 
tobeaftpitdow. 
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Haviog^  thus  (hewn  the  valye  of  our  commercial 
mtefcourfc  with  Britain,  (a  vaTue  r^ltnigaswdl  front ' 
thequatity.  of  vvtiat  wc  import,  as  from  thtt  amoiufttfw' 
olir  exports)  it  rcmaihs  to  enquire  whethif  flUTad^ir-  "J 
t£ig»of  this  <:;ommcrce  be  dt  preffent precarious  5  agdf  * 
wjoiild  by  Unioti  be  irrevocably  fecutfed.  •    '   :'      ^ 

The  continuance  pf  a  fyft^im,,  *^.^A^^*^  Great feiW' 
tain  iSjiiotjbpuqd  ty  any  ipiciEc  coipf^'to^fli^ 
i^  requires  J10'  af  gument  t  o  pro  v;e,  ftiiift  Ife^reciariduifJ  ■ 
Depending  upon  fbi  mere  fileafure  of  ffiatt  oiiintl^, ' 
it  majr  be  abandoned  on  grounds  dF  rifal^  ofri^lftak^tt:^ 
PpiicyVat^l.isieYeft  iiaVl?  to  be  rclinbifilhedj;^^^^ 
i^itati<jn  9r  capnqc.  -  ,       .  v      .. 

;  I  haw  hcar^^  it  affctted^  I  affrntt;  fhirt*  thfe^hen 
tf^dfe  oIF  Irdind  rc^Ssw  ho  fuct  tnlecthre'fouhilllfioii'i'^ 
^t  that  on  the  contjaTyilts  eiirom 
%tCf c  p«feri7ja|i9p  pf  W  agreement  'Butltife  jiHeafis^ 
.q^fffMt  \^  f^^u^f^  >^X  firifbeft  inv^^atidn'i 
ai|^ llfiijft  cTf^yp  0  of  tfiat  cbnthia,  wWj^^^^ 
•b3^fip  ^^0  .  Bfl|%  ,«1?f«?>i^?*'^  witli  liaving  dehiiidl 
Mff^J^j^^jmt^i:'  HP  the  treaty  has  exfftenctf ^ '  ft 

»ay%,to*:.  „     :    :    v.     ,  • ,'        . 

,  l^t i|<p^4!l  li  ,^*  '*•  •?  ji  .m«e  cristtufe' of  thi 
inva^^^a^oti  >  on^  of  th^'  ptutntotns'-  oonjured '  u{» 
fey  .jTDwr  Pf  rtK  ^?^ft l|m#-'  v'fiiis'KriftcH  ^dT'Tfi^ 
tir?i4c,  in  ^9fliHty>4«^njJ|.§iH>n  .tbf/dufeytec^i  Girtart: 
^ta'm ri|i>p9^  .on  fcm^  Vvcimi  j  ¥nd  'the  boim^ 

beeri  iiianUfi^;ttr6J  in  this  c<»^  '   /'    ^"'  r- 

1    ^Fhc  truth  <jf  the  above  pofftbntanhcrt  be  dfi/putedl  • 
and  is  in  fiK  bohMcd  by  Mr, Yoftw^ 


.   \ 


y 

) 


,I6^ 
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w^ieof.mdiog  (he  real  queftion,  you  difcufiwhal  I 
fabe  to  be  fuSlckiuIy  immaicrial,  namely^  whcthc? 
tlvo%  J^oun^icji  i^prc   granpcd  for  %iit  (afec  of  Irc- 

laiii'V'"      :'-.' 

That  the  firkiih.Lcgiflature  may  repeal  provifion^ 
wbiah>,tbey^have  themfel^s  made,  h  a  propofitioT^ 
looftif-eyidtiitipr  prbof|  nor  is  ith^  inference  lef^ 
nyiliifcjft^  yi?,  (hat  the  duration  of  our  prcfeni^ 
<ot}UDercia|[  t^pn; fits^  thovi^h  it  qiay  belikety^  lycti^ 
not-i^curCf    ',. 

That  vifionary  Compaft .  oh  which  Mr.  Eofter 
rcliesi  he  wjl)  not  aflcrc  to  have  bcw  entered  into 
fince.17115^  ^t  that  p^riojA  thprplbrt,  our  tr^de  was 
fiot  \c&  fecv^re  than  it  is  a(  th?  prr^t  day  i  and 
^vcry  laigufhcnt  which  proved  the  expediency  of 
f^ndudiog  gf\  advantageous  coninlefcial  a^reemeaf, 
then,,  will  aftisrfmi  recommend  ^!^  ^tering  into  a 
^yi  more  beneficial  treaty  now.  |  thereiforeihatt  iMt 
prefumc  to  add/to  RilrV  Fo^er*s  cpndu5Vp  reafoniriig, 
in  favour  of  Union*  (confiderdd  in  >  coitimerciat 
point  of  view  i)  or  attempt  to  (hew^ that  art  idjuft* 
^  .menty  which  for  ever  confirms  all  ^  idviQitage!! 
<^  we  derive  from  oUr  linen  trade,  an^  f^capaiit^tes 
^f  England  from  making  ipiny  law  thixt  eap  be  injuria 
j*  cru^  fo  it,*'  lhovl5  |>e  cagiriy  ?fnbr;iccd  by  all  who 
regard  that  trade  5  •  but  frail  merely  Obfefvc  ihit 
thcCompadk  for  ^hich  he  aifgued  fo  ftrongly  then, 
lias  nqt  bi^n  entered  intoiincei  and  (with  iid^itionai 
advantwcs)  is  offered  i^ow.  -  J 


•'•••-Ifliall 
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id^K^nd  tliitnlnfit  HteiFftUn  fijt(rl{4^^ 


.  •    -•  » 


marIe£tV  i^:%n||tQi  ^>»«3lIfeM..'imMiildbi»»{e/|f4f 

.;.jY«^  -f  j^yicfjfr  our  pr(»r«Dt  fepurity»  if^  ifoth? 
cpB^  JSiia^iii^fs  :«hicHj  t^piM: '  jm'tte  4v(»d'!tnvmbers 
dE*Wn»'C(iiui^n  e^n^^  birl«|Ma«g  of 

tl»i>Qy^a »«||- coqii^ltlon, i «rRi  rttaliadfln, . &oaI(| 
not,' Tije^rtii^^^AaV  lilsor,'  vriiich  bj'  *4i|«wdr 
»'  Ifttm^ppglsind^rOTO  rhaWng  ^|t  law.  ibil^m.kp 
^  inJuriotA  toiuf^iieq  tr«(Jfe5;*lvlH-reirf«r;3rijaiii  i^ 
**  btfiriity  ?nne»tous/'  v'  Sift^tly^f  ivft  wew'to^dmit 
^our  >db€ktniis«ia  ttuk  full  extent,  VKcinijift  jkk  tlift 

•     ''"■'v'ri  -'•   ••■•.  .-        ;"   .J   '•  •  '■■  TftV 

♦  SeeHfr.  Foftcr'f  prmtc4  Speech  U  lyti. 
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fafeiry  by^  dititKnuogi  ^iJbwi^'  «Qi jwijc.  which  ieavin^  , 
it  to  Ifti^  pmm  XoMWMMmii  (merely  b^l^nced  this* 

*!Bt  tUif ^f«rtte  itoppfctitio»ii:.irf,  intfireft,  wWchjou  : 
^oft^^fefJblfllostlLY:.idy.6ii  na  ^^reiEdfon  ag^m^  Vf^n*- 
yob  foi^g^t  to  admit  as  an  mfgmnont  for  compaft  ^^ 
v$mtvk  ilfantjiiisjbalijt 
oP^titfi^^ 'ts  the!filmdatiq)i^.a^  origki  pf  all  aygrcc^ 

f#MB*^'ifot  bhrirtaig. 

*  ipftt;<lbplit9iy  of  miyiiiig:^  ili^  dimilt;  of  in? 
t«fi(«fbf,'  ciinfifliifn  youcaffuiwigi.tti^t  wHpn  tbe^  cqtt|i*t| 
tifea  Kdd  Hbeome  uznte^v  their  injtcrell^  woold  ^fsqpr^ 
tlhlSiifocKit^miit  afid  diftie^    Y<^  P^n^^^f '|^ 
bufidl«l»tndb  exift  at  pfcfent,  fdto  arguo^^iAjii^ai^ 
ebiifbtittfiMgthe  difi^aaiieia  \yIi(^  tirty,^^; 

and  lb6  datum  wUeh  is  i:eitttired  SovfSiiif^kti^pf^^ 
yotir  coneiufidns,  i6-*'Hd3a£  an  e6^^  iiHlf^^n»bwi^itft< 
its  6#f  *<(»ufe  has  bdda  rcmoyedri  a(i49h|tyiil^^ 

iM^fiam  QiaU  hate  beeo  imimal^^v  bl«tdc4f-.^^  ^^^^ 
Britilh  empire  will  notwitbi^di|ig> :bc^  lit  Y^rianci: 

Ijh&Hnot  attempt  fojufiify  the  tlrailtm^^^l^^ 

foriS^g  time,  tMs  cQuntry  ex|»eiiBa^i6i>{i»;0reitl-)> 

BriHki.t  M^.  Pitt  his  bimfelf  rc^icfiwi^  itiM;b|zffi:)^r 

andjtbj^nioft  unfair  advantage  ]$  JiMftxoE^Mi  aMiwi,:  c 

whidMt  ohce  did  honour  ro)mif3»Au»^Mi4ii^ytf^ 

aiffufance  to  Ireland  that  a  conduct  thus  repmb^ted-  - 

will  not  be  refmned,  whfin»  by:'UoiiMi74h0fecii«uni#* 

ftances  fhall  Imve  been  pat  animi  tp»  whidi  aSwi^ 

the  only  ground^or  prdcit  %  i$s,adoption. 

It 
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premifcs,  different  )^eifop»^(Hild  ^edite<^  At m^^ 
poGte  toticIufibnsJ  -Thus,  chat yeryilRfcettirityoatbc 
part  of  England^  which  appears  to  fu|f>p?y  you  iHfth 
an  inference  again  ft 'Incorporation,  furnilhes  tt)  ihy 
underftandingana^ment  fbrthe  ilieafiire.      -: 
If  indeed  I  wer<ft6  agretf  with  thofi^^^irho  dcfcobe 
'   fucb  treatment  as  ^ the  mere  reftilt^'^^reat  Bi&ain'is 
In/inl^he  enmiey  *X6^  Ir^nd,  I  fliould^^i^gaid.d^ras 
^  more  than  a  tesiiim  agamft  Union :  Iifhoddoaisiirier 
'"it  aisi  an  argurrieflt^ for  reparation;  arid-(hoiiiid,i'oh 
] ' '  pfinciplc^^try,  by  'fevering  iJic  connexiorty  to  tear  my 
'  xoutf&y  from  the'b!tttchei  of  her  malignant  fee. 
But  I  regard  the  tontroiili  whidir  W%  ttav^-endoaed, 
as  the  effe£t  olf  a  mi{)akeh  policy  >—*n(k6ret  jvftifiilbif  in 
tts'objeat  than  in  its  rneah^  :--^ipi^tk>^4i^^  htdtits 
^'' ^rigiti^  ahdexciife  in^that  cUftiii^tffty  to^ WhidtdEsg- 
'  latid^as  at  length  the^nei^dBty  to  pOt  ani  end  i;^  cfnd  . 
'-"^^tchevery  Irtfh'  pHridt  (hoiild  coocbr  la  cdefidng 
*  to  fee  irrevodibly  abdliflied.  '   .    .;    r  .,      / 

'  Thit  the  fifter  country  (bould, with  a  fiirt  of  gra- 
tuitous IH  wilf,'  (Piik&  to  mar '  Ibc  profperity  of  Ire- 
tencr,-^tii^  Britt6b(h0Qld6bfefve;Witli.uaeaGae^^ 
reKtdancei  the  'Welfare  of  a  portion*  of  the  Brilifii 
enapFf^,  l!B  an  hyp6tihiefi|tooabfardandeidin 
fot' t)dief.' ^r/ftinds  km  ^ven  towardarifetfi^preiefta- 
tioh }  but  thi^  iiMHH£tive  enmity  wim4<1^^«^  felf* 
deftniition.''-^  e^^rr  - 

'*;*  But  however  warmly'&er  might  wifiirtttjfee  Ireland 
tprofjpfetdus^' thia  fentinie 

to  another ;  I  mean  her  defile  Aatthe  iflabda  (houid 
rcnuun  connedf d.    Nor  could  this  be  deemed  an 
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ri0 
-  ^^  Ifamigtktkf  ^^  cijipifpi'*  (whii^ajBy  ioofening  ofihc 

'  «*  may  tNsbqls  ,tp  eiiHerV"-?*  pn^  Abetcfore  the  ^  fenti- 
i^ent  »lWi I  hftwiribrib^d  tO;^^^^     poliey, *o>ilcf 

'  net  be nnbepdniing  evon^  kifl)  paxrk^tfnl  r    ' 

itidepea^nce,  gf^fitd, ;  ajif^pusp  'has  ;bee^^i|{i6rf 
tbat;diftiQdM{6  which  is  ^ik^^^>^j;r^o£'4!:p«X^e» 
ti«ft»  i& .  liQfti !  its  very « nature  a^^*  Wis^  i^  ^  ^!^^ 

is  liable  ^o  he.  perv^qd^  into,  an  ^  ^lftrucQe^t  c^  '^pa- 
latioiu    I  appeal  tQ  ^-exptajen^e.^jf  vevfigi^.Jpyal 

/  ttiid  candid  IrUhffi4nyW)ietl»F^ufrii^pepfl^^      haa 

i  ital  been  h  i^Med  ?  and  I  ^^^n,  tibofe  who  are  fii 

ftiid  of  maldng  i^  eipplttjt'i^i^  tt^  ^xsinipcap^de- 

.  anltttk  of '  Wft,  grc^tneAfr-ffadfW^  ^w:|isg  ca^  pfof- 

L  |)erft]^  in  no  d^^c^  tp ..the  i;o||iae»att,  rdfbf ,  sit  al! 

^  )o the  stooderfiltl  ^$ca<y  i>f  a  ^o^.^'t^lii^^ 
beware  bow  they  ifiadv^aftaqtlf  fuppMiMt  the  40c* 

^   trihea  o(  Mf •  ToAe  \  who  ,49  ^^  \apu-iia}Q!%  work 
0£  hiSt  adidredfed  to  ^fp«ipte>o^^hp4jp  (pndof 

:    yUch  (breralioc^  w«<  ta)K^r)f;      |pha  WarrpnV 

i    fi|iUdmn;)  ^pcm  Vi^  tberi^ia 

-  mentftoih  t^8a  1  agpce»lha€ hf^^i^})fjkjp^^ 
in  propQCtion  as  ^dic  line  ^.hrr  4^||9i^(ie|^,)w  been 
mbro  firohglyjnarkedjcte  tj^  iprpcfc,  Jn  pippot- 
lion  to  her  eftrangemetit  firom  Gica^  Arib^ 
calls  uponitbe  pboplci  'to  DMiplti^.Uie  work  which 
tKejr  bavr  bJBgtin^  and  $Qnfumma|o<}^jpeQ^^  of 
Iretaodt  by  feparirtuwit.  •  *  '  . ,  ^ 
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tsjt  matter  fo:  ftkrprif©,  if.fo  long  4?  it»mightv|i 
dqabtful  whether  **  the  power  of  Ireland,  was  ,to 
.•\i)C,Ujat  of  Eogland^'^  *  ihis  latter  jhould  wau:b  thc^ 
pr(^efsof  fuphi' power  with  diftrUft?  J$  it  ektraprdipfi- 
ry  ^F  (6  iorig  as  itreniained  uncertain  w.hcthcr..this 
TOuntf y  was  ".to  be  part  of  the  ftfttigth  <difBritairi>  of  jjini 
**  4cquifitioa  for  jhe  ewmies*'  f .  of  hpth,-^attacbtneot , 
to  the  interefts  of  the  empire^  nay  of  Ireland,  lho\i]ki 
pro^uof  ^  vigilant  jealoufy  of  diat  i^dv^anceinent^. 
whi^^gbt  uUiidately  involve .  d^efe  iflands  in  a^ 
comriK^/jHii  ? ^nd  ftiall  wff  not  be  eager  to  carre^ 
a.  .  CyBxati  -whijch  uqiiaturaliy  ■  oppoung    our  &«e"! 
4^:  ^^  .eoQoejdoQ  to-  each  dther«  gave'  England 
S5^<^^^^^t  ^  promoting  our  prbj^rity,  Qx^.. 
i]P^t^:^ut:«aabling  feparalifts  id  wield  with  mqre 
e&qlJt^^.iffC9/fo^  which  our  dillin^oefs  hfd  put  info 
t^l^hfe^^^lipiiil^Hng  tliis  perverfe  order  of  things 
M?te«i  ge?yoJfegs|Kf -"pondua  '^  unv^rorthy  the  liber?- 
l«*f-9feSi*Wt  .SrUiW'  X  ftiall  we  npt  gladly'.cni. 
biae^  liil^tr-ifQfH^ved  fyflem«  which  will  enable  us. 
c^^fi^c^HJ^^oB^ha^eforth  to  pronoqnce,  that  "  the 
*^>i«ff9P^^ot,^e:  .t\«^  countries  miji  be  taken  tpg^- 
.#BfcV;aa#J^.ta  OJan-panpot  fpcak  as  a  true  Eng- 
.Jfi^an/.«nl^  J|e.-$](eaks  as  a  true   Irij(hip?in  >, 
..««^W^t|fcfs..*7$r«|e  infkma,  ^nlefe  he  Tpeal^s  ^ 

.  ^<m  ^Q^li«lati!|g.Grcat.Britaiii  on  tM  hb^p?^ 
<iim§^\k-m'^»^*  «^cln  induces  her  to.  cpn^t 
thj:..in^gRtyszgf-||ie;Craipir©,  not  by  chcc^ng  ,pijr 
growing  ft|ij{i^,-J>ut  by  u^ipg  it  Virith  I^er  p5Wi, 
let  us,  without  lofs  of  time  b<£ome  profperous  and 

•  .••■•■_  \ 

*  Mr.Pitt'fSpeccli.  t  Ibid.       t  Ibid.       |  Jbid. 
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'  Tecure,  by  exchanging  a  diftin^t  for  an  incorporate 

'independence* 

Miad  proceeded  nearly  thus  far/  when  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  meflage  being  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  terms  of  Union  were  difclofed  by  a 

'  Noble  Lord,  on  whom  my  refpedl  for  him  makes  me 
rejoice  to  fee  the  illuftrious  talk  devolve,  of  bidding 
his  country  become  free  ^x\&  profperous  for  even— - 

'  The  fplendour  of  thefe  terms  fuperfedes  all  inferior 
argtiments  for 'Union;  and  the  man  muft  be  more 
phlegnfiatick  than  I  defire  to  be,  who  can  liften  to 
them,  and  withhold  his  admiration. 

By  thefe,  as' if  the  Britifh  conf^itution  were  not  of 
itfelf  a  boon  worthy  our  acceptance,  advantages  are 
fecured  in  commerce  and  frpance,  tqualling  the 
fonddft  hopei  we  couW  have  fornicd,  and  almoft  ex- 

'  ceeding^the  powers  of  calculation, ,  Upon  a  princir- 
ple,  the  faiVnefs  of  which  is  beyorid  difpute,  the  con- 

*  tribution  bf  Ireland  will  be  proportioned  to  its  ability^ 
and  that  ability  be  meafurcd  by  an  accurate  criterion  ; 
lior  will  any  power  be  given  to  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment of  altering^  of  reviling  this  principle,  in  any 
refpe(5l ;  but  merely  of  enfuring  its  future  applica- 
tion, and  makirtg  the  ability  of  Ireland  the  eternal 
and  invariable  lUndard  of  her  contribution.  A 
difcretion,  which  muft  be  felt  neceffary  to  be  given  to 
the  common  legiflature,  by  all  who  concur  in  the 
opinion  which  I  entertain,  that  the  inevitable  confe- 
qucnces  of  Union  w'rll  be  to  cncreafe  the  relative 

ability  of  pr6rpcring  Ireland. 

Nor 

♦  One  hundred  and  four  pagc8  of  th!s  Letter  were   already 
printcdi  on  the  day  on  which  the  roeffajj^.  was  delivered. 


Nor  will  this  principle  be  lefe  favourable  to  our  _ 
-country,  in  its  effca,  than  it  .is.  obvioofly  juft  and 
equitable  in  its  nature  j  but,  operating  to  Uffen  con- 
fiderably  the  pfifent  amount  of  our  taxation,  will 
give  an  aufpicious  fpecimen  of  the  readinefs  of 
England  to  make  a  great  pecuniary  facrifice,,  and 
fcorning  the  delufive  and  fordid  arguments  of  fcl- 
filh  policy,  to  regard  the  intercfts  of  Ireland  as  il^ 
s»ggrandizement  of  the  Empire; 

When  you  ridicule  all  pretenfion-toliberality,  on 

the  part  of  Britain,*— I  will  point  to  the  terms  of 
Union  as  my  .anfwer :  to  the  fair  conditions  of  that 
generous  Treaty,  by  which,  widiout  prppofing  to 
.entangle  us  in  her  difficulties,    Ihe    niirely ,  folicits 
us  to  participate  in  her  greatncfs :  retaining  her  debt, 
while'  (he  imparts  to  us  her  profperity,  and  exempt- 
ing us  altogether  from  the  operation  of  that  tnaxim, 
which  prefcribes  that  <hQfe  who  derive  the  l?enefit, 
fliall  bear  the  burthen.  Sir,  it  fuitea  the  magnanimity 
of  that  glorious  Country,  the  champion  of  invaded 
liberty  and  good  order,  to  refute  fuch  imputations, 
not  by   woids,  but   by  a  condud  which  Hiftory 
wUl  record,  and  Poftttity  xnuft.  admire.     It  becat^ 
her  ntuation,  to  acquire  peculiar  claims,  in  the  cafe 
<if  Ireland,  in  addition  to  that  title  which  fhe  had 
already,  tojgeneral  gratitude  from  the  whole  civilized, 
and  by  her  protefted  world. 

1  havi  now  gone  through  the  m.oft  important  to- 
picks  of  y6ur  Speech ;  aniniadverfing  by  the  w^y, 

t  «  Liberality  of  England  toWih  Commerce  1.  She  was  liberal 
"  never."  &c.  &c.— -Mr.  Grattan'a  Sj;>eech. 


b6th  iippn  theni  and  your  geiieird  politicks,   with^ 
^  that  freedom  which  ^e  hold  ourffclve'sprrvjWgcd  to 
yftV  in  odatnining  the  condua  drtd  opinions  of  a  pub- 
li'ck  m^n ;  yet,  |  truft,  without  having  dcviatkd  froni' 
rhe    rcfpeft,  which  On  ali'occafioris  One  gcntlcmaa   ^ 
O^cs  another,— and  which,  in  your  cafe,  I  fliouTcl  be 
peculiarly  lorry  to  tranfgrtfs :  lince,  however  ftrongly' 
.  riilifapprQv6  of  much  of  your  political  cohduft,  I  will' 
not   be  prevented  by  this  fentimcnt  of  blame,  ftiH 
lefi  by  any  fiteling  of  party  ?eal,  from  recollecting 
\i&hat  is  due  not  only  to  your  talents,  but  to  the 
jJHlihgviifhcd  fliarc  which  you  had  irt  the  tranfaftioh 
of  1 7  Si,  arid  the  honorable  part  >^hich  you  afted,- 
alibut  the  cqrnmencement  of  the  prefcnt  W^r  :  ancj 
I  fake  this  opportiinity  of  requefting  you,  Sfir,  ?nd 
ipy;  other  Readers,    to    qualify  with     the    above, 
tribute— the  ftrength  of  any  cenfure,  which  ^in  the 
warmth  of  difcufTion  I  may  have  been,  or  Ilil}  rfiay 
be,  induced   to  apply   to  your  language,  or  your 
meafiircs :  a  tribute  vHich  certainly  has  finc^rity  to 
teconiniend  it  J  and  of  which  the  Value  will  be  beft 
mimated  by  recoUefting,  that  though  I  am  appealing 
Ityou  before  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion,  m  qx^tr 
%o  wcakcp  the  force  of  your  teftihiony  againft  a  falu- 
tary  m'eafure,   yet  1  have  fcorned  to  refort  to  thofe 
charges  againft  your  charader,  which  have  not  been 
fo  proved,  as  to  bring  tohvidlion  to  my  mind ;  but 
to  \yhich  many  in  my  circun^ftances  wpuld  have  more 
than  alluded. 

1  ftate  myfelf  to  have  inveftigated  all  your  matc- 
ml. topics.;:  !<¥  *r  to  that  inconfiftcncy,  which 
you  impliedly  charge  Ott  goycmmenr,  by  contraft- 
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ing  their  bppofitioh  to  4  moaus,  ^herf  forirterly  prdfi 
pofed  by  you,  with  their  fuppoftd  tfttehtfott' of  con* 
ncftlrig  one  with'  the  prefent  Union,-^fhe  imputa^bn 
is  difprovcd  by  (imply  obfcrving,  thsft  the  faitic  mea- 
fure  vtfiiich  under  one  order  of  Ainjgi  would  bfc  ^b-» 
vcrCve^  might  under  another  and  diffimilar  one;  bd^ 
delirable  and  fafe. 

Your  remarks  upon  the  clergy  are  no  lefi  an- 
fwcrable,  and  inconclufive.  \i  it  dtTgracef^jf  to  Ro^ 
man  Catholic  Ecclefiaftitkst  that  thty  cbuntenanee 
a  meafure^  which,  while  it  infuies  an  afiuaging  por-* 
tioii  of  morality  and  intelligence,  into  th£  phyficaF 
force  of  their  at  .prefent  fierce  and  brutal  flock, 
(a  chara^er  which  I  afcribe  to  them  hot  as  Cacho-* 
)icks,  but  as  rabble,)  at  the  fame  time,  by  provid-^ 
ing  fcrfthe  priefthood^  links  the  interfc{l:s  of  chat 
body  to  the  conftitution ;  and  \v  calculated  to  in- 
creafe  the  knowledge,  influence,  and  rcfpiiSlability, 
of  tbofe  whofe  talk  it  is  to  diflfufc  rdigiouis  irift ruc- 
tion amongft  the  people  f  Again,  fa  *^  the  pei^pciua! 
^*  fecurity  of  our  eftabtiihed  church'*  ♦—<  bribe,  Which 
);he  Proteftant  clergy  can  be  diftionoured  by  a'cceijt* 
ing?  No,  Sir:  that  f^red  body  ft^nds  for  Kcyond 
the  r^ach  of  fcurrilous  reproach ;  and  -in'  fupporting 
Union,  they  •  purfue  a  condudl  Mrhich  can  not 
only  be  juftified,  but  (hould  be  praifed  s  a  condud 
which  fuits'  the  mild  and  peaceable  doiftrines  of 
that  religion'  which  they  preach.  It  well  becomca 
their  holy  fundtion,  to  countenance  a  change  which 
fliall  fl:op  the  efFufion  of  civil  blood :  w-hich  Ihatl 
foften  thdfe  malignant  paffions  that  have  fo  lon^ 

raged 

%  Vk.  Grattan'i  wordt. 


iz6 

ngtd  amongft  us,  and  almoft  fwept  away  the  virtue 
of  the  land :  which  (hall  fubftitute  induftty,  in  place 
of  that  idlencfs  which  is  the  nurfc  of  vice :  *  which 
(ball  lead  the  inhabitants  of  this  torn :  ^ouritTy  tp 
fulfil  the  duties  of  a  chriftian  people,  by  loving  one 
another,— and  paying  obedience  to  the  conftituted 
Authorities  of  the  ftate  :  which  fliall  found  the  fccuruy 
of  the.Proteftant  Church  upon  a   bafis,  compatible 
with  the  indulgence  of  that  cordial  truft  and  con- 
fidcDce*  which  ought  to  prevail  amongft  all  the  mi-' 
nillcrs  of  one  gofpel,— amongft  all  the  branches  of 
one  c6mmon  faith:  in  fhort,  a meafure,  which  whilft 
it  t^rrfls, to  fortify  an  empire,  now  waging  the  holy 
war  of  religion  againft  impiety,— accompliflies  this 
defirable,  and  glorious  objcft,  not  by  facrificing  an 
atom  of  the  liberties  of  Ireland,  but  by  acquiring^ 
for  hcjr  the  full  privileges  of  the  Britifli  conftitatidn. 
Sir,  I  have  heard  much  of  the  diftinguiflied  loyalty 
of  thofp,  by  whom  the  meafure  of  Union  is  oppofed  ;  - 
i^d  I  admit  thatjoyal  charadters  are  to  be  found  in 
the  anti-union  ranks  ;   who  by  infifling  fo  much  on 

4 

their.siyift  attachment  to  the  cooftitution,  indiredlly 
cgipfpfs  that  their  afFeiStion  for  their  Sovereigjji,  and 
tte  empire,  is  more  evinced  by  their  former,  than  their 
prefect  ^ondudl* 

Put  there  is  a  defcription  of  perfons,  *(I  do  not  fay 
in  Parliament  J  whofe  loyahy  is  of  a  bafe  and  fpu- 
riouskindj  and  of  whofe  co-operation  you  have  no 
reafon  to  be  proud.  Men  who,  not  a<fluated  by 
ariy  generous  feniimeT)f,  have  hitherto  follpwed  the 
trade  pf  allegiance,  merely  becaufe  they  found  it  a 
more  profitable  one  than  that  of  iedition*    Men  who, 

profligately 
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-  profligately  confiflent,  are  led  to  oppofe  the  prefcjAt 
r  government,  by  the  fame  motive  which  induced  xhtAi 
to  fupport  all  paft  j— by  corrupt  ftlfiflincfs,— hot 
public  fpirit. 

^  Such,  whilft  they  make  an  uproar  about  their  loy- 
alty, in  faft  refift  Union  for.no  other  reafon,  but 
that  thoit^  it  may  advance  the  commerce  of  their 
''  country,   they  arc  well  aware  it   muft  extingmfli 
"theirs.     Britifh  connexion    they  confider  as  a  fo,rt 
'  of  ftate  commodity,  for  which  England  ought  to 
"  deal,  on  their  own  terms,  with  them.    They  pro- 
'  mife  to  (upply  this  article  of  prime  neceffity,  fb  long 
'  as  they  are  permitted  to  vend  it  to  the  fiftcr  country, 
and  to  monopolize  the  emoluments  of  the  fal^ ;  and 
'  though  of  late  the  crops  have  been  but  forry, — yet 
aided  by  the  firong  hand  of  coercion,  and  continu- 
ing to  manure  with  IriQi  blood,  they  make  no  doubt 
of  having  permanent  and  abundant  haryefts;  and 
think  it  hard  that  their  exclufive  traffick  fliould  be 
fpoiled,  by  Britain's  beginning  to  purchafe  from  the 
whole  Irlfli  nation,  and  while  (he  employs  the  people 
indifcriminately  to  cultivate  the  connexion,  by  pay- 
ing their  labours  with  the^Britilh  conftitution^ 
'      Such  reafonrng  may  be  forcible,  but  it  is'  not  pa- 
triotick ;  and  I  (hall  not  wafte  my  time  by  addrelEng 
thofe  who  ufe  it ;  but  muft  apply  myfelf  to  another, 
and  very  different  clafs,  whofc  principled  loyalty  I 
*  both  acknowledge  and  admire,— rand  whonti  therefore, 
Igrieve  tofind  inadvertently  in  array— againft  the 
pfofperity  of  their  haraffcd  country. 

1  will  afk  them,  and  with  the  queftion,  (almoft) 
conclude  this  tedious  Letter,  What  are  theii*  expec- 
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titttons  in  oppofiog  Unioa  ?  Do  they  hxn^  to  fetf 
that  order  of  thipgs  revived,  y^tuch  foine  have  de- 
Icnbed  as  ^  cdioiiial  fyfteof  Can  they  hope  that 
the  flrength  of  (jovernmcnt  will  codpcratc  to  rejEbpire 
d  fy/ltem,  .the  defers  of  whicl?  they  have  bceij  ne- 
iqeilitat^d  to  dUclpfe)  ^d  for  ^Uch  they  fe/e  no  ef- 
&Aua|  remedy,  but  Incorporation  ?  Will  Adminif^ 
tx^ition,  to  acqomnuxi^te  the%  gentlemen,  xecur  to 
t^F  pl^of  extorting  by  coercion,  ^  precarious  al- 
iegiai;(/cip  from  a  poor,  ignorani,  difcontented^  and 
miignide^  mul^tu4c,*--infiead  of  watching  fttfwtr^ 
ffigiy^  for  the  mpm^nt  to  make  a  change,  wlucli  Aall 
render  jayalty  tbf  unforced,  and  ready  q^ering  of  a 
prpfpefous,  an  inflrufted,  and  contented  pco-pie? 
h  it  to  be  ,e|iped€;d,  that  for  .the  mere  gratification 
of  a  Ipyal  party,  a  Qoyernment  which  rightly  efti- 
mantes  ibe  fffed^ioqs  of  the  fubje€t,  and  feeis^  thent 

^o  be  the  bed  fecjwUy  of  the  throne,  will,  for  eycr 
gbfndoA  a  me^iiiaB  rfq  ^flib^^ely  proppfed^.  and  fo 

.,p^pjip^ij}y .^pcl^ed  to  Ije in  theii opiniouri 
^  nae?i(iffe  tpo,  .|«jiich  hgii  bpen  folemnly  called  for  by 

.  ti^  c9qin}9nJSpyjereign,  a,a^  approved  of  in  pneof  the 
Pa^lian^nit^49f  tiie^fnpire?.U  it  tQ  be  iniagined^  L  fay, 
{[)at  j)4^ii4Arj^tJ!pn  wili  rtynqui^iiuch  a  ipeafure,r-Tand 
perqaancnt^  fijjbfttfwe  a  fyftem  m  ks  rppqif  >»^bere, 
in  order  \o  guard  jhe  conjfatutipn  &om  tittack,  v»c 
are  obligjed  to  ftrip  it  pf  every  princftple  which  J^- 
cur^  tt^e  liberty,  and  elites  the  jealous  loyalty  d€ 
the  people  ?  Cijn  we  fuppofe  that  the  JBritilh  g^ 
vernmenc  will  layafide  all  thoughts  of  Union,  ii^ 

,  cordially  readopt  a  Regicpe,  which  fomenting  civil 
di£^d  and  dif^eflion,  and  rendering  Ireland  the 

theatre 
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theatre  of  fiftrbus  cabal,  or  fterh-  aftd  fulleh  dcfpb- . 
tifcfi,  muft  keep  the  empire  vulnerable  in  a  vital' 
poiht^-^and  tempting  thc^  vigilaitt  "enemy  to  our 
fliorcs, '  m'ake  this-Countrypaftcad  of  being  a  rcfcr- 
voir  of  Imperial  force,  an  embatraffing  drain  to  the 
refourccs,*  and  a  defalcation  of  the  ftrerigth  of  Britain  ? 
No !  fuch  hbpds  it  would  be-  idte  to  entertain.  ^  Qb- 
yernmcnt,  if  fruftratcd  for  the  prcfent  in'tts  honeft 
plan,  would  not  enter  into  the  views  of  thofe  to  whom 
I  a  Hack,  but, merely  wait  a  more  favourable  mbmcnt, 
for  accproplifliing  the  profperity  of  the  Irifh  natitAi. 
This  loyal  dafs  muft  therefore  be  content,  in  the  alter- 
native, either  to  further  thofe  intentions  of  Gtovcrh- 

/mem,  which  I  have  defcribcd  ;  or  (fmce  alpne  their 
•party  would  betbo  fmall  to  msike  any  head,)  if  they 
would  rcfift,  muft  form  a  jundion  With  that  party,  to 
which  they  are  now  moft  unnaturally  allied,— and 
cordially  promote  the  wifties  of  a  fadkion,  whofe .  def- 
periate  projedls  they  iook  dpon  with  dread  \  and  whofe 
political  opinions  they  habitually  abhor. 

I  conjure  them  to  weigh  all  this  matoirely,  before 
they  perfift  in.  their  oppofition  to  a  meafure,  fo  em- 
phatically neceifary  at  the  prefent  mortient,  tofruf- 
trat^r  thpfe  attempts  at  (eparatiori,  in  refifting  which 
I  kpbwvthey*  would  be  ready  to  ftied  their  blood. ' 

Let  them  difcoudtenanco  that  moft  unconftitutibnal 
and  defperate  oxppfimeat,  of  confCiking,  on  a  great 
political  fubjeft,— not  thepfoperty,  intelligence,  or 
loyalty  of  the   couiitr)r,-^but  that  giddy,  wrrtched, 

^  and  unii\j[brmed  multitude,  which,  if  it  have  any  origi- 
nal and  gcnuine/entiment  at  all,  is  averfe  from'  dniting 
with  G^^at  Britain— only  becaufc  it  would  rather  incor- 
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poratc  with  Ifr^pcc,  Reje^Ung  thp  auAority  of 
a  clamorous  and  dilaSedtcd  mob,-ramt«  m  vatm 
/j«^«(/«i  jgl^^w,— which,  compofed  chicEy  perhaps  of 
traitoff ,  par4oncd,-^nd  unreclaimed,*— is  at  once  th^ 
dufe,  and  cc(^^  ^f  ,a  few  f^dious  leaders,  (whofe 
ORJni  .n^  if)  ^^h!4  ^.  ^)^  ftiortcr,  ^nd  fafer  way-—? 
t9  .afk  dife£llyy)  let  them  prudently  def;ii\ne  reibrting  to 
Ibe  a^iitance  of  th^  baf b^fi^ous  ar)d,  lawlefs  po,wer» 
which  having  firft  ^^tA  in  reAl^if^  a  cneafvure  which 
they  diflike,  would  end  by  overwhelming  both  then>» 
ax)d  the  Conftttution* 

I^t  them  examine  with  generous  (hame,  in  the 
.mirror  which  hiilory  bplds  uj;^  for  ^eir  inftruAion, 
the' difgraceful  pa^jcrre  of  that  conduft,  which  Tome 
enemies  to  their  bonoyr  would  prevail  with  them  Xo 
imi^e*     . 

They  will  find  that,  in  Scotland,  *•  the  party  who 
"  oppofed  UnioiT,  finding; the  majority  in  Parliament 
"  againft  them,  ftndied  to  raife  a  florm  without 
**  doors,  to  terrify  them.  A  fet  ^f  ad^ejfes  i^ainji 
•*  the  Union^  were  Jknt  round  all  the  coutuies^  in  which 
thofe  whajappofedit  had  my  intereji*  There  came 
qp  m^ifjy  of  thcfe,  in  the  naniie  of  counties^  and 
boroughs,  and  at  laft  from  pari(hes.  This  made 
**  for|ie;noife  abroad ;  but  was  very  4ittle  conffdered 
**  there,  (in  Parliament,)  when  it  was  known  by  wh'ffi 
*',4^rfv<  and  practices  they  were  procured.*' f     They 

r    .'  '       wiii 

«  i 

*■  A  refemblance  ( fay  the  metaphyiicisins)  may  foiiiettmcs  be  fo 
eloftaa  %obe  rendtrred  ludicrous  by  its  exa^nefs. 

f  The  Hiftoriau  adds  that  **  when  this  appeared  to  have  Httlc 
effect  pains  were  tajcen  to  animate  the  rabble  to  violent  attempts, 
]^oUi  at  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow/'  See  the  Irifli  Lett<^s  miliive, 
pa^m. 
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will  find,  I  %yv  tlfst  Aoaf  a  denttiry  ago^  expiring 
fiididn  had  recourfe  to  fuch  expedients ;  and  will 
fcom  to  follow  fi)  vile  and  nufchievons  an  example,  ^ 
Thus  mucb^  at  leafi»  I  expedt  with  confidence 
froin  their  loyalty.  I  only  wonder  they  will  not  let 
me  hope  for  more.  I^nly  lament  that  they  will  not 
co-oporate  with  the  government,  to  reconcile  a  conr 
nexion  which  they  value^  with  a  conftitution  which 
they  love ;  and  obtain  thefe  combined  blcflings  for 
thdr  country,  by  a  Union.    I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

5 1 R, 

Your  obedient  and 

very  humble  ferva^it, 

.  * 

WILLIAM  SMITH. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


po  ST  scrips:      - 

Ihe  foregoing' Letter  has,  confidering  its  length,' 
been  written  with  iuch  expedition,  that  I  flatter  my- 
felf  it  will  be  thought  entitled  to  fomeindiilgendel 
An  unwillingnefs  to  fatigue  the  reader,  by  the  repetU 
tion  of  what  had  been  already  treated,  ably  by  others, 
^nd  diffufely  by  iriyfclf,  induced  me  to  omit  many 
topicks,  highly  material,  and  pertinent  to  my  en- 
quiry. For  example,  however  relevartt  the  cafe  of 
Scotland  might  be  to  the  prcfent  queftion,  I  had 
little  to  add  upon  that  fubjeft,  to  what  I  had  already 
given  the  Publick^  in^my  printed  Speech  of  the  lall 
feflion  ;  and  could  add  nothing  to  what  has  fince  been 
urged  by  Mr.  Redford,  from  p.  8i  to  ^$  of  his 
pamphlet.  Mr,  \^iHi^m  Johnfon,  too,  by  hts  found 
and  conftitutional  wo!rk,  had  very  much  ^Qarrg^icd 
the  oircle  of  my  inveftig^tion ;  and  laftly,  f  wastn- 
terrupted,  and  (fortunately  perhaps  for  my  reader,) 
hurried  to  an  abrupt  conclufion,  by  that  lucid,  and 
forcible  ftatement  of  Lord  Cafllereagh,  which  was 
more  convincing  than  a  thoufand  argument^^j  and 
by  the  admirable  fpcech,  which  I  beard  delivered  by 
Doftor  Duigenan,  on  the  fame  occafion. 

I  do  not  feel  it  neceflary  to  offer  an  excufe-  for 
fubmitting  my  thoughts  on  paper,  (fince  at  M)  to 
the,  Publick.  The  topicks  of  Mr.  Grattan's  fpeech 
demanded  a  rnore  full  and  accurate  difcuffion,  than 
It  could  have  been  permitted  to  receive,  when  he' 
clofed  it, — at  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
the  Houfe  quite  exbaufted,  and  calling  for  the 
queftion. 

A  few 


POSTSCRIPT. 


A  few  words^  more,  and  I  have  done.« 


A  Report  has,  I  cannot  conjeAure  how,  ftolen 
into  general  circulation,  that  in  my  Speech  on 
Thurfday  morning  laft,  I  declared  it  to  be  my 
opinion,  that  if  the  Union  could  not  othcrwife 
fucceed,  it  ftiould  be  carried  by  military  interference, 
and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

^  Iftiallnot  demean  myfclf  fo  far  as  to  difclaim 

fentiments,  or  expreflions,  alike  foreign  to  my  cha- 
ra<£ler,  and  unfuitablc  to  the  uniform  tenor  of  my 
public  con^ud ;  nor  will  I  difparage  a  meafure 
patronized  by  the  fcnfe  and  property  of  Ireland,  by 

i  infinuatiflg  that  towards  promoting  its  fuccefs,  recourfe 
Ihould  be  had  to  military  interpofition ;  but  I  fhall 
plainly  fay  that  though  many  who  may  have  circu- 
lated this  rumour,  are  np  otherwife  to  blame,  than 
for  having  incautioufly  propagated  a  (lander  upon 
hearfay, — yet,    (as   I   faid  nothing  which,  I  think, 

j  could  furnilh  a  pretext  for  mifconftruftion,)  it  would 
perhaps  be  a  (I retch  of  candour  to  fuppofe- that  any 
man  could,  upon  his  own  authority,  charge  me  with 
havipg  exprcfled  the  unconftitutional  fcntiment  above 
mentioned,  without  Being  guilty  of  a  fcandalous, 
and  intentional  falfehood.  A  rcfpe£l  for  Parliament, 
and  regard  for  Truth  and  Decorum — make  it  right 
that  ^  Ihould  add  my  firm  perfuafion,  that  no  fuch 
perfon  will  be  found  amongft  the  Members  of  the 
Legiflature. 


FINIS. 
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X  HE  Speaker  and  Members  having  returned  after  attending 
liis  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers^  9 
copy  of  the  Speech  was  read  from  the  Chair  as  foUoiv:s  :   .  ^ 

Afj  LorJt  and  Gentlemen^  . 

«  I  Ha:(re  received  his  Majefty's  comntaiuk  to  aiTemble  you  in 
^*  Pturliamenti 

**  Upon  a  reriejp^  of  the  important  and  gloriaair  eveilta  that 
have  diftingtiifhed  the  period  which  has  elapfed  fince  I  kft  addrefo- 
<d  yoMy  the  moil  gratifying*  and  encouraging  reflexions  prefent 
iheniirelves  to  our  coniideration.  ' 

**  By  the  brilliant  coUrfe  of  yidoriea  atchjevicd  by  the  coitibiaed 
loapertal  armies^  the  various  kingdoms  and  ftites  of  Italy  have 
\ysttk  delivered  from  the  ravages  and  tKe  tyranny  of  the^  French* 

^  The  throne  of  Naples  ^nd  oar  friepdiy  cojinedion  wi^h  that 
kingdom  have  beeo  re|Lored. 

*f  The  French  expedition  to  Egypt  has  been  checked  in  its 
career  by  the  exertions  of  the  Torkifli  armS)  aj^fted  by  a  fmall  de- 
tachment pf  his  Majefty's  fprces^  and  the  galUntry  of  their  her^f 
commander.  .  ,   ^        "  ♦ 

*^  The  kpftile  plans  of  the  common  enemy  in  India  hate  ter^ 
ininated  in  the  total  de|hruXion  of  the  power  which  had  been  mif* 
led  by  their  artifices,  and  through  the  timdy,  vigorous  and  di^ct- 
£ve  oounfels  of  the  fifarquis  Wdlefley,  and  the  confummate  flciil 
and  vuloiir  of  his  Majefly's  generals^  officers  and  troops,  the  Bri-  ' 
tifh  poffeffi»ns  in  that  dudrter  of  the  globe  have  b^n  beneficially 
extended  and  effedualnr  feciired.  ' 

"  By 


4  PAREIAMENTARY 

**  By^thc  defceot  of  his  Maje4y'«  forces  and  of  his  Ruffian 
allies  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  the  Dutdh  fleet  hafi  been  happily* 
refcued  from  the  power  of  the  enemy  ;  and  although  the  fedbn, 
))eculiarly  unfavourable  to  military  operations^  produced  the  ne- 
ccffity  of  rcllnquifhing  an  enicrprizc  fd  fortunately  "beguir,  and  ' 
prevented  the  complete  accompli ihment  of  his  Majefty's  view^,  yet 
,  the  refult  of  that  expedition  has  been  peculiarly  beneficial  to  this 
kingdom,  in  remdvingall  fear  of  attack  on  Qur  coails-frbm  a  quar- 
ter whence  it  had  been  fo  often  planned,  and  in  enabling  liis  Ma- 
jefty's  fleets  to  dire£l  their  vigilance  exclufively  to  the  fingle  port 
from  which  the  enemy  can  attack  this  country  with  any  hope  even 
of  a  temporary  fuccefs,      .  ' 

<*  My  utmoft  caie  has  beon  exerted  to  carry  into  execution  the 
extraordinary  powers  which  you  have  committed  to  my  difcretion 
with  vigour  and  at  the  fame  time  with  moderation  ;  all  tendency 
to  infurre£lion  has  been  effectually  repreiTed  ;  but  it  gives  me  true 
^concern  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  painful  ncceflity  of  a£Ung  with 
fe verity  has  been  too  frequently  in^ofed  upon  mc;  ami  although 
public  tranquillity  has  been  in  a  great  meafure  rellored,  yet  I  have 
to  lament  that  a  difpofition  to  outrage  and  confpiracy  llill  conti- 
nues in  feyeral  diftriftai ;  that,  much  mduftry  is  ufed  to  keep  alive 
the  fplrit  of  difafFcdlion,  and  to  encourage  among  the  lower  claffes 
the  hopes  of  French  afiiftance. 

**  1  truft  that  the  recetit  revolution  in  France  cannot  fail  to  open 
the  eyes  of  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  fubjc6is  as  have  been  deluded  by 
the  artifices  which  have  been  unremittingly  employed-  to  witlidraw 
them  from  their  allegiance,  and  that  it  will  reftore  and  increafc  the 
love  of  conftitutional  order  and  of  regulated  freedom,  by  demon- 
jlrating  that  the  principles  of  falfe  libcfrty  tend  ultimately  to  dcH- 
potifm,  and  that  the  criminaKiruggles  of  democratic  faction  natu- 
rally clofe  in  military  ufurpation.  . 

"  So  long,  as  the  French  govemmrtit,  undcj  whatever  form  it 
exerts  its  influence,  (hall  perfbvcre  in  fchemes  of  dellru^ion  and 
projeftsiof  ambition  ftibverfive  at  once  of  the  liberties  of  Europe 
and  of  the  fecurity  of  his  Majefty's  dominions^  there  can  be  no 
wife  alternative  but  to  profecute  the  war  with  encreafing  enctgj!^ 
^  It  is  by  great  exertions  alone  that  cither  their  yicwg  of  aggran- 
dfzement  can  be  fruftrated  or  a  folid  peace  procured • 

**  His  Majefty  has  therefore  availol  himfelf,  with  pcpuliar  fa- 
tisfaCiion,  of  the  cordial  and  great  ailidance  which  has  been  af- 
forded him  by  his  faithful  ally  the  Emperor  qf  Ruflia,  and  has 
thought  tight  to  make  every  exertion  for  auj^n^enting  the  difp6fe- 
able  military  force  of  h>s  own  dominions  ;  his  Majefty  thertfoi'e 
has  been  highly  gratified  in  accepting  the  ferviccs  fo  generoufly 
offered  by  his  Engliih  militia,  and  I  am  to  exprefs  to  you  th^.  en- 
tire confidence  wbtch  his  Majefty  feels  that  the  zeal  and  loyalty 
of  his  militia  of  this  kingdom,  in  forvi^arding  at  this  importafi* 
'  '  crifis 
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crifis  the  a&ive  operations  of  the  Empire  wiU  not  be  lefs  prompt 
and  confpicuGUS. 

<'  The  appreheniions  of  general  fparclty  which  feme  time  Hnce 
toTok  place  called  for  my  early  attention  to  this  mod  important  fub- 
jeft,  and  I  was  induced,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  offer 
premiums  for  the  early  importation  of  grain*  This  meafure  will, 
I  flatter  myfelf,  meet  your  approbation,  and  I  have  full  c6nfiderice 
in  yoiir  wifdom,  if  it  (hall  be  neccflary  torefort  to  any  further  ex- 
traordinary means  for  piocuring  a  fupply, 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfi  of  Commons^ 

•*  The  evident  ncccffity  of  fecuring  this  kingdom  from  every 
danger,  whether  foreign  or  domeftic,  and  of  rendering  the  fucctf? 
of  invafion,  if  attempted,  impVafticable,  will  demonftrate  to  you 
the  wifdom  of  continuing  that  enlarged  fyftem  of  defence  yoa 
have  fo  wifely  adopted^  ' 

**  I  have  therefore  ordered  the  puUlic  accounts 'and  eftimatcs 
for  the  enfping  year  to  be  laid  before  you,* and  have  the  fulleft  con- 
fidence that  in  the  fupply  which  fuch  a  fituation  (hall  appear  to  you- 
to  require,  you  will  equally  confult  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  and 
the  honour  of  his  Majefty's  government,  ' 

*•  I  am  indufced  to  hope  that  the  great  incrcafe  of  the  revenue 
which  has  taken  place  in  thepreferit  year,  may  enaUe  yorto  raife 
the  fums  which  may  be' wanted  for  the  current  fervices  without  aoV 
diftrtifing  addition  to  the  burthens  of  the  people. 

<*  My  t'Qfds  and  Gentlemettp 

**  1  recommend  to  your  ufual  attention  the  agricdtare,  the  ma* 
Bufaftures,  and  particularly  the  linen  manufad^ure  of  Ireland ;  and 
I  doubt  not  that  the  Proteftant  charter  fchoola,  and  thofe  public 
inftitutions^  whether  of  chanty  or  education,  which  have  been 
prote£ied  by  your  liberality,  will  ftill  receive  a  judicious  enc^uragCf 
ment. 

**  It  will  be  for  your  wifdom  to  confider  how  far  it  wID  be  ne- 
ceifary  to  continue  any  of  thoGe  extraordinary  powers  with  which 
you  have  (Irengtheued  the  authority  of  his  Majefty's  government 
for  the  more  effedual  fnppreflion  and  puniihment  of  rebellious  con* 
ipiracy  and  outrage. 

**  His  Majeify  places  the  moft /entire  reliance  upon  your  firmnei^ 
and  wifdom,  and  he  ha«  no  doubt  that,  you  will  anxioudy  purfqe 
fucb  meafures  as  (ball  be  bed  calculattrd  for  bringing  the  present 
war  to  an  honourable  termination,  and  for  relloring  the  country  to 
permanent  tranquillity; 

**  It  will  be  my  conftant  obje6i  to  attend  to  your  fuggclliofis  and 
advice,  that  I  may  by  this  means  mod  beneficially  accompltfh  the 

commands 
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j^ommands  I  hare  received  from  bU  Majeftj^  and  inoft  eScfiually 
forward  the  iaterefts  and  happinefs  of  this  kingdom*'' 

Lord  ViTcQuntXoFTUs  moved  a  fuitable  and  oonfonant  Addrefe 
s^hich  his  lond^ip  previoufly  prefaced  in  handfome  terms^  and  in 
fubdance  as  follows ; — **  jHLis  lordibip  felt  happy  at  the  occafioa 
he  was  thep  favoured  wlt^,  to  pa^  a  fuitable  tribute  of  acknow- 
ledgment to  our  gracious  Sovereign's  pre-eminent  virtues^  who,  by. 
his  falutai  y  invincible  councils,  and  conquering  arms,  iiad  paralyz-  . 
ed  the  revolutionary  ambition  of  the  common  enemy,  that  chiefly 
aime(i  a  barbarous  blow  at  the  iBritiih  Empire,  and  particularly  at 
,th is  country ;  which  his  Majcfty  had  benevolently  reinforced  on' 
the  fpur  of  a  dangerous  momency  with  an  infufion  of  Britain's  po* 
litical  wifdom,  and  a  powerful  cp-operation  oi  Britain'^  triumph* 
ant  forces,  fo  as  to  render  it  iippregnablc,  and  fecure  againit  the 
word  machinations  of  domeltic  and  fpreign  revolutionids.  Thua 
while  his  Majelly  rallied  and  inCptred  his  allies  on  t^e  continent  of 
•Europe  ;with  ft.  glorious  fpirit,  and  perfevering  vigour,  to  maintain 
that  juii  and  neceQary  ftrugele  in  which  Europe  had  a  common 
intercft  for  the  fake  of  religion  and  regular  government,  he  at  the 
ifiomenJt  improved  the  condition  of  Britifli  fubjeSts  pn  the  Inroad  and 
generous  bafis  of  the  Empire,  and  thus  defcrvt^  the  warmejd  affec-« 
tion  of  a.fr-ee  people,  and  the  unceajQng  applaufe  of  a  virtuous 
pofterity^  whofe  h^ppinefs  and  interefts  our  gracious  Sovereign  ha4 
i^f  fuch  undevi^tiog,  and  undaunted  means  fecured*  His  Majefty'a 
perfevering  policy  opened  the  eyes  of  all  his  AlUejs,  jKrhile  his  ef-; 
fefiual  power  dill  heafcened  theth  to  frefh  exertions  ;  exertions 
which  at  lad  in  a  dngle  caippaign  repredcd  the  French  froqi  the 
mod  of  their  aggreffions,  and  which  at  the  moment  promife  tp 
completely  redrain  the  perfidions  foe,  that  wars  agakift  thrones  4nd 
altars,  within  at  lead  unoffending  limits.  '    \. 

While  fuch  was  the  advantaged  predicament  of  the  powers  in 
alliance  with  England,  what  was  the  iituation  of  the  Britifii  Enit 
pire  ttfelf  ?  Its  prefent  uncommonly  flourifhing  circumdances,  af* 
ter  the  unprecedented  dangers  and  difficulties  encountered  and  con*' 
qnered  by  his  Majedy's  amazing  political  prudence  and  military 
efficiency,  conditutes  the  bed  proofs  of  its  refources  and  commerce^ 
while  it  publiflies  a  lading  encomium  on  the  Monarches  glorious 
reign.  No  Monarch  met  more  perilous  times,  or  mote  abomina* 
bk  enemies — his  Majedy's  enemies  were  the  eoemtes  of  mankind, 
sgaind  whofe  ferocious  efibrts  he  had  not  merely  to  defend  the 
fhori^s  of  thefe  countries,  but  to  prote6k  the  minds  of  his  favoured 
lrul>jc£ts  from  the  contagion  of  their  principles.  The  conted  with 
fuch  a  perfidious  foe — a  foe  whofe  debafing  friendfliip.  was  worfe 
than  a<^ual  war,  fhould  dill  be  carried  forward,  until  the  epemy'a 
barbarous  wifh  (hall  be  entirely  fi'udrated^  in  proving  to  him  by 
more  reverfes,  that  his  proje£i  of  univerfal  domination  muft  be  r^ 
Unquifhed  in  misfortunes,  and  until  the  foundation  of  his  refources 

•■■■';    ■■  ■  '    .     fhall 
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fliall  be  removed^  by  compkt^y  repelling  him  from  inyadtiig  and 
laundering  neighbouring  nations.  The  prefent  profpe6l  of  aS^ira  wa» 
brighter  than  heretofore^  and  mull  invite  an  enthufiaftic -following 
up  of  the  coalition's  c9mmoi)  caufe.  When  the  revolutionary  mon- 
jfter*j8  ftride  fpread  terror  throughoiit  Europe,  his  Majcfty  was  un- 
difmayed  in  that  gloomy  iealbn  of  univerfaj  itidecifion  and  difmay  s 
^^eets  of  our  Sovereign  qn  the  ocean  foon  fupplied  the  anfaluir 
lUry  paofe  in  allied  operations  ^  the  vi6kory  q^  Lord  Nelfon  oS  the 
}tlile,  reftored  the  affrighted  genius  of  Europe,  and  klibned  the 
world»  that'the  French  Republic  waa  r*ot  invincible.  The  fmmc- 
diate  effects  of  thia  vi^lorious  affair  werr  great  and  glorious.  A  fpi- 
rit  W98  comti^unicated  by  it  from  the  fouth  to  the  north  of  Europe* 
The  allies  were  raHied  in  its  fplcndor,  while  its  blow  broke  the 
maritime  parade  of  France  to  pieces ;  while  its  prote^ion  fecured 
ifae  Ottoman  govemmenty  and  its  inilantaneous  .benefit  extended  to^ 
;  our  invaluable  Eaftern  fi^ttkmentsi     Tlus  was  an  outline  of  the 

Si^ternal  glory  of  the  Bqtiih  Empire,  which  at  home^ave  uncr 
quailed  privlleges'-^tbe  guarantee  of  popular  freedom  and  dpmef- 
ttc  peace,  as  the  foundations,  of  tha^  profperity  which  Bri- 
(tfh  fut^^a  b  much,  poffefs.  In  fuch  circumilaivces,  the  Prince 
imd  people  bad  a  like  intereft,  from  fuch  a  principle  of  national 
ftrength^  tb^  palace  and  cottage  derived  mutual  bleffings.  Thus  the 
Brittfli  Monarch  was  diftinguifhed  as  the  Father  of  his  People, 
xvhich  honourable  diitin^ion  the  preieat  French Ufurper  admitted^ 
ia  his. recent  pcriidio<)s  overtures  toward  pacification,  addi«eifiog 
him  as  the  ruler  of  a.  people,,  free  aiid  happy  under  his  reign* 

Col.  .ClLOSBiE  feconded  the  addrefs. 

Sir  Lavrbkce  Parsons  began  by  defiring  the  Lord  Lieme^ 
iiaot's  Speech  at  the  condufion  of  the  lad  fei&on  to  be  read.  ^ 
This  fpeech.  Cays  he,  recommends  from  his  Maj<;fty  the  m^afure 
of  an  incorporating  Union  with.  Engbnd.  The  Miniiler,  how- 
ever, prevented  us  from  giving  au  anfwer  to  his  Majeily  at  the 
f  ^  tli^^p  by  SI  fudden  prorogation* — >He   wifhes  alfo  to  prevent  us 

from  giving  an  anfwer  now,  having  ftudioqiJy  omitted  any  men- 
tion of  the  fubje^  in  that  fpeech.  The  reafon  is  obvious  to  every 
|Ban  in  this  Houfe.  From  the  time  that  we  reje£^ed  that  meafure 
lafifeifion,  theMinifter  ha&  employed  every  engine  of  the  Go.- 
Ycrnment,  and  endeairoured  by  the  moQi  unwarrantable  pradices 
to  pervert  the  fentim^nts  of  the  Parliament  ^n  that  fubje^i — and 
be  doei^  not  wi(h  that  you  (houki  take  it  into  confideration  until 
bis  machinations  are.  compete.  If  thofe  in  power  thought  an 
Union  would  be  a  beneficial  meafure  for  theCe  kingdoms  they 
would  be  right  in  proppfing  it — but  then  they  (hould  propose  it 
to  the  free,  uninfluenced*  uncontaminated  fentiment  of  Parliar 
ment-^iivftead  of  which  means  have  been,  ufed  which  would  ren- 
der this  meafure  if  carried,  not  an    a6t  pf  the  Parliament,  but 
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an  SL&  of  DerpotiTm.  It  matters  not  whether  ybuy  the  'Reprefeota- 
ttves  of  this  great  nation,  are  tarned  out  x>f  that  door  by  the  fword 
of  fhe  army,  or  the  geld  of  the  Treafary — 3by  a  Crpmwell  or  by  a 
Secret 31  y — in  both  cafes  the  trcafon  againft  the  Conftirution  is  the 
fanie.  One  of  the  grcateft  offences  of  James  the  II.  was  attempting  to 
pack  a  Purh'ament — What  is  the  o£Pence  that  I  arraign  now  ?•— It  is 
that  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown  is  proftituting  the  prerogatire  of  ap- 
pointing to  places  i%order  to  pack  $;  Pariiaartn"»  The  tranfadion  i8 
too  glaring — a  ft  ring  of  men  are  to  go  out  who  were  againft  the 
Union;  in  order  that  a  ftringof  men  may  come  in  who  are  for  it* 
Any  thing  fo  barefaced  has  not  appeared  in  either  kingdoms 
iince  the  days  of  that  abdicated  Monarch.  Are  we  then  to  fit 
fupinely  here  until  his  pra^icea  are  matared  ^— Are  we  to  wait 
"^hile  we  fee  the  ferpent  colle6ling  himfeif  in  his  coils^  only  ta 
fpnng  upon  as  with  greater  violence,  and  not  ftrike  at  him  now  ? 
•—Are  any  meafures  to  be  kept  with  a  Government,  which  is 
proceeding  againft'  your  ConlUtution  by  fnch  foul  means?— 
Does  not  the  time  in  which  the  £ngli(h  Minifters  have  determin- 
ed to  attempt  the  Union  prove  that  they  mean  to  take  an  vn/ayr 
advantage  tf  Ireland? — ^They  fir  ft  attempted  it  during  the  weak- 
nefs  and  diftradiion  of  this  country,  and  in  the  laft  feffion,  and 
though  rejedied  by  this  Houfe,  and  condehmed  univerfaUy  by  the 
nation,  they  are  preparing  to  renew  the  attack  now,  while  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  fs  ftill  depreffed  by  recent  troubles— while  the 
country  is  covered  with  armies  far  greater  than  ever  were  knowi^ 
here  before — ^while  Martial  Law  prevails,  and  a  formidable  inva- 
fion  is  menaced — in  fhort,  while  apprehenfions  from  without  and 
from  within  preclude  all  free  exercife  of  the  public  mind  upon 
this  fatal  projc^,  they  h(^e  to  trample  on  the  Independency  of 
Ireland*  If  £ngli{h  Minifters,  indeed»  meant  fairly  by  this 
country,  would  they  not  wait  till  a  moment  of  peace  to  propofe 
the  Union,  for  upon  no  principle  of  found  or  honeft  policy  does 
it  require  a  hafty  decifion.  Your  Conftitution  which  has  exifted 
forifix  hundred  years,  might  without  much  rifk  be  fuffered  to  en- 
dure a  little  longer.  A  time  of  war  and  difturbance  is  not  the 
moft  favourable  for  making  a  fundamental  change  in  the.Conftitu- 
tions  of  an  old  Empire — a  work  which  of  all  others,  requires 
calm  and  deep  contemplation.  Recoiledl  this  too,  the  prefent 
Prime  Minifter  of  England  went  into  office  the  declared  friend  of 
a  Reform  in  Parliam<nit,  yet  ever  fince  the  commt:T,etment  of  the 
French  Revolution,  whenever  that  fubje^  has  been  mention t:d» 
the  language  of  him  and  all  his  affociatcs  ha^;  been,  that  this  was 
no  feafon  to  make  any  change  in  the  Conftitution ;  yet  thefe 
meq  propofe  now  to  make  a  Union,  which  is  to  annihilate  two- 
thirds  of  this  Parliament,  to  transfer  the  remainder  to  England 
and  incorporate  it  with  the  Parliament  there^  maiking  a  mere 
fundamental  change  in  the  Conftitutioni  of  both  countries  thaa 

ever 


•  ♦ 


PARLIAAME.NT    RY         -    9 

c«cr  was  fi^^ftedy  and  tkls  too  at  the  very  time  wfaen  they 
deolaroy  thst  ii  if  unfit  to  make  any  conflituc tonal  change  what-* 
foever.  Does  not  this  then  prove  that  it  is  not  the  BtneTs  or  the 
liafitneft  of  the  time  that  they  confider,  'bat  their  own  prsfent 
ftreagthf  and  yoar  accidental  wesknefsy  in  order  to  take  advan- 
tage of  you. 

If  amy  one  aiks  ^y  (hould  a  Britifh  cabii»ct  wifh  to  t^ke  a(f-* 
vantage  of  Irelandi  and  put  down  its  Conftitution  I  I  afk  why 
was  Britifh  ifuprtmacy  ever  alTumed  ?  why  was  the  6th  of  George 
I.y  ever  enaded  i  why,  in  three  years  after  it  was  repealed*  was 
its  princifde  attempted  to  be  revived  in  the  Propofitions?  The 
anCweris,  bjeeaufethe  minitters  of  any  nation  upon  earth  w^uld 
wi(h  io  obtain  for  their  own  country  a  domination  over  any  4?ther 
^at  could  b^  prevailed  on  to  fubmit  to  it.  In  fad^,  the  miniilers 
of  England  have  never  ceafed  to  regret  the  ceilion  of  iitdep^ndeiicy 
which  was  made  to  this  country  in  1782  ;  in  three  years  after 
they  attempted  to  recover  it  partially  in  the  Propoiitions,  and  be* 
ing  defeated  there^  they  formed  the  fcheme  of  recovering  it  total** 
iy  in  the  Uotoa.  This  appeared  in  the  extra6t  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  letter  to  LtOtd  Fitzwilliam,  where  he  fays,  that  poft* 
.poningthe  Catholic  meafure  would  be  a  means  of  obtaining  foi^ 
£ngknd  a  greater  benefit  than  any  that  has  occqrred  /incc  th^ 
Revolution,  or  at  Icaft  iince  the  Union*  .  Every  one  favv  that  it 
-was  a  Union  with  this  country  which  was  thed  in  contemplation^ 
and  that  the  £ngliih  government  were  determined  to  profit  by 
|he  divifions  junoog  yourfelves  in  order  to  tScGt  it^  this  was  above 
three  years  before  the  rebellion  ;  though,  they  now  pretend  thajt 
It  is  only  iR  confequence  of  this  rebellion*  and  in  compaflion  to 
Ireland,  as  a  cure  for  all  itsdiforders,  that  this  Union  is  ptopof- 
cd.  In  ihort,  every  thing  concurs  to  prove  that  the  Unton  is 
wholly  a  proje^  to  regain  the  power  which  England  relinquidied 
to  you  in  1782,  whatever  may  be  the  colour  under  which  they 
would  now  difguiCe  their  proceedings. 

But  this  Union  will  not  only  deprive  you  of  that  Conftitution 
vt^ch  you  eftabli(hed  in  17*82,  but  of  a  great  deal  n[)ore;  for 
formerly,  even  in  Ireland's  humblelt  days;  (he  retained  a  Parlia- 
ment of  her  own,  and  though  the  Englifh  Parliament  claimed 
and  exercifed  ax  times  a  power  of  making  la^s  to  bind  this 
country^  yet  its  right  to  do  fo  was  never  admitted  by  the  Irifh 
parliament*  But  the  meafure  projeded  now  would  fweep  every 
veftige  of  a  Parliament  off  the  land»  atrd  a  remnant  of  your  mem* 
bersi  at  ^00  miles  diftance,  in  another  kingdom,  in  an  affembly 
^here  they  would  be  but  a  cypher,  with  nearly  fix  to  one,  to  over- 
rule them  on  every  question,  would  in  future  be  the  only  guardt- 
ani  of  the  rights  and  properties  of  this  great  nation,  the^poor 
tnd  impoteat  (hadows  of  its  former  power ! 
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Is  It  not  as  clea^  as  that  ^^9  is  a  greater  number  than  lOOp 
tliat  after  a  Union  |t  is  the  Engh'fh  Parliament  that  will  rule  you, 
Indead  of  you  ruling  yourfelvcs  ?  And  when  the  EngliHi  Parlia- 
nient  had  the  power  of  ruling  you,  what  was  its  condu£k  which 
fhould  induce  you  to  fubmit  to  that  power  again  ^ — It  made  laws 
for  you  from  time  to  time  from  the  Revolution  to  the  year  1782  ; 
but  fhew  me  one  law  among  the  number  that  was  ^vourabl^  to 
your  rights  or  liberties  ?  What  indeed  were  the  laws  it  made  for 
you  but  pains  and  penalties,  reftriding  your  commerce  and  lock- 
ing up  all  the  fprings  of  your  wealth  ? 

On  the  other  hand  fee  what  your  own  Parliament  has  done  for 
your  country,  and  in  the  memory  of  many  who  hear  me,  though 
it  is  decried  and  difparaged  now — In  the  firft  place,  it  paffed'  the 
06^ennial  law ;  in  doing  fo,  its  members,  who  were  elected  for 
life,  made  the  nobleft  facrlfice  of  any  aflembly  upon  record, 
voluntarily  putting  an  end  to  theii*  power,  and  rendering  back 
the  elcftive  right  to  the  people  ;  again,  iri  1779,  the  Irifli  Par- 
liament recovered  the  Commercial  Liberties  of  this  country,  in 
direA  oppolition  to  the  minifter  of  the  crown  here,  and  thus  ef- 
tablifhed  that  Freedom  of  Trade,  the  benefit  of  which  every  man 
in  the  nation  at  this  day  experiences,  and  which  had  been  fo  long 
withheld  from  it  by  the  ungenerous  policy  of  England.  Is  it  for 
this  that  we  are  to  depofe  our  own  Parliament,  and  render 
the  Englifh  Parliament  in  future  omiiipotent  over  this  country  ? — 
Again,  the  Irifh 'Parliament  rendered  the  judges  independent  of 
the  cro>«rn  as  in  England,  and  thereby  fecured,  as  for  perhaps  as 
human  inftitution  can,  the  pure  adnainiftration  of  jufiice  in  this 
CQuntryy  one  of  the  greateft  bleilings  a  people  can  enjoy*  It  alfo 
pafTed  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l,  and  thus*  obtained  f6r  the  Irifli 
nation  that  writ  which  has  always  been  efteemed  one  of  the  beft 
ihields  of  perfonal  freedom. 

A  ain  \vhen  the  Englifh  Minifter  attempted  to  fubje6l  this  - 
country  to  a  perpetual  mutiny  law,  your  own  Parliament  foon 
repealed  that  law,  and  recovered  that  conftitutional  controul  over 
the  army,  which  is  neceflary  to  the  very  exiftence  of  liberty  ;  it 
alfo  refcued  our  'conftitution,  from  the  many  perverfions  of  the 
.  law  of  Poynings,  which  had  fo  long  obftrufted  its  legiflativc 
fundions  ;  it  ai|||relieved  this  country  from  the  arbitrary  power  of 
.  embargo,  which  the  Englijfh  Miniftersufed  from  time  to  time,  to 
lay  upon  our  profifions,  to  the  fcvere  lofs  of  every  farmer 
through  the  land,  and  to  the  ruin  of  many,  as  is  well  remem- 
bered. I  omit  many  other  inftances,  and  I  a(k,  is  it  for  thcfe 
a^s,  that  our  Parliament  is  to  be  annihilated,  and  our  country 
fubje^ed  to  that  very  powlr,  from  which  fo  many  opprellions 
flowed  ?  What  do  we  fee  through  all  tbofe  proceedings,  but  the 
virtuous  ftruggles  of  oiir  own  Parliament,  to  obtain  fubftantial 
benefits  for  Ireland,  and  the  e&rts  of  Britifh  Parliaments  and 
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Britifli  Mbiftersy  to  withhold  them  ?   And  now,  after  we  have 

•  recovered  our  independency  fo  glorioufly  but  a  ihort  time  ago--^ 

•  fhall  we  ouifelvesy  who  have  a  irefli  recollefiion  of  all  our  former 
fafirering8>.  and  who^  have  been  witneifes  and  actors  at  the  reftora- 
tion  of  our  rightSy  ihall  we»  I  fay,,  lay  them  again  at  the  feet  of 
that  legiflature,  which  fo  long  tran^pled  upon  them,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  root  out  of  our  land,  every  remnant  of  our  ancient  Parlia* 
ment$9  by  whofe  virtues  we  obtained  them. 

I  grant  that  t'here  have  been  imperfedions  in 'our  own  Par- 
liament, and  what  human  inflitution  is  fr^e  from  them  ?  I  grants 
and  I  lament  that  there  has  not  always  been  found,  that  purity 
in  them,  which  was  to  be  wiihed — but  Hill  1  fay,  indead  of  view- 
ing too  faHidioufly  their  blemiihes,  let  us  look  to  all  their  great 
ads,  and  we  (hall  find,  that  if  in  little  matters  they  had  frailties 
and  faults,  yet  in  great,  they  have  continually  displayed  ptoud 
and  lofty  virtues ;  nay,  I  defy  any  man  who  hears  me,  to  name 
fo  many  benefits  conferred  upon  the  kingdom  of  England,  in  the 
fame  (pace  of  time  by  its  Parliament,  as  I  have  jiiil  enumerated^ 
as  having  been  conferred  oh  this  country  by  ours — no,  nor  any 
thing  like  it — yet,  I  merely  fpeak  of  what  has  paiTdd  in  our  Par- 
liament)  within  the  o^emory  of  many  who  hear  me,  and  I  will 
give  the  advocate  for  the  Englifh  Parliament  a  whole  century  for 
his  parallel,  ' 

I  defire,  therefore,  thofe  who  talk  of  the  » fubferviency  of 
Iriih  Parliaments,  to  ftate  fads,  and  fay,  when  did  the  £ngli(h 
Minifter  experience  fuich  oppofition  from  an  Englifh,  as  he  has 
from  the  Irifh  Parliament?  Witnefs  the  Propofitiows — witnefs 
the  Union  lall  fefllon.  Ic  is  that  fpirited  oppofition,  which  pro- 
vokes him  now  to  purfuc  you  to  deltrudion.  The  Engljfh  Par- 
liament has  never  refilled  him — it  has  yielded  to  all  his  pfojedji— 
therefore  he  is  impatient  of  controuly  being  ufed  to  reign  omni- 
potent there  ; — yet  his  emiffaries  here  would  traduce  you,  and  re- 
prefent  you  as  a  mean,  fubfervient  aifembly,  meriting  annihilati- 
on; while  the  Parliament  of  Britain  they  extol  to,  the  fkies. 
Some  alfo  objed,  that  fpeeches,  having,  what  they  call,  a  repub- 
lican tendency,  havjc  been  delivered'  in  this.Houfe  : — If  that  be 
fufficient  reafon  for  annihilating  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  it  is 
a  much  ftionger  reafon  for  annihilating  the  Parliament  of 
England;  for  the  fame  charge,  and  much  oftener,  has  been 
made  agamfl  that  afTcmbly ; — and  therefore  thofe  who  argue, 
thus,  (hoiild  propofCf  not  the  Union,  but  the  abolition  of  the 
Parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  ; — others  complain,  that  fchemes 
of  Parliamentary  {(.eform,  Commutations  of  Tythcs,  &c.  have 
been  propofed  here : — Every  man,  it  is  faid,  has  fome  projed. 
Pray,  have  not  fimilar  fchcm^  been  repeatedly  propofed  in  the 
Engliih  Parliament  ?  Is  not  the  prefent  Prime  Minifter  there,  the 
parent  of  all  the  projeds  for  .Reform  there  and  here  ?  Did  not  he 
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firft  hold  forth  to  the  people  of  England*,  a  piAure  of  the 
inadequacy  of  their  reprefentatioHy  and  call  for  a  re£fcification  of 
-It  i  It  is  no  wonder^  therefore/  that  he  fhould  have  fet  that  fub^ 
je6l  afloat  here,  where  the  repnefentation  is  fo  much  more  unequal 
than  in  England  : — And  as.  to  the  Commutation  of  Tythes,  is  it 
not  one  of  the  projeA&  with  wWch.  he  at  prefent  labours  ? — Are 
fuch  fchemes  then  a  reafbn  for  extinguifhing  the  Parliament  of 
this  country,,  and  perpetuating  that  of  England,  where  the  de- 
linquency, if  any  there  be,  in  making  fiich  propolitions^  is  fttU- 
greater. 

Again,  it  is  faid,  feme  Gentlemen  thought  fo  poorly  of  this 
Parliament  fome  time  ago,  that  they  feceded  from  it.  Mas  not 
exadly  the  fame  happened  in  England  I  In  fhort,  take  one  by: 
one,  all  the  objefkions  which  you  hear  Hated  againftour  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  will  undertake  to  fhew,  that  precifely  the  fame  ob- 
jections, &c.  in  a  greater  degree  obtain  againii  the  Parliament  of 
England.  Blit  unfortunately  for  this  eountry,  there  is  a  difpofition 
in  fome  here,  to  look  too  much  up  to  that  nation,  and  to  look  too 
much  doWiV  on  ourfelves,  and  it  is  obferving  fuch  a  difpofitioa. 
here,  that  tempts  the  Englifh  Minifter  to  perfevere  in  fo  mpnHrpna 
IB  propofal,  which  would  not  be  tolerated  by  any  free  country 
tipon  earth,  namely,  that  the  Britifh  Parliament  (hould  govern^ 
you,  inilead  of  you  governing  yourfelves.  Afk  any  man  In 
England  down  to  the  meaneft  peafant,.  whether  he  would  [mih 
to  have  his  Parliament  there  aboli(hed,  and  the  Irifii  Parliament^ 
with  a  few  members  from  Englatid,  to  make  laws  for  his^  country 
in  future?  would  he  not  think  the  man  mad  who  aiked  him  fucb 
a  quetlion !  And  can  that,  which  every  man  would  deem  the 
extreme  of  folly  or  madnefs  there,  he  found  fenfe  here  ?  Oi'  why 
/hould  not  you  have  the  fame  feeling  about  your  country  ?  Is  not 
your's  as  fair  an  ifldnd,  a  more  fertile  foil,  and  not  Mb  inteUigent 
people  ?^i— You  fee  many  of  the  people  of  that  country  every  day  ;, 
there  are  fome;  of  them  in  this  hodfe — I  fpeak  of  tkem  with  all 
rcfpcA  ;  but  in  what,  I  afk,  are  they  fupcn'or  to  you?:  Why  then, 
give  up  the  Government  of  yourfelves,  which  no  nation  did  ever 
yet  give  up,  that  was  able  to  keep  it,  ^nd  let  them  govern  for 
you  ?  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  affertion  which  we  daily 
hear,  that  yod  'would  be  fo  much  better  governed  by  an  Engliih 
parliament  than  by  your  own  ?  What  is  it,  but  a  degrading  and 
'difgufting  libel  upon  Irifh  underilandingB  and  Irifh  virtues,  an  uni- 
fbunded  acfaniation  of  our  national;  chara6^er,  which  would  depifk 
you  the  reprefentatives  of  a  populous  and  fl$5uri(htng  nation,  as 
men  of  futh  mead  capacity  and  fordid  vice,  that  you  ought  in. 
ihercy  to  your  country  to  depofe  yourfelves,  and  furrendcr  up  the 
dominion  of  your  native  land  to  your  afpiring  neighbours  ?  'Gdd 
has  given  you  a  fruitful  territory.  God  has  given  you  found*, 
bodies  and  minds.     I. do  not. fee  in  what  yoaare  not  equal  to,  odier 
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nations,  except  in  not  thiokiBg  yoiurfelves  fo.     Feet  ][rour£ehtes  as 
you  are,  an4  you  wiUfee  no  more  rcafoiiy  that  the  £jigli{h  nation 
ihovld  legiilate  for  the  Irifli^  than  the  Irilh  for  the  £ngh(h.*"^At 
the  firft  fettkment  of  the  Engltib  here»  our  Conftitution  waa 
eftablifhed  on  terms  of  equality  with  England.^    Ag^ain  in  178a 
the  fettLement  was  tevifed  and  re-eftabli(hed  on  terms  of  perfe<^ 
equality.    Why  fliould  you  fink  from   that  fituatioa  now  ?  in 
what  do  you  feel  yourfelves  diminifhed  or  degraded^  from  that  time 
to  this  ?  At  that  time^  when  at  the  great  Dungannon  meeting, 
Uliier  aflerted  the  rightaof  Ireland,  and  when  the  other  provinces 
ve«echoed  the  trittnqphant  accents  of  UKlery  did  Ireland  feel  incom* 
petent  to  kgiflate  for  hcrfdf  ?  Was  there  any  one  in  the  i(knd 
from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  who  boafted  Iri(h  birth  or  Iriih 
blood,  that  doubted  that    the  King,   Lords,  and  Commons  of 
Ireland,  were  alone  the  proper  perfons  to  make  lawa  for  Ireland  i 
Was  not  this  the  creed  of  that  day  to  which  all  ranks  and  orders 
every  where  bowed  i  Yet  what  do  we  hear  now  ?  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  ts  unfit  to  legiilate  for  Ireland— -<and  that  the 
£nglifh  Parliament  with  s^fmall  infulion  from   your  cK>untry^ 
ought  to  legiflate  for  you  itt  future.     Haw  would  fuch  a  Centiment 
have  been  received  within  thefe  walls  in  the  year  i'j^ii  How  m 
any  part  of  this  iiland  in  thofe  days  ?  Or  wlut  was  the  bHbe 
which  could  have  tempted  the  mod  fordid  of  our  countrymen  to 
/propofe  the  extindion  of  your  Parliament  at  that  period !  I  afk 
then,  has  all  that  dignified  and  lofty  fpirit  which  animated  us  then 
Ibrfaken  us  now,  and  are  we  really  a  poor^  fallen,  degsaded,  and 
fervile  people  I  Have  two  or  three  years  of  untoward  ctrcumftances 
wrought  this  change  ?  Has  the  (hort  paroxyfm  of  a  rebellion  fo 
broken  our  fortitude,  and  fubdued  our  fpirits,  that  we  are  willing 
to  fink  into  fuch  abjedion  ?  Or  have  dur  unfortunate  religious 
fchifms  to  exafpemted  and  divided  us,,  that  in  a  fit  of  wrath  againft 
each  other,  we  ihall  foolifUy  betray  the  rights  of  all  I  Was  this 
the  condu^  of  our  anceHors  who  lived  in  more  arduous  times, 
amidft  more  raging  antmofities, '  and  more  terrible  civil  wars. 
Quite  the  contrary — ^a  patriotic  fpirit  even  in  their  worft  days  ele- 
vated* their  minds  ^  and  though  they  ilruggled  with  each  other 
for  dominion,,  they  united  in  one  thing,  and  that  was,  whoever 
waa  in  power,  to  preferve  the  Parliamentary  Conftitution  of  their 
Country*     Every  IrUhman   felt  interefted  in  the   profperity  of 
Ireland,  in  its  glory  and  in  its  power ;  and  thus,  they  brought 
their  country  through  the  greateil  difficulties,  and  preferved  their 
liberties  ^midft  the  greateft  dangers. 

I  am  aware  it  will  be  faid,  that  though  the  Englifli  Parliament 
formerly  treate4  this  Country  fo  ill,  it  does  not  follow,  that  it  wiU 
do  fo  ioi^uturei  that  the  difpofition  of  that  country  is  changed, 
aadagseat  deal  more  to  this  purpofe.  As  to  this  change  of  dif- 
Hofition  in  England,  I  only  appesd  to  what  every  reprefentative  of 
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the  Englifii  Minifter  here  has  £aiid  fince  the  eommencement  of  the 
prefent  war  on  the  fubje^i  of  the  channel  trade.  They  have  every 
one^  and  the  noble  Lord  among  the  namber,  though  obh'ged  to 
admit  the  right  of  Ireland,  to  have  this  trade  fettled  on  terms  of 
equality,'  dated,  that  the  English  Minifter  was  afraid  by  doing  fo»  • 
jo£  irritating  the  manufadurcrs  of  England  ?  This  is  the  language 
of  the  other  day,  juft  the  fame  as  it  Hras  twenty  years  agp,  whea 
we  got  the  Frc^  Trade,  and  fifteen  years  ago,  when  we  difcufied 
the  FrepofitionsT-and  fuch  will  be  the  language  to  the  end  of 
time,  for  one  commercial  date  will  always  be  jealous  of  the  com*  - 
merce  of  another.  Let  no  man,  therefore,  dupe  you  by  talking 
of  a  change. in  difpofitions,  which  are  founded  on  the  immutable 
nature  of  man  ;  or  perfuade  you  that  your  commerce  will  ever  be 
as  fafe  under  the  controul  of  the  reprefeotatives  of  that  nation 
which  has  always  been  ftrenuous  ,to  reiiri£i  it,  as  of  your  own  Par- 
liament, which  has  always  been  ftrenuous  to  fet  it  free*  and  which 
has  fucceeded  in  doing  fo.-*You  may  be  told  too,  that  after  a 
Union  it  will  be  the  intereHof  l^ngland  to  piomote  the  profpetity 
of  thia  Country.  The  fame  argument  might  be  ufed  for  any 
country  whatfoever,  becoming  a  province  to  any  other.  But  what  / 
does  the  hiftory  of  all  nations  from  the  beginning  of  time  to  the 
prcfent  day  prove  ?  That  however  it  might  be  the  intereft  of  thc^ 
principal  ftate  to  promote  the  profperity  of  its  dependencies,  it 
never  has  done  fo,  but  the  very  reverfe* — WitneiA  the  moft  re* 
novrned  provinces  of  ancient  Rome,  how  they  funk  in  fucceflion 
into  poverty  and  contempt  under  the  fubjedion  of  that  power. 
Yet  it  might  have  been  faid  formerly  among  thofe  Hates,  as  fome 
rafh  men  now  fay  among  us :  Let  Rome  govern  you,  and  you 
will  profper,  for  it  will  be  her  intereft  then  to  promote  your  prof- 
perity. The  fame  might  be  faid  in  Poland  the  other  day,  for 
fuccumbing  under  the  dominion  of  the  partitioning  Potentates, 
The  fame  might  have  been  faid  Iince  in  Holland,  or  Switzerland* 
for  fubmitting  to  the  domination  of  France.  But  is  there  a 
wife  man  upoa  earth  that  would  not  fay,  however  any  other 
country  may  promife  to  promote  your  profperity,  if  you  fubmit 
to  its  fway,  no  country  ever  will  promote  it  U>  well  as  you  will 
yourfelves.  ' 

Some  may  expedl  to  feciire  by  the  aHicles  of  the  Union  itfelf 
fuch  terms  as  will  promote  t|ie  tuture  profperity  of  our  country. 
It  is  eafy  however,  to  ftiew  that  this  is  a  vain  expectation.  la 
the  firft  place,  the  terms  of  the  Union  can  only  eftablilh  general 
pOnciples,  but  in  the  application  of  them  afterwards,  you  arc 
perpetually  liable  to  circumvention.  In  the  next  place,  the  cir- 
cumftancts  of  manufacture  and  commerce,  art  continually  chang- 
ing, fo  that  no  human  forefight  can  difcover  at  pre|j|Qf,  what 
regulations  may  be  ufeful,  or  what  pernicious  fome  timc|  hence ; 
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fhts  woutdbe  true  in  any  ordinary  time,  but  in  this,  white  a  poli- 
tical revolution  in  France  is  in  progreft,  which  muft  probably  be 
followed  by  a  greater  commercial  revolution  than  any  that  ^ver 
ehanged  the'  face  of  Europe,  the  obfervation  has  ten-fold  weight. 
It  is  vain  therefore  to  hope,  that  you  can  fecure  the  profpcrity  of 
your  Qduntry  by  any  ftipulations  you  make  now,  few  of  which 
ten  yean  hence  may  be  applicable.  But  even  admitting  they 
wete,  what  fecurity,  I  a(k,  can  you  have  for  the  obfervance  df 
them  ?  Can  you  have  a  ftronger  fecurity  than  the  original  contraft' 
of  Henry  the  Second — and  the  great  Cbarter  of  King  John— . 
and  the  ratification  of  it  by  Henry  the  Third — all  fccuring  to  this 
nation  an  internal  legiflature  of  its  own  citizens,  confecrated  by 
the  ufage'  of  fix  hundred  years,  and  .confirmed  by  the  a£l8  of  1 782  i 
Can  there  be  any  thing  in  an  Union  fo  facred  or  inviolable  as  this, 
which  yet  the  machinations  of  the  Engllfh  Government  arc  about 
to  take  away  from  you  ?  Or  do  the  people  of  Ireland  thiqk  that, 
if  with  a  Parliament  in  their  own  country,  they  cannot  prefervc 
this  Conftitution,  without  one  they  can  preferve  the  (t^ulati>i> 
ons  of  the  Unton. 

As  to  the  old  arguments  that  this  country  will  be  benefited^ 
if  a  Union  takes  place,  by  extenfion  of  trade,  and  Engliihmen 
with  capital  coming  over  here,  the  delufion  about  them  is 
pretty  well  at  an  end.  Every  man  knows  now,  that  vve  have 
the  fame  liberty  of  trading  every  where  that  En^uind  has, 
and  therefore  that  fhe  has  nothing  to  give  us,  except  the 
channel  trade,  which  is  of  little  confequence,  and  which  we  have 
been  affured  of  as  oui*  right  without  an  Union. .  Nor  arc  many 
BOW  deluded  by  the  expeflation  of  Englifh  capitalifts  fettling  here 
to  carry  on  trade  and  manufadures,  who  have  never  fettled  in 
Wales,  though  it  is  as  well  (ituated  for  trade  as  this  country ;  has. 
as  fine  harbours,  and  has  an  Union  with  England  fince  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI IL  In  truth,  we  have  nothing  to  gain.  See  now 
what  we  have  to  lofe.  It  is  a  moderate  fuppofition  that  our  lofs  by 
abfentees  would  be  nearly  doubled  by  an  Union.  In  the  firftplace^ 
the  peers  there  is  a  neceffary  attradlion  between  the  crown  and  the 
peerage,  which  nothing  but  a  refidcnt  legiflature  here  could  counter- 
vail; they  will  almoft  all  become  abfentees,  and  they  are  the  princrpal 
proprietors.  Then  the  reprefentatives  6f  the  Commons,  men  little 
^ferior  to  the  peers  in  fortune  ;  then  thofe  whom  fafhion  and  a 
' ,  diftafte  for  provincial  government  will  take  away,  then  the  fami* 
lies,  connections  and  followers  of  the  whole.  I  omit  many  mi- 
nor confiderations,  and  I  fay  that  the  lofs  by  abfentees  would  ba 
nearly  doubled  by  the  Union,  Now  20  years  ago  that  lofs  was 
eilimated  at  one  million  and  a  half  yearly  ;  and  from  the  rift  of 
rents  fince  it  mud  have  confiderably  encreafed ;  to  take  it  therefore 
on  the  lowed  fuppofition  we  muft  date  it  at  one  million  a  year. 
Now  what  in  the  name  of  Heaveii  can  an   Union  give  which 

would 
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woald  ^ompenfatc  this  coun^  fisr  fuch  a  loft.  Sup^^e  ibit  in 
1782  an  Union  had  been  adopted  inftcad  of  the  Coiiftittttion  of 
that  period,  it  if  eighteeii  years  fi nee  then y  which  at  a  million  a 
year  would  amount  to  ei^-hteen  miHionSy  and  which  as  it  is  to  be 
confidered  as  fo  much  taken  out  of  its^ncreafing  ftate  here  during 
that  time  muil  be  eftimated  at  above  thirty  millionsy  or  in  other 
words*  Ireland  would  be  a[t  this  day  thirty  milHoiis  poorer  if  an 
U«ion  had  been  adopted  in  1 782  inftead  of  the  Conftitution  of 
that  period.  lafkthen  what  plagve,  wh^t  famine^  what  war* 
could  do  you  a  mifchief  equal  to  this  ?  Or  could  the  moft  plu^ 
dering  invader  if  he  were  to  conquer  your  country  lay  upon  It  a 
contribution  equivalent  to  this  ?  I  caO  upon  evsery  Gentkman 
who  has  an  eftate-— I  call  upon  every  farmer  who  holds  ten  acrea 
of  land — I  call  upon  every  manufadurcr  who  has  a  toom*  and  what 
I  afk  could  a  Union  do  for  youy^  which  would  compenlate  fuch  a 
lofft  ?  But  the  lofs  iscertain,  whereas  the  benefits  held  i3iHt  to  youf- 
are  at  bed  problematical 

.  I  may  ,be  told  that  I  am  taking  a  narrow  view  of  the  fabje£l9 
and  confidering  itonly^as  far  as  it  relate^s  to  my  own  country^  and 
why  not  ?  that  is  the  firil  confideration  for  us.  But  confidering  it  , 
as  an  imperial  fubje^ty  let  us  fee  IE  the  poUcy  of  it  is  not  ftiU 
worfe ;  and  here  I  meet  diredly  the  argument  inolt  ftrongly  urged 
in  favour  of  an  Union,  that  it  will  pre£erve  the  coonekion  between 
the  two  countries*  It  is  not  unreabnable  to  fuppofe  that  there 
have  been  wife  oiea  in  the  government  of  both  countries  before 
the  preCent  time,  yet  what  has  been  their  policy  uniforndy  for  the 
fecurity  of  this  kingdom  and  its  conoeiiiop  with  England  ?  To 
keep  the  proprietors  of  eftates  at  home  here  refident  in  the  country^ 
Hence  the  grants  of  lands  from  time  to  time  after  rebellions,  en-» 
join  refidency  in  the  patents  ;  hence  the  repeated  a£^s  againil  ab«* 
fenteesy  enjoining refidrncy  under  fevere  penalties;  hence  too  the 
uniform  policy  of  600  years  of  a  reiident  parliament  within  the 
country,  thofe  ftatefmen  well  knowing  that  a  refident  parliament 
was  neceffary  in  order  to  have  refident  proprietorsi  and  in  this  way. 
has  the  connexion  of  thefe  two  ifiands  been  preferved  from  the  days 
of  Henry  II,  until  the  prefent  time.  I  cannot  thenefore  help- 
paufing  here>  aud  admiring  the  prefumption  of  thof^e  men,  who  ^n 
a  ha  fly  mood  defire  us  now  to  reverfe  the  fyilem  of  our  anceftors^ 
and  of  all  the  wife  ftatefmen  qi  both  countries  for  fi;x.fucceffive 
centuries,  and  at  one  breath,  overthrow  that  parliamentary  con- 
(titution  which  they  deemed  the  beii  for  preferving  the  peace  and 
ipatntaiuing  the  connexion  between  thefe  two  kingdoms,  ^!|[en 
not  overweening  in  their  own  minds  might  well  tiemble  for  the 
coniequences  of  fuch  au- experiment,  if  it  were  even  fecondcd  by  the 
genera)  defire  of  the  nation,  but  if  on  the  contrary,  they  endea- 
pur  by  the  moft  unwarrantable  means  to  impofe  it  on  a  people  not 
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-^ajUmg  Smthut  deprecating  it,  Lknow  not   bow  to  denomtttate . 

'  their  ib&toation.     i 

A  bt  of  Englifli  and  Scotch  journeymen  politicians  get  toge- 
ther in  a  corner  of  London,  and  project  fchemes  for  the  fettle- 
jDcnt  of  this  great  nation  wtiich  they  know  little  or  nothrjig 
about ;  and  they  proceed  not  merely  to  tamper  with  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Ireland,  but  refolve  to  pull  it  down  altogether,  and  wiih 

-ic  cverv  thing  wife  in  the  policy  of  our  anceftors,  and  of  all  the 
great  natefmen  here  for6oo  years. 

.  I  know  that  puny  men  may  undermine  a  great  fabrtck,  and  ' 
oterthrow  the  work  of  giants— ^but  they  never  will  be  able  to 
rebuild  any  thing  Uke  that  which  they  deflroy.  The  refident  le- 
giflatiire  of  this  country  was  conftru^d  on  the  wtfeft  principles, 
not  merely  |fqr  the  benefit  oi  this  country,  but  for  the  ftMbility  of 
the  empire.  The  old  ftatefmen  knew  that  the  reprcfentative 
fyftem  has  its  limit4->-4hat  there  is  an  extent  at  which  it  is  akoge-^ 
ther  impradipable — and  there  is  alfo  an  extent  at'which  it  is  mif- 
chievohs  and  weak.  They  knew  that  the  bed  liold  which  Englaiid 
had  in  this  country,  was  by  the  refident  proprietors,  all  interefted 
in  preferving  the  connexion  ;  and  therefore  inftead  of  propofing  an 
UnioQ  to  take  them  out  of  the  country,  their  policy  wa8>  by  a  . 
refident  legiihtur*  and  by  penal  ftatutes,  to  keep  them  in  it.-^ 
They  knew  alfo,  that  the  ftrcngth  of  a  government^  like  ours, 
principally  depended  on  the  confidence  of  the  nation  in  the  Par- 
liament, and  tWt  the  people  would  naturally  confide  more  in  a 
Parliament  of  their  own  country,  than  in  that  of  anOther--*and  in 
one  refident  in  the  country,  than  in  one  feparaled  by  the  fea 
atiboror  five  hundred  miles  diftaocc.  They  knew  too  that  the  refi- 

'  dent  Parliament,  would  heft  underfhmd  the  interefts  and  tempers 
of  the  people,  and  would  be  moit  prompt  as  well  as  moll  potent 
in  applying  remedies  to  any  difbrders  that  might  ariie,—- >while  by 
the  law  of  Poyning's  making  the  great  feal  of  England  a  necef&- 
ry  inftrumeot  iaourlegidatton,  theyfecured  the  integrity  of  the 
Empire— -^his  was  a  wiie  fyftem,  founded  upon  deep,  broad  and 
liberal  maxims  of  policy— proved  fo  by  the  experience  of  centu- 
ries, abd  infinitely  more  powerful  for  preferving  peace  and  connec- 
tion than  any  which  the  Httk  junto  of  fub-politicians  and  trading 
ftatefinen  of  the  prefent  day  arecapabie  of  proje^ing. 

When  England  deftroys  the  Ritliament  of  this  country,  Ac  lets 
go  her  faftett  gr^  of  it-^ncver  will  (he  set  iuch  an  engine  io 
lecure  for  hcrCelf,  and  fo  heorficial  for  us  for  the  government  of 
it  in  future.  This  is  too  great  a  country  to  be  rvML  by  an  ex* 
temaTParliamdot— Coo  powerful  in  fituation— too  powerful  in  vfio^ 
pie— too  powerfulin  fentiment  to  be  fo  governed,  and  too  iong^ 
ufed  to  a  Parliament  of  its  own/ 

^  C  Tho 
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The  oftcntatlous  policy  of  Lewis  XIV.  drew  the  principd  no- 
bility c»f  France'^from  the  country   to  the  capital,  and  there  they 
.continued  to  reiide  during  the  two  fucceeding  reigns;  and  what 
.was  the  confcquence  ?  They  loll  their  inBuence  over  the  people  in 
the  provinces^  fo  that  when   the  n»oh  of  Pafis  the  mofl  vile  and 
.proiligate  of  that  clty^    with  the  poiflards  and  proflitutes,  were 
pulling  the  King  from  off  his  throne  and  trampling  on  the  eoro- 
.ntts  of  the  nobles — thofc  very  nobles  ftk  that  from  their  long  ef- 
traiigement  from  tlicir  lands,  it  would  be  in  x^in  for  them  to  go 
down  into  their  rcfpedtive  provinces  to  raife  the  people  who  did 
(Botknow  them,  and  whoof  courfe  would  have  no  regard  for  them; 
.and  thus  the  prince  and  nobility  of  that  anttent  kingdom  funk  be- 
,neath  the  Parifian  Cannaile  almod  without  a  llrugglc.  The  operati- 
on of  thf  Union  here  will  be  prccifcly  the  fame,  it  will  tranflatc  the 
*  great  la!nd  proprietors  of  this  kingdom  from  their  refpcdtivc  coua- 
.ties  where  their  power  lies,  and  plant  them  in  the  capkal  of  ano- 
ther country  where  they  will  be  impotent-^— here  dtfperfed  At  cer- 
tain intervals  through  the  nation,  they  are,  as  it  were,  the  bind- 
ing (Wiiedof  fociety,    that  by  their  ilrength  and  weight  keep  all 
the  jj^Wts  compadt  aud  £rm  upon  which  the  government  reftfr-<— 
take  them  away,  aodon  the  firii  ilorm  the  fabrick  tumbles  into  rutn. 
.Take  away  the  Parliament  and  with  it  the  p#incipal  proprietors, 
,and  you  only  leave   the  mutilated  trunk  of  Eoglifli  power  here 
without  head  or  ftnews,  a  diforganized  body,  which  no  external 
will  can  make  a£^  or  move,  and  thus  that  officious  junto  of  minor 
ftatefmtn,   who,    iu  plotting  this    Union,  think   ihey   are    giv- 
.ing  new  energy  to  the   domination  h^re   of  their 'country,  arc 
rCfilly  doing  that  which  will  ultimately  paralyse   all  its  powers  m 
this  land.  '  ' 

But  the  ultimate  danger  of  this  meafure  tor  EngHfii  Power  is 
even  iliU  greater  than  1  have  ftated-^-for  you  not  only  take  out  of 
-the  country  a  confideraible  body  of  the  principal  men  who  are 
bed  affededto  the.  Engliili Government,  but  you  offend  and  irri- 
tate a  great  portion  of  thofe  who  remain. '  Let  meddling  politi- 
elana  therefore  beware  of  what  they  are  doing^-ahy  government 
may  proceed  in  times  of  facility  and  peace,  but.  when  a  day  of 
difficulty  and  danger  arrives,  their  new  vamped  up  legiflature,  at  a 
.  diffance,  in  another  kingdom,  may  be  found  but  a  poor  engine 
for  governing  this*^it  may  refolvc  and  it  may  cnadit,  and  its  denun- 
ciations may  become;  like  the  play- honfe  thunder  of  the.  Vatican  in 
mc^dern  times,  the  deriflon  of  thofe  they  intended  to  appalL 

In  vain  ftiall  England  .wi(h  at  fncli  a  time,  for  the  old  Parliament 
.  here  again,  which  has  been  fo  long  the  prcferver  of  the  connexion 
and  the  itay  of  this  great  pillar  of  the  empire.     But  it  does  not 
depend  upon  England  on  this  day,  but  upon  you  to  fave  the  em- 
pire from  fuch  a  cataHrbphe.     Valuable  as  this  country  ia  to  Eng- 
land 
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Itndy  it  is  ftill  more  valuable  to  you — do  not  therefore  fuffcr  the 
niih  projeds  of  J^ngUih  and  Scotch  empirics  to  deilroy  your 
Conilitucion  ;•— >a  Conftitiition  which  has  been  the  prote£kion  of 
you  and  your  forefathers  for  fo  many  ages— do  not  iuffer  them  to 
make  eKpertOMnts  upon  your  country,  this  is  no  time  for  fuch 
capricious  changes— do  not  fuffer  yourfclves  to  be  tranfported  to 
another  kingdom,  but  perfevere  tn  that  fy^ftens,  which  keeps  you  at 
home  to  watch  over  your  properties  as  your  anceilors  did,  in  more 
formidable  timesy  by  which  wife  policy  they  preferred  the  lands  thajt 
you  poiFefs  at  the  prefent  day-— it  is  by  your  Parliament  refting 
here  at  home,  it  is  by  you  yourfelves  ftanding  here  upon  your  ef- 
tates,  that  you  will  belt  pr^ferve  theixi  and  thii  connexion  too  ^Wth* 
Snglandy  fo  neceffary  to  protei^  '  them.  Remove  your  Parlia- 
ment and  you  quit  your  pofts,  and  abandon  the  country. — You 
want  to  prefcrvc  the  peace  of  Irclaad,— where  is  tlie  pl;^ce  to  do 
ib  but  in  Ireland  ?  You  want  to  preferve  the  connexion  of  this  CQun* 
try  with  England,  where  is  thf  place  to  do  fo  but  ha  this  country  ? 
Suppofe  any  man  of  plain  underRandlng  met  ^x)nr  Peers  and 
.  your  one  hundred  members  on  the  road  to  London,  and  afl<ed 
Uicm,  what  are  you  going  there  for?  Ygu  anfwcr  »*  to  preferve 
tiie  peace  of  Ireland." — Would  lie  not  fay  **  Good  people  go  back 
Do  your  «wn  country,  it.  is  there  you.  can  beft . preferve  its  peace^ 
England  wants  you  not ;  but  Ireland  does.'' 

Sir  L*attrence  then  moved  the  following  amendment ; 

**  T'o  ajfutp  his  Majefly^  that  this  his  Majejlfj  htng(1om  of  Ireland^ 
is  tnfeparabJy  united  <u>ith  Great  Britain^  and  that  the  JenttmeHts^ 
m^ifhesy  and  real  Interefls  of  all  hisfuljeSSf  are  that  it  Jhould  continue 
fo  united  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  free  Conflilutiony  in  thefupfort  of  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  his  Majefly^s  Crown^  and  in  the  advancement  of 
the  v/elfare  of  the  whole  empire  ;  ivhlch  hlefflngs  sve  owe  to  thefpirit-^ 
ed exertions,  of  an  Independent  rejident  Parliament^  the  paferncil  kind' 
fiefs  of  his  Mdjefly  and  the  liberality  of  the  Brit't/h  Parliament  in 
178^,  and  which  we  feel  onrf elves  at  all  times  ^  and  particularly  at 
the  prefint  moment  jound  in  dkfy  Jo  maintain^ 

Mr,  SA'VA«B.*«-^f  rife  to  fecond  the  amendment  of  the  Hon. 
Baronet,  and  to  declare  that  the  decided  fentiments'of  the  great 
and  populous  county  of  Down  which  I  have  the  honour  to  reprcfent,- 
is  againft  the  banefnl  fneafure  of  a  Union.  This  I  declare  to  the 
fece  of  the  Noble  Lord  on  the  Treafury  Bench,  as  the  opinion  of 
his  conftituents,  tnifting  that  it  may  have  the  influence  on  h\% 
meafures  which  it  is  entitled  to* 

Lord  Castlereagh  faid  he  did  not  rife  to  follow  the  Hon^ 
Bart,  through  all  the  arguments  which  he  had  urged  againil  the 
meafure  of  a  Legtflative  Union,  becaufe  he  .did  not  think  this  the 

proper 
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proper  period  for  that  difcuffion^  moft  of  them  had  been  advanced 
and  refuted  on  a  former  occafion  ;  but  If  bis  arguitifriitt  thii  night 
were  entitled  to  any  weight  at  aU»  they  went  the  length  of  proving 
this  abfurd  proportion,  that  at  all  ttmef,  and  under  every  poffibk 
circumftancey  a  Legiflative  Union  with  Qreat  IJritain  miift  be 
in  every  point  of  view  highly  difadyantageptis  tp  Irehmd.  Th^ 
Hon.  Bart,  had  exprelfed  his  furprifey-  that  ^fter  a  i^cflage  had 
been  delivered  to  Parliament  laft  year,  oommunicating  the  refolii* 
tions  of  the  Britifh  Parliament^  a  fadden  prorogation  took  placet 
and  the  Parliamei^t  of  Ireland  had  not  an  opportunity  of  returning 
an  anfwer  to  that  communication  ;  ^he  reafon  vvas  obvious^  viz* 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Brif  iih  Parliament  f^ere  not  laid  before 
the  Jrifti  Parliament  with  a  view  to  their  being  either  immediately 
adopted  or  rejected,  but  that  they  might  be  in  fulipoiTeffioo  or 
the  whole  of  the  fubjed  whenever  his  Majeffiy  (hould  think  proper 
to  call'their  attentioa  to  it.  The  Hon.  Bare,  alfo  wifhed  to  know  . 
why  the  fubjed  of  the  Union  was  not  alluded  to  in  his  Etcellf  n- 
cy  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  fpeech ;  the  reafofi  was»  beeaufe  it 
Was  intended  ta  make  it  a  fubje6i  of  diftinct  communication  to 
Parliament.  Laft  year,  when  this  fubjed  was  under  coniideratiooy 
for  want  of  its  being  thoroughly  underftood,  the  Parliament  did 
not  think,  proper  to  entertain  the  queftion.  Th<!  fubje6^  was  then 
withdrawn,  and  it  was  (^ated  that  it  would  not  again  be  propofec) 
lyithout  full  and  fair  notice^  and  until  there  was  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  Parliament  and  the  country  had  changed  their  opinions 
ujpbn  the  fubje6l.  He  had  withdrawn  the  queilion  laft  year  under 
a  perfuaCon  that  the  meafure  was  no(  completely  un^erftood,  but 
thinking  as  he  did  upon  his  fubje£k,  convinced  of  the  many  com* 
snercial  and  political  advantages  it  would  prodpce  to  Ireland,  and 
of  its  tendency  to  encreafe  the  general  i^rength  and  profperity  of 
the  empire,  and  being  fully  fatisfied  that  it  was  now  approved  or 
by  a  great  majority  of  the  people,  he  (hould  think  that  he  had 
betrayed  his  duty  to  his  Sovereign  and  to  his  country,  if  he  did  not 
again  fubnii't  the  queftion  to  the  cool  and  difpaffionate  coniideration 
of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  '  The  reafoii,  therefore,  that  the 
fubje£it  was  not  introduced  in  the  Speech  was,  beqaufe  a  diftiuA 
communication  was  to  be  made  to  Parliament  upon  the  fnbjed, 
nnd  he  ihould,  before  the  Houfe  adjourned,  move  for  a  call  of  the 
Houfe  on  Monday  fortnight,  in  order  that  there  might  be  the 
^ulleft  poffible  attendance  upon  fo  very  important  a  iubjed*  Th^ 
objcd  of  the  Honl  Baronet's  amendmeut'  was  not  to  reje&  the 
iqueftion  after  mature  inveftigation,  but  to  extinguifli  it  by  antici- 
bation,  not  only  without  wiihing  for,  but  abfolutely  rejedling  every 
fpecies  of  information.  It  \^zs  calculated  to  draw  Parhamcnt  into 
a  decided  ^enfure  upon  a  meafure  which  it  had  not  an  opportunity 
bf  fully  inveftigating,  and  when  fo  great  a  number  of  itS' members 
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wcfe  ifidifpettftbly^feiit*  He  begged  to  fubmit  to  the  confider^  "^ 
atipn  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  was  confident  with  propriety  or 
with  their  own  digtifty  to  proceed  to  the  dtfcuifion  of  aqueftion  of 
fuch  infinite  magnitode  while  fo  many  gentlemen  of  great  weight 
and  chsra£fcer  were  neceflarily  abfent  ?  He  begged  the  Houfe  to 
confider  the  nature  of  the  attempt  now  made,  and  the  peculiar 
circumftancce  under  which  it  was  bi^ought  forward*-— He  defired  to 
aik  whether  it  coaldbc  coniidered  as  refpcdlful  t«  his  Majefty,  after 
he  had  ftated  that  it  was  in  his  contemplation  at  fome^future  period 
to  bring  this  qaeftioa  under  thefr  conlideration,  to  dedaie  not  only 
ihat  they  would  not  agree  to  ity  but  that  they  would  not  condefcend 
to  difdulsJt.  fijut  whatcfer  opinion  gentlemen  entertained  upon 
the  advantages  or  difadvantages  Which  mi^t  refult  to  Ireland  from 
a  Legidative  Union  with  England,  yet  they  felt,  or  affcdifcd  to 
feel  higMy  fenfible  of  the  benefits  refulting  from  an  intimate  con- 
nexion between  the  two  cotlntnea.  If^  however,  the  Houfe  fiionld 
agree  to  this  amendmenty  the^  would  deftroy  the  only  means  by 
which  the  Parliaments  of  the  two  countries  could  communieate' 
with  each  ^^ther^  vis«  by  the  common  Sovereign  of  both  countries 
communicating  to  ont  Parliament  the  proceedings  of  the  other. 

Jt  Was  aa  little  eonfiftcht  with  the  duty  they  owed  the  people  of 
Irekndy  as  that  which  they  owed  their  Sovereign,  to  refufe  all 
ootifideration  of  a  fUbjcA  which  involved  the  fntcrefts  and  fafety 
of.  both' countries,  and  to  de<iide  upon  a  queftion,  the  prinoiplea 
of  which  they  had  not  inveftigated,  and  confequently  could  not 
uuderftandd  Would  it  be  proper  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to 
decide  upon  v^  queftion,  withont  confidering  how  it  would  ajed: 
the  agriculture,  thecommelre,  and  all  the  various  intereftsof  Ire« 
land  ?  Surely  not ;  nothing  but  the  moft  cool  and  difpafiioilate  ex-* 
4tiunation  oonld  enable  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  make  up  their 
minds  fairly  upon  this  important  ftibje6t«  He  believed  he  fhould 
^ot  be  coiitradi£ted  when  he  faid,  that  upon  this  point  the  public 
in  generi|l  Were  not  fully  informed,  and  he  fhould  think  himfelf 
^n  enemy  to  his  country,  if  he  did  not  by  every  means  in  his.  pow- 
er promote  difoqffion^  Nineteen  of  the  moft  confiderable  counties 
in  Ireland*  constituting  above  j-yths  of  the  kingdom,  had  come 
forward,  and  not  oi^v  exprefTed  their  wifh  that  a  difcuffion  ihou)d 
take  place,  but  had  in  the  moft  explicit  manner  declared  then;kfelvef 
in  favour  of  a  Legiflative  Union  between  the*  two  <:ocintrie8.  If^ 
wiihed  to  ailf  whether  it  would  be  decent  to  prefs  foiSvard  this  dif- 
cttffion,  when  there  were  fo  m^ny  gentleban "  abfent  who  had  ae* 
<;epted  places  udder  Government  ?  Did  gentlemen  th.'  Sc  i^ 
conftitQtional,  or  right  to  proceed  to  the.  determination  of 
fo  very  important  a  -ftibjed,  when  fo  large  a  proportion  of 
their,  body  was  abfent  ?-^If  the  Hon»  Bart,  had  poftpon- 
ed  his  oppofitipn  to  th^  m^afure  until  %  was -brought  regu- 
larly 
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larly  before  Parliament  for  its  con(iderttiQn,'he[Lord  Caftlereagh} 
would  have  entered  into  a  full  Invefltlgation  on  the  fubjed^*  and 
would  have  dated  his  reafons  for  thinking   it  a  meafure  highly 
calculated  to  promote  the  happinefs  and  encreafe  :  the  ftrength  of 
both  countries^  and  would  without  hefitat ion  have  fubmitted  the 
deciiion  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament.     There  were  two  forts  of 
opponents  to  the  me^ifure  of  a  Legiflative  Union.     He  was  very . 
ready  to  admit  that  fome  ef  them  had  proved  Chemfoves  upon  va- 
rious occsGons  to  be  friends  of  Ireland  and  the  Conftitution^  but 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  they  were  indifcreet  friends   to- 
their  country,  they  were  endeavouring  to  play  too  deep  a  game-— 
they  wanted  the  Conftitution  .of  England— but  they,  wanted  it- 
without  taking  the  t>nly  ftep  which  would  render  the  connexion  * 
between  the  two  coantnes  foHd  and  permanent. 

He  (hould  always  look  to  thofe  gentlemen  with  refpefky  but  he 
could  not  confider  them  as  wife  friends  to  their  country  as  long  aa 
they  connedled  themfielves  with  perfons  of  a  very  different  defcrip-. 
tion  ;  they  certainly  could  not.  hope  for  the  confidence  of  the^ 
loyal  part  of  their  fellow  fubjedls.  He  would  not  take  upon  htm- 
felf  to  decide  whether  gentlemen  meant  to  a^  fairly ,  but  he  would » 
fay,  that  their  condttd^  had  no  tendency  to  prove  that  fuch  was 
their  objc^.  There  were  many  gentlemen  who  had  fecedcd,  who' 
had  ^bfented  themfelves  from  Parliament  when  meafures  upon* 
which  the  prefervation  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution  depended  were, 
under  coniaderation.  They  wiflied  to  have  this  country  left  in  a^ 
ibate  expofed  to  continual  political  contefts,  and  kept  aa  it  were  ift 
^  (ufpencey  opes  to  all  the  changes  that  might  bepropofed,  Thcyx 
had  two  or  three  Conilitutions  propofed  to  them — the  laft  on6 
was  quite  upon  French  principles,  but  it  met  with  no  fupport 
from  any  friend  of  the  country.  They  fay,  do  not  incorporate 
with  Great  Britain,  not  becanfe  it  wiU  not  be  beneficial  to  you, 
but  hecaufe  if  ypu  do  you  will  put  an  end  to  all  my  projedls,  and 
I  {hall  not  be  able  when  I  choofe  to  come  down  and  dii^urb  the 
peace  of  the  country  by  proposing  the  adoption  of  ^  French  Con- 
ititution.  He  was  juilified  in  not  confidenng  fome  gentlemen  as 
real  friends  of  the  Conftitution,  b^^caufe  they  did  not  come  down 
and  fupport  in  that  Houfe  the  Kngliih  Cooftitution  againft  the 
French,  when  it  was  a  queftion  in  that  Houfe.  - 

He  had  fluted,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  briog  forward  the 
fneafarc  fi.>r  the  full  confideration  of  Parliament,  and  he  [Lord 
Cadlereagh]  relied  upon  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  that  if  they 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  adopt  the  meafure,  they  would  at  leaft 
give  it  a  full  and  fair  confideration,  and  entertain  it  with  refpeft. 
He  was  fatjsfied  that  there  was  no  ma^n  who  wifhed  to  a6k  fairly 
who  would  not  lillen  coolly  and  difpailionately.  on  the  queftion^ 
He  fnould  haye  the  honoxir  of  making  the  communication  from 
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the  CrowD,  ifind  then  would  be  the  time  for  difcuifing  thefubjedl 
fully,  he  (houldthcn  have  the  honour  of  going  rather  at  length 
rinto  the  details  upon  the  queflioo.  Eirery  pofiible  information 
would  be  given,  becaufe  h  was  wifhed  that  the  moft  fair  and  ample 
-difcuflion  (hould  take  place.  Could  it  for  a  mognent  be  confidered 
that  fuch  a  meaCure  as  that  which  the  prefent  amendment  propofed 
icould  be  adopted  with  any  regard  to  the  dignity  of  Patliament,  or 
.would  huMajefty  defift  from  the  meafure  becaufe  the  Parliament 
.of  Ireland  thus  ctrcmftanced  had  refufed  to  conilder  it  ?  At  the 
t)pening  of  the  lafl  feflion  they  made  an  attempt,  in  which  they  partly 
fucceeded,  to  prevent  the  difcuflion  of  the  queiUon — they  fiiccecded 
ibecaufe  many  gentlemen  voted  againft  the  meafure  and  had  not  fully 
.conGdcred  it.  A  Learned  and  Hon.  Gentleman  made  an  attempt  to 
■draw  the.  Houfe  into  a  fokmn  pledge  never  to  entertain  the^  qiieftion 
of  a  Union;  but  the  country  gentlemen  (zvf  the  objedi  of  that  moti- 
on, and  they  relllled  it ;  they  would  not  bind  thetnfelves  up  from  the 
future  difcuffion  of  the  queflion  for  ever,  and  the  confequence  was 
that  they  madeth^  Hon.  Gentleman  withdraw  his  motion.  In  a 
very  fliort  time,  however,  after  the  gentlemen  had  in  the  mod 
decided  manner  oppofed  all  difcuffion  of  the  QueiUon  whatever, 
they  felt  that  they  had  not  managed  matters  well,  they  then  ex- 
prcfled  a  wifli  to  difcufs.^the  fubjed,  when  the  Crown  under  the 
then  circumflances  of  the  cafe  had  withdrawn  it.-^But  after  gen* 
tlemeo  had  cxpreifed  a  wiHi  to  argue  it  laft  felHon  was  it  confident 
ihdi  theyfhouid  at  prefent  refute  all  conii^eration  of  thcTubje'di 
•whatever  ?  Was  it  confident  that  when  the  public  vuice  had  not 
been  fpoken  upon  this  fubje£t,  gehtlemen  were  willing  to  argue 
the  queflion,  but  now  when  fo  large  a  part  of  the  kingdom  had 
expreffed  their  approbation  of  the  meafure,  they  did  not  thitik  it 
even  fit  for  difcuflion  ?  Such  condu£i  could  not  be  recanciled  to 
any  fyflcm  of  political  integrity,  though  perhaps  It  might  rail  under 
the  denomination  of  political  management.  Whenever  this  fubjcA 
came  to  be  fairly  and  difpaflidnately  confidered,  he  would  venture  to 
predi£i  that  that  party  who  had  looked  fo  great  laU  feflions,  would 
ma  very  fhort  time  imk  as  low  as  they  were  before  this  meafure 
was  propofed.  Thl|  certainly  was  as  awful  st  ciifis  as  this  country 
had  evei^  feen— .its  wel&re,  its  connexion  with  Great  Britain  was 
at  ftake — and  furcly,  whatever  the  dccifion  of. the  Irifh  Parliii- 
ment  might  ultimately  be  upon  this  fubje£l,  that  opinion  ought 
to  be  the  refult  of  the  mod  ferious  and  mature  deliberation  ;  and 
if  they  did  conHder  it  in  that  mnnner,  he  would  venture  to  fay 
that  their  decrflon  would  be  iu  favour  of  a  Legiflative  Union  with 
Great  Britain.  He  would  pot  trouble  the  Houfe  further  at  pre^* 
fent,  except  to  give  his  decided  negative  to  the  amendment  propos- 
ed by  the  Hon.  Bart.  ,         ' 
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Right  Hon.  Mr.  LAtouchs  begged  pernifBoh  to  call  tbc  stb' 
tcntion  of  the  Hbufe  for  a  moment.  After  the  dangers  and  perils 
the  loyal  people  of  Ireland  hadpafled  through^  it  was  natural /he 
fa  id)  to  look  eagerly  for  any  meafure  which  pronufed  (ecurity 
Our  Coiiftitution,  our  Liberties,  our  Laws,  had  nearly  been  fur* 
rendered  into  the  hands  of  French  invaders;  had  it  not  been  fior 
the  pover  of  the  Almighty^  the  bravery  of  the  irifh  loyalafta» 
and  the  valour  of  the  fleets  and  art&Iei  of  Great  Britain,  that 
Houfe  and  all  that  was  dear  to  Ireland  taight  aov  lie  a^  the  feet 
of  a  French  ufiurper.  Where  then '  was  our  fecurity  ?  In  the 
proved  drength  of  Great  Britain  ;  who,  for  4»er  conduS  and  ex- 
ertions in  the  prefent  war,  muft  ftand  high  in  the  annals  of  the 
world  :  It  was  not  a  war  for  o^nqueft,  for  power,  for  dominioDy 
but  for  the  prote^ion  of  the  territory,  the  Conllitution,  the  reli^ 
gion,  the  liberties  and  the  facial  order  of  the  Empire.  Since  he 
had  fat  in  Parliament,  (now  an  iininternipted feries  of  £arty  years) 
he  had  never  omitted  an  opportunity  of  uicUlcatiog  that  which 
viras  neared  to  his  heart — ^the  neceffity  of  cultivating  a  olc^e  undcr^- 
ilandingaod  connexion  with  Britain ;  and  he  ihoi^ld  coniider  him-^ 
felf  as  deferting  this  priociple,  were  he  to  oppofe  or  to  neglefk 
the  prefent  opportunity  of  more  dofely  cementing  that  good  un- 
derftanding.— -The  danger  of  feparation  had  beea  with  difficulty 
avoided  }  the  beft  ptevcntative  for  its  recurrence  was,  he  wascoa*- 
vioced,  a  Legiflative  Utiion.  By  this  aeafure  only  he  was  per- 
fuadedy  t&e  habits  of  good  order  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  whick 
{o  eminently  diftingnifbed  Great  Britain,  could  be  introduced  into 
this  country  ;  and  by  this  meafure  only  could  be  fet  at  reft  the 
claims  and  pretences  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which  had  fo  long 
di{b:a£ked  thia  country  and  produced  all  our  misfortunea. 

Lotd  CotB  faid  he  was  one  of  thofe  country  gentlemen  who 
had  voted  againd  pledging  the  Houfe  againft  the  difcuffion  t)f  au 
Union ;  he  had  done  fo,  becaufe  he*^  did  not  wifh  to  preclude  hini« 
felf  from  an  opportunity  of  obeying  his  conft^tuents,  ii  they  (hotild 
approve  the  meafure  ;  they  had  agreed  with  him  in  reprobating  ^ 
it,  and  the  artifices  ufed  to  procure  fupport  for  it  had  confirmed 
him,  in  his  oppofition,  he  would  oppofe  it  while  he  had  life,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  difclaimed  being  of  the  defcription  alluded  to  by 
the  Noble  Lord,  as- there  was  pot  a  man  in  that  Hovife  more 
ready  to  (bed  his  blood  in  Cipport  of  the  King  and  Conftitution. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Bk«.jsford  adverted  to  (bme  words  which' fell  fxosi 
a  noble  Lord  (Caftlereagh)  refpeding  the  manner  in  which  a 
learned  gentleman  Jn  the  laft  Sefiions  ftfove'to  pledge  the  Houfe 
i^gainft  for  ever  entertaining  the  queftion  about  incorporating  the 
Legiflatures.  Mr.  Beresford  admired,  that  he  oppofed  fuch  a 
refohuion,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  uncalled  for  at  the  moment* 
from  the  afTurance  given  by  his  Lordfhip,  that  the  meafure'  (hould 
never  be  demanded,  unlefs  it  might  be  found  to  accord  with  the 

announced 


s 


D    E    S    A    t    E    a  23 

fMtoiMict4  wiAeft  of  that  Houfe,  and  the  full  approbation  of  th^ 
t>eof4e  Without  doors.  After  fueh  a  declaration  from  bis  Lord* 
ihip,  who  fpoke  the  fentiments  of  Government  in  bis  place,  he 
ihould  be  foriy  to  agree  to  a  premature  and  udhccefTary  entry  on 
'  the  Journals^  that  no  circumftancis  in  which  this  countrjr  could 
be  placedy  might  juftifj  and  call  for  a  Lcgiflative  Union., 

He  did  then  fay  that  h^  would  never  agree  to  fuch  a  projected 
meafure,  exeept  from  the  moft  imperious  motives  of  danger  and 
difficulty — ^fiich  a  revolution  wtthiri»  and  invafion  fronii  withoutt 
In  fuch  a  terapeftuous  time  he  faid  before,  and  then  would  fay^ 
that  a  confolidation  of  the  Parliaments  might,  be  right  and  ne- 
ccifary,  when  it  would  be  unfafe  and  impoflible  to  feek  appror 
priate  legiflative  correAives  in  an  agitated  land  :  but  even  in  fuch 
a  time,  he  would  merely  agree  to  a  temporary  relinqui(hment  of 
our  parliamentary  power,  and  at  the  mom^t  of  yielding  up  that 
invaluable  imperial  pledge,  he  would  make  a  fpccific  provifion  for 
its  reftitution,  when  the  return  of  peace  and  conciliation  would 
enable  us  to  refume  it  with  fafety  and  effed. 

Right  Hon.  Mr.  Oolb.-^I  did  not  imagine  that  after  the 
fcnfc  of  the  Houfe  had  been  fo  clearly  afcertained  on  this  fubjed^ 
the  Irifh  Minifter  would  have  been  bold  enough  to  introduce,  or 
the  £rtti(h  Minifter  wicked,  enough^o  perfevere  in  the  meafure  of 
Union.  My  oppofition  to  it  does  not  flow  from  party  or  fa£iion: 
I  think  it  a  meafure  fraught  with  every  ill  to  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain — a  meafure  whofe  tendency  will  be  to  render  the  Britiih 
Minifter  triumphant  over  the  conftitutions  of  both  countries  :— a 
This  was  my  opinion  laft  Seifion,  and  I  abominated  the  meafure 
then,  fo  do  I  tenJFold  now,  when  I  know  that  means  have  beea 
employed  to  force  the  queftion,  neither  conftitutional  nor  liberal. 
If  the  amendment  fhould  not  pafs,  I  will  beg  the  Noble  Lord  to 
bring  the  queftion  forward,  that  he  may  experience  an  oppofition 
he  does  not  exped— «n  oppofition  to  a  meafure  which  would  ^ 
give  up  our  Conftitution.  1  would  take  no  unfair  advantage  ; 
unfair  and  unconftitutional  as  the  meafure  is.  As  to  thofe  per- 
foQs  who  oppofe  the  meafure  upon  whom  the  Noble  Lord  has 
ohferved  with  fo  much  feverity,  I  do  not  approve  the  condud  of 
many  of  them  no  more  than  he  does — they  ad  with  me  and  I 
co-operate  with  them  in  repelling  this  meafure ;  and  though  I 
fhall  never  conned  myfclf  with  fuch  perfons,  yet  on  this  ground 
I  will  co-operate  with  any  man,  laudable  *  or  not  with 
every  man,  with  virtues  or  without  them— whether  he  ads  con«» 
fcieutioufly  or  fadtouily,  I  will  avail  myfelf  of  the  fupport  of 
every  man  who  defends  that  Conftitution,  in  tke  formation  of 
which  '  bore  no  vulgar  part. 

Right  Hon.  D.  Browne  faid  he  was  a  firm  friend  to  the  mea^ 
fure  of  an  incorporating  Union — but  even  were  he  not  fo,  he 
would  vote  again  ft  the  amendment  now  propcrfed  :  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  Parliament  and  people  of  Ireland  b^l  at  leaft  re* 
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commended  the  meafure  ae  worthy  of  confiderationy  fo  that  evev 
though  a  man  (houlcl  be  determined  tooppofe  an  Union,  he  might 
very  reafonably  pay  fo  much*  refpe6^  to  thofe  who  thought  well 
-of  the  meafure,  as  to  fuffer  it  to  be  confidered ;  it  vns  by  di& 
4{Uflion  and  deliberation^  that  gveat  public  quefkions  fhould  be  ad^ 
vanced,  not  drowned  by  alarm  or  undermined  by  fneaking  an#' 
cowardly  falfhoods,  by  refuting  flanders^  mean  and  groia  as  the 
filth  and  obfcurity  from  which  they  fprung  j  yet  the  latter  were 
ihe  weapons-  with  which,  the  opponents  of  this  meafure  aflailed 
every  man  who  dared  to  give  his  opinion  honefUy  and  openly  in^ 
its  favour, 

Mr.  Martin  faid  there  never  was  an  amendinent  offered  to 
that'Houfe  which  more  flrongly  refle£ted  upon  the  party  from 
whence  it  came  than  the  prefent ;  it  was  faying  to  themfelves 
^  we  are  a  difcordant,  difagreeing  band,  liable  to  perpetual  de-^ 
fertion ;  we  mull  therefore  pledge  ourfelves  by  fuch  a  bond  afr 
ihall  fecure  us  from  abandoning  each  other. "^-This^condufi  put 
him  in  mind  of  an  adage  well  known^  to  phyficians,  *^  be  a* 
early  in  the  field  as  the  difeafe,.  but  rot  before  it/'  The  Hon^. 
Baronet  had  outran  the  adag^,  and  was  like  a  phyfician  who* 
dreading  that  his  patient  would  in  fix-  months.  faU  into,  a  low  fe* 
ver,  wouM  fill  him  with  port  and-  madeira  and  brandy,  (o  as  to- 
kill  him  for  pure  preventative.— Mr.  Martin  then  entered  into  a^ 
detail  of  extra6ts  from  the  journals^  &c-  to  prove  that  the  con^ 
ilitutipa  of  1782  had  been  conceded  by  the  fpontancous  libeia- 
)ity  oPGreat  Britain,  and  not  achieved  by  the  exertions  of  Iriflr 
parliament — he  (hewed  that  the  fame  Houfe  of  Commona  which 
on  the  i6tK  of  April,  1782,  received,  his  Maf^fiy's  meffage  of 
the  acknowledgement  of  their  independence  by  the  Britiih  par* 
liament,  had  on  the  2  lit  of  February  preceding,  nearly  oega* 
lived  a  refolution  that  **  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ire- 
land only  could  legiflate  for  this  country;.^  and  thi^t  t^his  propo- 
^fition  was  only  laved  from  the  difgrace  of  being  negatived  by 
being  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Huffcy  Burgh-  He  then  proceeded  ta 
ihew  that  until  the  Britiih  parliament  had  removed  the  claim  of 
legillating  for  Ireland,  that  claim  was- admitted  by  the  Irifii  par-^ 
liament ;  and  from  thefe  documents  he  inferted  that  the  confti* 
tution  of  1782^  was  not  the  acquifition  of  the  Itifh  parliament. 

Mr.  Baowel^l,  j,un.  oppofed  the  amendment.  By  the 
meafure  of ,  an-  incorporating  Unions  he  obferved»  we  were 
given  to  underfiand  that  all  our  national  difcords  would  be  re- 
moved, and  the  country  quieted  by  means  of  happy  and  fubfian^^ 
tial  conciliating,  principles.  He  fhould  not  argue  the  abilra^k 
quellion,  as  none  of  the  derails  of  the  proje&ed  meafure  were 
^ubliflied,  but  wait  until  the  whok  of  the  propofitions  would  be 
lubmitted  by  the  Minifter,  who,  a&  the  matter  at  prefent  re^ 
mained,  was  he  fhould  think  beil:  judge  of  their  merits.  To  fuch 
a  political  confolidation  however  a  great  part  of  the  Parliament,. 
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land  tonfiderable  ihajority  df  fhe  ?people  exprefTed  themfdvct 
friendly;  on  it  they  refted  an  immediate  adjuftment  of lO^r 
^iftradtons,  and  the  confident  profpeA  of  our  future  happmefs. 

On  this  ground  the  fubje^,  as  recommended  from  the  Throne, 
and  called  tor  by*conftituents»  fhould^beduly  and  difpaOlonately 
canvafled  in  *that  Hodfe.  To  *Tcftire  fuch  an  inquiry  would  be 
^nconftitutional  -and  wanton,  for  the  beft  mode  of  expofing  its 
^^efe^s  and  demerits  would  be  in  their  fair  and  full  expofure  if 
^hey  deferred  it,  by  means  of  parliamentary  deliberation. 

Right  Honourable  J.  Fitztgerald.       It    is  ^no   longer   a 
^ueftion     whether  this    important  dtfcuffion  fball    be  deferred 
'Until  the   country    (hall   4)e  reftored    to  that   propriety    from 
<vhich  (he  has  been   frightened    and   the  operation  of  Martial 
•ijaw  fhall.be  <fufpended.     The  Noble -Lord  is  determined    that 
the  Compadiy    if  entered  into,  ihatl  not  go   down  to  poilerity 
mhh  'the  'fan6iion  of  cool  and  calm  deliberation,-  and  free  and 
unbiafTed  judgment,  which  filone  can  give-it  permanence,  (lability 
•or  refpe^.  ,  He  has  announced  "the  day  on  which  he  will  make 
^  formal  propofsd  to  you  for  your  own  annihilation.     The  amend- 
•inent  propofed  by  the  Hon.  Bart,  tends  to  poftpone  thedifcufiion 
of  the  great  quefVion  of  Union,  and  to  declare  that  it  is  now 
tieceffayy  to  maintain  the  fetflement  of  178a,  leavin|f  the  im- 
'pottant^queftion  trndifpofed  of,  until  a  proper  feafon  (hall  arrive, 
<and  rev^olution  fhall  have  been  checked  in  her  career.      I  call 
«i3pon  the  friepds  of  Union  to  concur  in  the  motion  if  they  wifli 
«that,  that  Union,  if  effeded,  fhould  be  pern^anent  and  refpefted^ 
4ind  I  call  upon  thofe  who  are  adverfe  to  that  meafure,  to  concur 
.-in  it  alfd,    to  afFert  the  native  dignity  and  charader  of  their 
'  country,  and  to  watd  off  the  deadly  blow  which  is  meditated 
againd  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.     If  you  rejeA  it,  you  wfll 
with  that  reje6lion*feal  its  doom  and  consign  the  future  talents^ 
genius  and  virtues  of  the   Irifh   nation,  to  wafte  in  the  defart 
air, — to  die  unknown-— Have  you  children-^?     Will  you  put  out 
the  light  of  Ireland  ?     1  know 'not  where  you  lyill  find  that  pro* 
^tnetheon  heat  tvhich  can  that  light  reluminey  Jhauld ym  repent*     But 
-feeing  fuch  members  about  me,  who  have  rifen  up04  the  buoyant 
'fpirit  of  Parliament,  to  honor  and  confideration,  I  <^annot  per- 
fnade  myfelf  to  think  that  they  ^\  felfifhly  affent  to  fuch  an 
ezdufion  of  the  Pofttrity  of  «the  Nation,  and  fuch  an  entailment 
of  incapacity  tipon  their  country.    O  you  who  are  blcffcd  with» 
•or  hope  to  be  blefled  with  children,  attend  to  me,  while  I  call 
upon  the  mofl  informed  advocate  of  theprojefted  mcafure,  to 
Tpoint  out  an  inftance  of  a  Scot,    fince  the  Union  with  Great 
Britain,  rifing  to  imperial  confideration,  who  Had  not  previoufly 
abdicated  Scotland  and  domefticated  himfelf  ^ith  England — and 
ii  be  can,  I  will  fhew  him  Irifh  Genius,  *J[I  mean  Mr.  Burke,) 
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Urithoiit  a  furrendcr  of  iti  country,  foaring  into  the  diftin^loii  of 
the  world,  the  Irrefiilible  champion  of  civilized  focicty,  and  who« 
as  if  he  forefaw  what  might  be  attempted  againft  hi$  native  conn* 
try,  did  with  his  dying  voice — a  voice  of  authority  throughout 
Europe,  deny  your  moral  competence  to  ido  that  which  is  now  te 
be  preffed  upiJn  you,  and  which,  if  cfTeded  under  the  prefent 
circumilances  of  the  country,  torn,  diflra6tedand  bleeding  from  a 
recent  rebcUioi),  cannot,  though  it  fhould  be  acquiefced  in  by  the 
prefent  generation,  the  judgment  of  the  pofterity  of  Ireland, 
that  refpeA  and  authority,  which  fo  important  a  compa^  ought 
to  have,  which  as  well  as  prefent  accommodation,  a  provident 
minifter  fhould  have  in  view.  Would  to  Qpd  that  gentleman 
would  confider  what  they  are  and  what  they  were,  what  Irelan4 
is,  and  what  fhe  was,  and  tb^n  let  them  if  they  can  appreciate 
%hc  valuf  of  a  Parliament  to  a  country  and  a  people — before  they 
proceed  far  in  the  calculation,  they  will  exclaim  with  me,  'Siei 
foriuna  Domus  tff  (ivi  Numereniua  Averutn^ 

I  wifh  to  avoid  as  much  as  poilible  every  irritating  topick. 
But  %\it  fhort  fighted  and  illiberal  condud  of  the  Parliament  of 
preat  Britain  during  her  external  Icgillation  for  Ireland,  cannot 
^e  denied,  and  ^o  debilitated  was  Ireland  under  that  legiflaturc, 
that  in  the  year  1777,  flic  was  unable  to  difcharge  the  ordinary 
fun&ions  of  her  Government,  until  put  in  motion  by  a  loan  of 
/"f 0,000  from  Great  Britain.  In  the  year  1779,  ^^^  ^^^^ 
Lord  Lieutepant,  did,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  ftate  that 
accommodation  to  Parliament,  in  proof  of  the  aifedionate  con^ 
cern  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  wellare  of  Ireland,  at  a  time  th«t 
(he  berfelf  was  threatened  with  invaiion ;  the  Parliament  of  Iref- 
land  acknowledged  it  as  fuch,  but  declared  with  one  voice,  that  it 
was  hot,  by  temporary  expedients,  but  by  a  free  trade  only,  that 
^he  nation  could  be  faved,  liberal  exteniions  of  trade  followed 
that  Parliament,  you  will  be  called  upon  to  annihilate.  But  a 
free  trade  without  a  free  conlUtution  could  not  long  exiil,  and  in 
1782,  Great  Britain,  in  her  magnanimity  and  juftice,  relinquish-' 
ed  for  ever  that  power  which  (he  had  fp  long,  and  for  both 
countries,  fo  unfortunately  exercifed.  From  that  period  has  Ire- 
land advanced  with  an  unexampled  degree  of  profperity,  no 
longer  a  pecuhiary  incumbrance  on  Great  Britain,  but  able  to 
raife  millions  annually  for  her  own,  and  the  eventual  defence  of 
Great  Britain,  chcarfully  and  heartily  contributing  naoney  and 
men  to  the  common  paufe.  Why  heartily  ?  becaufe  impofed 
by  her  own  rtprefentatives,  and  the  fine  for  a  free  conflitution. 

The  Noble  Lord  has  called'^ upon  us  for  an  alternatiye,—* ;rc 
want  no^  alternative,  we  call  for  a  facred  adherence  to  tl*e  con* 
flitution  of  1782,  under  which  we  have  grown  from  mifery  and 
wretchednefs  to  confideration  and  power,  and  from  jealoufies  and 
difcontents,  to  an  affection  for  Great  Britain,  I  truft,  not  to  be 
ihaken.    We  are  no  longer  an   incumbrance  on  Great  Biitain, 
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w^  are  her  attached,  her  fpitftcd,  and  powerful  brethren,  ready 
to  ft»iKl  and  fall  with  htr.  Upon  that  conftitutTon,  or  that 
affe6lion,  I  do  not  wifh  to  nrake  any  eKperinacnts.  But  an  argu- 
ment againft  the  continuance  of  a  PaHiament  is  drawn,  whence 
from  the  condu6^  of  the  Parliament  of  1782.  I  fpeak  in  the 
hearing  of  wifdom,^  which  bore  a  great  part  in  the  tranfaAions 
of  that  period,  and  have  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that  it  was  owing 
under  God  to  the  prudence  and  moderation  of  that  Parliam^ent 
and  ha  affe6)ion,  for  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  chat  a  fatal  convulfion  did  not-  i%  that  time  enfue.  The 
Parliament  of  Ireland  is  the  btft  mediator  between  the  Irlfli 
nation  and  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  They  did  not  by 
a  rafh  adoption  of  the  popular  opinion,  commit  the  countries. 
Their  prudence  intcrpofed,  delay  gave  time  for  confideration, 
and  produced  that  Conftitmion  which  will,  I  truft,  laft  for  ever. 
.  Preferve  your  Parliament  as  the  hoftage  of  that  Conftitution, 
If  the  fpirit  of  1782  ihould  again  arifc,  and  Ireland  fhould  have 
no  Parliament  to  control  her  impatience^  I  (hould  tremUlc  for  the 
confequence. 

%  1  am  forry  that  I  muft  acknowledge  that  Ireland  has  not  ef- 
ca^^ed  the  influence  of  tfaofe  diabolical  principles  which  have  fo 
long  diftra^led  and  difgraced  fo  confiderable  a  portion  of  Europe. 
But  was  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Ireland  infefled  ?  no ; 
while  the  di^rder  was  to  be  met  by  the  civil  power,  traitors 
were  apprehended,  and  your  jurors  did  their  duty.  I  can  fpeal^ 
from  tny  own  knowledge  upon  thofe  trials,  either  the  firft  or 
fecond  fituated,  fell  to  the  offices  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold. 
Men  were  at  the  fame  time  apprehended  and  tried  in  the  metro- 
polis of  Great  Britain,  and  were  acquitted. — Yes,  (fays  one  of 
the  minifters  of  Great  Britain,)  acquitted  felons.  The  (Jiforder 
advanced  to  a  rebellion  in  Ireland.  But  1  am  confident  to  fay 
that  that  Rebellion  was  put  down  by  the  fpirit  of  Ireland,  its 
Militia,  its  Yeomanry,  its  refidcnt  ^Gentry,  the  vigour  of  the 
then  Government,  and  the  vigilance  of  this  Parliament  of  Ire* 
land,  tiiis  Parliament,  which  is  called  upon  to  annihilate  itfelf, 
and  ftrange  though  it  may  be,  by  annihilation,  perpetuate  its 
own  difgrace.  Read  the  anfwers  of  Lord  Camden  to  the  ad- 
drefies  of  this  Houfe,  ,hc  does  juftice  to  the  Parliament,  and 
there  is  not  a  man  in  the  nation  who  does  not  do  him  all  that 
juftice,  to  which  a  good  head  and  a  good  heart  fo  eminently  en- 
title him. 

A  new  chief  governor  fucceeded,  and  his.  firft  propofition  to 
that  •  very  gentry  and  parb'ament  was  to  annihilate  and  become 
felons  of  themfelves  ;  to  commit  that  fpecies  of  murder  which 
in  petfonal  cafes  the  benignity  of  the  law,  concurring  with  hu- 
man  nature,  almod  uniformly  afcribes  to  infanity.  To  prevent 
•a  future  rebellion,  what  is  his  policy  ?  To  mortify  and  degrade 
|hac  gentry,  and  annihilate  |hat  parliament  which  fuppreffed  the 
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h&»    But  will  an  union  prevent  the  growth  of  trei^oii  In  Ire- 
,  land  ?    Did  it  in  Scotland  ?    Read  the  hiftory  of  two  rebeUion&» 
In  which  many  of  the  principal  familtes  of  Scotland  were  con- 
cerned.    Were  the  mobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland  concerned  in 
the  late  reb^lion  2    Has  treafon  made  no  progrefs  in  England 
(ince  the  rebellion  of  1 74$  ?    Read  the  report  of  the  committee 
,of  fecrecy  of  the  lad  feffion  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain.— 
Will  an  union  prevent  an  invafion  from  France  ?     I  hope  it  will 
not  accelerate  it.     Does  any  man  believe  that  the  parliament  of 
,   Ireland  will  ever  abet  that  feparation  which  is  held  out  to  alarnti  ? 
If  ever  that  fatal  day  (hall  ariive,  when  you  in  aU  the  agony  of 
grief  (hall  put  the  queftion  on  the  duration  of  the  parliament  .of 
Ireland}  believe  me  that  it  will  be  a  day  of  triumph  and  com* 
memoration  to  difafFe6iion,  treafon,  and  rebellioa.     They  will 
enjoy  all  the  gratification  of  victory  and  revenge.'     The  parlia- 
fhent  of  Ireland  will  be  laid  low^  and  by  its  own  hand ;  but 
naufeous  and  bitter  as  the  draft  which  is  to  be  prefented  m\ift  be^ 
I  would  fwallow  it  with  pleafure,  if  I  could  perfuade  myfelf  to 
think  it  was  neceffary  to  preferve  the  connexion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland^  and  to  unite  them  more  clofely  in  profpertty^ 
^nd  in  danger;  but,  imperioufly  impreifed  with  a  convi^on  th&t 
it  is  not*  and  that  the  very  reverie  may  in  the  prefent  rage  for 
innovation  be  the  confequence,  I  feel  layfeM  bound  to  reje6k.  it« 
however  injurious  to  my  immediate  perfonal  int^reft  fo  to  do.— 
To  me,  the  imputation  of  fadion  does  not  belong  ;  I  feel  my- 
felf  above  it.     I  never  did*  and  never  will  belong  to  any  party. 
— I  was  above  twenty  years  the  zealous  fervant  of  the  King :  I 
ihall  ever  be  his  loyal  fubjed.     A  great  queftion,  and  of  an  ir- 
revocable nature  arofe  ;  on  that  I  differed  in  opinion  £rom  thofe 
with  whom  I  had  fo  long  aded*     To  the  fincerity  of  that  opi- 
'    nloikf  I  facrificed  the  firii  and  moft  lucrative  office  in  my  pro- 
feffion*  and  political  connexions  which  1  refped. ,    If  there  are 
fadious  men,    if  there  arc  corrupt  men,  let  the  galled  jades 
wince ;  my  withers  are  unwrung.     The  Parliament  of  Ireland 
»8  the  facred  palladium  of  her  connexion  with  Great  Britain ; 
Ihould  it  be  ftolen,  may  Gob,  in  his  aifedion  to  both  countries, 
keep  out  the  common  enemy,  and  continue  them  together  1    No 
man  loves  England  more  than  I  do,  or  more  enthufiaftically  ad-- 
mires  the  Englifh  charader  ;  but  no  trait  of  that  charader  do  I 
admire  fo  muph,  as  that  manly  feeling  which  would  refufe  to 
ought  but  Omnipotence  a  preponderating  influence  in  the  Go- . 
▼ernment  of  its  country.     {  have  the  moil;  firm  belief,  that  if 
by  any  fortune  the  continent  of  Europe  was  annexed  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  Britifh  nation  would  rejed  an 
union  that  did  not  give  them  an  irre&ftible  preponderance  in  the 
government  of  the  whole.     Catch  the  virtue  from  them,  if  you 
have  it  not ;  adopt  the  amendment ;  believe  me,  you  will  rife  in 
Britifh  eflimation  ;  they  will  judge  of  you  by  themfelves>  as  men. 
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wbo  kno^tlie  value  of  a  free  conftitution>  and  as  fuch  wiU  bt 
proud, of  you  as  brotners;  but^  if  you  da  not,  they  will  look 
upon  you  with  diftnift  at  leaft,  and  will  not  repofe  confidence  ia 
men  who  have  not  been  true  to  themfelves ;  nor  will  you  be  to 
them  what  you  now  are,  vigorous,  attached,  and  manly  bre- 
thren ;  but  moody,  melancholy,  emafculated  malcontents,  in^ 
wardly  repining  for  the  lofs  of  thofe  privileged  and  diftindion* 
which  they  are  permitted  to  enjoy,  and  that  parliament  which 
you  have  given  upv 

'the  geniu6|  the  ambition,  and  the  afpinng  thoughts  of  mao» 
are  not  to  be  controlled  ;  and  litde  reafon  have  we,  drefied  in  a 
little  brief  and  queftioned  authority,  to'expedk  that  the  encrea£» 
Ing  population  of  four  ipillions  of  people  will  refpedk  this  com*- 
pa£i,  if  entered  into,  as  lacrcd*  It  will  be  handed  down  to 
them,  with  the  hiftory  of  the  prefent  day,  and  the  means  taken 
to  efFe6l  this  mighty  change «  There  will  be  a  Lockbart,  They 
will  be  cold  that  the  country  was  called  upon  to  this  compact,  ' 
when  martial  law  was  in  full  force.  They  will  hear  of  tfae  years 
1779  and  1782.  They  will  enquire  how  they  loft  the  great  ac- 
quifition  of  thofe  days — a  free,  refiding,  fuperintending  legifla- 
ture.  They  will  enquire  by  what  menus  they  loll  the  power  of 
granting  fupplies,  the  true  fource  of  national  independence,  and  the 
great  conditutional  control  of  the  executive  power^  whether  refi- 
dent  or  non-refident ;  and  much  I  fear,  that,  dazzled  by  the  fplen- 
dour  without  tbe  loyalty  and  moderation  of  1782,  iimilar  claims 
may  be  made,  and  Great  Britain  may  not  be  found  in  a  fimilar 
difpofition  to  concede.  M^  foul  aches  to  think  with  what  eaje 
confu/ion  in  that  gap  may  enter  y  an  J  by  the  one  country  take  the  other  • 
Under  thofe  impreifions,  I  differed  from  thole  with  whom  I  had 
fo  long  aded.  I  ftill  differ  from  them,  with  refpe6fc  and  without 
refentment,  and  fhall  vote  with  the  Hon.  Bart,  x 

Mr.  O'HARA.-rSlr}  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  the  debate  on  the  amendment,  made  an  obfervation  on  the 
moneyed  fituation  of  Ireland,  which  ftruck  me  fo  forcibly,  that 
I  beg  leave  to  ftate  it  to  you.  If  it  be  corred,  and  I  do  not 
fee  how  it  can  be  otherwife,  it  mull  intered  every  man  according 
to  his  flake  in  the  country. 

What  he  ftated  is  this  :  The  balance  of  trade,  according  to 
the  beil  calculation,  has  for  fome  years  pad  been  about  two 
millions  in  favour  of  Ireland.  From  whence  dcdudl  rents  remit* 
ted  to  abfentees,  at  leail  one  million,  and  about  ^^400,000  for 
publick  annuities,  and  the  intereft  of  loans,  in  all  j([  1,400,000 
and  there  remains  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  a  balance  in  our 
favor,  which  becomes  an  annual  encreafe  of  the  Capital  of  this 
country,  and  from  hence  it  is  that  your  rents  encreafe,  and  that 
every  man,  from  the  highed  to  the  lowed  order,  feels  his  parti- 
cipation in  the  growing  profperity  of  his  country;  and  this,  you 
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may  rely  upon  it,  wH!  cncreafe  ^fe  long  as  yott  prcfcrrc  y<Jnr  con- 
ftitution  in  its  prefent  forin.     But  (houM  this  icgiflative  Unioa 
take  plade^  it  is  to  be  feared  this  balance  will  be  (adly  reyei;{cd. 
The  encreafe  oF  remittances  to  abfentces  will  be  enormous.     If 
at  prefent  they  amount  to  a  million,  you  can  not  add  lefs  thsln 
five  hundred  thoufand  more  :  others  have  eftimated  thcfe  remit- 
tances much  higher ;  but  this  i»  enough  :tb  reduce  tbt  balance  xxi 
favour  of  Ireland  to  ^^  100,000.     But  we  rouft  not  ftop  here. 
The  balance  of  your  revenues  will  likewife  be  remitted.     With 
this  view  ^xxBt  oeconomy  will  be  introduced  into  all  the  branches 
of  the  Revenue^     Such  unneceflary  employmenrs  as  are  not  a  lure 
to  gentlemen,   will  be  ftruck  off.     tEveu  our  fplendid  Court, 
w^ich  contributes  not  a  little  -to  rccondlc  our  great  families  to 
their  own  countryi'may  perhaps  btf  changed  into  a  military  levee. 
Taxes  on  the  other  hand  will  be  encreafed.     For  (whatever  mar 
fee  agreed  upon  as  the  proportion  for  Ireland  to  contribute)  we 
know  that  new  ta^s  may  extend  to  Ireland  as  eafily  as  they  have 
done  to  Scotland  ;  and  whatever  furpluS  of  revenue  may  remain^ 
will  be  remitted  to  the  trcafiiry  at  Wcftminfter.     I  cannot  eftimate 
theie  remittances  at  Icfs  than  jf  500,000.     Mr.  Pitt  has  caft  his 
eyes  about  on  every  fide  for  revenue.     From  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany he  has  obtained  an  income,  I  believe,  of  ^^500,000.     He 
has  got  a  large  fum  from  the  Bank  of  England  for  renewing  its 
Charter.     Even  fo  long  ago  as  the  Commercial  Propofitions,  he 
required  ;^50o,ooo  a  year  from  Ireland ;  and  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pol'ed   that   he  will  no«v   be  content  with  lefs  than  ;^5 00,000, 
and  here  commences  a  balance  of  ^^400, 060  againft  this  coun* 
try. 

But  I  now  come  to  another  more  melancholy  fource  of  re- 
mittances. Ft  was  laft  year,  and  perhaps  ftill  is,  part  of  the 
propofed  fyflem,  to  reduce  the  duties  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain.  Now  though  the  duties  on  the  part  of  Britain 
are  unneceflarily  high,  thofe  impofed  in  Ireland  are  barely  fuffi- 
cient  to  protect  our  home  market,  which  by  every  man  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  is  confidered  as  the  firfl  and  moft  eiTential  encourage- 
ment of  our  manufadlures,  and  as  furnifhing  fubfiftence  to  a 
prodigious  number  of  our  fellow  fubjeAs.  Sould  thefe  protefk- 
ing  duties  be  reduced  ;  inflead  of  being  fupplied  in  certain  con- 
fiderable  articles  by  our  own  manufacturers  ;  thofe  articles  will 
be  imported  from  Great  Britain,  and  here  will  be  another  fource 
of  remittance  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  a 
year.  Thus  Upon  the  whole,  inftead  of  a  balance  of  £600,000 
a  year  in  favor  of  Ireland,  we  (hall  have  a  balance  of  eight  or 
nine  hundred  thoufand  a  year  againft  us  to  be  annually  remitted  ; 
and  let  me  afk  how  long  it  would  be  before  Ireland  is  eoChaufled 
of  ^ery.  guinea.  Stocks  ,muft  fall,  the  rents  and  value  of  land 
muit  fall,  the  price  of  labour  mud  fall,  the  improvement  of  the 
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^coBOtry  muft  deafe*  in  (hoi  t»  to  conclude  as  1  began  ;  every  man 
from  the  bigheft  to  the  lowefl  will  partake  qf  the  geoeral  calamity 
according  to  bis  (take  in  the  country. 

Balance  at  prefent  in  favor  of  Ireland^       -         -  600,000 

■Confequences  f  Encreme  of  remittances  to  abfentees,  500,000 

OF  A  K    Surplus  of  Revenue  remitted,     -     -     500,000 

:   Union.    X  Xofe  of  our  home  market,     .    -     -     500000 

Totalconfc;queAoesof  aUnupii,        .        -         «        '1,500,000 
^I>edu6k,  -  -  ...       "600,000 

Jnfiead  of  our  prefent  balance  in  our  favour,  there  )         qo    <-» 
will  then  be  againfl  us,         -         •         -  j       '  9  °* 

Mr.  G.  PoNsoNBY. — Sir,  it  is  no  fmatl  fatisfaAIon  t*  me, 
that  not  having  been  at  liberty,  on  a  former  occafion,  to  anfwer 
jwhat  had  fallen  from  the.Minifter.— -It  is  nofmall  fatisfadlion  to 
me,  that  not  having  had  an  Qppertunity  to  acknowledge  the  hand- 
fome  and  ftattering  notice  with  which  the  young  Lord  was  pleafed 
to  flatter  me  at  theclofe  of  lall  fefllon— It  is  with  no  fmall  fatis- 
faction,  Sir,  I  Jay,  that  on  this  night  the  Noble  Lord  cannot 
jutter  matter  derogatory  to  the  character  of  gentlemen  on  this  fide 
of  the  Hoafe,  and  tb^n  meanly  feek  a  coward  refuge  in  the  pre- 
rpgative  of  the  Crown. 

I  6annot  but  congratulate  the  Noble  Lord  on  the  more  liberal 
ufe  which  he  feems  now  difpofed  to  make  of  that  prerogative.  At 
the  clofe  of  lad  fefHon,  an  Hon.  Friend  of  mine,  called  by  the 
claims  of  military  honour  to  relingui^  'his  ^sarliamentary  duties, 
wi(hed  that  his  conftituents  might  ^ve  had  an  opportunity  of  ap« 
pointing  a  repreientative  to^fill  his  place — this  'Was  alfo  tTsc  wifh 
of  a  mod  re(jpe£table  portion  of  this  Houfe,  and  many  gentlemen 
DOW  prefent  laboured  hard  to  induce  the  Noble  Lord  to  permit 
that  opportunity,  but  in  vain — the  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfter  was 
an  office  of  too  much  trufl  and  confidence — an  appointment  of  top 
great  importance  to  be  lightly  difpofed  of,  or  be  made  the  reward 
•of  any  but  very  emiment  hui  peculiar  fervicesta  the  State.  I  am, 
however,  happy  that  the  Noble  Lord  has  now  difplayed  a  more 
accommodating  difpofition,  and  has  given  to  the  town  ef  En^ 
mi/hilktt  an  opportunity  of  being  reprefented  in  Parliament.  It 
may  be  uncharitably  urged  fa^  chofe  who  do  not  know  how  to  ap- 
preciate the  integrity  of  the  NobleLord'sprinciples,  and  the  purity  oF 
•his  minifterial  condu^,that  he  is  anxious  tip  put  offdifcuffion  on  the 
fubjedl  of  Union  until  he  Thall  be  fure  of  a  majority,  and  I  confefs 
that  the  acknowledgment  which,  in  the  natural  candour  and  in- 
genuoufnefs  of  his  heart,  the  Noble  Lord  has  jufl  made,  may 
favour  fuch  a  fuppofition.  3ut,  Sir,  I  am  fure  that  the  very 
fuppofition  is  an  almoft  unpardonable  calumny  againfl  the  Noble 
Xord*8  untaminated  and  virtuous  princij>les"and  condud.     Con- 
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Tinced  I  am,  Sir,  that  the  Noble  Lord  has  not  made  an  undue  ufo 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown— convinced  I  am  that  the  anxiety 
expreffcd  by  the  Noble  Lord  to  poftpone  difcuifion  on  the  queftioii 
of  Union  16  not  occafioned  by  a  wi(h  to  bring  up  the  rerc  of  the 
Minitterial  levies  to  the  conteft,  and  enforce  the  ranks  by  the  ad- 
dition of  twenty  Placemen*  No  !  no !  I  am  convinced  it  is  from 
the  pure  and  honed  defire  that  the  country  may  have  the  advan-r 
tage  of  twenty  virtuous,  uninfluenced,  independent  Members,  *^  I 
know  not*  Sir,  whether  every  gentlemen  who  hears  me  will  b« 
of  the  fame  opinion,  but  fure  I  am  that  the  Mihifter  is  moft  te- 
nacioufly  tender  of  thp  Covftitution  of  his  country,  and  would  nof^ 
<mp1oy  for  its  deflrudion  the. influence  with  which  he  is  armed 
by  hi^  fituation.  But,  Sir,  the  Noble  Lord  is  fadly  afraid  that 
the  aaiendment  before  you  will  be  carried,  becaufe  of  the  motley 
oppoiition  at  this  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Sir,  I  mufl  ^onfefs  that  i( 
18  very  cruel  that  a  motley  oppofition  (hould  impede  the  wiihes  of 
the  Minjiler — it  is  very  cruel.  Sir,  that  fome  who  had  approved 
pf,  and  fome  who  had  oppofed  Parliamentary  Reform,  fjiould  re* 
Tift  a  meafure  which  ^ould  leave  them  no  Parliament  at  all— it  it 
very  cruel  that  thofe  who  have  fubmitted  plant  of  emancipation 
to  traitors,  fhould  agree  in  oppofing  an  Union.  Sir^  it  is  a  moft 
fad  and  deplorable  thing  that  thofe  who  may  have  differed  in  fpe- 
culative  improvement  of  the  Conftitution,  fhould  agree  in  refilling 
its  total  deftrudlion-r— and  ftilf  more  fad,  Sir,  becaufe  the  very 
pircumflarice  of  a  motley  oppofition  fhews,  that  the  fmalleft  pre- 
fumption  in  favour  of  an  Union  cannot  be  (Reduced  from  it.  But, 
jSir,  I  cannot  conceive,  for  my  own  part,  that  if  my  condudk 
had  been  a  thoufand  times  worfe  than  the  Noble  Lord  has  been 
pleafed.  On  aformeroccafion,  to  reprefent  it*  I  cannot  conceive 
"^ad  I  ^eferved  to  liave  been  hanged,  that  even  all  this  could  af- 
ford an  argument  in  favour  of  the  iJnion— yet  hear  how  ingeni- 
oufly  and  logically  the  Noble  Lord  argues  to  this  efFeft-— **  A 
Legiflative  Union,  Gentlemen,  is  a  moft  excellent  thing,  for  yon- 
der ftands  a  man  who  has  fupported  Parliamentary  Reform — ai^ 
Vn^on  is  a  moft  excellent  thing,  for  yonder  is  a  man  who  pro- 
pofed  to  divide  the  country  into  French  departments— this  Union 
IS  a  moft  powerfvil,  a  moft  miraculous  remedy  for  all  your  evils-n- 
it vnll  compofe  all  contending  interefts,  all  interni^  and  external 
diftraflfons,  for  behold  yonder  fits  an  Hon.  Gent,  who  would 
have  emancipated  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.**  Really,  Sir,  thefc 
it  muft  be  allowed,  are  very  conclufive  a/guments  why  you  fhould 
relinquifh  that  Parliament,  which  alone  can  fecure  the  Liberties 
of  the  People. 

The  Noble  Lprd  has  really  elevated  himfelf  beyond  the  fight  of 
vulgar  eyes,  and  it  feems  the  meafure  of  an  Union  muft  be  car- 
ried becaufe  it  is  oppofed  by  men  of  oppofite  charaders ;  becaufe 
gentlemen  at  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  are  fubjed  to  that  variation  of 
charaAer  and  opin jon  incident  to  humanity,  the  Parliament  is  t5 
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MJtt'mtt  fmcide  upon  itfelf !  I  am  not  fure,  but  I  tbink  I  tieard  it 
advanced  within  thefe  walls,  that  the  (beeches  and  the  plans  pr6- 
ceediiig  from  this 'fide  of  the  Houfe  in  ravour  of  the  people  of  Ire^ 
bnd,  had  affifted  to  the  public  dtftradions.     What  effed^  chink; 
ydUy  Sir,  it  would  have  had  on  the  temper  and  the  events  of  the 
coancr]^,  tf  a  yourig  roan  were  to  employ  all  the  advaiHages  ox 
impofing  youth  and  manneis  to  engage  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
pleofy  atid  then  deceive  them  ?  Wh^ati  if  a  young  man  of  the  firft 
ocmneiions  and  interefts,  were  to  cotirt  the  Catholics  of  Ireland^ 
for  the  piirpoir^  of  felling  them  ?  What,  if  he  promifed  to  fupport ' 
their  cbimsy  and  after  having  fecured,  by  their  voices,  his  elec- 
tion to  thi^  Houfe  for  one  of  the  firft  counties  of  Ireland — theii 
to  betray  them— then  to  forfeit,  in  this  Houfe,  his  mold  folema 
and  (acred  ebgilgements,  what  ^ffed,  Sir,^  may  a  condud  like 
this  have  on  the  public  mind,  and  on  thepcace  of  the  Country.-^^ 
If  a  young  man  in  the  very  outfet  of  his  political  career,  and  of  a 
fair  pronife  and  great  connexion  (hould  a6t  thus,  I  will  aik  you, . 
Sir,  could  the  people,  thus  deceived,  be  blamed  if  they  were  to 
relinquiih  all  hope  in  the  virtue  of  Parliament,  and  lo6k  only  to 
themielves*     But,  Sir,  there  is  another  argument  advanced,  which 
mult  not  be  palfed  by  unnoticed.     The  Noble  Lbrd  cannot  con* 
ceive  what  bafis  the  Conftitution  can  red  upon  if  you  don't  pafa 
this  Legidative  Union.     If  you  do  hot  dellroy  your  Parliament^ 
there  may  be  a  (et  of  n<en  lurking  and  lying  in  wait  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  come  down  to  this  Houfe, and  offer  to  its  confideration 
their  democratic  plans  of  Reform.     Does-the  Noble  Lord  mean 
to  fay — does  any  man  in  this  Houle  mean  to  fay,  what  the  future 
ftate  of  Ireland  may  be  ?  The  Noble  Lord  may  feel  competent  to 
fuch  divination,  but  I  confefs  that  I  do  not— I  will  not  look  into ' 
the  regions  of  futurity  for  remote,  fhadowy,  and  poffible  evils* 
but  I  will  look  at  the  prefent  moft  calamitous  and  terrible  evil 
with  which  our  country  is  threatened,  and  I  will  tell  the  Noble 
Lord  that  the  accumulation  of  ages,  and  the  extenfive  range  of*' 
poffibility  cannot  furnifh  a  heavier  afBidion  or  more  complete  and 
irreparable  deilru6tion  to  this  country  than  his  plan  of  Union  ' 
[heat !  hear !]    The  Noble  Lord  recommends  to  you  to  knock 
your  aged  Parliament  on  the  head,  left  it  fhould  be  at  any  time 
influenced  by  a  doting  affedion  towards  the  people  of  Ireland* 
Dtfftrby  your  reprefentation  altogether,  left  it  undergo  any  change 
in  favour  of  the  Catholic  claims^^deftroy  yodr  Parliament,  be- 
caufe  it  furniihes  an  opportunity  to  evil- minded  men  (fuch  as  the 
motley  oppofition  here)  to  execute  mifchief  under  the  cover  of  the' 
freedom  of  debate ! 

I  know  not.  Sir,  /if  the  freedom  of  Pariiaxnentary  debate  be 
agreeable  to  thofe  who  wifh  for  more  power  than  the  BritHhl' 
Conftitution  is  wiHing  to  impart  to  any  Man,  br  Miniftcr,  or  Kfrig" 
—-but  this  J  know.  Sir,  that  ^rbirrary  power  cannot  eftaMifii  it^ 
felf  but  on  the  fupprefilon  of  free  debate.  The  conduct  ol  Crom- 
well 
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well,  in-ouV'hiltoryt  and  that  of  Buonaparte,  m  the  hiftory  oS' 
France,  furnifti  proof  how  inconvenient  this  fame  freedom  of  de-: 
bate  may  be' to  the  purppfes  of  ufurpation  and  tyranny,  and  that 
the  defpot  cannot  feel  feCOre  in  his  .feat  but  by  the  deftrudion  of 
thofe  things  called  Parliaments^     But^  Sir».  this  is  a  childifh  yfaf- 
of  fpeakiQg — ^you  might  as  well  fay  to  a  man  who  had  a£led  im* 
]^rudencly,  that  he  /hould  ceafie  to,  live,  aa  to  fay  that  a  Parlia*. 
ment  (hould  no  longer  exift,  becaufe  fomc  of  its.  Members  may 
not  have  a£ied  with  continued  prudence  and  omnifciency  of  wif* 
dom.     Has  any  thing  like  this  occurred  in-  the  biftpry  of  England  t 
For  more  thait  6a  yearp  a  defolating  civil  war  raged  between  the* 
houfcs  of  York  and  Lanca(ler-<-tb«  red.  rofe  and  the  white— but 
becaufe  of  this  conteft  about  the.  Crown^  was  it  ever  propofed 
that  there  (hould  be  no  Crown  at  all?  In  the  reign  of  Heury  VIII*- 
the  EnglKh  Parliament  was  bafe  enough  to  place  the  proclama- 
tions of  the  Crowns  on  the  fame  footing  wich^the  laws  of  the  land 
— did  it,  however,  occur  to  that  op^any  futuce  Parliament  to- 
deilrby  itfelf  ?  Did  it  h^pen  that- when  Monarchy  and  Charles  !• 
were  laid  in  the  fame  grave,  and-the  nobilityr  of  England  debafed — 
at  the  reiboration  did  it  happen  that  any  man  was  bold  enough  to« 
propofe  that  our  Houfe  of  Commons^  from  whence  fprung  thofJe^. 
adis,  (hould  no  lender  form  a  part  of  the  Engli(h  ConAitution  h 
James  II.  by  the  abuf«s  of  his  prerogative,  loft  the  Crown  of 
thofe  realms  to  himfelf  and  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  but  did  it  oc* 
cur  to  the  wildeft  man  in  the  I^rliament>of  England,. to  propofe- 
the  extindion  of  the  monarchical  part  of  the  Oonfticution  ?    But 
the  Noble  Lord,  becaufe  a  rebtUiun  occurred  in^hia  country,  de- 
iires  you,  Gentlemtn,  to  dellroy  your  Farliament^-a  wifh  fuch 
as  never  efcapcd  the  wildeli  demagogue  or  the  mod  devoted  in- 
flrument  of  prerogative,  in  Euglaud  during  a  term  of   150  years* 
of  civil  conteH  ! .  If  the  Parliament  of.  this  country  (hall  fall,  ic 
will  not  be  by  the  arguments  of*  the  Noble  Lord— it  will  not  be 
by  any  thing  he  can  fay  within  thefe  doors ;.  and  I  hope  its  de- 
ilruflion  will  not  be  afftded  by  any  thing  which  the  Noble  Lord, 
can  do  without  thefe  doou  L  if  your  Parliament  (hall  be  deftroyed»^ 
it-will  be  by  bad  pai]ibnst- midaken  notions,  and  the  unfortunate: 
circumilances  of  the  tiroes^,  by  our  ciwn  fatal  and  domeftic  ani- 
ntoikies.     Does  the  Noble  Lord  propofe  any  remedy; to  compofe 
thofe  animofities  ?  None  :•  but  he  propofes  ta  dellroy  us,  and  pre- 
vent the  p.oilibility,  as  he  fears  tbe  inclination  which  the  Iridir 
Barliament  has,  to  heal  and  for  ever  to  compofe'.  the  dilFerencts, 
which   have'  weakened,  and  akiioft<.  fubdued  us  to  his  purpofes. 
Is  it  liberal   in  the  Governmeru  thua-  to  take  advantage  of  our* 
misfortunes  or  our  errprs,  and  iiiiUad  .u^>  attempting  ta  make  us 
^ifcr  or  better,  to  feek  our  dclirudion  ?     But  I  firmly  believe,, 
Sir,  that  the  gentlemen  of  this  Houfe  will  never  confent  to  yield* 
tlicmfelveft  up  to  the  Mioiftcr.     I  am  fatisfied  tliat  however  love». 

however 
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iuiwever'  jealous  tbey  may  feel  relative  to  the  condu%  of  tht«^ 
Houfe  on-fome  occaiioDS,  the  pe€fle  of  Irekmd  mU  never  confint 
to  the  amubilatum  of  tteir  ParUanent, 

li  ever  this  Houfe  (hould  confent  to  its  own  tmolation— if 
ever  the  Members  of  the  Iriih  Commons  (hould  affent  to  an  zBc 
(or  turning  themfelves  out  of  doors— -if  this  (hould  ever  happen^ 
hope  (hail  not  quiet  me,  until  the  laft  man  (hall  have  paifed  the 
door^  which  the  Minifter  (hould  clofe  upon  our  liberties  when 
they  (hall  approach  that  door.  If  they  but  caft  a  look  behind — 
if  they  but  view  that  chair,  where  integrity  now  (its  enthroned — 
if  their  eyes  but  finger  on  that  floor,  where  the  flow  of  patriot 
eloquence  has  been  poured  forth  for  their  country — if  they  but 
recoDeA  all  the  ftruggles  of  honourable  legidation  which  thcle 
walls  have  witne(redy  they^will  ftop^  before  they  have  taken  the 
laft  irretrievable  ftep  ;  they  will  cling  to  this  Houfe,  the  temple 
of  their  l|onour,  and  they  would  tell  the  Minifter,  <*  Sir,  you 
have  taken  an  unjuft  advantage  of  our  confidence,  to  defire  us  ta 
deftroy  our  country — Yom  have  taken  a  moft  ungenerous  and  un.- 
juft  advantage  of  the  date  of  that  country^  to  feduce  its  Parlia- 
ment to  annihilate  itfelfy  and  the  liberties  of  its  conftituent&-3buC 
we  will  (hew  you  that  you  have  been  miftaken  in  tbe  calculation  of 
our  bafenefs*— we  will  (hew  you  that  we  reprefeot  an  honeft,  brave^ 
and  generous  people,  and  are  wor^y  t^  reprefent  them— we  will 
not  flatter,  but  .we  wil^ferve  tl^em,  and  eftabli(h  an  eternal  daim 
to  their  gratitude,  and  to  the  gratitude  of  pofterity.'^  This,  Sir, 
I  will  fuppofe  to  be  the  influence  of  feeling,  and  the  triumph  of 
naturd  and  of  honour,  (hould  the  .negotiated  falc  of  our  liberties 
proceed  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  until  I  (hall  fee  the  laft  man  out 
of  thefe  doors,  and  they  (hut  upon  him  for  avsr,  I  will  not  be» 
lieve  that  thcfe  who  have  lived  with  fuch  honour,  will  ^It  witb 
fuch  difgrace. 

The  Attorn av  Gbnbkai..— •The  learned  genileinan  (Mr. 
G.  Ponfonby)  faid  he,  as  well  as  the  Hon«.  Baronet  who  moved 
the  amendment,  had  argued  againft  the  principle  of  any  incorpo- 
rate Union  with  Great  Britain,  under  any  po(llbk  circuni ft ances  ; 
and  the  motion,  if<  agreed  to»  went  to  a  furrendef  of  all  delibe- 
rative faculty  in  the  Houfe,  and  to  ftop  all  further  difcuflion  upoi\ 
ihe  fubjeQ,  and  that  v^ith  a  view  of  preventing  the  Houfe  or  the 
nation  from  having  an  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  its 
merits  or  demerits,  fo  as  to  fatisfy  the  public  ^  to  either.-— Ht 
£iid,  that  he  had  fat  long  in  Parliament,  during  the  time  of  the 
prefenc  Speaker  and  of  his  predeceflfor ;  that  he  had  geneially 
^aken  an  a^ve  part  in  the  debai^es  of  that  Houfe,  and  had  en^ 
deavoured  from  every  obtervatioo  he  was  capable  of  making,  from 
paft  events  as  well  as  the  hiftory  of  tihe  prefent  times,  to  form 
luch  a  juft  conclufion.as  ihould  dtreA  and  jullify  si  confcientious 
vole  up«n  the  pref&BtjfHportant  occaiion.  Your  country,  (aid  he, 
has  becuconvulfed  and  uillraded  from  tlie  e«irlicft  peri6d  of  time  i 

and 
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and  though  M  lite  within  a  few  miles  cf  tfaecoaft  of  Great  Sri^ 
tain,  enjoying  the  fame  climate  and  a  more  fertile  ibil«— aUhoiigh 
we  are  lubjeAs  of  the  fame  empire^  having  the  iaireft  and  oioft 
obvious  pretenfions  to  a  participation  of  thofe  bleflings  and  enjoy- 
ments which  make  Gh-eat  Britam  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the 
world  ;  yet  fuch  is  our  Unhappy  filter  that  we  are  ever  deemed" to 
be  the  fport  of  fadtion  and  the  vi€tims  of  a  difeontented  ipirit  that 
never  dies,  but  infiduoufly  awaits  the  moments  of  diftfadion  and 
embarraiCnenti  to  fever  us  from  the  britifh  empire,  as  the  moft 
certain  mode  of  accomplishing  our  common  deftrudtion.  The 
means  by  which  it  has  been  fought  to  effeduate  that  deftrudtiou 
are  notorious  and  familiar,  from  the  earlieft  periods  of  our  hiftory^ 
and  the  facility  with  which  rebellions  has  been  railed  within  the 
land,  with  an  hope  of  being  fupported  with  foreign  aflillance,  is 
a^ca]amitous  truth,  which  the  bloody  annals  of  Ireland  can  teftify  | 
and  from  the  radical  imperfections  in  the  nature  of  our  connexion^ 
we  find  fo  early  as  the  period  between  the  reigns  of  Henry  II.  and 
Henry  VII.  during  the  difputes  of  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lan-; 
cafter,  the  Englim  fettlers  in  Ireland  availing  themfelves  of  the 
opportunity  to  withdraw  from  therr' allegiance  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  renounce  the  law  which  they  imported,  and 
fidtfous  demagogues  have  never  been  wanting  firice  to  urge  the 
wretched  people  of  this  country  to  fimilar  attempts.-^Settlers  of 
Englifh  birth  and  Enghfh  blood ;  and  Englifh  birth,  with  theilf 
diftind  Parliaments  were  oppofed  to  each  other';  and  at  lengthy 
to  prevent  the  mifchievous  eifedb  thereof^  for  many  years  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  Knights  of  Shires,  cities  and  boroughs  were  eledled 
in  Ireland,  to  ferve  in  the  l^arliamenr  of  England^  in  feparate,  as 
well  as  joint  Parliaments, '  of  incorporate  Union;  aud  from  an  at* 
tentive  view  of  the  records  of  thole  early  tranfadtions,  ihofe  Par^ 
liaments  feem  to  have  been  fummoned  to  England  at  thofe  times 
for  the  very  purpofe  of  preventing  the  feuds  which  exifted  then 
between  the  contending  parties  in  H'eland,  to  whom  I  have  al- 
ready alluded  — Molyneux,  the  great  affertor  of  IriOi  legiOative 
mdependence,  mentions  the  records  of  the  writs  of  fumnions  for 
the  Irifh  members,  to  England.  That  great  man,  Mr.  Speaker, 
thought  fuch  a  Legiflative  Union  with  England  too  great  an  bap- 
j>inefs  for  Ireland  to  hope  for ;  and  Sir  WiUiam  Petty,  another 
great  man  and  well-wiiher  to  Ireland,  fays,  **  that  Ireland 
could  never  complain  when  freely  and  proportionably  reprefented 
in  all  Engliih  LcgiflatUrcs."-^But  Molyneux  and  Sir  Win.  Petty 
were  not  men  of  fadion  ;  they  wifhed  to  promote  the  happineui 
of  Ireland  by  a  LegiHative  Union,  as  was  the  wife  and  original 
practice  which  great  and  good  men,  colledtively  and  individually, 
have  often  (ince  recommended,  and  which  the  Commons  of  Ire- 
land, by  their  addrefsof  1707,  earneftiyfolicitcd,  and  which  the 
virtue  and  Brmnefs  of  the  prefent  Mimiler,  with  the  concurrent 
wifdoui  oi:  tks  legiflatures  Oj  both  countries*  will,  I  truft,  fhortly 
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accomplifli.-— Who  that  hears  me  is  not  weary  of  the  unfettled 
ftate  of  thia^  country?  We  have  had  no  fixed  principle  of  politic 
cal  relation  that  gave  fecurity  to  us,  ,or  ftability  to  the  empire. 
We  have  h^en  "  every  thing  by  ftarts  and  nothing  long/'  and  was 
yering  like  the  wind  between  the  various  and  diicordant  fenti<i^ 
tnents  of  revolving  adminiftrationst  as  they  happened  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  prevailing  fadions  of  the  day  ;  the  verfatility  of 
our  politics  has  given  encouragement  to  every  *'  moody  beggar 
feeking  for  a  time  of  pell-mell,  havock  and  donfufion." 

It  has  been  announced  by  the  King's  Minifter  in  this  country, 
that  this  meafure,  which  has  undergone  much  confideration  in 
the  Britifh  Parliament,  will  be  fubmitted  to  the  future  difcuflion 
of  this  Houfe  at  the  deiire  of  bis  Majefty ;  that  it  wiH  be  laid  be* 
fore  this  aiTembly  in  all  its.  parts,  for  your  full  inveftigation,  to  bo 
approved  of,  rejefled,  or  modified,  when  freely  deliberated  up<«> 
on.     But  the  obje£t  of  this  amendment  is  to  preclude  the  poffibi* 
lity  of  fuch  a  meiTage  from  the  throne,  and  to  prevent  this  Houfe 
or  the  nation  from  ever  having  a  view  of  the  fubje^t— In  the 
courfe  of  this  debate  heavy  charges  have  been  thrown  out  as  if 
the  Miniftpr  had  been  the  caufe  of  preventing  this  Houfe  from 
having  difcufled  this  fubje^  ;  at  a  former  day  charges  have  been 
made  of  corrupt  and  infamous  practices ;  and  the  learned  mem** 
ber  [Mt,  Ponfonby,)  has  liberally  added  the  farther  charees  of 
meannefs,  fubterfuge  and  daftardly  flight  at  th6  clofe  of  the  feffion« 
He  has  pronounced  an  eulogium  upon  the  Parliainenty  and  hat 
(aid   it  matters  not  to  what   the  late  diftradions  of  this  country 
have  been  owing ;  but  I  will  tell  that  Hon.  Member  that  it  is  ne« 
ceflary  for  us  to  recoUedt  what  originating  caufe  the  late  rebellioa 
in  Ireland  is  owing,  with  all  its  horrid  confequences  of  outrage, 
mafiacre  and  devaftation  : — they  are  owing  to  the  fpeechea  of 
that  Hon*  Member  and  his  friends  in  the  Iriih  Parliament,     ^y 
thofe  fpeeches  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  calumniated  and 
defamed  |  its  laws  were  repreiented  as  ads  of  outrage  and  op^ 
pre/lion,  when  calculated  to  reftrain  thofe  diibrders  which  the 
irritation  of  thofe  fpeeches  had  caufed.     We  were  denounced  as 
not  the  legitimate  reprefentatives  of  the  People:  we  were  threat* 
ened  with  the  example  of  the  French  revolution :  the  meeting 
of  the  delegated  reprefentatives  in  a  convention  on  the  French 
model  to  the  overthrow  of  your  eftablifhed  authority  was  only 
proclaimed ;  and  when  a  law  was  propofed  to  prevent  it,  the 
people  were  told  by  that  Learned  Member  and  his  friends  that 
fuch  a  law  was  fubverfive  of  their  liberties,  and  that  they   were 
'f hereby  deprived  of  all  means  of  defending  thofe  liberties  but  by 
an  appeal  to  arms !  They  took  his  advice  :  the  appeal  to  arms  was 
made-f?the  fyftem  was  organized  and  matured,— and  in  dye  feafon 
the  ftorm  of  rebellion  has  burft  upon  us-^the  bell  blood  of  the 
country  has  been  fpilled  by  it-^the  dominion  of  wild  uproar  be- 
came predoniinanty  bu(  the  valour  and  the  virtue  of  the  gentle* 
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fnen  of'Ir<$1and  hwe  providentialiy  fubduecl  it.     Mo(l  of  thofe 
ivhom  I  now  behold  bore  anus  for  many  \a  fultry  day  and  many 
a  (leeptefs  nigbt  to  defend  >you«  Sir,  in  that  chair,  and  to  protedt 
that  Pailiament'which   bad  been 4hus  calumniated  and  reviled; 
but  where  was  the  Hon«  Gentleman  and  bis  friends  then  ?     Did 
they  who  had  been  foremod  jn  the  ranks  of  oppofition,  and  in 
flinging  the  people  to.  madnefst  appear  (Irenuous  in   the  ranks 
that  were  arrayed  for  rfiefafety  of  their  country  ?<— the  Minifter 
would  have  been  .criminal  w  the  extreme,  after  the  convulfions 
that  had  ihaken: this : country  to  its  centre,  that  had  not  propofed 
ibme  means  to  get  rid  of  thofe  feuds  and  animofities,  that  by  the 
hidory  ef  »H  former  times,  and  the  misfortunes  of  the.preienc 
times,  had  fo'loudly  called  for  a  lemedy.     The  learned  Member 
and  his  friends  have  freii^uenily  lamented  thofe  didra£tions,  and 
have  for  miriy  years  pail  imputed   them  to  the  primary  caufe  of 
the  infufiicient  rep)  eientation  of  the  people  in   this.Houfe;  that 
they  were  thereby  precluded  from  their  natural  rights,  and  after 
the   period  of  the  French  revolution,  and  of  the  formation  of 
the  affiliated  treafonable  locieties  in  this  country,  they  came  for- 
ward with  their  nollrums  of  emai^cipation  and  reform,. as  the  fo- 
▼ereign  panacea  for  the  complaints  of  the  country,  and  the  con- 
stituted saQtbority  of  the  Parliament  was  to  be  ihaken  as  the  pre* 
lude  to  its 'Overthrow.     As  to  making  legiflative  j>rovi{ions,— mi« 
lilary  arfangements, —  they  were  ^ppofed,  uniformly  fcoffed   at* 
and  derided  {-and  at  the  very  moment  when  a  mod  formidaJ>fe 
French  expedition  was  ready  to  pounce  upon  this  country,  wncn 
the  array  of  our  illudrious  yeomanry,  and  the  means  of  the  fiip- 
plyfor  them  was  dated  by  Mr.  Pdhaifi  in  this  Houfe,  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  then  fcoffin^ly  obferved  to  him  **  Milerable  Financier  ! 
*    Mifdrable  Finacier !  do   you   think   that   fuch    meafures^  wilt 
*  fave   Ireland,  and  you  wont  fave  Ireland  w.ij;bout  Catholic 
*•  emancipation  and   Parliamentary   Reform  ;  the   (jountry   will 
"  not  acknowfedge  your  authority  nor  be  obedient  to  your  re- 
•«  folves/* 

What  right  then  has  that  Gentleman  to  plume  himfelf  now  as 
the  advocate  for.  the  Parliameut  of  Ireland?  He  endeavoured 
'for  years  to  diake  its  authority,  to  leden  it  in  the  public  edimati- 
OQ— to  calumniate  and  revile  its  mod  wholefome  inditution^  and 
by  tbe  efied  of  fuch  doctrines,  promulgated  and  fanctionied  by 
(ini  and  his  friends,  your  authority  was  diaken  and  put  to  defi- 
ance.—>  But,  Sir,  this  is  not  a  novel  practice  of  party  and  faction 
in  this  country  ;  for,  from  the  moment  that  didinct  Parliaments 
have  been'  held  in  Ireland,  whenever  the  kingdom  of  England 
laboured  under  diffculties,  a  difcontented  party  had  condantly 
•endeavoured  to  practice  upon  the  Irifh  Parliament,  to  raife  further 
embarraffments  to  the  empire,  which  have  threatened  feparation, 
AtKl  unfortunately  promoted   diforder.^-^Tbe   difputes    of  the 
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bgufes  of  York  and  Lancailer  led  to  the  adoption  and  tbe  coro- 
nation of  aD  impol^qr  at  Chrift  Church  in  Dablin  ;  the  revolt  of 
De/mond  and  others  is  vvtl!  known,  and  when  the  diiTentions  in 
the  time  of  Charles  I.  fan  high  in  England;  a  difcontented  and 
defpefate  party  in  Great  Britain  found  means  then,  as  che/have 
always  pra^llfed  (ince^  to  make  this  country  ihe  theatre  for  their 
Experiments,  arid  to  that  circumflance  the  contemporary  hi(lo* 
rian  (Lord.  Clarendon)  attributes  the  feeds  of  that  Kebellioij, 
which  in  the  year  of  1641  flained  the  charader  of  mankind  and 
the  land  of  Ireland^  wht-n  ihe  popular  cry  of  legiQative  inde« 
pen  den  ce  was  the  prelude  to  outrage.  In  the  year  168^,  wheii 
James  11^  abdicated  the  firitiOi  Throne,  he  found  a' party  and  i 
Parliament  rekdy  to  receive  hii^,  and  they  proceeded  to  th^ 
laudable  work  of  feinaneipation  and  reform  astjic  bcft  and  furcfl 
ixieans  of  reparation  from  England.  They  proceeded  to  erafe 
ail  velliges  of  Britifh  connexion,  and  to  confnmmate  the  work 
of  a  diiiinflt,  feparate,'  and  independent  Parliament ;, they  pro- 
ceeded with  the  affiftance  of  fbrac  fagacious  and  popular- law- 
yers to  repeal  the  a£l  of  fettlement,  and  to  annihilate  that  title 
hy  which  alm'oll  every  tpan  that  hears  me  holds  bis  landed  pro- 
perty in  Ireland.  But  do  you  forget.  Sir,  what  was  the  condudt 
vf  that  learned  Gentlemah^s  party  in  England  they  dealt  out  lately 
the  moll  unqualified  abufc  of  the  Iri(h  gentry  and  of  the  IrilK 
jParliamenc  ?  In  two  liUellous  fpeeches  which  were  attributed 
to  them  in  all  the  public  prints,  they  reprefent^d  us  as  the  op?- 
preffors  of  the  poor,  atld  the  inftigaipfs  of  rebellion;  they  tra- 
duced your  Parliament^  and  Simulated  tire  people  to  revolt* 
Pray,  Sir,  die]  the.Hon.  Gentlemen  then  appear  as  the  advocates 
for  ?n  Iriih  Parliament?  or  did  they  fupport  a  lealrned  friend  of 
mine  in  rebutting  and  cenfuring  the  calumny  that  had  beeo  caft 
Upon  us  i  No,  Sir,  they  well  knew  that  fuch  a  condud  would 
not  have  aiSfted  the  obje6t  of  thofe  who,  in  the  language  of 
Lord  Clarendon,  "  fwere  defirous  to  trdnf plant  tkk  diforders  of 
Wtjiminfter  into  the  kingdom  of  Ireland-  And  here  let  me  call 
•your  alien  (ion  to  what  will  illuftrate  ho  j^  the  fame  game  has  been 
•pradtifed  at  modern  times; —At  the  time  of  the  regency  quef- 
lipn  in  Ireland,  it  is  petfedly  well  rci|ienibered  how  the  party 
played  in  toeaich  pthers  hands  from  oppofite  tides  of  the  water; 
and  this  houfe  was  made  the  ftage  for  that  performance  which 
.had  been  dandned  at  Weftminfter.  The  Parliaments,  and  of 
courfe  the  countnes,  were  committed  for  a  time :  providence  re- 
ftored  the  King's  health,  and  we  recovered  ours.  However,  at 
.great  political  academy  ^asioAituted  in  Ireland,  under  the  name 
of  the  IFhig  Club,  and  amongft  their  earlieft  refolutions  they  ^X 
their  political  creed  as  to  the  right  of  the  H.  of  Parliament  to 
make  a  transfer  of  a  fovereignty  of  a  vote,  and  then  they  rcr 
folve,  (whh  refeireoce  to  Mr.  Pox  and  hi^  friends  in  England) 
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"  ff^e  appro've  of  their  principles ^  hecaufe  they  are  eur  own  ;"  whic!tf 
fafbidnable    phfaTeology  has  been  moft  critically  preferved  bf^ 
the  friends  ^'f  the  party,  who  bore  tcftimony  of  the  cbaraAer  anS 
ifie  pdnciples  of  Arthur  O'Connor,  at  Maidftone.     Astiongft  the 
niember:  of  the  Iri(h  Whig  Club,  were  many  \lrorthy,  honourable 
mep ;  but  the  example  of  fach  a  body,  meeting  and  rcfolving* 
with  a  view  to  operate  upon,  and  over-rule  the  authority  of  Par- 
Iiamant,  was  lamentably  piJfchievous ;  for,/rom  their  example, 
and  with  the  afTiHance  of  fome  men  that  had  found  admittance 
amongft  thetn,efnanated  rhat  dcfpefate^fociety,  the  United  Irifli-* 
jnen.     The  t?riie  was  critical ;  the  Fj-cnch  Revolution  made  it»' 
exploiton  ;  ahe  fj^fleofi  of  clubs,  cabals,  aitd  committees  became 
lia^tured,  and  mailer^  in  the  art  of  organis^ing  the  rabble  pro* 
ceeded  to  overthrow  the  edabliflied  authorities.     And  here  give' 
fne  fea^e  to  plead  as  an  cxcufe  for  the  condu^  of  the  learned 
fnember,   that  in  the  queftion   of  imancipation  and  reform^   the 
United  Irijhmenf  by  their  mattifeflos,  took  the  le^d  of  him,  and 
bad  thef  merit  of  originating  that  plan  which  was  lately  pro- 
pounded by  bi»  friends  to  Parliament:     But  I  will  adnvit  that 
their  idea  of  the  advantage  of  Union  differed  froni  that  6f  thef 
learned  ^ehtlen^an.     Their  objeft  was  to  concentrate  the  coun- 
cils and  thep9wer  of  the  treafonable  confpirators  in  Great  Bri« 
tain  and  Ii^land,  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Monarchy  and  the 
eilablifliment  of  a  Repablic  ;  and  accordingly  they  fetout  with 
a  firft  principle,  that  Union  is  po^er,  and  they  aflfumed  the  em- 
phatical  ap|fcllation  of  •*  The  Union.—They,  however,'  moft 
cautioudy  rcmoivilfate  againft  any  Union  of  the  legitimate  au- 
thorities of  the  country ;'  as  to  that  they  d^fitc  that,  *  as  to  any 
other  Union  than  that  of  treafon,  there  may  be  none  between 
the  iftand* — **  if^e  pray  tor  he  left  to  (nir/el'ues**'^knowing  well 
that  nothing  could  (o  efFeflually  defeat  their  objects  as  a  Legifla* 
tive  Union.     But  T  think  it  of  importance  fo  mark  to  yoo,  SiiV 
what  the  United  I/ilhrrren  conftantly  impreffed  on  the  popular 
and  prevalent  fentiment  as  to  what  is  called  the  final  compa£t  of 
178a.     No  man   wilt  pretend  to  fay  that  the  publications  of 
that  body  were  not  in  general  circulation,  that  their  afcendancy 
over  the  public  mind  was  not  notorious;  and  yet  I  call  upoA 
the  Gentlemen  to  fay  where  the  then  oppofition  of  this  country 
exerted  themfclves  to  put  them  down. 

in  the  month  of  November,  tygl,  the  United  Iriftimen  i-a 
their  addrefs  to  the  delegates  of  Scotland,  after  priding  them^ 
fclves  that,  the  Irifli  Parliament  in  178/2,  following  the  e;(ample 
of  a  Catholic  Parliament  about  a  century  before,  (meaning  there- 
by the  Parliament  of  1689),  had  alTerted  their  exclufive  legiQa- 
tive  independence ;  they  ipeak  of  the  compa£i  of  ^782",  and  fay, 
*'  fTe  ^ottld  defpife  this  tanfient  burj^^  did  <we  not  conceive  that  re^ 
solution  is  in  train — Tbii  r-e^olution  inculc^tet  new  principles  and 
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^fff^fi  praMiC^  ;  our  ffffanf  are  Pntoff-rjet  Union  extind  tirougk  thg 
^iw^/rtf.— -What*  Sir,  ihall  be  the  exclufive  privilege  of  feditioi^, 
poofpi racy -and  tcejifpn  to  confederate  iq  an  Union  of  power  for 
Ihe  overUif^ovi^  of  iHtes  an^  ^empires  ?     And  (hali  we  not  be  at 
liberty  to  concentrate  tbe  ^fji^i^domy  y^t  c^ouncils,  the  vircue  and 
^he  energy  of  ^bc  empire,  ^o  faye  an,d  to  fupport  it !     1  knovy 
ftbat  many  good  and  %Qitpif^t6,  friends  of  pilne  pppofe  an  Union 
3ut  who  ojaght  jtQ^b.e  tbe  natur^  eneoiie^  to  ftiicb  a  Union  ?  And 
who  are  tKe  real  enemies  of  it  f-— the  traitors,  the  democrats  at 
liome,  and  our  ferpcioiiB.  en«rt]Qips  al^roa^^  ^ho  ar/e  at  tbis  mo- 
inent  anxiously  waiting  for  our  determination  upon  this  fubje^^, 
find  who  are  ^t  all  time^  t^atcbfu}  tp  ta^e  advantage  of  dlfTentloa 
to  «ffe^uate  our  deftrqftioj?,    Jf  you  4p^^^^  it,  look  to  the  pro- 
clamations of  Humbert  yyben  lately  ajt  .([^aftlebari  at  the  healof 
ih^  rebe^  a^d  Jnvaders  ;  in  ivbich  after  giving  foipe  whplcfoine 
fegdiatioos  fpr  the  r.aiQog  9^  inftfrre^iQi)^  ^nd   invitations  to 
plunderi  he  deftres  ih^t  the  Irjfh  aflem^jly  may  bp  convened  t9' 
eftablifli  the  revolouoii.     He  fays  be  is  con^e  to  break  (he  yoke 
9f  Brittfl}  connexion—;!  come  to  affift  you    to  re-conqu^r  the 
property  of  your  anccftors,  buj  I  ^efeech  ypji  to  /l>are  the  op- 

Mr.  BtTSHB.     I  ri^  to  prote(^  and  reciaim  againft  the  illibe- 
ral and  falfe  infinnations  which  4  have  beard  this  night  from  the 
Treafury  Bedch>  and  againft  the  bai«  attempt  to  identify  oppo- 
sition to  the  pancidal  meaftxre  of  a  legiflative  U.nion  with    dif- 
afFeftton  tp  my  fbvereign.     It  is  the  abominable  and  fcandalous 
expedient  of  a  rotten  calife  j  the  dcfptfrate  refour^e  of  thofe  who 
'have  not  ah  argnmenc  to  fupport  them;— *I   know  not  what 
the  Noble  Lord  means  by  the  libecalit/  with  which  he  has  dealt 
bot  the  epithet  of  traitor,  nor  whs|t  he  w6ald  indnuate  when  he 
talks  of  communicating   upon  politics  with  rebels  Who  have 
fallen  under  the  fword  of  tbe  law.    I  affur^  the  noble  Lord 
the  iniinuation  does  not  apply  tu  me.     1  have  no  exiled  poll-  ' 
tical  connexions  In  Scotland^  nor  does  Fort  Su  George  contain 
any  confidant  of  my  early  politics.      I  know  not  wh^t  the 
Right  Honourable  the  A^torhey  General  means  by  his  attack 
_  opon  the  Whig  Glub.     I  Had  not  the  hoifoup  to  belong  to  that 
iociety,  though  I  refpedk  their  principles,  but   as  his  ^tiend  the 
Noble  Lord,  was  once  a  difting^uifhed  member  of  that  aflbcia- 
tion,  I  mud  entreat  of  him  to  protect  its  chara^ler  againft  the 
accufatibn  of  the  Attorney  General,     I  baye  no  intereft  in  the 
exculpation  which  ^  can  put  into  better  hands  than  the  Noble 
Lord's,  I  therefore  commit  myfelf  to  my  noble  advocate,,  and 
requeff  he  may  confoHdate  oar  two  defences  into  one.   ^it  is  a 
ibrry  add  illiberal  return  for  tif  loyalty  of  the  Iriih  Gentry,  to 
plunder  them  of  that  ConilitutiOn  which  therr  loyalty  defended, 
|nd  H  ii  DQ  for^all  aggrai^a^ion  of  that  iUibeiaiicy  (Q  flandcr  theii^ 
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chsn&cTt,  It  is  not  the  vitupfraiion  of  th*  Attofirney  Gejiefof 
which  can  make  me  forget  that  I  hirrf- the- hafromr*  of  cfifr^ 
operating  in  this  glorious  caiife  with  t+J^  chara6!^ew  in  thh 
kingdom  mod  diftingoilhed  for  loyafty  and  afFeftion  to  theif 
fovereign,  nof  fliall  his  frequent  and  decent  applications  of 
the  worti  Traitor  make  fnt  forget  what  a  traitor  is.  A  rrkicori 
in  my  mind.  Sir,  is  a  wretch  who  upon  the  pretence  of  fome 
vifionary  and  experimental  improvement,  but  really  upon  the 
fuggeftion  of  fomc  priyate  motive  of  profligate  cdrt"ption,t 
woold  fell  the  Conftitiitioh  and  liberty^of  his  own  country  in 
order  to  aggrandize  the  ambition  of  another,  A  traitor  is  a 
nan,  who,  perhaps  contrary  to  his  own  declared  opinions  in 
private,  would  in  an  hour  proftratra  Conftitution  the  coileAcd 
w'ifdom  of  ages,  at  the  foot  of  any  other  pow<*r  that  could  afpir^ 
to  it,  or  could  bribe  him.  This  is  my  notion  of  a  Traitor;  I 
have  drawn  the  pidure  for  the  inftruftion  of  the  Right  Hon; 
Gentleman,  that  the  next  time  he  fees  one,  he  may  know  hiof.  > 
'  ■  J  have  heard  to  ni^hr  another  do^rine  which  cannot  fuffi- 
ciently'be  reprobated,  from  a  young  gentleman^  in^  1  belteve, 
his  firft  addrefs  to  Parliament,  that  the  Mtnifter  of  the  Crowds 
is  the  fole  and  exclufive  judge  of  the  proper  moment  in  whrth^ 
to  deRroy  the  Conftitution  of  the  country i  1  know  no^  where 
the  Hon.  Qentlema*  has  iludied  the  Conftitution,  I  thank  Go4 
I  have  not  ftudied  in  tb^'  fame  fchool-— I  pfefirto  his  opinion 
that  of  the  Hon.  Baronet  who  has  moved  the  amendment,  an4 
Agree  with  him  that  this  is  the  n^oment  iii  which  '■  we  are  t^ 
take  our  ftand.  Ours  is  a  cafe  of  defence.  The  mimfter  ba4 
made  the  aftaiilt,  and  I  cannot  fubfcribC/to  th^  dofirinewbich 
would  induce  us  to  let  tfie  enemy  prefcribe  the  moment  of  re<» 
iiftance;  that  would  induce  us  to  confolt  the  miiiifter  at  wliat 
inftant  we  ftiould  parry  the  blow  which  isaimedatourexiftence, 
4nd  would  defer  the  effort  of  felf- prefer vation  till  that  blow  was 
flruck  to  our  heart.  The  queftion  fuggefted  by  the  amend* 
Jttent  of  the  Hon.  Baronet  is,  whether  the  Houfe  ftiall  choofe  ita 
own  timo  for  pronouncing  its  own  opinion  upon  its  own  exif* 
fence,  or  whether  you  Ihall  depute  to  the  minil^er,  an  autho* 
rity  to  choofe  the  time  mo$  convenient  to  himfelf.  Perhaps  ia 
the  Hiftory  of  the  £mpire  no  Houfe  of  Parliament  was  ever  fo 
jGtuated  as  that  which  I  now  have  the  honour  of  addref&ng— > 
it  is,  perhaps,  the  firft  time  that  the  Eicecutive  Government  has^ 
ever  prefnmed  to  agitate  and  difquiet  the  public  mind  upon  a 
great  Con ftitu clonal  innovation^  aivd  topa(is  by  the  Parliament--*- 
it  is  tolerable  prefumption  in  the  minifter  after  the  defeat  of  iaft 
year,  to  return  to  the  very  Parliament  who  defeated  him,  and 
reiterate  his  attack  upon  the  Conftitution  of  the  co\intry ;  but 
there  U  more  than  ordinary  audacity  in  avowing  this  intention, 
»nd  in  bulking  in  the  fpeech  from  the  ihrooe,  from  the  very 

,  queftion^ 


jiaeHbn,   with  the  agitation  of  whAth   he  has  di^nided  th« 

country.— >I  am.  too  Conftitutional  to  coniider  the  fp«ech  from 

the  throne  in  any  other  light  ttiao  as  the  fpeech  of,  the  mioif-* 

ter»  and  confideciog  it  as  foch  I  cannot  hut  admire  the  ffFro«-« 

tery  of  fuppre^g  and  concealing  from  the  Parliament,  ui  that 

fpeetiby  the  intenaov  wtvich  he  avows  in   his  own.    He  is  not 

re^dy^  foriboth^  this  night,,  but  io  a  fortnight  be  wiM.    He 

gives  the  Parliament  a  fortnight  to  live,  becaufe  it  will  not  b^ 

fooner  hi$  convenience  to  extingiliih  it;  and  this  is  the  ret  urii 

which  the  Noble  Loi^  laskes  to  this  Uoufe  for  the  oiercy  asd 

clemency  which  iaft  year  he. experienced  at  tlieir  hands.     Thif 

is  the  return  which  he  makes  for  ^hat  moderation  which,  after 

his  difgface  and  difcomfitttre^  fwffered  hicn  to  exiH  as  a  minifteft 

ior  a  monMflt.     This  is  the  gratitude  of  Government  for  the 

loyalty  oJF  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  which  fpared  him  a^er  he  was 

dete^ed  in   an  abominable  con  {piracy  again  fl  th^  ConOltutioa 

ef  the  country,  and  which  for  the  remainder  of  the  fciTion  co-- 

operated  eren  with  him  in  fupport  of  the  meafnres  of  h's  Ma^- 

jetty's  Government.     This  is  the  return   that   is  made— the 

Nobl^  Lord  comes  forward  again,  confronting  the  very  Par* 

irament'that  vanquiihed  him,  fmarting  iiod^r  his  defeat,  urith^ 

ing  at  every  wound^  vowing  vengeance  againft  his  conquerors, 

and  ciFerlng  bot  one  new  argument  againf^  yoar  exiftence,  t^ad 

that  is,'  hlB  own  iinptinity.     |iut  this  is  not  all,  the  Government 

hf  the  country  has  appeal   from  the  deciijion  of  Parliament^ 

iod  to  whom  have  they  appealed  ^   Not  to  the  conAttuent  bo^ 

dy  Conftitationally  recognized ;  not  to  the  ele^ors  of  xhe  King. 

dom»  pot  the    Freeholders,    but  to    the   people  individually, 

fcbuiing  the  tnoft  monftrons  propoiition  of  reform  and  innova- 

tion-^I  ^eao,  aniverfal  fnfFrage,  and  canvafiiog  the  rabble  of 

the  Kingdom  againil  the  Conflitution  of  the  cooptry.     A  Go* 

Vernment  wielding  the  whole  influence  of  the  crown*  at  the^ 

head  of  every  departnaeni;,  the  Army,  the  Chiirch,  and  the  Re* 

venuey  exerciics  ail  its  authority  to  procure  individual  figna-< 

tures  as  a  counterbalance  to  the  opinion  of  the  reprefentativea- 

6f  the  people  in  Parliament  aiTembled,  and  this  inflaence  of  •  the- 

qrown  fp  fuccefsfully  exerted,  if  you  helievHt  the  arguments  of 

the  Noble  Lord  and  his  fupporters,   that   »he  people  of  the* 

country  are  clamouring  for  the  annihilation  of  the  Parliament. 

and  yet  the  adminiftration  not  only  has  not  leifure  to  gratify 

their  importonity  for  another  fortnigl>t,  but  thinks  proper  to 

make  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  as  complately  filent  upon  the 

fubjed^,  as  if  no  fuch  matter  wer^  in  contemplation  :  and  'be<» 

caufe  his  Majefty  took  leave  of  bis  firitifh  Parliament  with  « 

promire  that  be  would  annihtlate  his  Irifii  Parliament,  and  be* 

caufe  his  Majefty's  reprefentative  took  leave  of  the  Irifh  Par* 

)kment'  with  a  declaration  that  he  could  not  clofe  his  eyes  in 

»i. ;. .....•...>.■«•  peace 
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peacft  unf^fs  the  Iriih^  Parliament  were  extinguiihed,  smd'betiuft 
t1ie  people  of  the  country,  if  you  believe  the  Han.  Gentlem9n| 
(Mr.  Martin)  are  burning  with  impatience  until  that  extip^ioii 
taices  place;  for  all  tho£e  adequate  reafons;  the ipeech  from  thf 
throne  is'filent  upon  this  momentous  quefiion,.  and  an  amend* 
.  ment  to  the  addrefs  wli^ch  propofes  to  qutet  the  country  upon 
this  agitating  and  anxious  fabje61:>  is  reiifted  as  dai^gerops^  fedi- 
tious»  aod  treafonabje.  '       - 

1  ihould'  be  glad  to  kno«r^  Sir^  if  thi$  Aniendmeht  baunue- 
cefiarvy  of  what  ufe  have  been  the  campaigns  and  perambula- 
tions of  his  'Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  (ince  the  laH  fdiion 
of  Parliament?  Why  did  his  Excellency  fabjed  himfelftothe 
fatigue  of  (o  many  marches  and  countermarches  ?<-— Why  did 
he  tldnk  it  neceiTary  to  write  dowp'the  CQoilitution  of  Ireland 
in   a  eorrefpondence   through  hb  |i3ilitary  fecretary  with  the 
fenefchal  of  every  clofe  borpngh,.  wHofe  patron  he  had  previa 
ouflv  communicated  with,  and   with  every  parifti  prieA  who 
was  fi}(!iciently  complaifant  to  induce  his  flock  to  fign  manifefloe^ 
flgaind:  the  Parliament  of  the  Country;  if,  aft^r ^11    this,  the 
Crown  is   to  meet  the  Parliament  blinl^ing  and  ikalking  from 
the  premeditated  dfttermination  of  extinguifliing  it  ^or  ever— • 
and  why,    forfooth-^becaufe  the  Noble  Lord  is  a  great  per- 
former, and  canbot  play  to  empty  benches. — Look  Sir,  about 
you  at  the  empty  benohes.— Lpok  at  the  fqlleft  aiTembl/eyeii- 
coHedled  within  thefe  walls.*— Liden, to  the-buzz  of  public  fx-^ 
peftatioa  from  your  condituents  gathered  round  this  buildiqg. 
Do  you  not  catch  the  throbs  of  public  anxiety. — The  Ho^if(j 
full  beyond  example,  the  people  anxious^  the  public  mind  e^jC* 
cited  to  irritation j  the  public  voice  (if  you  believe  the  NobJc; 
Lord)H:lamarous  for  this  awful  meafure,  and  yet  the  fpeedi 
from  the  throne  filent,  as  if  no  fach  thin^  had  ever  been  heard 
of  before,  and  the  Noble  Lord  not  ready  until  another  fortnight 
ihall  e]ap%,  to  fubvert  the  Conllitution.-^Sir,  that  Conftitutioa 
commands  me,  and  my  own  feelings  induce  ine,  to-  coniidec 
that  fpeech  as  the  fpeech  of  the  Minifter,  and  not  of  my  Sove. 
reign,  or  his  Reprefentative,  otherwife  I  ihoald  interpret  this  tot 
be  d  gracious  fitence ;  I  (hould  attribute  it  to  the  virtues  of  his 
Majefty,  and  (liould  thank  him  from  my  heart  for  thus  defering 
to  the  real  iviHies  of  his  People,  and  refifting  the  unprincipled 
advice  of  his  Minifters.     Bat  i  rouft  confider  it  the  a^  of  the 
^ini(}er,  and  as  fuch  1  pronounce  it  to  be  part  of  that  mi^ed 
fyfieni  of  prefumption  and  meannefs,  which  has  diftinguiihed  thq 
condu(5t   of.Adminiftration  from  the  firft  introdudion  of  this 
quefiion  to  this  hour— fome  part  of  that  combination  of  auda- 
cious ftride  and  reptile  fraud  which  has  been  arrayed  againft  the 
Conftitution  of  my  country,  fonye  little  dirty  piece  of  partizan* 
ihip,  which  the  head  (hat  conceived  it  would  call  generalihip 
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^fome  low  madoeuvre  of  deifpicable  coDning,  which  the  bram 
that  hatched  it  would  call  wifdom-^fdme  little  contrivance  to 
<aU  in  the  Miniiler's  outgoflsj  or  bring  up  hisconrcripts^^fome 
Jbraikch  of  that<iepraved  and  abominable  lyftem^  which  has  beea 
introdnced  by  fraud,  fhpported  by  corruption,  and  recruited 
by  apodacy. — I  thereforce  concur  with  the  Honourable  Baro« 
iiet,  whom  i  am  very  proud  to  call  my  Honourable  friend,  that 
becaufe  the  Minifter  is  filent^  the  Parliament  fliould  fpeak  oiH, 
Should  pledge  itfelf  to  confiflency  a:nd.  to  virtue,  fhould  quiet 
an  agitated  country,  and  declare  eternal  hoftility  to  a  meafure, 
,whicb  not  only  threatens  the  dignity  and  peace  of  this  naNon. 
but  is  pregnant  with  danger  to  the  Britilh  connexion^  the  inte- 
grity of  the  empire^  and  the  (lability  of  the  throne. 
•  1  ftrip  this  formidable  meafure  of  all  its  pretenjies  and  Its  agJ 
/  gravations  t  I  look  at  it  nakedly  andabfti;a^ed!y,  and  1  feend- 
/  thing  in  it  but  one  i^^^vMi^'-*will  you  ginje  up  the  country  T--^ 
I  I  forget  for  a  ^Doment  the  unprincipled  means  by  which  it  has 
been  promoted,  I  pafs  by  for  an  inftapt  the  unfeafonable  mp- 
ment  at  which  it  wa9*introduced,  and  the  contempt  of  parlia« 
ment  upon  which  it  is  bottomed,  and  1  look  upon  it  /imply 
as  £ngland  reclaiming,  in  a^  moment  of  your  weaknefs,  that 
idominion  which  you  extorted  from  her  in  a  moment  of  yoar 
virtue,  a  dominion  which  fbe  uniformly  abufed,  which  invari- 
bly  oppreiTed  and  impoveriflied  you,  and  from  the  ceiTation  of 
which  yott  date  all  your  profperity«  It  i^  a  meaAire  which  goes 
to  degrade  the  country  by  faying  it  is  unworthy  to  govern  it- 
felf,, and  to  flultify  the  parliament,  by  faying  it  is  incapable  of 
governing  the  country.;— ^It  i$  the  revival  of  the  odious  and  ab- 
furd  title  of  conquefl ;  it  is  the  renewal  of  the  abominable  dif« 
tindtion  between  mother  country  and  colony  which  loft  Ame- 
rica ;  it  is  the  denial  of  the  rights  ol  nature  to  a  great  nation^ 
from  an  intolerance  of  ita  profperity.-^No  man  would  be^fd" 
franlic  as^to'  Itate  as  an  abitraA  proposition,  that  Ireland  is  phy* 
fically  disfranchifed  from  the  comnion  privileges  of  nations.  Jf 
you  ftated  to  a  native  of  a  foreign  nation  that  a  country,  con- 
taining  a  population  of  nearly  five  millions  of  inhabitants,  and 
a  territory  of  nearly  nineteen  millions  of  JBngliih  acres,  inha- 
bited by  a  brave  and  generous  people,  bleil  by  nature  with  a  fer^ 
tile  foil,  and  every  aptitude  for  commercial  profperity  and  doi> 
medic  wealth,  wasphyiically  incapable  of  governing  itfelf,  that 
foreigner  would  laugh  at  you.  If  you  dated  that  a  country  coni 
taining  relatively  nearly  a  half  of  the  population  of  Great  Bri4 
tain,  though  fcarcely  a  third  of  its  territory,  and  containing  a  mei 
tropolis  at  lead  the  fourth  city  in  Europe,  exceeding  in  extent 
and  population  the  capitals  of  his  Majedy's  imperial  allies,  the- 
Emperors  of  Ruflia  and  Geripany,  was  by  nature  doomed  lo 
provincial  inferiority,  and  iva^s  radically.  diCqualiEed  from  go- 
verning* 
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'  verning  itfelf,  you  would  pronounce  a  llbef  ilpiofi  a 'bonntt^al 
Providence,  and  a  libel  that  would  not  be  endured. 

What  title  then  do  you  make  to  the  dependence  of  Ireland  J 
I  tremble  at  the  dreadfulaltcrnative  which  thi^gaeftion  Coggers,' 
I  warn  you  sgainft  the  confequences  of  anfwering  me,  that  the 
imperial  relation  with  Great  Britain  is  the  caufe  of  it,  and^  I, 
-  caution  the  Treafiiry  Bench  againll  propoanding  that  formidable, 
aiind  alarming  do6trine;  that  Britilh  connexion  is  incoofideni* 
with  Iriih  independence.     I  have  ever  looked  upon  Britifii  coq* 
iiexion  with  fond  veneration  a^  a  polar  principle  in  politics,  by 
which  every  loyal  Irifhman  would  fteer  his  opinions— I  have  al-. 
ways  felt  it  to  bt  sl  facred  truth,  which  it  would  be  prophanc  tq 
/-  ^enyi  and  almoft  prophane  to  examine ;  but  this  fordiidable  and 
^'defperate  proje6t  tears  away  the  veil  in  which  I  would  havd' 
^  ^Ihrouded  its  fandlity,  compels  us  to  balance  liberty  againft  con- 
•'     nexioUy  and  propofes  this  monftrous  and  delicate' in-vciligation  ; 
whether  it  ffe  of  the  efleiice  of  oui*  connexion  with  Great  Britain 
*     that  we  cannot  be  free.    God  forbid,  that  the  dreadful  anfwer 
<   /  which  the  Minifter  would  fuggefi  to  this  queftion  were  true-— 
God  forbid,  that  fuch  loofe  and  dangerous  fpec  a  fa  tions  were  fet 
1      afloat,  and   that  the  firfl  and  bef(  princi[iles  of  politics  in  this 
liland  were  to  be  thus  unfixed  and  (haken  to  their  foundatioils-^'' 
,'      I  hold  it  that  Irifh  independence  is  not  only  CQnfiftent  with 
*      Britifh  connexion,  but  neceffary  to  it— J  therefore  cad'tion  the 
i      Miniiler  to  beware  how  he  would  (hake  the  ftrongeft  pillar  of  • 
the  empire,  to  beware  hoi4^  he  tampers  with,  how  he  neutralizes  ' 
or  alienates  the  firll  fentiment  in  the  bofom  of  every  loyal  lrifli*| 
man,  that  fentiment  aAive  as  his  life,  and  warm  as  his  heartV 
1      h\ood*-^to  ftand  and  fall  with  Great  Britain^^th^t  fcntimerit  para* 
[     mount  to  every  confideration  but  one,  and  fecondary  to  no- | 
^    thing,  btit  a  devotion^  to  the  independence  of  Ireland.    Dependf 
upon  it,  Sir,  there^is  no  fecond  modification  of  that  connexion| 
^hich  will  ever  be  fubmittfd  to — no  other  will  be  borne  thai} 
the  connexion  of  the  Crown,  and  the  independence  of  the  Par- 

You  are  called  upon  to  give  up  your  independence,  an<f  to' 
whom  are  you  to  give  it  up  ?  To  a  nation  which  for  fix  hun- 
dred years  has  treated  you  with  uniform  oppreffion  and  injudice* 
The  Treafury  Bench  Ilartlcs  at  the  affertion — non  meus  hicfermo 
tft.  If  the  Treafury  Bench  fcold  me,  Mr.  Pitt  will  fcold  them  — 
j^t  his  aiTertion  in  fo  many  words  in  his  fpeech— Ireland,  fayshe^ 
has  been  always  treated  with  injuftice  and  illiberajity— -Ireland^ 
fays  Junius,  has  been  uniformly  plundered  and  opprefied.  This 
IS  not  the  flander  of  Junius,  or  the  candour  of  Mr.  Pitt — it  is 
hiflory — For  centuries  has  the<  British  nation  and  Parliament 
kept  you  down,  fhackled'your  commerce,  paralized  your  ex- 
tions/defpifed  yoor  character,  and  ridiculed  your  pretenfions^ 

to 
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aiiy  privileges  commercial  or  conl^itutiona].  Shen«Ver  con- 
kc<\(sd  a  point  to  you  iii^hich  Hie  could  avoid,  or  granted  a  faycuir 
Wl>ich  was  not  rehi£tantly  diidiiJed.  They  have  been  all  wrung 
from  her,'  like  drops  of  her  heart's  bloody  and  you  are  not  iii 
j^oiTeliion  of  a  finglc  ble/Bng  except  thofc  wiiich  yao  denize 
trom  God,  that  has  not  been  either  purchafed  or  extorted  by 
the  virtue  of  vour   tjwn  Parliament  from   the  illibctality    of. 


s  the  ihTPTvai  from  the  yea^  1779  to^ he  y^*'  ' 
nen  ?  j  How  did -you  obtain  your  mutiny  bill,  your  oi^len- 


nlal    bill,  the  repeal  of  Poyning'i   law,    the  iodepenil<?ncc    of 
your    judges,'   the     reftofatioh  of   the    appellant  jurifdidtioH^ 
your  free    crade^   and    finally,    yotrr   free     Conditution  ?     An 
honourable  gentleman    (Mr.    Martin)   has  argued  eJaboratelf^ 
that  >n   th^fe   were  not   obtained   by    the     Irifh    Parliament^ 
or   grudged   by   the  Englifh,  but  were  the  mere  fpontancou* 
-efFa/iotis   of  roy^i  boUnty^    a  boori    not   merely  conceded    to, 
but    almgil   infli£t(;d    by    his     Majefty,    Uf^o    the   relud^ance 
of  the  *iriih   Parliamenti     Why   Sir,    i  was  obliged  juft  oovtr 
to  trouble   Mr*  Pitt  to^  confute  the  Irifli  Treafory  JBenchj  and 
I  miif^   BOW  recjueft  ol  Lord  Minto  to  con/ote  the  Honourable 
Gentleman,  I    prefume  not  to  fet  Up  my  affertion  againft  the 
Honourab'C  Gentleman's,  but  fu rely  he  aviU  rot  refufe  to  be- 
lieve the  authority  of  that  ditintereiled  and  philanthropic  noble* 
itian,  whjQi  has  con^jefcended   to  illurninace  the  uiiderlUndin^s 
of  the  Jriih  natiofi,  and  whofe  authority  is  fo  undeniably  accre- 
dited by  th^  gratuitous  circulation  of  his  fpeech  at  the  expence 
of  'the   fri(h  edminiilraiion.     That  noble  Metaphysician,  tells 
you    exprefsiy  that  all  thofe  favours  were  extorted  from  Eng« 
land  at  a   mnaitnt  when  England  was  in  dwrefi--^urtfi  is  his 
word  ;  Kis  l^ordlhip  ftemsito  hnvea  fmattering  ot  forenficphrafes, 
and  10  have  put  together  a  little  Scotch  law  with  a  little  Dutch 
logic,  which,  mixed  with  a  good  deal  i>f  lofty*  Englilh,  has  re- 
commended  his  work  to  the  Briti(h  Cabinet  bi^caufe  he  has  had 
the  filodefty  td  writedown  the  liberties  and  diara£ter  of  Ireland* 
which  however  the  found  difcretion  of  writing  thofe  down  in  an- 
other country.     Dure/s^  1  repeat  it,  is  his  word.     How  was  your 
demand  of  a  Utt  trade  received?     The  very  idea  of^he  Irifli    ' 
Colonift  pretending  to  a  free  trade  excited  univerfal  horror  and 
alarm  throughout  that  vtry  nation,  at  whofe  feet  you  are  now- 
called  upon  to  proilrate  that  very  Parliament  which  demanded 
and  iichieved  for  you  that  blefling.     Almoft' every  conUnercial 
town  from  Cornwall  to  the  Orktfftys,  took  fire  and  petitioned 
agaioil  yotjr  grefumption,  and  Lord  North  the  Minilterof  the 
day,  when  he  ftated  your  preteniions  to  the  BritiQi  Parliament, 
alfo  Rated  your  power,  and  reconciled  that  aflembly  to  thecon-r 
ceflion  by  hinting  that  it  was.a  revocable  boon.     What  then  is 
the  refult  of  thefe  aathorities  compared  together?    It  is  this— 
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^     Domifiion  over  Ireland  is'  the.  legal  inheritance  of  EhgUnd. 
I  '  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  cite  the  injofttce  of  England  as  a  proof  of  hi^ 
\     penitence,  but  as  the  title  deeds  of  her  power  and  the  moni>^ 
*     ments  of  her  claim.    That  power,  that  inheritance,  was  fraadu-^ 
i     lently  conveyed  away  by  durefs  tn  the  year  178^  and  the  Irifli^ 
1    Parliament  is  nojK^Xalicd  upon  as  a  great  Court  of  Equity,  to^ 
\   rip  up  the  fratid  and  fet  aiide  the  tranfa^^idn.     Such  were  tbe''^ 
.'tranSa^lions  of  178^2..     How  i^  the  intervffbetween  that  and  th^ 
revolution  difpofed  of  by  hiftory  ?-i«-It  is  a  dark  age,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  pafs  it  by.  It  is  all  ii>  the  fpirit  of  the  6th  of  George  the 
.  Firft,  but  you  read  it,  not  in  the  dead  letter  of  an  a6i  of  Par- 
'  liament--^you  read  it  in  the  extant  correfpondeoce  of  anEngMi 
.  Lord  J'uilice  with-  th'e  Englifli  Miniiler  :--- 

*"  An  idle  notion  begins  to  prevail  here  of  the  confequence  of 
*^  rhi^  nation-^nay,  fome  begin  to  talk  of  its  iodependeoce— A 
^*  Bishop  is  dead — Send  ine  over  an  £ngliihmao-^{  cannot  an-? 
^^  fwer  for  the  Englifh  intereft,  if  his  fiicceffor  be  iri(h.— -Judge 
^'  fuch-a-dne  died  yeflerday-^&y  all  lii^ans  replace  him  from 
*^  £ngland.*^The  verybeft  of  the  Iriibv  let  them  fay  what  they 
^'  wilj,  cannot  help  thinking  of  what  they  call  the  Irifli  intereit«^ 
— If  |hat  fpirit;  be  not  kept  down,  I  cannot  anfwer  for  the 
conffqvences.''    This^  is  a  faini  paraphrafe  of  two  volumes 
of  a  Miniflerial  Correfpondenct  -^  prefenting  one  of  the  moft 
genuine  artd  lamentable  pictures  «f  a  pr^vindal  government 
that  can  be  irinagined.-^I  aft,  what  is  yOur  inducement  to  be- 
come a  province  aigain  ^    Ac  the  Revolution,  what  treatment 
did  Ireland  receive  f    That  was  no  dark  agc«^It  was  an  acra  of 
Civil  Ljiberty-^The  Parliament;rthe  People  and  the  King,  were 
Whigs  :-^lf  the  prlkiciples  of  Civil  Liberty  were  not  founded 
.upon  immutable  tru^h,  William  III.  was  an  uforper,  the  Englifk* 
nation  were  rebels,  and  Jamcff-'  11.  was  a  depofed,  but  lawful 
monarch.— Thefe  prindiples  were  gofpel  in  England,  but  when 
applied  to  a  petty  province  like  Ireland,:  they  became  a  herefy 
not  to  be  lillened  ttf,  abd  a  prefuniption  not  to' be  endured — the 
glories  of  the  Revolution  would  have  been  tarnilhed,  if  .the  Irifli 
ProvinciaUfl  had  bfcen  aUbwed  to  partake  in  the  it)  s  and,the  air 
of  liberty  would  have  beeii  tainted,  if  tbe  Cpl^nifthad  been  aU 
lowed  to  breathe  it.-*At  this-  time  Poyning's  law  hi^  in  force, 
and  a  tolerably  iharp  law  ic  was,  but  it  was  riot  thought  iha^p 
•nough  for  us.     Three  Irifh  Money  Bilk  were  originated  in  the 
Britlfii.  Privy  Council— This  was  an  outrage  even  of  Poyning's 
Law— -This  Houfe  rejected  them,  and  recorded  in  their  Journajr 
the  caufe  of  the  rcjcdHon.     A  member  of  thi^  Houfe  wrote  a 
treatife  upon  the  Aibje^i  of  Englifli  Laws  binding' Irela rid.     He 
wa9  anfian  of  family,  fortune,  profound   learning,  brilliant  ge- 
nius, and  amiable  character.     He   was  tbea  the  Reprefentative 
of  the  Univerfity ;   1  believe  he  had  before  reprefented  this  ciiy^ 
He  dedicated   his  bo6k  to  the  King.    The  dedtcaiion  breathed^ 
a  fpirit  of  fervent  and  eothafi- a ftic  loyalty. 

The 
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priQcIpIes  of  his  book  were  the  title  of  the  Un^  to  Kis 

^rone^— they  were  {he  principles  of  civil  liberty,  bat  the  io- 

jphilm  of  the  bo(^  was,  that  it  applied  to  a  province  what  was 

^ly'ti^a^  of  aT'ii^tion^'aod  the  wifeft  and  freell  affcmbly  upon 

earth  (F think  tJiaHs  the  prefent  name  of  the  BrLti(h  Parliament) 

condethned  the  book  to  be  barned  by  the  hands  of  the  com  mom 

'bang^manrT-the  fentence  was  executed,  bat  the  wifeft  and  freelt 

'  affem\>ly'  upon  earth'  did  not  flop  here— the  wifeft  and  freed  af- 

Tembly  upon  cart'h  y'dced  two  or  three  Irifli  ads  of  the  Iriih 

P^riiament  '(^i^hicii   had^prefumed  to  re-ena6l  fom^  Englifh 

baes,)   to  be  ]libe%  and  to  h^ve  encouraged  the  ifffla^mat<4ry 

pofitions  of  the  bookl    I  do  not  pretend  to  undfrfUand  the  com- 

jmerGial  part  of  this' goeflioi^^^ndt  ain  fure^  ff  ever  1  had  coU 

iefted  any  partia^l  lA^rmation  upon  that  topic,  1  fhoald   be 

kfhamed,  Sir/to''of'era)y  crude  opinion  upon  that  fubje^in  an 

affembiy  where  the  For^s  of  Parliaoient  compel  me  to  addrefs 

j/^H,  ^  fiut  what  does*  hiilory  1^11  us  of  the  fe^lin^s  of  Bngland 

'upon  that  f^bjeft  ? "^  j(n the  viery  fame  reign  of  William  the  IH. 

'  the  parliament  of  £n^a):iid  complained  to  tH^  kin^r  as  a  grievance 

'  that  Ireland  enjoyed  tiie'  yooUen  ipanufa^^ure: — that  had  been  a 

'moil  ancient  manqfa^ure  iik   Ireland.  '  Our  woollen  exports 

from  the  reign  of 'fiLdward  the  ift>  had  been  xonltderable  and 

'the  trade' was  profoerous.'  *Th^  wifeft  and'the  fr^lt  ailembly 

'  upon  earth  flatbed  bw  pettttoii  ihti f  jedloufi  of  this  manufafiure 


JrelanM-^i^t  royal  WbrA'  Wats  pledged  a'ftd  'faithfully  kept-^a 
duty  amovntins;  to  a  prbhlMtion  was  laid  upon  woollen  exports 
«^no  jParliaAfieut  wlis  fuifered  td  ri^eet'ln  Iretand  for  five  years, 
and  the  woolUn  manufadlureperihied-^fn'the  year  1750,  near, 
half  a  eentury  afterwards/ d  j^aioiis  pe6{^l6  were  icon Vincfed  that 

.  this  Flliberal  poliey  Was inJoHous  ev^n  to  themfefve^,  ^Mit'cven  the 
bxperience  of  fifty  years'  did'nd|  'foftcn  the  fpirir<^  exclofivc 
dbminarion,  an'd  they  who  ^ad  r&lned  the^nacion  by'  w^olefalc, 
partially  and  fiji9ly  relaxed  their  formei*  ii^ufticeXih'that  year 
the  woollen  niahufaftiirer^' it 'V/eftmoVela^j^^nd  Yofkftiire,  pe- 
titioned the  Britiih  parliament  Tor  liberty  to'iinp6rt  ovoo/'and  'weeU 
liuyarn  from  Irelandlnto  their  ^Wo  ports,Lanc^ftcrao*d'Great  Yar- 

^  iiioUth:— When  Wefimoreland  and  Yorklhib  petitioned  the  wifeft 
^nd  freeii  afiembly  upon  eprthji'  thicV  petitioned  nbt  In'  vain»  and 
Ireiand  was  permitted  "to  export  t'o' ti^o*. ports,  IrHfe^  raw  mate- 
terial  of  that  of  which  fihy  years  before  (hi  exported  the  manu- 
fa^are  to  the  whole  World.    Hijlbry  hai  erf ae'd  Vndthcr  mo- 

*  nument  for  Ireland  to^er  by— ih  the*yei2a.pf  Charles  the  zd, 
the  exportation  of  live  cattle  fforn  Ii^eland,  was' prohibited  by 
I^Q  Bngliih  aft-  of  P4)rl)aih'ent;'  the  beii'efiU  of  this  trade  we^^s 

""•  G  f       '    '  '■'  veiy- 
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very  i^roUeinatical  as  to  Ireland,  but  it  w.a$  demooJEtrab^  not 
iivjufious  to  England,  but  it  was  a  tra<le^  and  why  iliQuld  .,a[ 
province  have  a  trade  ?  The  king  ^as  ibocked  at  the  ;1  liber- 
ality of  this  a6t,  and  the  bill  received  every  oppofxtion  fropi 
him  and  hfs^frieods— the  bill  pafled  the  Caramons— the. preao}- 
ble  of  it  declared  that  for  Ireland  to  export  cattle  was  4  hu\fance* 
In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  there  were  many  truitlefs  attenipts  mad^ 
to  qualify  the  virulence  of  the  Conimoosj  and  even  the  change 
of  th«  word  nui/ance  into  the  milder  terms  of  ditrirmnt  and  mtf- 
chief  ^7kS  debated  and  rtjefted^a  propo&l  to  naakc  the  import- 
ation cnlj  a  feUnj  or  a  pr^munire^  met  the  fain*  fate— r-nuilanije 
was  the  moil  infuftine  word,  and  nui/ance,  >vas  adopted.  Tdq 
great  duke  of  Ofmond  in  vain  oppofed  the  tprrentiof  illibet- 

tlity,  and  the  duke  of  Buckjngliam  told  him  in  de pate  to  his 
^eardy  thai  none  co^ld  op,poJe  this  hill^  hut  thofe  'wfio  hetd  Irijh  es- 
tates or  Irijh  underjiandings.-  The  l^ing  at  the  ptril  of  lofmg  the 
fupplies  of  the  year,  rejuftantly  gave  the  royal  aflent;  this  is  a 
jfliort  abAra6t  of  a  long  and  dilgu fling  detail  of  fimilar  Hiilor- 
rical  fa£ls :  is  it  not  then  worth  while  to  confider  the  nature  of 
a  propofitioD,  which  is  made  'to  you  by  anadon  which  has  fo 
treated  you,  and  if  it  rational  to  abuf^  all  the  advantages  of  ex- 
perience, and  infer  her  prefent  fincerity  and  good  faith  from  her 
tormei:  opprefiion  and  her  x«cent  perfidy  I  li  it  from  ceftturies 
of  wrong  that  you  presided  the  affeftion  qf  her  prefent  propo- 
falj  and  btcaufe  her  people  are  unanimous  ki  offering  yon  an 
Pnion,  are  you  tp  forget  that  they  were  unanimous  in  refi^fiag 
ypu  a  Ute  trade?  What  i^  the  meaning  of  that  argunKnt  whicH 
lays,  while  her  po^er  was  Qualified,  her  treatment  of  you  )ia$ 
been  oppreiBve,  but  when  it  become^  abfolute,  her  condaft  will 
be  generous  ?  What  reasoning  id  that  which  calls  uppn  you  tp 
furrender  an  inftitution  which  has  ppcured  yoa  every  thJDg,  an4 
fubipit  to  a  country  w)4ch  has  denied  yoii  every  thing  ?  Will 
any  one  believe  that  all  this  was  done  becaufe  you  had  a  Parlfa- 
ment,  and  that  too  a  Parliament  ui)^til,the  other' d^y  fo  fhacklf4 
by  Poyning's  law,  and  thi^  6th  of  George  the  |li,  that  it  w,as 
barely  nominal,  and  that  the  moinent  you  ceafe  to  have  a*  Par« 
iiament,  a  golden  age  of  jufiice  and  liberality  is  to'fucceed? 
This  argument  is  beyond  my  coniprehenfion,  and  yet  how  ha^ 
Ireland  advanced  and  improved  (;ven  under  all  thefe  difpouraging 
circumliances?  In  iooyearsherpo|)ulation  has  encreafed  near!  ^ 
millions  and  a  half,  the  face  oif  the  country  has  changed,  thii 
majedic  city  has  rifen  in  the  midft  of  it ;  Ireland  hgs  fprungand 
vegetated  under  the  foot  that  trampled  her  \  her  phy  iical  energjes 
could  not  be  kept  down-^-comprefloji  feem^  to  have  given  vig6ur 
to  the  efforts  which  flie  made,  to  recover  her  natural  dimenlions, 
ahd  at  laft  (he  borft  from  her  confinement,  and  became  herfelf  14 
the  year  ijSaiMthiA  had  been  the  cefnhpf  tke  gradual  but  con- 
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INut  vl^orles  obiained  tiy  t  refident  Farliam«nt  over  tf^e  Rreju* 
liicesof  a  foreign  one,  and  0ace  ij?t  the  pi^i^gr^fe  Has  not  b^n. 
gradual  ^ut.  raptdr^lhaH  tkitfft  the  llationary  prdfperity,  or  floir 
advanees  of  Scotland  ki  fO  ortioyears,  be  attributed  to  nmhiii|r 
•bat  her  Uaton^  and  ftiaUtbe  race^of  lnelan<^  to  ifftf>rovtfmen«.ia 
^j  flwwt  ytars)  be  atrift)itced  to  ev^ry  tbing  but?  her.  independ:- 
<iiee  ?  What  Ireland  might  be  now  Jf  fbe  had  bce»  diiFerently 
treated  is  a  pidltire  for  the  ^ticy.  Efad  her  Conftitutioii  not  beea 
fettered-^ad  her  commerce  Kot  beea  erippUd; — had^her  chau 
ra^er  been  rerpeded«— what  fr<MjW'  ^e  have  been  at  this  day  i 
An  Irtlh  imagination  dw9i49  on  tjle  f^eculation  with  fond  conjec- 
ture; bfft  how  doe»tll«  pii^orc  exbvbit  irfclf  tb  ati  English  fan- 
cy ^  irf4a<nd,  fays  the  CoflN  M^aifello,  migkr  havie'-grown  top 
gfreat  to  i>e  governed^  j^reland,  fay  the  argu^ments  of  thi»  nighty 
has/  in  her  grieatneff,  a  tendency  to  feparauon.  Bafe,  ungrate- 
M,  and  cowardly  gander  ^  It  feem*  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,. as  if 
tbe<:oi>leffio<r8  of  the  Iriih  Diredlory,  as  appearii^g  upon  rhe  Re- 
port of  the  Secret  CortirtJttrec,  had  been  gotten  by  heart,  and 
iCoAirtiitted'  to  memory,  for  the  fpeeches  of  this  night.  This  is 
one  df  the  topics  of  that  ©5rc6tory ;  the  anfwer  of  one  of  thofe 
tia^rtunate  nrreo,  now  in  ex^Ie,  is  c  that  Ireland  ha4  outgrgnvn  her 
fonnessipn  wii  England,  The  caflle  fakes  trp  rthe  text,  and 
fireaches  itpon  it ;  and  ^e  heir  that  Ireland  may  grow  too  great 
to  be  governed.  Aaiiable  and  candid  tonfiflency  of  argumt?nt»! 
that  in  otit  breath  flates  the  Union  to  be  the  means  of  making 
))S  great,  ha|>py,  and  powerful;  and  in  the  other  fays,  we  are  tx> 
|>c  mttde.  greater  than  we  are,  for  fear  we  fhould  grosy  too  great 
to  be  gtyyerned.  But  is  there  va  Ireland's  greatnefs  that  ten- 
dency to- feparation  ?  Let  your  memories  refute  the  cal'umtyy 
«r— What  war  the  Ci^lc  of  1782  ?  England  was  proftratc— or  so 
Vtk  Lord  MitHo's  technical  phr afe,  iri  durefs  ;  Ireland  was,  as 
for  aa  depended  open  England,  dtfencelefs ;  ^$  far  as  depended 
upon  herfelf,  in vittcibie— there  were  fcarcely  regular  troops 
enough  m  the  c<tuntry  to  mount  the  Caftle  guard — ^0,000  men 
WiiHed  in  arnrs— invasion  was  tbreatened  and  averted---:the 
Sdtlfh  fun  feemed  to  have  fet— -the  empire  was  difmemfbered— 
America  had  been  dlfl^rered. -Lord  CornwAllis's  fword  was 
left  in  the  care  of  General  Waihing ton ;  the  combined  fleet* 
iWept  the  channel,  and  frownted  upon  the  coaft,  aqd  what  was 
thecondudlof  Ireland?  Separation?  Oh  no !  An  acclaimi<>g 
people  cheered  a  loyal  Paribment,  and  the  femiment  of  ftandin^ 
or  falling  wtth  Great  Britain  echoed  from  one  end  of  the  ifland  to , 
the  other.  What  was  the  cafe  of  the  year  1798  ?— No  one  awi 
fotgct  that  day.  The  contagion  of  French  principles  which 
,h^&  fpared  no  part  of  Europe^  and  no  parrt  of  this  £mpife 
reached  irdl4nd-»the  reborbiican  faftion  meditated  A9paratioa: 
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tHe  refid«nt  Parliament  ioveftigated  the  confprraey  and  tr»ei| 
the  Executive  with  vigorous  authority  :  in  a  few  weeks  40^oo<| 
men  rofe  in  arms  at  the  call  of  Britifli  connexion.  The  zi»\  ran 
-fo  high  and  the  fp.irit  was  (o  buoytnu  that  Parliament  was  ol>» 
jtffed  to  check  its  exuberance,  and  anootion  of  (he  Honourable 
Baronet  who  moved  {his  aasendmienc  (Sir  I#aur/ence  Parfons} 
for  en  encreafe  of  th/e  yeomanry  was  refilled  and  negatived; 
AU  ranks,  all  profeQioiis,  ail  ages«  thronged  to  the  (landard,  3n4 
the  rebeiI|oip  was  put  $)ovrp.  While  England  has  run  the  rac^ 
f>f  dominipn^  Ireland  has  run  the  race  of  c^onnexion— 1  troft 
ihe  never  may  retrace  her  fteps.— ^-Was  feparation  then  in  iygSf 
the  tendency  of  the  Irijh  jeo^ry.  g|id  is  it  for  that  that  an  irim 
Parliament  <:anfio<.  be  fu^rjpd  po  e^ift  }  Was  it  for  feparation 
that  the  dange.rs  and  fatigMes  of  a  military  life  were  embraced 
and  courted?,  Was  it  for  feparation  that  t^e  Merchanj^  left  his 
compting-heufe  and  the  ftudent  hia  Collf  ge  for 'the  camp^  Wa^ 
it  for  feparation  that  the  youth  of  tHe  Priiv^ficy /prMng  ^  arnifB 
with  the  ingenuous  ardour  6f  the  ybf)ng  heart»  and  that  the 
fpringbud  of  the  nation  put  forth  H^  cfger  an4  its  tender  jiea^ 
to  bfont  the  (lorm  ?—Oh  no  !— The  country  yv^s  faved  becauff; 
there  was  a  flandard  ereded  in  it,  found  whi/ch  the  iriili  gentry 
loved  to  rally,  and  that  ftandard  was  Britifii  cpape)fiop^  "  : 
What  is  it  we  are  called  upon'' to  give  up|  I  fpfa|s  nqt  of 
national  pride  or  dig^nity ;  I  declaim  not  npon  th^^tical  ad- 
vantages; but  1  tell  yoOy  that  you  are  called  upon  tp  give  up 
that  municipal  Parliament  which  has  procured  you  within  t|ieme«* 
nory  of  you  all  monicipaj  adv^ntage^  which  no  /oreign  par* 
liament  can  fupply.  ^e  hear  of  not hiiig  but  imperial  topics 
—Good,  God,  is  the  Parliament  nothing  but  an  inH^u'men^  of 
taxation  f  Is  nothing  underftood  of  an  Houfe  of  Coipmons  bat 
that  it  is  an  engine  for  raifing  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
fob]e£i  and  throwing  it  into  the  scoffers  of  the  prown  j!  Take  up 
any  volume  of  your  flatuces  upon  that  table,  yoo  will  find  the 
inahicipal,  ads  of  Parliament  in  the  proportion  of  more  than 
forty  to  one  to  the  imperial :  what,  has  within  the  memory  of 
many  men  alive,  changed  the  face  of  your  land  ?  What  has 
covered  a  country  of  paflure  with  tili4ge  ?  What  has  interfedted 
an  impa/Table  country  with  roads  ?  What  has  nearly  c6nneded 
by  inland  navigation  the eaftern  channel  with  the  wcftern  ocean? 
Arefident  Parliament— this  is  not  theory-— look  at  your  flatntes 
nnd  your  journals,  and  there  is  not  one  of  thofe  improvements 
which  you  cannot  trace  to  fooie  document  of  your  own  public 
fpirit  now  upon  that  table,  and  to  no  other,  four ce  or  caui4i; 
under  heaven  ;  can  this  be  fupplicd  in  WeftminAer— -could  4 
committee  of  tl>is  Houfe  make  a  road  tp  Vorkihire?  No,  no* 
thing  can  fupply  a  refident  Parliament  watching  over  national 
Jmprovehicnt^  felling  opportunitieiy  encoiiraging  manufadure, 
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{omm^ce,  fcience>  education,  aii4  agriculturei  applying  inilant 
xemedy  to  ini(ant  inifcbief,  mixing  with  the  conftitueot  ]>ody 
Etching '  the  feiitiment  of  the  public  mindt  refleding  public 
Opinion,  ading  upon  its  impttlfe.and  regulating  its  eycefs.  «  , 
•^  And  yet  a  fupedor  (view  of  the  d^ng(»r  of  this  meafure,  would 
^empt  me  to  abandon  that  argunient  ^s  comparatively,  light  and 
iniigQificaot ;  it  appears  principally  foroiidable  to  me»  as  re* 
/noting  the-^ontroul  of  povom-,  and  as  leaving  not  a  veftige  of 
the  B^itiili  Gonititatioh  in  the  Kingdom— -what  form  of  Govern* 
inent  ii'co  be  left  in  this  country  after  an  Union  ?  A  provincial 
ciefpotifoiy^  aerd  nothing  elfe— *every  fun^ion  of  power  will  be 
refideat;  srnd  the  controul  of  power  will  be  remote«^a  Lord 
Lieutenant  at  the  head  of  an  e^cecutiye  Government  perfeifl  in 
4il  its^  branthes*  a  di^in&  army,  judicature,  ch^irch  and  reve- 
nue is  to  govern  this  country^  and  he  it  to  be  controuled  bf 
^hat  ?  By  a  Farliaaeac  in  Weftminfter-^— call  this  government 
by  what  nam^  yotf  pkafe,  it  is  not  the  Britiih  Conftitution-^ao 
^onilituiionai  lawyer  will.iay  that  it  is-^^what  is  a  Parliament 
in  its  moft  precious  cottftitutiofial  fenfef '  It  is  the  organ  of  pub- 
lic opittioo-^it  is  the  co^atroui  of  po wer-rrit  eontrouls  the  exe^-. 
^utiye  by  its  j^oufies-^it  balances  the  conftitution  by  its 
checks«->»it  is  ib^  ccntinel  of  the  people,  placed  over  the  prero« 
gativeof  the  erown-^it  wields  the  Mutiny  Bill  and  the^Monef 
Bill  .evdry  year  i  and  in  doing  ftf^  Lt  every  year  aflerts  and  pre* 
Utvt9  the  Conflkution  o§  the  countjy^  Yorkfliire  and  Wales* 
itay  the  metapjiyficiansy  ttr€  not  degraded,  by  being  united  to 
England  ;  true)  but  here  ia  the  ibphifm;  there  are  no  diftinft 
Executives  in  Yprkfliire  and  Wales,  The  propofition  is  gcae^ 
rally,  true,  that  mnUiplied  federal  connections^  between  coua« 
tries  {imperially  conneded^  would  be  abfard ;  but  it  is  a  moral 
prdpofition,  only  tree  in  ittf  degrees f  and  what  is  the  degree  at 
which^  it  becomes  falfe  ?  k  is  when  Nature  preclaims  two 
^ountriea  to  be  fufficiently  diftin(5)»  to  have  all  the  branches  of 
the  Executive  feparate ;  then  the  Britifh  Confiitution  pronounces 
againft  their  having  a  cofflrmoo  legiflature ;  would  this  propofi- 
tion  have  been  true  of  America!  Why  do  not  the  writs  q(  the 
dourt  of  Weftminfler  rnn  intd  Ireland  I  Why  is  the  king  obliged 
to  tL€t  here  by  vice-royal  deputation  ?  Why  does  not  his  Eng-^ 
]){h  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  his  Englifh  Attorney 
Genera],  fuffice  for  him  here?  It  is  becaufe  Nature  has  de- 
termined the  two  cpantrtes  not  to  be  fufficiently  proximate  for 
d  common  Executive,  and  the  fame  nature  upon  the  fame  prin* 
^iple,  entitles  you  to  an  independent^  Parliament.  Look  ia 
pradiice  at  this  qoeftion,  and  figure  to  yourfelf  an  Irifli  Execu- 
live  Government,  with  its  refponiibility  as  diftant  at  Weftit»n- 
iler.  Remember  the  cafe  of  Magee;  a  Court  of  Jaftice  was 
«iifpofed  to  opprefs  him  i  the  Government  of  the  oountry  was 
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iifpoCti  to  ftipport  that  Court  of  Juftice-m  have  in  my  eye  tfii? 
Hofli  Gentleman  who  brought  the  cafe  of  the  opprefled  man 
before  thi«  Houftr,  the  grand  loqueft  of  the  Nation.     The  caof^ 
of  the  ifidivkiQai  became  the  caufe  of  the  coootry— -the  M inif^^ 
tcr  itruck  to  a  itlivority  ;  the  matt  was  righti^,  and  the  law  waa 
fetHed  :  had  this  cafe  depended  upon  a  Comniitree  of  tb^e  Courrt 
of  Jufttce  in  Weflmittfter,  whft  would  have  been  the  tefult? 
The  vidihn  of  the  fiat  would^  pef  Baps,  to  this  hotr  groan  in  a 
ddageon,  too  diilant  from  Weftminfterfbr'  his  groans  to  be  heardy 
and  exce^ve  bail,  wonld  be  noW  the  Magna  Chafttf  of  Irekndv 
We  are  not  always  fure  of  fuch  conditnted  authorrties  as  we  are 
bFeft  with  at  prefent.     Perhaps  at  fome  future  day  the  depart^ 
ments  of  the  Executive  Government  may  be  veVy  differently 
filled.    If  we  were  always  to  hate  a  Lord  Liettfeaant  dtftitr* 
guiihed  for  a  Urifl  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  Conftitu-^ 
tton,  and  abhorring*  like  his  prefent  EiEC^Ilency,  the  monilfouf 
nfurpations-bf  military  law-^a  refident  paYliament  for  the  *)or- 
poff s  of  conrroul  might  be  very  tinneceffary.    If  we  we're  aU 
ways  fore  of  a  fccretafy  fike  the  Noble  Lord,  of  par^r  eyes  thanf 
to  behbld  corruption,  and  who  wotUd  abhor  the  idea  of  packing 
a  parliament,  or  degradin|^  a  people,  a  refident  parliameAt,  for 
the  purpofes  of  contronl,  might  be  very  nnaecefiary/  if  we  were 
always  fure  that  the  law  officers  of  the  crown  were  as  now,  to  ht 
men  of  eminent  profeifional  chai'a6k€r,  and  high  ^  integrity;  no 
fuch  controui  might  be-  neceiTary ;  but  men  are  fnortal  |  and 
events  are  uncertain.    Perhaps  at  fome  fotnre  day  th^  various 
departments  of  the  Hate  may  be  filled  with  men  fde^ed  for  cor* 
ruption  and  incapacity;  and  if  that  were  to  be  the  cafe,  1  aik* 
yon,  where  wodid   be  th*  protedion  for  the  likj    liberty,  of* 
property  of  any  honeft  man,  too  proud  to  bend  his  kn^le  in  fob'* 
miffion  to  the,  provincial  defpot.     Believe  me^  an  iron  military 
government  mu(!  fucceed  to  your  prefcnt*  Cdnftitutioo.     Th^' 
idea  of  a  paltry  provincial  grievance,  if  the  jadicaturc,  the  army^ 
or  the  revenue,  runs  riot,  preferred  before  a  diHant  and  fafti. 
dious  imperial  parljaanent,  excites  ridicule.     The  government 
cf  this  country  muft  become  the  word  kind  of  abfolute  monar-* 
chy — a  provincial  monarcfiy.    In  this  point  of  view  let  Eng-" 
land  beware  of  the  formidable  precedent  of  five  millions  of  men/ 
governed  by  ancontroaled  power—- it  is  a  formidable  precedent. 
in  this  reign  the  injfluence  of  the  crown  has  made  fofhcieot  en-^ 
croachmei^ts  upon  the  Ii|t>erty  of  the  fubjcdk.     TiVo  priiaments/ 
in  one  empire  have  not  been  found  too  many  bulwarks  for  th» 
Conflitution ;  and  if'  the  liberty  of  Ireland  finks^  let  finglaiid 
beware  of  the  vertex  in  which  her  own  may  be  abforbed. 

But  the  Conftitution  we  are  to  furrender,  it  is  aflerted  ;  is  a 
ihere  vifionary  independence,  that  we  are  in  fii^  acfloally  depen- 
dent upon  England,  that  her  councils  infineBce  qur  parUamenty  , 
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Utid  itiat  fuch  influence  has  encroached  upon  our  Conftitutron, 
tjntiJ  nothing  is  left  of  it  but  a  n^me.  The  new  fqueamiih  Rc- 
forcnlils  of  the  Trcafury  Bench  cry  faugh  upon  the  abominations 
of  the  irifh  pari ta men t^their  pure  and  incorrdptible  virtue  carf- 
t\ot  be«ar  the  profpeift  of  fuch  corrnptiqn,  and  that  they  may 
^not  fee  it,  they  pllunge  into  the  mid  It  of  it ;  cbey  are  Placonifts 
in  politics,  the  grofs  febfuaHti^s  of  the  connexion  difguft  them* 
hilt  the  ptlre  and  fpiritual  indulgences  of  the  Union  delight 
them.  .Their  romantic  virtoe  emu  kites  the  Roman  fame,  and 
ilie  Irifh  Curtias  da(he$  at  the  gulph^  and  would  rather  let  the 
tailie  ch)fe  upon  himfeif  than  upon  his  country.  1  own,  I  aU 
ways  fufpet^  this  furious  virtue  4  the  morals  of  prudery  are  aV- 
■Wd^ys.\  problematical .  When  I  fee  this  pliable  patriotii'm,  de- 
claiming with  furly  in  dig  n2tt  ion  to-day  i  a  i\d  cringing  with  fupple 
adulation  to-niorrow-a^in  thq  morning  Diogenes  growling  in  bi^ 
tub,- in  the  evening.  Arillippus  fawning  in  the  antichamber,  X 
always  fufpedt  thei^e  is  fomething  behind  the  curtain  more  tbaa 
meets  the  eye«  ^  1  would  aik  fome  one  of  thofe  enlarged  and  li« 
beral  politicians^  does  .he  think  that  ihe  fimple  executive  go^ 
vernment  which  is  to.  be  left  in  Ireland,  will  be  an  improve* 
ment  upon  our  (iiuauon,  ajid  .whether  he  knows  of  no  method 
to  reform  the  Parliament  except  by  annlhilaiing  it.  The  no- 
ble Lord,  may  inftru<£t  him  by  retracing  the  fpeculations  of  hii 
youthful  days,  and  fuppiy  him  with  fome  of  thofe  plans  of 
reform  which  would  not  have  coft  him  half  fo  much  trouble  td 
carry  as  the  extinction  of  the  parliament.  But  what  h  to  be 
the  transfiguration  of  this  parliament  which  is  to  glorify  it, 
and  how  is  this  corruptible  to  put  on  incorruptioji  f  Jc  is  fen- 
•tenced  to  death— in  Ireland  it  is  to  fuffer  the  death  of  a  felon,; 
but  its  refurre<ftion  in  Weftminfter,  in  the  midft  of  angel 
purity  and  immaculate  innocence,  is  it  feems  to  compenfate  the 
lofs  of  exiftence,  and  contraft  the  immoralities  of  its  life.  Alas! 
-Sir,  have  thefe  high  prieftsof  the  new  difpenfation  revealed  thjs 
truth  to  us  as  to  this  paradife  of  ^Weftminftcr.  Do  they  kno^ 
the  Britifh  parliament  who  thusfpeak?  Do  they  think  there  i^ 
there  no  borough  patronage^  or  borough  reprefcntation }  "Do 
they  f  jppofe  there  are  no  placemen  ?  Do  they  conceiv<t  it  a 
pool  of  Beihefda,  in  which  our  impurities  are  to  be  cfiCanfed  ? 
"Do  they  forget  that  this  immaculate  parliament  itiore  than  tdi 
years  ago  declared  by  a  vote,  that  the  in.luence  of  thfe  crown 
had  encreafed  among  them,  was  encreaiing,  and  ought  to  be 
.  diminiflied  ?  Do  they  forget  that  the  prefent  Prime  Minifter 
declared  eighteen  years  ago,,  that  unlefs  that  alTembly  was  radi« 
cally  reformed  the  empire  was  loft  ?  Dci  they  know  that  it  has 
tiever  been  reformed  (inoe  ?  And  do  tlvey  think  that  one  hufn- 
dred  Irilh  tranfplantadons  will  reform  it?  Have  they  evercon- 
'  H  fiderci 
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iiertd  that  there  miniflerial  mfluence  predominates  fo/ff^aalty/ 
tb^t  the  oppc^fition  has  feceded  in  defpair?     Have  they  ever  vi-' 
^^ftd  thb  exhibition  of  pure  reprefentacion  ?    Bave  they  ever 
lot>Jced  at  Mr.  Pitt  governing  that  afiembly  by   his  nod^  and^. 
Scarcely  concealing  his^.own  tf^ual  defpotifm  withfn  the  forms  of 
tike  ConftitQtion  ?    Can  ir  efcape  obfervatiton,  tha:t  the  very  fame 
men  who  altedge  the  a^ual  corruption  of  parliament  as  the  rea- 
fon  for  cxtitt^iiifhiTig  it,  alfo  al ledge  its  poflSble  virtue,  and  it-s* 
rccentviftiie  as  another  argument  from  whence  to  infer  the  fame 
eanduitofi.     That  the  virtue  of  che  parliament  in  1782.  that  it^ 
refiftancc  to  the  comrtiercial  propoiitions  in  fy^^'—m  refiftance 
•to  BritiA'infloence  vpon  the  regency  qucfiion  in  1789— iis  rc- 
'^ftance  to  BritiHi  infliienceupoa  the  Union  iii  1799,  and  its  con^ 
ttznt  a^ual  dependence  upon,   and  fabmiffion  to  £ngli(h  infiu* 
ence  in  all  public  cafes  whatfoever,  are  the  confiftent  arguments 
coming  from  one  and  the  fame  pafty^  and  fu^porcing  one  and" 
the  fame  opinion. 

Btit»  Sir,  I  requeft  to  know  what  we  arc  to  get  for  our  Parlia- 
Ibent  ?  This  is  what  no  roan  yet  know».  Every  thing  is  to  be 
*  taken  upon  the  faith  of  the  Noble  Eord,  whofepromifes  are' 
veiled  in  oracular  arobigaity.  I  obferve  the  Trfeafury  Bench 
cry  i^ear  birrtt  I  perceive  the  triumph  upon  thia  obfcrvadon— I 
perceive  I  am  confidered  rfbfurd  for  obje^ing'  to  what  I  profefa 
not  to  know — this  is  ytty  intelligible  fophiftrvy  and  I  arn  very 
abford  to  be  fu  re,  in  voting  again  ft  annihilating  the  Jrifli  Far- 
liatiient^  before  I  know  upon' what  terms  it  is  to  Be  anitihilated. 
The  noble  Lord  eonfidersf  that  it  would  be  m^'och  more  decent 
and  rational  firfl'^  to  confent  to  it9'extin6tibn,  and  then  to  en-« 
q:\iire  the  price.  Hfc  will  pardon  me  for.dilFering  fn>in  him,  tor 
i  will  fuppofe  for  a  mom  en  ty  that  1  know  his  terms,'  that  all  his 
nietaphorical  and.  indefinite  metaphyiics,  his  confolidation  and 
identification  are  reduced  into  common  Englilh,  aijd  I  will  ^^' 
iTitt  t!iat  they  are  the  mod  favourable,  the  niolt  bril^!iant,  thaf 
fhe  mofr'  ardent  im^ginatiofi  cair  conceive, 

<  r 

«  Or  youtfafnt  Poets  fancy  when  tiicy  Idve;" 

a?»d  I  ihnplore  the  Houfe  to  con  fid er  what  is  the  fecurity  for  their 
, perlbrma«ce7  I  may  be  told  the aprtidesaf  Union  and'the  faith  of 
nations- -1.  bold  a.  compact  where  one  of  the  contra^ing  parties 
qovciKims  that  he  will  ct^St  to  exift,  to  be  anabfurdity-.-when 
individuals  contra^  with  each  other  the  covenant  binds'  them^ 
aod  thofe  who  furvive  them-.-bnt  who  is  the  executor  of  a  Par- 
liarnciit }  Who  is^  to  wvforce  the  performance  when  this  Houfe 
..  is.no  more  ?*-.NationaI  faith-^— a  rotten  fecurity  at  the  bcft,  but 
Britiih  fajtb^  the  rijtteneAof  alK— Funk  faith.-'.  What  \  Britattt 
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(^Hc  of  liet  fftith  m  the  very  moment  thiit  iHe  rwMes  ^be  t:oln-  , 
jpVLfJt  of  .178a,     If  crer  ijiens  wa,s  a  iblema  league  ^and  covenlmt 
,bet«r€en  nationt»  the  fettleraent  of  178*  is  that  tranfacftion.    The 
'two  eountries  atdjufting  their  mutual  differences,  and  folefriiirE- 
lAg  as  fX  v^e>*e  upon  fhe  altar  of  ^h«ir  oomqion  Conftitution,  the 
/atiftcation  of  that  adjaftment— tiie  J>ulce  of  Portland  preiiding; 
at  that  fofemnity  trtd  pledging  the  royal  word  to  its  obfervaiiee. 
'Not  a  fingft  phrafe  of  dojubt  or  refervation  employed,  aH  ap*. 
pareotly  above  board,  hofieft  ai^l  explicit ;  and  the  fame  Duke 
*of  Portland  at  the  end  of  17  years  coi«iijg  forward  for  the  firil 
time  and  defeasing  that  folemn  and  pubHc  compa^  by  the  pro- 
do^ion  of  a  private,  darkyjefuitjcal  correfpondence  of  hiaowo; 
a  corre(\><indence  either  treacheVou^y  condoctcd  at  that  period* 
or  Wff  ly  fabricated *fince — a  ear re^oh deuce  publtclcly  difoivn. 
«d  and  difavowed  tn  the  BnglUh  Parliament  by  General  FitZi- 
patfick  who  had  been  l^s  Setretary  hsre  |*-*a  correfpoadence 
altogether  anlcnown  to  any  of  thufe  perf^i^s  who  connpofed  bis 
irifli  adntini^raftion,  and  carried  on  jp  ihie  true  chara&er  of 
claiideftin^  fraud,  under  anonynpous  conQea!a[ient.  >  Is  there  a»-  ^ 
4>ther  inftince  in  the  M^ory  of  natrons  or  of  individuals,  of  fuch 
complicated  pei^dyf.— Mr.  Pitt  obliged  to  ju^ify  bis  violation 
'of  the  bdjuftment  of  1782^  by  argoihg  againft  its  ^^nality,  and 
coBjipclIed  to  btiild  that  argument  upon  the  rtnn^'  ef  the  Doke 
of  Portland*^  chiira6^er,  aid  the  pake  by  producing  tiaU  pocliec 
correfpondencf,  affiitiiig  in  the  con|lrudiop  o^  the  edificb  kim< 
!relf?»-What  r^Hapce  istia  hk  placed  opon  natioiial  fatih  wbea 
It  18  depeiifed  in  fuch  hands  I — V^ho  can  tell  what  correfpmid- 
tiice  1$  now  carHed  ^h  by  Lord  Co'rnwallas^  ^I  am  ftire.when  he 
b^$  wrong  he  adb  andef  bad  advice^  an^  can  the  noUe  Lord  oa 
the  Tfeafufy  bench  be  certain  tb^tafter<he  i^ofl  foieoinhicifica^ 
jtion  of  the  I/dio^,  he  may  not  ^^e  obliged  in  ffeveitteen  years 
'lience  tb  rife'^in  thk  iitipenal  Parfiao^ent  aii<d  difd^inn  like  Ge^^ 
tieral  Fit%^iiti4ek,  aii  participandon  in  the  faine  aboisiinabie  do- 
'cuf!iient  6f  dti^Hcit^,  then  far  the  firft  time  brotigbt  to  4ight? 
*.-lt  does  nor,  Mr.  Speakef,  te«w(  vetyiputh  to  validate  any  fc- 
entity  now  to  be'ente.red  into,  th^i  the  very  fame  JOuke  erf  Port- 
kant!  who  ftanda  ^onvided  of  this  (hameful  and  bafe  hyp^Krify, 
IS  now  one  of  the  frimfe  Minifters  of  England,  thrsiigh  whoie 
liands  mu^  pafs  another  guarantee  for  tbelriih  kation.    If  there 
\St  nb  reliance  upon  Qatlonai  fakh.  ^an  We^Uce  m^ek  apon  pti^ 
yate  konour^— Can  we  be  djfpijfei  to  rely  9pon  liie  fair  deal- 
ing of  Mr.  Pftt  ?    He  already  pledged  b|«  word  to  the  Briiidi  fe- 
tiate  tbAt  the  qaedion  A^ould  he  left  to  the  free  aa<i  j^niaflnence^ 
fenfe  of  the  frtfli  Parliament. — The  HoAfe  Itnowi^how  he  kept 
tits  word.     The^fe  is  M  mher  indance  of  fucii  an  exertion  of  rnl- 
jDiftt^ri^l  iaftuenee  to  eomrooi  the  fut  ^ency  gf  Parliament.-*- 
"  '  H  2  Thit 
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'  A  pfofcriptidn   'iShtd  'from   the  Cadle    througV  thf?  fervarHs 
pf  the  Crown,  and  from  the  highcft  to  thploweft  ftati<)n  no  man 
Whodifapproved  this  meafure  could  keep  his  pifice  and  his  inte- 
grity.—Thin  is  the  free  and  uninfluenced  fenfe  of. Parliament  !— 
'  This  is  the  faith  of  Mr.  Pitt !  —A  foricir^d   pledge— :adi{ho- 
.  nored  fecurity  ! — Is  the  faith  of  the  noble  lord  on  the  Treafury 
.Bench,  an  additional  bondf---He  promifed  not"  to  revive   this 
ineafqre  unfefs  explicitly  called  f(>r  by  the  free  and  unbiaffed  fenfe 
of  the  Irifh  People^— -The  Houfe  knows  hovy  he  has  kept  his 
•  word.— I  arraign  not  the  noble  lord's  private  hpnqur.     I  am  by  • 

BO  means  difpofed  to  do  fo;  --I  prefume  there  are  two  fyftems 

.  of  morals  in  the  world,  one  for  politicianb>  and  one  for  other 

.  men.— Bnt  I  adjure  yoti  to  confjder  deeply  vyhether  you   will  Ije 

juftified  to  give  up  the  Conilitation  of  your  country,  and  the 

inheritance  of  your  poft^rity,  upon  fecurity  fuch  as  this? 

Allow  me  to  folicit  your  attention  to  the  (hallow  2|nd  ridicu- 
lous pretences  for  endavipg  theconptry.  We  h.^ye  heard  froip 
the  Government  fide  of  the  Houfe  to-night  of  nothing  but  the 
Kebellion  and  the  confpiracy  of  the  United  jrifhmen— What, 
Sir,  is  the  Parliament  to  be  excinguifhed,  and  the  gentry  dc* 
graded,  becaufe  the  Parliament  and  the  gentry  put  down  the 
Kebellion,  and  defeated  the  Confpiracy  J  —Are, the  gentry  to  be 
facriftced  to  the  rebels,  and  are  the  difaffe^tet)  to  be  at  la(l  con* 
ciliaced,  and  how  conciliated,  by  demoli(hing  the  Conllitution? 

If  the  fpirit  of  republican  innovatioi\  infected  a  part  of 

this  country,  is  it  to  be  bani(hed  by  rendering  the  country  a 
))rovincial  dcfpotifm  ?  Will  they  who  called  the  qonnexiofi 
flavery,  call  the  IJnioft  liberty?  Or  will  fhey  who  pretended  to 
reform  the  Conftittttion,  be  fuddenly  gratified  by  ^fcing  awaf 
^  the  only  popular  part  of  it?-^ye3.  Sir,  th^y.will  be  gratified; 
;they  are  gratified.— The  meafure  delights  tl^em  \^hofe  tendency 
ia»  to  divide  frojQi  each  other  thofe  Loyaliile,  whofe  unanimitf 
•was  the  bane  of  Rebellion,  a^d  whofe  divifion  wa$  its  onlf- 
hope.-^-The  Rebellion  br©ke  out  here-r-our  people  are  an  impe- 
tuous and  mercurial  people-^-it  did  not  breal:  out  in  £ngland 
«Qd  Scotland,  but  the  French  Confpiracy  had  takisn  there  th^ 
.deepeft  root — the  all-healing  Union  did  hot  protc^  Scotland 
from  it^  nor  did  the  wife ((  and  frctil  afifembly  upon  earth  proted 
Great  Britain  from  it ; — Look  at  the  reports  of  their  Secret 
Committees— look  at  their  State  Trials— obferve  their  United 
fritons,  and  Coirrefponding  Societies— -their  manufaduring 
pikes  at  Sheffiel<i  and  at  Birmingham — look  at  their  fufpen(io|i 
pf  the  Habeas  Corpus  A61— look  at  all  the  documents  of  a 
wide*fp reading  difaffedion,  and  tell  me  has  any  man  yet  pre- 
sumed to  rife  in  the  Britifli  Parliament,  and  propofe  the  extinc- 
tion of  that  afiembly  and  the  overthrow  Qf  the  C^nilitu^tion? 

'  .    r  ,  ■  \     •    ■   ,    i    .  /Or 
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Or  if,  at  a  fntore  day,  thefe  fiM$  of  f)angcr  (hbiild  mafare  into 
Rebellion,  and  that  that  Rebellion  be  put  down  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  £riti(h  Senate,  and  thq  valour  of  the  griiiflv  gentry, 
•will  any  man  be  foand  audacious,  enough,  or  will  even  the  no- 
Vie  lord  be  found  audacioos  enough,  to  carry  bjs  argAfneac 
acrofs  the  water,  to  rife  in  the  ljnp<rial  Senate^  and  |>roclaim-r 
There  ha^  been  a  ^onfpiracy,  there  has  be^n  a  Rebellion,  and 
therefore  Great  Britain  ihalj  no  longer  have  a  Parliament.  No, 
Sir,  there  is  no  connexi'^n  between  the  Union  anq  the  Rebellion, 
jtxcept  that  the  Rebellion  has  \f'eakeued  and  exhauded  us;  that 
we  have  loft  blood  in  defence  of  the  empire,  and  are  therefor^ 
^n  eafy  prey  for  thofe  who  wop  Id  enfla^e  us. 

Therjt  arc  other  pretences  for  ihis  innovation  equally  abfurd, 
but  while  I  call  it  an  innovation,  fiiffer  me  not  only  to  bbferve 
ppon  th^  danger  of  fetting  afloat  the  firft  princioles  of  politics 
in  an  age  of  Revolotiops,  but  to  remind  the  Houfc,  th^c  the  very 
Adminiftration  which  now  dejrotes  Ireland  to  the  mi  feries^  of  ex- 
periment, has  involved  thp  empire  in  t^ar  and  embarr^fTineoty^to 
ffiift  the  fpirit  of  innovation  every  where  elfe.  Innovation  in 
France  is  not  to  be  pardoned ;  the  blood  and  treafure  of  England 
^as  flowed  for  feven  years  to  puniQi  a  foreign  nation  who  pre- 
fumed  to  innovate,  and  thje  fame  Mioifter  now  lavifhe^  the  fame 
^reafurea  to  infiidl:  upon  Ireland  the  very  innervations  for  whicli 
he  wages  war  againft  France.  From  the  tirft  moment  of  tb^ 
French  war,  the  horror  of  innovation  has  been  the  Minifter'^ 
firft  principle.  Stare  decifii  and  non  quifta  movers  has  been  the 
cant  of  the  cabinet.  This  fentiment  has  been  able  to  refift  ev^rj 
improvement,  however  neceiTary,  and  to  pu(h  evjcry  abufe, 
however  odious.  This  fentiroent  lias  juftilied  Mr.  Pitt  in  fuf* 
pending*  if  not  deferring,  his  early  politics  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  This  fentiment  has  juftified  the  Noble  Lord  upon  the 
Trqafury  Bench  in  a  fimilar  apoftacy.  But  this  fentiment  when 
applied  tp  Ireland  becomes  heretical.  A  province  demands  a 
fiiffereqt  regimen ;  add  when  all  £urope  is  convulfed,  and  thei 
world  bleeci^  under  the  inflidions  of  l^evolutionary  change^ 
Ireland  is  condemned  tof^U  the  horrors  of  es^periment*  and  a 
Conftitqtion  uhich  has  lafted  one  hundred  years,  under  which 
the  nation  profpers,  and  which  the  nation  Joves,  is  in  a  ralh 
hour  to  be  levelled  with  the  duft,  to  gratify  that  Minifter,  who 
calls  himfelf  tl^e  enemy  of  innovation. 

Another  provoking  and  abfurd  pretence  for  this  ruinous  mea- 
furc  is>  that  it  is  for  ever  to  extinguifli  and  obliterate  religious 
(eads.  Could  this  be  fati$fa6torily  proved  to  me,  I  Ihould  be 
|he  Union's  firmeft  friend ;  1  lament,  I  abhor,  1  loathe,  religious 
giftindions:  they  have  been  the  only  fource  of  misfortune  in 
this  country  ;  and  to  accommodate  and  termioatq  the  mifchiefi 
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which  liave  fprung  from  |hem,  will  requii^,  and  I  hope  wi[| 
meet,  the  utmoft  wifdom  ^nd  the  dcepeft  totviicleration  of  Par- 
liamenc.     !6iu  for  God's  fake>  how  ii  an  Union  to  do  this?  One 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  La  To\}ch«)  ftrgt^s  that  trothiirg 
tjfe  can  extinguiOi  the  Catholic  cUims ;  Another  Hon.  Gentle^ 
man  (Mr.  Martin)  aflerts  that  in  no  other  cafe  can  the  CathoKc 
clainis  be  gratified !  Which  am  I  to  believe  \   Bow  is  tn  Union 
to  do  either?   How  is  it  to  do  both  ?    Will  Any  liberal  Catholic 
conlider  himfelf  exalted,  merely  becaufe  his  Proteftaftt  fdlow*. 
fobjetft  is  deprefled  ?   Or  wj)!  the  Proteftarit  Gentry  of  Ireland 
confent  that  itt  order  to   leave  nothing  for  the  Catholic  to  de- 
mand, there  fliall  be  nothing  left  for  them felv^s  to  enjoy  ?    UpOh 
this  fabje^l  my  own  fcntiments  are  fixed;    \  never  h&d  a  fecond 
opin'ion  ;  I  have  ever  coniidered  the  dafCfication  of  Initnkind  hf 
fe6ls,  and  the  exclufion  from  political  privileges  on  acc6iit)t  oip 
religious  opinions,  as  onphilofophkalj  impolitic^  immoral,  and 
unchriftian;  1  have  ever  confidcred  that  the  appiication  o{  the 
prindple  to  Ireland,   has  been  injurious  und  deftTw6t4vej   if  f- 
ever  had  doubted  it  before;  I  could  no  longer  doubt  it  now  ^  foir 
of  this  1  am  certain,  that  the  degrading  and  Iniole^t  proj^  ttow 
under  confideration,   could  never  have   been  proppfed  r6  txff 
but  to  a  di'vided  people.     The  idea  of  a  ProtciJant  garrrfon  in  \ 
Catholic  country,  has  always  revolted  my  and erfta tiding  and 
difgoftcd  my  feelings;  and  while  the^ Catholic  remaitied  un* 
emancipated,  I  have  confidcred  the  liberty  of  the  ppotcflant,  tike 
the  liberty  of  a  gaoler,  who  can  walk  abroad  when  be  turns  the 
key  on  his  prifoner,  but  who  lives  in  a  gaoL-    Sir,  while  I  thus 
profefs  my  adherence  and  devotion  to  the  principles  of  univerfal 
toleration  ^nd  Catholic  Emancipation,  I  do  not  forget  that  fom^ 
of  the  mofl  refpe^table  and  honourable  men  at  both  fides  of  the 
honfe,  entertain  different  fentiments.     But  who  is  to  arbitrate 
between  thefe  different  opinions  ?    Is  it  the  Irifh  Parliament^  whci 
know  the  country,  who  are  acquain^ted  with  islocal  interefts  and 
feelings;  who,  if  it  be  n^cefTary  to  emancipate,  know  the  feafoit 
und  the  degree  in  which  it  may  be  done?  and  if  it  be  hecefTar^ 
to  uphold  the  Eftabliflicd  Religio^n  in  its  exclafive  privileges, 
know  how  and  when  to  do  it;  or  is  this  delicate,  momeDtoas, 
complicated  concern,  to  be  delegated  to  the  gnardianibip  of 
Lord  Minto,  who  .makes  title  to  govern  the  cowotry  by  profefs* 
ing  that  he  knows  nothing  about  it?    if  we  ai^  to  embrace  an^ 
emancipate  our  Catboik  brethren,  iliall  it  be  faid  that  an  Irifh 
Parliament  which  has  already  relaxed  the  penai  laws  till  fcarce-^ 
ly  any  remain,  is  incapable  of  that  liberality  ?     And  if  it  benc-^ 
ceiTary  to  reje^  and  refufe  the  Catholic  claims,  who  is  it  that 
will  tell  the  Proteftant  Gentry  of  Ireland  here  afl*embled  in  Par- 
liament, that  they  are  incompetent  to  prpted  themfelves  ?   No^ 

an 


D    &    1    A    T    E    S.  6$ 

toUiiioii  IS  not  neceflary  to  do^tth/ir;  but  if  it  be  tn  conteia* 
lotion  to  inftame  the  two  fe.6t$  againil  each  other  for  the  pur«« 
}K>rcs  of  commoii  fabjugftcion,  if  fome  little  drrty  underhand 
bargain  is  to  be  driven  with  the  Catholic  Clergy ;  if  the  Protef* 
tant  intered  i&  to  be  fold  to  the  CstthoUc>  or  the  Catholic  to  the 
Proteil»nt ;  if  i«coD(i{ie»t  pronufes  are  to  be  held  out  to  eacU 
in  order  to  dea!  out  impartial  treachery  to  both  ;  thef^  indeed^ 
there  may  be  fome  connexioo  between  the  two  ideas;  and  as  the 
Rebellion  l^as  become  an  argument  fof  the  Uaion,  becaiifeit  has  ' 
weakened  os,  fo,re%i0a  becomes  an  argitmenc  for  the  Union 
becaufe  it  has  divided  u%, 

Howevety  Sir,  it  feems^  that  let  a  Legtflative  Unfion  be  whait 
it  may,  ParlianlieQt  nbiuft  coacede  it  to  the  importunities  of  an 
tKianimoni  people  who  clamour  for  its  accompliflinaRant.     The 

{leople  clamour  for  it,  we  a>re  told ;  they  are  as  imptaxient  as  a 
over,  though   the  Noble  Lord  is  coy,  reftrains  the  ardour  of 
their  addreifes,  and  cannot  be  pire^ailed  upon  to  fix  the  day  for 
another  fortnight,     ^las !  Sir,  1  ^H  never  coniaic  the  Cailte 
for  the  fentimeofs  of   the  people,  I   h»ve  never  known  tho 
Executive  GoternmenI  to  be  a  faithful  organ  of  public  opi«  * 
i)ion»  I  have  nerer  yet  known  the  Minifter  to,  fpeculate  upoit 
popular  fentimenty    that  be  was  not  raiftakcn*  and  that  the 
people  did  not  pay  very  dear  for  the  roiftake.    To  the  verf 
iaft  monient  of  the  American  war,  and  until  the  i^erv  hoar  in 
which  Govemoaent  was  obliged  to  abandon  that  ruiaous  and 
difgracefttl  coateil>  the  cry  and  cant  of  admioiftratioa  was  that 
ihe  property  and  chara6ker  of  America  was  loyal^  and   that  . 
Mr«  Waihington  was  at  the  head  of  a  few  fadious  defperace 
adventurers.    That  certainty  was  a  milhke,  and  a  coftly  miiUkcw 
Again^  the  other  dajr,  Mr.  Pitt  had  not  the  leaA  doubt  of  the 
loyal  detofion   of  the  people  of  Holland  to  the  caufe  of  the 
Scadtholder-^Governmeat  entertained  no  doubt  upon  the  po- 
pular fentiroent   in  Holland.    Thit  was   another  mi(lake»  a«d 
)he  Britidf  Minifter  has  been  undeceived  at  the  e^ pence,  as  I 
liear»  of  more  than  feven  millions  of  money,  and  the  irrepar- 
able lo£f  of  thoufands  of  brave  men.     And  yet  we  are  to  con* 
folt  the  Government  Oracle  in  order  to  learn  the  fenfe  of  the 
]rt(h  people  I  ! !    Much  reliance  L  find  is  placed  upon  the  ad- 
drefTes  and  the  ^natures  procured,    i  can  fcarcely  recommend 
it  to  Governtaent   to  rely,  too   much  upon  that;  the   whole 
proccfs  of  thofe  pratflices  is  well  known  and  underftoodt  and 
itier&  are   fads  capable  ,of  proof  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe 
which  would   leave,    if  brought   forward,  adminift ration  very 
huh  to  boaft  of '  upon   the  fcore  of  Addreffes.    Are  thefe  ad- 
^reiltfs   matter  of  fnrpri£e  to  any  one^    Does  it  excite  much 
allootfbatent  that  an  Executive  Governmeat  in  a  country  und^ 
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Martial  Law;  at  the  head  of  an  exte&fiire  Miniftertal  infl6edce4 
throogh  all  the  departments  of  the  State,  fhould  be  arble  to 
procure  a  few  thoufand*  iignatures  to  any  propofition  which 
they  choofe  to  have  fabfcribed  ?  I  (hould  confider  the  Noble 
Lord  a  bIoc|chead  (which  I  by  no  means  do)  if  at  the  head 
of  the  Army,  tht  Rcvenaej  the  Yeomanry,  and  the  Church, 
commahding  a  bofl  of  fortes  and  a  fqiiadron  of  Bidiops,  he 
liad  not  been  able  to  bring  forward  the  addrefTes  which  he 
plumes  himfelf  upon-> -while  the  Government  lafls,  the  Govern* 
ment  may  be  addrefled.  Jactiti  the  Second  the  night  or  two 
before  his  abdication  received  from  almoft  every  part  of  his 
dominions  loyal 'add feifes,  pfo'feffing  that  the, addreflers  would 
iland  by  him  with  the;r  lives  and  fortunes- --James  the  Second 
left  their  livec  and  fortunes  behiitd  him^^and  his  fncceiTor's  eftab^ 
lifhment  proclaimed  the  real  fenfe  of  the  EDglifh  nation.  So 
much  for  public  op^rnion. 

Let  me  adjure  the  Nobfe  Lord  io  weigh  well  and  coniider 
deeply   the  probable  pernaaiiency  of  i  m^afure  fo  tonduded ; 
let  me  implore  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  paffing  experience  of 
his  own  days,  and  of  the  indra^tion^  which  hiilory  may  afford 
bim,  and  when  he  (ets  volcanic  rchrolutions  defolating  the  face 
of  the  political  world,  the  firft  elementary  principles  of  fcciety 
loofening  and  diflfolving;  and  empires  not  built  upon  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  crumblinfg  into  duft>  let  him  contemplate  th^ 
iiwfol  change  which  he  is  about  tp  accomplifli»  and  coniider  the 
dreadful  refponfibility  he  incurs  to  hi^  fovereign,  by  exchangiikg 
the  affedions  of  a  loyal  nation  for  th^  reludant  obedience  of  a 
degrade4  and  defrauded  province.     Let  him  look  for  the  perma- 
nency of  this  tranfadtion,  fomethine  farther  than  to  the  vote  of 
the  night,  or  the  job  of  the  morning,  andlethim  have  fome  bet* 
ter  document  than  his  army  lift  for  the  affedxonsof  (he  people  ; 
let  hiiii  coniider  whether  pofterity  will  validate  this  z&,  if  they 
believe  that  the  Conilitution  of  their  anceftors  was  plundered 
by  force,  or  was  filched  by  pra^ice.     LtJ  him  before  it  be  too 
late,,  ferroufly  ponder,  whether  pofterity  will  validate  this  aft, 
^f  they  believe  that  the  bafeil  corruption  and  artifice  were  ex- 
icrted  to  promote  it,  that  all   the  worft  paflions  of  the  human 
heart  were  enlifted  into  the  fervice,  and  all  the  tnoft  depraved 
ingenuity  of  the  human  intellect  tortured  to  devife  new  cori- 
irivances  of  fraud.     1  do  not  fay  thofe  things  have  been — I 
fiate  hypoiheticallyi  and  ^(k  if  polierity  believe  fuch  things,  will 
they  validate  the  tranfadion  ?     If  they  believe  that  there  was 
foul  play  from  the  firft  moment  to  the  laft,   both  within  doors 
«nd  without,  that  the  rabble  were  appealed  to  from  the  Parlia- 
tnent,  and  debauched  or  intimidated  to  petition  againfl  the  Coq- 
^itution  of  their  country — if  they  believe  that  in  parliament 
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ilit  dffguA  of  th^  meafora  neotwithftanding  a  pporcHptidh.  wlhick . 
made  office  incompatible  with  l>oiior»  ftalned  the  Treafurj^  bench ; 
that  the   difgnft  of  the  meaiure.  broke  arunder  and  diAbciated 
fojxie  of  the  tendered  and  moil  delicate  connexions  of  human 
life,  that  the  nominal  ofiice^of  Efcbeator  of  Muniler  became  aii 
office  of  hoiloarable  compeimom^  and  after  the  Parliament  tvas> 
thus  red^iced,   that  the  IriQi  Commons  were  recruited  from  ^hc 
Engliih  Staff.     If  thty  were  to  beliere^  thofe  thinfs^  and  thai, 
human  frailty  and  haman  ncceflities  wtreia  praftifeo  upon,  that- 
tbb  private  (entimetlti  and  the  public  condud:  of /everal  coald 
not  be  reconciled,  and  that  where  the  Minider  could  inflo^ca 
twenty  votcsi  be  eould  wdt  coflAmand  one  henrkim  /-—I  fay  not, 
thv  thefe  thinos  are  fo,  bat  1  a(k  you  if  yo'or  pofterifyheliev^. 
thein  to  have  been  fo,  will  pofteri^y  validate  this  traiifa£liod^. 
or  will  they  feel  tbemfelves  bound  to  do  fd^?— •!  anfyyer^  whertl 
a  tranfa^lion,  though  fortified  by  fcycn-fold  form/  is  radicaUy 
fraudulent^  that  all  the  ibrma  and  foicnRnitiei  pf.  law  ar6  but  (6 
many   badges  of  the  fraud,  and  ,tbat   poftertty^  like  a  )^eat 
'  court  of  confcience,  will  pronounce  its  judgmeat**— let  me  noc. 
be  miAmderflood-->I  am  fuf<e  I  (hall  be  m'rfreprefented— odious 
as  this  meafort  is  ia  my  tyes^    aad  difgufting  to  my  feelings,  if 
I  fee  it  carried  by  the  frse  and  ftainfluenccd  feafe  of  the  Irifk 
Parliament,  I  (hall  not  only  defer  and  fubmit,  bu!  i  will  Qhcrer-^ 
fttlly  obey«    It  wiU  be  the  firfl  duty  ef  evi^ry  good  fubje(^. .  But 
fraad,  and  oppreffion,  aad  uaconftitmiooal  pra^tcei  may  po{^ 
ftbly  be  another  quefliion.    If  this  be  factions  language,  Lo^ 
Somers  was  f;i^iou$>  the  founders  of  the  Rev^nl^ioa  w^re  fac* 
tioas,  William  the  Third  was  an  of uf per,   and  tha.H.evo}uiion 
was  a  RebelHot).    For  what  did  Jamea  the   Seaond  lofe  hia 
Crown  ?  Can  tha  cafe  of  the,  fevcn  Biiluips  bf  eom]^rad  with 
the  cafa  of  Ireland  l-^A  Ihall  not  draw  the  pavaHel, 
*  I  have  too  long  troubled  yoir,  bat  before  I  ^f  down  l^t  me 
for  once  conjure  tkis  Hoofe^  to»  cpniidcv  whethe#  this  W  A> 
tranfadioa  ahogerber  dpoii  which  theyal^tf  willing  to  commit, 
themfelvesi  their  proptrties,  their  charaders»  and  their  <;hil({reB 
Let  me  conjure  fhem  to  weigh  that  qaefli^fv  weUi  if  privaui 
honour  and  pii-b(fc  virtue  be  not  a  dame,  and  if  c^ery  geiierooa 
feeling  be  not  banifhed  from  anoongft  i>»<     Wlveiff  is  tl>at  fpiria 
wl^ich  in  the  year  1782  fwelled  the  creil  and  glei i§ei  the  ciia^ 
racier  ol  Iri(h  gentry,   which  atchicved  liberty  idf  ypiir(elves^ 
and  extorted  jufllice  from  England,  and  admiration  from  £»• 
rope }     Is  it  fled  and  extinguiibed  for  etrer  ^     I  will  not  beliavtf 
it.     But  were  every  appeal  to  erery  thing  human  frui>tlefs  aod 
vatn^  1  would  invoke  that  Providence  which  even  in  twf  ihort 
life  has  fo  often  (iretchcd  his  proceding  arns  over  my  country 
— ^ill  my  fliort  lift  mf  co^Mitry  from  a  pr«rtnoci  haft  b<a&Qm«  a- 
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natioTi— has  been  protc6lcd  from  a  bloody  Refbdiion  aifd  rf 
formidable  Invasion,  and  has  feen  one  defperate  attempt  againfl 
her  Liberties  and  Conditu'tion  fru^rated  and  overtlxrown — i 
\frill  rely  on  God  to  fave  irelaod.' 

iMr.  Prendergast  followed  Mr.  Baihey  and  fupported  the 
other  fide  of  the  queftioiirf  He  took  an  extenfivc  view  of  the 
radical  defeats  in,  and  evil  confequenccs  flowing  from  the  pre-* 
fent  fubfiiVing  connexiony  whieh  thus  rifked  feparation.  A  mif<« 
fortune  to  Ireland,  and  the  empire,  not  otherwifeto  be  fafficiently 
pr^ eluded^  except  in  a  fair  and  fail  confolidation  of  the  Legifla-' 
tores. 
'  Mn  r.  M.  0*DoKEL.— *AlthOHgfa  man  is  an  imitative  ani* 
ifial,  yet  /  (lull  not  follow  the  exannpie  fet  me  this  night  t^y 
the  noble  Lord  and  his  //zw  frien^s^  vrho  have  introduced  pk^- 
fOnal  inveftvve  inftead  of  argument,  and  branded  with  the 
llamas  of/at^ion  and  trea/on,  thofe  who  have  honourably  come 
fbrward  to  fuppott  their  country,  ^or  my  part  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
Belong  to  no  fadion  oV  party,  I  am  unalterably  attached  to  my 
country,  and  a»I  hold  in  the  moil  fovereign  contempt  the  insi- 
nuations tield  out  by  the  noble  Lord  againft  this  fide  of  the 
ffoufe,  I  {ha4l  not  infinUnte^  but  treat  his  conduifl  as  a  Minifter  in 
that  free  manneir,  whieh  I  think  it  deferves^  and  which!  feel 
xnyfelf  not  only  entitled  but  called  on  to  do. 

When  lad  feffion  I  faw  the  noble'  Lordy  proftrate  before  this 
Houfe,  when  after  his  defeat  1  beheld  htm  begging  the  contiau- 
9oce  of  our  fupport ;  I  miftook  meannefs  for  contrition,  and  re- 
fufed  to  trample  on  the  fallen  enemy  t)f  my  country,  liay,  con« 
vinced^  of  his  frncerity  and  that  bis  promife  nnghc  be  relied  on, 
'I  gave  him  my  fupport.  But  what  has  been  his  condud  iince? 
iWing  every  means  of  corruption  to  debauch  the  morals  of  the 
people,  to  deftfoy  the  conftitution  oi  his  country ;  the  noble 
Lord  has  fought  for  confidence  in  order  to  hetray  it.  He  h>$' 
jfretendedto  public  virtue^  ta  give  efe£lual  ftrength.to  public 
vice,  and  he  has  alFixmed  the  name  of  patriot  for  tUe  particular 
parpofe  of  affafiina  ting  and  deftroying  the  liberties  and  conftitutioii 
df  his  country,  ^^^i^istheminifler!  and/A^r^  is  the  man.  If  this" 
night  I  fliall  talk  of  the  majefyafxYit  people,  the  noble  Lord  has  fet 
me  the  example,  he  has  appealed  from  the  fenfe  of  this  Houft^ 
to  the  very  drcgy  of  the  conamon^lty,  he  has  fent  into  the  very 
gaols 'for  fignatures  agaiuft  the  will  of  thisafiem  t>ly.  Ha4the 
noble  Lord  appealed  fairly  to  and  really  taken  the  fenfe  of  the 
ifation  on  tBis  great  q|^e0ion»  I  fhould  have  admired  f\ich  conduct-, 
but  he  has  not  done  fo.  He  knows  he  has  not.  Has  he,  a  repre- 
fentacive  of  one  of  the  mcft  populous  counties  of  this  kingdom, 
afked  the  fenfe  of  his  conilituents  ?  he  has  not.  Has  he  dared  to 
contradi^  the  atfertioa  thif  night  made  (o  you,  by  his' colleague 
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Pf  Aatllie. county  of  Do«im  a^e  to  a  man  agaii^ft  tbis  meifiire  ?'* 
lie  has  not.    What  th^n  does  this  political   monfter  mean  by 
jtiikiiig  the  fenfe  of  the  ^people?    it  has  been  &id  that  nineteen 
counties  have  called  for  the  difcnffion,  I  deny  it«  the  afTertion  is 
lalfe.  In  fome  cponties*  iodividuais  have  ;beeji  forced  Co  fign  re* 
folotions  fent  down  from  the  caftlei^     Po<^  t^e  noble  Lord  call 
Aich  the  fenfe  of  the  counties  ?  a  ifcingdorn  .under  martial  laM^, 
(herifF^  appointed  k^  themin>fter,  refwfi ng^o  convene  their  coun^ 
ities,  the  galiows  abd  the  gi$bet|  jh  each  ;narket  tQtvn,  jrefolo* 
tions  rcad^  printed  itod  a  pen  and  ink  and  ^aper  in  the  hand  of 
ibme  government  informer;  J^  it  eafy  to  refufjp  a  inan's  figijiatjurc 
for  fuch   perfuafive  arguf^ents  f  notwithtta.ndiiPgi  look  to  .th« 
Spirited  fenttments  which  are^J^tly  poured  i^  /rom  tbofe  yery 
counties;  fee  thofe  froti?  Arifiagh»  Limerick^  ^ipperacy»v  Lelr 
jtrini,  GiJway;  Roicommon,  Molii^ghanf  SJig6>  WeiQtmeAth,  &c, 
What  will  the  noble  Lord  fay,  has  W  the  fi?ni]»  pfthe  people  j 
In  t^e  county  of  Mayo»  (ignature»  wer^  procMfed,  t'n  many 
f nftances  the  names  bf  gentlemen  and  aftagiijtrates  b^ve  been  fee 
down  without  iheir  knowledg^^  a^d  the.  ^ne^  pf  ji^en  who  d^ 
not  refide  or  are  npt  known  in  that^countyi '  t  ft^ll  relate  ob4^ 
tnftance  to  ihew,  in  what  maooer^ffgnatuivs  kaveb^gen  proctir* 
€d.I  requeft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  while^I  ii^late  it|,  as  itf  is  of 
fome  confequencct  and  is  a  fa^t  which  i£a^  be  relied  op,     A 
RoHE^an  Catholic  Bifl^p»  whofe  comjiu^  was  of  that  ne(orioQ» 
ioatare,  while  the  French  and  rebels  t^'ere  in*  pcn/Teffion  ^(  th# 
(coanty,  that  I  liave  heard  the,  moS  hbdoufable  fndn  of  th<^ 
county  declarcy-no  loyal  man /would  fit  in  his  company,  am} 
over  whofe  guilty  head  the  iieayy  puniflimeats  pf  the  lavy  wero 
impending,  this  noted  rebel  figned  a  decliaratipn  in  favpr  pf  th^ 
Union,  and  proctired  the  iigh^tores  of  fohie  of  his  clergy  and 
pariihioners>  immediately  all  his  crimes  were  waihed  aw^y  aiid 
he  now  ftrufVfecure  even  ffom  profecutioa*  but  the  notoriety  of 
i^lsr^elHon  was  fo  great^  that  although  it  had  appeared  to  th« 
cfmrnii^onersfor  examining  claiois*  that  he  bad  furred  great 
aiM  heavy  loiTef,  yet  they  refufed  the  flighted  compenfation,  be* 
ipaufe  it  appeared  evident  that  he  had  been  a  difloyal  fubje^,  yet 
thisfliaa  ta  now  the  friend  and  fupporter  of  the.prefent  gq verxf*^ 

The  Gentlemen  qn  that  Bench,  pretend  to  laugh  at  and 
treat  |s  trifling,  the  idea  oi  bringing  proof  to  che  Bar  of  thif 
Houfe  of  the  public  delinquency  of  that  noble  Lord.  So  well 
they,  tuay,  .while  furrounded  by  fuch  creatures,  and  ihieided  by 
foch  numbers,  but  I  her<s  pledge  myfelf  to  this  Houfe,  that  if 
an  eq(|uiry  fhall  be  granted,  I  will  ptove  at  that  bar»  that  be 
has  attempted  to  corrupt  fome'  of  the  members  of  this  Uoiife, 
%xA  tiiit  he  li48  Jipplied  the  n^cAos,  placed  in  hia  handa  for  thr 
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4«rf€nct  and  prcfervation  cif  this  kingdoip,  fof  the  porpofo  6f 
dtilroying  it,  and  depriving  D8  of  opr  cpnftit«tion. 

Sir,  I  oppofc  this  sBeafure,  becaiiit  I  itt  it  roinpus  and  dif« 
graceful.  1  oppufe  it^  becaafe  I  )<now  the  foul  iil)oai»s  whiclihavc 
been  ipade  ufe  of  to  carry  it  into  effefl;  and  i  oppofe  it,  becaafe 
there  is  no  power  veiled  in  as  to  band  over  to  another  countrf 
ike  conftitution,  the  laws  and  the  liberties  of  Ireland.  I  do  af*. 
fert  Sir,  in  the  moftrwh-mii  manner,  that  this  Houfe  is  ir«j(coq:i- 
petent  to  do  th«  a£t,  and  that  fhouid  its  folljr^  its  ignorance; ^nd 
its  corruption,  influence  it  to  i^afs  fnch  a  bill,  that  bill  will  sot 
fee  binding  on  the  people ;  as  one,  i  (ball  never  fee]  it  binding  oa 
ine.  I  invoke  this  Houfe  lo  fvaufe  and  reiledl  on  the  certain  coo«> 
Ibqitences  ef  contininngto  fupportthe  minifter  in  this  meafnrey 
I'uiH  to  this  kingdom^  deftru^ion  to  the  cinpire ;  for  my  part  I 
beiieye  it  impoffiUe  ever  to  induce  me  to  raife  my  s^iftn  againft 
fbe  Brltilh  Crown,  but  I  can  never  chink  of  a  king  of  Ireland, 
Without  an  IHih  CDaftit4ition ;  and  if  Ireland  iliall  be  plundered 
of  her  Conftitation^  I  fliali  never  think  it  inenmbent  on  me  t9 
rifk  my  life  in  fopporft  of  a  King^  wJ^en  t^ere  will  be  no  Farli^ 
ififit/ refident,  and  no  Conftitution  to  dire6l. 

Mr.  CMvotNB  <oppofeif  the  amendment,  he  faid  that 
ivhen  early  in  the  la(t  feifion  a  motioti.of  a  fimilar  tendeo*- 
^y  and  natur^  Was  brought  forward^  the  good  fcnflp,  prudence 
aod  moderation  oi  the  Houfe  immediately  took  tlie  alarm,  tJke 
^{dependent  gentlemen  Aood  ak>of  from  party-^-they  refrained 
from  taking  the  teil  of  fadlion,  and  kept  theMfdvcs  free  to  faf 
dir^^^ed  at  a  future  period  by  the  inftruAions .  of  their  confttr 
faents  or  ihiir  own  c6rre£^ed  coAviftions.  He  l^id,  that  had  he 
a nfered  the  |ioufe,  and  had  not  heard  th^  amendment  r^ad»  he 
Wuld  have  fuppofed  that  the  queAien  of  dekate  was  on  the 
a)teraacive  af  Unn>«  or  reparation,  and  certainly  he  had  never 
heard  cloqaence  Qiore  ftrongly  exerted  towards  the  latter  objed: 
than  that  exercifed  by  an  honorable  genttennn  oppofite  to  him 
^Mr,  Buftke.)  He  could,  not  however  fee  for.  what  pnrpofe  fack 
snihute  and  perti^^aeious  enuuaeration  was  oYade  of  grievances 
and  evils  which  it  ftionld  be  tkeobjeidk  of  ^yery  patriot  mind  t^ 
forget  for  ever.  Qeatlemen  talked  much  of  the  ConiUtution 
of  1782,  but  what  was  that  Conditution?  what,  he  afked,  were 
Its  iokperial  ibndiofis  ?  Where  was  its  pow^r  of  deci£ea  in 
peace  or  war.^  Where  waa  the  refpanibility  of  governors  to 
fbe  Pariiainent  i  It  exifted  not.  Mr.  Oiborhe  next  glanced  at 
the  jeaiouiies  between  the  Parliaments^  of  Great  firitain  and 
Irciandy.and  this  injurious  cofltfaquenct^  to  the  £mpire,  Let> 
faid  Mr.  Ofberne^  the  Parliament  of  Irelaad  gtve  to  this  iaa- 
{MWtant  qneftion  a  fair  and  candid  inverftigatioa.  Let  the  mea- 
lure  be  laaet  witb  tbe  rcipa^t  which  it  dcferv^i^  aad  the  coot  da« 
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liberation  wlitch  wiTdom  prcfcribes,  and  tben^fliould  it  be  re* 
)t€tedp  it  will  fttleaft  be  fent  oui  of  this  Houfe  under  circumi- 
Hancet  which  will  prevent  it's  being  brought  into  it  ^^gaiu,  and 
will  give  to  the  votttcf  thi^affembly  ibc  faniflion  or  rcfledion. 

Mr.  Hardy  faid,  that  he  had  not  been  one  of  thole  gentle- 
men who  interrupted  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  in  fhe  courfe  of 
bis  fpeecfaj  for  thoogh  he  agreed  with  thofe  Gcntlenicnj  that  thp 
Right  Hon.  Baronet's  ftatement,  that  nineteen  counties  had  de- 
clared in  favour  of  a  Ui^ian,  waa  perfedly  incorred,  yet  he 
woiildy  for  the  fake  nf  argument^  admit  that  it  was  right,  and 
even  with  this  conceffion,  he  would  deny  that  thefc  declarations 
furntilied  any  foHd  ground  for  a  Union.  If  fuch  a  meafure  hacl 
not  the  moft  fully  clear.,  and -iioequivocal  fenfe  of  the  whole 
l^ingdom  in  its  favor»  it  would  be  more  than  prefumption,  it 
Would  be  folly  and  madnefs  in  minitlers  to  proceed  with  ii. 
The  fame  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  (aid,  that  if  any  perfon 
would  point  out  to  hinfi  in  what  refped  the  Union  would  be 
prejudicial  to  ]relai;id«  he  would  vote  againd  it.  <'  if,*'  conti- 
nued Mr.  Hardy»  **  he  is  notxonvinccd  by  all  that  has  been 
faid  and  written  already,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  attempt 
9ny  change  in  his  mode  of  thinking  on  this  fubjed;  but  1  can 
with  great. fafety  alTerti  that  if  he,  or  any  other  gentleman,  can 
fatisfy  my  mind,  that  this  meafure  would  be  beneficial  to  Ire- 
land, 1  ihould  not  oppofe  it*  But  what  argument  have  its, advo- 
cates brought  forward  in  its  fuppprt  ?  Not  the  femblance  of  one. 
Tbty  certainly  give  us  very  fine  words,  and  tell  us  that  theUnioa 
will  efed  great  matters;  hitt  how  it  can  effed  them,  no  ene  has 
ever  yet  proved.'* 

Mr.  Hardy  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  charges  of  fadion 
and  fedition,  as  applied  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral,  to  the  oppofidon,  and  faid  that  of  all  the  ilrange  aHertions 
which  were  made  by  the  oppofite  (ide,  this  was  the  moil  extraor- 
dinary. It  was  utterly  unfounded.  Gentlemen  were  charged 
with  inflammatory  fpeeches,  and  thofe  fpeeches  were  gravely 
faid  to  have  prodoced  the  late  rebellion,  or  to  have  been  in  a 
great  meafure  the  origin  of  it,  when  it  was  notorious  to  ail  Ire- 
land, that  the  leaders  in  thofe  diflurbances  particularly  deiired, 
and  exhorted  their  adherents  not  to  pay  the  Highted  attention  to 
what  was  going  on  in  Parliament.  This  was  their  language 
feveral  years  ago,  and  when  a  paper  was  fet  up  avowedly  under 
their  influence,  it  proceeded  exa£^ly  on  a  (imilar  principle,  and 
on  its  very  onfet  declared,  that  our  debates  were  beneath  its  no- 
tice, and  formed  no- part  whatever  of  the  plan  of  its  condu^ors. 
Tbisis  known,  I  believe,  to  all  who  bear  me,  aiui  yet  (his  charge 
ef  inflammatory  fpeeches  makes  up  mqre  than  one-half  of  what 
18  £aid  at  the  other  fide  in  favor  of  a  Union !  Ami  then  the  Right 
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Hon.  Gentleman  goes  on  to  tell  the  Hoafe,  what  favorites  we 
i%ere  of  Monf.  Humbert,  the  French  general,  that  he  charged 
his  To}diers  to  fpare  the  oppoHtion;  and  the  Gentleman  adds, 
that  ior  once  he  will  imitate  the  enemy,  and  like  him»  he  alfe 
will  fpare  the  oppofitioni    We  are  much  obliged  to  the  learned 
jGentleman,  yet,  if  on  another  vifit  o^  Monf.  Humbert  to  this 
country,  Ireland  Oionld   not  iSnd  him  a  more  formidable  anta* 
gonift  than  we  have  his  learned  irpitator  ojn  this  night,  [  thiols 
the  countfy  will  not  fuller  much,  and  the  oppoiition  may  fairly   ' 
take  its  chance  with  \he  reft  of  his  IVIajefty's  loving  fubjeas.— • 
A  noble  Lord  (Lord  Caftlereagh^  hasfaid,  that  the  oppofjtioa 
wifhes  to  take  advantage  of  the  abfence  of  feveral , members, 
and  to  carry  this  amendment  whilft  tbey  are  not  here.    Perhaps 
the  converfc  of  this  proportion  would  be  more  confonant  to  the 
fa6l,  and  that  it  is  the  Noble  Lord  wi|o  wiihes  to  take  advantage 
of  us,  and  to  avoid  the  difcuilion  of  any  quelHon,  till  he  gets 
thofe  Members  into  the  Hoiife,  who,  he  well  ki^ows,'  will  vot^  i 
as  he  do^s.    B'^t  all  this  is  mere  puerilitf .    A  great  queftion,  lik^ 
the  Union,  cannot,  and  mult  not,  depend  on  a  dozen  or  iixteea 
Placemen,     ft  muft  depend  on  the  genuine^  unliought  fenfe  of 
the  Parliament,  fpeaking  that  of  the  Country.     \  ki^ow  that  it 
is  given  oat,  that  the  Minift&r  will  pufh  thi^  bofinefs,  even  with 
a  majority  of  four,  or  live.  But  that  I  cannot  believe.    It  might 
be  agreeable  to  his  unbending  mind  to  do  {o^  but  it  is  utterly 
inconfiftent  with  his  fuperior  underftaoding.   Some  of  the  writ* 
moved  for  to-night  will  be   in  the  room  of  Qentlenoeo^  who 
have  accepted  places  at  the  Revenue  Board ;  refpedlable  mea  \ 
certainly,  but  who,  as  Commiflioners,  cannot  fit  in  chat  British 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  feet  of  which,  (if  a  flight  majority 
was  to*decide  the  queflion)  their  voices  alone  might  carry  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland.     No.     If.  the  affediions  of  the 
People  do  not  run  with  this  queftion,  every  thing  elfe  is  faiie 
and  hollow.    Away  with  all  manosuvring  and  trick.    The  Noble 
Lord   oppofes  the   Hon.   Baronet's  Amendment,  becaufe   the 
Houfe,  as  he  fays,  is  not  full  at  prefent.     And  why  is  it  not? — i 
He  himfelfcan   beft  anfwer  that  queftion.     His  dodlrine  is  ab« 
ftradlediy  right.     The  Houfe  ought  to  be  as  full  as  poffible*  But 
has  the  Noble  Lord  paid  much  attention  to  his  own  dodrine, 
who,  not  only  now,  but  during  all  the  lad  ^effion,  crowded 
eledlion  on  e)e<5lion  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  made  fo  many  vacan* 
cies,  that  leveral  places  rfemained  unreprefented,  over  and  over 
again,  fo  that  the  ele6tors  could  fcarcely  have  time  to  diAinguifh 
the  actual  member  from  bis  fucceifor.    If  fome  members  of  thiy 
Houfe  had  not  preferred  the  interefts  of  Ireland  to  their  owp 
emolument,  many  vacancies  could  not   have   been;  and  when 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  the  freedom  of  debate,   thofe 
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ilnembers  lire  removed  from  their  places,  fays  the  Noble  Lord, 
**  Oh,  wafit  for  a  fortnight,  till  you  have  the  advantage  of  a  ftfll 
and  free  debate  on  this  moft  interefting  of  all  queftions."  Jf  is 
true^  that  it  is  ufual  in  England,  on  a  great  change  of  meh  and 
rneafures,  when  there  muft  neceffarily  be  a  very  extenfivc  accep- 
tance of  offices,  for  an  adjournment  to'  take  place  ;  befides,  the 
inoft  important  part  of  the  Cabinet  may  be  compofed  of  fome 
tnembers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fo  that  til!  they  are  again 
returned,  public  buiinefs  mnll  neceffarily  be  at  a  iland.  Bat 
IS  that  the  cafe  here  ?  Has  there  been  any  change  of  men  and 
rneafures  ?  The  Unioft  has  not  been  abandoned,  and  Minif^ert 
remain  where  we  left  them.  The  objeftioo^  therefore  to  the 
Amendnieiit  oh  thrs  head,  fall  to  the  ground.  But,  fay  Gentle- 
hien,  there  is  no  neceflity  for  the  Amendment,  the  fenfc  of  the 
hatioif  is  now  decidedly  in  favour  of  a  Union.  This  too  I 
hever  can  believe.  1  am  fure,^f  it  were  true,  I  (hould  not  blame 
Mr.  Pitt  for  treating  os  with  the  contempt  we  defer vcd.—Fo/ 

^  What  could  be  expected  from,  or  what  reliance  placed  on  a  tern- 
J>er  fo  volatile  and  fo  uncertain?  In  1782,  rejoicing  at  the  ac- 
quirement of  a  new  Conflitution,  almofl  deifying  thofc  tvho  pro« 
moted  it,  and  in  iSoo  ^fcarcely  eighteen  years)  reje6ting  that 
f  ery  Conftitution  with  fcorn,  and  fubmitting  to  be  told  that  we 
ivere  idiots  Cor  rejoicing  af  it,  that  it  was  a  foolifh,  imperfedl 
i'ork,  and  why?  fiecabfe  there  have  been  a  French  war,  and 
a  French  invauon  fince  that  time,  as  if  there  had  been  no  war 
or  invafion  till  then,  and  there  has  been  a  rebellion,  which  \i 
iiowcxtinguiihed— by  whom?an  ImperialParliamenr.— No?  but 

i  by  your  own.  If  it  had  been  by  the  former,  there  would  have 
been  no  end  to  the  panegyrics  on  Mr.  Pitt's  wifdonrin.  having  the 
Union  ready  to  combdt  it,  and  that  nothing  elfe  could  have  com- 
bated It  efFeflualiy.  Since  the  Union  with  Scotland  two  rebel- 
lions have  taken  place  in  that  country,  and  it  \«ou!d  be  jofl  as 
good  reafoning ,  for  an  Englifh  Member  of  Parliament  to  pro- 
^fein  1746  diflblving  that  Union  on  account  of  tjiofe  two  re- 
bellions, as  it  is  here  to  propofe  A  Union  with  England  on  ac- 

I  count  of  one.  Rebellion  is  the  feverefl  of  national  calamities, 
fcut  if  a  legiflature  is  tovanifh  becaufe  there  has  been  rebellion, 
or  to  undergo  fome  great  change  on  every  great  difafter  in  po- 
litics, I  think,  that  if  the  war  lafts  much  lo.nger,  fome  of  the 
younger  part  of  the  Houfe,  may  before  they  die,  have  the  faiis- 
tadion  of  living  under  as  many  forms  of  Government  ass  the 
Abbe  Sieyes  has  done.  But  for  a  Parliament  to  extinguifk  a 
rebellion,  and  then  to  have  that  rebellion  urged  iis^&ne  of  the 
arcrumenis  for  their  own  extinftion,  is  furely  a  wbinrrfical  way  of 
treating  a  people,  not  yet  declared  out  of  their  fenfes  by  Aft  of 
Parliament— •'But,  fay  gentlemen,  look  a!  the  Addrefles.  I  have 
"       -      ^.      '  feeft 
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feen  many,  and  pafs  over  the  pantdminnicill  trick  of  filling  itp 
entire  news-papers  with  names,  many  refpe6lablc  I  dare  fay,  but 
whether  they  are,  or  not,  who  can  tell?     But  do  Mioifters  call 
upon  thcfe  numbers  to  contradift  and  overfhadow  Parliament  ? 
Jf  numbers  are  to  be  rt*forted  to,  the  Soman   Catholics  might 
out- number  all  thefe  numbers,  and  if  the  Union  is  to  be  fupi 
ported  on  that  multitudinous  ground,   fo  might  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic claims  to  feats  in  this  Hoafe  fome  years 'ago,  but  miniflers 
then  cried  out  againft  all  fuch  empiricifms,  in  politic*,  yet  the/ 
themfelves  now  eniibrace  all  theie  ,cmpiricifms,  and  have  rc- 
courfe  to  the  moft  diingerous  experiment  of  fetting  up  the  Peo- 
ple againft  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  HoiJfe  of  Com- 
mons again  ft  Jthe  People,  juft  as  it  fuits   their  own  particular 
purpofes*  The  Lord  Lieutenant  reprefents  the  Executive  power. 
What  would  the  Eoglifh  Houfe  of  Commons  fay,  if,  after  coni 
demning   a  meafurc  in  its  very  firft  approaches,  the  Secretary 
af  State  fhould  open  a  correfpondence  with  the  Eaft  and  Wefi 
North  and  South,  and  tell  thofe  various  correfpondents  in  his 
Majefly's  name,   that  he  was  highly  gratified  that  their  fenti- 
ments  coincided  with  bison  that  particular  meafiirc  which  their 
repreTcntatives  had  fo  condemned,  and  that  nothing  but  that 
condemned  meafare  could  fave  the  country.    Such  a  procedure- 
therefore,  here,  is  unamhorized  by  the  whole  tenor  of  pari ia- 
cnentary  ufage-in  England,  and  militating  againft  every  thin^ 
that  can  be  called  the  Englifli  conftitution. 

The  Nobie  Lord  has  not  entered  into  the  queflion  of  Union 
.  »or>  fhall  I  at  prefent ;   but  before  I  (it  down,  1  fhall  make 'one 
obfervation   on   what   has  fallen,  from   him.      He   fays,   that 
hU  Majeily,  and  the  two  Houfes  of  th^  Britifli   Parliament, 
firongly  recommend  this  meafure.    To  his  Majefty's  willitfs  I 
pay  every  deference  :    but,  as  the^Noblc  Lord  knows  as  well  as 
I  do,   bow  unconftitutional  it  is  to  make  ufe  of  his  name    I 
fay  no  more  on  that   point.     And   as  to   the  ^two  Houfes'  | 
think  that  they  are  midaken :  enlightened   as  they  are,  they 
do  not  know  this  country  as  we  do.     1  do  not  foiind  any  finif- 
ter  augury  on  the  recollection  ;  but  I  do  recoiled  the  time,  when 
jthe  Bricifli    Parliament    feemed  as  decided  in  the  fpeculative 
do^rine  that  they  might  tax  America,  as  they  now  feem  to  be 
th^t  th«  Irifei  Legiflature  fhould  be  incorporated  with  the  Bril 
tifli ;  but  lime  has  fhewn  how  eminently  pernicious  fuch  doc- 
trines were.  What  inference,  th6n,  muft  the  plained  underftaading 
draw  from  this  tioo  fatally  recorded  opinion  of  the  Bririfli  Pa* 
liament?    That  the   Irifti  Parliament  (hould  not  be  too  preci- 
pitant  in  acquiefcing  in  the  fcntiments  of  another,  merely  be- 
ca«fe  they  are  their  fentimenis,  and  that  both  kingdoms  fhould 
/or. ever  be  taught  by  it,  to  rejea:  all  theories,  arid  to  reft  upon 
experience. 

Mr, 


Mr.  A.  JlooftE*^— Whcrt  I  canrfe  into  ^h«  Hoiife  tftis  dsf^,  I 
cxpeded  to  hsfVe  heard  from  the  I^oble  Loti  and  his   colleague^ 
a  language  very  (Cfifercnt  from  that  tone  of  infult  and  authority 
whh  which  they,  have  commenced   the  feffion — indeed    I  could 
Icarcely  perfuade  ihyfelf  that  the  fame  men  in  whofc  handi  thcr 
laeafare  of  ah  Union  had  been  defeated  with  fo  much   difgrace 
fo  them,    and  fuch   fignal  ttiumph  to   this  Houfe  and  to  the 
coiidtry,  would   have  had  the  temerity  or  the  courage  id  meet 
the  fame  Parlranfifeiit  again  in  office,*  with  a  bold  avowal  of  thelf  v 
perfeverahce  in  that '  moft   abominable  'and  deftru^ivc   project. 
I  did  imagine  that'  inftead  of  intemperatcfy  declaring  againft  the* 
members  of  this  Houfe  and  charging  them  with  the  fouleft  mo-^ 
fives,  and  the  mioft  fadious  designs  ior^oing  their  duty  to  their 
king  and  country^  we  /hould  hs^ve  heard  the  Noble  Lofdind  hti 
afibcfates  in  power,  fuppKcating  in  humble  and  rtpentafnt  accents 
the  pardon  dtid  fbrgtvenefs  of  this  injured  country,  and  impl6ting 
the  reprefi^ntatives  of  the  people  to  overlook  their  traiifgrefiionff 
fn  the  fincerky  of  their  repentance^  Biit  inilcad  of  that   we  are* 
atfiaikd  with  abute-«*we  are  loaded  with  calumny — we  aire  defcrib^ 
ed  as  a  fadlon,  and  we  are  *  called  upon  by  the  Noble  Lord  tor 
wait  till  he  is 'prepared,  ^nd  he  promifes^you  that  in  a  fortnight 
he  will  attack  yot*  whcti  he   ihall  have  -fecured  a  majority,'''wherf 
the  farces  of  corruption  Ihall  be  cbmfiletcly  difcfplined-^wheh  the* ' 
})otgnard8  (haH  be  prepared  to  give  the  laft  mortal  blow  16  the  ex-- 
piling   Conftitution  of    our  country. — Will  the  Parliament  lio^ 
by  poftponing  their  decifion,  become  acceffary  in  the  guilt  of  th^ 
adminittrationi  and   thereby  enable   the  Noble  Lord  to  put  his 
threat   of    the   laft  feffion*  in  force,  ♦•  that  he  he^er  wduld  hfi 
Jighi  (jf  ike  mtajttte^^    or  will  y«ft  facrifice  the  dcareft  intercftj 
of  Ireland-  oo  the  altar  of  vanity  and  vain  glory/  in  ofdcr  that 
the  inoft  Noble  Marquis  who  prefidcs  over  the  Government  may 
dofe  his  long  and   honourable  military  6ar^cr  with  the  fplendia 
triumph  of  a  Legiflatiie  Union,  the  accotnpliftuient  of  which  hef 
has  declarod  io  fc  the  fole  remaining  6bje6^  of  his  political  folici- 
^udes,     Sir,'  I  will  i\oi  now  fatigue  the  Hoiifc  with  the  difcuffiorf 
of  the  queflion  of   Union,    becanfe   I  have   already  given  my 
opinion  upoYi-t|iat  fubje^t,  and  becabfe  this  Houfe   has  already^ 
wnequivocaHyreje^led  it — but  I    cannot    refrain  from    calling  ^ 
the  attcftti6h  of  the'  fioiife  io  tHe  wicked  and  qnconilitutional 
inttini  w4iJch  have   been  reforted  to,  in   ofdei:  to  impofid  uport 
the  country,   to  deftroy.  the    Parliament,'   and   to  overturn  thtj 
Conftitution,    means,  many  of  which  are  in  my  power  to  prpve 
at  that  Bar,  apd  all  of  which  are  univcrfally  known,  and   alrnoffi 
Openly  avoWeid, .  and  the  authors,  promoters^  and  perpetrator^ 
of  whichy  I  hopfe   yet  to  fee  brought  to    condign  puhtftmeht, 
judged  by  that  Parliament  which  they  have  attempted  to  anni- 
hilate, and  profccutcd  by  that  people  whom  they  ihcditated  to 
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enflavf.     Sir,  not  onlj;  the  opinion  and  fenfe  of  Parliament  i» 
fet  at  nought,  bat  their  pnvilf»ge8  and  forms  are  abu{ed*  and  de« 
nd«dy  the  rcfpc^t  paid  Xxyihefinfe  of  this  Houfe  is  to  be  fcen  ia 
tiic  repetition  of  a  meafure  but  a  few  months  fince  fully  difcuffed 
and  (bleainly  condemned  by  a  majorit]^  unbought  and  uninfluencedy 
the  refpe£i  paid  to  the  privileges'  of  this   Houfe  is  to  be  c;oUe£ied 
&om  the  decent  and  equkaUe  ufe  that  was  made  lail  year  of  the 
Efcheatorfhip»  and  that  will  no  doubt  be  made   of  it  this  yeas 
and  probably  this  tiight,  from  the  refpedful  manner  in  whivh  the 
Seffions    was  pot  an    end  to  laH  year^  and  from  the   avowal 
thsLt  has  been    made   this  night,    that  one  reafon    for  the   ex- 
tin£ticn  of  this  Parliament  is,  that«  individual  inf   it  hav«  been  ih 
the  habit  of  oenfuritig  the  Miaifter  of  England  and  bi»  meafurcsy 
yhich  imputation  by  the  way  is  not  fudalnvd  by  the  fad*.  Agaiii- 
Sir,  we  may  feel  the   refpe^i  that  is.  fhewn.  to  privileges  in  the 
ufe  that  is  made  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown,,   and  the  un« 
bounded  patronage  of    MiBtilers    to  overthrow  them,    in    the 
promifes  that  are  made,  inth^  places  that  are  given,    in  the  ho-* 
pours  and  promotions  that  are  lavifhed — if,  it  can  be  called  honour 
and  promotion  which  16-  atquifcd  by  fuch  meanfr— in  the  removal 
fr6m  office  of  able  and  honourable  men  and  ii^  the  fubftitution  of 
men  wbofe  fole  merit  is  their  2eal  for  this  degrading  meafure— 
can  thefe  and  the  other  innumerable  pra6^ice8  made  wk  of  to  ob- 
tain a  majority  in  favour  ^fan  Union   be  called  by  any'  mildecv 
cpithetS'than    thofe  of  bribery  and  corruption  ^     But^    Sir,  the 
means  made  of  to  carry  the  Union   are  not  confined  to  the  Par-* 
liamcjit — the  whole  nation  ha&  been  pradlifed  upon*.     How  have 
the   Sheriffs     been    appointld  I — How  have   Grand  Juries  beea 
in  many  phxes   feledcd  f — How  have  AddrefT^s  been  procured  ? 
*— By  what  means   have  ibme  counties  been  deceived,  and  other*' 
refufed  the  liberty  of  expreiiing  their  opimons  in  a  conflitutional 
iDanner?  What  has  been  the  ufe  which   has   been  made  of   the 
martial  law  bill  ?  Or  will  poilerity  or  even  the  cotemporary  peo- 
ple of  Em-ope  believe  that  Ireland  has-been  called  upoa  to  furren- 
der  her  Cooditutie^v,  while  fuch  a  law   was   in  force,    and  at^ed 
upon !>-a  law,  the  principle  of  which  is  better  calculated  to  flifle 
opinions  than  to.  rfpcefs  crimes,  and  to  promote  vathcr.than  ta 
corred  the  depravity  of  the  tinics.     But,  6b,.  rt.wio  feen,  that 
while  the  parliament  and  the  nation  continued  of  the  fame  opinion, 
there   could  be   no  hope   of  accomplifhing  the  meafure.     What 
was  to  be  then?  There  was  sk/affitiotu  fenfe  of  the  people^ to  be 
fet  up  againfl  the  reai  fenfe  of    their   reprefentatives :  and  that 
parliapoent,  which  while   it  was  fuppofcd  to  be  corrupt,,  was  af- 
ferted  to  be  omnipotent,   as  foon  as  it  proved  itfelF  to  be  virtuous 
was  appealed  from  wi^h  a  ftrong  implication  of  its  incompetence^ 
And  to  whom  was  the  appeal  made  ?    To  every  man  who  conld 
be  briWd^  feduced,    intimidated,,  or  puniihed— in   how  many  in^ 
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ftances  was  there  an  open^  fair  appeal  made  to  the  free^  ntibUifftd  -> 
ientiments  of  any  body  of  people  recognized  l>y  the  law  and 
conilitution,  aa  having  a  right  to  afiemble  and  declare  their  opini-* 
ons  upon  public  events  f  Well,  the  fignatures,  if  not  -the  ftMife  of 
iomt  thoiifands  of  people  out  of  fome  naillions,  are  procured  mi 
favour  of  the  Union — with  all  the  indiHlry  of  Adminif^ratiofi/  and 
ks  emiflariesy  they  have  been  able  to  do  no  more — and  how  havef 
the  great, najority  of  thefe  been  procured  ?  By  threats  «nd  ine<* 
nactt ;  by  terror  and  failfe  pretences  ;  by  forging  of  names ;  hy 
i^iesy  hirelings,  and  calumniators ;  by  dividing  the  people,  fet- 
ting  the  bndiord  againft  his  tenaQt«-^e  foldier  againil  the  citi^ 
zen — ^the  paftor  againft  his  flock — the  pareot  againft  his  child — 
fefi  agakift  {eA,  and  principle  againft  principle,  by  the  agency  of 
fekc  placematt  andexpeif^aitt,  by  the  influence  of  the  pude  and  the 
iword,  of  the  civil  magjfiratedind  the  military  magi^ratey  by  pn^t 
jnifes  never  intended  to  be  performed,  and  by  promifes  which  if 
perfonnedy  would  be  the  very  perfediion  of  political  criminality  ; 
HI  this  w^y  has  an  attempt  been  made  to  poll  the  people  againft 
the  fenfe  of  their  reprefentatives  ;  upon  the  foundation  of  thefe 
iignatures,  I  prefnme  it  is  that  the  noble  Lord  fays,  ;tkat  the  na-. 
iion  is  fdr  the  Umon,  and  upon  fuch  evidence  is  it,  that  our 
inoft  gracious  Sov.ereign,  and  ^  En^ifh  Parliament  and  People, 
4H'e  indoped  to  believe,  that  the  accompUfliment  of  the  m^afure  ia 
only  retarded  by  a  faf^ion  againft  the  ileafe  of  the  country— - 
would  to  God  the  whole  Britifh  nation  xzoiildltave  the  teftimoay 
of  their  own  eyes  and  ears,  for  the  afiua^  condition  and  fenti*- 
meats  of  this  country — they  would  fee  whether  thofe  who<6ppofe,. 
or  thofe  m4)o  fupport  the  Union  are  tlve  bcft  friends  to  the  i^on.- 
iiitution,  the  lft>erty,  and  the  tran<}uillky  even  of  their  own 
-country — Sir,  there  ]«ioneda&  of  nnen,  who,  I  do  not*he(itate 
to  fay,  have  contributed  even  as  much  as  Minifters,  to  diffiife  the 
fallacious  opinion  in  England,  tha^  this  country  will  be  fatisfied 
with  aa  Union,  I  mean  the  Abfentees,  and  ading  upon  that 
impreffion,  we  find  their  agents  making  the  g-reateft  efforts  to  ob- 
tain flgnatures  in  &vour  of  it  on  their  eftates,  and  what  have 
been  the  meant  in  many  inftances  pradiied  on  thefe  eftates  ?  to 
f  efufe  leafes  to  thofe  who  have  none,  to  ^hre^aten  t.o  call  for  the 
rent  to  the  hour ;  to  hold  the  terrora  -of  an  eje^ment  over  him 
who  hefitates  to  figu,  or  if  4e  cannot  w^ite,  to  lend  his  name 
to  refolations  calling  tot  the  furrender  of  that  which  is  the  fecu* 
rky  of  his  property — of  his  liberty— -of  his  life — Sir,  I  know  of 
nothing  which  ^rikes  tme  as  more  dangerous,  than  this  plan  of 
individual  iignatures — ^it  is  a  perfedly  republican  or  rather  revo« 
lutionary  proceeding,  and  feema  to  me  to  have  no  principle  ia 
our  Conftitution,  nor  any  precedent  in  our  hiftory  *to  }uftify  it 
— Buonaparte  has  Indeed  lately  given  us  an  example  of  it— he 
x^pened  feta  rf gifter  for  acceptance  and  non-acceptasce  of  his  new 
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Coii(litiitioa»  and  he  fent  it  to  the  departmeptt  for  thefrfe  affm$ 
i^ picfKOpie^ticndtd^nd  tnqft humbly  r^c9mmmd€dh^  xYttQommvt- 
nal. agents — the  o^cerf  of  the  cuA.onifi  and  e^ife-— ^he  tribusil 
bjfi^rs — ^h.c.  juftice»  .of  peace — the  troops  of  the  )if\e— and  the 
batkiiii^l  guards— I  confefiy  1  thii^l^  lyfr.Pitt  in  his  ztA  to  change 
the'Coa^uiitioh  of  Irdand^  has  not  been  bctiind  Puopap^rte  in 
th^  iinean^  and  the  infjLrun^eati  b;^  which  he  recomipends  his  Uiii- 
oa  io,  Hit  fret  adoption  oi  the  pepole,  nor   has  there  beei|  lefsof 
Ae  poaapi  and  ceremony^  and  ihew  .of  power  and  di^atiofi  ufcd 
|Q  prpcvre  favourable  fignatures  In  the  one  caie^  than  in  the  other 
nrribis  pjinciple  of  individual  %ain||[  of  n^tqcf  is  uncon((itutional 
iand  fallaciQus  in.  eirery   point  of  View-;— the   iigoature    (aioongft 
Khe  lower  ,  orders)  is  .upiverfally  pbt^ined  by  focr^t  i^i^P^^cc;  or 
)»y  falfc  reprefentation-<-it  is  not  the  refult  pf  fr^e  cpoi^unicatioa 
^f-of  luU  ijifcuffion— of  uninfli^eQced  judgment — \i^  \%  jinallied  .to 
public  feelingt  and  is  the  low  inftrument  of  politica}  intrigue?^ 
la  was  the  fylteni  of  the  United  Irithmeny  bMt  they  nnanaged  it 
tsrith  aaore  dexter ity-r-tiiey  too  b^d  their  r^fplutiopsi  a^d  canvaf- 
ied  the  country  underhand—- they  too  forged  n^mea — fpread  ca- 
lumnies i    and  falfe  pretences ;  threatened*.  nieiuced»  d^noiunced. 
aod  refdtted  toeyeiy  low  and  wieked  fneans,  to  obtaiin  proielytea 
to  their  iniquitous  caufe ;  they  too  had  their  fyftem  of  rewards 
had  punifhmeats;  their  fyAem  of  corruptipa  and  proA^riptfoa ; 
their  fyftetn  of  alarm  and  d^kifion  ;  .and  it  'i»  ^Qio^Ao^^t  that  ma^ 
iiy  of  the  naoil  diftinguiflied  agents  ia  tbfit  foul  and  atvocioua 
Gonfpiracy»  are  no^  aidively  employed  in  &rwarding  the  new 
projed  againil  the  liberties  of  Irdahds  and  have  pui;ci)afed  the 
ircmiifion  of  their  crimes,   by  thctr   9£al  tq  overthrow  or  under-* 
iaine  the  Coniiitution   of  their  country — tfiefe  are  feme  af  the 
ineans  aM  fom'e  of  the  inflruroents  made  ufe  of  to.  procure  a  co- 
lonrabje  fanditou  from  the  people  to  .for^e  the  ynion   upon  us, 
andthisis  called  th^  confent  of  the  aation.-r-If  th^  adminifii^ati-l 
on  wonld  wiih  to  damp  the  chara^er  of  honefty,  honour/ or  juf. 
tice  upon  the  proceeding  ;  if  they  wi(h  that  it  bould  be  perma- 
iient  and  irfeVotahle,  let  them,  td^e  the  fentiments  of  the  peo«» 
1^  upon  it  fully,  fairly,  aod  in  a  f^onftitutipnal  manner,     WiU 
they  fafiPer  county  meetings  to  be  called  by  the  Sheriifs,  and  allow 
them  to  be  held  ivitliiout  iotimidation  or  interri^ptioa,  and  with 
foU  notice  ?  Will  they,  repeal  the  .  martial  Ifiw   bill,  the  exiAeace 
of  which  is-iBcompatible  with  free  political  deliberaiic^n  ?  Or  will 
they  call  a  Parliament  ele&ed  by  the  oation  after  the  meafure  haa 
teen  promu^d,  and  when  every  member  mayhave  exprefs  or  im^ 
jplied authority  froR>  his  conllituents  to  decide,  upon  it  ^.If  ihey 
do,  the  validity  of  the  treaty  can  never  afterwards  be/  queftiooea 
~if  they  d^T  not,  it  never  can   be  fecure.     Siv,  the  attempt  to 
feparate  the   people  from  their  Representatives,   is  oOrtnconfide- 
ira^k  part  of  the  iniquity  which  charaSfiJiizes.  thia  proceeding, 
•  .   •-       ^  •     •  but 
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twt  the  y^kMp^b  it  pre-eiQineiit  w{ilch  would  tet  the  pfiOpk 
^igamft  each  othQr--Hror  what  purpofe  is  it.  that  the  Catholics  have 
beea  t^ncousaged  to  lay  afidc  all  (K>nfi4^°^^  ^^  ^'  Parliameatt 
to  which  thiey  owe  all  their  iminiuiitiet  which  the  jr  at  preftnt  en* 
joy,  and  %o  which  alone  they  can  look  for  their  coDtinuation  or 
cxtenfioni  .  to  what  end  is  it   thatpnunifea  are  madie  tq  them 
which  i^aoooi  he.^ver  fulfilled  ?  ai^it.  vyherefore  19  it  held  ou^  as  a 
,  boAiit  £6r  ihem  IQ  defer  the  iDterefli.  of  the  country  uppn  thia 
great  qyeftion*    that  they  are  to  be  adipitted  fsrifqffu  with  the 
Proteftanta  intQ  the  Umted  Parliameat,   or  I  might  call  it  the 
Padiavicnt;  (of  Great  £ritaio9  for  to  aU  intents  and.purpofes  it 
would  ftill  be  fof  A#  a  pro^.that  fnch  proroifea  have  been  aImofl> 
XMdt  in  dined  ternas*  X  refer  to  the  pamphlet  firft  written  on  |he 
{id3je£tt>f  the  Union  laft  year,  and  circulated  with  fo  much  induf* 
try,     Ab  a  proof  thtt  a  participating  of  the  privilege  of  fitting 
in  the  United  Parliainent  ha^  been  moft  frequently  and  artfully 
ijifiauatedf  I  refer  to  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt,  upon   laying  tl^e. 
refolu^Ions  [6r  the  Union  before  the .  Englifh  Houfe  of  ,Coi^«- 
mona,  where  fpeaking  of  the  **  full  conceQions"  which  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  iatisfy  the  Catholics,  he  fap,  *^  {low  fooa  or  how  late 
*f  it  may  be  proper  to  difcufs  the  nature  and  propriety  of  thofc 
^f,  coaceiSoQ9»  muft  depend  uppn  two  circumdances — Firft,  when 
V  the  conduft  oC  the  Catholic^  (hall  be  fuoh  as  to  make,  it  fafe 
't,£or  the  Government  to  admit,  them  to  a  participation  of  the 
<^  privileges  granted  to  thofe  of  the    Eftabliihed    Church*  and 
^f  when  the  tjemper  of  the  tim^s  (hall  be  favourable  to  the  mea- 
^*  fiirq;  when  the(e  events  take  ]^ce,  it  is  obvious  that  fuch  a 
<<  queftipn  ijaay  be  agitated  in  the  United  Parliaments  with  much 
**  greater  frfety,  which  might  endanger  the  fecurity  and  ihake 
f*  the  Government  of  Ireland  in  its  feparate  ftate." — I  believe 
no  man  will  difpute  with  me  that  the  moft  important  of    the 
**  (jiU  conceffions"  which  Mr.  Pitt  means  is  the  privilege  /of  (it* 
ting  in  Parliaments  and  if  any  njian  wifhes  to  k|iow  how  far  the 
fapae  gentleman  thinks  the  adn^iflipn  of  perfons  into  the  Englifh 
Senate*  profeifing  any  other  than  the  eftabli(hed  religioui .  is  ei** 
ther  iiinconftitutional  or  pra^icable^  he  wijl  fiiHl  his .  fe.ntiments  re<* 
P9.r4ed  in.  the  debates  oh  the  motions  for  the  repeal  of  the  Teil: 
and  Cprpoiration  A^8«     If  it  wanted  any  additional  authority 
to  Qiew  that  Catholics,  even  thofe  refiding  in  England,  can  ne- 
ver be  admitted  into  the  Parliament  of  that  country,  confiftemly 
with  the  Law  and  Conftiuition,  I  would  quote  that  of  a  noble 
apd  .lea<rned  Lord,  the  Lord  Chantellor  of  Ireland,,  who  on  the 
motion  made  by  Lord  Moira,  in  the  Hoofe  of  Lords  of  Irel^^nd 
the  x^th of  February,  1798,  is  faid  to  h^e  uCed  thefe  words: 
(J  cite  them  from  an  edition  printed  by  anthotity)    **  Upon  the 
**  fubje&  of  emancipation  will  the  noble  Lord  allow  me  to  make 
^^  a,?ery  earaeft  frequeft  of  Jj^qi  i  i^nd  |f  be  wjU  indulge  me  in  it,'l 
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•*  (hall  really  acknowledge  myfelf  deeply  inde;bted  te  ti«fl*«— WM 
<*  the  noble  Lord  have  tibe  goodnefs  on  hi&  return  to  England  to 
«*  oblige  me  by  propofing  a  repeal  of  the  Teft  and  Corporation 
•*  Law«,  and  the  Ad  of  Supremacy,  in  the  Briti(h  Hou(e  of 
^  Lords.  I  am  pretty  confident  i  the  noble  Lord  will  not  grant 
<*  me  this  requeft,  and  he  will  n6t  grant  it  becaufe  h^  knows  that 
**  if  he  were  to  make  fuch  a  piropofition  ther«j  he  would  ibon 
V  learn  that  it  is  treafon  to  ihe  Britifh  Gonftifutlon  i  he  wottid 
**  there  be  taught  to  knoir  that  the  Heuf^  of  Stewart  was  €X- 
««  pelled  the  Britilh  throne  for  a  fimilar  attempt;  and  that  any 
**  man  who  ihoM  dare  to  propofe  fuch  a  repeal  in  the  Britiih 
**  Parliament,  did,  by  the  propofition,  condemn  the  title  of 
"  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  our  Monarch  to  the  Britifti  throne. 
**  If  the  noble  Lord  were  to  talk  of  repealing  the  Teft  Laws 
<<  and  the  A&,  of  Supremacy  in  Great  Britain  by  way  of  concilia- 
*<  tion,  he  would  be  told  that  he  retailed  the  fullome  cant  of 
*•  James's  memorable  deckratton  for  liberty  of  eorifcieuce,  and  I 
^  wifh  the  noble  Lord  to  read  that  famous  proclamation,  in 
^  which  he  will  find  the  ftale  and  fiimfy  pretext  of  conciliating 
**  and  unitifig  men  cf  all  religious' perfuafions,  in  laipport  of  Go- 
**  verniinent  and  the  CSonftitution^  heldoutto  the  people  of  Eng- 
*«  land  by  that  deluded  bigot,  to  reconcile  them  to  the  introdHC- 
^  tion  of  Papifts  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  jato  the 
<^  effident  offices  of  the  State,  civil  and  military.'*  And  yet  the 
Catholics  are  now  to  be  deluded  to  allift  in  the  deftrudion  of  the 
Parliament  of  their  own  country,  under  (he  deceitlul  expedation 
^of  acquiring  the  privHege  of  fitting  in  the  Parliament  of  ano-* 
ther,  and  fo,  far  has  the  deception  hitherto  fucceedi^d,  that  m$nf' 
of  them  in  their  refolutio^^  for  an  Union,  have  made  the  acquifi-' 
tion  of  that  priviltge^thc  very  condition  Qpon  which  they  fupport ' 
the  meafare ;  and  in  particular  the  Catholics  of  Waterford  have 
slmoft  in  exprefa  terms  urged  their  hope  of  attaining  further  ad-' 
vantages  from  the  United  Parliament,  and  yet  it  is  well  worthy 
of  obfervacion,  that  in  no  one  of  the  official  anfwers  to  addref- 
fcs  where  fuch  a  demand  has  been  made,  or  infinuated,  haa  been 
there  a  fingle  word  faid  upon  the  fubje^. — But  perhaps  the  noble 
Lord  wi!l  noiv  put  an  end  to  all  ambiguity  and  doubt  upon  the 
Catholic  fubjedt. — Are  they  to  be  admitted  into  the  Britilfa  Par- 
liament or  not,  in  cafe  of  an  Union  ?  Has  the  noble  Lord  au- 
thon'ty  to  fay  they  will?  If  they  fupport  his  Union,  will  he' 
make  their  emancipation,  as  it  it  called,  part  of  the  treaty  ^  Will 
he  now  engage  beiore  this  Parliament,  that  the  Catholics  oi  Ire. 
knd  fiiall  be  admitted  into  the  United  Legifiature  ?  Or  can  he 
engage  for  that  which  I  have  (hewn  would  be  confidered  as  treafon 
againft  the  Britifh  Conflitution  ?  He  cannot  niake  fuch  an  engage- 
ment ;  his  filence  (hews  he  cannot.  Will  the  Catholics  now  fee 
that  their  only  hope  is  in  their  own  natif e  parliamenty  and  that' 
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the  preteittc  of  cinancipation  in  tbat  of  Great  Britain,  ii  but  « 

ftalking-horfe  CO  deceive  thero,  and  a  naaik  to  conceal  theconfpi- 
racy  which  is  formed  ag^inft  the  liberties  of  the  whole  people  of 
Irdand  ^  Thefe,  Sir,  are  aaVnutneratio»  of  fome  of  the  mgatu 
|hat  have  been  employed  to  facilitate  the  proje^ed  Union^  and 
who  that  beai%  them,  an4  feels  for  his  country,  but  muH  exclaim 
with  the  Roman  orator— >i)ii  ff}fiR0r/4ii!fx  uhmam  gentium  fumtn  F 
fuam  rempublicam  hahemus  f    in  qua  urhe  vivimus  P    hiCf  Iky  Jvnt 
in  n^ro  fiunuro,  pstres  c^nfcripti  j  ,  in  hoc  9rbit  terra  fanSypm^ 
^raviffimoque  conciUo,  qui  de  nuQ  noftrumque  omnium  interitu^  qui  Je 
kujm  urhijf  alque  ade$  orbis  terrdrum  exiiio  eogitent*    We  are  told,. 
Sir,  that  this  Union  will  bring  gr^at  advantages  to  Ireland — 
EngjiUh  habits^    wealth,    indulkry,    commerce,    and  confeqaent 
profpcrity  are  to  flow  from  it-^the  Hon.  Bart,  who  moved  the 
amendment,  has  (hewn  with  great  perfpicuity,  that  the  benefits  to 
be  expeded  are, at  beft  but  problematical,  whereas  the  lofles' to'be 
incurred  are  little  fhort  of  certain.— Did  we  obtain,  our  prefent 
advantages  by  being  fubje€l  to  the  EngUfli  LegiflatuTe  ?    Does 
not  the  hiil<My  of  our  coontry  prove  that  our  depreflion  and  ml- 
fery  have  been  in  proportion  ^o  the  afcendancy  of  the  Britidk 
Parliament  over  us,  and  that  our  profperity  and  wealth  have  en* 
creafed  beyond  all  example  itnce  the  period  of  our  emancipation 
from  the  preffure  of  its  fupremacy  and  controuU— What  fecurity 
can  any  earUUy  pontra6l  give  us  that  in  the  new  ilate  of  things 
the  Parlian;Mnt  of  England  will  be  more  liberal  to  us  than  it  was 
before  1 78 2.  ^r- Will  that  ParUament  which  wav  if  Qot  cruel,  at 
kaft  unkind  „  to  us»  when  its  authority  was  but  remote   and  in- 
complete,   be  more  mild  and  merciful  when   we  fliall  be  bound 
hand,  and  foot,   and  .enchained  at  her  feet  ?-^oes  power  amelio- 
rate the  heart. of   man? — Or  are  nations  lefs  ipercenary^    Jefs 
felfifti,  lefs  tyrannical,    than  individuals,    when   they  have   the 
means  and  the  opportunity  of  being  fo  ?-«-l  know  there  are  fome 
who  think  that  by  this>  meafure  we  (hall  fecure  the  quiet  of  the 
country;  does  any  man  think  that  fuch^a  nation  as  this,  will  be 
contented  without  its  refident  Parliament  I — without  a  j^ufl  rcprt- 
fentation  in  the  United  Senate— ^without  z  Gentry-^without  its 
Liberty-H'^ith  increafed  burthens,  and  decreafed  ability  to  bear 
them— "-with  dimini{hed  population,  aud   amplified  fources  of  diiV 
content*t-with  a  deferted  capital,  and   an  uninhabited  country-^* 
will  this  order  of  things  bring  us  internal  quiet  ?  Yes — the  quiet 
of  enforced  fubmiilion-^the  tepofe  of  ilavery — the  tranquillity  of 
dcath^-th«:  peace  of  the  grave— ^ when  no  voice  (hall  be  raifed  to 
vindicate  the  wrongs  of  Ireland— when  no  arm  fhall  be  left  to 
ftruggle  againft  opprefiion!-— when   the  pride,  and  the  energies, 
and  the  People  of  this  ifland,  ihaU  have  been  buried  under  the- 
ruins   of   the   Conftitution.      I   mud,  however,   fay,  Sfr,  that 
though  the  advantages  of  the  propofed  Union,  are  not   vifible 
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to  my  inte!k£i»  the  diiadyantaged  of  it  \rt  mdft  liiaAvfeSlf  obv?-*' 
ot»-^the  detail  of  the  calami ttea  which  fttch  a  fyft^  #ouId  en-^ 
tail  upon  our  couotryi  hasl^een'  fo   often  made/- that  t  ifhail  iKMf 
now  dwell  upon  them  ;  it  is  enough  for  me  to  (stj  what  t  am  iatia»> 
fied  would  be  the  rerttlt--^tbat  the  Union  would  bei    in  tb^  fii^ 
place,  dcftru^ive  of  the   ConftitBtion^  which  ia  the  birth-rigb* 
of  the  Irifti  Peopk,  and  in  the  next  place,  ftfbvtrfire  of  «he  po« 
pular  balance  of  the  Englifh  Govemnoeitty  which  is  the  U^taitf 
of  EngKfti  Liberty —that  it  would  deftroy  one  PsHrlkment,  bm  t» 
corrupt  the  other — ^that  Ireland  wodd  be  governed  by  tb^  fwMtl 
— and  Enghind  become  the  ttdim  of  her  own  bfurpaltoaK^asid 
that  while  the  empire,  inftead  of  acquiring  ftrength,  wottllT  c6i^ 
tra^   weaknefs  by  fueh  a  rcToIntion  ;    the  j^iri!,    this  nerttiy 
f he  bones,  the  knarrow,  the  heartVblodd,    or  this  our.  €6ttptry 
(to  ufe  the  wordd  of  Mr.   Sheridafn,  fpeaking  of  the  defigns  of 
France  uport   England)  would  be  exhaufted  atrd  confumed  m* 
maiiHaioing  the- declining  glory  of  an  ungrateful  and  ungenerdu* 
friend.  •  Thefe,  Sir,  are  my  (entimehts  as  to  the  in^»fiire  aifNltte 
means.     I  fee  no  remaining  head  of   obfertation,.  but  the-fw^' 
who  are  the  ipflrumentt  of  thrs  ttioft  difaftrotis  ^rejeA  ^-^^fld  we' 
have  been  called  upon  againft  the  inYpulfe  of  fcel^jg^  ami  the  con^ 
dufionsof  intelleft,  to  give  the  Noble  Lord  credit  for  the  wif- 
dom^and  liberality  of  his  plan — ^but  I  beg  to  know  upon  what 
prefumption'it  is^  that  the  Nol^e  Lord  is  to  be  confidered  as  ttn^ 
derftanditig  the  Intercfts  bf  this  cpuntry,  better  than"  any  othei^ 
man— are  m^npoffcfFcd  of  the  dclufive  opinioB-,  that  ex|^rienoe 
it  not  the  cc^m^afi'  by  which  a  ftatd^an  fhould'  fteer-'^-o^  will 
they  perftiade  thcmfelves  (i<  I  prefimfttc  he  has  pt^rfuadcd  himfel^) 
that  thei^  fs  a  ray  of  diVine'wticfonii,  a  lumiitonfs  intuition,  ^i veil 
to  thia  young  man,  to  remedy  the  natural  deficiency  of  youth,: 
and  to'fupply  the  experience  of  more  adult  ycarst-^there  k^  in- 
deed, a  certain  degree  of  confidence  due  from  the  people  to  thofe 
who  are  fet  m  amhof  it^  over  them,  but  carrrid  tod  far,  thttt  don- 
fidcncemay  be  miferably  fata^— -are  the  prefent  Mirtift'fy*  iiiitilfkdf 
to  that  cotiftdcnce — ^a  Miniilry  compofed  of  naeii,  whofe  t^lentif 
do  not  rife  above  tlrt  regions  of  mediocrity,  who  afre'hoftilebe^ 
yondallex  ample  to  the  longevity  of  foritier  fyftcmv,  'affdBKndly 
devoted  to  experiment  and  innovation  j--^ct'  eqnaliy^tinfoH^nnite  int 
.iertotiftrating  the  utility  of  their  new  ^aforea,  a^- 6lmihal  itf 
the  deiJru6tion  of- the  old^a  Miriiftty  who  would  i^ft  the  af^ 
fiftancc  of  any  man  of  real  talents,  who.  would  dafrd  to  ilflcrt  thcf  . 
liberty  of  his  country  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Vieeroy-p-a'  Miniftry 
tompofed  of  the  fhreds  ahd  remna^its  of  every  faction,  and  of 
tfaofe  undiftinguifhed  expletives  who|trere  hithVrtd  thought  too  in^ 
capable,  or  too  infinccrey  ot  too  60Wopt  ta  hivt  the  confidence  of 
.  '  -     any 
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aoy ' party— *a  Miniftry  whofe  pablic  principles  admit  as  much  va- 
tiety  as  their  pcrfonal  features}  hut  who  are  alike  however,  in  the 
want  of  ability  and  knowledge,  in  their  devotion  to  corruption, 
and  in  their  hoftility  to  the  Conditution.  Such  is  th^  Miniilry, 
which  has  boldly  a vovred  its  determination  to  perfeverc  in  a  mea- 
furc  which  is  the  very  fummtt  ^d  perfe^^ion  of  human  wickednefs,' 
to  impofe  the  yoke  of  flavery  upon  the  neck  of  a  free  people — 
-not  the  flavery  of  conqueft,  not  the  flavery  of  defpotlfm^  not  the 
flavery  of  ariftooratic  tyranny,  or  democratic  phren fy,  but  the 
woril  of  all  flavery,  the  flavery  of  corruption.  Sir,  I  have  no 
^eiitatioQ  to  fay,  that  if  they  carry  the  mcafure  under  all  thec|r- 
cumftancet  which  I  have  ilated  and  obferved  upofi,  it  will  be  a. 
robbery,  and  not  a  treaty  ;  an  a€i  of  conilraint  and  violence,  not 
of^compa6band  volttion^  a  conqueli,  /not  a  Uiiion — a  Union  up- 
tyn  fuch  principles,  and  arcompliflied  by  fuch  jneans^  Policy  never 
-can  require-«~Juftice  never  can  fan^fy— Wifdom  never  can  ap» 
prove — Patriotifm  never  can  reconcile — Time  never  can  cement 
— and  Force  never  can  eftabli(h — li  might  be  a  Union  for  a  few- 
days,  a  few  months 4  perhaps  for  a  few  yests;  but  it  would  be 
followed  with  ages  of  ill-blood,  generations  of  hoftility^  centu- 
ries of  conteit  and  defolation,  and  mifery  to  this  ifland  to  all 
eternity — it  would  be  an  Union  founded  on  the  violation  of  pub- 
lic faith,  ereded  on  national  degradation!  equally  fubverfive  of 
the  moral,  phyfical,  and  political  .fitnefs  of  things,  and  equally 
•pdlous  and  abomiQable  in  the  light  of  God  and  Man, 

Sir  Bo  VLB  Roche  ^rofefled  himfclf  as  warm  an  advocate  for 
it— ^nd  declared  that  it  alone  was  calciilated  in  his  mind,  to  fave 
Ireland,  and  fecure  the  Britifh  Empire. 

Sir  Jo'hn  Parne<ll  obfcrved,  that  the  Minifter,  inftead  of  dif- 
iCuiSng  the  propofcd  Amendment,  charged  fome-of  the  roctpbcrs 
of  the  Oppofition  with  having  been  the  promoters  of  diflurbance 
and  of  tepara.tion  from  Great  Britain.  That  it  was  was  to  prevent 
thofe  difturbauces  and  fuch  feparation,  .that  he  fupported  the* 
Amendment. — That  being  attached  to  his  Sovereign  and  to  the 
3->itifii  Connexion,  he  would  oppofe  all  meafures  tending  to  alter 
•the  Conftitution^  whether  they  came  Jrom  the  fide  of  the  Minifter, 
or  from  any  other  defcrlption  of  them.  He  defired  to  know 
whether  difcouRtenancing  loyalty,  and  baniihing  the  landlord  from 
his  refidence  did  not  remove  that  controul,  which  hitherto  had 
fapprefied  rebellion.  That  this  v^di&  the  cafe,  he  appc3led  to  ex- 
perience. A  nobleman  of  the  firft  property  had  already  fold  his 
,<ftatey  apd  c[uit  the  cou^Jtry,  and  fo  great  was  the  quantity  of 
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money  dally  fcnt  to  England  from  tlie  mcafure  of  an  Union,  that 
the  courfeof  exchange  had  been  a  long  time  at  15  per  cent,  not- 
withilanding  there  had  been  a  loan  to  Ireland  to  the  amount  of 
two  millions,  which  mud  have  confiderably  lowered  the  exchange, 
but  for  the  circumflances  he  had  ftated.  Many  of  the  official 
chara6ler3  whom  he  addreffed,  had  already  taken  houfes  in 
England,  and  would  add  to  the  number  of  abfeqtees  who  would 
drain  the  country  of  all  its  circulating  oafh. 

The  Minifter  afked  time  for  the  difcufiion  of  the  meafure,  but 
his  real  obje£l  h  only  delay,  to  purfue  the  fame  meafures  he  has 
for  fome  time  adopted.  He  has  removed  from  office  every  man 
who  took  one  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  replaced  them  by  othera 
of  an  oppofite  opinion.  Any  perfon  who  fuppofes  fuch  condu^ 
has  been  adopted  in  order  to  influence  their  conduct  as  niembers  of 
Parliament,  will  withhold  from  hfm  the  delay  which  he  folicits« 
He  did  not  ccnfiire  him  for  his  removing  inen  in  high  fituation 
from  office,  but  when  thofe  filling  the  lower  (ituations  are  difmiffed,  ^ 

no  one  can  doubt  the  tendency  of  fuch  meafures  ;  that  it  was  o^ing 
to  fuch  means  that  the  Minifter  ventured  ta  a^  in  defiance  of 
the  fenfe  of  Parliament.  That  he  had  brought  forward  the 
meafure  by  mifreprefenting  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  experienco 
hadiproved  ;  that  he  had  been  deceived  as  to  the  fenfe  of  Parliament 
in  the  former  yaar :  that  by  miilating  the  fenfe  of  the  people  at  this 
time,  he  favoured  revolutionary  meafures  and  endangered  the  date. 
When  the  Conftitution  of  this  Country,  as  fettled  in  the  year  1 782^ 
is  to  be  fubverted,  we  were  told  that  the  ads  of  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ratifying  fuch  fettleipent  w^re  not  finals 
that  without  entering  into  the  nicety  of  legal  diftindioui  quefltour 
ing  the  power  of  altering  any  thing  however  facred  and  ^ftabliihed, 
he  would  affert,  that  when  the  fettlement  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
treaty  ought  to  be  binding,  and  more  efpecially  on  the  exifting 
parties  who  originally  made  the  contrail.  Would  any  ode  affert 
the  cor.nedllon  between  England  and  Ireland  ought  not  to  be  final? 
That  Magna  Charta  ought  not  to  be  final  ?  Where  policy  was 
connedlcd  with  good  faith,  in  what  light  ought  thofe  to  be  confider* 
cd  who  wi(h  to  diftblve  the  contract  ?  ' 

(  We  were  told  that  the  Country  was  to  be  benefited  by  Englifh 
fettlers. — ^Were  the  people  of  that  country  likely  to  defcrt  the  fu- 
'  premady  which  they  wifhed  to  poffefs,  in  order  to  relide  in  a  hu- 
miliated and  degraded  country  ? — That  he  did  not  expert  to  be  able 
to  remain  in  a  country  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  ruin  to  which  he 
himfelf  had  not  contributed.  ^— That  he  would  not  haunt  the  grave 
of  depaited  Liberty. — That  he  trulled  to  thefipirit  of  the  Houfe^ 
and  to  tjie  jullice  of  Great  firitaini  that  a  mcafure  would  uQt  be 
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perfevered  in  which  threatened  the  Profpcrity,  the  Connexions, 
and.  the  Coniiitutions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland*        ' 

Sir  John  Blaquire  faid,  the  noble  Lord  will  not  be  aban- 
doned by  his  frieiidsy  as  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman^  (Sir  John 
Parnell)  who  fpoke  la  ft,  feeros  to  predial.  '  No  niati  ,who  knows 
that  noble  Lord  will  believe  it  poilible  he  could  be  guilty  of  a 
condu6t  fo  mean'  and  degenerate  as  to  abandon  a  m<^afure  of  fuch 
vital  concern  to  the  txiftlsnce  of  the  Empire,  becaufe  in  truth 
certain  Gentlemen  (hould  choofe  to  fet  their  faces  againil  it ;  but 
lUppofmg  fuch  a  thing  were  in  the  reach  of  pof&bility  to  happen, 
he  felt  no  htfitation.  in  declaring,  that  he  (hould  readily  walk 
acrpfs  the  Hoijfe,  and  join  any  Hon.  Gentltman  in  any  fcheme  of 
mifchief  they  (hould  think  proper  to  devife.  He  wi(hed  to  call 
the  attention  of  thi;  Houfe  to  the  queftion  which  was  immediately 
before  them  :  The  Union  itfelf  could  not  be  Aiat  queftion,  becaufe 
it  was  impoffible  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  a  fuhjedl  as  yet 
perfectly  unknown  to  the  Houfe.  The  obje£l  of  debate  was 
this,  and  no  other,  whether  you  would  inftantly  and  irrevocably 
decide  upon  a  meafure  which  went  to  fix  the  fate  of  the  Kingdom 
for  ever,  perfe6ily  ignorant  of  every  iuformation  up6n  the  fubjedi, 
or  wait  till  the  Monday  fortnight,  when  the  noble  Lord  had  pro- 
inifed  to  lay  upon  your  table  in  the  name  of  the  King,  documents 
of  indifpenfable  importance,  together  with  the  entire  dttail  of 
every  circuniftance  connected  with  it,  and  whether  it  would  not 
be  reafohable  to  have  fome  knowledge  of  what  was  to  be  propofed 
previoufly  to  your  difpofing  of  it  for  ever  ?  He  expreffed  (Irong 
difpleafure  at  the  very  indecent  language  made  ufe  of  by  fome 
Gentlemen  fupporting  the  Amendment :  every  man  muft  fee  that 
their  intention  was  to  preclude  the  Houfe  from  deUberating  on  a 
matter  of  fuch  deep  con/cern  to  the  Empire  at  large,  and  to  this 
Kingdom  in  particular ;  a  meafure  recommended  by  the  Kiag'^^ 
approved  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  in  England — by»^  the 
Lords  of  Ireland — ^by  nineteen  counties  out  of  thirty -two — in  a 
word,  by  an  infinite  majority  of  the  wife  and  wealthy — of  the 
loyal  and  the  good  people  of  this  Realm  ;  yet.  Gentlemen,  with 
indecent  hafte,  and  more  indecent  demeanor,  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent even  the  poliibility  of  coniideration. — The  noble  Lord  in  the 
laft  feiSon  declared  he  wou]d  not  bring  forward  this  very  great 
bufinefs,  until  the.  nation  (hould  have  ^ime  to  weigh  and  examine 
it ;  and  until  they  ftiould  call  for  it^  accompli(hment.  The  people 
had  confidered  it — a  large  majority  of  them  had  called  for  it — and 
the  noble  Lord  had  in  an  open  manly  way  given  notice  of  the 
day  on  which  it  fhould  be  difcuifed',  and  for  a  call  of  ,^the  Ploufe 
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on  that  day,  that  it  might  have  the  fulleft  confideration.  Hb 
obferved  that  the  very  Gentlemen  who  were  now^o  eager  to  agt-  * 
tate  the  queflion,  and  who  complain  that  it  was  not  mentioned 
in  the  fpeech,  would  have  been  the  mofl  forward  in  condemning 
the  Mini  Iter  for  attempting  the  very  thing  they  themfelvca  were 
now  endeavouring  to  do.  He  then  went  at  fome  length  into  the 
arguments  which  hnd  been  ufed  by  many  Gentlem€i>.  againd  the 
meafure,  condemning  in  pointed  terms  the  indecorousand  uowav- 
rantable  warmth  Nyith^wbicli  fo  many  perfons  had  affed^d  to  fpeak ;; 
but  it  had  neither  furprifcd  nor  intimidated  him  ;  he  did  beg  leav^ 
to  affure  the  Houfe,^and  bt  confeffed  he  had  adiflSculty  to  decide 
to  whom  the  palm  flioold  be  given^ — which  was  mod  likely  to  efFeft 
a  confummatc  mifchitf  upon  the  public  mind, — the  fpeeches  of  fonne 
of  the  Hon.  Gent,  he  had  heard  that  night,  or  the  refolution» of 
the  Guild  of  Merchants  juli  then  put  into  his  hands?  People's  in- 
tentions might  be  good  ;  he  fpoke  not  of  Vvhat  they  meant  or 
thought,  but  of  what  they  did  ;  and  though  there  were  in  the 
Corporation  of  the  Guild  of  Merchants  many  Gentlemen  fov 
ivhpfe  private  charadlers  he  had  great  peifonal  refped^,  he  felt  no 
fcruplc  to  declare,  that  if  in  conlequence  of  thofe  refolutions  any 
tumult  (hould  arilie,  and  a  fmgle  diop  of  bloQd  fhould  be  fpilt  iit 
the  (Ireets,  the  men  \\4io  made  thofe  refolutions  would  be  made  ao^ 
fwerable  for  what  they  had  done  with  their  heads. — The  Right 
lion.  Member  fays,  if  this  wicked  and  degrading  projedl  fhall  ever 
take  efftOiy  no  man  either  of  feeling  or  honour  can  ikiy  in  the 
kingdom.  He  fays  he  will  himfelf  remove  to  another  country. 
•*  Mr.  Speaker,"  faid  Sir  J.  B.  **  no  man  will  regret  more  than 
**  I  Ihall  the  lofo  which  fociety  will?  fuffcr  by  the  abfcnce  of  th|t 
K,t.  Hon.  Member  ;  but  fee  in  what  different  lighta  different 
men  fee  the  fame  thing  ;r— eightceo  .  months  ago  I  fent  ray 
**  family  to  England,  becaufe  II bought  tiicre  was  neither  fecurity 
■*•  or  peace  to  bo  had  here — the  fame  reafon  keeps  them*  now 
•*  where  they  are ;  but  (hould  this  blcfEcd  meafure  of  falvation- 
**  take  efFe<^,  (hould  I  be  fo  happy  to  fee  the  Countries  once  com-. 
**  «pletely  united  together,  my  beft  endeavours  (hall  be  ufed  u>  pcr- 
**  fuade  my  family  to  return,  becaufe  1  think,  it  is. then  they  may 
li\^  here  in  peace,  comfort  and  fecurity  ;■ — it  is  the  dillra^ked 
flate  of  the  Country valone  which  creates  the  Abfentees,  and 
**  caufes  the  Emigration. — rThe  people  of  Ireland,  he  fatd^  ha- 
bituated to  their  wretchednefs,  might,  he  did  not  doubt,  be  brought 
to  endure  their  miferies  for  ftill  a<confiderable  length  of  time;,  but 
it  was  notib  with  Great  Britain,  it  would  not  be  poifible  to  fupb- 

Eofe  (he  would  quietly  fubmit  to  be  chained,  and  (hackled  as  (he 
ad  been — her  energy  crippled^  and  the  exertions  of  her.po^cM 
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rtftrained  bythediftrst6^iom  and  dtvifiom  of  this  cmhappy  countty, 
cantinoally  requiring  fuch  a  confiderable  portion  of  her  force  for 
its  internal  fafety  ai^d  defence,  as  might  otherwife  have  been  em- 
ployed fo  efTeatiatiy  to  the  general  intereiis  and  bene&t  of  the 
£mpii;e. 

Mr.  0o%BS.— -Sir,  I  rife  merely  becaufe  I  will  never  gtve  » 
fiknt  vote  on  tbis  qseftion«  But  as  I  have  heard  no  argument  from 
ihe  other  fide  that  cath)  for  an  anfwer,  I  (hall  refeive  what  I  have 
to  fay  on  this  great  fubjedt,  till  the  Noble  I^rd  is  furround^d' by 
all  his  forces,  and  content  myfelf  for  the  prefr^nt,  with  giving  my 
decided  vote  againft  this  Legiflativc  Union, 

Dn  Browne  (College.) — Jleal  change  of  opinion  after  twelve 
months  refledion,  refpe6t  for  the  opinion  of  no  inconfiderable  part 
of  the  nation,  attention  to  his  Majeily's  repeated  declarations  that 
he  thought  an  Union  efiential  to  the  intereiis  of  the  Empire, 
night  be  ade^ate  cattfes  of  mens  now  voting  to  hear  the  Propo- 
litions  ;  indignation  at  the  meafnres  which  were  purfued  aftar  the 
fejedion  of  the  Union  laft  year,  not  by  the  Chief  Governor, 
(whofe  condud  and  chara^er  I  have  always  admired  and  rev<ercd^ 
and  whofc  coming  into  this  country  I  confider  a  bleiling  to  it) 
but  by  Parliament,  was  the  efpecial  caufe  which  made  rac  declare 
both  iH  and  out  >of  the  Houfe,  ahd  write  to  feveral  of  my  politiw 
cal  friends  la'ft  fummer,  that  if  ever  Propofitions  of  Union  were 
brought  on  again,  I  woiild.vote  to  hear  what  they  were,  as  I 
thought, our  fituation  could, fcarcely  be  worfe,  and  any  report  that 
place,  promife,  or  inducement  of  any  kind  was  beld  out  t»  me 
to  influence  my  vote,  i%  not  only  inconfiftent  with  my  parliamen- 
tary conduct  for  (eventeen  years,  but  abfoli^tely  faife  and  ground- 
Icfs.  My  vote  this  night  leaves  me  as  much  at  liberty  to  reje£t 
the  Propofitions//}  /a/9»  i.  e.  to  vote  againft  an' Union,  as  ever  it 
did  in  my  life. 

I'alwtys  as  I  conceive  have  left  myfelf  uneonfincd  as  to  confi- 
dering  tbis  important  fubjed^,  as  I  conceive  every  rational  man 
might  do  ^  I  am  fure  I  always  intended  to  do  fo,  aiid  accordingly 
at  the  kft  generat  ele£lion,  being  the  firft  interrogated  upon  the 
fubjed,  J  refu fed  to  bi ltd  myfelf,  faying  that  I  could  not  fbrefee 
probable  cafes,  b«it  I  did  not  conceive  any  probable,  in  which  I 
could  be  brought  to  affent 'to  fuch  a  meafure.  My  prefent  Cot* 
league  being  Bcxt  a{ked,  put  the  cafe  of  preferetHre  te  an  Union 
,with  France*  I  am  pofitive  that  he  firft  mentioned  this  as  one  tn- 
ftance,  but  I  do  not  recolledb  in  the  leaft,  nor  do  I  believe  tliat 
Ir  or  any  of  the  candidates  confined  himfelf  to  tbat  finglc  poffi- 
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ble  cafe,  and  I  am  fure  it  it  not.  conformable  to  the  con((ant  modes 
of  thmking  and  rcl'olutions  which  I  have  had  upon  the  fubjeA, 
nor  did  I  ever  hear  it  aflerted  that  I  had  h'mited  myfelf  in  any 
fuch  manner  till  about  two  hours  before  the  Houfe  met,  nor  ever 
dream  of  any  perfon  aflerting  or  thinking  fo  ;  if  any  words  were 
written  down,  why  were  not  the  candidates  fiirniihed  with  a  copy, 
and  if  it  was  fo»  how  happened  it|  that  no  perfon  ever  reminded 
me  of  it  ?  and  in  purfuance  of  the  fame  principle,  I  did  pofitivc- 
ly  in  Parliament,  on  the  third  day  of  the  laft  feffion,  when  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  exclude  the  queftion  for  ever,  refufc  to  affeiit ; 
and  if  my  conftituents  thought  I  had  bound  myfelf,  what  ocqa- 
iion  to  addfefs  me  on  jthe  fubjc£t,  or  why  not  remind  me  of  this 
in  the  addrefs  ?  But  for  this  I  have  fince  heard  rcafons  affign- 
cd.  I 

Inconfillency  of  condudi  i^  objected  to  roe  on  three  groutidfi  : 
I  ft,  as  to  what  paffed  at  the  eledion,  to  which  I  have  anfwered  : 
.2d,  as  to  my  vote  lail  year,  to  which  I  anf^er»  ^h^^  ^7  fpcech  at 
the  time  ihews  it  was  founded  upon  reafons  and  arguments  adapted 
only  to  that  time  and  occafion,  except  as, to  the  competency  i of 
Parliament,  on  which  I  had  ferious  doubts  which  however  I  con- 
peive  mull  have  been  unfounded,  as  not  a  fingle  man  fupported  me 
in  them.  3d,  As  to  the  amendment  laft  year  going  in  perpetuum, 
ajs  much  as  that  of  this  year,  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  does.  It  was 
avowed  to  have  that  meaning  at  prefent.  It  was  not  fo  underftood 
laft  year  by  me  or  by  the  Parliament,  for  they  diftinguiftied  it  from 
the  refolutlon  propofed  on  the  third  night  of  the  fe^lGon,  to  which 
as  being  final,  they  refufcd  to  aflent,  and .  fo  did  I  in  exprefs 
words.      ,  ^ 

To  an  Union  in  the  abftra6l  I  am  no  friend  ;  if  I  ever  agreed 
to  it,  it  would  only  be  as  to  a  leiTer  evil.  I  have  ever  wifhed  to 
prefervc  the  Conftitution  of  1782,  but  I  have  ever  thought  that 
an  Union  with  England  was  preferable  to  fome  fituations  in  which 
we  have  been.  Not  an  Union,  but  Union  upon  great  and  com- 
prehenfive  terms,  made  acceptable  to  all  and  every  part  of  the  na- 
tion. After  the  fcenes  which  1  beheld  in  this  country  during  the' 
rebellion,  and  for  fome  time  after,  I  exprefsly  declared  to  fome 
very  rcfp^dlable  and  difgnified  friends  who  well  remember  it,  that 
I  thought  fuch  an  Union  under  the  then  exifting  circumftances, 
defirable,  and  I  never  did  at  any  time  (hew  that  heat  and  fury  up- 
on the  fubjedl,  which  other  men  have  done.  The  difpofition  of 
the  College  in  general  is  ag'ainft  it,  but  fo  far  from  being  univerfal, 
that  nearly  half  of  -the  governing  part  of  the  fociety  favour  it. 
^nd  fome  of  them  have  faid  they  would  never  vote  for  the  man 
who  oppofffd  the  Union. 
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'  It  doth  not  fecm  tome  a  good  method  of  promoting  the  Union, 
to  perfecute  erery  man  with  calumny  and  abufe,  who  fay^  that  he 
thinks  we  ^^(4^  ^^^  what  England  propofc6>  even  though  he 
refb  ikf;  Pf^^^^  ^nerely  on  his  notion  of  its  propriety  ;  if  oppo* 
iition  to  the  Union  proceeds  from  love  of  the  natipn  I  rcfpe^i  ic« 
if  from  t£g;^d  to  individual  power,  or  perfonal  aggrandizement,  I 
concern  not  myfelf  about  it« 

One  wbrd  to  an  infinuation  not  very  liberal  that  I  h^ve  lived  on 
the  bounty  of  a  country,  to  which  I  am  ungrateful.  Both  partt 
of  the  affertion  I  deny.  The  Fellow  of  a  College  who  obtains  hit 
fituation  by  hard  labour  and  induitry,  purchafes  it,  and  no  more 
lives  on  bounty  than  the  lawyer  or  the  rcd^or.  I  am  not  fo  hum- 
ble as  to  think  that  I  could  not  obtain  a  competency  in  any  coun- 
try»  nor  did  I  come  into  this  without  one.  Se,venteen  years  diiii« 
terefted  fervice  have  not  been  ingratitude,  though  in  fome  quarters 
they  have  met  with  it, 

I  fhould  be  more  afre£^ed  by  this  kind  of  attack,  if  It  did  not 
proqeed  from  a  gentleman  notorioufly  a  candidate  for^the  College, 
who  communicates  with  thofe  of  my  conflituents  whoife  great  in- 
dudry  is  to  fupplant  me* 

Had  I  feen,  after  the  reje6tion  of  the  Union  laft  year,  any  inca<» 
fures  brought  forward  to  conciliate  the  people,  or  to  heal  the  diC 
tra^lions  of  the  country  ;  had  1  feen  any  revivifcence  of  that  fpint 
which  produced  the  Conftitution  of  178a,  coming  forward  to  pre- 
ferve  itj  I  fhould  not  have  liftened  to  propofals  of  Union,  nor 
would  you  have  again  heard  its  name.  But  for  Gentlemen  to 
fuppofe  that  if  Parliament  doth  not  fnpport  itfelf,  it  can  be  fup- 
ported  ;  to  fuppofe  that  without  domeillc  virtue,  the  nation  will 
trouble  itfelf  about  its  exigence,  is  abfurd.  The  truth  is,  apathy 
has  gone  through  the  nation  upon  the  fubje6i  ;  the  thing  is  evi* 
dent ; — in  1782,  the  idea  of  a  Union  could  not  have  been  brought 
forward ;  in  1785,  it  could  not  have  been  brought  forward ;  why 
can  it  now  >  Becaufe  then  the  Parliament  had  the  warm  affediont 
bf  the  Nation,  and  now  it  has  not. 

This  language  from  me  at  lead  is  not  inconiiftent  ;  I  have  never 
faid  with  one  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  at  one  time,  that  the  Par- 
liament was  the  mofl  virtuous,  at  another  time  the  moil  vitious 
Affembly  upon  earth ;  nor  with  the  other  after  abufing  it 
during  my  Parliamentary  life,  held  it  up  as  a  paragon  of  virtue; 
I  have  never  been  ready  at  one  time  to  hang  my  friend,  or  pull 
down  his  picture,  at  another  to  hold  him  up  as  a  Being  from 
Heaven.  My  mind  is  more  equable,  and  I  have  ever  faid,  tha^ 
if  there  was  not  renovation  in  the  Parliament,  it  mud  perifh. 

The  method  of  preventing  Union,  was  not  by  Rebellion,  nor 
by  Orange  fyflems  :  nor  by  looking  for  Republics,  nor  by  holding 
up  every  man  as  a  Rebel,  who  difapj^roved  of  particular  me^fure« ; 

it 
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i(  ^ou!d  have  been  by  regalar  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  cooftilo- 
tUnal  parliamentary  oppofition  to  any  nicafuret. 
•  The  meafures  of  lail  fciGoa  to  which  I  have  Eluded  particular- 
ly, are  the  RcbtUion  Bill  and  the  Fitzgerald  Bill.  r^i^„firft> 
which  I  know  w^sraiher  forced  upon  the  Government  than  fought 
fi^r  by  it,  and  which  therefore  is  not  imputable  to  ihe  executive 
power,  enables  any  petty  officer  to  take  up  any  perfon  on  the 
vagiie  charg^f;  of  affidtlig  the  rcbellioa  on  his  mei:e  fufpicwon^  found- 
ed on  any  foolifh  word  or  indifcreet  trifling  adlion»  try  him,  and 
execute  him,  without  the  poflibility  of  appeal  to  any  other  tribu- 
nsi^  This  law  ftill  exifts — why  do  we  aot  feel  it— why  do  wc 
not  know  it— ivhy  are  we  ignorant  that  we  live  under  fuch  power  ? 
becaufe  the  wifdom,  the  prudence,  the  temper,  jthe  humanity,  thp 
goodnefs  of  the  Chief  Governor  prevent  it ;  but  can  I  forge;t  that 
we  liye  under  fuch  law  i  can  X  forget  that  the  Parliameuty  while  it 
contended  againft  the  ademption  of  its  rights,  voluntarily  relin-' 
qui/hed  them  all,  or  that  to-morrow  a  hot*  or  iB^pudent>  or  weak 
fuGcefTor  might  make  u«  feel  this  unbounded  power  in  its  exce&^ 

The  other  which  I  call  the  Fitcgerald  Bill,  made  for  a  particu* 
br  in  (lance,  has,  as  it  was  thought  it  would,  fcreened  the  greateii 
outrage  upoa  private  inno<:ence  that  ever  was  known, — Give  mc 
leave  to  fay  to  my  certain  knowledge  no  meafure  ever  fo  much 
promoted  the  Union,  nor  made  fo  many  converts  among  the  dif-* 
paifionate  viewers  of  our  condui^  in  England  ;  andof  that  country 
give  me  leave  to  fay,  th^  abufe  upon  this  occafion  neither  tends  to 
peace,  uor  is  true ;  fpr  I  have  found  in  it,  aod  fo  J  faid  a  year 
ago  to  my  ConRituents,  more  coolnefs,  more '  kihd  difpofition  to 
irtlaod  than  among  the  fons  of  Jreland,  and  lo  reprefent  it  aa 
ftlwaya  hoilile  to  us  evidently  tends  to  feparation. 

i«ct  me  know,  before  I  rejedk  Union,  wh^t  is  to  follow  ; — it 
i(  th*:  old  (yilero,  j's  it  the  colonial  fyften),  arc  we  to  fee  the  Chief 
Governor  with  all  his  might,  holding  in  the  rein$  pf  Govjcrnment 
to  preveot-abfurd  fury  from  plunging  it 'again  in  fcenes  of  blood 
and  horror,  which  1  do  verily  aud  in  my  confcience  believe  it 
would  be  at  this  moment^  were  it  not  for  his  prudence,  wifdoo), 
and  temper  I  On  the  other  hai^,  let  mc  wait  to  hear  what  arc  the 
terms  of  the  Union  :  laihe  Church  of  Jreland  fufficiently  prp- 
tc<Eltd  ?  That  being  dune,  arc  all  fafe  pn^ilegea  givcqto  all  other 
hi«  Majcfty's  fubje^*  -  If  the"  Ciy  of  Dublin  id  injured,,  are  any 
mcalurcs  taken  to  make- it  compenfaticn  ?  If  the  Poor  and  Pea? 
fantry  of  Ireland  are  to  be  injured  by  increafe  of  rVhfentees,  ia 
any  additional  pr^vifion  made  for  them  ?  Let  me  hear  all  this,  and 
then  determiae,  but  not  determine  madly-  and  unhearing.  Doth 
the  a>nti*ary  conduA  favour  of  private  views,- or  public  affections  ? 
For  my  part,  I  wiUufe  my  judgment  coolly,  regardlefs  of  abufe, 
if  1  juilify  ipyfelf  to  rational  aad  difpaffionate  nien, 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Plunket  faid,  Sir — I  hsve  no  right  tp  fitin  jadgoBentod 
the  motives  of  the  Hon.  Member  who  has  juft  fat  down,  (Mr* 
Browne  of  College),  the  fecrets  of  his  heart  and  the  fprings  of  his 
Condud,  mud  be  Jeft  to  the  great  ftarcher  of  hearts  i  but  by  hk 
public  a6tions  his  ptiblit:  charader  is  to  be  judged,  and  on  thofel 
will  beg  leave  freely  to  comments     He  has  ftated  his  reafon  for 
refudng  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  (  e  Hon.  Baronet  to  be, 
that  it  would  pledge  him  irretrievably  againft  the  meafureofa 
LegiOative  Union-*<'how  would  that  concurrence  pledge  him  more 
folemnly,  than  the  amendment  of  the  laft  feffion,  propoied  by 
my  Hon.  friend  (Mr.  G.  Ponfonby)  in  which  he  then  concurred! 
that  was  a  refolution,  that  we  ihould  fupport  our  free  conftitu- 
tion  as  finally  eftablidied  in  17S2J  this  is  a  refolution  declaring 
that  we  are  in  poiTefiion  of  that  conftitution,  and  that  it  h  the 
wi/h  and  intereft  of  his  Majefty's  Iri(h  fubjedl*,  to  remain  id 
poffclCon   of  that   conftitution,    and   in    the    ilate    of    oniojn 
^nd   auiity  with  Great  Britain  which,  we  now   enjoy  :    what 
has  happened  to  change  the  fentiments  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  ? 
1  have  heard  that  when  he  was  eleded  to  the  dignified  fitnation 
which  he  now  fills,  reprefentative  of  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin,  he 
declared  to  his  conftituents  that  only  One  poffible  event  could 
make  him  harbour  the  idea  of  an  Union «  and  that  was,  to  &ve 
this  country  from  a  feparation,  (the  treafury  bench  cried  **  hear^ 
hear") J  am  glad  the  new  friend* of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  have 
found  an  excute  for  him,  which  he  did  not  fuggeft  for  himfelf-^ 
if  they  do  not  furniih  him  with  an  argument,  they  muft  relieve 
him  from  an  anxiety-^he  was  much  alarmedf  bccaufe  he  knew  his 
•opinions  would  be  unpalatable  to  both  fides  of  the  Hoofe ;  whate-* 
ver  fentiments  they  may  have  excited  amongft  us,  they  certainly 
have  been  received  with  acclamation  by  the  Minifter.    The  Hon. 
Gentleman  departs  from,  the  pledge  which  he 'entered  into  to  hit 
conftituenrs,  not  becaufe  he  apprehends  any  feparation  between 
the  couniriest  but  becaufe  fo  much  corrtiption  has  taken  place  in 
Parliament,  in  the  couffe  of  the  lad  fefiion,  and  fo  many  bad  laws 
have  been  paiTed,  that  he  really  feels  the  conftitution  not  worth 
])referving-«-will  the  Hon^  Gentleman  r^colle^,  that  in  the  laft 
liefTion  he  not  only- declared  againft  the  mei^fure,  biit  argued  with 
niuch  ability,  that  ParUament  was  incompetent  to  adopt  it-i«»whtt 
has  done  away  their  incompetence  ?  Their  corruption-«-he,thea 
believed  them  incapable  of  fan6tiooing  this  meafure,  and  he  no^ 
rifcs*  CO  pronounce  a  libel  on  the  Parliament,  and  on  the  ftrength 
of  their  iniquities,  for  which  he  arraigns  them  }  he  declares  them 
armed  with  authority  to  difpofe  of  the  liberties  of  Ireland^  not  of 
his  country— 'l  rejoice  that  he  has- no  claim  to  the  name  of  Irifii* 
.  nian— h«  has  been  raifed  into  ftatipn  by  the  bounty  of  the  country^ 
and  he  iliews  his  giatitude  by  confpiring  for  the  deftru^tionof  her 
liberties— fo  much  for  the  Hon.  Gentleman*-«>to  the  comfort  of 
Lis  own  rcfie£tions,  and  to  the  gratitude  of  his  conftit^ientry  I  con**' 
N         .  M  fign 
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Agn  bim*  Biit  wliiKl  Lexprefs  an  honed  indignation  againfftB^o^ 
^r.iio  have  Ich  our  ^aofe,  and'W'bi^  I  turn  back  to  (bed  a  tear  pF 
O'eigfet  over  the  iamb  of  an  honorable  and  honeft  man  who  is  novr 
M  iftore  (I  .mean  Coloael  O'Dtmnell^  the  late  member  for  Pbne- 
g«.l,)  I  ciHift  congratulate  the  rekiiens  of  that  galfant  uian^  that 
UplpMBrux  has  K»{eo  frofn  his  afRes — (  mu(¥  congratulate  the  coun* 
.try  iOn  ithat  fpSlendid- blaze  of  eloquence  with  which  his  fuccelTdr 
jblAihts  night  delighted' and  illuminated  the  Houfe. 

•Sir,  3  feel  no  ordinary  fenfation  on   this  quetlion  being  agaio^ 
JfitDadvced  to  the  con^eration  of  Parliament — it  was  uiTiered  in- 
^0  )(he  .lad  PaiiiaoieiiC  wirh  the  fame  boyiih  boaftibg,  which  no«^ 
4i(XQttrpanies  it;   and  rejected  with  the  fame  contumely,  which 
itUiaiately  a waks  k— without 'any  change  in  the  circuniftance^- 
4}f  the  jGOuntry,  without  the  produAion  of  any  new  argutnent,  the 
Ame  men  who  Aed  like  detefled  thieves  at  the  dofe  oif  the  lail^ 
id&oc^  and    wfacii^  in  the  precipitance  of  their  (Kght,   (tumbled 
over,  and  overtuli^d  all  public  decency  and  Parliamentary  deco- 
Tttn,  now  exhibk  themfelVes  to  challenge  the  national  obferva* 
jCioOy'and  to  brand  with  the  name  of  faftion,  every  man  who  has^ 
«teonefty  .abd  oourage  to  fpurn  their  degrading  purpoies-— what 
rtdhange  ihts  taken  place  ?  Has  the  meafure  changed  its  nature,  or 
ike  Minvii^er  his  lybjed^,  or  the  countiies  their  relations  ?  no  s: 
you  ihaU  knowithc  changes  which  have  taken  place — 1  will  un- 
iua(k  the  men  who  have  dared  to  come  into  the  midft  of  Parlia* 
4iii«nt  ajud  tpeopb*  to  pamper  their  liberties  by  fordid  bribery,  and 
fO  iubdue.dieir  fp'rric\i  by  Jawieis  force  ^and,  if  I  cannot  excite  the^ 
^tiielingB  o/  honor  or  virtue  in  their  hearts,  i  will  call  the  blooming 
jyufli  of  ih&me  into  their  chec^ks... 

You  are  i«)ld  wnh  puny  fophif^ry,  that  you  ought  at  leaft  to> 
.dilcnfe  the  qneftion — what  is  meant  by  this  I  That  you  (Houki: 
^lifcufs  the  piinciplc-— you.  have  already  done  lo — no  principle 
^eyernnderwdnt  a  more  ample  <iifculIion  in  Parliamenry.  and  after 
lex^oiiQiiig  it  for  two  entire  days  in  aH  its  relations,  and  after  fup- 
ffo&ng  all  the  details  the  »vo(l  favourable,  which  poOlbly  could  be 
offered  to  Ireland,  the  principle  was  rejected  by  a  majority  nor 
jWfdy  focrfromany  influence,  but  reiifting  eycry  infliience.  If  by 
(Oltleuffion  is  meant  that  w^  ifhould  difcufs  the  detail  without  ^xa- 
jUMiHAg-thie  principle,  I  ut^terly  refufe  it— we  now  ftand  on  the 
^Hgk  ground  of  national  independence  fecured  by  folemn  com- 
p!^y  and  we  are  called  on  to  decfare  our  readinefs  to  furrender 
lihat  49dependencey.  and  relinquidi  that  compadVfor  the  purpofe 
^.treating  about,  we  know  not  what  pofllble  advantages,  and 
^his  10  catiiedr  dtfculEoB  :  In  anfwer  to  this  demand,  f  lay,  fir(t, 
)^Jkay£fiflt^  ft^^ed  any  one  defmite  advantage  which  Ireland  can  , 
g^iUj  or  evil  whicii  Hie  can  avoid  to  induce  her  to  lelinquiili  gua- 
i^mipsd  independeACe.  The  meafure  has  now  been  agitated 
^^ve>a  yejir^  and-^i^  have  not  ro  this  hour  heaid  dated  in  defi«> 
idu  (er\)is,  iuch'  a»  a  pLirin  u^tdcrftandin^  can  couipreheud,  arry 
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"ffw  ipecifiq  advai>tage«  which  we  tre  td  g$H0»  or  any  one  erif 
which  we  are  tp  ejjcape,  by  its  adoption  %.  we  have  heaitl  a  deal 
of  lofty  langoagei — iDcreafed  refourcef  and  oonfoltdatet!  ftrength  \ 

-*- wealth   and   morals  of  England    imported — prefent    benefits 
from   England   fecured— poffible    evils   deprecai«d»-com]ption 
■of  our    own    Parliament    deilroyed"— to    be    nmde     partakeii 
with    the    moft    dignjfied    alTembly    iit    the     world--*dflmger 
of    reparation    to    be    avoided— *and     political    and     religioua 
•diffeFences  dofed  for  ever.     This  all  founds  niagmficently  ;  but 
analyze  it,  and  where  a  definite  meaning  can  be  extracted,  iro  man 
pretends  to  fay  how  an  Uniouvcan  forward  the  thing  meant     *    ■' 
Again,  I  will  not  admit  the  ^principle,  beeaufb  it  is  a  barter  of 
^liberty  for  n^oney,  even  fuppoflng  your  a4van€ag<M  as  real  as  they 
4ire  viiionary.     The  nation  which  enters  into  fucb  a  traUck  is  be- 
sotted.    Preedoni  is  the  parent  of  Wealth,  and  it  is  an  a6t  of   "'  - 
parricide  to  facrlfice  the -Conftitotion  which  generates  aad  nou-  * 
rifbes  your  cornmerce^  for  the  fuppofed  .improvement  of  that  cofB'^ 
4aQerce.     This  is,  ^ndeed,  under  all  it<  circumftances,  the  ine(k 
extravagant  demand  ever  m^de  by  one  najtioti^  froAi  a'nother*     Ire- 
,  land,  a  happy  little  illand,  with  a  population  of  between  4  and 
{  millions  of  people — hardy,  gallant,  and  enthu(iaftk*-»poflfeflred 
of  all  the  means  of  civilization— agricul Hire  and  cdmmerce  well 
purfued  and  underdood — laws  welt  arranged  and  adoiiniftered^— 
a  Conditution  fully  recognifed  and  eftabliJhed^  her  revenues,   her 
trade,>her  manufa^ures  thriving  beyond  the  hope  or  example  of 
any  other  country  of  her  extent,  within' tbefe  few  years  advancing 
with  a  rapidity  aftonifhing  even  to  hcrfelf}^  not  complaining  0f 
her  ddiciency  in  anyof  tbefe  refpe^s^  but  e^oytng  and  acknow-^ 
'ledging  her  profperity,  is  called-  on  XB  ftirrender  them  al^tur  the 
controul  of  whom?     To  a  gieat  and  powerful  continent,  xok. 
whom  nature   intended  her  as  an  appendage  ?     To  a  inight}^ 
9eople»  totally  exi:eeding  her  in  all  caloulatioo  of  territority  and 
population  ?     No»,  but  to  another  happy  little  ffland   placed  be-- 
iide  her  in  the  bofom  of  the  Atlantic,  0/ little  more  than  double 
lier  territory  and  ^population,  and  poiTeQiag  refoorces  not  nearly* 
fo.  fuperior  to  her  wants,  and  this  too,  an  tfland»  which  has  growit 
.  great  and  profperous,  and  happy,  by .  the  very  (ame  advantages 
which  Ireland  eiyoys,  a  free  and   independent   conftitution,  and 
xhe  protedion  of  a  vdomeftic  fuperintendant  Parliament.     The: 
wealth  and  power  and  -dignity  of  Greiftt  Britain,  {in  which  no  maa 
rejoices  more  (incerely  than  I  do)  are  the  molt  irrefiilible  argU'- 
ments^againft  an  Union — a  little  dod  of  earth  by  the  enjoyment 
of  freedom^  has  generated  ftrength  and  wealth,  and  majefty .; 
flie  has  reared  her  bead  above  the  waters,  and  has  difla^ed  to  the 
unwieldy  leths^rgic  defpotifms,  and  to  the  unripen^,  fervile  de- 
pendencies of  Europe* 

And  does  fhe  therefore  call  upon  to  Ireland  to  caft  from  her 
her  conftitttCion»  and  to  relign  the  lame  never  failing  means  to 

flie  * 
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the  faids  ends  ?  No.  I  mud  take  leave  to  confider  the.  example 
of  Britain  more  perfuaiive  and  pore  difmterefted  than  her  advice. 
Further,  we  are  called  on  by  this  filler  ifland  not  to  conned  our- 
felves  in  alliance  with  her ;  we  have  already  done  fo  in  the  moft 
indiifoluble  way  ;  the  Crown  of  Ireland  neceiTarily  annexed  to 
the  Crown  of  England,  and  the  rcfpon^bility  of  the  Britifh  Mi* 
nifter  as  a  pledge  for  th^ir  continuance  ;  not  like  Scotland ,  where 
the  Crowns  were  accidentally  united  in  the  perfon  of  the  reigning 
^l/lonarch,  and  where  the  Parliament  had  proceeded  to  fever  ihac 
folitary  bond  of  connexion  ;  not  like  Scotland,  where  a  Jacobite 
Parliament  had  p^opofed  to  appoint  a  King,  not  only  diiFerent  troin 
the  King  of  England,  but  adtually  claiming  title,  to  the  Englidi 
throne  againft  the  lawful  Monarch ;  not  like  Scotland,  thus  put 
into  a  date  of  war  with  England,  with  her  fhores  blockaded,  and 
lier  trade  interdi£ted,  but  with  full  and  perfect  alliance,  founded 
on  unity  of  Executive,  unity  of  intereft,  and  (imilarity  of  Confti- 
tution  I  and  all  of  them  not  only  uninvaded  by,  but  uniform!/ 
Arengthened  and  fecuredby,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland, 

Again,  Sir^:  I  will  not  admit  the  principle  of  Union,  becaufe 
we  are  not  only  called  on  to  abandon  our  tried  profperity,  and 
the  free  Conftitution  which  gave  birth  to  it,  and  without  any  ne« 
ceffity  for  fo'doing,  or  any  Ipecific  advantage  to  be  derived}  but 
we  are  called  on^  to  do  fo,  on  the  faith  of  compa£t,  and  by  the 
very  perfohs,  who,  on  making  the  demand,  violate  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  of  a  pofHble  compacts,  I  mean  that  of  1782 — The  Minifter 
a£ls  confidently  in  arranging  that  fettlement-— it  is  at  variance  with. 
'^11  his  plans,  and  in  contradiction  to  all  his  fentiments— -That 
fettlement  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  Irifh   Pailia-*^ 
meat  on  this  found  principle,  **  That  the  two  countries  were 
united  by  iamenels  of  intereft,  and  fimilaiity  of  Conftitution;  that 
the  ftrength  and  fecurity  of  the  one,  mutually  affe6led  the  other  | 
,ihat  they  ftand  and  fall  together."    You  now  avow  to  us,  that 
we  have  no  fameneft  of  intereft;  that  we  never  had  and  never  can 
have  the  Britifh  Conftitution ;  that   there  are  no  principles  of 
Union  in  our  connexion  ;  that  the  elements  of  hoftility  are  eiTen- 
tially  intermixed  with  it;  that  our  weaknefs  is  your  ftrength;  that 
.pur  fubjugat/ipn  is  your  fafety,  and  that  ypu  cannot  ftand,  unlets 
we  fall,  and  are  trampled  on  ;  confiftently  therefore  do  you  ar-< 
raign  that  fettlement,  and  candidly  dp  you  tell  us,  that  it  was  no 
■coinpadt,  but  a  delufion ;  that  on   our  part   it  was  an  arrogant 
claim,  taking  advantage  of  the  weaknefs  and  diftrefs   of  Great 
Britain  I  and  that  on  your^art  it  was  a  political  BneiTe,  humouring 
.our  childiih  infolence,  yielding  to  our  accidental   ftrength,  and 
that  you  will  refume  in  the  hour  of  force  what  you  granted  in  the 
faeur  of  feebknef5.-'«-A6t  your  part  in  its  full  extent— tefume  it— 
)but  do  not  refort  to  the  mockery  of  calling  on  us  to  relinquifli, 
Wh^t  ypu  tell  u^  we  have  no  right  to  retain.    Po  not  infult  us 
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by  offering  con?pa£t  when  you  avow  that  no  compa^  can  bind» 
do  not  hold  out  to  us  the  taunting  pledge  of  faith  and   lincerity, 
when  you  boa(l  of  your  total  want  of  taith  and  (incerity  in  the 
compact  of  1782.     It  is  not  merely   by  your  licenced  fcribblers 
that  the  fraud  of  1782   has  been  ftated, — poflerity  will  fcarceiy 
believe  the  page  of  Hiftciy,  when  they  fee  it  recorded  by  the 
Britifh  Minifter.      In   1782,  you   pledged  the  royal  word,  you 
pledged  the  folemn  honor  of  the  Parliaments  of  both  countries, 
you  called  on  Almighty  God   to  witnefs  the  truth  and  (incerity  of 
that  final  adjuftnient,  and  you  now  call  on  us,  by  the  pledge  of 
th€  fame  royal  faith,  by  the  authority  of  the  fame   Parliament, 
and  under  the  fame  reli^ous  fandtion,  to  ei^ter  into  a  new  treaty 
whofe  bafis  rauft  be  the  violation  of  the  former  one, — who  is  to 
guarantee  it  ?     If  by  your   own   authority  you  claim  a  right  to 
violate  a  compa6t  made  amongft  equals,  and  you  call  on  us  noc 
to  contract  with  but  to  furrender  to  the  fame  perfons  who  have 
overturned  it.     If  that  treaty  is  not  binding  on  you  whilft  we  are 
are  both  alive  and  ftrong  and  able  to  fupport  our  mutual  preten-i 
fions,  will  this  treaty  of  1800  be  binding  when  we  are  extinft  by 
the  ternls  of  it,  and  you  furvive  alone  to  expound  and  to  enforce 
it. — Call  down  whatever  fanflion  of  King  or  Parliament  or  God 
on  your  new  contradl,  and  how  will  it  be  treated  20  years  hence 
in  an  Imperial  Parliapieni  ?     If  they  wifli  to  extinguifh  your  loo 
Reprefentatives,  and  make  you  a  province  in  form  as  well  as  fub<- 
ftance,    may   they  not  then  with  fome  colour  fay,    **  we  told 
you  in  1 800  that  you  had  no  Conftitution — your  pretended  com- 
paft  you  then  gave  up,  we  admitted  yoi^  to   our  Parliament  by 
courtefy  and  for  a  tinie,  and  we  now  at  our  will  and  pleafure  dif- 
niifs  you  from  it.*'     Would  that  a£fc  of  1820  be  fo  fhamelefs  a 
violation  of  the  articles  of  1800,  asthefe  articles  of  1800  would 
be  of  the  compact  of  1 782  ? 

I  fay  therefore  I  will  not  quit  the  'vantage  ground  of  freedom 
and  compadl  to  admit  the  principle  of  an  Union. 

But  it  is  faid  that  we  prefs  the  difcuffion — that  no  mention  of 
Union  has  been  made  in  the  Speech,  and  that  it  is  unbecoming  in 
us  to  urge  the  reje^ion  of  a  meafyre  which  has  not  been  annoan«> 
ced.— -Sir,  this  is  very  idle  talk— if  Genileufcn  do  not  fed  a  due 
refpedl  for  thenifelves,  they  ibould  at  leaft  have  fome  for  the 
Reprefentative  of  Majefty— is  it  not  more  than  ludicrous  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  ibould  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feilion  propofe  the 
meafure  bf  Union,  when  Parliament  could  not  anlwer  him,  and 
that  he  fliould  be  utterly  filent  on  it  at  the  commencement  of  this 
feffion,  when  Parliamerfl  is  ready  to  anfwer  him  ?  You  well  know 
the  reafon  of  this  inconfifttncy — you  wait  to  have  your  troops  re- 
cruited—you do  fomelhing more  than  conjecture  how  thofe  Mem- 
\yeTs  mean  to  vote  whole  leats  have  been  vacated  fince  the  laifc 
Itplon  of  farlianieiii — this  nick  is  of  »  piece  with  the  reft,  ana 
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the  condu£t  of  the  meafure  from  firft  ta  h^  is  the  true  expofiito  r 
of  its  merits — may  I  be  indulged  in  taking  a  very  fhort  review  of 
it  ? — it  is  admitted  by  the  Minifter,  that  the  alledged  neceflltjr  of 
Union  flows  merely  from  the  C6n(litution  of  1784— -from  Henry 
the  Second  until  that  time  Great  Britain  never  fuggefted  the  idea 
— it  then  was  fuggefted;  not  as  a  meafur-c  lobe  grafted  on  the 
Conftitution  of  17S2,  but  as  a  fubliitute  for  it — 'it  was  found  that 
no  man  could  be  hardy  enough  to  utter  the  fentiment  in  this  coun- 
try, and  it  was  abandoned — you  thereupon  acknowledged  our 
independent  Conftitution,  and  (aid  that  all  grounds  of  conilitutt- 
•onal  difaffreement  between  the  two  countries  were  thereby  for 
«vcr  precluded  :  and  yet  you  now  teil  us^  that  thereby,  and  .there- 
by Only,  they  were  created.  In  17^5,  commercial  differences 
Hirofe-— there  were  long  ncgociations  between  the  two  countries, 

{et  the  name  of  Union  never  hinted  at — they  broke  off— ftill 
Jriion  never  hinted  at — at  a  later  period  they  are  renewed  and 
fettled,  and  fVill  Union  never  hinted  at— in  1 789  the  queftion  of 
Regency  arofe,  and  Union  never  hinted  at. — And  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  at  ihofe  latter  periods  both  countries  were  in  pro- 
found peace,  foreign  and  domeftic,  and  nothing  exifted  to  prevent 
the  fair  fenfe  of  every  man  in  this  kingdom,  in  or  out  of  Parlija- 
tnent,  being  had  upon  the  fubjedl — at  laft,  in  179$,  we  fee  the  , 
meafure  peeping  out  of  the  British  Cabinet,  and  the  propriety  of 
its  adoption  mentioned  as  the  reafon  for  daihihgthe  hope  which 
had  been  held  out  to  the  Catholic.  The  admiffion  of  the  Caiho-  ^ 
lie,  fays  Lord  Carlifle,  would  deprive  the  empire  of  advantages 
greater  than  any  jvhich  ftie  has  derfved  fince  the  Revolution,  at 
Icaft  fince  the  Union  !  And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  "the  Catholic  , 
claim  is  rejefled,  in  order  to  enable  the  Minifter  to  effedl  Union, 
-and  not  Union  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  reje^ing  the  claim. . 
.Still,  howeve^,  the  fcheme  is  not  avowed  to  Parliamenf  or  People; 
we  only  difcover  it  by  the.  accidental  difclofure  of  a  minifterial 
xrorrefpondence.  During  the  administration  ot  Lord  Camden,  of 
'«7hom  I  wifli  to  fpeak  with  every  degree  of  perfonal  refpeift,  a 
lystem  was  adopted,  certainly  not  caknJaCed  to  foften  religious 
antmoiities,  ♦r  to  endear  the  Parliament  to  the  Iiiih  People.  I 
'db  not  mean  to  comment  on  the  propriety  of  thofe  meafures,  but 
when  F  reflc'd  that  the  Britifh  Minifter  had  hatched  the  plan  of 
Union  before  they  were  adopted,  and  when  I  fee  the  fuppofed 
;alienalion  of  people  from  Parliament  in  confequeuce  of  thofe 
meafures,  and  the  religious  and  political  animoGties  excited  by 
•them,  u fed.  as  theinftrmnentsfor  effefiing  that  plao,  I  cannot  de- 
left: my  mind  of  the  fuipicion,  that  the  plap  was  adopted  to  effe^ 
the  purpofe.  During  the  adminiftralion  of  that  Nobleman  the 
TOoft  extenlive,  deep-laid,  well- planned,  and  wicked  confpiracy 
that  ever  nation  efcaped  from,  was  hatched,  matured^and  prepared 
to  bnrft  upon  the  country.  It  was  dete£ted  in  al  is  parts, 
#nd  publiihed  in  all  its  details^  and  the  energies  of  the  nation 
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cafkd  out   to    reM  it,    b^  tde  vigrlance,    infbrmatiofi,   and 
Tefourcet    of  a   refident^  (uptrintcnding  Irifli    Parliament.     If 
t^is  wicked  plot  of  ^ynioa  had  then  been  efie€ted,  and  our  ParKa- 
inem  at  Weftminfter,  every  veftige  of  BritiOi  connexion  would 
have  been  fwept  offthefuce  of  the  land»— Well,  Sir,  this  Re- 
bellion burft  on  the  pnblic  with  hideous  and  unexampled  atrocitj, 
and  it  was  fubftanttally  put  down  by  the  refident^  Hoyal  men  of 
Ireland — by  native  valour  and  native  honour,  before  any  reinforce* 
ment  had  arrived  from  Great  Brirain — and  it  ts,  becaufe  the  con- 
'  nexion  has  been  preferved  by  the  wtfdom  of  the  refident  Parlia- 
ment, and  by  the  valour  ind  toyahy  of  the  refident  Gentlemen^ 
of  imhind,  that  you  now  propofe  to  banifh  both.—- 'In  the  fummer 
of  17^,  Lord  Cornwaliis- arrived  in  this  country,  a  man  of  high 
character  and  great  military  fame,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  repell- 
ing invadon,  not  for  the  purpoA;  of  fubduing  rebellion,  but  to 
apply  all  his  charader  and  all  his  powers  to  the  achievement  of  a 
political  purpofe.     I  wilt  not  dwell  on  the  glories  of  a  miltcarjr 
campaign~l  mean  him  no  peribnal  difrefpe£t^-4)ut  this  Imuft 
obferve,  that,  whilft  the  military  Lord  Lieutenant  was  in  the  field 
with  an  atmy  of  60,000  men  to  fupport  him,  hiftory  will  have  it 
to  record,  that  we   are  indebted  to  a  gallant   Irimman,    (Mr. 
Vereker)  at  the  head  of  about  S09  native  tro'ops,  for  having  with- 
ftood  the  enemy,  and  prevented  the  capital  of  Ireland  ffoVn  being 
entered  in  triumph  by  a  body  of  not  one  thoufand' Frenchmen.    I 
do  not  wiAi'to  enquire  too  minutely,  why  the  embers  of  an  ex- 
tinguished rebellion  have  been  io  long  fuffiened  to  exift^— I  do  not 
wim  to  derogate  from  the  praiie  to  which  the  Noble  Lord  may 
be  entitled  for  his  clemency  ;  its  very  exceiTes,  if  they  do  claim 
praiie,  are  at  lead  entitled  to  indulgence— but  when  I  fee  that 
all  the  rays  of  mercy  and  forbearance  are  referved  to  gild  the 
brow  of  the  Vic6rov»  and  that  all  the  odium  of  harfhnefs  and  fe- 
verity  are  flung  upon  the  Parliament — when  I  fee  the  clemency 
of  the  Chief  Governor  throwing  itt  mantle  over  the  midnight 
murderer— when  I  fee  it  holdiog  parley  with  the  armed  rebel  in 
the  field — and  when  I  fee  the  tafle  of  making  war  againft  the  vic-r 
(im  in  his  grave  and  the  infant  in  his  cradle,  thrown  by  the  fame 
Government  upon  the  Pailianient,  I  cannot  avoid  fufpefiing  that 
there  is  fomething  more  than  the  mere  ma(k  of  human  kindnefs» 
in  the  forbearance  on  the  one  part,  and  fomething  more  than  mere 
political  caution  in  the  feverities  of  the  other.     But,  Sir^  this  re- 
bellion was  fubdued  by  the  Parlianient  ami  people  of  Ireland  i 
and  before  the  country  had  a  breathing  time,  before  the  loyalift 
had  time  to  reft  from  his  laboUrs-*-before  the  iraitop^had  received 
i)is  punifhment  or  his  pardon,  whtlft  we  were  all  dunned  by  the 
ftu{>endous  events  wiiicb  had '* -ibArcely  pailed—*whilft  fomething 
little  (hort  of  horror  for  all  poHlical  proj<r^s  had  feized  the  mind 
of  every   man— *vithilft  the-  grdund    was  yet  fnioaking  with  the 
bkK>d  of  an  ONtfiil  and  of  a,  Mount  joy  *—theL  wicked  coofpiracy 
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was  anhOllnced  whi^b  was  to  rob  i;faeir' country  of  its  liberfief^ 
-and  their  minor  children  of  theif  birth-right. — With  a  fu(ptndtd 
'  Habeas  Corpus  At"t,  with  oiilitary  tribunal  in  every  county,  the 
overwhelniing  and  irretrievable  meafure  of  Union  was  announced 
for  the  free,  enlightened,  and  caiai^ifcuilion  of  an  liiih  Farlia* 
nient,  and,  with  all  thefe  engines  of  terror  Aiil  fufpended  over 
their  heads,  it  is  again  fubmitted  to  theiit.  How  was  it  brought 
forward  ?^— A  hireling  of  the  Caftle  employed  to  traduce  Parlia- 
ment and  infult  the  country— hopqs  held  out  to  the  Catholic  that 
that  he  iliould  be  eftabliflied  if  he  adiopted— threats  to  the  Pro- 
tedant  that  he  ihould  be  annihilated  if  he  reje(:ted — the  Confti- 
.  tmion  of  1782  openly  treated  a$.^  fydeni  of  force  on  our  part 
,  and  of  coixipulfion  on  the  part  of  England,  and  the  right  to  re- 
funne  it  openly  aiferted.  Whild  this  iixipolttic  infult  was  circulated 
.through  the  country  by  the  authority  of  Government,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  fent  to  fome  of  the  principal  Gen tlemen,  merely  to 
requeft  their  attention  to  the  fubjed  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  to^ 
aiTure  them,  that  he  didfnot  vfiQa  it  to*be  carried,  unlefs  by  the  un- 
influenced opinion  of  the  wealth,  and  fenfe  and  loyalty  of  the 
country.  What  was  the  firft  Parliamentary  ftep  ? — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer^  and  Prime  Serjeant  turned  out  of  office, 
becaufe  they  ventured  to  declare  an  opinion  againft  it.  The 
meafure  then  broiight  forward  without  hinting  at  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  bi|t,  on  the  contrary,  aflerting  the  full  competence  of 
the  Parliament  to  decide  without  them.  An  inUdious  fpeech  pre- 
pared by  the  Mmifter  and  delivef«d  from  the  Throne,  afF<ifting  lo 
advife. merely  general  ftrcngthening  of  the  Empire,  but  which  the 
Secretary  was  compelled  to  avow  meant  .Union,  and  Union  only— 
What  followed  ?— The  mealure  wasjutlified  by  the  Noble  Se- 
cretary on  account  of  the  poverty  and  wretchednefs  of  Ireland, 
ajld  the  rveceifiiy  of  ft  para  tip  n.  flowing  from  the  Conttitutfon  of 
1782.  ^he  principle  of  influence  which  bad  been  exerted  was 
juflihed,  and  the  intention  fairly,  avowed  of  toiiowing  it  up  to  the 
full  extent  of  the  prerogative, — thequeftton  was  difcufled  for  iwa 
days  in  all  its  relations,  the  principle  exatnined,  and  the  details 
fuppofed  the  moft  favourable  which  poffibly  could  be  granted  to 
Ireland  j  and  after  th^t  full  ditcufliori,  in  defpight  of  the  calami- 
ties and  terrors  of  the  times,  in  defpight  of  the  furprife  with 
which  it.  was  brought  on,  in  defpight  ot  the  influence  exercifed 
and  avowed,  the  preliminary  principle  was  rejcdrd  by  a  majority 
not  only  not  afting  under  any  corrupt  influence,  but  againft  all 
corrupt  influence. 

I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  tranfport  with  v/hich  that  deter- 
mination was  received  in  evory  corner  of  the  kingdom  ;  whatever 
mi.;hi  have  been  the  former  €WK)ri5of  Parliament,  they  were  Jolt 
in  the  virtue  and  fplendor  of^tth^^t  event.  What,  Sir,  was  the 
cpnirqiience  >  In  Oppofiiion  tpi the  declared  Itnfe  of  Parliament, 
and  kiiown  wi/hcs  of  the  People,  you  were  told,  by  one  whom  I 
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uihay  ivithoiii  biF«nce,  call,  iT  not  k  hoy,  at  hztt  9.itTj  young 
Inaa,  ^*  that  you  were  all  in«error— that  jop  Ihould  hereafter  im* 
plore  us  a  blemiig,  what  you  no#  deprecate  as  a  cnrfe— and  that 
he  would  nefei-Tofe  Hght  6f  the-ni^fiire,  but  would  govern  you 
Tor  the  purpofe  ;'*-^-I^iki  was  fuch  language  ot  conduct  ever  ven* 
tured  on  by  a  defeMed  Minrfter;  or  would  this  infolisnce  havft 
been  dared,  if  you  had  been  confidfefisd  as  a  free  Parllanient,  or  n, 
free  people  ?  '  What  i^as  the  conduQ  in  threat  Britain  ?  Exa6tly 
correfponding  incontemptuoUibers,  with^  that  of  their  Minifter  here; 
oq  the  very  day  of  the  defeat  in  the  Irtfh  Parliament,  theMinifi^ 
ter  of  England,  confiding  in  the  dark  promifes  of  his  partisans 
here>  and  taking  our  acqmefc^nce  to  the  ftfrroider  of  otlr  ConiU- 
tution  as  a  thing  bf  courfe,  announces  the  meafure  to  the  6ritiilt 
Parliament,  and  gains  their  ready  aflent— *no  reiudance  on  their 
part,  as  when  the  FREE  TRADE  was  obtained^-^-^ — no  reluc- 
tance as  on  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  h  or  on  the  renunci^ 
atioa,  or  on  the  coibmercial  propofiiions,  which  we  thought  ib 
bad,  that  we  rejeded  theai,  althi>ti^h  they  acceded  to  them  with 
regret  as  much  too  good  for  u^.  No,  Sir,  kno^i^ing  that  tJnibit 
would  make  them  maftcrs,  their  ready  acquicfcence  is  procured* 
Well  1  by  the  temerity  and  bo4fting  of  a  very  young  man,  the 
Parliament  of  one  tountry  is  committed  againft  the  other.  What 
.is  done  by  the  Minifter  When  the  difappointment  is  announced  t 
Is  be  overwhelmed  with  ihame  ?  ^  Anxious  to  extricate  himfelf^ 
No  ;  he  proceeds  with  as  mtich  compofure  as  if  he  had  our  cbm« 
plete  alTent ;  he.  treats  us  like  (illy,  paflionate  children,  and  goes 
on- to  adjuft  the  t^rms.  He  makes  a  lofty  turgid  fpeech,  ulks 
in  high  founding-general  terms  of  ^ncreafed  refources  and  confo- 
lidaied  ftreagth  i  a  couple  of  powdered  lacquies  of  epithets  w&it-* 
w^  upon  every  fttbftantive«  Whatever  we  may  think  of  d» 
witdom  or  jui^nefs  of  the  nation,  we  cannot  but  admire  its  bflHon 
and  its  pomp  i  and  after  all  this  abfurd  jargoo  which  has  been  fo 
oftea  exporfed,  he  prjoceeds  to  inform  the  Briiifli  Hoitfe^  that  hat 
U  fatisfied  an  enjightened  majority  muft  proceed  to  adopt  the  meo* 
fare  4  and  after  the  great  Leviathan  has  concluded  his  tumblings* 
ft  ypung  whale  puu  tip  his  noftrils,  and  fpttrts  his  blubber  on  this 
country,  and  tells  a  Britiih  Senate,  that  when  he  came  over  to 
Irela/id  to  put  down  the  rebellion^  he  difcovened  the  true  dia* 
rad^r  of  the  country,  and  that  it  is  beft  fummed  up  by  Swift^s 
v^rfes  on  the  town  of  Carlow,  **  High  chi»rcfa  and  low  fteeple* 
ix>or  t<>wn  and  proud  people  t*'  and  all  this  to  tht  great  a<lmirft*- 
tion  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  liberal  alTembly  in  the  world.  Give 
me  leave,  Sir,  here  to  advert  to  the  declaration  made  10  the  Hoafr 
of  Lords  on  the  iame  fubjc6t  by  my  Lord  Auckknd,  who  had 
been  an  Iriili  Secretary  in  the  Adminiftratbn  of  Lond  Carliflc»sfid 
her  declares,  **  that  he  knows  enough  of  the  theatre  of  a^ioo* 
aod  of  the  principal  a^ors  on  that  theatre,  to  4o  them  the  jttf* 
tice  to  believe,  that  their  refiftanee  will  gite  wajr  to  fthecoro- 
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.mandirtg  voiee'of  Reafon,  and-of  Truth.**— Whoever  remembei*^ 

the  aiiminiiliatlofv  ot'  that  noble  Lord  in  this  country,  when  he 

w^5  Mr.  Eden,  would  be  abte  to  comprehend  the  tutl  force  and> 

itlehcacy  oi  the  drain  of  irony  in  which  he  proives  the  candour  anit 

docility  of  ^helnfh  Parhament.' 

>     On  fuch  grounds  as  thefe^  in  defiance  of  our  proceedings,  the 
Crown  is  addr^ffed,  and-fhe  Puther  of  his  People  is  oiade  to  fay». 
that  he  will  take  the  fird  opportunity' of  laying  betore  his  Irifh. 
Parliament  the  fame  principle  in  t^e  detail,  which  they  had  al- 
.ready  reje6^  in  the  general.' (Here  it  wasfaid  trom  the  TrealiU"/ 
Bci?ch,  that   his  Majefty's  expreffion  was  not  **  the  fr;ft,"  but  a 
**  propet**  opportunity).. I  thank  the  noble  Lord  ibr  the  cortcdton  ;» 
vre  ihalt  fee  prefently  in  what  the  propriety  of  the  opportunity 
«onii(Ved.     Has  the  royal  word  been  kept  in  that  refped  by  the 
Minifter  ?     The  refokition  paf&d  eaily  i»  the  ieOions ;  the  Iri/h 
4^arlianient  was  adjoulned  at  the  requed  ot  the  noble  Lord,  tofv 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  our  being  appiised  of  the   relult  of  the 
Englifli  deliberations  $  and   yet  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
iellioa  not  a' word  is  faid  upon  the  fubjeti^     The  proper  oppor-- 
tunity  hsd> not  arrived  ;  but  the  noble  Lord  was  certainly  not  re-- 
niifs  in  hts  to  create  that  propriety  ;  he  proceeded  to  accotripiiih 
the  predidions^  of  the  British  Miniiler,  and  of  himfelt,   to  en- 
deavour to  cornipt^and  pack-  the  Padiament^  fo  that  an  enlight- 
ened majority   fhouid  pals  the  ineature,  and  io  to  govern  the 
country,  that  they  ihould  injplore  Union,^,  or  any  thing  lathec 
than  remain  as  tiiey  were  ;  how:  efFeflual-  the  latter  part  of  hi»* 
^^     plan  has  been  you  perceive,  troin  the  declaration  of  the  Hon. 
Member,  (Do6tur  BrowDe]  who  declares  tiiat  he  is  made  a  pro«^ 
lelyte  to  the  roeafure  by  the  abominable  procetyiings  of  the  Mi* 
nifter  and  the  Parliament.  -  The  Minifter  in  the  mean  tiine  pro- 
ceeded Vd  execute  his'threats^f  difmifiion  ^om  oiRce—- every  man^ 
>ivhether  in  a  conMential  fttuation  or  not,  who  dared  to  ezprel» 
Ills  firee  opinion,  was«  difmifTed,  when  men  would  not  be  bale 
enough  openly  to  apoftatixe— their  refignation  purcfaafed— •-the* 
p)ace*bi!)y  which  had  been;  eni^^c),  toxpreferve  the  liberties  of 
the  fubjedl,  converted  inte  an  inilrument  to  opprefs  them  ^  and  no 
man  fuffered  to  vacate  hi»  leat,  iralels<he  would  ftipuiat^  an  Uni-* 
onift  tor  his  fncceiTor..    The  i'ame  Lord  Lieutenant  who  had  at 
firft  declared  his  intention  to  iubuiit  the  qpeftion  to  the  uninflur 
enced  fenfe  of  the  country^  frankly  avowed  his  determination  toi 
abufe  the  prerogative  for-  thi»  fcandalout  purpoie  ^  and  the  Noblei^ 
1u>rd  who  had  declaimed  m  full  Parliament,  that  he  never  would 
prefs  the  meafurev>  even  with  a  majority  againll  the  free  fenle  of 

Parliament,  hfeard  faimfelf  publicly  branded  with  his  ihameful  de 

parture  from  that  pron)ife»  in  the  cafe  of  Colonel  Cole*  without 
having  the  hardihood  to  denf  it  I    The  Britiih  Minider  thought 
this  laft  a£t  too  indecent,  even  for  the  nieiidian  of  Ireland/  and 
tiie 'Parliament  was  the  next  day  prorogued. 
,     '  Thar 
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The  piablic  will  not  eafily  forget  that  memorable  day,  when  (he 
Vfher  of  the  Black  Rod  was  Rationed  within  the  doors  of  the  Com- 
tnom,  to  watch  the  inftant  at  which  the  Houfe  aifembled.  The 
4>ublic  will  not  eafily  forget  the  indecent  precipitation  with  which 
ithe  Meflage  from  the  Tlwone  was  delivered,  without  allowing  time 
•even  for  the  ordinary  vote  of  thanks  to  you,  Sir,  for  your  conduct 
in  that  chair.  They  will  not  eafily  forget,  not  theabfence,  but  thte 
<difgraceful  flight,  of  the  Mtnifter  of  the  x:ountry,  to  avoid  the 
^xpbfure  and  the  punifiiment  of  guilt.  When  the  fund^ionsoF 
this  Houfe  were  thus  fuperfeded,  his  Excellency,  for  the  firit 
4.ime,  fought  proper  to  inform  them  of  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Britifli  Parliament ;  and  he  was  further  pleafed  to  infinuate,  that 
it  would  be  a  great  fatisfadion  to  him  in  his  old  age,  if  we 
/would  be  fo  good  as  to  adopt  this  meaAire  of  an  Incorporating 
Union*  I  trauft  for  one  beg  to  be  excufed  from  making  quite  fo 
^reat  a  facrifice,  from  mere  perfonal  civility,  to  any  Lord  Lieu« 
tenant,  however  rcfpeftable  he  may  be.  The  independence  of  a 
nation,  I  inuft  own,  4oe«  not  appear  to  me  to  be  exa6Uy  that 
kind  of  bagatelle,  which  is  to  be  offered  by  way  of  compliment* 
•either  to  the  youth  of  the  Noble  Lord  who  honours  us  by  his 
prefence  in  this  houfe  |  or' to  the  old  age  of  the  Noble  Marquis^ 
who  occafionaUy  fheds  his  fetting  luftre  over  the  other  ;.  to  the 
£rft,  I  am  difpc^ed  to  dfay,  in  the  yfordi  of  Waller — 

*♦  I  pray  thee,  gentfe'boy, 
•*  Prefs  mc  no  more  £or  that  flight  toy'*— 

and  to  the  latter,  I  might  apply  the  language  df  Lady  Conftahce— « 

'*  That's  a  good  child— go  to  its  grandam — give  grandam  kingdpm— • 
aad  itsgrandam  wiU  give  k  a  pumh,  a  cherry,  and  a  fig — there*s  a  good 
grandam*' — 

I  hope,  tbereibrey  Sir,  I  fhall  doc  be  thought  impolite,  if  £ 
decline  the  offer  of  the  ConlUtution  of  Ireland,  cither  as  a. 
garland  to  adorn  the  youthful  brow  of  the  Secretary,  or  to  be 
fufpended  o^r  the  pillow  of  4he  Viceroy. 

■never»to»be^orgotten  feffion^  What  has  fince 
urtng^die  whole  interval  between  the  lellibns,~'the 
ame  baretaceo  fyftem  oi  parliamentary  corruption  has  been  pur* 
fued — difmiffals,  |>ro«iotions,  threats,  promifes — in  defpite  of 
all  this,  the  Mtnifter  feared  he  could  not  fucceed  in  Parliament^ 
and  he  affefled  to  appeal  to  what  be  had  before  defpifed,  the 
fentiment  of  the  people.  When  he  was  confident  of  a  majority^ 
the  people  were  to  be  beard  only  through  the  Conftitutioaal 
medium  of  their  ReprefeiFtatives ;  when  be  was  driven  out  of 
Parliament,  the  fenfe  of  the  People  became  every  thing.  Bribes 
were  promifed  to  the  Catholic  Clerg^y  -;  ^bribes  were  promifed  to 

(the  Prefbyterian  Clergy — I  truft  they  have  been  generally 
fpurned  with  the  contempt  they  merited.  The  Noble  Lord  under* 
ftands  but  badly  the  genius  of  the  fleligion  in  which  he  ^a# 
educated — ^you  held  out  hopes  to  the  Catholic  Body,  which  were 
never  intended  to  be  gratified  ;  regardlefs  of  the  difappointment» 
»nd'  indignation,  and  eventual  rebellijOB^  whicK  you  mights 
kindle— *«egardlefs  of  every  ^hiog»  provided  the  prefent  paltrf ' 
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li|tk  objcA  were  obttuited-«*io  tii«  fiime  brendi  yoa  bchi  out  pro^ 
^ffioBB  to  the   Prot^aat,  equally  ckekifive  |  and  having  th4i« 
prepai'ed  the  way,  the  Re^efentatWe  of  Majefty  fet  oi^  on  his 
.mi^iiy  to  court  his  Sovereign,  the  Majefty  of  the  People.     It  hk 
painful  to  dwell  on  that  di%ra09ful  expedition<*-«o  plaiee  too  ob- 
tiure  to  be  yifited^  no  rank  too  low  cobecourted-^no  threat  toq 
vfle  to  be  refrained  from<r-«,the  countiea  not  fought  xo  be  legally 
convened  by  their  (hertfFi-^no  attempt  to  collet  the  unbiafied 
fttffrage  of  the  intelligent  and  independent  part  of  the  community 
—-public  addrefles  fought  for  Groip  petty  viUages-^vrand  private  fig- 
IKitures  fmuggled  from  public  counties— -and  how  procured  i   hj 
the  influence  of  abfentte  landlords ;  not  over  the  affe^HonSf  but 
:Oyer  the  terrora,  of  their  tenantry,  by  griping  agepta  a^nd  reve^ 
•l>Ue  offlcera*— ^nd  after  all  this  mummery  had  been  ekhaufted^ 
itfter  the  luftre  qf  royalty  had  been  tarnifhed  by  this  vulgar  inter* 
Courfe  with  the  loweft  of  the  rabble,  after  every  fpot  had  been 
fjfileded  where  m  paltry  addreCs  could  be  procured,  and  every 
.place  avoided,,  where  a  manly  {entiment  could  be  encountered, 
,||fter  abufing  the  namos  of  ^he  dead,  and  forging  the  fignatures  of 
;the  living,  9^ter  polling  tl^  inhabitant  of  the  gaol  and  calling  out 
^iigillnft  the  porliameQt  the  fiiflhiges  of  thofe  who  dare  not  come 
in  to  fign  them  tiU  they  had  got  their  protedions  in  their  pockety 
'  after  employing  the  revenus  officer  to  threaten  the  publican,  that 
be  fhoiild  be  marked  as  a  yifSdto^  and  the  agent  to  terrify  the 
ihiverjng  tenant  with  the  pnafped;  of  hts  turf-bog  bf;ing  withheld, 
if  he  did  not  fign  yo^  addrefles»  after  employaog  ^yd^r  mUitary 
commanders,    the  uncontrolled  arbiters  of  life  and  death,    to 
^ittttt  the  rabble  agalofl  the  cpoftiituted  authorities,  after  fquee^Ltng 
the  loweft  dregs  of  a  population  of  ne^r  five  millions,  you  ob* 
tained  about  five,  thoufand    fignatpres,   tbr^  fourths  of  wHoii| 
^ffixed  their  names  in  furprife,  terror,  or  total  ignorance  of  th« 
fubjed ;  and  after  all  this  canvaft  x>f  the  people,  and  after  all  thif 
porfjjption  wafted  on  the  Parliament,  and  aifter  all  your  boafting 
tha(  you  muft  carry  the  qnaaCure  by  a  triumphftn^majority,  you 
•^dp-not  dare  to  announce  Ihe  fubjcfi  iri^the  Jpcecn  from  th« 
throne.     ¥ou  tialk  of  reipe(^  for  our  gracimip  Sovereign*^!  aJk|* 
what  can  be  a  more  grofs  difrefpc^^  than  tbiitampering  \i^tth  ^^ 
royal  oamc-T-pledged  to  the  Englifh  I^irliament  to  briqg  the  mea«- 
ture  before  us  at  a  proper  opportunity ^-t-holding  it  out  to  us  at 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  i^ffion,  ^nd  not  'daring  to  hint  it  at  the  be- 
ginning pfthtSf^-Is  it  not  tiotoripuB  why  yon  do  nothrisg  forward 
|;he  meafure  now?  Becatffe  the  frtiitsofyourcom^ion  have  not  yet 
blolToTned,   beca|ifc  you  did  not  di^re  to  hazard  the  debate  lafi 
feflion,  in  order  to  ^11  up  the  yacanpies  which  the  places  beftowed 
by  you*  avowedly  for  this  queftion»  had  of:cafic5iied,  and  becauiCp 
you  have  employed  the  interyalin  the  £ime fordid traiTic,  and  be- 
^aufe  you  have  a  band  of  difinterefted  patriots  waiting  to  come  tu 
9Mid  compleat  the  enlightened  tnajority,  who  are  to  vote  away  tho 
Ub^rties  of  Ireland, 
^.      Will  you  (^are  to  a^  on  a  majority  fo  obtained  ?  Fatal  will  be 
^  pm  councils,  and  dif^ftrous  youf  fatej^  ^yo^  ^Qlye  tq .  do  ib-^ou. 
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have  adopted  the  extremes  of  the  defpot  and  tfae^eVMut ionift^  you 
have  invoked  the  loyal  people  and  parliament  of  Iielatid*  who  were 
not  iSalling  on  yoa — you  have  afTayed  every  m^ans  to  corrupt  tl^t 
parliament  if  you  could  to  fell  then*  country;  ydu  have  exhaufted 
the  whole  patronage  of  the  cro^wn  in  execution  of  that  fyilem;  and 
to  crown  all,  you  openly  avow,  and  it  is  notorioudya  part  of  your 
plan,  that  the  Conftitutton  of  Ireland  is  to  he  purcha(ed  for  a  ^i* 
pulated  Turn ;  I  (late  a  fa6l«  for  which  if  untrue,  I  deferv^  ferious 
repreheofion ;  1  ftate  it  as  a  fa£k,  that  you  cannot  dare  to  deny,  that 
15,0001.  a  piece  is  to  be  given  to  certain '  iodividuaU  as  the  price 
for  their  furrendering — What?  Thttir  propcrt/?  No ;  hut  the 
rights  of  rieprefentation  of  the  people  of  Ireland;  aodyou  wiH  then 
proceed  in  tliis,  of  in  an  imperial  parliament*  talay  taxes  on  thx; 
wretched  natives  of  this  hind  to.  pays  the  purchafe  of  their  owfji 
|Q[avery.r-*It  was  in  the  laft  ftage  of  vice  aikl  decrepiiude  that  the 
Roman  Piirple  was  fet  up  for  fale>  and  the  fcepire  of  the  world 
Iransferred  fur  a  ftipuUted  prios  i  but  even  then  the  horde  of  flavea 
iwho  were  to  be  ruled,  would  not  have  endured  that  their  coootry 
-ftfelf  ihould  have  beeo  eoilayed  to  another  nation-^oJiQe  pcrfuade 
fjourielics  that  a  ^onng,  gallant,  hardy,  ^nchufiaftie  people  likechc 
IrBh,  ar^  to  be  euOaved  byraeans fo  vtle,  or  wiii  fiibmit to iajuries 
fo  palpable  and  gallipg.J^From  thofe  a&s  of  de^tifoa  you  plunge 
'into  the  phren^y  of  reyplution,  at  a  time  when  that  politfesl  mad* 
pefs  has  defolated  the  face  of  the  worU,  wheA  all  eftabli^meat  is 
daggering  under  the  drunkennefs  of  theovy— fin chiscountry,  which 
it  is  faid  has  been  peculiarly  vifited  by  this  peftilence,  when  even 
the  projects  i^hich  the  noble  LoixTmay  recoUedl. to.. have  been  len- 
tertained  by  (he  Northern  Whig  Club  have  been  nece£&rily«fiuf 
pended,  if  not  abandoned — when  you  have  found  it  neceilary  t 
ipnad  temporary  hws,  taking  away  almoft  every  one  of  the  ordi- 
nary privileges  of  the  fubje£k?  pf  a  Free  ConliitUtion — with  the 
Trial  by  jury  fuperfeded,  and  the  whole  country  fubje^  to  martial 
law— a  laWf  by  which  the  liberty  and  life  of  every  man  reds  mere- 
ly on  the  fecurity  of  military  difcretion-^a  law,  which  yoii  have 
jiot  yet  ventured  to  repeal,  and  the  neceflity  of'  whofe  cunrinu* 
ance  is  ftrongly  hinged  in  the  Speech  from  thii  Throne — with  a 
bloody  rebdlion  only  extinguifhed,  and  a  forniidable  invafion  only 
efcapedi — you  qaJl  on  this  diftra&ed  country  to  unroof  itfelf  of  its  | 
Conftitution,  and  having  been  refufed  by  the  wifdom  and  virtue 
of  Parliamenti  y»u  dciire  the  rabble  of  every  defcription  go  array 
themfelves  againit  the  coniiituted  authorities,  and  to  put  dowa 
their  Parliament,  becaufc  tliey  would  not  put  dowa  the  Coniiitur 
tion  — Are  the  people  of  Ireland  cured  of  their  phrenay?  Take 
)ff  their  fetterfr-rreftore  the  Habeas  Corpus— give  back  the 
Vial   by  Ji^ry-— repeal  thcMartial  JLaw  BiU»-^let  the   ordinary 

courie^arc  iney  roaniacs*  and  are  they  rasP 
4iaciecf—ao  noi  &k€t"lMtn  into  law-givers  and  judges — du 
not  infult  them  by  a  mock  appeal-<*.do  not  at  the  fame  time 
•trample  on  them  as  (laves,  and  worship  them  as  matters, »  ■  ■> 
Thefe,  Sir,  are  not  the  times  for  theory — let  us  cling  to  expe* 
^icnce—it  teUs  ^8  we  can  exift  with  a*  common  ICing  and  (epa- 
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rate  Parliaments,  becaufe  we  have  done  (6  for  ages— aad  therefore 
when  I  fee  a  modern  Solon  taking  to  pieces  the  different  parts  of 
our  Conftitution,  like  thofe  of  a  watch,  and  aiking  *'  If  jou 
have  a  common  king,  would  it  not  be  better,  a  priori^  to  have  a 
common  Parliament,**  I  laugh  at  his  viiions. — Will  he  ainfwer  to 
nie  that  if  the  people  are  called  on  to  pull  down  the  Parliamentary' 
^part  of  their  Conftitution,  they  will  ftop  precifely  there  ?  I  a(k  him 
further,  what  is  there  in  his  theory  of  equal  value  to  the  proof  froobi 
experience,  that  a  common  King  and  feparate  Parliaments  produce 
a  good  pra6tical  fyftem  of  liberty  and  connexion  ?  The  two'Par- 
liaments  may  clafh!  So  in  Great  Britain  may  King  and  Parliament ; 
but  we  fee  they  never  do  (o  injurioufly.  There  are  principles  of 
repuliion !  yes ;  buC there  are  principles  of  attradion,  and  from 
tbefe  the  enlightened  ftatefman  extrads  the  principle  by  which  the 
countries  are  to  be  harmonioufly  .governed.  As  foon  would  I  lifteii 
to  the  {hallow  obferver  of  nature,  who  /hould  fay  there  is  a  cen- 
trifugal force  imprefled  on  our  globe,  and  therefore,  left  we  ihould 
be  hurried  into  th&  void  of  /pace,  we  ought  to  ruih  into  the  centre 
to  be  confumed  there-— >No-— I  (ky  to  this  rafli  grra^gner  of  the  dil^ 
penfations  of  the  Almighty,  ther^  are  impulfes  from  whofe  whole^ 
i  tome  oppofition  eternal  wijfdom  has  declared  the  law  by  which  we 
,  revolve  in  our  proper  fphere,  and  at  our  proper  diftance.  So  I 
fay  to  the  political  vifionary,  from  the  qppofite  forces  which  you] 
object  to — 1  fee  the  wholefome  law  ofimperial  connexion  derived 
*— I  fee  the  twp  countries  pteferving  (heir  due  diftance  froio  each 
other,  generating  and  imparting  heat,  and  light,  und  life,  and  health 
and  vigour,  and  I  will  abide  by  the  wifdom  and  experience  of  the 
ages  which  are  pall,  in  preference  to  the  fpeculatiogsof  anyjpodern 
thilofopheiy  tSir,  liy^rh  theMinkters  of  this  country  againl 
levering  m  their  prefent  fyftem— Let  ihem  not  proceed  to  offer 
violence  to  the  fettled  principles,  or  to  ihake  the  fettled  loyalty  of 
the  country.  Let  rhem  not  periift  in  the  wicked  and  defperate 
<fo6trine  which  places  British  connexion  in  contradiftion  to  Irifli 
freedom— I  revere  them  both — it  has  been  the  habit  of  my  life  to 
do  fo.  For  the  prefent  Conftiturion  I  am  ready  to  make  any  fa- 
crifice — I  have  proved  it.  For  Brinfti  Connexion  I  am  ready  to 
lay  down  my  life— ray  actions  have  proved  it— why  have  I  done 
fo  ?  Becaufe  1  confider  that  connexion  eilential  to  the  freedom  of 
Ireland  ;  do  not  therefore  tear  afunder  to  oppole  to  each  other  theie 
principles  which  are  identified  in  the  minds  of  loyal  Irifhmen---for 
me,  1  do  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  if  the  madneis  of  the  revolu- 
tionift  fhould  ir^ll  me  you  muft  facpfice  British  Connexion^,  I  would 
adhere  to  that  connexion  in  preference  to  the  independence  of  my 
country ;  but  I  have  as  little  hefitation  in  faying,  that  if  the  wanton 
ambition  of  aMinifter  ihould  aifault  the  freedom  of  Ireland  and  com- 
pel me  to  the  alternative,  i  would  fling  the  connexion  to  the  winds^ 
and  1  would  clafp  the  independence  ot-JiULCpuntry  to  my  heart' 

^ruft  the  viftue  and  wiTaom  ottKe  fri/h  Parliamenj^and  jpgftpie 
will  prevent  that  dreadfuk  alternative  f/tJrii^aruing-^ifTtTEouIci 
come,  be  the  guilt  of  it  on  the  heads  of  thofe  who  make  it  neceflary. 
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The  Prime  Serjeant  rofe  immediately  after  Mr.  Plujokety 
and  faid  it  would  "^be  extreme  affe^lation  in  him,  were  he  to  ex- 
prefs  any  kind  of  furprife  at  the  rancour  and  calumny  with, 
which  he  and  other  friends  and  fervants  of  Government  had  been 
loaded  that  night ;  as  for  himfelf  he  had  long  expeded  it,  being 
perfe6^1y  aware  that  rancour  and  calumny  were  the  principal 
weapons  of  the  fadion  which  oppofed  the  King's  Grovemment;.-— 
Since  then  eternal  war  feemed  to  be  declared  on  their  fide*  it 
was  high  time  for  him  and  his  friends  to  examine  a  little  into 
the  pretenfions  of  the  enemy  ;  and  he  hoped  he  Ihould  be  excufed 
by  the  liberality  of  the  Houfe,*  if,  in  return  for  fo  niuch  clamour 
and  obloquy,  he  fhould  convey  to  the  fa6iion  oppoiite  to  him  a 
few  truths,  though  they  fhould  happen  to  be  mixed  with  fome 
little  degree  of  harihnefs.  He  fhould  begin  by  a  Learned  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Bufhe)  who  had  taken  a  diftinguiflied  part  in  the 
debate,  and  whom  another  Learned  Gent.  (Mr.  Plunket)  had 
reprefented  as  having  rode  fo  triumphantly  into  that  Hoi)fe  ; 
who,  if  he  could  not  be  faid  to  be  the  reprefentative  of  the  public 
fuffrage,  might  fairly  be  allowed  to  rcprefcnt  fome  portion  of 
the  property  of  the  country ;  he  was  indeed,  mofl  peculiarly  a 
public  man,  and  being  fo,  he  could  not  be  offended,  if  he  fhould 
be  made  the  mark  of  public  obfervation.  That  Learned  Gen* 
tleman  had  been  pleafed,  with'great  delicacy  and  addrefs,  to  hint  \ 
his  contempt*,  of  his  (the  Prime  Seijeant's)  pretenfions  to  the 
office  which  he  held:  perhaps  his  obfervadons  were  well  founded; 
at  leaft  it  would  ill  become  hirfi  (the  Prime  Serjeant)  to  queftion 
the  eftimate  of  the  Learned  Member  ;  and  indeed  were  he  to  form 
his  own  eftimate,  it  might  not  greatly  exceed  the  eftimate  of  the 
Learned  Gentleman — This  he  knew  full  well,  that  his  talents 
were  not  of  fuffici.ent  impottance  to  entitle  him  to  the  notice  of 
the  public,  no,  iioV  even  to  make  him  the  objedl  of  a  paltry  party 
fubfcription  ;  humble  as  he  was,  and  meanly  as  to  be  fure  he  was 
thought  of,  for  the  Learned  Member  had  afferted  it,  it  would 
anfwer  to  him  little  purpofe  to  drive  pofl:  through  the  country 
like  a  Manc*hefter  dealer,  furnifhing  the  houfes  of  certain  perfons 
with  famples  of  his  pretenfions,  '*  will  you  buy,  or  wilUyou— -if  I 
have  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  your  favour,  Gentlemen,  I 
ihall  take  care  in  a  fhort  time  to  be  furnifhed  with  fuch  an  aflbrtc- 
ment  and  fuch  a  variety  of  la6tion,  meannefs,  duplicity,  clamour^ 
and  want  of  candour,  as  cannot  fail  to  be  highly  gratifying  and 
fati8fa6kory  to  my  generous,  my  liberal,  my  diiinterefted  bene- 
factors/' Neither  his  talents  nor  thofe  of  his  friends  were  of  fuiH* 
dent  magnitude  to  be  fold  in  fhares  like  a  loan  or  a  lottery ; 
were  it  not  for  their  natural  connexions  and  the  kind  partiality 
of  their  natural  friends,  they  could  never  have  afpired  to  the  ho- 
iiour  of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  ;  it  was  beyond  their  refources  and 
above  their  exertions.     They  could  not  have  owed  their  fhare  in 
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the  rii^CMzXlcin  of  th^peofl^to  carrying  about  'ihtir  owtf«^m8<K 
"bdx^  to  (rradiiiag  upon  th«  fiH^ious  Jiberalrty  of  a^tinto»  aad 
tlte/i  caifi^idg  the  piroduce  <^f  tbeir  a^i vity  to  the  feet  of  a  oeedy 
Borou^h-tnoi]^er--^at  was  iiriinitdy  beyond  them ;  but  w&t  ic 
poliihk  thai^  tne^  couid  be  fb  far  forgetful  of  what  was  d&e  to 
themfeltres,  sinA  he  would  beg  leave  to  Cay^  to  their  coone^iioiis 
in  this  couoti^y  as  ta  creep  iato  that  Houfe  by  fuch  meaa  ^ad 
abled  devices,  he  hox^d^  at  lead:«  they  would  have  modefty  aad 
diicretloa  enough  leit  to  fiiit  their  conduct*  aud  to  know  tbcie 
places  i  to  know  that  their  conduct  lu  fuch  a  [kUatioa  ought  to 
befileoce,  tbeir  place  the  back  part  of  the  Houfe;  for  if  wkh 
unparalleled  efTronteryf  with  uoblufhing  aftirafice  theycoaid  pre-^ 
fume  to  intngk  their  impure  optntOBS^  with  thole  of  tkclcgiti- 
1  >ate  Keprefentatives  of  the  kingdom ;  were  their  taleuts  equal  to 
tkofe  of  the  firft  men  of  the  age,  and  were  they  ae  vato  of  resal 
endowments,  as  fome  peribns  (eemed  to  be  of  emptjr  fcflmid  de^ 
clamatku^.  their  very  appearance  on  their  legs,  their  very  offeriag^ 
tkemfdves  to  the  Chair  would  be  a  aaore  cogent  ^nd  coriviocinig 
argument  In  favour  t>f  a  X»egiflacite  Union  tlum  the  moft  fpleodid 
dilplay  of  oratory  which  they  could  exhibit  would  be  agaiaft  it. 
An  Union  upoa  any  terms,  an  Union  even  without  terms,  woul^ 
1>e  a  more  decent  alternative  for  Irelasd,  than  a  refident  Afleoi- 
bly  To  tainted,  ib  defiled,  by  mercenary  ^ctioo^  ^ut  he  Quitted 
with  pleafure,  'and  he  truiUd  he  bad  now  doae  for  ever  with  fo 
low  and  ignominious  a  topic  The  Prime  Seijeant  next  applied 
liimfelf  to  Mr.  PJuoket,  whom  he  addrefled  as  ooe  who  had  ex<» 

Kited  hiaifelf  with  a  great  deal  of  acrimoay  towards  hji  MajeHy'a 
vernment;  common  J4^ilice  however  forbad  him  to  treat  the 
Learned  Gentleman  as  he  had  treated  the  Goverament ;  on  the 
'Contrary  he  acknowledged  him  to  be  a  man  of  emkeni  talentSp 
and  he  believed  him  to  be  the  owner  of  many  virtues ;  ^  waa 
well  informed  that  the  excellence  pf  bis  underftanding  had  enabled 
hnn  to  overcome  the  prejudices  of  his  early  education,  and  t^t 
at  one  time,  and  that  at  no  diftant  period,  he  feemed  iincerely 
reconciled  to  the  Conditutton  of  this  Country.  It  was^a  noble 
effart  in  him  ;  he  fpoke  it  to  his  praiie :  it  evinced  the  founfdne& 
ef  his  undertaking  and  the  naruraf  purity  of  his  heart,  for  there 
was  no  ta(k  fo  flGtficult  in  nature  as  that  of  eradicating  the  pre* 
judices  of  early  life.  He  knew  alfo,  for  he  himfelf  was  a  witnefs 
to  it,  that  when  this  Country  was  convuKed  by  Rebellion,  that 
Gentiemaa  tooik  a  manly,  decided  and  active  part  in  fupport  of 
his  Sovereign  and  the  Conftitutiouv  and  at  that  time  noperfoa 
was  louder  than  he  was  in  reprobation  of  thofe  who  (haoiefully 
Ikulked  from  their  duty  and  hid  theit*  beads  upon  that  trying 
occafion  ;  his  language  then  was  that  of  open,  manly,  undifguifed 
contempt  and  reprobation ;  and  he  deferved  credit  for  that  lan- 
guage.    How  came  i;   then,    that  perfons  of  that  defcription 
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urere  ot  a  lad^eo  purified  in  the  Learned  Gentleman*t  conception  t 
Imd  were  become  his  Hon.  Friends?  What  was  it  that  had 
jpkinged  him  into  a  coaEtion  with  thofc^  ag^inft  whofe  conduct 
AOd  principlesy  to  jnake  ufe  oF  his  own  animated  language  upon 
a  fonber  oces^on^  like  young  Hannibal  jLt  the  altar,  he  feeoied 
to  fwear  eternal  and  unalterable  war.  He  would  tell  the  Houfe 
•^he  would  tell  the  Learned  Member^  diGippointed  ambition  hid 
formed  that  monftrous  alliance ;  and  indeed  upon  this  occafion 
it  feemed  to  have  blended  together  the  mod  heterogeneous  and 
difcordant  particles.  That  Learned  Gentleman,  who  had  under- 
ftanding  and  character  fuflicient  to  accomplifh  the  mod  difHcuIt  of 
all  tafltS}  that  of  counteracting  early  prejudices,  was  not  proof 
Againft  the  impulfe  of  difappointed  ambition.  *  He  knew,  andfo 
the  fact  was,  that  he  ftood  high  in  his  profeffion  ;  and  he  looked 
with  eager  Certainty  to  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  honours  and 
emoluments  under  a  refldent,  perhaps  a  reformed  Parliament, 
llvhich  were  not  quite  fo  open  to  the  Gentleman  under  an  Imperi- 
al Parliament ;  and  therefore  difappointed  ambition  had  linked 
him  to  the  objects  of  his  former  reprobation  anc|  contempt.  He 
-hoped,  however,  the  Learned  Gentleman  would  not  take  it  amifs, 
-ifi  with  great  humility^  he  conveyed  to  him  one  admonition ; 
'he  faid  before,  and  the  fact  was  itidifputable,  that  tliere  was 
no  taflc  (o  difficult  as  that  of  eradicating  early  impreffions,  and 
^OBbd  and  pure  as  the  Learned  Gentleman  might  deem  himfelf, 
ithe  ftamina  in  him  were  weak  and  deficient ;  and  (hould  he  per- 
ievcre  in  giving  way  to  one  indifcreet  political  motive,  he  waa 
moft  pMCCiailtarly  in  danger.  The  fame  difappointed  ambition 
Which  had  already  thrown  him  into  the  arms  of  the  faction  he 
^deipffedy  might  by  degrees  redote  to  his  memory  his  old  political 
^BCiples,  and  obliterate  from  it  thofe  which  he  lately  affumed,--- 
Asi^ht  by  degrees,  to  him  imperceptible  (for  he  believed  did  he 
pdrceiTe  it  he  would  reflft  it) — lead  him  into  the  vortex  of  gene- 
Mi  di(affection,  -and  might  Hi  length  plunge  him  into  the  Pande- 
momivm  of  flirious  Democracy,  out  of  which  there  would  be  no 
Mdeoiption  for  him :  no  perfon  would  lament  more  than  he  the 
n^pplicatioB  of  the  Gentleman's  talents,  or  the  extinction  of 
his^ftues)  he  couild  tiot  fee  that  Learned  Gentleman  running 
t>Hitdfold  towards  the  precipice  before  him,  without  warning  him 
«f  his  danger.  Let  the  Learned  Gentleman  believe  him,  he  was 
«  t^tudmariatt— and  his  learned  and  eminent  relation  would  in- 
fotm  him  that  valetudinarians  ou^ht  to  be  cautious  and  have  a 
HitMad  ciA-e  of  ^ir  health.  Aud  now  having  faid  fo  much 
u^  pattkiilars,  he  would  become  more  general,  and  make  fome 
«4fervatien8  upon  the  faction  to  whicfh  thofe  Gentlemen  belonged; 
Md  foxtae  per^ns  had  had  the  temerity,  (for  in  their  fituationthe 
t&Ad  call  it  by  no  other  name) — to  charge  his  Majedy's  Govcrn- 
tttnt  witli  CGlmiption  in  carrying  forward  the  mesl&re  of  att^Union. 

O  He 
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fie  (hould  beg  leave  tojcontiaft  the  cordii6^  of  tlVAt  Government 
>vlth  tlie  conduct  of  rhofe  who  had  ventured  tiO  bring  forjyafd* 
that  charge,  fome  of  whem  h«id  talked  that  night  <if  proving  fa6ts* 
at  the  Bar;  that,  it  was  w^ell-kiiowu,  was  a  (lag e  trick  to  catch- 
the  mob  ;  they  were  dared— they  were  chajiervged  to  dp  fo  ;  the 
fame   trick  was  pra^lifed   lall  fcflion    by  a  Learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  M.)  who  choofc  to  make  himfelf  the  little  hero  of  the  do- 
ty ;    but   when  he  was  preffed  to   come  forward,  the  Learned 
Member  (hrunk  from  his- own  calumny.     He  woqld .  contrail  tbfc 
condu(^  of  Government  with  that  of  the  Anti-Union  Faction*; 
SL  name  he  conferred  upon  them^  not  only  becaufe   it  coincided 
pei-fcdtly  with  propriety  of  language,  l^i  alfo  becaufe  it  ferved* 
to  diftingttifh  them   from  thofie  highly   refpe6table  pcrfons  who 
had  hithexto  opposed  the  mcafur^   of  an    Union  from    a    finctrc 
^^pinion  of  its  impolicy.     Thofe  were  perfons,  from  whom  how- 
ever he  might  differ,  he  (hould  always  moft  highly  refpeA  and 
revere.     And  as  it  had  been  the  conftant  and  unremitting  efiPort 
of  the  fadion  to  blind,  inflame  and  mislead' the tn,  fu  it  (hould 
be  his  humble  endeavour  to  open   their  eyes  to  the   cohdii6i  oF 
thofe  who  mod   prefiimptuoufly,  and  without  any  fair  preteiw 
lions  whatfoever,  have  taken  the  lead  of  them  in  this  great  mca* 
fure.     The  conftant  and   unremitting  effort  of  the  fadlion  bad^ 
been  the  fupprti!ion  of  all  difcuHxon — no  equivocal  fymptom,  he 
begged  leave  to  fay,  of  the  weaknefs  of  their  cau^i-  and  the^r 
rcforted   to  the   ufual  auxiliaries  of  weaknefs  and  a  bad  caufcy. 
namely,    fedition,^    mifreprefentation,    virulence,    and  clamour. 
To  begin  with  Sedition,  fcarcely  had  the  queftion  been  opened. to^ 
the  public  mind,  and  before  any  vaHd  opinion   could  poffibly  be 
formed  of  its  merits  or  defeats — when  it  was  more  than  hiiited  to* 
the  Yeomanry  to  lay  down  their  arms,  from  whom  this  inference 
was  beft  to  be  colledcd  by  the  public  without  being  expreffed^. 
(for  it  dared  not  be  expreffed)  that  a  federal  Union*  •with'  the 
French  Repnblie  was  preferable   to  the  difcuffion  of  an  Incorpo- 
rating Union  with  Great  Britain'.     The  country  was  not  to  be 
defended,  becaufe  Governmenthad  the  audacity  to  offer  the  fub- 

jc£t  (even  for  difcuffion. The  next  branch  of  Sedition  was  the 

loud  and  deciiivc  opinion  which  was  echoed  every,  where  rc» 
fpedling  the  incompetency  of  the  Legiflatusc.  That  was  a  topic 
which  could  not  bear  the  teft  of  reafoning,  and  indeed  if  it  were 
ncccffary,  it  was^  n»o&  aUy  refuted  by  an  Hoi».  and  Learned 
Gentleman,  (Mr.  Smith)  who  both  in  fptaking  and  writing 
had  evinced  himfelf  a  moft  able  and  diHinguifhed  fupporteroT 
the  Meafure;  he  f  poke  and  wrote^  and  the  phantom  vanKlied% 
Let  it  not  be  fuppofed,  however,  for  a  moment,  that  thofe  wh^ 
preffed  that  argument  moil  ftrongly  were  the  dupes  of  their  owa 
fallacious  aodifiiijlmmatory  reafoning.  No  fuch  thing  |  but  the  j 
•onfidcntlp  loeded  to  dupe  the  public  into  aa  opinion  of  thf 
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nocompetency  of  its  LegiHatore,  and  thereby  to  lay  a  ground  of 
Arefiftance  to  the  hw.  If  the  Meafure  could  not  be  fiipprcfTed  by 
tthc  ufual  weapons  df  virulence  and  clanfiour,  it  was  to  be  refiftcd 
by  blood — and,  if  Ws  .ears  did  not  deceive  him,  he  liad  heard 
?fuch  an  CKprcflion  made  ufe  oF  in  that  Houfe,     Any  Act  of  Par-       •  | 

iialnent  adopting  the  Meafure,  wes  loudly  declared  to  be  a  nihility,  | 

-and  ail  the  yonng  Ha^inibals  of  the  kingdom  were  to  be  aflembled  i 

at  the  age  of  nine  ytara,  round  the  Altar  of  Sedition,  to  fwear  1 

eternal  hatred  and    immortal  oppolition   to  the  Meafure  and  tht 
.JLaw.     7^he  next   branch   ^f  ScHition   was   the  very  candid,  the  ' 

wcry  grateful,  and  very  'liberal  declaratiouA  which  wexe' echoed  I 

•every  where,  refpecring  the  character  and  views  of  Great  Britain  | 

.«nd  its  Troops  ferving  in  this  country.  He  did  think',  that  the 
very  nameof  Great  'Britain  ,was  a  name  which,  at  this  crilis  par- 
:ticaiarly,  would  naturally  have  excited  in  the  mind  of  -every 
^ncnd-to  rehYn'on,  foclal  order,  freedom,  and  good  govcrnmcnr, 
^he  warmed  fentiments  of  attachment  and  applaufe,  in  whatever 
^art  of  the  Globe  he  might  happen  to  re  fide ;  and  it  was  not 
ifieceffary  to  be  connected  with  that  great  country  ^in  order  to 
<feel:that  fentimtnt;  but  when  that  fentiment  was  llrcngthened  by 
the  ties  of  blood  and  intimate  political  ^connexion,  when  it  was 
fck,  not  only  as  a  feRtiment,  but  as  a 'fecurity  for  every  thing  . 
'^valuable  which  we  enjoyed ;- cold  and  dedttute  of  every  feeling 
'of  gratilufie,  or  even  of  common  prudence  mud  be  the  hearty 
.and  doubtfal  at  lead  mud  be  the  loyalty  of  that  Irifhman,  who 
couJd  blend*  even  in; idea,  the  name  of  Briton  and  Foreigner; 
^.and  yA,' the  patriotic  cffufiprvs  of  Anti-Union ifm  had  condantly 
Tung  t4ic  changes  upon  Great  Britain's  not  only  beiiig  a  foreign, 
but  an  adverfe  Nation  j  upon  its  Troops,  who  gallantly  voiiin- 
steered  their  fervicee  to  refcue  us  from  Tcvolufeion,,  pillage  and 
'^naifacre,  and  who  really  canie  over  to  this  countKy,  not  only  to 
jprotctt  bur  perfons  ^nd  our  properties,  but  alfoto' fecure  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  our  opinion*,  as  beiag  foreign 
«roop^,  who  were  fent  over  bere  to  overawe  and  to  enflave  us.  • 
'But  there  was  a  very  good  and  valid  reafon  for  (hisi  the  tranfi- 
?tion  from  the  idea  of  foreign  to  that  of  enemy,  was  natural  and 
.cafy";  he  beljeved  there  was  a  language  in  wluch  one  word  ex^ 
^reffed  both  ideas,  and  therefore  the  Scparatid  could  not  mifs  fo 
fair  and  lucky  an  opportunity,  and  he  affumed  the  41i(iifey  dif- 
^guife  of  Anti-Uriionifm,  in  order  to  inculcate  his  fa^i^ourite  prin- 
>ciple  which  he  fondly  expected  would  fiaally  overthrow  the  con- 
nexion •  So  much  for  Sedition.— —The  next  head  Was  Mifreprc- 
^entatton,  of  wlfich  he  b^id  already  unavoidab^  touched  in  treat*  * 
ing  of  feditton,  for  mifreprcfentation  and  f«fchood  were  the 
/ground-works  of  fedition.  But  he  now  came  to  tkofc  grofs  and 
glaring  mifreprefentatlons  which  had  not  even  a  fallacy  tp  fup- 
^^tf.  them — which  could  no%  deceive  the  mod  cooamon  under- 
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flanding^  and  which  hf»d  no  fuppprt  whaterer,  but  uobluihlng^,* 
unfeeling  confidence.     When  a  great  proportion  of  the  Property 
of  the  Kingdoni  canie  forward  Vi^^  declarations  in  favour  of  the; 
Principle  of  Union,  they    were   immediately  defcribed  by  the 
Fadion  as  a  few  paltry,  infignificant  names,  although  it  was  ob** 
Tious  to  every  man  who  could  read,  that  they  were  numerouSji 
^nd  to  ever)"  man    who  knew  the  ftate   of   the  country,   that 
they  were  highly  irpportant  in  refpeft  of  property  and  confequence.. 
Well,  that  farce  was  carried  on  for  fome  tiinc,  and  then  the 
fa^ion  foftened  a  little,  and  admitted  that  there  were  fome  mea 
of  property  amongft  them :  but  what  of  that,  faid  they,  the 
population  of  Ireland  is  againft  the  (neafurej;  and  the  vdice  of  the 
people  muft  prevail ;  but  the  rebels  are  aU  for  the  Union.  What  I 
the  population  of  Ireland  againft  the  meafure,  and  the  rebels  alt 
for  it  1    Surely,  lurely,  there  piuft.  be  fome  wondcrftiUy  purifying 
principle  in  Anti-Unionifm.      What  1    of  the  boafted  mafa  of 
Iriih  population,  Anti-Unionifm  does  not  leave  one  feculent,  one 
<;orrupt  particle,  to  taint  its  own  unfullied  purity  I     What !  not 
one  rebel  I     Not  even  a  doubtful  man  J     No,  no— all  ftaunch 
a6kive  loysdifts,  who  nobly  braved  all  danger,  fcorned  the  idea  of 
timidity,  fpurned  at  neutrality  where  th^ir  King  and  their  coun- 
try were  in  danger  ; — heretofore  indeed  th^propcrty  of  the  king- 
dom and  the  rebels  ufed  to  appear  in  pppofite  diredlions,  but 
Vpon  this  occafion  they  have  formed  the  0:10ft  new,  > unheard  of^; 
vnexpe^led  coalition  in  oppofition  to  the  interefts  and  profperity 
of  the  kingdom  ;  very  well— a  great  proportion  of  the  trading- 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  refpe£table  land-holders  come  for- 
w^rd  and  declare  in  favour  of  the  meafure,  and  it  was  curious  to 
obfiefve  how  the  fadion  becomes  ever  ariftocratical  where  they 
think  it  can  anfwcr  th^ir  purpofes  ;  thefe  yftxt  immediately  pro- 
flaimed  as  low-bred  ignorant  mechanics,  vile  ftupid  peafantry'— « 
what  fhould  they  know  ?     What  weight  ought  their  opinion  tq 
bave  upon  a  public  ^ueftion  ?  befides  they  were  influenced  by 
their  landlords,  by  their  employers,  by  men  whofe  interefts  and 
theirs  were  identified  ;  in  ihort,  it  was  clear  that  no  defcripcion 
of  men  could  attain  the  good  graces  of  the  fadion,  unlefs  they 
confented  to  be  influenced  by  their  fedition,  and  miQed  by  their 
mifreprefentation  ;  every  man  who  refpefted  his  own  opinion,  oc 
the  opinion  of  thofe  whom  they  ought  to  look  up  to  and  revere, 
was  fure  to  be  branded  by  them  with  the  fouleft  caluoipies,  to. 
be  the  butt  of  their  rancour,  malignity,  and  flander.     Anotbec 
branch  of  mifreprefentation  !     the  fenfe  of  Parliament  is  agaipft 
the  tneafure,  how  much  beti^er  adapted  could  this  expreliion  bey 
the  aonfenfe  and  clamour  of  the  fadion ;  that  pofition  depended 
upon  this  foundation.     The  firft  branch  of  the  LegijQature,  Hi« 
Majefty,  at  leaft  as  far  as  recommendation  could  go,  declared  in 
favour  pf  tl)e  principle  of  the  meafure  |  the  fecpnd  branch  of  the 
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i^egjllstiict,  tlie  Hottfe  of  Fe'en,  d^eided  in  hirour  of  tfto  mca^ 
fure  ^  the  third  bmiich  of  the  I>pgiiIatorc,  the  Houfc  of  Com-v 
fDSMWf  whtn  called  .upon  by  the  AftioB  at  the  momentous  heatt 
fo£  triumph  •  for  AiDcicd  fuecefii»  to  decide  againft  the  prijKriple  of 
the  mcafnrc,  pofitively  refund  to  do  fo)  the  conclufion  was  ob- 
irious.  and  natural,  the  fctyfc  of  Parli&in.tiit  wa»  againft  the  meafurc!' 
A  NobfeXord  in  a  few  days  after  matca  the  fame  attempt,  and 
jneet«-ppcdf<ly^witb  the  (ame  fuccefc ;  t»Vrefore  the  fen fe  of  par- 
liaoMnt   was  againft  the  meafure.      To  Xoch  wretched  devifea 
,wa».tkc  faftion  driven  in  order  to  effcft  fbetr  purpofes:  ought 
His  MajeAy^  ,Goi«rnmtiit'  to  irritate  them  ?  they  bad  much  bet- 
ter ground  to  go^vpOn  in  fujf^fing  that  the  lenfe  of  Parliament 
(Was  in. favour  of  the  meafure.     As  for  himfelf,   as  he  was  not  dif* 
pofed  to  imitate  the  faettoo  in  any  thing,  fo^he  i.'bould  not  imitate 
them  intfais*     Tht  ienfe  of  -  Parliament  was  in   favour  of  the 
inealiiire  as  long  as  that  Houfe  withheld  its  opioton;     The  Prime 
Serjeant  then  begged  leave- to  addrefs  fome  obfcrvat  toiis  to  thofe 
highly-respectable  gefttlemen»    who  had  hitherto  c^ppoltd  the 
meafurey  frofn  a  fincere  opinipo  of  its  impolicy  $  in  do  tng  which,  * 
he  begged  to  be  underftdod  not  to  addrefs  them  as  a  pa/ty  oppo* 
{td  to  that  wKkh  he  bad  efpoiifed,  but  as  a  candid  anc^  Itberal 
tribunal  to  wh/ch  he  appealed  if  he  had  reprefcnted''  the  .Cactioa 
fairly;  aid  afluredl^  he  had  not  mifrcprefentcd  them  wil/ol^y- 
Could  it  be  poffibl^' that  thofe  highly-refpectable  perfons  co'vld; 
lend  their  vaiu^le  afliftance  to*  Jmch  n^en,  and  to  fuch  meanj^s 
for  the  purpofe  of  fuppreffing  all  dikufGon  upon  that  great  mea- 
fure?   furely  it- could  not  then-  hie  laid  that  the  public  were  hur- 
ried into  the  difcuflion^  unlefsimked  that  charge  were  applicable 
to  the  leaders  oif  Oppofition.     The  public  mind  had  time  to  pon- 
der upon  the  queftion  ;  and  all  the  faHe  views,  in  which  clamour^ 
prejttdicei  and  felf-intereft  might   have  .di^efied  the  quefUon  on 
either  fide,  had  had  time  to  pafs  away ;  and  if  the  public  could 
ever  be  capable  of  deciding  upon  the  full  fubjecr,  they  mud  be 
capable  then,     Could  thofe  refpectable  Gentlemen  then  lend  their 
valuable  aiiiftance  to  further  the  fchemes  of  men,  whom,  if  he 
hadreprefimted  them  fairly,  it  was  impoffibk  they  could  conti- 
nue •  to  act  with  i    furely  they  need  not  then  be  told,  that  by 
yefufing  to  commit  themfelves  againft   the  irneafure,  they  were 
pledged  to  do  nothing,  and  they  could  ftiil  have  th^;    pportunity 
left  of  rejection-,  whether  upon  the  inadequacy  ot  the  plan  or 
the  impok'cy  of  the  timey  or  any  other  ground  *which  did  not  go 
to  eternal  (bppreffion  ?     But'  fhbuld  they  fatally  be  Induced  to  de- 
cide haftily  this  night  againft  the  principles  of  the  meafure,  they 
would  be  driven  to  the  melancholy  alternative,  of  fufFering  all 
thofe  misfortunes  which  might,  and  in  his  opinion  would  arife 
pecefTarily  from  the  imperfection  of  the  prefent  fyftem,  or  to  the 
)iumil|ating  tafkof  fuing  for  that  which  they  had  fo  hallily  re- 
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J€Cted»  and  perhaps  of  fuitig  for  it  at  a  time  when  the  migfortuneft 
brought  on  by  that  very  rejection  had  fhaken  the  empire  ^  to  its 
centre,  and  rendered  all  remedy  totally  unavailing.     He  would 
beg  leave  to  call  their  attention  |o  the  eonduct  of  his  MajeHy'a 
Government,  ftripped  of  all  thofe  falfe  views  in  which  calumny 
and   (lander  had  decked  it.     When  the  queftion  was  firfl  intro- 
duced into  Parliament  by   his  Majeily's  Government^  it  was  fo 
introduced  upon  a  well-9on(idcred  opinion  of  ics  utiUty,  nay,  of- 
its  neceffity ;    when,  however,  that  Government  difcovered  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  unwilling  to  commit  itfelf  on  either 
fide  of  the  queftion  until  the  meafure  was  better  understood, ^nd 
the  public  opinion  better  afcertained.,  that  Government,  relying 
upon  the  juftice  of  its  ckufe,  did  not  ihrink  from  inveftigation, 
and  a  whole  year  had  elapfed,  during  which  that  question  bad 
almoft  exclufively  overfpread  the  public  mind;  and  what  had  been 
the  refult  ?     that  a  great  proporcioa  of  the  {kingdom  had  from 
all  quarters  come  forward  and  declared  in  favour  of  the  princi- 
ple of  the  meafure,  furely  that  an  opinion^  Co  plainly  expreffed 
and  fo  ftrongly  fupported  was  at  leaft  entitled  to  this  mark  of 
refpecf  and  deference  from  the  reprefentatives  of  tbe^people — 
that  it  fhould  at  leaft  receive  a  ,cool  difcufiion,  and  fhould  not  bs 
hooted  by  claQJour  or  ftiiled  -by  faction  ?     He  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  t;be  Gentlemen  wliotn  he  addrcfied  would  act  with 
that  real  firmnefs  which  is  always  accompani^  with  a  dignified 
moderation,  and  that  they  would  not  fufier  themfelves  to  be  the 
/engines  of  thofe  who  had  moft  prefumpt^oudy  pufbed  tb^mfelves 
before  them,  who  had   endeavoured  to  identify   their  factious 
views  with  the  public  intereft,  and  their  factious  damiours  with 
the  public  votes—who  had  confidently  arrogated  to  themfelyet 
the  nrft  place  at  the  feafl  without  having  on  the  wadding  gar- 
ment, but  whQ  foon,  very  foon,  if  he  was  not  greatly  d6(;eiyed| 
fnuft  begin  with  (hame  to  take  the  lower  room. 

Mr.  BysHE.— Sir,  I  fpeak  to  order,  which  I  think  i%  morq 
decorous  to  da  now,  than  to  have  interrupted  the  Hon, 
Member*  I  appeal  to  you,  whether  it  be  <:9nnftent  with 
order  that  any  one  Member  of  this  Houfe  fhould  allude  to 
the  circurpftances  under  which  any  other  holds  a  vfeat  in  it  ^ 
my  feat  is  not  impeached  by  a  petition,  and  is  no  fubjei^ 
for  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Member's  (the  Prime  Sergeant) 
animadverfion  :  ^et  nie  however  inform  that  Hon.  and  Learned 
Member,  that  tho'  I  4^4  no^  require  to  be  reminded  by  hinsi 
of  what  T  can  never  forget,  becaufe  it  is  the  moft  proud  and 
honourable  circumftance  of  my  life,  yet  that  he  has  ftated  the 
tranfadion,  (I  prefume  from  mifreprefentationii  made  to  him) 
altogether  contrary  to  the  truth.  I  have  been  yery  warm,  bu^ 
1  hope  fhall  fhew  my  prefent  good  temper,  and  my  candour,  by 
faying,  that  1  really  believe  the  Hon.  and  {^earned  Gentleman 
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incapabte  bt  a  Wilful  miftatement ;  apd  that  he  has  under  fome 
grofs  mififlforination  reprefented  ctrcumftances  relative  to  me^ 
which  are  not  true.  The  flattering  and  honourable  diftinction 
conferred  upon  ttie,  was,  I  folemnly  proteft  to  God,  not  only 
without  my  foKcitdtion,  but  without  my  knowledge,and  I  have  no  • 
fear  that  my  veracity  will  be  doubted  by  any  man  who  knowt 
me.  I  conclude  by  informing  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Member 
once  for  all,  that  I  hold  my  feat  hf  the  fame  title  that  he  hold» 
his  office.  My  Character  has  plac'd  me  htre,  and  his  Character 
has  plac'd  him  there. 

JVJr.  Barrington.  When  this  momentpus  queftlon  was  laft 
agitated  in  Parliament,  ]  gave  it  a  firm,  uncc^uivocal,  anddecifive 
negative.  Thai  natural  inipulie  of  fire  and  indignation  which 
pervaded  the  Toul  of  any  man  who  feh  the  inluhs  and  feared  the 
injury  to  hts  country,  glowed  in  mine ;  1  ftood  forwand  with 
firmnefsy  and  oppofed  it  with  vigour.  Since  that  period  I  have 
had  liuie  for  refltftion,  I  have  thought,  1  have  read,  I  have  deep- 
ened into  that  important  fubjedt,  and  what  was  firft  the  warm 
and  natural  impulfe  of  agitated  feelings,  has  now  become  the 
refult  of  calm  inveftigation  and  of  deliberaie  judgment.  I  am  of 
the  fame  opinion  ftill,  nor  is  there  an  inducement  on  this  ter- 
rediial  globe,  a  reward  under  that  of  heaven,  which  could  xh'n 
night  feduce  me  to  betray  my  country  ;  I  fonn  that  determination 
on  genuine  principles  of  the  moft  unfhaken  loyalty,  and  unequi- 
vocal attachment  to  the  benefits  and  the  liberty  of  the  Briti/h. 
Conftiiution  ;  ailing  on  thefe  principles  I  a6t  as  a  Supporter  of  the 
Biitifh  Crown,  and  a  friend  to  the  Britiili  Sceptre.  For  I  am 
confirmed  in  my  opinion  that  a  revolutionary  meafure  arlfing 
from  the  afhes  of  a  rebellion,  and  grounded  on  the  diftra^ions  of 
a  nation,  never  can  be  permanent,  I  know  that  the  fiim  fpirit  of 
1782  has  ebbed  for  the  moment.  But  I  alfo  know  that  in  every 
country  under  heaven  there  is  a  recurring  tide  of  public  virtue, 
^hich,  though  it  may  fometimes  recede,  yet,  like  the  billows  of 
the  ocean,  is  certain  to  return  and  diiEcult  to  reiid.  I  dread, 
]e(l  when  that'  recurring  tide  fhail  wafte  away  the  defpondency 
and  diifipate  the  teirors  of  the  Irifli  nation^  when  the  deformity 
of  dependence  ihall  appear  naked  before  them,  that  the  event 
may  become  ultimately  dangerous  to  the  mod  precious  of  all  our 
political  confiderations,  namely,  our  impeiial  connexion  with 
Great  Britain  ;  a  connexion  without  which,  Ireland  mud  fall  and 
Great  Britain  would  be  no  more  ;  with  this  imprefllon  engraven 
on  my  mind  and  interwoven  in  my  undei (landing,  I  jliould  be  a. 
bad  fubje6t  and  a  worfe  Iri(hman,  did  I  give  my  guilty  affent  t« 
the  perpetration  of  a  meafure  fo  fatal  to  the  honour  of  the  Irifli 
nation,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Britifh  empire.  As  a  good  fubje^t 
aiid  a  loyal  man  1  refift  it.  I  never  was  a  friend  to  political  inno- 
vation or  conditutional  experiment.  I  learned  and  pra£tifed  that 
IciTon  during  ten  years  thai  I  fn^ported  his  Majedy's  government, 
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Vwas  a  good  Itfton,  ^nd  'tis  his  Maj«|l/s  gavernment,  and  n^t 
my  indabilitf,  which  now  recedes  from  the  principle  which  had 
been  the  (landing  arguoaent  of  every  prieceding  Adminiftration. 
When  I  reflect  on  the  meafure  as  to  its  internal  effed,  -the  ob- 
je^ions  are  equally  ftrong  and  equally  alarming. 

Ireland  ha^s  now  nothing  to  alk,  and  Great  Britain  nothing  to 
beftowi  which  could  compenfate  the  advantage  of  indepertdent 
Conftitution,  or  the  fecurity  of  a  tefident  Lcgiflature.     Our  Con- 
ftitution  is  free,  our  trade  is  open,  our  nianufa£tures  profper,  and 
our  tranquillity  encreafing.    What  do  we  want  Which  we  may  not 
look  to  from  the  hands  of  an  Irifti  Senate  ?  What  favpur  have  we 
to  befeech  froni  the  hands  of  a  Britilli  Parliament  ?  None :  inter* 
nal  peace  and  internal  fecurity  will  be  bed  achieved  amongft  tho(e 
who  are  to  lafte  its  benefits,  and  bed  know  the  caufes  of  its  real 
'  wants  and  internal  difcordance.     When  I  refleA  on  the  means  of 
reftoring  our  tranquillity^  I  find  it  is  attainable  amongft  ourfelves. 
The  confideration  of  this  queftion  has  opened  a  new  fcene  to  mf 
reafon,  and  thrown  a  new  light  upon  my  underftandiug.     The 
herediiai'y  prejudices  of  my  early  life,  and  the  acquired  bigotry 
of  my  late  one,  began  to  Wear  away,  the  mift  began  to  diffipate, 
and  I  beheld  my  nativeCountry  rifing  above  he/  faults  and  triumph- 
ant over  her  misfortunes,  embracing  all  her  children,  clafping  her 
fifter  in  the  genuine  embrace  of  natural  loVe  and   i-ndependent 
aflfeftion,  and  with  her  rifing  hand  in  hand  in  double  drength  and 
double  profperity,  in  feparate  perfons,  but  with  united  love  and 
utiited  intereft,  ilnder  the  power  and  prote£lion  of  a  tommort 
parent.     When  I  reflefted  how  that  was  to  be  attained,  I  con- 
ceived, that  eiternally  the  kin^nefs  of  Great  Britain  woilld  etifure 
the  gratitude  of  Ireland,  and    internally  that  oblivion  was  the 
iafeft  road  to  peace  and  toleration,  the  iureft  coiirfe  to  profperity 
If  thefe  were  the  objects,  a  refident  Parliament  could'  beft  effect 
them ;.  if  peace,  and  toleration  were  not  the  objeAs,  the  Ertipire 
was  loft.     As  to  detail  of  meafurei  to  be  granted  by  a  Union^we 
wanted  no  favour ;  but,  even  if  terms  the  moft  honourable,  meft 
lucrative,  niioft  beneficial,  were  to  be  orfered,  acceded  to  and 
adopted,  where  is  the  fecurity  of  an  hoar's  contlnuancet  when 
we  have  loft  our  Parliament  ?  The  faith  of  nations  is  the  faith  of 
the   Minifter.    No  fecurity  under  Heaven    Could    we    receive 
further  than  the  will  of  a  Britifti  Minifter,  or  the  vote  of  aBritifh 
Parliament  j  the  one  alloyed  by  /the  complaifance  of  the  Iriih 
emigrants,  and  the  other  influenced  by  the  errors  or  exigencies  of 
the  moment.     And  the  fame  omnipotence  of  Parliament,  which 
it  is  argued  by  Unionifts  gives  authority  to  the  reprefentatives  to 
vote  away  the  Conftitution  of  their  country,  wotkld  give  them  as 
legal  an  authority  to  vote  away  the  confiderations  for  which  they 
fold  it,  to  the  purpofes  of  any  Minifter  who  might  buy  themfelves/ 
With  thefe  impreJiions  on  "my  mind,  it  is  impoffible  I  couKI 
fupport  a  meafure  fo  radically  repugnant  to  my  judgment,  to  mj 
feelings,  and  my  confcience. 

^  When 
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^^tm  tbb  cmei  Al^eift  Wfl»  firft  brought  forward  It  v^b 

hJAded,  the- Union  was  then  orerthrown,  but  the  blow  that  felled 

ir  wa»not  followed,  we  colke€fced  rather  to  contemplate  than  to 

improve  our  Tiftor^,  the  raoafter  lay  proArate   at  our  naercj^ 

ereiy  arm  Was  famd  to  ftrike^    but  every  weaponwas   direded 

to  a  dtftnMit  o^afi,  the  blows  fell  amongft  oarfelves,  and  the 

iBonfter  crept  away  uninjured.  1  ftepped  out  of  my  ranks  to  fmite 

Bim  ia  every  limby  but  he  eicaped  by  your  inercy^  he  was  not 

kept  down»  has  again  become  animated,  and  again  calls  for  th^ 

t^Miibat^^beUeve  il)e»  Union  can  be  only  Vanquifflied  by  Union. 

This  difcuifion  has  proceeded  to  a  great  heighlf»  the  eloquence 

and  ability  of  my  friends,  who  have  preceded^  leave  any  thine 

Jo  me  fuperfluous;  but  I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  the  calumny  I 

have  e^ipefienced,    and  the  niiireprefentatioh  I  haVe  undergone 

tdrb'  my  bppofition  to  the  meafure.     I  was  attached  to  the  late 

adminiftracion,  I  fupported  it,  I  received  favours  at  its  hands,  I 

fit  for  the  City  of  Clogber,  I  determined  to  eppofe  the  meafurea 

of  the  preient  adminiftration.     I  faw  early  what  they  aimed  at, 

and  1  determined  to  rid  myfelfof  the  obligation  which  hung  upon 

my  honor,  and  that  offer  I  did  make  in  1798,  it  was  nOt  required^ 

^et  my  not  having  done  fo  wad  made  a  falfe  pretence  againft  my 

inftegrity  to  mf  nioft  valued  friend  in  another  coimtry.     But  I 

Will  rid  myfelf  6f  an  .obligation  which  curbs  my  condu^,  I  fhall 

tinfhackle   my  fee  lined,   and  return   to  uiy  duty,   independent 

of  uny  confideration  out  my  duty  to  my  country^    Mr.  Bar-' 

ringion  tlien  went  into  a  levere  reprehenfion  of  the  Prime  Serjeant^ 

for  the  v(^ords  fattion  and  (edition,  applied  to  fuch  Gentlemen  of 

the  Bar  as  oppofed  a  Union-^^he  faid,  the  learned  Member  feemed 

tb  feel  the  confequence  of  his  profefiion  only  by  name^^bis  prac« 

tice  did  not  incommode  his  parliamentary  ftudiei^^his  vocabulary 

not  being  much  harrafied  at  the  bar,  feemed  m  full  vigour  fof 

his  parliamentary  obje&  ;  but  be  (hould  be  cautious  of  ufing  ex« 

prefiions  which' might  be  (o  fully  and  fo  juftly  retorted*    The^ 

Hon.  Member  had  a  right  to  apply  general  expreifions  to  general 

bodies,  if  he   had  a  power  to  fupport  them.     But  if  the  worda 

fediiion  and  faction  were  applied  to  him  individually  by  the 

Hon.  Meuibet,  they  were  falfe,    impudent,  and  malicious  if   as 

to  fadion,  he  knew  it  not  1  he  never  was  connected  with  aoy 

fadion ;  and  as  to  fedition,  his  loyalty  had  borne  tefts   which 

would  lofe  nothing  in  a  comparison  with  the  learned  Member, 

Mr.  Barrington  faid,  he  highly  approved  6f 'the  Horn  Baronet'a 

motion ;  it  had  his  full  and  unqualified  approbation ;  he  had  never 

changed  his  opinion  on  the  great  fubje^  i  it  remained  invariably 

the  lame,  matured  by  refledion,  confirmed  by  experience,  aa4 

founded  upon  honcft  attachment  to  Britiih  Condxion  and  Britiih 

Confiitutions. 

P  Sir 
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Str  Jonic  MACAETNiir'faicli'  that  the  obftifation  of  the  Hbkif 
Baronet  who  bad  mo? ed  the-amendment,  could  not  be  too  ftrongly* 
imprefTedf  that. the  people  of  Irdand  were  too  mnch  io  Uier 
habit  of  undervaluiog  themfdvet  and  overvalning  Great  Britain  ^\ 
that  acomparifon  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  tlie  two  countrict»  wouM^ 
open  their  eyes  to  their  own  relatife  importanoe— Great  Britain^ 
according  to  the  ftatement  of  Sir  John'Sindair,  when  Refident* 
of  the  Board  of  AgTicfiltiirr»  conuined  fisty*feven  miUiont  oF 
acreft----Ireland,  according  to  Beaufort,  contains  about  twent3r' 
millions  of  EngHfh  acret^-Great  Britain  (according  to  Chalmem* 
who  rates  therpopulation  confiderably  higher  than  Dodor  Price )^ 
contains  ifinfe'  millions  fix  hundred'  thoufand  foub^i— Ireland  con- 
tains; at  the  lowed  computation;  f6ur  millions  and'a  half— thc^ 
debt  of  Great  Britain^  according  to  Mr.  Pitt'i  ftatement  in  Jan* 
lad,  (ihcTuding  the  Talue  of  the-  long  and  ihort  annuitieSf  and> 
after  deducing  the  finking  fond). exceeds  four  bundled  and  fixty- 
ty-fix  miUionSy  exclufive  of  the  loan  to  the  Emperor,  amouncingp 
in  value,  to  about  eleven  milfions^more :  the  prefenc  debt  of  Ire-  . 
land  is  about  twenty  mittions,  fo  that' Ireland  on  about  two-fe* 
.  venths  of  the  extent  of  the  territory  of  Great  Britain  hai  nearly- 
half  her  population,  and  does  not  owe  the  twenty- third  part  oF* 
the  amount  of  her  debt*     Again^  to  (hew  that  the  Britifli  Go- 
vernment are  totally  regardlefs  of  the  internal  improvement  of 
Great  Britain,.  Sir  John  Sinclair  ftates,.  that  of  the  fixty-lereoi 
millions  of  acref  file  contains,  feven  millions  are  inci^able  of  im^ 
provement  ;^^Five  millions  are  employed  in  agriculture,  twenty- 
five  millions  in  pafiurc,  and  that  the  remaining  thirty  millions  oF 
acres,  which  are  all  capable  of  improvement,  fo  as  to  be  to  the 
country,  if  improved,  at  lcaft;prodtices  27,000,000  per-annum^ 
remains  to  the  eternal  difgrace  oFthe  Britifli  Parliament,   tojtaliy 
negle^ed  and  totdly    inproduftivc.     Gentlemen-  may  fuppofe 
that  a  great  proportion  of  this  vafb  negleded  territory  is  in  Scot- 
bad  s  but  their  aftohifiiment  will  enereafie  when  they  are  told  that? 
no  le&'than  2^,300,000  acres  thereof  are  in  England  and  Wales  t 
—Has  the  Irifii  Pariiament  been  fo  dt^racefully  negligent  of  the 
improvement  of  Irdand?  No  :  has  it  ever  refiifed,  e^n  under  the' 
mod  fevere  and  opprefiive  influence  ef  Great  Britain,  to  hoklF 
forth  almoil  every  pofliblc  encouragement  to  the  agriculture  oF 
Irdand  ^— -No :  the  prefent  profpcrity  of  the  country,  proi^es  it 
has  not; 

Thus  then  we  fee  the  iiue  caufe  of  the  relaiive  profpcrity 
ef  IreUnd,  to  have  been  a  n.fiifenf  and  enlightened  Psriiainent*, 
and  now  that  ParRament  is  to  be  for  ever  removed.  Can  it  be 
expe^ed  that  the  Britifh  Parliament  will  even,  in  any  degree,, 
ptQpiote  the  impiovenient  of  Ixelnod,  when  ihe  has  fo  mtTnefvt}\y 

negkded 
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^fKghffted  lierowii?    To  oiir  own  Parliament  aTfe,  is  this  coim« 

'  'trj  indebted  for  the  Vote  againft  the  payment  of  Tithes  of  sdjujft- 

fli(tit(— on  that  Vote  alone  depends  the   exempt-on,  and  whefi 

aehw  Houre  (hill' be  «M>noTe»  that  irote  w31  fall  <wkh  it»  and  the 

Irift  clergy  win  claim  the  fame  tythea  as  the  £nglt(h  der^  ;-^ 

^e  tythet  aireadx  paid  -in  dlis  country  amouoty  according  ta 

^the  ibitement  of  a  learned  member  of  this  Houfe,  to  ^ioo,ooo  a 

year,  and  thefe  tythcs  are  not  above  one-third  oT  the  tythes:  paid 

to  the  BngUfli' clergy  on  the  fame  articles;  yet  their  payment  has 

hecn  fo  feverely  f^-  by  the  poor^  that  it  has  been  the  fole  catKfe 

of  every  infurredion  that  has  taken  place  in  this  Country  for  half 

-a  century  pafl,  the  late  rehelEon  only  excepted — Now,  if  in 

their  prefent  ftate>  they  are  felt  to  be  a  grievance,  what  will  they 

*be  when  colle6led  to  the  fame  ejctent  and  rigour  as  tythes  are 

cdtefted  in   England,  and 'where  every  acre  of  pafture  land  ia 

^e  kingdom^  now  exempt  by  the  vote  of  this  vote,  IhaH  be  liable 

to  them ^ when  to  ;^2oo>ooo  a  year  were  collededy  you  may* 

-fairly  make  the  addition  of  6oO|Ooo  men — If^  Sir,  after  all  the 

.circumftancea  attending  the  propofed  meafure  have  been  duly 

weighed  'l|y  the  people  of  .Irela^dy  th^y  (hall  be  willing  to  fub- 

mit  themfelves  to  ^be.totally<gotrerQed  by  a  .Parliament  in  whick 

they  wSU  not  form  one-fixth  part  of  ;the  reprefentation»  by  a 

^country  of  about  twice    tbeir-  populationy  having  more   thaia 

twcnty-rhree-timea  their  4ebt ;— >God  forbid*  that  I  Aould  reiift: 

it ;  but  untiUhetr  fenfe  be  fairly  and  honeftly  taken  and  exprcfied 

in  its  favour,  I  (hall  think  myfelf  folly  warranted  in  re(iftt«g  it 

in  every  ftep  )  and  one, grand  motive  of  :my  rtfiftance  ia»  that  Z 

feat  it  mayt  if  carried  againftthe  «feii(e  of  the,peQple»  endanger 

*^ie  connexion  of  the  two  coiintriea»  a  conncKton  which  I  ma 

'icady  to  lay.  doami  my  Itfrto  prevent. 

'  Mr.  Fox  argued  kgaioft  the  amendment  at  great  length,  and: 
contended  that  the  nature  of  ourtconnexion  reqniwdan  alteration^' 
«nd  that  the  Settlement  of  178 a  was  not  (ina4.  He  went  like- 
fwiie  into  a  detail  of  the*  Abufes,  which  he  endeavoured  to  place 
to  the  Account  of  the  tmperfeft  (late  of  *a  Conftitution  and  con- 
?nedton  with  ivreatBritain,  which  he  arg«ed  for  fome  time,  and 
then  concluded  by  oppoling  the  amendment. 

•  .  * 

Mr.  EfOMf  4Hidju/t  tifinto^eai^  miien  Mr.  GratUm  mUred  ike 
Sim&p  kurodaued  by  the  Rt.  If  on,  tVm.  Brabaxm  Pmfmbi  and 
Arthur  Moore^  Efq,  Nf^tir  dtd  we  wtttefijofilemn  ajceme-i  me 
iiuiefcrihahie  emoHtm  fn%ed  the  Heufe  and  Gallery^  and  every  heart 
-hetmd  in  irihutmy  fuf/athn  to  the  name^  thewtyest  and  the  retui» 
,fif  Parliament  <^the  Founder  of  ^'  Confiitution  ^  1 7B2,  the  exifienca 


». 
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Mr.  ^can  proceeded  ma  fli6rt»  Init  ipirittti^S|>eetfa,  toetflert 
his  continued  and  firm  pppofition  cb  the  oie^te  of  a  LcgiAiHve 
Union,,  and  to  beftow^on  it  aod  upon  its  pronu>tersf  his  ftro^geft 
reprobation,  and  coacluded  by  giving  bis  keaitj  afleot  (oibe 
Amendment^ 

Mr.  Grattak— Sir,  the  Gentleman  who  (jpoke  tbe  laft  but 
one,  mentioned  the  fettlenientof  1 7S2,  adopting  the  ideas  pf 
ibe  Minifter  of  Great  Britain— that  Minifter  has  cooie  forward  in 
two  celebrated  produ^ions :  he  ckciares  his  intolerance  of  th^ 
Parliamentary  Conftitution  of  Ireland  ;  that  Cooftitution  which 
)UB  ordered  the  fevera]  V icerovs  to  celebrate,  in  defence  of  wbict^ 
he  recommended  the  French  war,  and  to  which  he  fwore  tI)Q 
yeomen — that  Conflitution  be  now  declares  to  be  a  miferabl6  iin- 
perfeftion,  concurring  with  the  men  whom  he  executed  in  think- 
ing the  Irifh  Parliament  a  grievance,  and  differing  in  the  reoiedyr 
only — they  propoling  to  iubftitute  a  Republic,  and  he  the  yoke 
pf  theBritifh  Parliament.  Wc  hs^ve  feen  him  inveigh  againfl  theii* 
projects,  let  us  hear  him  in  defence  of  his  own-r-he  denies  tn  the 
'^ace  of  the  two  nations  a  public  fa6l  regiftered  and  recorded — he 
jdiiclaims  the  final  adjuitment  of  I78a*->and  he  tells  you  that  tfai^ 
Snal  adjuflment  was  no  more  than  an  incipient  train  of  negotiation. 
The  fettlement  of  which  I  fpeak,  confifts  of  fevcral  parts,  every 
part  a  record,  eftablifhing  on  the  whole  two  grand  pofitions— Firft, 
the  admiffion  of  Ireland'scfaimto  be  legiflated  by  no  other  ParHat 
meat  hot  that  of  Ireknd— Secondly,  the  finality  kiipdled  ppon  tbe 
two  nations,  regarding  ^11  cofiftilutioAal  projefb  aifif^ntg  mdb. 
•other.  'On  the  admiffioo  of  4iiat  olaMn,  the  fad  tra^s  df  thl^ 
adjuflment  are  two  mefTages  ient  hy  bis  Ms^cfty  to  >be  Pariiaoieiit 
pf  the  different  countries,  to  come  to  a  final  adjuftmenr^  in  order 
to  reqaove  the  discontents  and  jealoufies  of  the  Irifh— the-  iecond, 
the  anfwer  of  the  Parliament  of  Iceland,  to  his  Majefty's  oiel&ge^**- 
declaijng,  among  other  caufes  of  difcontent  and  jealoufy,  o«e  > 
great,  pap4tal^  principaJ^  and  fundamental  caufeo-^naoiely  the  ia<- 
ierpoiition  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  I^giflatiire 
Regulation  of  Ireland,  i^ccootpainied  with  a  feleni^pcoteik  agasnft 
that  inlerpofition,  and  with  a  claim  of  right  oii  the  part  oh  Ire- 
land ;  not  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  only,  but  of  the  people  of 
the  realm,  whotfe  ancient  and  unalienable  inheritance  it  was  fbkf  Ai 
in  that  addreis  to  be— -a  perpetual  exeoiption  againfl  the^  toteffe? 
fence  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  tliatof  any  other  ler 
^if}atii^n»  faye  only  the  j^ing,  Lot^^  and  Concimons  ^f  Ireland, 
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Thtthki  part  of  ibis  ad^flment  was  a  refofation  vot^d  by  the 
two  Brttiili  Hottfesof  Parliament,  in  confequence  of  fatd  addre^», 
4raiiiiniltqd  hy  his  Majefty  for  their  coniideration  ;  there  were 
two  refolvtbhs  tranAnitted — ift.  That  the  6th  of  George  I.  cmi- 
taining  the  claim  of  interference  ^y  tbe  Bfitifli  Parliament,  iliould 
be  repealed  ; — the  ad,  That  the  conne^ttpn  between  the  coun- 
tries mould  be  placed  by  mutual  confent,  *oti  a  folid  and  pertna- 
pent  foundation  i — the  ^  part  of  the  covenant  was,  TMe  address 
of  the  two  Hoafes  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  upon  f he  <:onitderati- 
onoftfaefetwo  Refolutions;  which  addreis  does,  among  other 
things,  accept  of  the  proposition  contained  in  the  fitft  refolution  ; 
and  does  evpre&ly  rcjed  the  fecond  1  for  it  fays,  that  we  conceive 
the  refoltttbn  for  unqualified,  unconditional  repeal  of  the  6th  of^ 
Qeorge  I9  to  bea  meafure  ofconfummate  wilclom.  . 

I  drew  that  addrefs — and  I  introduced  thofe  words  exprefsly  to 
exclude  any  fubfeiquent  qualibcattons  or  limitations;  alFe6ling  to 
.fclog  or  rcftrain  the  operations  of  that  repeal,  and  the  plenitude 
pf  the  legiOative  anthority-of  the  Iriih  Parliament.  The  addrefs 
adds  the  claufe  of  finality  ^r  inftance ;  that  gratified  in  thofe  par«^ 
ticulars  which  itftates,  no  "  ConiUtutional  queftion  between  the 
f*  two  nations,  will  any  longer  exift/' 

The  next  part  wss  the  meafure  adopted  by  the  En^ffh  Parlia- 
ment upon  the  coniideratioo  of  this  addrefs ;  and  in  that  meafure, 
f  hey  accede  to  that  addreis  entirely  and  unequivocally  s  ihey  em- 
brace our  propofition  of  unconditional  a|id  unqualified  repeal ; 
and  they  accordingly  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  thus 
|hey  clofe  the  final  adjuftment ;-- -our  addrefs,  though  no  part  of 
their  reiblutions,  becoming  part  of  their  covenant :  as  their  |}tH 
of  repeal,  though'oo  part  of  our  a^,  became  part  of  our  treaty. 
Another  inflrument  in  the  traniadion  is  the  addrefs  to  his  £x- 
pellencj  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  -touching  the  finality  of  this  n»ea- 
fure*  in  which  are  thefe  words-^*^'  We  bate  feen  this  great  nan- 
poal  arraogement  eftabliffaed  on  a  bafis  which  fecures  and  unites 
the  ioierefts  of  both  kingdoms,  the  objedts  we  have  been  labotfr«> 
ing  for  have  been  accompliihed,'^ 

The  next  is  the  declaration  of  the  Irifh  Government,  touch- 
log  ^be  finality  of  that  arrangement|  **  convince  the  people 
that  every  cai^ie^^f  paft  jealoufy  and  difcontent  is  finally  re-^ 
inoved,  and  that  both  countries  have  pledged  their  good  faith  to 
fNich:other,  and  that  their  befl  fecurity  will  be  their  inviolable  ad- 
herence to  this  compaft.**  There  are  two  other  pans  which  are 
material,  the.rrfolution  of  the  Irrfh  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  18th 
pf  June,  declaring  in  iubftaoce,.  that  the  queftion  wa>  not  now  to 
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•  he  opened^  and  thatt  the  bufinefs  was  done,  and  in  thefe  words,' 

%lliat'  leave  to  bmg  in  a  bill  of  Right  was  refuted,  becaufe  the 

right  of  legiilation  .in  rthe  Irifh  Parliament  in  all  ca(es,  had  been 

already  ailerted  bj  Ireland,  and  fi^ty,  and  finally,  and  irrevocably 

acknowledged  by  Great  Britain. 

The  next  inftraoient  was  an  addrels  to  hisMajefiy,  to  beleech 
liim  to  point  a  :day  of  public  thankfgiving,  for  the  accompliih- 
ment  of  thefe  great  objedts,  as  well  as  for  his  vidories :  thus  it 
appears,  that  whatever  idea  might  have  been  conceived  in  the 
:2d  refoliition  ^f  the  17th  of  May  (81),  >t  was  totaHy  and  entirely 
abandoned,  the  Minifter  of  that  time  probkbly  intended  to  make 
the  beft  Bargain  he  could  for  England,  tHid  theiiefore  conceived 
it  eligible  ^to  ^condition,  and  qualify  ^he  acknowledgment  «of  the 
lindependency  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  by  certain  provifions  4:e<- 
<peding  navigation*  &c.  but  Ending  that  the  I  rim  Parliament 
would  accept  of  nothing  but  the  unqualified  and  unconditional 
4'epeal,  he^dropt  the  fruitiefs  idea.  I  cannot  prefume  to  ftate  his 
fentiments,  but  I  can  (late  that  the  Irifti  propofitions  of  unqiinli- 
4ied  and  unconditional  repeal,  reje£!ing  the  idea  of  further  me»>- 
/ores,  was  adopted  in£ngland  by  her  Parliament,  which  embraced 
the  Irifh  propofitions  of  unqualified  and  unconditional  repeai  of 
^he  6th  of  George  >t be  Firft,  and  did  repeal  ,it  accordingly  with- 
out qualification,   cofidition,  or  limitation. 

I  beg  l^avc -to  mention  twofa^,  which,  tjiougii  not  recorde^iU 
fare  not  forgot^ea^  the  One  is  a  declaration  by  l^rd  Lanlciown, 
'  then  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  repeal  by  the  6th  of  George  the 
Firft,  was  the  only  meafure  he  meant  to  propofe — the  other  was 
m  declaration  by  the  Reprefentative  of  the  Irifh  Government,  in 
the  Irifh  Houie  of  Commons,  aaade^  after  6ttr  addrefs  of  the 
^7th  of  May,  that  no  meafures  were  intended  to  be  grounded  on 
the  2d£ngliih  refolutaon  of  May  i^th;  |  remember  ^e  queftioa 
to  hav^e  been  &&ed  and  fo  4Mifwerea« 

I  think  I  haver  now  fliewn  from  the  recocds  iquoieid,  that  the 
argument  of  t^e  Minifter  is  againft  the  esprefs  Ijetter,  the  evident 
meaning  and  honeft  fenfe  of  thil  .final  iiettlement,  and  I  beg  leave 
to  repeat  that  finality  was  not  oaly  a  part  of  the  fettlement,  but 
one  of  its  principal  objeds. ;  the  cafe  is  fUK  ftronger  againfl  him» 
Snality  was  the  principal  objed  of  his  country,  aslegiflative  inde«- 
pendency  was  the  objedl  of  ours.  Ireland  wifhed  to  feize  the  mo- 
ment of  her  ftrength  for  the  eftablifhment of  her  liberties;  the 
iroturt  of  England  wifhed  to  conclude  the  operations  of  that  flrengtb^ 
and  bound  its  progre6 ;  the  one  country  wifhed  to  eftabliih  hex  Ii-> 
berty,the.otherto  checktbe  growth  of  demand;  I  fay,  the  growth,  of 
demand,it  was  the  exprellion  of  the  time;  thecourt  of  England  cam^ 
therefore  to  an  Rgreemeot  with  this  country,  vik.  to  eftablifb  for 
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ever,  a  free  and  independent  exiftence  of  the  Irifli  Parlmoieaiy  eai 
to  preferve  for  ever  the  unity  of  the  Britiih  empire^  the  formq;^ 
hy  the  above-mentioned  adjuftment,  the  latter,  by  the  clanfe  of 
finality  to  that  adjuftment  annexed,  and  by  precluding  then,  aad 
at  all  times  to  come,  the  introdudibn  of  any  further  oonftituti^ 
nal  qaedions  in  either  couniiiy,  affe6lnng  the  connexion  which  wa» 
to  reft  under  folemn  covenant,  uoimpregnable  and  invinciUe  U> 
the  intrigue,  or  ambition  of  either  country,  founded  on  the  pru* 
dent,  the  profound,  the  libera^  and  the  eternal  principle  of 
unity  of  empire,  and  feparation  o(  Parliament' 

I  might  however  wave  all  thi^,  and  yet  the  MiniAer  would  get 
nothing  by  it  ^  I  might  allow,  contrary  to  cooHnon  ienfe,  that 
final  adjuftment  as  propofed  by  bis  Majefty,  means  incipient  nego* 
tiation;  I  will  fuppoTe,  contrary  to  truth,  to  public  faithr  public 
honor,  and  comn>on  policy,  that  the  councils  of  Qreat  Britain  at 
that  time,  meant  to  leave  the  Iri(K  Conftitution  open  ta  the  ea« 
croachmi&nts  of  Britiih  Parliament,  and  the  Britiih  empire,  open 
to  the  encroachments  of  the  Iriik  volunteer^  that  is,  that  Ae 
meant  to  expofe  the  folidity  of  her.  empire,  in  order  to  cheat  the 
Trifk,  ift»  Of  their  opportunity,,  and  afterwards  of  their  coofti^ 
tutioD  f  and  yet  he  has  gained  nothing  by  theie  prepofterous  con* 
ce(]ions>  becaufe  he  muft  allow  that  the  arrangement  did  proceed 
to  certain  articles  of  covenant,-  and  the  firft  ^ticle  on  the  part  of 
England  excludes  bis  Union,  being  the  aiient  of  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britaip  to  the  re^iiition  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  wh|cb 
was  to  be  exempted  in  al^  times  to  come  trom  the  interference  of 
Britiih  Parliaments,  and  to  have  e&ibliiked  over  them,  no  other 
legiflature  whatever,  (ave  only  that  of  the  King,I«ordt  and  Comr 
nioRs  of  Ireland  ;  admitting  then  the  ridiculous  ideia  of  ulterior 
uteafikes  to  follow  final  adjuftment ;  a  Unipn  could  not  be  one  of 
thein,  it  is  hardly  necefEiry  to  mention  that  he  has  been  Minifter 
ever  (ince  that  period  ;  that  during  the  whole  of  that  tioie  he  ne-> 
ver  ventured  ta  name  Union,  as  one  of  thofe  further  meafures^ 
not  in  1783  when  a  bill  was  brought  in  by  the  Miniftry,  not  in 
1785  when  he  introduced  his  celebrated  propofitiona,  and  ftated 
the  ad  refolution  of  the  17th  May,  1782^10  comprehend  not  the 
Conftitution  but  the  commerce. of  both  countries,  not  in  the  adr 
mtniftration  of  178$,  not  in  ifaort  until  he  had  reduced  this  coun- 
try by  a  train  oY  calamitous  meafures,  to  religious  divifions,  to. 
the  condition  of  a  conqueft,  fuch  as  (he  was  when  the  Parliament 
of  England  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  took  away  her  tradCr 
«.and  in  the  middle  of  the  prefent  took  away  her  Conftitution. 
The  Minifter  proceeds,  he  impeaches  the  Conftitution  of  1782^ 
from  difavowing  an  arrangement  io  adjufted  at  that  time,  and  au 
adjuftment  fo  coacluded,   he  advances  and  calls  that  adjuftment  a 
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mferMt  iiiifWfeRibn,  after  fiftecii  jturs  p^egyric,  anf  wien  U 
has  a  greai  vttif  ill  Ireland  he  has  made  that  difcoverj^  ana  infteafi 
«f  a  Conftitiftfoii  irbich  eftablifhed  peace  In  Ireland,  ht  revives  a 
principle  which  pfoduced  war  in  America^  naiiielj  that  tWo  in- 
<*epefidem  legiflatunes  arc  inconfipatible  i  this  was  the  languagtf 
of  Lord'  North's  fWord  in  the  colonies,  this  is  the  language  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  f#ofd  in  Ireland,  and  the  dodrine  of  an  imperial  le- 

fiflaturc  #hich  bft  Great  Britain  A-nertcaj  and  which  Great 
aritain  ftrrendered  to  Ireland^  \akes  otfce  more  its  blood/  ftatiori 
in  the  pages  of  the  Miniftfer,i  in  defiance  of  faith,  and  in  contempt 
of  experience  i  it  feemsasa  Britiih  l^arliamenl  is  difpofcd  to  ftir- 
tender  its  liberties  to  tlie  codrt^  the  court  is  difpoibd  to  advance 
tts  domination  over  all  the  Britiih  connexions  ;  (imilaritj  of  con- 
ftitutions  is  no  longer  the  bond  of  conne6(ion,  all  ai:c  to  be  fwaN 
lowed  up  according  t«  this  dofifrine  in  one  imperial  Parliament 
whofe  powcrt  ^ncreafe  as  the  boundaries  of  the  empire  con- 
tra^, and  the  fpirit  of  her  liberties  declines. 
«*  Yon  aboiiiked,"  fays  he,/*  one  C#nftitution,,but  you  fbr- 
\t  to  form  another/'-^lndeed  f — What  f  does  he  mean  that  wb 
ould  have  demolifhied  a  irfurpation  :  in  order  to  mangle  a  Con- 
Aitmion  ?  Does  he  mean  that  we  flvQuld  have  overfet  the  tyranny 
of  one  Parliament  to  mangle  another  i  In  ftiorf,  does  he  mean 
that  we  fhoutd  have  taken  it^^y  the  ufurped  and  tyrannical  pow- 
<^  of  the  Legidatare  of  England,  in  order,  to  reftore  thofe  ufurped 
md  tyrannical  powers  to  that  Very  Legitfature  ?  In  what  branches  t 
Mi*  propoificions  have  ftatcd  them  i  Coninietce,  SjiCd  the  very 
branched  in  which  rbey  had  been  by  that  very  Legiflature  rooft  op- 
preffiveiy  and  egregionfly,  obfttnately  and  tranfccndantly  abufedif 
M<>flr  certainly  the*  conductors  of  rhat  fettlement  on  the  palrt  of  Ire- 
land did  not  think  proper  fo  to  rcftore  the  grievance  of  a  foreign 
Legiitfttion,  and  fo  to  limit  the  powers  of  a  domeftic  one^  The 
Minifter  has  given  in  his  fpeech  the  reaion-**"  All  the  great 
branches  of  trade  (by  which  he  muil  mean  the  linen  trade,  the 
plantation  trader  the  import  trade)  are  afcribed  to  the  liberality  of 
England,  nof  to  -covenant/'  A  deny  it— 'but  as  Minifters  nwy 
deny  covenants,  it  feemcd  pi^dent  to  referve  the  powers  of  Par* 
liament,  and  accordingly  the  Iri/h  Legiflature  retains  full  and 
sTTtiple  refources,  under  the  fettlement  of  that  tin^e,  to  incline  the 
councils  of  England  to  remember  and  obferve  her  compacts  with 
diir  country,  iliould  the  Britiili  Minifter  be difpofed  to  forget  them 
•— tbiw  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  can  fo  regulate  her  intercourle 
with  other  countries  Tar  colonial  produce,  fo  regulate  her  right 
tb  ari  Eaft  hidia  trade,  and  fo  duty  her  Channel  trade,  as  to 
fecB^re  a  preference  in  the  Englifh  market  to  her  linens,  and 
to  fecure  a  dire^  intercoarfe  with  the  Britifh  piantations ;  was 
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IfeU^d  to  retain  tbof«  powers^  with  a  ^'ew  to  aimoy  ?  ^Mo ;  but 
(he  was  to  retain  thcmy  and  to  retain  thtm  led  Great  Britain^  in*  « 
iligated  by  fome  Minifter,  might  be  induced  to  exercife  once  more 
thofe  very  powers  of  annoyance  with  whicb  now  the  Right  Ho' » 
Gentleman  threatens  Ireland ;  in  Ihort,  left  Great  Britain  (homlU '- 
retain  all  her  powers  ofmoleftation,  and  Ireland  (hould  fur  render  all' 
her  powera  of  retaliation4  The  claffic  Miniftermail  know,  Tacitus 
has  told  him»  that  between  the  powerful  and  the  impotent  there  can 
be  no  peace  ;  the  powers  I  fpeak  of  were  powers  of  peace  ;  they 
were  powers  of  protection.  \  they  were  the  great  referves  of  the 
Iriih  Parliament  to  fecure   the  trade  of  Ireland  aud  harmony  of 
empire  ;  the  wifdom  of  the  reftrve  fuch  a  Miiiiiler  as  he  is  was 
born  to  eftabliHi.'     Strange  ideas  this  Miniiler  entertains  of  the 
Conftitution  of  an  Irt(h  Parliament. 

It  (hould  be  Incompetent,  it  (hould  be  omnipotent ;  incompe* 
tent  to  regulate  the  commerce  of  the  country,  omnipotent  to  byery 
turn  her  Conftitution:  it  (hould  be  inadequate  and  almighty, 
inadequate  to  protect,  almighty  to  ftU  the  people.  Its  divine 
powers  are  to  arife  from  its  obfequioufntiii,  and  the  adl  of  its 
furrender  with  him  conftitutes  its  omnipat^ence. 

The  Minifter  proceeds :  he  fpeciHes  his  obje^ions  to  this  fet* 
element  of  1782  ;  the  cafe  of  regency  is  one,  and  war  another. 
Fa&s  are  againft  him  in  both.     He  ftates  that  it  was  accident 
alone,  meaning  the  recovery  of  his  Majefty,  that  preferved  the 
identity  of  the  Executive  power  at  the  time  of  the  Regency— -he 
iniftatttt  that  fa^  totally  and  entirely,  it  was  not  accident— viz.  the 
recovery  of  the  King  that  preferved  the  identity  of  the  Executive 
powers,  that  identity  was  preferved  amply,  carefully  and  affection- 
ately, by  the  determination  of  the  lrl(h  Parliament  in  choofing 
for  their  Regent  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown,*  already  de* 
iignated  and  determined  upon,  though  not  in  form  invefted  by  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain.     The  Parliament   of  Ireland  pro- 
vided  in  that  event  not  only  for  the  prefervation  of  the  monarch ial 
principle,  but  for  the   prefervation   of   the  connexion « likewife, 
and  adhered  to  his  country,  though  they  did  not  link  themfelves 
to  his  party.     The  principle  that  came  under  the  conQderation  of 
the  Iri(h  Parliament  was  threefold,  the  principle  of  Monarchy-^ 
the  principle  of  Connection,  and  the  principle  of  Party.     With 
regard   to  the  two  firft,  they  concurred  with  the  Parliament  of 
England— they  chofe  as  Regent  the  next  in  fuccelBon  to  the 
Crown,  and  they  chofe  him  after,  and  not  before  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  had  fignified  with  the   Minifter  at  their  head, 
their  determination  to  appoint  him,  and  in  fo  doing  /A^jr  followed 
faithfuUy  the  fpirit  of  the  aft  of  Annexation  of  the  Crown,  which 
forms  between  the  two  countries  their  bond  and  connexion-— but  a 
bond  and  connexion  (hrough  the  medium  of  monarchy*     I  am 
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ftnttlig  tht  fpirit   of  that   a^  \Vkheut  dcfcadi^g  or  condeituiiitg: 
it.     I  fay  the  a£^  of  ABneiation^  and  fo  the  bill  of  17  9^9  alter- 
ing and  amending  the  adt  of  Pdvfljagt,  and  ordltining  tiiat  Iri(h 
iiiU  (hall  be  feilt  to  the.  King,  looks  to  the  bond  and  connexion  of 
tkek  iilands  through  the  mtdianv  of  tnonarchy;     A  ^ritiih  Re- 
pnhltc  never  was  in  the  contemplation  of  eithcfi  but  an  Englifit 
Monarchy  and  no  other  fotm  dif  Governqwnt  vt^n  prefent  to  the 
oonceptlona  of  bothf  giviug  trhcpe^  the  Royal  HouCcv  ^^o  are 
tlie  Monarchs  of  Ireland  a8>  well  as  of  Great -Britain^  a  double  fe- 
curity^  aiKl  tiie  throne  upon  which  they  fk  a  doable  root*     I  fay 
the  Parliament  of  Irektid  did  adhere  to  the  principles  of  Britidi 
connexion,  and  did  uhite  With  them  the  lafie  and   the   preferibed 
principles  of  Monarchical  Qovernment — they  did  conctir  with  the 
Parliament  of  England  in  the.  choice  of  a  Regent,  in  the  p^foD 
of  bts^  Royal  Highoefs  the  Prince  of  Wales*     But  with  regard  to 
the  third  principle,  n^mely^  the  principle  of  Partyv  ^hey  differed^ 
th«  Parliament   of   En^and  thinking  proper   to  incumber  the 
Regent  with  extraordinary  Isnvitatioiit^  and  that  of  Ireland  judging 
k  more  eligible  to  leave  himi  in  Ml  exercife  of  all  the  Executive 
powers ;  it   therefore  reje^d  ^  motion   of  delays  knowing  th^ 
objtdi  bf  that  motion  was  to  podpooe  the  appointment  until  the- 
then  Lord  ^Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (hould  have  formed  a  iormtdi^b 
fiap^iofi  coafederattd  againft  tlir  future  Government.     In  fiiortf  the 
Parliamcfit  of  Ireland  tiid  Oot  think  k  proper  to  appoint  a  Regent 
with  lefs  than  Rieegential  poWer,  aad  to  conftitute  in  oppafitioa  » 
Mrntiler  with  great  portions  of  Regid  authority.     Hence,  perhtpa^ 
this  Unidn*^ — hence,  perhaps,  the   vifitacion   of  calamitous  Gio- 
vernraent  wbich  has  befallen  Lrdand  ever  fineeoneof  the  Minifter's. ' 
inilruoients  in   this  country  has  confcfled  it :— he  has  faid  in  one  oC 
his  ipeechespubliiht^d  by  his  authority,  that  all  the  misfortunes  of 
this  country  fprung  &om  that  refeiit^I  period.     But  who  is  it  re* 
proaches  Ireland  upon  this  ful^tfdi,  mo(l  ii^uriou%  and  uajuftly^ 
*wtth^e  erinse  of  availtng  het^f  of  the  opportunity  afibrded'by 
that  moH  cabmitous  e^ent  that  viiited  the  heiikh  of  our  ibveretgn  ^ 
'%s  that   very  MinijUer  who  publifhed  that  opportnmty  in  Che 
Iroadeft  and  moft  tmqualified  refolution  ;  who  told  tht  Parliament 
of  both  counlhrieat  that  they  wcfre  perfedUy  competent  to  fupply,  m 
tfbat  melancholy  moment,  the  deficiency  ifi  the  Executive  magi^^^ 
trate,  i^y  any  rs^thod  which  they  thought  proper  ;  that  is^  w1m> 
;told  the  Brtti/h  Houfes  they  were  competent  to  eftablifh  a  tempo- 
Tary  Repttbh'c;  arnd  iM  tlu  Irifh  Houfes  of  courfe,  and  by  ile- 
cef&ry  inference,  that  they  were  competent  to  eftablifh  a  tempora- 
ry Republic*  and  to  accompliih  &  temporary  ftrparatkm  ;  to  have 
declined  the  opportunity  is  called  the, ambition  of  one  Parliament 
»^to  ha;«e  procbiiuedthe  opportunity,,  is  called  the  modeisation  of 
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the  MtnitLer*     His  partiean  in  thta  country   went   farther,  be 
maintained  the  power  of  the  Britifh  Parliaroeat  to  bind  Ireland  :-s^ 

t  file  unpiger  hwific 

'  Spuinantcm  patcnun  ct  p&a^  ic  pro)uit  auro« 

According  to  the  two  opinions,  the  two  Houfcs  of  the  Briti/h 
Pariiament  oould  overturn  the  Brittfli  Mdnarcfiy  and  Irift  Con- 
itution. 

The  Mrnifter  j>rocecds : — He  ftates  a  fecond  inftanee,  namely^ 
that  of  war.  rfcrc,  again,  thefaft  is  againft  hrm ;  the  Parfiaratnt 
of  Ireland  have,  e^er  fince  their  tmafncipationy  concurred  ynxh 
England  on  the  fubje£t  of  war;  b«it  they  l>ave  concurred,  with 
this  remarkable  difference,  that  before  their  emancipation,  their 
concurrence  was  barren,  and  fince  their  emancipation,  it  ha*s  been 
"produftive^  Immediately  on  the  fettlement  of  that  emancipation 
in  1782*  they  voted  a  fum  for  British  feamen,  and  on  the  appre- 
henlion  of  a  war  >(rith  Spain  in  1 790,  they  voted  another ;  and  in  the 
prefent  ;(var,  under  LcNxi  Fitewilliam's  adminiftratton,  they  voted 
a  third  ;  fo  much  more  beneficial^re  the  wild  offerings  of  Liberty^ 
than  the  fqueezings,  andevifceratioas,  and  excruciations  of  power  ; 
but  all  this  is  loft  upon  the  Minifter  ;  fad  andbounty  make  no  im« 
preffion  on  him;  hehasagainib  both,  a  fcfHaci<Ki8  argument,  and 
hungry  fpeculatioa. 

He  thinks  that  he  forefees  that  the  Paiilament  of  Ireland,  may 
<liffent  from  that  of  Gceat  Britain,  on  the  fahje^  of  war« 
He  knows  that  peace  and  war  are  in  the  department  of  the 
King,  not  of  the  l^arliament ;  he  knows  that  on  a  proclamation  by 
^18  Majefty,  Ireland  is  in  a  ftate  of  war  of  courfe,  without  the 
dfent  &[  the  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  he  knows  that  the  fupply  of 
<hat  war  depends  not  on  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  but  of  Great 
Britain,  and  therefore  the  interference  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
on,  that  fubjefi  is  little  more  than  the  declaration  of  a  feiitiment ; 
now  the  declaration  of  a  fehtiment  on  fuch  a  fubje^  is  only  valua- 
ble as  it  is  the  fentiment  of  the* nation;  and  the  concurrence  of 
Ireland  m  Britift  wars  can  only  be  the  fentiment  of  the  nation  as 
jthe  conftttution  of  the  nation,  that  is  to  fay,  the  rights  of  Ireland 
as  claimed  by  herfeff,  to^je  exempted  from  the  legi^aiU^^  autho- 
rity of  a  Britifli  Parliansent,  tendered,  regarded,  and' protected  by 
the  Britifh  empire.  It  is  (pot  the  ifie  of  Ceylon,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  ilie  Myfore  Country,  nor  the  dominions  of  Tipp6o,  nor  yet 
the  feathers  of  her  weftern  wing,  that  engage  the  attention  or 
iflterefts  of  Ireland^  it  is  her  own  internal  Freedom  ai>4  Conftitu* 
iion,  it  is'her  own  idea  of  that  internal  Freedom  and  Conftitution» 
not  Aieh  as  Britifh  Mlrnfters,  who  have  invaded  that  Conftitution, 
too  often-ihall  hold  forth ;  nor  fuch  as  Englifh  nor  Scotch^mcta*> 
phyiiciaasv  who  made  chuins  for  America,  and  called  therm  her 
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Conftitution»  and  are  ready  now  to  cad  links  fo^Ireland,  but  that 
Conliitution  tvhicb  (he  herfelf,  Ireland,  feels,  comprehends,  vene- 
rates, and  claims,  fuch  as  fhe  herfelf  eypr^fied  in  her  conlention 
at  Dungannon,  and.  through  all  her  counties  and  cities,  and  in 
every  defcriptipn  and  aflbciation  of  people^  a pd  afterwards  in  fpU 
Parliament  claimed,  earned,  rcgiftered  and  rtcor4cd$  it  is  for 
the  prefervation  of  this  Conditution,  that  fhe  is  intereited  in  Britifh 
wars,  She  cofsiiders  the  Britifh  empire  a  great  weftern  harrier 
againli  invafion  from  other  countries  ;  invafion  in  what )  invafiop 
pn  her  liberticjs,  on  her  rights  and  privileges;  invafiop  on  felf- 
legiflation,  the  paVent  and  prote6)^r^fs  of  them  all.  She  hears  the 
ocean  protefttng  agafBll  reparation,  but  (he  hears  the  fea  likewife 
proteih'ng  againft  Union,  (he  follows  therefore  her  phyfical  defti- 
nation  and  obeys  the  difpenfations  of  Providence,  when  (he  pro- 
tefts  like  that  fe^aagaiuj^  thp'two  fituations  both  equally  unpatural. 
Separation  and  Uoion,  but  then  (he  feels  her  Cpnilitution  to  be  her 
great  ft^ke in  the  empire,  and, (he contemplates  the  ennpire  as  the 
great  fecurity  of  her  Conllitutipn,  our  liberty  we  think  is  fecure^ 
by  this  great  weftern  barrier,  and  we  give  our  ftrength  to  thi^ 
weilern  barrier  for  the  fequrity  of  our  liberty,  but  if  Britifh  Mi- 
nillers  (hould  do  that  yery  mifchief  which  vjre  apprehend  from  thf: 
foreigner,  namely,  take  away  the  parliamentary  inftitutive  of  thp 
realm,  they  take  away  with  that  our  i^tereft  in  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions, and  thus  withdraw  at  once  ^  great  pil)ai:  of  liberty  find 
empire. .         . 

On  thefe  principles  J  fuppofe  the  difleot  of  Ireland  on  the  fub- 
.je6i  of  war,  highly  innprobable,  as  it  is  uninftanced  ;  but  I  fhoul^ 
attribute  Like  the  Miniiier  infallibility  to  thofe  councils  that  engage 
their  country  in  a  war,  ihould  I  fuppofe  the  difTent  of  Iieland  on 
i'uch  a  fubje<^  at  all  times  tp  be  fatal,  ^appy  had  it  been  for  his 
Majefty,  happy  had  it  been  for  fiis  glory  and  renown  in  all  time3 
tQ  come,  had  not  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  in  | he  American  war 
curft  him  with  her  concurreace.  What  could  the  tutelary  angel 
,  pf  England  h^ve  doi^e  more,  if  that  angel  had  been  Miperva,  and 
thBt  Minerva  fat  in  Parliament  then  have  held  over  the  councils  of 
that  time  the  fhield  of  her  difpleafure  ;  or  what  conld  the  daemon 
pf  Great  Britain  have  doneWorfc,  or  thefivenging  genius  of  the 
colonies  than  to  have  filled  full  and  overflowing  the  meafure  of  hcr> 
malice,  in  an  humblfc  and  dutiful  addrefs  of  thanks  and  concur- 
rence ?  Looking  back  to  the  wars,  in  which  Gijeat  Britain, haf 
been  engaged,  I  Ihould  therefore  fuggeft,  that  fhe  is  in  lefs  danger 
from  the  hefitation  of  Ireland,  than  from  the  precipitation  of 
preat  Britain.  In  this  part  of  hi^  argument  the  Mipifter  is  weak, 
\>ax  in  his  remedy  is  not  only  weak  but  mifchievpus.  He  propofea 
by  taking  away  our  powers  of  difftnt,  to  withdraw  our  motive  of 
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fConcnrrence,  and  to  fecure  our  (ilenoey  forfeits  our  affisAion  ;  he 
Ibrefees  an  improbable  events  of  that  event  he  greatly  exaggerates, 
the  dangers^  and  provides  a  remedy  which  makes  that  danger  not 
only  imminent  but  deadly. 

I  will  put  thjs  qdeftion  to  my  country,  I  will  fuppofc  her  at  the 
bar,  and  I  will  afk  her,  will  you  iight  for  a  Union  as  you  would 
for  a  Conftitution  \  will  you  fight  for  that  Lords  and  that  Com- 

'  mons  who  in  the  laft  century  took  away  your  Trade,  and  in  the 
prefent  your  Conftttation,  as  for  that  King,  Lords,  and  Coromonsy 
who  have  reftored  t^oth  \  Well— «the  -Minifter  has  deftroye'd  this 

,ConftitutionY  to  dcftroy  is  eafy ;  the  edifices  of  the  ipiiid,  like 
the  fabricks  of  marble,  require  an  age  to  build,  but  afk  only  minutes 
to  precipitate,  and  as  the  fall  is  of  no  time,  Co  neither  ia  it  the 
effe^  of  any  flrength  ;  a  common  labourer  and  a  pickaxe  ;  a  little 
lawyer,  a  little  pandar,  and  a  wicked  Mintiler.— 

The  Conftituti'on,  which  with   more  or  l^fs  violence  has  been 

>  the  inheritance  of  this  country  for  600  years  ;  that  modus  tenendi 

parliMkenium^  which  lafted  and  outlafled  of  Plantagenet  the  wars — 
of  Tudor  the  violence— ^nd  of  Stuart  the  fyftematic  falfhood-*— 
ihe  condition  of  our  connexion — ^yes,  ^he  ConlHturion  he  deftroys 
Is  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Brrtifh  empire ;  he  may  walk  round, 
it  and  round  it,  and  the  more  he  contemplates,  the  more  mud  he 
admire  it-«rfuc))  a  one  as  had  cod  England  of  money  a  million,  and 
of  blood  a  deluge-<«-cheaply  and  nobly  expended-— dear  in  its  viola- 
jtioni— <iear  in  its  recovery-^whofe  reftoration  had  cofi  Ireland  her 
noblell  efforts,  and  was  the  habitation  pf  her  loyalty— we  are  ac- 
cufton^ed  to  behold  the  kings  of  thefe  countries  in  the  keeping  of 

'  Parliament — I  fay  of  her  loyalty,  as  well  as  of  her  liberty,  where 
fhe  had  hung  up  the  fword  oJP  the  Vofunteer,  her  temple  of  Fame, 

-  aaiirell  as  of  Freedom,  where  fhe  *had  feated  herfelf,  as  fhe  vainly 
thought,  in  modeft  fecurityand  in  a  long  repofe. 

I  have  done  with  the  pile  which  the  Minifter  batters — I  come 

.  to  the  Babel  ^hich  Ihe  builds,  and  as  he  throws  down  without  a 
principle,  fo  does  he  conftru^  without  a  foundation.  This  fabric 
he  calls  an  Union^  and  to  this,  his  fabrio,  there  are  two  ilriking 
objbdtions.  Firft,  it  is  no  Union — it  is  not  an  identification  of 
people,  for  it  excludes  the  Catholics.  2dly,  It  is  a  confolidation 
of  the  Irifh  Legtflatures,  that  is  to  fay,  ^  merger  of  the  Irifh 
Parliament,  and  incurs  every  obje6lion  to  an  Union,  without  ob« 
tatniog  the  only^objefk  which  a  Union  profefTes — itis  an  extin6^ion 
of  the  Conftitution,  and  an  excldfion  of  the  People.  Well !  he 
haa  overlooked  the  People  as  he  has  overlooked  the  fea.  I  fay 
he  excludes  the  Catholics  for  ever,  and  for  th^  very  reafon  which 
he  and  his  advocates  hold  pu^as  the  ground  of  expedatipn,  that 
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hereafter,  in  a  courfe  of  ttmey  (be  does  not  fay  wbeD)  if  tliey 
behave  therofelves,  (he  does  not  fay  how)  they  tn«y  fee  their  fuliK 
jed  fubmitted  to  a  coorfe  of  difcufSoa,  (he  does  not  fay  with 
whas  refulc  or  determination  j^^and  as  the  g^rotiiid  for  this  tnane 
period,  in  which  he  proteifes  nothing,'  in  which^he  can  promife 
nothing,  and  in  which*  if  he  diq  prcMnife  amch,  at  fo  remote  a 
period  he  conid  perform  aothing»  nnlefs  he,  like  the  evil  he  has 
accomplifiied,  be  in^nortaL  For  thi«  toane  fenceoce,  in  which  he 
can  fcarcely  be  faid  tx>  deceive  the  Catholic:,  or  £«^er  the  Catholic 
to  deceive  himfelf,  he  •exhibits  no  other  ground  tha^  .the  phyfical 
inanity  of  the  Catho]i{;  body  accompH/hed  by  an  Union,  whicky- 
as  it  dedroys  the  nehitive  importance  of  Ireland,  fott  dellroys  the 
relative  proportion  of  its  Catholic  inkabitantit,  and  thus  they  be* 
come  ad«niifible,  because  they  ceafe  to  he  any  thing.  Hence,  ac- 
cording to  him,  their  bfiHiant  expedkation  :  "  you  were*"  £ay  his 
adv«ociites,  and  fo  {mports  his  iH^ment,  *^  before  the  If aioa,  as 
**■  three  to  one,  you  will  be  by  the  Union  as  one  to  lour."  Thus 
he  fKiunds  their  hopes  of  political  power  on  tlhe  ^ttn^ion  of  phy« 
Heal  confeqneBce,  and  makes  the  inanity  of  their  body  and  the 
non-'ent it y  <of  their,  country,  the  pillars  of  tbeir  future  anabition. 
JLet  <n\t  add,  that  even  though  the  Catholic  wene  admitted  imo 
Parliament,  by  the  article^  >of  (Jni^A,  tt  would  be  of  litjtle  i^vail*^ 
to  the  body.  What  fkgnifies  to  the  body  whether i^Cathbh'c  indi* 
vtdoal  bean  iftifigsifieant  vnit  in  the  En^Uih  ParUament,  or  in 
the  ftreet  ;  in  dtber  cafe  he  would  .be  notlnng-r-^K  would  belong 
lo  Rotbing««— he  would  have  nothing  to  which  he  coiuldbdong-or- 
no  country— *<io  Irifh  People— ^no  Irifli  Nation. 

The  Catholics  of  the  city  of  I>ublin  haveeome  forth  >in  fupport 
of  the  Conftitutton — ^l  rejoioeat  it ;  they  have  anfwered  ^heir  eoc« 
mies  by  the  heft  pofiible  lanfwer  r— .by  ferviccs ;  f»ch  anfwer  h  move 
than  refutation — ^it  is  tt^tumpk.  The  man  who  fupport s.nnd  pre* 
(«rv^s- Parliament  ^^nalifie8-*»the  path  of  glory  lleadson  to  privilege 
•*  enjoy  with  >me  if  yon  tpleafe— wjkhout  rwie  if  yo<i  be  illiberal 
**  — but  by  me  certainly— ^and  at  allremirts  «njoy  the  Parlkmentary 
«*  Conftitutlon  of  your  Country.**  This  is  to  .defend  the  Tower, 
this  to  kapuppn  the  wreck,  thiols  to  fit  by  the  country  :in  beriick 
bed — if  ihe  recover,  there  is  A  long  and  bright  order  .of  days 
before  her,  and  the  Catltdltcs  will  banre  eontribnted  to  that  e^rent, 
if  (be  pcriili,  they  will  have  done  tlieir  utmodtu  fave  b«r-^.^they 
will  have  done  os^n  houeft  ?man  (OUght  in  fuch  an  extreme  pa(e*^ 
th*^  will  h»«e  flung  out  their  Wt  tfetting  glories,  and  funk  with 
their  Country. 

The  MiniiW,  by  his  firil  plans,  as  detailed  by  his  advocates, 
not  only  baniflied  the  Catholics  from  Parliament,  bnt  .banifhed  the 
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Pfx>tcAifit  poor  ^rkewife,  for  he  batiifhed  them  from  a  due  reprc' 
fentation  therein  ;  he  ftruck   off  one    half  of  the  county  repre« 
fentatires^  and  preferred  the  proportion  of  boroughs  as  two  to 
one-— thus  he  difpofed  of  the  queftions  of  Catholic  Eoaancipation 
and  Parliamentary  Reform»  by  getting  rid  of-  both  for  ever  f  thus 
did  he  build  his  firft  plan  of  Union  upon  the  abufes  both  of  Chtrrcb 
and  State,  and  reformed  netther-^religious  monopoly »  and  borough 
monopoly^  be  continfied  to  exclude  the  Catholic  from  Parliament) 
asd  he  oOntinued  to  (hut  out  both  Proteftaot  and  Catholic  from  a 
doe  and  effcdaal  Parliamentary  Reprefentation — he  ihutout  Pro* 
teftant  Afcead^ndyy  as  well  as  Catholic  partkipationy  and  in  the 
place  of  botfat  couftituted  borough  afcendancy  in  perpetual  abufe 
and  domtfiion-^he  reformed  the  BritiAi  Parliameot  by  nearly  fixty 
Irifh  borough  Members;  he  rdbrmed  the  Irlih  Parliament  by  55 S 
Eogl^ih  and  Scotch  Mtmbers,  and  on  this  mutual  mi£reprefenta*' 
tion  con&'tHtedaa  Imperial  Lcgi^attire  ;  there  was  no  great  effort 
of  ability  in  all  this»  much  felicity  of  mifchicf,  no  expenditure 
ndther  of  time  nor  talent,  there  was  nothing  in  the  fcbeme  which 
was.grand,  notbing  which  was  deep,  nothiag  which  was  compre-.. 
heniive  ;  ht  dtmdliibed  an  old  inftitution,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
prefer vcd  old  abufes,  and  p4it  himfelf  at  their  head*  and  entaikd 
theth  on  fiofterity  like  a<ommon  diCbrdcr,  to  be  continued  through 
what  he  calls  a  parental  Pa(4iament.     Such  a  plan  was  too  defpe- 
rate,  as  far  as  rdkitc^  to  the  proportion  of  counties  and  boroughs^ 
Tundorftand  it  is  in  part  abandoned^  and   w:eU  It  may,  becaufe 
whether  thcfe  Rcprefcntatiyes  be  in  a  greatfer  or  leflfcr  proportion^ 
boKHigb  members  they  will  be  the  Hoft  of  Adminiftration^  and 
not  the,  R^prefentatives  of  the  People.     He  takes  one  hundred 
members,  many  of  whom  are  removed  by  the  nature  of  their  e]e<5lioffi 
from  the  in^tience  of  reprefentation,  all  of  whom  by  the  removal 
from  their  countryj,  arc  withdrawn  from  that  of  fympathy,  from. 
that  of  opinion.     He  chiinges  the  fphtre  not  only  of  their  adlion 
biit  of  their  character  and  of  their  fenfation«»     How  came   the 
Irifli  Parliament,  with  all  its  borough  Members  in  1779,  to  de- 
mand a  free  tvade^n  178^,  to  demand  a  free  Conftitution  ? — 
Becaufe  it  fate  in  Ireland — becawfc  they  fate  in  their  own  courttry 
r^aad  becaufe  at  that  time  they  had  cousktry — becaufe, •  hoJi^evcr 
influenced,  as  many  of  its  Membe4-5  were  by  places — however  ^la 
ibfl«enced,  as  many  of  its  Members  were  by  popular  repr<fenta« 
tion,  yet  were  they  influenced  by  Irifh  fympathy,  and  an  IriQi  law 
of  opinion,  they  did  not  like  to  meet  every  hour  faces  that  look 
ftame  upon  them — they  did  not  like  to  ftand  in  the  fphere  of  their 
own  in^my  j  thus  they  a6bed  as  the  Irifh  Abfentee   at  the  very 
fame  time  did  not  bA  ;  they  faved  the  country  becaufe  they  lived 
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in  it 9  as.  the  others  abandoned  the  cooiitry  bpc2ufe  they  lived  oof 
of  it.  • 

I  will  not  fay  that  loo  Irifh  gentlemen  will  ad  ill,  where  any 
man  would  ad  well ;  but  never  was  there  a  (ituation  in  which  they 
had  To  much  temptation  to  ad  ill>  and  fo  little  to  ad  well ;  great 
expenfe  and  confequent  dilireffes — ^fupport  from  the  voice  g^  an 
Irifti  public — no  check — they  will  be  iu  (ituation  a  fort  of  gentle*' 
men  of  the  Empire — that  is  to  fay,  gentlemen  at  large^  unowned 
by  one  country^  and  uneleded  by  the  other*  fufpended  between 
both — falfe  to  both— and  belonging  to  neither*  The  fagaciona 
Englifh  Secretary  of  State  has  foretold  this,  "  What  advanuge' 
(fays  he)  will  it  be  to  the  talents  of  Ireland^  this  opportunity  in. 
the  Britiih  Empire  thus  opened?"  that  is  what  we  dread — the 
market  of  St.  S:ephen  opened  to  the  individual,  and  the  tdents 
of  the  country,  like  its  property,  dragged  from  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  to  be  fold  in  London ;  thefe  men  from  their  fituation, 
(man  is  the  child  of  fituation)  their  native  honour  may  ftruggle; 
but  from  their  Qtuation  they  will  be  adventurers  of  the  moft  tex-r 
peafive  kind— ^adventurers  .with  pretenfons — dreffisd  and  foldy  as 
it  were,  in  the  (hrouds  and  grave-cloaths  of  the  Irtfh  Parliament,' 
and  playing,  for  hire,  their  tricks  on  her  tomb — the  only  repofi* 
tory  the  Minifter  will  allow  to  an  Irt(h  Conftitution,  the  imagea 
of  degradation,  aiid  the  reprefentatives  of  nothings— Come,  he 
has  done  much — he  has  deftroyed  one  Conftitutiont  he  has  cor- 
rupted another— and  this  corrupted  Conditution  he  calls  a  Paren- 
tal Parliament. 

.  I  congratulate  the  country  on  the  new  baptifm  of  whatwa* 
one/called  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  nation  ; — 4n(lead  of  the 
plain  auguft  language  of  the  Conftitution,  we  are  here  faluted  with 
the  novel  and  barbaric  phrafeology  of  empire.  With  this  change 
of  name,  we  perceive  a  transfer  of  obligation,  converting  the  du- 
ty of  the  delegate  into  the  duty  of  the  conflituent,  and  this  inhe* 
ritance  of  the  people  into  the  inheritance  of  their  truftees. 

Well,  this  aifembly,  this  Imperial  Parliament,  what  are  its 
elements  ?  In(h  absentees,  who  have  forfaken  their  country,  and 
a  British* Parliament  that  took  away  the  Conftitution-T-does  he 
fay  that  fuc'i  a  Parliament  will  have  no  prejudices  againft  'Ireland  I 
Let  him  look  to  his  fpe^cheft — a  capital  underftanding,  a  compre- 
benfive  knowledge,  and  a  tranfcendent  eloquence — ^bear  him  with 
all  thefe  powers  fpeak  on  the  Cubjed  of  Ireland,  whether  it  be  the 
condudofher.  adminiftration,  the  charader  of  her  people,  her 
commerce  or  her  covenants,  or  her  Conftitution,  and  he  betrays 
an  ignorance  that  would  di  (honour  an  idiot.  Does  he  wifli  for 
further  inltapccs^  let  him  look  to  the  fpeechea  of  his  ageatf  in  Ire- 
land, 
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lidaod,  ^eches  made  and  publifhed  for'the  palate  an^  prejudices 
ofthe  Sngiifh  oourty  what  defcription  of  men  have  they  not  'traduc- 
edy  what  patriotic  atchicvement  have  they  not  depreciated^  what 
honeft  chara£ier  have  they  not  belied?  Does  he  look  for  further 
inftancesi  let  him  turn  to  his  catalogue^  what  notorious  apoftate 
whom  he  has  not  honoured  ?  what  impudent  d garner  of  the  rights 
and  chara£ker  of  Ireland  that  he  has  not  advanced  ?  on  the  dtth^rr* 
handy  what  man  that  made  a  ftand  for  her  liberties,  whom  he -has 
liot  difnufied?  Mr.  Fitcgeraldy  Sir  John  Pamell  alfo,  who  had 
fupported  his  Government  long,  refufed  to  abandon  iheir  Country* 
aind  their  honour,  and  were  immediately  told  they  wene  no  longer  £t 
for  the  ferviceof  Governmant,  Mr.  Foder,  who  had  fuppoit^ed 
bis  adminiftration  long,  held  up  his  (hield  for  that  Parliament  of 
which  he  is  the  natural  advocate,  and  was  immediately  honoured 
by  the  enmity  of  the  court,  and  a  perfonal  attack  on  his  charafter 
and  coniiftency. 

Lord  FitzwiUiam«  an  £ngli{hman,  a  friend  to  the  war,  a 
itrenuous  advocate  for  order  and  regular  government,  with  a 
oharadter  that  is  purity  itfelf,  entertained  lor  Ireland  a  fatal  affec- 
tion, and  by  that  one  .offence  cancdled  all  his  loi\g  and  fplendid 
catalogue  of  virtues^  and  does  he  idiiiclaim  pr^ndices  againft- 
Ireland  ? . 

A  LcgiAatusc,  the  parent  of  both  countries,  he  talks  of  $  a 
l^giflature,  as  far  as  relates  to  Ireland,  free  from  the  influence 
of  vicinity,  of  fympathy.  The  Ifle  of  Man  is  all  that^  free  from 
the  influence  of  opinion,  free  from  the  influence  of  duty*  direded 
by  prejudices,  and  unincumbered  with  knowledge.  In  Murder  to 
judge  what  this  panentallegiflatuae  would  be,  let  us  confider  what 
'  the  Britifh  Parliament  has  been,  and  let  us  compare  that  Parlia- 
ment, for  this  pqrpofe,  with  the  Legiflature  of  Ireland,  and  in 
this  oomparifon  I  do  not  mean  to  approve  all  the  Parliaments  that 
have  fat  in  Ireland.  I  left  the  former,  becaufe  I  condemned  its 
pcoceedings;  but  I  argue  not  like  the  Minifter^  from  the  mifcon* 
du€t  of  one  Parliament  againA  the  being  of  Parliameat  itfelf.  I 
value  that  Parliamfintary  Conftitution  by  the  average  of  its  benefits 
-r-and  I  affirm;  that  the  bleffings  procured  by  the  Iriih  Parliament 
in  the  lad  twenty  years,  are  greater  than  all  the  bleliiugs  afforded 
by  Britift  ParliamenU  to  Ireland  for  the  )a(l  century,  greater 
even  than  the  mifchiefs  ioflldcd  on  Ireland  by  Briti^  Parliaments^ 
greater  than  all  the  bleflings  procured  by  thofe  Parliaments  fo^ 
their  own  country  within  that  period — within  that  time  the  Ici- 
giQatQres  of  England  loft  an  pmpii^,  and  the  Legiflature  of  Irpland 
recovered  a  Conttitutlon. 
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Will  wc  have  done  with  tht8  parental  Parliafliciittand  now  come 
to  the  Isribet  which  he  holds  out  ? — And  firft^  he  begins  with  the 
Church*  To  the  Proteftant  Church  he  praroifes  perpetual  feci^- 
ritj'— to  the  Catholic  Church  his  advocates  promife  eventual  falary 
-^-and  both  hold  out  to  the  farmer  oommutation  of  tytbes. 

With  refpedi  to.  ihe  Proteftant  Church,  whatever  mny  be  hit 
wiihes  in  favour  of  its  duration,  he  takes  the  ftrongcft  meafures  to 
accomplifli  its  dcftni£iion,  for  he  attempts  to  difgraoe  it  to  alL 
eternity.  He  is  employing,  or  his  agents  are  employing,  feverat 
of  its  members  to  negociate  away  the  Conftitntton,  and  to  men- 
dicate  addreiTes  transferring  to  another  country  the  Parliament  and 
legiflative  power  of  their  own,  disfranchifing  the  very  people  by 
whom  the  church  is  fed,  and  deferting  the  holy  million  of  Gcd 
to  fulfil  this  profligate  miiSon  of  the  minifter.  Give  up  your 
country,  fays  the  Minifter,  give  up  your  character,  and  be  im- 
mortal.  So  faid  Charles  the  1 11  to  his  Church,  v^hen  he  proflituted 
the  gofpel  and  regimented  tlie  clergy  into  battalion  againft  the 
Conftitution,  and  overturned  the  Church  by  its  own  infamy. 

At  the  fame  time,  that  the  Miniflipr  endeavours  to  take  away 
by  his  meafuies,  the  authority  of  one  Church,  his  advocates  tell 
you,  that  he  propoiies  to  give  falaries  to  another,  that  is,  they 
tell  you  that  he  propofes  to  bribe  the  Catholic  Clergy,  if  they 
will  betray  the  Conftitution,  in  whatever  form  of  religion  our 
pious  court  contemplates  the  Almighty,  it  ever  occurs  to  Convert 
Him  to  fome  diabolical  purpofe.  The  Catholics  had  been  aocufed 
pretty  liberally  of  difloyalty,  by  thofe  very  advocates  who  now 
feem  to  think  it  is  proper  to  reward  their  inputed  treafons  tgainft 
the  King,  provided  they  (hall  be  followed  up  by  real  creafpns  ' 
dgainft  the  people ,  I  do  not  believe,  I  never  did  believe,  the 
general  charges  made  againft  the  Catholics,  I  do  not  dffpute,  I  ^ 
never  did  difpute  the  propriety  of  giving  falariea  to  their  clergy-— 
but  it  (hould  be  falaries,  not  bribes^-^lalaries  for  the  exercife  of 
their  religious  duty,  and  not  wages  for  the  practice  €}i  political 
apoftacy — according  to  thi|  plan,  the  Catholic  religion^  it  would 
feem,  disqualified  its  followers  to  receive  the  bleffings  of  the  Con- 
ftitution ;  but  his  hoftilitics  to  that  Conftitution  qualifies  him  tQ 
receive  a  falary,  for  the  exercife  of  that  very  religion,  which  is 
at  once  punifhed  by  civil  difability  and  encouraged  by  ecclefiaftical 
proviiion — as  good  Catholicb  they  are  difqualified,  and  as  bad 
citizeifs  they  are  to  be  rewarded.  I  dare  fay,  in  general,  the 
Catholic  Clergy  will  feel  on  this  occafion,  as  they  have  dene  upon 
others,  a  regard  for  tl^iif  native  land,  fuperior  to  the  threats  of 
a  Minifter. 
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The  'Miniftcr  pk>ceeds — h'e  propofes  his '  third  bribe,  namely , 
the  abolition  of  tyches.  You  obferve,  fuch  a  propofal  does  not 
feem  to  form  part  of  his  Union,  but  is  an  offer  kept  back  (to  be 
regulated,  modkied  and  qualified  when  the  Union  is  pad,  and  the 
confidcration  is  given.  I  approve  of  a  mcdas  as  a  compenfatioa 
for  tythe — ^but  I  do  not  approve  of  it  as  a^  compenfation  for  Parlia- 
ment ;  when  I  propofed  that  meafure,  Und  was  oppofed  by  men 
by  whom  I  could  only  be  oppofed,  and  could  not  be  anfwercd,  I 
was  told  by  the  King's  Miniilers  that  commutation  of  tythe  was 
the  overturn  of  Chureh — couple  then  th^  proje6l  of  the  Mi- 
nifler  now,  with  the  argument  of  his  agents  then;  and  the  combined 
idea  atkrounts  to  this,  that  it  is  priident  to  ovcrtura  the  Church, 
provided  at  the  fame  time'  you  overturn  the  Conftitution ;  but 
the  fad  is,  that  the  argument  at  that  time  was  falfe,  and  the  pro- 
pofal at  this  time  fallacious;  and  both  fhew  that  the  argument  had 
for  its  objeft  perfonal  calumuy,  and  the  propofal  National  extinfU- 
on. 

The  Minifter  has  not  done  with  bribes,  whatever  economy  he 
fliews  in  argument,  hcrelie  has  been  generous  in  the  extreme. 
— -Parfon,  Priefl,  (I  think  one  of  his  advocates  hints  the  Prefby- 
terians)  not  forgotten,  and  now  the  Mercantile  Body  are  all  to 
^e  bribed,  that  ail  may  be  ruined*  He  holds  out  commercial 
benefits  for  political  annihilation — he  offers  you  an  abundance  of 
capital,  but  firil  he  takes  it  away  ;  he  takes  away  a  great  portion 
of  the  landed  capital  of  the  country  by  the  nece^Tary  operation  of 
Union  ;  he  will  give  you,  however,  commercial  capital  in  its  place ; 
but  firft  he  will  give  you  taxes,  it  feems  'tis  only  n^ceffary  to  break 
the  barriers  of  Liberty,  and  the  tides  of  commerce  will  flow  in 
of  courfe;  take  away  her  rival  in  landed  capital,  and  then  com- 
mercial capital  advances  without  fear.  Comnierce  only  wants 
weight,  it  feems,  in  order  to  run  with  new  fpirit.  He  not  only 
£nds  commerce  in  the  retreat  of  landed  capital,  but  he  finds  com 
alfo.  Why  not  wine?  *If  the  removal  of  landed  capital 
(hall  produce  wheaf,  why  not  the  diftance  of  the  fun  wine  ?  Why 
any  method  in  his  madnefs,  when  there  is  fo  much  madnefs 
iu  his  method ;  his  whole  fpeech  is  a  courfe  of  furprizes  ;  the 
growth  of  excifion,  the  refource  of  incumbrance,  and  harvefts 
(own  and  gathered  by  the  abfence  of-  the  proprietor  of  the  foil 
and  their  property.  All  thefe  things  are  to  come,  when  ;  he  does 
not  teH  you — where,  he  does  not  tell  you  ;  you  take  his  word  for 
at&  this.  I  have  heard  of  a  banker's  bill  of  exchange,  bank  of 
England's  notes, '  bank  6f  Ireland's  tiotes,  but  a  prophet's  pro- 
.  mifiory  note  is  a  new  ttaffic ;  all  he  gets  from  Ireland  is  folid  lofs  ; 
allhe  promifefi.vifionary,  diftant   and  prophetic  advantages;    he 
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fees,  1  do  not,  Britidi  merebants  and  BritUh  capital  faUiiig  to*tbr 
provinces  of  Connaug}it  and  Munfter,  there  tbey  fettle  great  muU 
titudes,  themfelves  and  families.  He  mentions  not  wha^  defcri|H 
tion  of  manufadiurers — who  from  Birroingham,  who  fcom  Man* 
cheftcr— no  matter,  he  cares  not ;  he  goes  on  alTcrting,  and  aflert-. 
ing  with  great  eafe  to  himfeify  and  without  any  obHgation  to  fa6k; 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  Icada  imagination  10  the  region  in  which  he 
delights  to  difport,  where  he  is  to  take  away  your  Padiamenty, 
where  he  is  to  take  away  your  firft  judicature,  where  be  h  to  take 
away  your  money»  where  he  is  to  encreafe  your  taxesy  where  he 
is  to  get  an  h'lfh  tribute  ;  there  ke  is  a  plain  dire£^  matter  of  fa£t 
man  ;  but  wnere  he  is  to  pay  you  for  all  this-^there  be  is  poetic 
and  prophetic — rio  longer  a  third-hand  financier,  but  aa  infpir- 
ed  accomptant ;;    Fancy  \g\vt$  him  her  wand — Amalchea  takea 

>kim  by  the  band-*-~Cere8  is  in  his  trains 

The  Englifh  capitalift  he  thinks  will  fettle  his  family  in  the 
midd  of  thofe  Irifh  Catholics  whom  he  does  not  think  it  fafe  to 
^dmit  into  Parliament :  as.  fubje£b  he  thinks  them  dangerous,  as 
a  neighbouring •  multitude  fafe.  The-Englifh  manufadurer  will 
make  this  diflinftion  v  he  will  dread  them,  as  individuals,  and  coui- 
^de  in  them  as.  a  body,  and  fettle  hi s^fapaily  and  his  property  ia 
the  midd  of  them  ;. '  he  will  therefore,  the  Miniiler  fuppofes» 
leave  his  mines>  leave  his  machinery,  leaves  his  comforts,  leave 
his  habits,  conquer  his  pirejudices,  and  come  over  to  Ireland  to 
meet  his  taxes,  and  mils  his  Conditution*  They  did  not  do  thia 
when  the  taxes  of  Ireland  were  few  ;.  we  were  indeed  told  tkey 
would,  as  we  are  now  told.  They  did  not  da  this  wken«  there  waa 
no  roiUtaey  gavernment  in  Ireland.  However,,  as  prej,udice& 
again d  the  country  encreafe,  he  fuppofes  commercial  confidence 
may  encreafe  likewife  ;  there  is  no  contradicting  all  this,  becaufe 
arguments  which  reafon  does  not  fugged^  reafon-  cannot  remove — 
befides  the  Minider  in  all  this  does  not  argue^  but  foretell-^now 
you  can  fcarcely  anfwer  a  Propliet,  you  can  only  diibelieve  him ;. 
bis  arguments  are  falfe,.  but  bis  infpirationa  may  be  true  ;v  appear- 

,  ances,  however,  are'  againd  them — for  indance,  a  principal 
ground  of  complaint  in  Ireland  is  a  mifapplieatioa  of  landed  ca^ 
pital^  or  the  diverfion  of  it  to  foreign  countries  frorir  the  cultiva* 
tion  of  Ireland,  where  great  trads  remain  either  totally  negteded,. 
or  fuperficially  improved-— where  the  tenantry  has  not  capital,  and 
the  land  can  be  reclaimed  only  by  the  employment  (and  a  very 
rational  employment  it  would  be)  of  part  of  the  rent  arifing 
therefrom^  on  the  foil  >Aich  produced  it,  improving  however  gra- 
dually fince  the  edablifliment  of  our  free  Conditiition,  whfch  con- 
tains in  itfelf  the  powers  of  checking  the  evil  J  fpcak  of,  and 
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which,  by  ad^ng  to  the  cofifequcn^e  of  the  country,  will  natiu 
nHy  dimititfh  the  number  of  Abfentees^  aidec^  as  it  mnSt  be  by  the 
growth  of  EngltHi  taxes,  unlefs  by  a  Union  wc  adopt  thofe 
taxes  in  Ireland.  How  does  he  remedy  this  diforder  ?  H^  finds  a 
great  Abfentee  draught:  be  gives  you  another^  and  baring  fecur- 
ed  to  yon  two  complaints,  he  engages  to  cure  both.  Another 
principal  oaufe  of  complaint,  is  ^  another  efF«6i  arifing  from  the 
nbn-refidence  of  Irifh  landlords,  'whole  prefence  on  thefr  own  ef- 
tates  is  neceflary  for  the  fuecour,  as  well  as  the  improvement  of 
their  tenantry — ^that  the  peafant  may  not  perifhfor  want  of  medi- 
cine, of  corral,  and  of  cure,  which  they  can  oi^ly  find  in  the 
admiififtration  of  the  Landlord,  who  civilifes  them,  and  regulates 
them  in  the  capacity  of  a  Magiftrate,  while  he  hufbands  ai^d  co- 
vers them  in  that  of  a  protedior,  improving  not  only  them  but 
himi^lf  by  the  exercife  of  his  virtues,  as  weU  as  the  difpenfation 
pf  his  prtperty,  drawing  together  the  two  orders  of  focicty — 
the  rich  and  poor— until  e^h  may  adminifter  to  the  oth^r,  and 
civilife — ^the  one  by  giving,  and  the  other  by  receiving — fo  that 
Ariftocracy  and  Democracy  may  have  a  head  anda  body — io  that 
the  rich  may  bring  on  the  poor,  and  the  poor  may  fupport  the 
rich,  and  both  contributing  to  the  ftrength,  order,  and  beauty  of 
the  State,  may  form  that  pillar  of  fociety,  where  all  *below  is 
llrength,  and  aS  above  is  grace;  how  does  his  plan  accompli(h 
this?  He  withdraws  their  landed  gentlemen,  and  then  improves 
Irifh  manners  by  Eng^fh  fadors ;  but  I  leave  bis  trifiing,  and 
tome  to  his  threats^  - 

Aft  be  offered  before,  a  trade  which  he  had  not  to  give,  fo 
now  he  menaces  to  withdraw  a  trade  which  he  catinot  take  away  ; 
his  threat  is  founded  on  a  monftrous  afleftion,  that  our  principal 
Branches  of  commerce  are  due  to  the  liberality  of  England!  1 ! 

Liberality  of  England  to  Iriih  Commerce  !  Where  are  we  to 
look  for  it  ?  In  what  part  of  this  century  ?  for  near  one  handred 
years,  ft  is  a  long  time,  the  Mlnifter  himfelf  diiclaims  the  illiberal 
poKcy  of  his  country.  Is  it  at  the  clofe  of  the  century,  for 
kiftance,  in  his  Majeily's  Speech  from  the  throne  in  the  year  75*, 
where  he  is  advifed  to  fignify  his  intention  to  maintain  the-  prin- 
ciple of  Amertcatf  taxation  over  all  his  dominions  ?  Or  is  it  in  the 
embargo  of  the  fauK  period  ?  Or  is  in  the  tea  tax  impofed  on 
Ireland  by  the  Britiih  {Parliament  about  the  period  of  79  ?  Or  wHl 
he  fay  this  liberality  appeai^  in  the  mockery  of  choCe  bills,  in 
which  England  affected  to  relieve  the  diilrefies  of  Ireland  ?  Was 
it  in  the  Englifh  a£^,  giving  the  Irifh  a  power  to  catch  whale,  or 
in  that  other  bill,  permitting  the  Irifh  to  plant  tobacco  ?  Or  was 
it  in  98  that  this  Jiberality  made  its  appearance  ?  No  :  For  I  re- 
member in  that  period  moving  an  addrefs  for  the  extenfion  of  Irifh 
Commerce— and  I  remember  alfo  being  opposed  and  defeated,  by 
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the  imih€di«te  interpofition  of  the  Crown. '  It  is  not  tben  in  the 
period  of  7S9  that  we  are  to  look  for  this  liberality — 'ivas  it  in  the 
period  of  79 — the  time  of  the  (hop-moqey  bill — of  the  tiOB^- 
coni^umption  agreement-<-of  the.  Iriih  requiiition  of  free  ttade. 

Here  is  the  liberality  of  England ;  fhe  was  juit  then,  (he  wa»  . 
liberal  never  ;  and  (he  wap  juft  to  you  then,  becaufe  you  were  the© 
juil  toyourfelf;  (he  hasbcxn  faithful  fioce  ;  I  fhallbe  fatiafied  for 
one  with  her  fidelity  and  juftice,  and  on  thefe  occafions  I  apknow* 
ledge  both.  Are  there  any  further  inftances  in  which  we  are  to 
look  for  Englifh  jaftice  in  the  fubjed  of  Iri(h  trade  i  Yet,  there 
18  another  in  95,  on  the  fubje6t  of  the  re-export ;  ao  atitempt 
had  been  made  to  carry  that  point  for  Ireland  in  17869  contained 
in  two  r^f  .ations  which  I  moved  as  an  ameodmei^  to  the  NavU 
gation  A£t,  which  has  been  charged  to  Ireland  aa  a  favour,  but 
which  was  in  fad  jobbed  to  the  Britilh  Miniftry  by  him  who 
made  the  charge^  and  fold  without  any  claufeof  equality  and  reci- 
procsdity;  but  afterwards  in  95,  a  re-export  bill  pajTed  in 
Great  Britain  in  favour  of  Ireland*  ^xadly  at  the  time  when  the 
charter  of  the  £aft  India  Company  expired,  and  an  Irifli  biH 
was  neceffary  and  did  pafa  to  fepure  her  monopoly  Smt  a  limited 
time  :  fuch  is  the  hiftory  of  Britifli  Concefl^on.  Now  look  at 
the  tariff,  or  fee  what  has  been  the  ;refult ;  greatly  in  favour  of 
England.  Under  the  head  of  Home  Manafa£iure  and  Colonial 
Produce^  in  favouS-  of  England— mnder  the  head  of  raw  materidL 
the  produce  of  their  refpe^ive  countriei  above  two  millions  in  h* 
▼our  of  England.  Under  the  head  of  foreign  Articles  a  great 
balance  in  favour  of  England^  add  to  this  an  abfentee  rental  of 
confiderably  above  a  million,  and  you  will  find  there  is  a  balanoc 
f)f  a  fumof  above  four  ratllions  annually »  in  whi|eh  Iraand  admt« 
nifters  to  Great  Britain,  and  pouprs  herfelf,  da  it  were  abundantl^r 
and  without  referve  into  the  Briti(h  dominion. 

This  is  the  trade  the  Miniftcr  threatens  to  alter,  and  tbinka' 
he  threatens  not  Great  Britain  but  Ireland — ^here  he  will  have 
fome  difficulty,  and  ^rft,  the  covenant  of  79,  he  denies  that  60^ 
vcnant,  he  fays  that  all  the  great '  commercial  advantages  of  Ire- 
land are  to  be  afcribed  to  the  liberality  of  the  Britifli  Parliamerit 
and  not  to  the  Iriih  Parliament.  Wherever  he  meets  an  Irifh- 
covenant  he  gives  it  no  quarter-— I  will  ftate  the  h6t^  ami  let 
th^  public  judge. — In  Odober  79,  an  addrefs  pafled  the  JrtOi 
Commons,  containing  a  requifitioii  for  a  Free  Tradtf,  it  was  foL 
lowed  by  a  motion  declaring  that  the  Iriih  Commoos  would  not 
for  the  prefent,  grant  new  tastes,  it  was  followed  by  a  limitation  of 
the  a€t  of  fupply  to  the  duration  6f  fix  months  only— it  was  con* 
fidered  in  England,  and  attended  with  refoluttons  moved  by  the 
then  Miniiler;  purporting  to  repeal  certain  reftridtve  a^s  on  the 
Free  Trade  of  Ireland,  and  to  grant  a  diredt  intercourfc  betwceo 
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Irehnd  and  kts  Majefty't  plantations  fubjefk  to  equality  of  duty 
-^thcfe  Refolutiona  were  confidered  in  the  Parliament  of  Ire<* 
land. '  ■  ■■  ■ 

[See  the  refoiutions  and  the  law  expreiling  the  condition 
and  covenant]-~Lthey  were  Toted  fatitfal£kory.  A  long  money  bill 
was  then  paiTedy  and  new  taxes  were  then  granted  in  confiderati- 
on  thereof,  and  this  he  calls  no  coTenant-^he  has  denied,  it  feems, 
the  linen  covenant-^he  has  denied  this  commercial  covenant  of 
1779,  and  he  has  denied  the  Conftitutional  covenant  of  1782—- 
and  having  difdaimed  the  obligation  of  three  Treaties,  he  now 
propofes  a  fourth^  founded  on  his  denial  of  the  three  others,  in 
which  he  defires  you  to  give  up  your  Parliament  to  fecure  hia 
faith  in  time  to  come  by  encouraging  his  difavowal  of  former 
covenants.  I  argue  in  a  difFererit  manner — 1  argue  from  his 
difpoiition  to  difpute  the  validity  of  covenant  to  the  neceflity  of 
the  exiftencc  of  Parliament— »an  In(h  Parliament — ^the  guarantee 
of  thofe  covenants,  who  has  power  to  preferve  the  obligation  or 
refources  to  retaliate.  Does  the  Minifter  when  he  talks  of  an 
eclecmbjfynary  trade V^ccc^le6t  how  the  Irlih  Parliament  could  affedi 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  by  difcontinuing  the  a6i  of  1793, 
granted  but  for  a  limited  time  ?  Does  he  recoiled  how  (he  could 
affedi  the  Britiih  Weil  India  monopolyi  by  withdrawing  her  ex- 
dulive  confumption  from  the  Britifti  plantations  ?— Does  he  re. 
collet  how  we  could  a(Fe£l  the  n^vy  of  England,  by  r^ulations 
regarding  our  Iri(h  Provifions  ?->^Does  he  recoiled  how  we  could 
9JSt&,  her  Empire,  by  forming  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  reft 
of  the  wotld*.-but  let  not  this  depend  upon  idle  threats,  threats 
which  never  (hould  have  been  advanced  on  one  (ide,  if  they  had  not 
been  firft  moft  imprudently  introduced  on  his.  I  fay,  let  not 
the  argument  reft  on  threats— -but  let  it  reft  quiet  on  the  paft  ex- 
periment— the  experiment  has  been  made— we,  got  our  trade  by 
our  refources  and  our  Parliament— we  will  keep  our  trade  by'af- 
fe&ion  and  by  covenant^^ut  ihould  a  Briti(h  Minifter  choofe  to 
defpife  thofe  tenures,  we  have  another,  we  can  keep  our  trade  by 
the  means  by  which  we  have  obtained  it,  our  Parliament,  our 
refources. 

He  fpeaks  of  the  linen  trade.  On  this  fubje6^,  indeed,  he  has 
been  anlwered,  as  he  has  upon  the  others,  by  the  argument  and 
by  the  experiment ;  the  argument  which  proves  that  the  bounty 
on  linen  was  not  granted  for  the  fake  of  Ireland,  and  that  Irifh 
linen  fells  itfelf,  But  fuppofe  his  reafoning  in  this  cafe  to  be  as 
true  as  it  is  fallacious,  what  does  it  amount  to  ?  That  his. country 
robbed  Ireland  .o&cher  free  trade  in  the  laft  century,  s^nd  gave 
her»  in  the  place  of  it,  the  export  of  one  folitary  manufacture, 
depending  on  ibe  charity  of  England,  and  now  propofes  to  rob 
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Ireland  of  that  manufa&iircy  unlefs  Ireland  confcnts '  to  be  robr 
bcd  of  her  Parh'ament.  He  hai  no  other  ground  of  triumph  bat 
the  diTgrace  and  difhonour  of  his  country  ;  however,  ber  cafe  is 
better  than  be  has  Hated  it ;  and  that  is  proved  by  the  experi- 
ment;  for  in  17799  we  were  encountered  by  the  fame 
threats  on  the  fame  fubjed— we  defpified  thofe  threats*  we 
put  the  queftion  to  a  trial,  we  entered  into  a  non-confuii^tioa 
agreement — we  demanded  a  free  trade — the  free  trade  we  obtain- 
ed— ^the  lintn  trade  we  prcferved. 

What  he  cannot  reconcile  to  your  intereft,  be  affeds  to  recon- 
cilt  to  your  honour — He,  the  Minifter  (his  budget  crammed  with 
corruption)  propofes  to  you  to  give  up  the  ancient  laheritance  of 
your  country,  to  proclaim  an  utter  and  blank  incapacity  to  make 
laws  for  your  own  people,  and  to  regiiler  this  proclamation  of  in- 
capacity in  an  a6l  which  infli&  on  this  ancient  nation  an  eternal 
difability — and  he  accompanies  thefe  monftrous  propofiils  by  un* 
difgaiftd  terror,  and  unqualified  bribery,  and  this  he  calls  no  at- 
tack  on  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  kingdom. 

The  thing  he  propofes  to  buy,  is  what. cannot  be  fold--* 
LIBERTY,  For  it  he  has  nothing  to  give — every  thing  of 
value  which  you  poflefs,  you  obtained  under  a  free  ConftitucioR 
-—part  with  it,  and  you  knuft.  be  not  only  a  dave  but  an  idiot. 
.  His  proportions  not  only  go  to  your  difhonour,  but  they  are 
built  upon  nothing  elfe — he  tells  you^  it  is  his  main  arguments 
that  you  are  uniic  to  exercife  a  free  Conftitution,  and  he  aifeds  to 
prove  it  by  the  experiment.  Jacobinifm  grows,  fays  he*  out  of 
the  very  (late  and  condition  of  Ireland.  I  ha^  heard  of  Parlia- 
reent  impeaching  MiniHers,  but  here  is  a  Minifter  impeaching 
Parliament-^he  does  more  ;  he  impeaches  the  Parliamentary  Con- 
ftitiilion  iticif ;  the  abufes  in  that  Conilitution  he  has  prote&ed>« 
it  i«oniy  its  being  that  he  deftroys-^-on  what  ground?— your  ex- 
ports fi  nee  your  tinaocipation^  and  under  that  Parliamentary  Con- 
lUtution,  and  in  a  great  meafurc  by  that  Parliamentary  Conftitu- 
tion  have  nearly*  doubled,  commercially  It  has  worked  well.  Your  • 
concord  with  England  fince  the  emancipation,  as  far  as  it  relates 
to  Parliament  on  the  fubjedt  of  war,  has  been  not  only  approved, 
^uit  has  been  produdive-r-imperially  therefore  it  has  worked  weQ. 
What  then  does  the  Mi.ailler  in  fad  objed  to  ?  That  you  have 
fupported  him,  that  you  have  concurred  in  his  fy^em,  therefore 
he  propofes  to  the  people  to  abolifli  the  Parliament  and  to  conti- 
nue the  Minifter — he  does  more — he  propofes  to  you  to  fubftititte 
the  Britiih  Parliament  in  your  place,  todeilroy  the  body  that  ref- 
tored  your  liberties,  and  rciiore  that  body  \yhich  Jeftroyed  them-— 
againll  fuch  a  propofition  were  I  expirihg  on  the  floor  I  ihould 
b^g  to  uLicr  my  la(t  bieach,  and  record  my  dying  teftimoi)y. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  CoR&T  faid»  it  was  hardly  necefiary  for  him  to  prqfefs  being 
&ort  at  the  hour  of  nine  o^dock  in  the  morning.  He  iaid 
he  thought  it  right. to  recal  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
Queftion  immediately  before  them  ;  but  before  be  ftated  thd 
QgeftiOQy  he  would  offer  a  few  ob&nrations  on  the  extraordinary 
fpeech  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  (Mr.  Grattan)  had  on  the 
moment  of  fcating  himfelf  in  his  place,  delivered  in  anfwer  to  the 
laft  Speaker  (Mr.lPox)  who  was  on  his  legs  as  the  Hon.  Gentle«* 
man  entered  the  door  of  the  Hotife.  A  fpeech  at  which  every 
man  muft  be  aftonifliedy  felling  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman  undef 

*  all  the  circumftances  which  had  taken  place  fince  he  laft  fat  in 
that  Houfe,  and  following  that  Confpiracy  and  Rebellion  whichi 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Hon.  Gendeman,  had  endangered  the 
-exiftence  of  the  country^  and  during  his  late  abfencc  from  it,  had 
occupied  the  perfonalexertions  of  that  loyal  and  fpirited  gentry 
amongft  whom  the  Hon.  Gentleman  found  himfelf  once  more 

'  feated. ,  There  was  no  perfon  prefent  who  had  not,  he  fuppofed^ 
felt  a  fenfation  on  th^  Hon.  Gentleman  centering  at  the  Bar ; 
whatever  that  fenfation  might  have  been>  he  doubted  not  every 
one  felt  it  foftened  in  a  coniiderable  degree  on  feeing  him  bear 
the  appearance  of  weak  health  ;  but  had  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 

/  -voice  been  but  barely  diftinguiihable^  a  few  moments  were  fiif- 
iicient  to  difcover  who  the  new  member  was,  from  the  principles^ 
and  topics  and  expreffions  introduced  in  the  didactic  lecture  with 
wi;(^ch  he  had  ccuidefcended  to  favour  the  Houfe.  He  wifhed 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  entered  a  little  fooner,  fo  as  to  hear 
that  fpeech  to  which  he  had  fo  fdddenly  replied,  as  it  nnight  have 
faved  hioi  much  unnccefiary  labour  an4  the  houfe  fooie  time* 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  given  a  ftatement  of  the  Conftitution 
of  17S2.  He  begged  leave  to  acquaint  him  that  the  hiftory  of 
\yA  own  exploits^  of  which  that  ftatement  confifted,  was  totally 
unneceiTary,  as  that  Settlement  had  never  been  impugned  by  any 
Member  in  the  Houfe ;  it  being  univerfally  deemed  and  allowed 
to  be  final  and  conclufive  to  its  particular  object,  viz.  that  of 
afferting  the  right  of  thelrifh  Nation,,  not  to  be  bound  by  the  acts 
of  the  Britilh  Legidature,  in  which  the  Nation  of  Ireland  was  not 
reprefented.  To  that  point  all"  agreed  that  that  Settlement  was 
final ;  but  if  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  that  fort  of  Final  Settlement 
which  was  to  preclude  to' the  end  of  time  all  power  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  to  confider  and  decide  upon,  and  apply  the 
circumftances  arifing  from  new  fituations  for  the  future  advantage 
of  Ireland,  then  he  muft  charge  the  Hon.  Gentleman  with 
drawings  conclufion  equally  illogical  and  unfounded,  as  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  could  not  fupport  the  abfurdity  of  a  perpetuaf  bar  to 
the  power  of' Parliament  to  confultand  advance  the  interefts  of 
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the  nation,  which  they  re^f^fiffit^d  in  die  t^iehnknf  of  wnf 
new  treaty  which  rti^hi  be  deemed  adv»ffta^<yii8,-i-.Thi#  CdBk 
«fiibution  the  Hori.  GehtlemHiri  slti^mpted  tb  flie«v^;  v^  in  al^ 
refpects  equal  to  the  British  Conftlftttibit;  uhd  fiiHf  eompeteotf 
to'  the  connexion  betweeli  Gresit  Britain  and  It^httd;  btit  had^ 
he  taken  his  feat  a  little  earlier  thai^  he  d^d,  and  hdlrd  the  wftole 
of  the  %ech  of  the  able  and  leartied  Gentltftfab  whom  he  dt^ 
tempted  to  anfwer,  he  would  have  be^nfchobted  upon  thdt  fubjectT 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  haye  received  fueh  infbrmatidB  from  that' 
able  main,  is  would  have  given  the  Hon.  -CrentlefAam  jufter  no- 
tions, and  corrected  the  h\fe  partiality  iHth  whtc6  he  contem- 
pilated  and'iiated  that  ConltitMon  ad  beiiij^  Ac  fame  as  that  cf 
Grest  Britain.  Mr.  Corr^  faid,  at  Chat  hour  he  only  touched  oa^ 
this  fubject^  but  could  not  tal&e  ilp  the  thfte  of  the  Houie  w 
repeating  any  part  of  whbt  his  I^n.  Friend  had  fo  ably  gone 
over  in  proving,  that  the  Conftitlitioii  of  Ireland  was  not  the 
fanie  as,  that  of  Great  Bi4tatn,  and  never  c^utd  be  &  under  the 
cfiitumftancea  which  the  Executive  Pbif^ei^  ftbod  fn.— The  Hon. 
Gentleman  next  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  working  of  thi»Con- 
fiitutioh  of  1781,  in  anfwer  to  two  points  which  he  faid  the' 
Britifh  Miiitfter  had  inftanced  as  Hable  to  objef^ion  ;-  thefe  were 
the  Regency  and  the  queftion  of  War  and  Peace,  In  the  Re^ 
gency,  Mr.  C.  faid,  he  muft  extend  his  wifh  for  the  Hon.  Gen-* 
tleman's  prefence  in  that  Houfifr  to  the  laft  SeiSoi/"  of  Parliament,, 
when  his  noble  Friend  [Lord  Caftlereagh}.  thouch  not  at  fo* 
advanced  an  age,  nor  fo  long  experienced  in  public  life  as  the' 
Hon.  Gentleman,  had  difcuifed' that  fubje^  in  a- manner  fo' 
able,  as  would  have '  given  the  Hon.  Gentleman  diffeitnt 
lights  from  thofe  by  which  he  looked  at  it.— The  Regency  he 
divided  with  that  exjjertnefs  of  which  he  was  mailer  of  giving 
diftinctiphs,  into  three  points — as  relating  to  the  Monarchy — ^to" 
the  connexion  of  the  two  Cbuntiies,  and  to  Party.  The  Mo- 
narchy the  Hon.  Gentleman  faid  was  preferved  by  the  Iri(h  Par- 
liament  having  appointed  the  fame  peribn  as-  the  Engliih  Pari- 
liament— the  Heir  Apparent.  The  connexion,  he  faid,  was  alfck- 
preferved  by  their  agreeing  with  the  Englifli  P^rlament.  The' 
party  wa^  a  point  on  which  the  two  Parliament!  difi'ered  in  thie 
circum (lances  attending  their  arrangement  :  this  flatement^ 
Mr.  Corry  faid,  he  obfcrved  upon  merely  to  prove  that  the  Hon» 
Gentleman  of  hit  own  (hewing,  demonftrated  that  the  Legi& 
btures  might  practically  diifer  from  e»cb  other,,  and  therefore 
did  himfelF  demonftrate  that  the  Conftitution  of  17S2,  as  it 
•dotted  of  fuch  a  difagreement  between  the  two  Legtflaturea 
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'«f  iihe  fipipire  on  points  to  important^  was  totally  imperfect  for 
i|ircfervi]ig  the  cpnnexion  between  Gt.  B.  &  Ireland.   The  Hon* 
{Genljcaian  next'  prooeeided  to  the  qaeftion  of  war  and  v^ace,  oa 
^8  4le  ftated  thtt  the  Irifh  Parllamenc  had  all  the  powers  of  the 
Britiflii  that  the  Crown  bound  both  nations  equally-  by  the 
.^xerctfe  of  the  prerogative  of  declaring  war  ;  and  che  Parlianfienc 
.  of  Irelandy  he  faid,  like*that  of  Great  Britain,  would  ^rant  or 
<i«fu(e  fuppHes  as  they  thought  fit : — true  it  was  they  could ;  but 
hat  again  the  infirmity  and  imperfection  of  the  Conftitution  ap- 
peared :  fince  the  power  of  refu&l  to  concur  with  the  Britifli 
Parliament  wasfufficient  at  any  time  todeftroy  the  co-opera£Ion« 
and  coniequently  to  loofen  the  connexion  and  overturn  the  feourity 
of  the  Empire  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  muJl 
acknowledge  the  inferiority  of  the  Irifh  Conftitution,  in  being 
deprived  of  all  the  control  of  the  exerdfc'of  the  prerogative  of 
"the  Crown  refpecting  peace  and  war,  which  the  Bntilh  Parlia- 
.  'fnent,  by  the  Britifh  Conftitution  poffefied  :  f or  where  was  the 
control  of  the  Iriih  Parliament  overthe  Britifh  Minifter  advifin^ 
the  Crown  to  declare  war,  when  even  with  refpect  to  the  Mi- 
nifter in  this  country  the  power  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  was  tjotally 
inoperative  over  what  the  Hon.  Gentlen^an  himfelf  had  (b  often 
in  his  fpeeches  exprelfively  termed  the  fugacious  refponfibility  of 
thofe  who  could  elude  the  grafp  of  Paiiiament,  and  feoff  si  iu 
..authority  by  fteppiag  on  board  the  packet.— The  inferiority  and 
'imperfection  therefore  of  the  Conftjlbution  of  Ireland,  as  fettled  ia, 
17^2,  was  undeniable;^  HtUd  muft  be  conceded  by  the  Hon.  Gen* 
tleman  as  far  as  refpe^.p^ce  and  war.  ■    'The  next  topic  of 
.  the  Hon,  Gentleman^s  'fp^e9h  was  the  defcription  of  the  Con- 
ftitution, which  he  begapjb/  alking  emphaticaliy  the  queflion. 
*^  .What  is  the  liberty  of  Ireland  P^^To.  this  queftion  he  proceeds 
4o.giye  an  anVwer  in  the  full  v;gonr  of  thofe  principles  which  ibe 
Hon.  Gentleoaan  bad  fo  often  profefled  in  that  Houfe,  and  dif- 
fiemiaated  in  tl^  nation .;  .principles  with  which  he  had  fo  fuccefe* 
fidjy  pperated  to  jdebauch  the  minds  and  deftroy  the  peace  of  the 
.country.     His  anfwer  was^^-the  Liberties  of  Ireland  are  thofe 
which  were  fettled  at  the  Convention  of  Dungannon,  afterwards 
ratified  at  the  fneetings,  armed  and  unarmed,  in  the  difi^erent 
countries,  and  $nalty  regiftered  by  'Parliament.     And  does  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  (faid  Mr.  C.)  again  fet  out  with  principles  and 
fiatensepts  calculated  to  fet  up  once  more  the  (yAcm  of  the 
►.Sovereignty  of  the  People,  and  the  fubfervicncy  of  the  Parliameni  f 
Does  he  not,  after  events  that  have  taken  place,  hefitate  thus 
,, (to  give  colour  and  countenance,  again  to  the  prevalence  of  Irt/h 
|);ii^ip|es  and  dp^rines  ?.  ^ad  does  he  not  blufh  under  all  cir<* 

xuinilances^ 
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tttmftjinces,  at  dating  that  the  liberties  of  Ireland  emanate  fronn 
meetings  of  the  people  held  at  Dungannen  ami  in  the  Coumtes  ia 
1782,  "jiuly  authorized  in  two  ftage^  as  it  were  of  popular  Legtf«* 
Jative  Bodies,  whilft  the  office  he  afligns  to  Parliameat  %  the 
eftablifliment  of  thofe  liberties,  is  that  of  regiftering  the  encroach^ 
xnents  of  the  people. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  thought  6t  in  his  fpeech,  in  which 
he  has  explained  that  the  connexion  between  Great  Brttain  and 
Ireland  is  fufBciently  fecured  by  the  Conftitution  of  1782,  to  talk 
of  the  fifter  Kingdom  under  the  defcrifuion  of  the  ioftio^ive 
Eneniy  of  Ireland  ;  does  the  Hon.  Gentleman  after  the  fentiment 
whicfi  he  fuggeds  for  the  Iriih  Mation,  as  oiie  of  thofe  Booijs 
which  he  explains  as  fufficient  to  preferye  Connexion  between  the 
two  Countries,  fpeak  thus?'  In  the  epithet  of  Inftinf^ive  Enemy 

•  applied  to  Great  Britain,  one  of  thofe  aids  which  the  Hon,  Gen-^ 
tieman  wifhes  to  adopt  in  fupport  of  his  Conflitution  of  178^. 
for  fecuring  the  connexion  of  the  Countries,  and  confolidatli^g 
the  ftrength  of  the  Britifti  Empire  ? 

Having  fettled  the  liberties  of  Ireland,  as  emanating  from  the 
meetings  at  Dungannoo,  and  in  the  counties,  he  next  proceeds, 
(faid  Mr.  C.)  to  fpeak  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Catholics;  on  that 

.  fubjedt  this  was  not  the  proper  time  foV  any  thing  to  be  faid  on 
the  one  hand  or  on  the  other,  as  it  was  in  no  relpedt  regularly 

'before  the  Houfe,  but  it  could  not  hav6  pafled  unnoticed  that  the 
fubjedt  had  been  ne'Verthelefs  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman 

•  with  obfervatibns  on  attempts  made  to  deprive  them,  as  he  fiatSed 
it,  of  their  phyfical  force  :  this  expreffion  Mr.  C,  reprobated  in 
ftrong  terms ;  phyfical  force  he  faid  was  full  of  meaning,  arid 
peculiarly  adapted  to  roufe  in  the  minds  of  the  low  and  ignorant 
clailes  of  the  nation,  thofe  nations  to  which  the  Country  owed 

'  its  lo(s  of  its  peace,  the  interruption  of  its  profperity,  the  robberies, 
murders  and  devadatiOn  which  it  had  undergone,  and  to  whtph 

'  fo  many  ignorant  and  mifguided  men,  after  committing  the  bar- 
barous atrocities  of  which  they  had  been  guilty,  owed  their  <^ath 

■  by  the  hands  of  the  Executioner,  Or  by  the  neceiTary  though 

•  tardy  exertions  of  Hii  Majefty's  troops.  The  Hon.  Gentleman 
then  proceeds  to  talk  of  the  Catholic  Clergy,  yrhom  he  defcribes 

:  a«   a    band   of    proftituted    men,   engaged   in   the    fnpport   of 

•  Government  $  this  body  of  men,  who  in  better  times  were  uftd 
'  to  moderate  the  paflions,  and  guide  the  condu6t  of  the  weak  and 

•  ignorant,  and  are  reprefented  as  objects  of  gon;empt  or  difguft,  and 
as  if  fomething  was  again  wanting  to  fet  loofe  the  uncontroled 

•  paffions  of  the  lower  orders,  the  Hon.  Gentleman*  having  firft 
called  up  the  fubjeft  of  the  Catholic  phyfical  force,  proceeds  to 
degrade  and  ^iP^^^'oy  the  authority  of  their  Clergy,  as  if  it  was 

peccflarjf  - 
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ntctSkty  to  xtmore  -the  laft  and  only  check  that  couM  afluage 
tlie  heated  and  mifguided  smltitude.  But  k  is  not  enough 
for  the  Hoa.  Gentleman  to  exhibit  the  Catholic  Clergy 
mione  in  this  point  of  view,  the  Church  at  iarge  muft  be 
brought  to  the  fame  level,  the  eftab)i<fhed  Church  is  the  obje^  of 
his  iucceeding  animadveriion,  and  after  them  the  Drfienters. 
Thefe  holy  men,  as  he  calls  them,  are  likewiie  engaged  in  iup- 
port  of  the  meafures  of  Government,  and  they  muft  be  debaled  ; 
they  are  accordingly  reprefented  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  without 
qualification  or  diftindlion  ;  the  Qer^v  of  the  eftablifhed  Church, 
of  the  Diflenters,  and  of  the  Catholics,  as  bribed  mto  one  com- 
mon conspiracy  in  fiipport  of  Goverbment,  as  one  common  bartd 
of  contemptible  iaftruments,  enemies  to  the  ConiKtucfon  and 
Traitors  to  their  Country.  If,  fatd  Mr.  C;  French  principles 
coofift  in  the  overthrow  of  all  religion,  the  eradicating  of  all 
morality,  the  confounding  of  all  orders  of  fociety,  aiid  the  efta- 
bliflunent  of  the  Soineretgnty  of  the  People  ;  what,  let  n<e  aflc, 
are'tbe  principles  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  ?  The  charge  of  bribery 
60  the  ^effion  of  Union*  is  next  applied  to  other  defcrfptioAs  of 
perfons  $  the  merchant  is  to  be  bribed  by  trade,  ihe  manufac- 
tore  by  capital  i  4nd  he  endeavours  to  fliew  the  fallacy  of  thefe 
iiopea  to  both.  For  thefe  dtffcriptidns  Mr.  C.  faid  he  did  not  fee! 
fi>  much,  anxiety,  from  the  obfervation  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman'; 
th^  both'  undet^ood  their  ow^  iaterg(U  too  well  to  be  deceived 
by  n\g.  'ailer.tions.  He  would  refer  the  Hon.  Gentlenfan  for  an 
anfwer  to  iJms  own  iUteaients,  to  the  experience  and  unbiafTed 
jodgmeiit  arf  the  confpicuous  Capitalift,  who  had  been  Enabled  by 
his  pufffuits  in  trade,  to  beftow  for  the  fervice  of  his  Country  a 
Vobintary  Contribution  of  tii^nty  thoofand  pounds,  he  meant 
Mr.  PeiJe,  who,  in  the  Britiih  -ParHameiit,  delivered  an  opinion 
diredly  the  reverfe  of  that  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman.  He 'would 
alio  have  inferred  him,  had  he  -  come  fufficiently  early  into  the 
Houfe,  totfae  Speech  of  a  Right  Hon.  Meinber  of  this  Houfe  on 
|hat-pight4  one.iof  the  moft  experienced  men,  the  firft  capltalifl, 
as  well  as  a  great  landed  proprietor,  and  at  the  head  of  the  fecoAd 
Houfe  perhaps  in  Europe,  (Mr.  Latouche)  who«  had  eiven  his 
opinion  alfo,  th^t  si  Legitatlve  Union  could  not  fail  to  be  highly 
advantageous  to  the  trade  and  manufaftures  of  this  kingdom* 
Mr.  C.  apologiised  for  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  and 
iaid^  though  he  could  not  relift  animadverting  on  the  principles 
and  expreffions  in  the  Hon!  Geodeman'a  Speech,  yet  he  would 
content  himfelf  with  having  only  touched  on  them.  He  then 
ftated  the  xfoeftion  of  the  night  to  be  no  other  than  this,  whether 
the  Houfe  would  by  anticipation  conclude  itfelf  againft  looking 
^  the  ftatement  propofed  to  be  fubmitted  of  a  plan  for  a  Legi^ 

lative 
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lative  y aieii J  i^od  whether  they  would  ceiblve  ifo  iprocVidf  Ae 

Ciffihility.of  diejKingdoin  of.Irels^id  ijeceiving  the  ben€fiu,o£tl^ 
eafnre,  if  benefiu  ihould  be  fouiid  on  inveftigatiod  to  beacon*- 
yeyed  hy  it.    As  to  ibe  Voce  oo  tbis  Qaeftion  Bcjng  «  pledge  tta 
mdppt  tbat  Me^fiire  as  brougbt  forwiird«  no  vom  bad  ,«ver 
fuppofedcfacb  a  fledge  in  any  jelpedt.    Before  be  fat, down  be 
would  mention,  a  praSice  which  bad  been  generally  cadopted^  jof 
ftating  in  debate  ^that  ^be  J4^afure  of  Union  was  one  andibilaiing 
the  Parliament  of  Jrelsfud::  the  Btllacy  of  that  ftatement  was^- 
^vortby  of  the  abilities  of  thofe  who  ufed  jt.    Parliament^  <ui|i 
Mr.  Cconiifts  of  the  three  Eftates,  the  King^tbe  Lords,  and  the 
Commoits«n»tbat  is,  the  People  by  tbeir /Repcefentatives,  ^cfaofen 
by  tbemfelves :  by  thefyftem  of  .Union  talked  of,  the  three 
Eftates  will  cominne  to  legiflat^  for  Ireland,  nainely,  >the£ing, 
the  Lords  of  IreUnd,  bx  ^  number  elected  by  and  from  them- 
feWes*  And  the  Commons  reprefeqting  .the  People  of.Irdknd, 
chofen  by  tbemfelv^s  ^  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  .wiU  therefose 
not  b^  annihilated*  though  united  and  blended  with  another  fet 
of  men  CQnftitfitiog  the  Parliameat,  of  Qreat  Britain  ;  and  tbisiss 
equally  tru^  whatever  be  the  proportion  of 'mifflbeiB*  ^whether 
die  numbers  chofen  in^reat^ritainbejuore  mimerojosihafLtbofe 
cbofen  in  treUnd,  pr.wbejtber  they  iwere  lOibe  tefs  jMimi^raus.;  of 
laftly»  .wheiher  ^riipQly  equal  in;numbeV>    tln.no  cafe»  cbcnsfiiiie, 
can  ^mnibila^on of  ibe  J^jarUamtei^i. of  Ireland. be ^ftaixtd' with «&y 
i^ard  to.acq^r^^y.tiWd  |he  People  of  Ireland  wQu)d,ili&>tr4ifted» 
faefufficiently  awar«,]^  tbe  miftatciMOis.made^  and knonr. that 
tbey  were.fiill  tio>be.gov,erned!by.a  Sarliameiiifo  cbofnabj^tbeBi*: 
felves*  to  fepvefoQt  .dieopiiiafxl  which  was.  to  legiAaie  in  ^on** 
jundipn  with  the,@^ritjiAi|PatJiameiftifor  Jrelaad^  ud^jL  the.^m^ 
lime  for  tbe.whAte  of  tbe^mpiit. 
At  ten  the  HoiMe  divided^ .      , 

.Ay^s^lbr  the  Amendooeiit^  >96    ' 

Noes,  -  -  4318  '    . 

It  was  ihe^e%e.  cejof^,  itAd<|ijbe  jA4fdceis  iin«nimaufly  agre04 
$0. 

rSEUMS  iFm  XHSs  AYES, 
;Sir  Laur^nf e  Parfons,  Bt.  ai\d  Frs^ncis  ,Ss^si^e,  C^fii. 

FOR  THE  NOES, 
ijLord  Lpfw.  ftpd  i  the)  Rt.  tijLpn.  Penis  Braivo^ 
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Wednesday,  February 5»i8oo. 

Mn.  HENRY  ALEXANDER  brought  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Supply. 

A  Commi^ee  was  appointed  to  infped  the  Public  Accounts. 

Petitions  againft  a  Legiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain  wtrc 
received  from  the  counties  of  Dubh'n,  Limerick,  Wexford,  Ca- 
▼an,  Longford,  Tipperary,  Gal  way,  Meath  and  Fermanagh,  as 
alfo  fron;i  the  city  of  Limerick  and  town  of  Belfaft,  and  feveral 
others. 

On  the  introdu£llon  of  the  Tipperary  Petition, 

Mr.  Bagwell  fone  of  the  Reprtfentattves  of  that  County)  de- 
clared, that  notwithftanding  the  fupport  he  was  induced  to  give 
the  meafure  of  a  Legiflative  Union,  on  the  firft  night  of  th,e  Sef- 
fion,  from  the  refolutions  of  a  number  of  his  reipedable  conftitu- 
ents,  in  favour  of  it,  having  been  prefented  to  htm  by  the  high 
flieriff ;  yet,  on  infpefting  the  lift  of  names  affixed  to  the  Petition 
before  the  Houfe,  he  obferved  fo  large  a  majority  of  the  indepen- 
dence and  property  of  the  county,  among:  whom  he  difcemed  the 
names  of  feveral  who  had  before  declared  a  different  fentiment  on 
thequeflion,  that  he  was  now  determined  to  oppofe'the  meafure 
'  whenever  brought  forward  in  Parliament. 

Sir  L.  Jf^ARsoN^  dated  to  the  Houfe  an  ace  wh'ich  he  confider^ 
ed  as  th^  greateft  enormity,  an  high  infringement  of  the  privi- 
leges of  Parliament,  and  a  violation  of  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedl. 
He  faid  he- had  it  from  a  rooft  rcfpedable  authority,  which  he 
named,  that  fome  time  ago  Major  Rogers,  who  commands  at  Birr^ 
having  been  told  that  there  \vas  an  intention  of  affcmbling  the  free-  ^ 
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holders  stnd  inhabitants  to  deliberate  on  the  propriety  of  petrtFon* 
fng  againft  a  Lcgiflative  Union,  the  major  replied  he  would  dif- 
perfe  them  by  force  if  they  attempted  any  fuch  thing ;  that  the 
major»>  however,  applied  to  Govcmoient  for  direfiion  as  to  hi« 
eondu6iy  and  the  kind  of  direction  he  received  could  only  be  judg- 
ed of  by  that  condud  itfelf.  On  Sunday  laft  (everal  magiftrates 
and  refpedable  inhabitants  afTemUed  m  the  feffiMihoufe^  when 
Ithc  hidi  Adk-iff  (Mr.  I>SR-by)  «veBt  to  tllem  and  ordered  them  to 
difper^^  or  1m  would  compel  them ;  they  were  about  to  depart) 
when  a  gentleman  came  and  told  them  the  array  was  appioaching  f 
the  afSembly  had  but  juft  tinie  to  vote  the  refolutions,  but  not  to 
iign  th«m;  they  broke  up,  and  as  they'went  but  of  the  feifions" 
houf«,  they  faw  moving  towards  it  a  coluoan  of  troops  with  four 
pieces  of  cannon  in  front,  matches  lighted,  and  every  difpoiition 
fbr  an  attack  upon  the  felEon-houfe,  a  building  fo  conftrudfced,  that 
if  the  cannon  bad  been  fired  it  mud  have  fallen  on  the  magiftrates> 
and  the  people,  and  buiSed  them  in  its  ruins.  A  gentleman  fpoke 
to  Major  Rogers  on  the  fubje£i  of  his  approaching  in  that  hoftile 
manner ;  his  anfvver  v^as,  that  he  wafted  but  for  one  word  from^ 
the  (heriff,  that  he  might  blow  them  to  atoms ! — ^Thefe  were  the 
dreadful  mcafures.  Sir  Laurence  faid,  by  which  Governmeot  cii<^ 
deaVpured  to  force  the  Union  upon  the  people  of  Ifeland,  by 
ilifling  their  fentiments  and  dragooning  them  lAto  fubmiffion.-— ^ 
He  propofed  two  refolutions  to  the  Houfe  to  the  following  ef- 
ket: 

tft.  **  That  to  preve^,  by  miliury  force,  thjc  freeholders  ol" 
aTiy 'county  from  meeting  ^to  petition  Parliament,  Is  a  groflt  viola- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe,  and  a  fubverfion  of  the  Con- 
ftitutk>n.p 

2d.  *^  That  Verncy  Darby,  Efq,  and  Major  Rogers^  do  attend 
at  the  bar  of  this  Houic  on  WedncMay  next."^ 

Mr.  Bowes- I)aly  feconded  the  motion*  He  reprobated  fuch 
violent  cdndu6:,  and  hoped  ccvotry  gentlemen  would  make  a  com- 
mon caufe  of  It,  and  not  (ufler  the  coriftitutional  right  of  Psttlla^- 
inent  and  of  the  people  to  be  thns  trampled  upon. 

Lord  Castle R FAG H  fcrid  that  he  had  never  belorfrr  either  i» 
his  official  or  'parliamentary  capacity,  heard  a  fyllable  of  the  tnat- 
ter.now  fiated'tb'the  Houfe.  '  The  Hon.  Baronet  who  brought  it 
fbrwatd  ought  to  be  certain  of  the  truth  before  he  Hated  a  charge 
of  fuch  high  impdftahce  :  he  ought  to  have  come  prepared  ixrith 
proofs  of  the  fa^  alledged ;  but  his  manner  feemed  more  calcu- 
lated to  inflame  than  to  inform.  He  had  alTumed  as  fa6r/|>ei'haps 
upon  very  Qiight  authorityi  an  outrage  which  every  man  mull  con- 
demn if  true  ;  and  then  he  had  thought  proper  to  impute  to  go- 
vernmeifl  the  odium  of  this  outrage.  As  to  the  firfl  refolution^ 
his  Lordlhip  faid  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  Far«> 
liainent  to  vote  an  acknowledged  truifm^»    Na  man^  he  truft^d^ 

would 
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would  ever  be  found  to  deny  the  right  of  the  fubjedl  to  petition 
Parliament.  If,  indeed,  the  Hon.  Baronet  really  believed  th^ 
fiory»  and  wifbed  ^o  exhibit  the  truth  to  that  Houfe,  the  (econd 
rsfolution  would  perfcdlly  ^nfwer  that  purpofe  ;  but  the  fir  ft  waa 
one  of  the  niany  inflammatory  tricks  whic&  had  of  late  been  fre- 
quently played  off^  ^nd  if  now  adopted,  would  feem  to  admit  the 
(aS  allcdgedy  by  unneceifarily  declaring  ^  principle  always  and. 
univerfally  afferted. 

Sir  John  Painell,  Mr.  Ogl^,  ^nd  Mr.  J.  C.  Beaesfokd^ 
«Il  fpoke  againft  the  enormity  of  th£  alledged  offence 4  but  they 
«11  agreed  that  th(  parties  accufed  (hould  be  heard  at  the  bar; 
a^d,  upon  the  fuggenion  of  thofe  gentlemen.  Sir  X^aurencc  Par- 
Ipns  withdrew  his  firfl  refolution,  and  the  (econd  being  put,  paffed 
unammoufly« 

The  Right  Hon.  I,«ord  ViTcount  Castle  reach  acquainted- 
tlie  Houfe  that  he  had  ^  Mefiage  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
JLieutenant,  whteh  h^e  read ; 

«  CORNWALLIS, 

*'  At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  fcIEon,  tn  obedience  to  the  particufar 
-^^  commands  which  I  received  from  h^s  Majefty,  I  acquainted  this' 
**  Parliament  that  a  joint  Addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia* 
**  pient  of  Great  Britain  had  been  laid  before  his  Majefty*  accom* 
'*  panied  by  Refolutions  propofing  and  recommending  a  complete 
**  and  entine  Union  between  Great  Bntain  and  Ireland,  to  be  eff- 
'*  tabliflied  by  the  mqtual  copfent  of  both  Parliaments,'  founded 
*'  on  equal  and  liberal  principles^  on  the  fimilarity  of  Laws,  Con- 
*^  ftitution  and  Government,  and  04  a  fepfe  pf  partial  ii^terefts 
**  and  affe^ions. 

'*  I  have  it  now  further  in  command  froQi  hi*  Majefty  to  lay 
**  thofe  Refolutions  before  this  Houfe,  and  folcmnly  to  recom- 
**  mend  to  the  confidenition  of  {lis  faithful  Qommofia  the  great  oIh 
♦*  jcfks  they  embrace, 

''  His  Majefty  has  obfer^  with  increafingfatisfadtQivthat  the 
9*  fentiments  which  have  continued  to  be  manifefted  in  6vour  of 
**  this  important  ^nd  falutafy  meafure  by  fuch  numerous  and  ref- 
'*  pedable  defcriptiont  of  his  Irifli  fubjeds,  confirm  the  hope  he 
**  has  exprefled,  that  its  accompliftiment  will  prove  to  be  as  much\ 
**  the  joint  wifli  aa  it  unqueftionably   is   the  common   intereft 
'  **  of  both  his  kingdoms^  an  event  to  which  his  Majefty  looks  for-' 
**  ward  with  the  utmoft  earncftnefs,  as  the  only  means  by  which 
**  the  common  interefts  of   all   his  people  can   be  indiflblubly 
**  united,  and  their  fecurity  and  happincfs  can  be  permanently 
M  eftabliftied. 

*♦  His  majefty  therefore  relies  on  the  wifdom  of  his  Parliaments 
**  aod  the  loVal  ^onciinen^e  of  his  people  for  the  completion  of 
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**  this  gteat  work)  with  a  firm  perfuafion  that  a  full  and  unrefcinr., 
**  ed  participation  of  con{litutions|l.and  commerci^f  advantages 
**  will  augment  and  perpetuate  the  profperity  of  bis  fubjcds  of 
*'  his  united  ]Cingdom|  ^nd  that  iknder  the  favour  of  divine  provi- 
••  dence  thcfreedoni  and  ppwcr  of  the  Britifli  Empire  will  be  ef- 
**  tabliihed  on  a  foundation  not  to  be  ihakcn  by  the  efforts  either 
**  of  its  foreign  or  dolnellic  cnenaies. 

/ 
Lord  Castlsreagh  proceeded.— -He  faid  he  felt  it  his  duty 
upon  this  gre^t  fubjedl  to  put  the  Houfe  in  poffeflion  of  the  entire' 
views  oT  the  British  and  Irifh  governments^  and  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  all  thofe  details  which  had  been  agreed  upon    tp  be  fubr 
mitted  to  Parliament. — In  thus  entering  upon  a  detail  fo  extenfive 
and  important — innportant  to  the  reiloration  of  tranquillity  in  this 
country  and  to  the  fecurity  of  our  connexion  with  Great  ^rit^in, 
he  found  it  nectfTary  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  indulgence  of  the. 
Houfe  for  a  larger  portion  of  its  patience  and  attention  than  he 
had  ever  before  prefumed  to  folicit,— Before  he  entered  into  the 
general    queftion,  he     would    make  oiie  obfervation     upon   the 
topic  to  \yhich  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  had  been  juft  then  fo 
anxiouijy  diredled,  the  exprefiion  of  tfie   public  fentiment. — By 
the  Britifh  conftitution  the  deliberative  power  was  placed  in  Par- 
liamenty  and  Parliament  would  be  very  unwife  were  it  not  to  tak? 
its  dire^jpn  from  the  great,  majority  of  thofe  wbpfe  flake  in  the 
property  and  interefts  of  the  country  gave  them  a  claim  to  confj- 
deration  ;    and  alfo   to  fuffer   an  artificial   clamour  to  divert   it     > 
irom  the  6rft  of  all  its;  duties,    that  of  deliberating  fblemnly  oa 
mcs^fures  ajFe£ting  the  interefts  of  the  country. '    Lait  year  it  was 
wi(h)?d  that  Parliament  would  put  this  great  queRion  of  Union 
i^ito  ^  courfe  of  deliberation    and  enquiry  ;    the  theafure  was  not 
fnfferedto  be  laid  before  them,  though  it  was  only  defired  that  ^ 
difcuflion  of  it   fhould  take   place.     Parliament  was  cautious  of 
proceeding  upon  the  quellion,  and  even  a  difcuflion  was  not  per- 
mitted :  Qovernment  ^It  it  their  duty  theq  to  fay  that  they  would 
not  bririg  that  meafure  forward,  until  its'  introdudlipn  (hould  b^, 
juftified  by  the  public  fentiment :  and  the  event  had  jullifiedthe    ' 
expe^ation  of  government.  This  queftion,  as  it  had  become  more, 
enquired  into  and  better  underftoqd,  became  more  and  more  popu^ 
}^r  with  thofe  perfons  rood  interefted  in  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try.— The   great   body   of  the   landed   property  of  Ireland  wa§t 
friendly  to  the  principle,  and  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  par- 
ticularly ;    3-4ths  of  the   landed  property  were   amongll  its  fup- 
porters  ;   19  counties,  5'*7tbs  of  Ireland  in  fuperficial  extent,  ha4 
come  forward  in  its  fupport.  '  He  did  not  fay  that  thefe  counties 
lyere  unanimous  in  approving  the  meafure  ;  complete  unanimity 
^as  not  to  b^  hoped  upon   any  great  poli tical, queftion ;  buth^ 
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would  fay  a  very  great  majority  of  thofe  counties  favoured  the 
meafure  :  all  the  great  commercial  towns  in  the  kingdom;  fave 
Dublin  and  Drogheda^  had  declared  in  favour  of  it ;  and  in 
fpeaking  of  the  city  of  Dubiin,  he  begged  to  be  underftood  aa 
fpeaking  of  it  with  that  high  refpe^  which  the  zeal  and  loyalty 
of  its  inhabitants  difplayed  in  the  great  and  trying  circumtiances 
of  the  rebellion  commanded  ;  he  could  not  help  obferving  that 
the  citizens  of  Dublin  were  affe^ed  with  the  fame  alarm  that 
thofe  of  the  metropolis  of  Scotland  fe)t  on  the  Scotti/h  Union ; 
but  he  trufted  that  they  would  live  to  change  their  fears  to  fatis- 
faftiouy  and  like  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  have  caufe  to  be 
grateful  to  providence  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  Union  with 
Great  Britain.  ■    k       ■ 

His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  he  felt  no  furprife  at  obferVing  in  fome 
counties  an  hoftile  difpofition  to  this  meafure  ;  .they  were  counties 
in  which  he  had  expe^^ed  fuch  oppolition,  inafmuch  as  they  were 
known  to  be  under  the  influence  of  fome  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe ; — ^but  he  could  not  help  bbferving,  Gnce 
the  laft  debate  in  that  Houfe,  a  political  phenomenon  new  to  thin 
country  ;  a  part  of  the  minority  withdrawing  themfelves  from  Par- 
liament, and  not  fatisfied  with  exercifing  their  deliberative  powers 
within  thefe  walls»  but  aflembling  in  another  place,  and  empower- 
ing certain  perfons  to  fend  letters  miflive  through  the  country,  caU 
ling  upon  fit  perfons  in  the  different  counties  to  become  their 
agents  to  bring  the  mafs  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  the  bar  of 
that  Houfe,  as  advocates  againft  the  meafure  of  Union.  Some: 
of  thofe  gentlemen,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  was  convmced  had  ne- 
ver entertained  a  notion  of  employing  this  popular  interference  to 
intimidate  Parhament,  and  he  was  equally  convinced  that  had  fuch 
an  intention  exiiled,  the  Commons  of  Ireland  would  not  yie|S 
the  country  to  any  fuch  defperate  attempt ;  but  fome  of  the 
perfons  a&ing  under  thefe  letters  had  gone  forth  with  the  moft 
unwarrantable  pretences,  to  deceive  and  diftrat^  the  populace, 
whofe  lignatures  againft  the  meafure  they  .wifhcd  to  obtain. — 
In  one  place  in  the  North,  it  was  given  out  that  this  Union 
was  a  project  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  lay  a  tax  of  five  (hillings  on  every 
wheel,  and  ten  (hillings  on  every  loom  ;  in  another  place,  the 
tenantry  were  told  that  an  Union  was  to  break  all  their  leafes, 
and  as  aH  the  great  landed  interefts  in  the  county  of  Down 
fupported  the  meafure,  this  was  urged  in  an  additional  argu- 
ment— *^  Do  you  not  fee  that  the  jandlords  ^re  for  it,  and  is 
not  that  a  proof  that  it  is  to  break  your  leafes  V*  Such  were 
the  deceptions  and  practices  reforted  to  by  thofe  who  /olicited 
petitions  againli  the  meafure.  As  to  the  petitions  procured  in 
this  way,  his  Lordfhip  faid  he  was  only  furprifed  they  were 
not  more  numerous.  On.4be  difcuflion  of  the  Scotch  Union, 
the  table  of  the  Parliament  was  day  after  day  for  three  months 

ODvercd 


148  P  A  R  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  R  Y 

covtred  with  fiich  petitions ;  the  Scols  -  P^vli^ment  a^ed»  a^ 
he  trufted  the  Irifh  wol^ld  do— they  oonfidered  only  th^  advan* 
tage  of  the  cpuntry,  and  (leadily  purfuing  that  objedy  not  mif- 
Ird  by  artifices^  or  intimidated  by  tumuhf,  they  received  in  the 
eratitude  of  their  country  that  reward  which  amply  compenfated 
for  the  arduous  tafl^  ihey  bad  accomplt(hed.  As  to  the  general 
principle  of  the  queilion  of  Unions  his  Lordihip  felt  it  unnec^ary 
at  that  time  to  enter  into  the  difctifiion  of  it ;  it  had  been  n)o& 
fri^ely  inveftigated  both  in  fpcaking  and  writing»  and  with  pecu- 
•  liar  ability^  by  an  honourable  and  learned  friend  of  bis  in  hit 
fpeech  of  the  laft  fefGou,  which  he  had^  lince  publiftied  in  a  pam- 
phlet, in  which  the  general  principle  was  placed  beyond  queijtion 
of  difpute.  Had  Parliament  in- the  lait  felfion  entertained  the 
difcufliun  of  this  meafure,  it  was  his  Lordfhip's  intention  to  have 
foUowed  the^  courfe  of  proceedings  marked  upon  the  Scottiih 
Union.  He  would  have  moved,  when  the  general  principle  of 
Union  had  been  acknowledged,  that  commiflioners  ihould  be 
appointed  to  digeft  articles  of  Union,  to  be  afterwards  fubmitted 
for  the  adoption  or  rejedion  of  Parliament.  But  as  thedifcuflion 
was  not  then  permitted  to  tak/f  place  in  the  IriHi  Houfe  of  Com- 
■BOBS,  h£  would  not  now  have  recourfe  to  this  mea&ire  ;  he.  Would 
move  to  have  the  fubjed  and  the  papers  relating  to  it  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  by  which  means  every  Mem- 
ber would  have  the  fuUefl:  latitude  of  difcufiiont  and  the  Houfe 
would  have  in  particular  the  benefit  df  the  .advice  and  afliftan^c 
of  the  Right  Hon.  the  SpeAKin  whom  he  addreffed^  an  advan- 
tage which  could  not  laii  to.be  highly  ufeful  to  the  iotereftsof  the 
country.  To  this  committee,  his  Lordihip  faid  ht  would  oS«x 
certain  refolutions,  founded  upon  the  principles  of  thofe  voted  by 
the  Britifh  Parliament,  but  going  more  into  detail,  fo  as  to  foria 
when  agreed  upon  fo  many  articles  of  the  propofed  IJpion.  The 
cafe  of  our  proceeding  would  then  amount  to  this :  Great  Briuin 
propofes  to  hold  certain  principles  on  which  to  found  an  Union ; 
Ireland  admits  thofe  principles,  and  propofts  articles  founded  oa 
them,  on  which  articles,  if  the  Britifh  Parliament  /hall  agrecy 
the  articles  of  Union  fliall  be  founded,  and  formed  by  the  agrieer 
qaent  of  both  legiflaturea  with  a  folemn  legiflative  aA.  His  Lord<» 
ihip  here  ful^mitted  the  following  propofitions  or  articles : 

FIRST  RESOLUTION^ 

That  in  order  to  promote  and  fecure  the  cffential  intereft  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  confplidate  the  ftrengih,  power, 
and  refoUrces  of  the  Britifh  empire,  it  will  be  advifcable  to  concur 
in  fuch  meafures  as  may  bed  tend  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into  one  kingdom,  in  fuch  manner,  and 
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on  fuch  terw  and  •cftndtttons/  its  may  be  eftlbUAked  by  the  a^  of 
the  refpefiive  Parliaments  of  Ckeat  Britain  and  Ireland. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Refolvedy  That  for  the  put^ofe  of  eftablifhtag  an  Uniqn  upon 
the  baii6  ilated  in  the  r^fdlutionl  of  the  two  PJoii^s  of  the  Pa^lia-^ 
ment  of  Great  Britain^  oomtnu^icalcd  hjr  his  ^tajefty'^  commarid 
in  the  meflage  fent  to  this  Houft  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenftnty  it  w«iutd  be  fit  to  proipofe  as  the  firft  article  of 
Ualon^  that  tlklLiogdoina  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fhaU»  upon 
the  firil  day  of  Januarys  which  (hall  be  ia  the  year  of  our  Lord» 
i8oi»  and  for  ever  after^  be  united  iqto  one  kingdom,  by  the 
name  of  the  uiAed  kingdom  of  Gneat  Britain  and  Irdandf  and*^ 
that  the  royal  Aik  .and  titUs  appertaining  to  the  Imperial  Crown 
«f  the  faid  uniited  kingdom  and  ita  depend^neicfs^  and  alfo  ^ 
^nfigoa  afOKniaV  fltiga  and  banners  thereof^  fiiall  be  fuch  as  his 
Majefty»  by  .his  ct»yal  t)roclamatftOn  under  the  great  feal  of  the 
united  kiogdom,  (kaU  be  pleaied  to  appoint, 

ARTICLE  IL 

Refolvedy  That  for  the  fame  purppfe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe, 
that  the  fucceffion  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  the  faid  united 
kingdom,  and  of  the  dominions  thereunto  belongings  (hall  continue 
limited  and  felled  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fucceffion  to  the  Im- 
perial Crown  of  the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
now  Hands  lirpited  and  fettled,  aecording  to  the  exifting  law^,  and 
to  the  terms  of  the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland.  . 

ARTICLE  III. 

'  Refolved,  That  for  the  fame  pnrpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe, 
that  the  .faid  united  kingdom  be  rtprefented  in  one  and  the  fame 
t^arliameiit,  to  be  ftilcd  the  Parliament  of  the  unite4  kingdom  of 
Greats  Britain  and  Ireland. 

;  ^     ^  ARTICLE  IV. 

/Reiblved,  That" forthe  fame  pnrpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  p/opofe, 
thai  of  the  Peers  of  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  four  Spi- 
ritual Lords  by  rotation  of  feifions,  and  twenty-eight  Temporal 
Peers  for  Kfe,  fhall  be  the  number  to  fit  and  vote  in  the  Hotrfe  di 
Lordst  and  lOO  Commoners,  (ih,  two  for  each  county  of  Ireland, 
two  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  two  for  the  city  of  Cork,  and  one 
for  each  of  the  thirty-two  moft  confidcrable  cities,  towns  and 
boroughs),  be  the  number  of  reprcfentattvcs  of  Ireland  in  tl»e 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  ; 
^hat  for  the  fame  purpofe  fuch  afis  (hall  be  paifed  by  the  Parliament 
of'Iireland  previoos  to  the  Union,  to  regolate  the  mode  by  which 
thrSptritual  Lords  and  Temporal  Peers,  and  the  Commoners  to 

Tcivc 


J50  P  A  R  L  I  A  ME  N  T  A  R  Y 

fenre  in  the  PaiiaatDCfitof  tfe  linked  kingdom  on  the  fitit  of  Ire- 
land, (hall  .be  f^immoned  or  returned  to  the  faid  Parliainenty  (hall 
be  confidered  as  forming  part  of  the  Union,  and  (hall  be  incor- 
porated in  the  ads  of  the  refpefllve  Parliaments  by  which  the 
faid  Union  (hall  be  ratified  and  eftablilhed^  That  all  quedions 
tobching  the  election  of  Peers  of  Ireland  to  fit  in  the  Parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom,  (hall  be  decided  by  the  Hdnfe  of  Lords 
thereof ;  and  Whenever  there  ihall  be  an  equality  of  trotes  in  the 
eledion  of  Peers,  the  names'  of  fuch  Peers  who  have  an  equal 
number  of  votes  in  their  favour,  (hall  be  written  on  pieces  of  paper 
of  a  fimilar  form,  and  (haU  be  put  into  a  gla(«  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliament,  at  the  table  of  tlie  Houfe  of  Lords,  wbilft  the  Hoiife 
is  fitting ;  and  the  Peer  whofe  name  (hall  be  firft  drawn  out  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament^  (hall  be  deemed  the  Peer  ele6kcd« 
That  any  Peer  of  Ireland  (hall  be  capable  of  being  eleded  as  it 
Reprefentative  for  ^ny  coimty,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain, 
in  the  Houfe  of  ComAons  of  the  united  kingdom,  ptovided  that 
fo  long  as  fuch  Peer  <«f  Ireland  (hall  (erve  in  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons,  he  (hall  not  be  capable  of  being  cle&ed  to  ferve  as  a  Peer 
on  the  part  .of  Ireland,  or  be  qualified  to  vote  at  the  ele<ftion  of 
any  Peer,  and  that  he  (hall  be  liable  to  be  tried  as  a  Commoner. 
That  it  (hall  be  lawfiil  for  his  Ntaje^fty,  his  heird  and  fdccdfTors,  tq 
create  Peers  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  to 
make  promotions  in  the  Peerage  thereof  after  the  Union,  provid- 
ed the  pumber  of  Peers  (hall  not  by  fuch  creation  at  any  time,  be 
increafed  beyond  the  number  exifling  on  the  ift  day  of  January, 
1801  ;  and  if  any  Peerage  (hall  at  any  time  be  in  abeyance,  fucfai 
Peerage  (hall  be  deemed  ^nd  taken  aa  an  exifting  Peerage,  and  no 
Peerage  (hall  be  deemed  extindl  unlefs  on  default  of  claimants  to 
the  inheritance  of  fucli  Peerage  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  frooi 
the  death  of  the  perfon  who  (hall  have  been  laft  pofleifed  thereof; 
and  if  no  claim  (hall  be  made  to  the  inheritance  to  fuch  Peerage, 
in  fuch  form  and  manner  aa  may  from  time  to  time  be'prefcribed 
by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  kingdom,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  faid  period  of  a  year,  then,  and  m  that  cafe  (uch  Peer- 
age (hall  be  deemed  e%tin£t,  •  and  a  new  Peer  may  be  created,  pro» 
vided  that  nothing  herein  (hall  exclude  any  perfon  from  afterwardt 
putting  in  a  claim  to  the  Peerage  fo  deemed  eztia£k ;  an4  if  fuch 
claim  '(hall  be  made  good,  no  Peer  (hall  be  created  jto  fupply  the 
pl^cc.vqf  the  next  Peerage  which  may  be  deemed  ^xti»6i,  after 
-iuch  cl^ioi  beirig  made  good  and  eftabli(hed.  That  all  queftiont 
touching  the.cle^ion  of  members  to  fit  on  the  part  of  Irc^landm 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  (hall  be  decided 
in  the  fame  manner  as  queftions  touching  elections  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  now. are,  or  at  any  other  time  hereafter  (hall  by  law 
be  decided,  fubjed  neverthelefs  to  fuch  particular  regulations  in 
refped  of  Ireland,  as  from  local  circumftances  the  Parliamient  of 
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the  faid  uiiitcd  kingdom  may  from  time  to  time  deem  expedient* 
That  all  qualifications  as  to  propert^j  which  are  or  fhall  be  re- 
quired by  law  of  the  mtmDers  eie£ied  on  the  part  of  England  by 
countries,  cities*  and  boroughs  refpe^ively,  to  fit  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  of  the  united  kingdoms,  (hall  be  required  of  the 
members  to  be  hereafter  ele£ied  to  fit  therein  on  the  part  of  Ireland 
for  places  of  the  like  defcription.  That  when  his  Majefty,  hit 
heirs,  or  fuccefibrs,  (hall  declare  his,  her,  or  their  pleafure  for 
holding  the  firll  or  any  fubfequent  Parliament  of  the  united  king- 
dom, a  proclamation  do  ifTue  under  the  great  feal  of  the  united 
kingdom,  to  caufe  the  four  fpiritual  Lords  and  twenty-eight 
temporal  Peers*  and  one  hundred  Commoners  who  are  to  lerve  ia 
the  Parliament  thereof  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  to  be  returned  in 
fuch  manner  as  by  an  a^  of  this  prefent  feflion  of  the  Parliament 
fsor  (hall  be  fettled  i  and  that  if  hisMajefty,  on  or  before  the'id 
day  of  January  1801,  on  which  day  the  Union  is  to  take  place, 
(hall  declare,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  thdt  it  is  ex« 
pedient  that  the  Lords  of  Parliament  of  Great  Britain*  and  Com- 
mons of  the  prefent  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  (hould  be  the 
Members  of  the  refpedive  Huiifes  of,  the  fird  Parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom,  for  and  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  ;  then  the 
faid  Lords  pf  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Commons  of 
the  prefent  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  (hall  be  the  Members  of 
the  refpediiveHoufesof  the  firft  Parliament  thereof,  fir  and  upon 
the  part  of.  Great  Britain.  -  And  his  Majelly  may,  by  his  royal 
proclamation,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  appoint  the 
(aid  firft  Parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Jrebnd  to  meet  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  his  Majefty  (haU  think 
fit,  and  the  four  fpirit^al  Peers  and  twenty-eight  .temporal  Peers, 
and  hundred  Commonei^,  who  (hall  have  been  returned  or  eleded 
to  fit  in  the  firfl  Parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  in  the  event 
of  fuch  proclamation  being  ilTued  as  aforefaid,  in  the  manner  which' 
(hiill  be  prefcribed  by  an  a6i  of  the  prefent  fe(fion  of  Parlia^ 
ment  of  Ireland,  for  regulating  the  mode  by  which  the  Spiritual 
Lords  and  Temporal  Peers  and  the  Commons  to  ferve  in  the  Par- 
liament of  the  united  kingdom  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  (hall  be 
fummoned  or  returned  to  the  faid  Parliament,  (hall  be  the  members 
of  the  refpedive  Houfes  of  the  fi«il  Parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  and  the  Lords  of  Psrliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  four  Spiritual  Lords,  and  twenty-eight 
Temporal  Peers  of  Ireland,  being  (iimmoned  and  returned  at 
herein  before  provided,  and  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com« 
'  mons  of  the  faid  Pa^iament  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  hundred 
members  for  Ireland,  fuch  hundred  members  being  eleded  and 
returned  as  herein  before  provided,  (hall  afiemble  and.  meet  ref- 
pefkively  in  the  refpedive  Houfes  of  Parlis^ment  of  the  united 
kingdom,  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  (hall  be  fo  appointed  by  his 
Majeftyy  and  (hall  be  the  two  Houfes  qf  the  firli  Parliament  of 
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the  ttnitrd  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  ihn  Far- 
lianent  nsay  continue  for  fuch  time  only  as  the  prcfeat  l^arliatnent 
<»f  Oreat  Britain  might  have  continned,  if  theUmon  of  the  two 
kingdoms  had  not  been  made,  unlcfs  fooner  difiblved  by  his  Ma* 
jefty ;  and  that  every  one  of  the  Lords  of  Parliament  of  the  united^ 
kingdom^  and  every  member  "of  the  Houie  of  Commons  of  th« 
anited  kingdom  in  the,  Hrft  ^nd  all  fucceeding  PatiiametltB)  fball 
take  the  oaths,  and  make'  and  fubfcribc  the  dedlaratioM  which 
are  at  pn*fent  by  law  enjoined  to  be  taken,  and  «ma~de  and  fub* 
icribed  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  Parhament  of  Great 
Bntainy  tmtii  the  Parliament  'of  the  iraited  kingdom  iiaU  provide 
•thcrwiie  ;  that  the  faid  foar  Spiritual  Lords  to  fit  in  rotatkni  of 
fefiions,  and  the  faid  twenty-eight  Temporal  Peers  to  fit  for  life  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  Parliament  of  the  united  kingdom, 
(hall  have  all  privileges  of  Parliament  which  the  Sptritual  and 
Temporal  Peers  of  Great  Britain  refpe6lively'iiow  have,  and  which 
they  or  any  Spiritual  or  Tempcral  Peer  after  the  Union  may  e»- 
joy,  and  the  faid  fonr  Spiritual  Lords  and  twenty-eight  Temporal 
Peers  ^all  have  the  fame  right  of  fitting  upon  the  trial  of  Peers  as 
'toy  ©ther  Spiritual  Lords  or  TeAporal  Peers  may  enjoy ;  and  in 
the  cafe  of  the  trial  of  any  Peer  doriog  the  adjojimmeut  or  pro* 
rogatfon  of  PaHiament,  the  faid  twenty^ght  TetAporal  Peers 
dial!  be  ^mmoned  in  like  manner,  and  have  6he  fame  powers  and 
privileges  H  fuch  tnal  as  any  other  Sptritual  Lords  or  Temporal 
Peers  of  the  united  kingdom  ; « and  that  all  Spiritnal  Lords  of 
Irctaiid,  and  their  fucceifors^  (hall  have  rank  and  precedency  next 
and  im^mediattly  after  the  Spiriftial  Lords  of  the  lame  tank  and 
degneie  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  all  Temporal  Peers  of  Ireland 
ihall,  ^<»n  atid  after  the  Ufii6n»  have  <rank  and  precedency  next 
and  immfediateiy  after  the  f  eers'  of  the  like  orders  and  degrees  f  n 
Greait  Britain  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  before  ail  Peers  of 
Gr«M  Britain  who  may  be  created  after  the  Union,  and  (hall  he 
tried  tis  Peevs  of  Great  Britain,  and  (hdl  enjoy  aU  prfvikges  of 
Peers  as  folly  as  the  Peers  of  England  do  now,  or  as  any  other 
Peers  of  Gneat  Britain  may  hereafter  enjoy  the  fme,  the  right 
and  {privilege  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  prrvilcges 
depending  thereon,  and  paiticularly  the  right  of  fitting  on  the 
trial <of  Peers  excepted;  and  ithst  aU  Peers  for  that  part  of  the 
naited  kingdom  oalM  Irekmd,  created  after  the  Union,  flwll  have 
ratok'and  precedency^  among  the  Peers  cf  the  united  kingdom,  ac-* 
eording'to  the  'daoes  of  their  creation,  and  enjoy  ^  the  pvivileges 
which  may  be  enjoyed  by  the  Peers  of  Ireland  aJi  herein  nbovQ 
^wcified  and  declared,. 

ARTICLE    V, 

Hefolved,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  he  fit  topropnfcf 
that  the  churches  of  that  part  of  Great  Britaui'CBlkd  England, 
ind^of  Xrtbtidy^  fliall  he  mk/sd  into  one  ehurchy  and  the  Aroh 

bi(hops- 
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biflioptp  BiflMpt,  Prieftsy  ftc.  of  the  churches  o^  Eagbsd  ftnd 
ivckiKiy.  (kail  ieom  time  to. time  be  fuminoMd  tc^  and  eotitlrd  to 
fit  in  convocation  of  the  united  church,  in  the  like  manner,  and 
fahjcfl  to  the  fame  fcgulations  as  arc  at  prcfent  bf  hw  eftabliftied 
With  rcfped  to  the  like  orders  of  the  charch  of  li^gland ;  and  th« 
do^riue,  wor(hip,  difciplihe,  and  goveramtnt  of  the  faid  united 
churchy  (hall  be  preferred  as  now  by  law  e&abliflied  for  the  church 
of  England ;  and  the  dodrinc,  worfliip,  difcipline,  and  govern;* 
mcnt  <4*  the  church  of  Scotlandy  (ball  Itkewife  be  ^rcfervcd  as  oo# 
by  law  dtabliihed  for  the  cbureb  of  Scotland. 

ARTICLE  .VI.    . 

Refolved*  i.  That  for  theiaipc  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  pro» 
pofe,  that  his  Majefty's  fubje^a  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (hally 
from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  January^  one  tboufand  eight  hun« 
dred  and  one,  be  entitled  to  the  fame  privileges,  and  be  on  ibfi 
fame  footing,  as  to  cttoouragementa  and  bounties  on  the  Uke  aiti* 
des  being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufa^iure  of  either  kingdom 
refpedively,  and  generally  in  refpefk  of  trade  and  navigation,  io 
'all  ports  and  places  of  tht  united  kingdom,  and  its  dependencicst 
And  that  in  all  treaties  made  by  his.  Majelly,  his  beirsa  and  fvp- 
cefibra,  with  any  foreign  power,  his  Majetty's  (ubjeds  pf  lrehui4 
(hall  have  the  fame  privilegea,  and  be  on  the  fame  footing  as  bi| 
Mi\|efty'a  fubfedU  of  Great  Britain. 

a.  That  from  the' (aid  iir (I  day  of  January,  one  tboufand  9)>b^ 
hundred  and  one»  all  prohibitions  and  bounties  on  the <  export  of 
articles  the  grow,th,^  produce,  o«  manufisdure  of  either  country  to 
the  other,  (IbU  ceafe  and  deteraitiie  ;  and  thai  the  f^idaniclf a  (ha)l 
tbencefof  th  be  exported  from  one  country  to  the  ptber  uritbji^Kt 
duty  or  bounty  on  fuch  export. 

^  3*  That  all  articles  the  growth,  produefj  or  maQufadiir^  af 
either  kingdom,  (not  herein  after  enumerated  as  fi^bje&  to  fpecific 
duties)  (hall  from  henceforth  be  imported  intp  each  conntry  froi|i 
the  other  free  from  duty,  other  thai)  fiicb  povntervailiag  duty  as 
ia  fpeci(i6d  in  the  fchedule  No^  I »  annexed  to  this  article ;  and 
that  the  articlea  herein  after  enpmerated  (ball  be  fubje^l,  for  the 
period  of  twenty  years  horn  ^he  Union,  on  importation  into  each 
country  from  the  oiher,  to  the  duties  fpecified  io  tbe^  fchcdule 
No.  z%  anne^  to  this  article,  via. 

Apparel  Glafs  Paper,  ftalned 

Brafs,  wrought  Haberdaihery  Pottery 

Cabinet  ware  Hats  Sadlery 

Coaches  Hardware  Silk  manu£u£iure 

Copper,  %vrought  Lace,  gold  and  filver  Steel 

.Cotton  MiUinary  Stockings 
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Apd  that,  the  woollen  maapfjidures  fliall  pay,  on  im^orta^tofi  in* 
to  each  country,  the  duties  ooir  payable  on  importation  iolo  Ire-r 
land. 

Silt  and  hops,  on  inoportatioo  into  Ireland*  the  duties  which 
are  now  paid  Ireland ;  and  coals,  in  importation>  be  fubje6i  to 
the  fame  burdens  to  which  they  are  now  fubjed. 

4«  That  any  article  of  the  grojHrth,  produce,  or  manufadure  of 
either  country,  which  are,  or  may  b^  fubje^  to  internal  duty,  or 
to  dutv  on  the  materials  of  whi^h  they  are  oompofed,  may  be 
iqade  fubje6^,  on  iheir  importation  into  eaph  country  rcfpe&ively 
from  the  other,  to  fuch  counteryaih'nsr  duty  as  (hall  appear  to  be 
juft  and  rcafonable  in  refpe6k  to  fuch  internal  duty  or  duty  on  ma* 
1;eris(ls ;  and'  that  for  the  faid  purpofes  the  articles  fpecifi^d  in  the 
faidfchedule  No  f.  (hoMid,  upon  importation  into  Ireland,  be  fub? 
je6i  to  the  duty  fet  forth  therein,  liable  to  be  taketi  oiF,  diminiih- 
ed  or  increafed,  in  the  manner  herein  fpecified ;  and  that  upon 
the  like  ei^port  of  the  like  articles  from  each  country  to  the  other 
refpe£iively,  a  drawback  (hall  be  given  equal  in  amount  to  the 
countervailing  duty  payable  on  the  articles  herein  befqre  fpecified 
oil  the  import  into  the  fame  country  from  the  other  ;  aqd  that  in 
like  manner,  in  futuret  it  (hall  be  eompetent  to  the  United  Par- 
liament, to  impofe  any  new  or  additional  or  countervailing  dutieSf 
or  to  take  off  or  diroinifh  fuch  exifting  couc^tervailing  du,ties  as 
may  appear,  on  like  principles,  to  be  ju(\  aqd  reafonable  in  refpe^ 
of  any  future  or  additional  internal  duty  on  any  article  of  the 
growth,  produce^  or  manufadturc  of  either  country ;  .or  if  any 
new  or  additional  duty  on  any  materials  of  which  fuch  article 
may  be  compofed,  or  of  any  abatement  of  the  fame ;  and  that 
^hen  any  fuch  n<!W  or  additiopal  countervailing  duty  (hall  be  fo 
impofed  on  the  import  of  any  article  into  either  country  from  the 
other,  a  drawback,  equal  in  amount  to  fuch  countervailing  duty, 
fliall  be  g^ven  in  Irke  manner  on  the  export  of  every  fuch  anicle 
refpe£tively  from  the  fame  country. 

5.  That  all  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufa6ture  of 
either  kingdom,  when  exported  through  the  other,  (hall  in  all 
cafes,  be  exported  fubjed  to  the  fame  charges  as  if  they  had  been 
exported  dircdiy  fipom  the  country  of  which  tbty  were  th^  growth, 
produce,  or  mauufa^ure. 

6.  That  all  duty  charged. on  the  import  or  foreign  colonial 
goods  into  either  country  (h^li,  on  their  export  to  the  other,  be 
dravm  back,  or  th^  amount,  if  any  be  retained,  (hall  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  couiitry  to  which  they  (hall 'be  fo  exported,  fc^ 
long  as  the  general  expences  of  the  Empire  (liall  be  defrayed  by 
proportional  contributions  ;  provided  nothing  herein  (hall  extenc^ 
to  take  away  any  duty,  bounty,  or  prohibition  which  exift  with 
refpedt  to  porn,  meal,  malt,  flour  and  bifcuit,  but  that  the  fame 
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may  b£  regulated,  varied,  or  repealed  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
United  Parliament  (hall  deem  c34>edient« 

ARTICLE    VII. 

Refolved,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  would,  be  fie  tp  propofe, 
that  the  charge  ariling  from  the  payment  of  the  intereft  or  link^ 
ing  fund  for  the  redudlon  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  incurred  in 
either  kingdom  before  th^  Union,  (hall  continue  to  be  feparately 
defrayed  by  Gre^t  Britain  and  Ireland  refpedlively. 

T^hat  for  the  fpace  of  twenty   years  after  the  Union  (hall  take 
place,  the  contribution  of  Qreat  Britain  apd  Ireland  rcfpe&ivelir 
towards  the  expenditure  pf  the  united  kingdom  in  each  year,  (hall 
be  di^frayedin  the  proportion  of  fifteeo  parts  for  Great  Britain, 
ajid  two  parts  for  Ireland*     That  at  the  expiration  of  the  faid 
twepty  year^,  the   future  expenditure  of  the  united  kingdom, 
Other  tjhan  the  intereft  apd  charges  pf  the  debt  incurred  before 
the  Union,  (hall  be  defrayed  in  fuch  proporttOo  as  the  United  Par* 
liament  (hall  deem  ju(i  and  reafonable,  upon  a  comparifon  of  the 
i^al  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the   refpe^ive  countries, 
upop  aq  average  of  three  years  next  preceding  the  period  of  revi- 
i^on,  or  on  a  comparifbn  of  the  value  of  the  quantities  of  the  fol- 
lowing articles  coniumed  within,  the  refpe&ive  countries,  on  a 
fimilar  average,  vi?.  beer,  fpirits,  fugar,  wine,  tea,  tobacco,  malt, 
fait,  and  leather,  or  according  to  the  aggregate  proporjtion  refiilt* 
ing  from  both  thofe  conliderations  combined,  or  on  a  pomparifoo 
of  the  amount  of  income  in  each  country,  eftimated  from  the  pro^ 
duce  of  the  fame  period,  of  a  general  tax,  if  fuch  (hall  have  Seen 
i^npofed,  on  the  fame  defcriptions  of  income  in  both  countries ; 
andfthat  the  Parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  (hall  afterwards 
proceed  in  like  manner  to  tevife  and  fix  the  faid  proportions  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  rules,  or  any  pf  them,  at  periods   not  more 
diilant  than  twenty  years,  nor'lefs  than  feven  years,  from  ea^h 
other,  unlefs  previous  ^o  ai|y  fuch  period,  but  fubfequent  to  tl^e 
iflof  January  1821,  the  United  Parliament  (hall  have  declared, 
as  herein  after  provided,  that  the  general  ei^pences  of  the  Empire 
Qiall  be  defrayed  indiforiminately  by  equal  taxes  Impofed  on  the 
like  articles  in  both  countnes. 

That  for  th^  defraying  o^  the  faid  expences  according  to  the 
n^lcs  above  laid  down,  the  revenues  of  Ireland  (hall  hereafter  con- 
ftitute  a  confolidated  fund^  upon  whiph  charges  equal  to  the  in- 
tereft  oif  her  debt,  and  finl^ing  fund  (haU  in  the  firft  iuftance  be 
charged,  and  the  remaindeh-fliall  be  applied  towards  defraying  the 
proportion  of  the  general  expence  of  the  united  kingdom  to  which 
Ireland  may  be  liable  in  each  year.  > 

That  the  proportion  of  contribution  to  which  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  will  by  thefe  articles  be  liable,  (hall  be  raifed  by  fuc)i 
taj^es  in  pcb  kingdom  refpeftively  as  the  Parliament  of  the  united 
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kingdom  (bally  from  time  to  time»  deem  fit :  provided  always,  that 
in  regulating  the  taxes  in  each  country  hy  which  thetr  refpe6^tve 
proportions  (hall  be  levied«  no  article  ii^  Ireland  ihall  bt  liable  to 
be  taxed,  to  any  amoiiut  exceeding  that  which  will  be  thereafter 
payable  in  England  on  the  like  article. 

That  if  at  the  end  ot  any  year  any  furplus  (hall  accrue  from  the 
revenues  of  Ireland,  after  defraying  the  interett,  (inking  fund,  and 
proportioned  contributioii  and  feparate  charges  to  which  the  faid 
country  is  liable,  eiiher  taxes  (hafi  be  taken  oflT  to  the  amount  of 
fuch  furplus,  or  the  furplus  (hall  be  applied  by  the  United  Parlia- 
ment to  local  purpofes  in  Ireland,  or  to  make  good  any  deficiency 
^vhich  may  aiifein  her  revenues  in  time  of  peace,  or  be  inveftedby 
the  CommilTioners  of  the  national  debt  of  Ireland,  in  the  funds  to 
accumulate  for  the  benefit  of -Ireland,  at  compound  intereft,  in 
cafe  of  her  contribution  in  time  of  war,  provided  the  furplus  fo 
to  accumulate  (hall  at  no  future  period  be  fuffcred  to  exceed  th6 
fum  of  iiv^  millions. 

That  all  monies  hereafter  to  be  raifed  by  loan,  tn  peace  or  iii 
war,  for  the  lervice  of  the  unitc^d  kingdom,  hiy  the  Parliament 
thereof  (hall  be  conlidered  to  be  a  joint  debt,  and  the  charges 
thereof  (liall  be  boi*ne  by  the  refpe^Ive  countries  in  the  proportion 
of  their  refpcdive  contributions.  Provided,  that  if  at  any  time 
in  railing  the  refpedlive  contributions  hereby  fixed  for  each  king- 
dom, the  Parliament  bf  the  united  kingdom  (hall  judge  it  fit  to 
raife  a  gi^eater  proportion  of  fuch  refpediive  contribution  in  one 
kingdom  within  the  year  than  in  the  other,  or  to  fet  apart  a 
greater  proportion  of  linking  fund  for  the  liquidation  of  the  whole, 
or  any  part  of  the  loan  railed  on  account  of  the  one  country,  than 
of  that  raifed  on  account  of  the  other  country,  then  fuch  part 
of  the  &id  loan,  for  the  liquidation  of  which  different  provifions 
have  betn  maiie  for  the  refpedive  countncs,  (hall  be  kept  diftind, 
ami  (hall  be  borne  by  each  feparately^  and  only  that  part  of  the 
faid  loan  be  deemed  joint  and  common,  for  the  redu^ion  of  wliicS 
the  rcfpediive  countries  (hall  have  made  provifion  in  the  proportion 
of  their  refpedlive  contributions. 

If  at  any  future  time  the  feparate  debts  of  each  kingdom  ref<> 
pectlvcly  (hall  have  been  liquidated,  or  the  values  of  their  refpec- 
tive  debts  (eilimaied  according  to  the  amount  of  the  intereft^nd 
annuities  attending  the  fame,  of  the  fiftking  fund  applicable  to  the 
reduflion  thereof,  and  the  period  within  which  the  whole  capital 
of  fuch  debt  (hall  appear  to  be  redcrmnhle  by  fuch  finking  fi^nd) 
fhall  be  to  each  other  in  the  fame  proportion  with  the  refpedlive 
contributions  of  each  kingdom  refpc6^ively,  or  w^erc  the  amount 
by  which  the  value  of  the  larger  of  fuch  debts  (hill  vary  from 
f»>ch  proportion,  fhMl  not  exceed  one  hunjired  part  of  the  faid 
value;  ^ud  if  it  (hall appear  to  the  united  FailiamcBt  that  the  re- 
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ptdive  ctroumftances  of  the  two  countries  will  t^encefortli  admit 
of  tfadr  cootribocing  indifcrtiiUDately,  by  equal  taxes  impofed  on 
the  fame  articles  in  each,  to  the  future  general  ex  pence  of  the 
united  kingdom^  it  fliall  be  competent  to  the  faid  United  Par- 
liament to  declare  that  all  future  expence  thenceforth  to  be  in. 
curred,  together  with  the  intercll  and  charges  of  all  joint  debt 
leontra^ed  previous  to  fnch  declaration,  fhall  be  fo  defrayed 
indifcriminately,  by/  equal  taxes  impofed  on  the  fame  articles 
in  each  country^  and  thenceforth^  from  time  to  time,  as  circum* 
ftancea  may  require,,  to  impoCe  and  apply  fuch  taxj&s  accordingly, 
fubje^  only  to  fiich  particular  exemptions  or  abatements  in  Ire- 
land, and  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circum- 
ftances  may  appear  from  time  to  time  to  demand,  tliat  from  the 
period  of  luch  declaration  it  (hall  no  longer  be  neceflary  to  regu* 
late  the  contribution  of  the  two  countries  towards  the.  future 
general  expenccs  according  to  any  fpecific  proportion,  or  accord- 
ing to  any  of  the  rul^s  herein  before  prefcribcd  :  provided  Bcver* 
thelefs,  that  the  intereft  or  charges  which  may  remain  on  account 
of  any  part  of  the  iieparatc  debt  with  which  either  country  is 
chargeable,  and  which  (hall  not  be  liquidated  or  confolidated  pro- 
portionaUy  as  abo^e,  fhall  until  extinguifhtd,  continued  to  be  de- 
frayed by  feparate  taxes  in  each  country. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Refolved,  That  for  the  fane  .purpofe  it  would  be  f^  to  pro- 
poTe,  tliat  all  lawa  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  all 
the  courts  of  civil  and  t cole fiaft ical  juri(di£lion  within  t\ke  re- 
{pedive  kingdoms,  (hall  remain  as  now  by  law  eftabdiflied  wk\u 
i«  the  Jame,  fubjedi  oidy  to  fuch  ^iterations  or  regulations^ 
£xMn  time  to  time^  as  circumftances  may  appear  to  the  Parliament 
•of  the  liBited  kUgdom  to  require^  provided  that  all  writs  of  error 
and  appeals  which  may  at  prefent  finally  be  decided  by  tl>e  Hon'e 
of  LiOrds  uf  Ireland,  iliall,  from  and  after  the  Union,  be  i^naily 
decided  by  the  Houle  of  Lords  of  the  united  kingdom  ;  and  pro^ 
yided,  that  from  and  after  the  Union  all  Admiralty  Jurifdid^ions 
be  under  the  i^otd  High  Admfrai  or  Comfiiifiioners  of  the  Ad- 
jairalty  of  the  united  Jcin^dom ;  and  that  ail  laws  at  prefent  ia 
force  in  either  kingdom  which  (hall  be  contrary  to  any  of  the  pro^ 
viiions  which  may  be  ena£bed  by  any  9£t  for . carrying  ihcfe  articlt^ 
into  effc^)  be  from  and  after  the  Unioa  repealed.  v 

SCHEDULE,  No.  i. 

Of  the  articloa  to  be  charged  with  /CounteriraiUog  duties  upon 
importation  into  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  rtfpcdtlvciy:, 
according  to  the.  6ih  article  oi  Ukion,  to  which  this  fchedulc 
is'tnnexed. 
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■  Arnchs  ta  le  charged  with  a  eouniervaUing  duty  in  Grtai  Britain* 

Beer — Bricks  and  Tiles — Candles — Soap — Cordage'— Printed 
Cottons — Cider  — Glafs — Leather — Paper,  ftained— Silk — Spt^ 
rits — Starch-^Sugar,  refined — Sweets— Tobhcco* 

jfrticles  to  be  charged  with  a  countervailing  duty  in  Ireland* 

Beer, — Glafs-^Lcather— Paper,  ftaincd, — Silk — Spirits — Su- 
gar, reined — Sweets — ^Tobacco. 

SCHEDULE^  N0.  «.  ^ 

Of  the  afrticles  to  be  charged,  with  the  duties  fpecified  oport 
foiportation  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  rcfpediively,  accord^ 
ing  to  the  fixtb  article  of  Union,  to  which  this  fchedule  is  annexr- 
ed — Apparel — Brafs,  wrought — Cabinet  ware — Coaches — ^Cop- 
pel*,  wrought — Cotton — Glafs — Haberdafliery—HaKs— Hardware 
— Lace,  gold  and  filyer — Millinery — Paper,  ftained — Pottery— 
Sadlery,  and  other  manufa£inred  leather — Silk  mantifaAutes^-*- 
Steel — Stockings,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  trOc  value. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  outline  ol  ihe  plan,  and  after 
making  feveral  remarks,  his  Lordfhip  faid  be  had  trufted  he  had 
ilated  enough  to  (hew  that  the  propofal  was  fueh  a  one  as  Tt 
washonefl  in  Great  Britain  to  niakey  and  honourable  for  Ireland 
to  accept ;  one  which  would  remove  thofe  anouMilies  from  the 
executive  to  which  it  was  perpetually  liable  ^  one  which  would  re- 
lieve the  apprehenfions  of  thofe  who  feared  that  Irdand  fhould  be 
iatisfiedwith  the  expences  of  Great  Britain,  by  eftablifhing-ajoft 
and  fair  principle, of  taxation  from  one  which  gots  to  difchargc 
Ireland  of  the  payment  of  one  million  of  money  in  war,  and  half 
a  million  in  peace,  and  which  would  place  Ireland  in  fuch  cireumw 
ftanccs  as  would  enable  us  to  look  at  our  iituation  with  fatis^£ii- 
on,  by  making  the  church  eftabli/hment  one,  and  confolidating 
the  Icgidatures  of  th«  empire*  All  prefent  appreheniion  would 
be.  quieted,  and  future  peace  fecured  $  the  great  queftion  which 
has  agitated  Ireland  would  be  put  upon  the  broad  principle  of 
rmperial  policy,  and  diveded  of  local  prejudices,  would  be  detibe* 
lately  and  nuiturely  weighed,  and  fueh  a  reprefentation  would  be 
cftablifhed  for  the  country  as  fhoold  give  the  nation  fuch  an  in- 
tered  in  it,  as  to  lay  afleepfor  ever  the  dreadful  queftion  of 
parliamentary  reform,  which,  a6iing  upon  the  religious  divifions 
of  the  country,  had  produced  fudi  calamities  to  Ireland. 

Rafh,  indeed,  would  be  the  man  who  could  fay  the  dangcts 
which  we  have  fees  were  entirely  paft :  We  had  made  great 
progrefs  towards  fecurity,  and  it  would  become  the  ferious  cott- 
itderatton  of  genttemen  to  refie6i,  that,  we  owed  the  iecuricy 
to  the  firmnefs  of  cfaara£)rer,  the  fteadinefs  of  mind,  and  the  calm 
an^  undifturbed  fagacity  of  the  very  man  who  now  propoled  this 
meafure,  that  to  his  conllancy  at  all  times,  and  under  the  mod 

tremendous 
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tremcadous  dangers^,  we  owed  the  fccurity  tn  which  we  flood : 
We  could  Qot  hope  that  ftich  a  man  with  fuch  a  mind  could  be 
Always  Ibufid  cb  guide  the  Britifh  Councik:  We  {hpuld  fcizc  the 
adyantageft  offered  to  us.  This  was  the  moment  to  (trengthen  the 
Irifh  cohditution,  by  blending  it  with  that  of  the  great  and 
powerful  enapiFe  of  Great  Britain ;  and  I  trudt  f^id  his  Lordlhip, 
that  it  at  any  future  day  the  enemies  of  Britain  and  of  Qiankind 
/hoiild-  again  be  let  loole  to  aiHid  the  focial  world,  Ireland 
will  be  in  fuch, a  commending  (ituation  as  to  bear  in  concert' with 
the  magnanimous  empire  of  Great  Britain  the  glorious  taik  of 
again  defending  andreftoring  the  liberties^ of  Europe. 

liis  Lord&ip  then  Xatd  it-  was  his  intentidn  to  move  to  have 
the  papers  ili'hich  he  had  laid  before  the  Houle  printed  and  circu- 
lated. 

Mr.  O.  PoNSOHBT— Sir,  the  Noble  Lordy  in  tntrod«cing  th^ 
ftrbjeft  fww  before  (he  Honfe,  has  divided  it  under  fevtral  hcads^ 
Ihf'oagh  each  of  which  I  (hall  cndtfavour  to  follow  him  j^ft  exa6tiy 
as  I  c«i.— I  do  certainly  agree  with  the  Noble  Lord  that  thig 
tountry  exhfbits  at  prefent  a»ilroHg  political  phenomenon— it  ex- 
hibits-th^  pherfomenon  of  a  Mintfter  who,  in  tht:  laii  felBon  of 
t)ur  ParliameM'  declared  that  oppoled  as  this  n^afure  was,  he 
€boldfi&t  think  of  prtiling  it,  until  the  fenfe  of  the  People  and 
the  ienle  of  Parliament  (houW  be  mamfeftly  in  favour  of  it.  It 
doesexhfbit  the  political  phenomenon  of  a  Minifter  who  faid  it 
tvas  due  to  the  objed  itfelf  and  to  the  tranquiUity  of  the  coutitry 
Tiot  toprefs  the  tneafureof  Union,  and  it  no>^  exhibits  the  pHe- 
•nwncnon  of  that  very  Minifter  pYeffing  that  very  ineafure  whta 
not  iin  independent  or  uninfiuenc<d  gentleman  in  this  Houfe  has 
changed  his  fhiitd  on  the  fubje6l,  and  ''t^ie  fenfe  of  the  country* 
is  aot  otkly  averfe,  but  hatedly,  decidedly,  and  hoftildy  averfe  to 
the  meafttre.  It  ex-hibits  the  political  phenomenon  of  a  Chief 
Governor j  thi  Keprefentative  of  Majefty,  appealing  from  the 
fenfe  of  Partiwnent  to  the  loweil  orders  af  the  people — making 
the  tour  of  Ireland  to  canvas  in  favour  of  a  meaitirc*reje£i:ed  by 
the  Parliament  ef  the  countty-— that  ParlisUnent  which  fo  recent- 
ly prote^6^  the  Iri#i  Crown,  and,  amid  {liopular  convulfion,  and 
4lte  tornado  cf  rebellion,  'Wasthe  ftrong,  the  firm,  and  the  faving; 
fcoKd  of  BfitHh  Gonnexion.  ItexhiSits  the  phenomenon  df  it . 
Miritiler  fo'  ufiiig  that  Place  bill,  which  was  intended  to  prrferve 
the  purity  and  independenee  of  Patliament,  as  to  conftitute  fuch 
"a  Parliament  as  ebabl<!s  him  again  to  bring  forward  a  mea- 
f«K«  which  received  the  honeft  coildemnatton  of  an  honed  ht^ 
giflattire. 

The  NoMe  L#rd  informs  the  Honfe  that  he  has  been  induced 
to  urg^  this  fnea^iire  in  cenfequcnce  of  the  fcrrfe  of  the  people  be- 
ing in  its  fevour-»*that  the  refidcnt  property  of  the  country  it 
in  its  fevour-^^that  the  rdidcnt  property  of  the  C04iiity  Down, 
*    V  X  which 
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which  his  laordfhip  r^^rcfcnts,  is  in  its  favour— and  tKat  if  fs 
only  oppofed*  bjr  a  clafs  of  ttnalntry  \fho  tremble  for  their  leafes, 
arid  who  are  told,  in  fupport  of  this  apprchenfion,jhaf  all*  th« 
fiindlords  arc  united  to  carry  the  mcafure  into  effc£l.  What!'  Sir, 
docs  the  Noble  Lord- pretend  to  fay,  that  the  lar^dlords  '  of  th« 
county  Down  are'  the  advocates  of  an  Union  ?  Does  the  Noble 
Lord  mean  that  the  meeting  regularly  (ronvened  and  held  at  Down* 
patrick,  was  attended  by  nonr  bat  a  tenantry  trembling, for  the  ob^- 
fcrvance  of  their  leafes  ?  Does  the  Noble  Lord  mean  to  fay  that  the 
fcnfe  of  the  people  of  Ireland  is  fn  farvotrr  of  the  mcafure— and'  in 
proof  of  the  a(r«rtiont  adduce  the  fcnfe  of  the  county  Down  ?  WbyV 
•fir,  rknow  it  is  po^Iible  for  a  man  to  fay  any  thing.  I  know 
iris  poflible  for  a  man. coolly  and  confidently  to  affcrt  what  he  ncit 
iher  believes  himfclf  nor  can  be  believed  by  any  other  pcrfon— » 
fitut  the  Noble  I^rd:  has  1  (hot  beyond  the  mark  of  comnmn  credi- 
bility. Does  he  fay  th^t  any  of  the  refident  landlords  of  thai 
county  appeared  to  exprefs  their  diflent  I:  No !.-  no !  bold  as  the 
Nobk  Lord.hasvbeen  in  the  niie  of  aflertion,,  be,  has  not  ventured 
to  fay  this*.  But,  Sir,  the  Noble  ^.ord^^it  (eemsr  is  very  angry 
at  the  mtanshtakcn  to  pppofe  his  mcafure^  and.  certainly.  Sir,  it 
is  very  natural  for  the  Noble  Lord,  not  to<>be.over  and  above  wdl 
jilCfifed  with  thofe  obRinate  men.  who  cling  to.  the  Conftitutton  of 
4ieir  country,  and  harden  th^ir  hearts  againft  the  blei&ngs  of  a 
provincial  fUte*.  The  Noble  Lord,  Sir,  a  ecu  fcs«  gentlemen  of  - 
oonHituting  themfelves  into  a  regular  authority,  and  calling'  upoa 
the  people  of  thecountiy  tocome  forward,  againft  the  Union,  in«- 
ftead  of  being  content  to  meet  the  q^eftion  qmetly,  and  handjomely^ 
and  orderly  ^ndftrettily^  here  on  their  feats  in  this  Houfe,  Why 
tobe  fure,  Mr.  Speaker>  iti&a  iad  thing  and.  a  very  ngughty  pror 
cedure,.  that  the  Miaifter  is  not  fu(Fered  to  have  the  country  to 
himfplf,  and  his  stddceiTes  and  his  individual  fignatiures  the  un<- 
contradided  reprefentation  of  the  national  opinion,  Truly«. 
Sir,  at  any  other  time,  an4  under  difierent  ctrcumftances,  I  might 
agree  with  the  Noble  Lord  that  the  mcafure  which,  he.  cenfurc^ 
would  be  extraordinary. — But,  Sir,  .when  I  coniider  theftate  of 
the  coantry-^when  I  confider  that  it  is  hirdl^  recovered-  from  a 
terrible  Rebellion—that  Martial  Law.  exifts  and  that  the  Habeas, 
Corpus  afl  is  fufpendcd,  I  rauft  £ay  that  the  interference;  pf  mea 
•f  rank,  refpc£tability,  and  property  is  neccflary,,  m  order  to 
Ihcw  to  the  people  the  fafcty  and  the  propriety  of  expFefiing»  in 
a  conftitutional  manner,  their  fcnfe  of  a  mcafure  which  would  dcr - 
prive  them  of  Conllitution,  of  liberty,  of  every  thing  dear  and 
valuable  to. themfelves  and  to  their  country.  The  neceflity  of 
thisinterference  and  example,  Sir,.cannotbe  queftioned  when  tHcfe 
circumdaiices  are  conlidered,  and  further^  Sir,  when  yoii  have  had 
this  aight  the  tellimony  of  an  Hon.  Baronet,  that  military  force 
was  exerted  to  prevent  a  meeting,  legally  convened^  oa  the^  ful^ 
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ic<^ of  an' Union.  Th^  Noble  Lord  fays,  that  inflaminatory  arts 
have  been  ufed  to  creat-e  an  oppufition  to  this  nleafurc  ;  if  any* 
iiich  arts  have  beeii  .  reforted  t9  they  ought  to  be  rept'obated-r* 
t))^ey.  merit  fevere  aDim^dverfion-^no  honeit  man  vvould  ufe  tkem. 
But,  Sir,  I  will  tell^you  what  the  .Nable  Lord  dreads  more  ih-Jta 
ifiilaamiatory  arts,  or  any  arts. — ^He  dreads  the  lijpnell  uninfluenc- 
ed expreifioQ  of  the.  public  miAd. — So.  much  of  ilic  public  fenb 
has-been  already  brought  fouvard  ia  the  (hort  opportunity  which^ 
hasbeen  given,  that  he  dteads  the  patriotufcs  which  may  be  made 
<4>f  another  week. 

;  The  Noble  Lord  ibrms  his  fubjeft  into  £he  divifioas  of  Fi- 
aance,  CoiiHrverce,  Religion,  and  ReprtfeKtaiion.  In  detailing; 
thefe  heads,  the  firft  general  ground  upon  which  the  Noble  Lord 
contends  ior  the  necdfity.of  a  Union  is  ijpon  ike  da^)ger  that  un- 
der theM^pfefent  Co^nftjttttion  fhe  Executive  tPower  in  ,  the  two 
-^uatries  may  at  fome  future  period  mot' be  lodged' In  the  faipac 
peifoa^,  j|f^  in  fupport  of  his  at^ume«t  he  has  Eluded  to  the  cafe 
of  the  Regency.  If  the  Noble  Lord  fepoiiQy  apprehends  any  > 
danger  oa  ^hat  gcoUiid^  it  is  very  fingular  that  when  a  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  .  broaghtlti ;  a  bill  for  the  ,purpoft  of  ena^ipg^ 
that  a  Regent  .chofen  by  .Ei^land^^JlioiHd  be  ^he  Regent  of  Ire^' 
land,  it  did  not  meet  with  th^t  Noble  Lord's  approbation,  ana 
the  reafon  is.  obvious,  bcca^ife  it  .would  deprive  .him  of  one  of  his 
argumentsin  &vour~of  an  Union.  3at  if  there  really  exift  fucK 
a  degree. of"- danger  as  the  Noble  Lord  feems  to  apprehen^^  it  is 
lingular  .that  it  never  before  has  occurred  to  the  Minifters 
of  Ireland,  that  it  has  never  occurred  to  the  Minitltr  of  Eng:- 
land. in  the  fpace  of  ten  years» ; from. the  year  ijB^^to  the  .pre- 
fcnt  period.  *  . 

The  Noble  Lord  inftances  the  eqife  of 'James  ,H.  but  ^does 
the  Noble  Lord  imagine  that  if  another  revokition  .were  to  take 
place  in  ^Sngland^  thcn«imeaud  found  of  ran  Incoiipmate  Union 
would '  prevent  the  ^epofed  JSlonardi  ;  from  comlog  over  to  tli  is 
country,  and  making  the  beil  ^and  which  he^  could  of  the  aiTiC* 
stance  which  it.woidd^iTord'him'?  The  law  in  fiich  cafes  depends 
upon  the  difpofit ions  of  the  People. — How  comes  it  that  in  couur 
^ries  where  ::nO'neceffityrfor  Legjflative  Incorporations  and  Unions 
exifted — ^wh«re  the^Peqple  were  identiilidd  under  one  Government 
by  geograipbical  iitupition ;  by  manners,  narae^  interefts,  and 
pre&rtption  I — In  France  upder  the  old  mQnarchy — in  Engla^Sl 
•before  the  Unions^  eith.ei'  with  Scotland  or  Wales  ;  and  in  Ire- 
land before  the  period  of  1782^ — how  comes  it,  Sir,  that  all  thofjp: 
cotmtHes  And  gov^ri^ments  were  afHidted  by  civil  wars — agitatt^ 
^nd  arrayed  indomeftic  hoflility  by  difference  of  opinion  en  poU- 
tical  fubjefis — Yet  that  which  no  identity  af  intei;it(ls  or  govcrn- 
•ment  could  prevent  in  other  countries,  is  to  happen  here  if  svc  do 
iROl  agree  tojiwiillow  this  ijgieting  dofeof  an  Union  ! 
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**  But,  fays  the  noble  Lord,  an  idea  has  beep  thrown  out,  ihkt,, 
Mr.  Pitt's-objeft,  in  prdpofing  a  Lcgiflativc  Union,  utm  tnk^ 
the^purfe  of  Ireland  into  his  own  hands;  the  fa^,  howeTer,  ih' 
the  very  revcrfe,  and  his  great  objeft  is  to  faVc  this  copntry  from* 
expence,  and  t6  place  all  itsvburdens  on  Britifli  fhourders.*' 

Why  traly,  Sir,  this  is  a  curious  argument,  arid  it  wonld  be 
foroewbat  curious,  when  the  timeconscs  (which  I  hope  will  never)' 
to  hear  the  Engiifh  MIniftcr  addrefs  the  people  of  Great  BritaiH- 
on  the  fuHjeA,  and  hear  him  defcribe  tlic  advaiitagf  s-^— ^*  Peopl^ 
of.  England  rejoice  !  Yoqr  prefent  burthens  aie  but  Jight-— ^-yoq 
pay!  but  few  taxes-^yoCir  national  debt  only  amounts  to  four  or  (ivc 
hundred  millions  Jfqrling,  the  interrft  of  which  Is  not  more  thaw 
18  millions  a-ycar— your  annual  expences  are  not  above  70  mtllions. 
Rejoice  !  'then.  People  of  tngland  !  for  I  will  tell  yon' what  witt 
Jighten  all  your  burdens-^you  will  have  the  happinefs^  the  glory,* 
the  magnanimity  of  bearing  with  the  load  of  Eibgland,  that  of 
Ireland  alfo  ?*'  Does  the  noble  Lord  fen'oufly  believe  that  Mr', 
Pitt  is  fuch  an  idiot  as  to  hold  forth  fuch  langiiag^  to  the  pe(^leof 
England,' of  that  fnch  an  argument  could  have  any  efRtft  upoij 
any  rational  man  in  Ireland  ?  The  nohlr  Lord  ftafes  that  he  regrets 
yery  much'  the  two  countries  cannot  bea/  an  equal  weight  of  tax- 
^tion^l  have  no  doubt.  Sit,' that  he  does  regret  it,,  deeply  regret 
jt — for.  Sir,  it  is  a  very*  natural  motive  of  concern  to  a  Minifter, 
that  he;  canhot  take  as  much  money  out  of  the  peopleV  pocket^  a* 
he  may  wifh  to  dcr^ — ^It  appears,'  Sir,  by  the  artleres  dated  by  the 
iioble.  Lord,  that  for  "ihc*  period  of  twenty  years,  Irehhd  is  to 
defray  i-^th  of  the  general  expenditure  of  the  empire,  but  at  the 
fexpiratlbn  of  that  time  the  proportioii  of  Ireltoid  may  h^  encreaf- 
ed  to  any  amount,  for  fhe  is  th^n  to  be  taxed  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  United  Parliament.  AH  the' advantage  that  Ireland  can  pofr 
fibly  gain  by  the  adoption  b'f  this  meaftnc,  j§  the  faying  of  abo«it 
900,0001.  a-year  iA  war,  and  400,6001.  a^yeaf  in  peaGe^  6nd  tlit 
queftion  for  the  Honfe  to  decide  is,'  whethrt'thcy  will  'gi>ie  up  the 
independence  and  Conftitution  of  Ireland  for'  fuch  ^  eoiiiideration, 
\vere  they  inclined*' to  put  any  pecuniary  benefits  in  bppofltiod  t« 
their  liberties.  '     .'       -: '  •  *  '• 

The  next  head  is  the  commercial  advantages  which  Ireland  Is  to 
derive  from  an  Uriioti.  Hiis  Lbrdihip  has  talked  mweh  of  the 
encouragement  afforded  by  England  to  the  linen  trade  of'Ireiaiid 
'—but,  ^(r,  I  deny  the  ftatement  of  the  noble"  Lord.'  The  en^ 
couragement  given  to  our  linen  trjidc  nve  owe  to  no  obligation  feat 
that  of  compa6k  and  mutual  benefit — that  encouragement  was  fti- 
pulated  in  return  for  the  woollen  lirianufa^lure  wirefted  from  us  kyf 
the  jealonfy  of  England^  when  fhe  took  fVom  us  a  ntenuf^uri^ 
that  then  yielded  a  revenue  of  124,000!.  per  annum  ;  it  ww  under- 
ttikcn  to  encourage  the  l^nen  trade  of  Irehrid — but  what  other 
linen  Uade  would  fte  cncouri^c  ?  Would  England  have  had*a 
*  ^  \  ..  .      ,  ^fuperiof 
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fiipdriw  Mtenft  Ui  pftfcrfing.  the  RtilSftny  Flemi(b»  nod  Daicli< 
Itnen  to  tHofe  pf  Ireland  ?  Will  the  noble  Lord  f»y  lhi9  i«  a  fayqMr  ? 
It  haa  hee|i  iBfifiuated  that  the  reje^kiunof  an  UnioR  will  produce; 
%  cqaaiercial  var(are«  Does  the  noble  Lord  faj  fo  ?  Hepannot- 
-mI  laugh  at  the  ide^-i^for  fuch  an  hoftSity  would  be  ftill  more-*^ 
injnrtoug  to  England  than  to  Ireland.-^But  the  noble  Lord  fayt* 
that  pubiin  and  Cork  are  to.be  made  free  porti.  Doc'y  he  medn, 
that  they  will  be  free  to  all  nations  ^  No,  Sir*  be  canopt  mean 
.that,  and  thereCbrc  n^uft  caeao,  not  to  give  an  advantagey  but  tc^ 
puffer  that  which  it  ahready  po&ifed.  He  means  that  when  cer- 
tain art^es  ajre*  ftored,  the  duties  are  not  imn^ediately  required  or* 

.  inidf.  but  aic  bondcdon-fo  this  i»  all  the  beneBt  of  a  free  port; 
A^ipeher  thinlf^  Slr-^Docs  the  ooble  Lord  mean  that  no  porta  are 
«6  be  free  but  thoTe  of  DuUin  and  Cor)i?  What  have  all  th^ 
other  porta  dons  to  hts  Lordihip  \  What,  Mi*.  Speaker,  will  they 
iay«to  this  exclpiion  from  his  Lordfhip's  favour  ?*~^The  noUe  Lord 
Jtnoyrs  extremely  well,  that  \vm  ports  being  free  would  inevitably 
fuin  the  tnuk  of  all  the  reft  ;  but,  Nfr,  Speaker,  all  this  parade 
•f  bencftt  may  be  rtCblved  into  two  wardii-»^jitf  yovm/and  119  nm^ 

.  Mju  Another  advantage  to  be  derived  from  Union  is  the  cbeapr 
neft  of  eoak-^^yes,  Sir,  we  (hail  all  warm  ourfelves  mbft  comforlp* 
ably,  by  our  own  &re»iide8-r;why  ?  for^  the  moft  convincing  and 
tnoMtrovertible  rcafon,  becaufe  a  duty  of  5s.  6d«  per  chaldron^ 
paid  oa  the  exportation  of  coals  from  Great  Britain,  is  to  bi 
taken  off  and  paid  in  Ireland  !  Here,  Sir,  is  a  way  to  make  coali 
gvOtr  ch^ap^  and  of  neceflity  to  encourage  our  itiahufa&uves  ! 
Here  is  argnment,  which,  I  am  fiire,  no  man  will  attempt  to 

^  aafwer.  The  noble  Lord  lays  great  ftrefs  oii  the  exchange  oJF  rav 
material  %  but,  Sir,  on  this  head  England  is  as  much  indebted  to 
Ireknd,  as:  Iceland  ia  to  England. .   What  if  we  refuie  to  (end  her 

{arn,  hides,  tallow,  butter,  beef,  pom,  &c.  can,  (hen,  the  noble 
rford  mean  that  in  the  .  event  tA  a  eommerctal  warfare  Ireland 
would  fuifor  all,  England  nothii^g  \  |^o,  he  cannot  mean  it — fo 
that  the  qiieftion  of  commevce  has  nothiiig  to  do  with  a  reje^ioa 
of  the  tJnion.  But,  Sir,  a  moft  Qngular  advantage  held  out  to 
Ireland  to  induce  its  acceptance  of  an  Union,  to  relinquifli  ite 
ParliaiocDt,  and  decrade  itielf,  is  cbat  this  (ame  Union  will  entitle 
^er  to  ^-ijths  of  toe  territorial  revenue  of  Great  Britain  ;  now, 
iSir,  I  do  not  know  any  meaniiigto  be  attached  to  the  term,  unie6 
it  mean  the  pofTeAoas  of  a  Britlfh  Company  in  the  Eaft  Indies^*^ 
lb  then  we  are  to  be  admitted  to  2-1  ^ths  of  500,oooL  promifed 
fay  the  Eaft  India  Company,  bat  which  has  never  yet  been  paid 
A«->It«laiid  will  adoally  be  admitted  to  »«i^s  of  this  territorial 
fevenue*— Oh !  unlooked  Cor  benefit!  wonderful  facrifieeJ  li 
^  oannbt  biit  puzzle  the  peo^  of  Ireland  how  to  dlimnte  fo  extra- 
tordinary  a. favour.*  When  a(ked  for  the  Aearth  tax,  the  window 
t«x,  the  iiieom^.iax,.aiid  all  the  it^txes  wt^ich  muft  folWw^ihe  aca* 
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compltihmcnt  of  an  Uniotii  (hould  they  reccite  the  united  tax-^ 
mailer.geneial  with  rduflance  and  difcontenty  how  prevailing  and  ^ 
how  confoling  muft  his  argument  be  \vhen  he  (hall  fay»  **  Foh  ! 
j>ph,!  don't  mind  thefe  tfifles — ^are  you  not  admitted  to  2-i5tha 
of  the  territorial  revenue  of  Great  Britain  ?  Can  Ireland  mur-^ 
nur  at  coRtributtng one^leventh tothe  Imperial expences  when  (he. 
18  fo  much  ennc|ied — 2-i5thsof  a  promi£ed  territorial  revenue.'* 

The  Noble  'Lord  has  been  pleafisd  to  ^ay,  that  all  the  dutiea* 
affeding  the  Channel  Trade  will  be  mutus^ly  fettled— 'tho£e  dif- 
ferences I  will  tcU  the  Noble  Lord  ave  but  trifles — but  fnch  aa 
tbey  are,  why  not  place  them^on  a  juft,  ^ a  friendly  and  eqditable 
•bafis  without  an  Union  *?  Long  before  fuch  a  inea&re  was  ia 
contemplation,  this  was  prorojiedto  be -done. — ^What  is  thoiuig^*. 
ty  advantagt  of  fending  fail-cloth  to  England — but  if  it  be  ad- 
vantageous, cannot  it.  be  4ionc  without  an  Union !  Would  the 
Noble  Lord  have  it  underftood  that  no  benefit,  iiowever  ftaally.  ia 
to  be  acceded  to  this  country  unkfs  it  accedes  its  Parliament  and 
its  name  ?  -As  to  the  export  trade^  the  pofition  advanced  is  ca« 
rioiis  indeed,  and  we  are  gravely  told^  that  the  j^ngltih  merchant 
will  quit  .his  eftabltfhmcnt — ^his  Ware^houfcs — his  lefidence— hta 
valuable  and  e»tenfive  conveniencies — and  make  this  iflaud  theeow 
porlum  of  his  trade  ;  inoporting  into  it  goods  ia  ordei  to  export 
them  ag^in.^-^London,  Brtliol  and  Liverpool  are  to '  be  depopu- 
iited,  and  their  merchants  ace  to  fiy  their  rcfidencc  in  thncouiv- 
try. 

The  Noble  Lord  next  proceeds  to  the  Church  EftaUifhmeat — 
andv  upon,  my  word,  on  that  fubjeift  his  reafoning  is  fomewhat 
extraordinary.  **  What  a  delightful  thii^,  fays  he,  it  mufl  be 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  find  their  Church  the  fame  as  that  of 
England.' '  Pray,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  fb  at  prefent?  A  law  to 
that  efie^  was  pafFed  in  the  reign  .of  Henry  VIII.  a  monarch  not 
much  difpofed  «to  have  his  will  quefHoned.  This  law  was  repealed 
in  the  reign  of  Philip  and  M^ry,  but  was  again  renewed  -iinder. 
'Queen  Elizabeth ;  and  I  believe,  Mf •  Speaker,  has  continued 
<evcr  fi nee  in  force.  For  my  part,  I  can  perceive  416  difierence 
between  the  Chuvch  of  England  and  the  Church  of  Ireland.  The 
'39  articles  are  the  fame — ^theoxeds  the  fame — ^the  privileges  and 
fthe  powtr  of  the  ckrgy  the  fame.  JQrut,  tkf  it  feems  tlntt  famer 
iiefs  is  nmhing  without  identity— -an  identity  which  is  to  Iqave  Us, 
no  Irilh  church,  and  w^icli^wili  transform  ail  our  Irifh  into  Eng- 
liih  Biihops.  Between  the  two  «diurches,  fiir,  I  can  £ie  no  di^ 
Terence,  except  in  tlie  tcit  law — aiid  is  it  one  of  tlie  benefits  which 
^re  to  refalt  from  an  Union  that  of  taking  from  the  Prefbytcriaits 
jo[  Ireland  the  bencfiis  of  this  a6t,  aad  placing  them  on  a  footing 
'^ith  thofe  of  England  ?  After  fome  time,  the  Catholics  are^to 
he  Riudeeafy ;  Very  well,'Sir»  but- how  ?  Will  it  be  by  their  utter 
i^xdufiou  ?     Will  they  be  Relighted  at  the  puffing  of  an  a&  whi<^ 
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wiU  ihot  tbem  otit  for  everfVotm  an  equality  of  franchifc  ?  .  How 
IS  tiiis^identity  of  church  to  make  the  various  defcriptioD^of  Dif- 
ft:nterB  mora  fitisfied  ?  Will  h  be  fuftcient  that  they  are  told 
**"-  You.  ought  to  be  contenti  you  hare  nothing  moie  to  clelire,.for 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland^  baapafiedan  acl  for  tdentifjrjng  the 
two  churches  !*'  I  fancy,  Miv  Speaker,  that  all  thofe  fine  words 
indentjfieaiion  and  confoHdattom^  will-not  have  a^very  magical  efFe6t 
on  the  Iriih  Diffei^ter,  unlefs  fomc  attending  benefit  is  rendered 
more  obvious  to  him.  The  Noble. Lord? talks ^  of  what  was  done 
in  Scotland— buty  Sir,  he  entirely  mifconceireSi  the  matter,,  for 
riiere  it  was  quite  different,  and  a  fpecial  provifion*  of  the  Union 
was  for  the  prevalence  of  the  Preibyterian  church,  of  which  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  is  the  acknowledged  head. 

The  Noble  Lord  having  difpofed  of  the  financial,  commereialv 
»nd  religious  heads  of  the  propofed  Union,  comes  finally  t^  that 
of  Reprefef^tation'-«-aad  how  does  the  Noble  Lord  difpc^e  of  it  t 
The  Legiflattng  IrifiL  Peerage  is  to  confifb  of  four  Spiritual  and 
twenty-eight  Temporal  Lords,  and  thefe  are  to  be  thus  privileged 
tor  life.     Unqueftionably,  Sir,   the(e  four  Spiritual  Peers 

[Here  Lord  Caftlereagh  explained- that  the  Spiritual  Peers  were 
to  be  b^  rotation.}- 

Mr.  Ponfonby  continued.  What  a  pleafing  and  happy  prof^ 
pe6fc  does  this  explanation  of  the  Noble  Lord  open  to  na  !•  What 
a  powerful  and  improving  eiFe6i  will  this  fending  fouc  Biihops  b)p 
rotation  to  the  Bvitifh  Parliament,  have  on  Irifh  manncfra  1^  How 
much  more  will  they  ailift  to  the  civilization  of  this  country,  thaa 
by  remaining  at  home  in  their  feveral  diocefta  ^  We  read  in  the 
ikiftory  of  Greece,  of  gveat  men  travelling  into  the  civilized  coun^ 
tries  of  thofe  days  to  learn  their  manners  and  Gommunicate  them  ta 
their  countrymen.  So  will  it  be  with  our  Bishops.  We  (hall 
BO  longer  look  upon  them  aa  nren  devoted  to  fptritual  drudgery^-r- 
but  aa  travelling  moral  phibfophers,  going  each  in  his  turn  td 
€olIe6k  bleilings  which  he  is  to  (hower  upon  his  native  land — they 
will  be  relieved  from  all  care  about  the  flate  of  the  Churdi-— and  £ 
ffaould  not  wonder.  Sir,  if  among  other  a6is  of  civilization,  they 
would  inilru^  us  in  the  art  of  dancing,  and  affimilate  in  their 
progrefs  to  Dr.  Ratcliffe's  ftudents,  aadefcribed  by  Pop^e-^. 
*'  E'en  Ratcliffe's  pupils  maft  travel  firft  to  France, 
*^  Nor  learn  to  pra^kife,  till  they  learn  to  danioe.'^ 
Well,  Sir,  thofe  rotated  Spiritual  Peers  are  to  be  accompanied 
by  twenty-eight  Lay  Peers,  it  is  however  rather  hard,.  Sir,  that 
th^  whole  duty  of  civilifing .  their  country  fhould  fall .  upon  the  ' 
SpiMtoal  Peers,  and  that  the  others  (hojild  only  have  to  civilize 
themfelves.  Would  it  not  be  better  that  the  latter  (hould 
alfo  be  tranfported  by  rotation,  {or  a  certain  term,  and 
not  for  Ufe.  But«  Sir,  it  it  averred,  that  this:  regulation  places 
them  more  out  of  the  reach  of  infl,uence  than  if  espofed  to.the  ha>> 
zarda  of  eledion. — Certainly ^  thofe  who  enjoy  a  privilege  for  life 
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«re  mo/re  imkpendrnt,  as  fer  as  relates  u»  tliit  ^vskfjo— ^st  .Mre 
they »  09  this  accounty  beyond  the  reach  of  all  ififtiie^aft  i  •  Will 
tbey  not  now  be  tha  readier  to  vote  for  an  Uaidn*  bee^ufa  their 
dfgaity  {$  i^aced  beyond  the  power  of  chance  I  Bi>l»  Sk^  we  {uivCn 
Adt  done  with  thd  wonders  of  the  Peerage  yH-f-^it  («ea»  that  fi 
toofequence  of  this  Unian  will  be,  that,lri(H  Tt^n  tfili  toot  be 
admifltble  to  iit  as  English  Coanrooaerw^Wcll,  8trt  whit  ia  to^ 
be  the  refult  i  To  he  made  an  Iri(h  Beer  jiaa.  bten  coo^vrtd  ap 
hoaoar^  but  when  it  coitics  i&  eonUdl  #ith  politic  bettcAss^  wUl 
it' any  longer  be  Yalutd  ? 

It  hsES  been  confidcred  by  a  gentkanaii  a  pretty  tfanig  So  he  isbX^ 
zA-^Mj  Zfrd^^to  hare  fnpporcers  to  hta  annat  «U  to  haye  hia 
wife  called — My  Ladjf^^hut  when  he  finds  that  the  title  is  Ip 
ixclnde  him  from. the  mach  gfreater  honour  of  k|[iflatin|;  for  hia 
counttyy  trill  he  aotrefii^y  or  relin^fh  itf  «At  a.ttoK  that  £<»- 
rope  isiiruggliag  to  fapportits  inftituiiobSt  «ad  tha£  this  necef- 
iity  of  the  ftf  aggla  is  the  creed  of  MiHtfterc^  ddes  the  NohI<  i^fd 
.propofc  to  disfraJiehifc  the  Irifh  Peer-»^to  diljnace  tbe  Iriih  Pccr*^ 
age?  I  hopey  Shf  f-Aiafl  never  be  an  Jiifh  retr^  btit  if.t  ^crt, 
2  ihoald  be  Ur  mo^iilfasfible  of  beings  i{  wbac  has  b#en  Dtid  by 
the  Noble  Lord>  did  not  roufe  my  pride,  to  the  ftion^ft  ansl 
4ind  moft  gdneroni  efforts  to  preferve  unimparrcd  tht  dignity  «irhich 
i  enjoyed.  'Doc^s  the  NoJsle  Lord  think*  this  the  way  to  ftopport 
the  Ariftocracy  of  the  Conftituttoa  ?  Should  an  aft  <>f  Pariiaaoeat 
paCs  for  kf*  what  ftiall  be  tfaeiitle^  what  the  preambk:  ?.  In  what- 
ibevcr  tarns  it  may  be  conceived,  iritt  it  not  exprdato  this  .tffo& 
'**^*^  May  it  pleafe  jonr  Majefty^  you  and  your  predeoeflbt^.  havt 
4b80B  gracionflv-  pleafed  to  Confer  certain  dignities  upon  your  Iri& 
fubjo^S^«-thtfe  dignities  they  are  tirdd  of»^they  dcfpffe  ymirhf 
.'voitrsy  and  .difclaim  your  honours^,  and  now  hnnhly  beg  yonr 
-veyal  coffCurrencc  ittth  this  IxU^  ensdiling  them  -to  caii  back  the 
hooourB  you  have  conferred  upon  them*"  Wh«t~a  monAroos  idea  i 
what  an  unqualified^  aad  unexampled  affrotit  upon  the  whole  Iriih 
Peerage  1 

On.  the  reprefentation  of  tiM  peopfe»  &e  NoUe  Lord  (ay^  that 
there  (hall  be  ftxty-four  Members  for  comitic8»  two  for  Cork,  avro 
for  Dublin,  aad  ope  for  the  Univerfity^i^ao  attention  is  fiiade  in 
the  conftitutton  of  boroughs,  though  the  Gonftttntion  of  the  Par* 
liament  and  the  country  ii  -ovct-^hrown*^thirty-onc  Mcrtbets  for 
clofe  boroughs  will  contfand ;  as  at  prefeot.  We  fliall  lob  our 
Pariiaroent,  but  we  fhall  prefer?e  tts-defefb.  Tfaia  the  Nobte 
Lord  calls  a  popular  reprefentatbn*  He  does  ndt  think  it  pr«di»t 
totruft  Ireland  with  a  rcpttfentition  fo  ctmftitiHcd,  hdt  hcTcMa 
it  to  make  what  sfie^  it  cad  upon?  558  Eh^iih  Mentbers'^ttt 
why  doeahe  do  fo  ?  becanfe  tbc.NoUe  Ldrd  kaowS  they  can  hiffc 
tto  efiedt.^— Here  thea  it  theThiftory  of  yo|tr  in&ettdcd.reprefeotte- 
■tiOn.-«^Let  the  People  of  inebod  hear  ^ibc  Nohk  Lord'«  ary**' 
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mcnts — ^let  them  eftimatc  their  confequence  inl|he'  Imprrial  Parlia- 
ment—his  Lordfhip  elli mates  it  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  oceaD  ;. 
as  fucb«  loft  andmergedy  is  to  be  ihe  reprefentation  of  Ireland 
after  the  Union.  But  what  does  the  Noble  Lord  do  with  the 
remaining  (>art  of 'the  Reprefentatives  of  Ireland  ?  Does  he  ek- 
4)unge  as  ufclefs  the  other  feventy-five  clofe  boroughs  ?— No~hc 
purchafes^  thein — ^he  buys  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  with 
.1 9500,000  L  of  the  public  money,  to  form  a  reprefentation  inef* 
ftdiual  to  the  public  fecurity  and  welfare.  He  afferts  the  corape^ 
tence  of  Parliament  to  difpofe  of  the  queftion  of  Urvion^  and  yet 
he  (hews  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Reprefentation  can  be  pur- 
chafed-'— that  th(^y  are  mere  marketable  commodity,  and  after  be<? 
ing  bought  and  fold  like  beafts  of  buKthen,  they  are  to  difpofe  of 
the  liberties  of  their  countiyi  What  a  cofxiprclienfive  fyftem  of 
x6rruptiof)  !-7>The  Peers  are  ^o  be  .purchafed  with  a  .life  privilege; 
— ;the  Bifhops  are  10  be  rotated^  that  the  Mini tUr  .m^  have  all 
the  influence  of  ihe  church— «nd  the  Commons  are  declared  to  be 
two-thirds  a  ooere  purchafeable  commodity  !  Js  ihia  then  an  unin- 
^uenced  Afiemblyi  Is  this  ^competcnt.to*  vote  away  the  rights 
a^d  liberties  of  the  peof^e?  All  the  arguments  urged  froip  thip 
.fide  of  the  Houfe  on  the  iacompetency  of  Parliament,  niuftiipk 
before  this  greater  argumpat  of  the  Noble  Lord,  whi  Ji  ptaces  its 
incompetency  in  an  linanfwerable  ,point  of  view..  Why,  Sir,  I 
jwill  fay  that  it  would  be  better  for  .the  ^oble  X^orjt  and.g4^  in<- 
.finitely  more  validity  to  the  afl;,  to  carry  the  J[Jr^oo  by  a  «maJQr 
riiy  oi  one$  than  to  cxpofe  to  the  world;  f^ich  ^a.xoirujDtlon  and 
profligacy  rof  means  as  we  have  juft  now  heard  unbloflungly.  avow<- 
cd.  Will  the  people  of  Great  Britain  fay  that  fvich  an  aft  of  (iicli 
,an  Afl^snihly  can  or  ought  to  be  obligatory-op  xbe  ^^cople  .of  Ire- 
land— and  (hoqld  public  difcontents  arife  tp  cpnfeqnence,  will  tKe 
people  0/  England  evi^r  cpnfetH,.  in  fuch  a  caufe,  to  be  m^e'the 
inftrupientsof  forcf  ?  No!  it  is  ^oe  po^pibl^— *t4iey  are  (00  gene- 
rous a  people,  and  loxe  liberty  too  wqU  .hi  .their  own  perfons  to 
violate  it  in  others. — The  zfy  the  Noble  J^ord  propofes  condemn* 
.itfelf-r-nor  could  the  Moble  Lord  ha^e  poffibly  forefeen  the  ter* 
rible  efltds  tof  this  part  vof  bis .  fyftep[i--- it  could  not  have  beeid 
.meditated-^f&cuUiet  arofcj  hejippe^y  .to  fmgoth  them,^  and  in- 
i^dvjcrtentlj  propofes  th^t  which  would  be  the  parent  0/  dlfHcultiea 
<the  moft  fatal  and  dreadful  to  tJbe  Empire. 

Here,  sthen^  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  effeds  of  the  Union — -Your 
Peerage  .is  to  be  difgr^ceid— ypur  Commons  pnrchafed — ^^no  addi-, 
tional  advantage  in  comiQerce — ^for  twenty  years  a  little  faving  in 
contribution — >but.  Sir,  if  the  Cabinet  of  England  thinks  that 
.  we  contribute  more  than  we  (hould,  why  not  corred  that  extf?- 
vagance  now  \  If  any  thing  (hould  be  conceded  in  the  way  pf 
trade,  why  is  it  not  conceded  now  P—^Are  any  of  thofe  benefits  in- 
compatible with  our  prefent  ftate  ?     No— but  the  Nob^e  Lor4 
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waptf  to  dMty  fiis  Uniotiy  iitid  no  furottr-^no  benefit^  bowevtf  trf-^ 
iingy  can  be  yielded  to  us,  unlefs  mt  ttt  wilKng  to  pnrcharfi^  it 
with  the  exillence  of  Parliiimcot  and  the  liberties  of  the  couft* 
try.  -    ' 

There  it  one  print  more,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  f  canixit  paf»  by, 
iind  if  Swift  were  alive,  itV^^nld  afford  to  his  pen  a  iTobje^  more 
tidiculotti  than  evef  exerciftd  his  fatirical  genius.     Shooid  a  coHi* 
tefted  eleAion  take  place  herb,  and  a  petition  be  {^referred  toth^ 
Imperial  Parliament,  will  the  withefe  go  to  Wcftminfter  f     No  1 
tt  Weftminfter  to  come  to  him  I'  No  !  but  that  fboliSi  and  def** 
j[>ifed  proportion  of  the' Weftminjer  Parliament  Which  We  Ihall 
fend  to  fook  at  Britifh  Legiflatibn. — Thofebnn^rcd  Irifh  Knights, 
who  will  be  a  kind  of  privileged,  auditors,  they  will  be  fnnerej 
to  ballot  for  twdve  men  from  among  theinfclm  to  try  the  ihcrit$ 
of  the  difputc^d  cleAion ;  Is  this  j^e,  ia  it  infult,  or  is  it  coinmon 
lionfenfe  for  Want  of  fomething  clfe  to  (ay  i    Let  ns  foppofe  fomt 
"grcat'queftion  to  come  on,  ahS  let  us  fuppofe  (ix  or  eight  contro- 
verted ele^iOn*;    the  whole  repr^fehtnittba  of  Iceland    would  bit 
traafported  bii'ck  a^in  to  this  country/   Daring  the  trials  by 
%hich  they  arc  occopiedt  fujppofe  a  qucftion  of  Imperial  contri- 
bution t\^  arife  ih  the  Parliament  at  'Weftminfter,  it  may  chance 
that  one  EngUfh  MemW,  confnltitig  decency  and  jvftice,  would 
'tife  :ftnd  fay,  that  th^  fenfe  of  the  Irifli  Heprcfentattves  ought  to 
be  rttj^circd  on  the  fubJeS.    What  'will  be  the  anfwer ;    ««  Oh ! 
'no!  it  cinndt  b*— they  are  MI  in  Ireland,  trying  who  among 
them' have  ii  right  to  fit  here — and  when  they  hive  determined  that 
point,  >^e  will  tell  them'\ehat  we  li^ve  done,  and  no  doubt  agree 
to  the  ineafure,'fori  you  know,  i£  they  were  etfn  prefcnt,  they 
rould  Rbt*4prevent  it."    On  this  head,  Kr,  the  Noble  Lord  has 
%pproi^d  fiimlUf  indeed  an  Mfli  l^Oatot  aaJar  as  an  Itilh  blnnl 
det-  eftablilhes  the  h&  ;  but  to>^er,  this,  like  Other  U\(h  blun- 
An>  maf  be  ftibjeA  of  Ehglifli   gr^tnlation  and  pKrafure,  for 
thould  any  one  of  our  Irifh  Heprefentatives  in  the  United  Parha- 
ment  prbte"ttoublef6me  to  the  Minffter— perhaps  fome  meddlittg»' 
hot-headed,  and  obflinat'e  man  like  fpyfetf,  thett  neecl  no  more  to 
get  rid  of  faiih,  than  to  hive  htm  ipetitioned  aigutnft.  .  I  do  de- 
chre,  Mr.  Speaker,''  there  ts  fomething  fo  latighi^ly  abfurd  in  this 
part  of  the  Noble  Lotd'a  plan,  that  it  ftetfts  more  adapted  to 
childifh  fport^  than  for  adult  and  rational  difcuffiott. 

I  have  now,;  Sir,  gone  through  the  whole  of  tbe'NoMe  Lord's 
fyftem  of  Union,  as  well  t%  I  was  able,  and  the  gentlemen  of  Ire- 
land h^vc  now  dearly  before  their  eyes  the  advantages  ofthia  mea- 
fare.  They  have  heard  the  Minifter  Erft  dtdare  the  mockery  of 
Irifli  rcpfcfcntatibn,  and  then  defirc  it,  in  one  ad,  to  tninsler  its 
own  powers, 'aVid  to  d^ftrby  the  liberties  oJF. the  People!  Sir,  I 
leonfefs  Ihadnir'along  the  ftrongeft  ^objeftion  to  entertain  this 
tq[ucllion,  and  Sill  more  to  difcufi  the  terms  of  Union,  bttt  that 
'        '    ' .  V. .     .     ,  objcfikion 
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Okjt^oo  U  flow  «o  0om  hfi  ^ir»  IwiU  not  think  (b  poorj^r  pf 
tbt  iiiUltjSift  4ad  bonQitraWQ  fr<lidg  of  thif  Houfe*  m  tQ  (uppofe  it 
earn  ever  apoept  fhc^fe  Urmt,  I  oasnot  bring  my&if  to  believe 
that  any  nuui  ii  fepfa  ti^  Ircbni^  could  N  iKiliic«d  for  fuch  wretched 
^  feMacidtti  «oii^4(ar9tIoB9  to  vriinfitilh*  ai^  foy  ev«r»  the  Ubftt<^ 
tictof  hiscQuntijr* 

Sir  John  Park  ell  faid,  that  after  the  very  able  fpeccfa  of  the 
tion.  Oentleman,  -it  would  not  be  neceflary  for  him  to  trefpa^ 
long  upon  the  patience  of  the  Houfe.  It  had  (>een  pooteno^^ 
that  Ireland  inuft  gain  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view^  bccaufe  her 
e&pences  would  only  be  in  the  proportion  to  thofe  of  England, 
.88  f  to  7  ;  but  this  was  a  very  fallacious  mode  of  reafoning  ;  for, 
39  the  expencesof  England  encre^fed,  thofe  of  Ireland  mtift  tn^ 
creafe  alfo  ;  ^nd  at  the  expiration  of  20  years,  Irefand  would  he 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  United  Parliameot,  to  be  taxed  to 
whatever  extent  they  thought  fit;  but,V  even  if  this  proJc6l'wa$ 
calculated  to  procure  commercial  advantages  to  Ireland,  yet  wfaen^ 
it  fo  dbviounv  attacked  their  independence,  he  was  fure  they  would 
not  agree  to  it.  He  was  extremely  forry  to  hear  the  Noble  Lord 
talk  of  baying  Boroughs  ;  it  was  the  mod  uncbnftitutional  proje^, 
and  the  moft  calculated  to  degrade  Parliament,  that  the  ingenuity 
of  man  could  devife.  Before  the  terms  of  this  Union  were  ftated^ 
Gentlemen  might  entertain  feme  doubt,  but  it  appeared  to  htm/ 
almoft  impofflfie  for  any  man  now  to  hefitate  to  give  them  hn 
moft  decided  oppofition.  ^  It  had  been  faid  that  a  Union  would 
tend  to  ameliorate  the  fituation  of  the  Catholics ;  but  he  could  MUt 
fee  that  it  would  have  aoy  fuch  efted^T;  he  did  not  think  that  tt 
would  be  of  any  advantage  either  to  one  Religion  or  to  the  other. 
The  Noble  Lord  had  aflerted,  that  the  fentiments  of  the  pttbllc 
upon  this  fubie^  had  changed,  and  that  they  now  wiihed  for  an 
Incorporate  fjnion  with  Great  Britain^:  he  totally  differed  with 
the  Noble  Lord  ;  he  believed  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  decidedly  avert'  to  a  Union-i-if  he  thought  other-: 
wifC;^  h^fhould  nottoppoJGs  it.  But  if  the  Noble  Lord  wiihed  to 
try  the  public  opinion  upon  the  Queflion,  let  him  appoint  a  Se- 
led  Committee  to  enquire  into  tKe  bufinefs  $  let  Parliament  be 
diiTolved^  and  then  the  People  would  fpeak  their  fentiments  by 
the  Reprefentatiyes  they  svould  choofe.  If  Government  did  not 
adopt  tbjs  plan,  he  (hould  certainly  move  for  an  Addrefs  to  bis 
Majefiy,  praying  him  to  diflblve  Parliament,  and  theii  it  would  be 
fecn  whether  the  maj^otity  of  the  EUAors  of  Ireland  were  inclined 
to  a  Union  or  not.    " 

Ma.»  DoBB8,MC»Sir,  I  tifeto  n^ke  my  folemn  proteft  9g^nfl:  e|i- 
tertainiag«veB  for  a  moment,  thia  mefiage  from  the  British  miaiftcr, 
deliwetrd  aider  the  ^furped  name  of  Maje&y^  I  lay  the  ufu^rped  owe 
Jd§  Majefty,  for  it   would  not  be  decent  in  mc  to  fuppofe,  that 

*        .  that 
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thafc  identical  monarchy  who  guaranteed  the  Conftitution  pi  i  J^tf 
fhould  in  the  yesir  1800  defire  this  Houft  to  annihilate  urelf»  and 
aV  the  farne  tin[>e  furrender  the  indeipendence  of  Ireland. 

Sir,  on  the  iirft  day  of  the  feffions  the  hoble  Lord  declared  that 
many  Gientlemcn  who^were  fnend»to  the  Union  had  vacated  their 
feats,  by  accepting  places  of  profit  under  the  crown ;  and  the  chief 
reafon  afligned  for  the  adjournment  to  Monday  laft,  was  that  they 
might  be  re-eleded«  From  the  numbers  who  have  within  thefe 
three  days  taken  their  feats,  I  do  fuppofe  the  noble  Lord  is  now 
attended  by  all  If  is  forces;  and  that  is  the  very  period)  at  which  I 
wi(h  to  deliver  my  fentiments  on  this  momentous  fubje6L  He  re* 
lies  on  his  numbers,  nd  matter  how  obtained,  but  L  trufl^  in  the 
truth  and  uifticc  of  my  caufe.  I  cannot  enter  into  the  fecret 
thoughts  of  the  ooble  Lord,  and  therefore,  I  will  not  fay  whether 
he- be  a6b'ng,  on  mi£kaken,  or  corrupt  motives.  I  hope  for  his 
pwn  fake  that  he  is  only  miftaken,  and  if  fo.  I  do  not  defpair  be- 
fore L  (it  dowjiv  of  ffafhing  convid^ion  on  his  mind,  and  of 
.planttiig\cQ(kt%iiion  and  repentance inhis  hearts 

Sir,  amidd  all^  the  fallacy  and  miftatement  of  the  Britilh  mi- 
niiler,  in  that  (peech  which  has  beei^  fo  induftrioufly  circulated 
here,  there  is  noc  any  thing  more  iniulting  to  my  underftandtng^ 
than  the  afiortjon^  that  the  adjuftment  in.  17S2  was  not  final  and 
coocluilve,.  at*  to  Conftitution.     When  you^  Sir,  had  an  oppon> 
'  tunity  laft,  feflions,  of  giving  your  opinion,  you  read  from  the 
Journals*  the  Duke  of;  Portland's  roeffage  froni  his  Majefty,  re- 
quiring this  houiJE  to  take  into  couiideration,  what  would  make 
fuch  a  final  adjuftraent  as  would  'give  mutual  fatisfa^Uon  to  hia^ 
kingdoms  of  Great  Bj4taih  and.  Irellind.      You.  read  from  the 
Journals,  the  anfwer'of  Parliament,  ftating  to  the  King,,  that 
there   was  no  body  of  men  cotnpetent  to  make  laws  to  bind 
Ireland,  eiccept  the   King,  Lords  and  Commons  thereof;  and  at 
'  'he  fame  time  demanding  the  repeal.of  the  Bnti(h  A^  of  the  6th< 
Crto*  I.  as  a  relinquiihment   for    eyer,  of  any   claim  in  a   Bri- 
tilh  Parliament.      And  you  (lated. truly,,  that    the    iimple  re- 
peal of  that  law  not  being  deemed  fiiffi£rent>.  by  ^numbers  in  thia 
«out)try9  the  BritiOi  Parliament  made  a  law,  fbl^mnly  renouncing, 
fi^r  ever  any  right  to  ))ind  Ireland*     AE  thfs  ia  proved  by  the 
records  of  the  two  Parliaments,    and  jet  the  Britifh   Minifter* 
dares  to  fay,  that  a  final    adjuftment   as-  toj  Conilitution,    did 
.  Hoi  take  places  between  the   two  countries..    IT-  thefe    foleran 
a£b  reqpired  corroboration  or  explanation,  what  \loe8  the  aUe 
and   eloquant  champion   of  1782,    who  took,  hts   feat  in  this 
Houfe  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  debate,  tell  you  ?  He  tells  you^. 
that  in  the  iniercourfe  with  the  Irifh  adminiftrodeoof  thatday^ 
the  objeA  of  Ireland  waa  finally  fettling  her  conftltution«     Thc^ 
ohjeA  of  England,  was  to  prevent  her  going  further*.    This  Sir, 

.  I  alfa» 
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1  alfo  know  to  be  the  fa6l,  for  though  Qot  then  in  Parh'ament«  I 
took  an  active  part  without  t^efe  walls,  in  that  tranfadiion.  And 
as  no  one  has  touched  on  a  few  things  that  are  withii}  my  ktiow^ 
kdgey  I  (hall  ftate  *  them  to  the  Houfe.  The  Volunteers  of 
Irekiod  having  gained  fufficieot  fl;rength  topreferve  tranquillity  lat 
hdiney' and'to  defy^all  hoftile  inviafion,  turocd  their  thoughts  to 
the  degraded  ftate  of  their>country.  The  Hon.  Member,  whom  I 
have  already  .alluded  to,  had  in  v^n  poiated  out  that  ilate,  in 
Parliament.  Some  other  able  men  both  within  and  without  thefe 
wsdls,  bad  done  the  fame ;  and  at^  length  our  fituation  was  fully 
undeFftood,  noionly  by  the  Volunteers,  but  byalmoft  every  man 
in  the  kingdom.  At  the.  different  Volunteer  reviews,  refolutions. 
were  entered  into,  dedaring  our  right  to  a  free  conftitution* 
Other  bodies  of.  men,  not  in  arms,  didtheiaiiie* 

But  the  FaEliameDty  muks  the  influence  of  the.  Britijlh  Cabinet, 
perlifted  in  reje&ing  ^verj  motion  that -was  ms|de  in  favour  of 
Irifh  Emancipation.   Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  politics  of  Ireland, 
when  the  Armagh.  Southern  Battalion  called  the  ift  meeting  at 
DuDgannon :  and  1  cannot  better  point  oiit  the  thfn  temper  of 
the  nation,  than  by  reading  tp  you  their  refolutions..  *'  iFirft  Ulftes 
Regiment  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Cbarlemont.     At  a  full 
meeting, .  held  at -Armagh,,  oh  Friday  the  aSth  D.eaember,  178I9 
'of  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the  Southern  Battalion  of  faid  Re« 
giraent,  conftfting  of  eleven  companies^  purfuant.  to  adjoummeAt^ 
Francis  Evans,  £fq»  in  th^  chair.  » The  following  refolutions  were 
unanimoufiy  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  all  the  news 
papers  publifhed  wi|hin  the  proviuce  of  Ulfter,  aitdln  th^  Volun- 
teer Journal  of  the  City  of  Dublin.   .Refolded,  that  with  the 
utmoft  concern,  w^  behold  the  little  attention  paid  to  the  conftita> 
tional  rights  of  this  kingdom,  by  the  majority  of  thofc,  whofe  , 
dfity  it  is  to  eftabli(band  preferve  the  fame,     Refblved,  that  to 
avert   the   impending  danger  from  the  nation,    and    to .  reftorc 
the  cbnftittttion  to  its  original  pi^rity,  the  moft  vigorous  and  effec- 
tual methods  muft  be  pHrfued,  to  root,  corruption  and  court  in- 
'fluence,  from  the  kgiHative  body«     ReColved*  that  to  open  a  path  - 
towards  the  -attaining  of  this  durable  point,  it  is  abfolutely  re- 
•quiilte,  that  a  meeting  be  held' in  the  moft  central  town  of  tlie   . 
Province  of  Ulfter,  which  we  conceive  to  be  Dungannon,  to  which   . 
'  faid  meeting  every  volunteer  affociation  of  (aid  Province  is  moft 
eameftly  reqnefted  to  fend' delegates,  then,  and  there  to  deliberate 
on  the  prefent  alarming  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  to  deter- 
mine on,  and  publish  to  their  conntry,  what  may  be  the  refult  of 
;  (aid  meeting.     Refolved,  that  as  many  real  and  lafting  advantages 
may  arife  to  this  kindom,  from  faid  intended  meeting,  being  held 
•  before  the  prefent  feffipn  of^Parliament  ^s  much  farther  advanced, 
i  Friday  the  15th  day  of  February  next,  at  i.oo'Clock  in  the  fore- 

nojQiBfc  ' 
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n0oop  ••  btfcby  appokitci.  fiir  find  me«tnig»  at  Dunipftjioo  »t 


IMr,  I  mfiil  h«re  «a]t  to  your  retollbiEkiony  aad  to  the  rteoUf  o* 
tkm  of  jMity  m«inbers  of  thk  Heufe^  wiuit  wv  thf»  the  rebtint 
iktiwtMO  of  EAgiaad  and  Itdbiid.  All  the  dbrtt  of  the  fiift  to 
Mflave*  Amttioi  had  provtd  mdbdml.  There  the  elbru  oS  the 
Noble  Mar ^uity  who  oow  governs  io  thxa  Coaotry»  £iiied,  et  thef 
vriA  do  here*  A  French  and  8ptufli  floet  had  then  doBe^  whit 
they  had  never  dooe  hefore ;  they  had  rode  trtiunphftnt  io  the 
Britifh  CbaaiMl :.  and  £ng.hiid»  ekhaufted  m  mea  and  moaey^  had 
not  more  than  three  thoubad  men  in  Irelandt  oooiniMided  by 
«ieo,  who  bove  the  King's  eomrniiSon,  But  what  waa  then  the 
fvemd  date  of  keknd  ^  A  body  of  foty  thoufand  men  and  op* 
war<!8,  felf  raifed,  iclf  difcipliiiedy  felf  cfeathed^  Mf  paid»  aad 
forche  ipoft  part  felf  araaed,  A  body  of  men  aa  remarkable  for 
f  heir  good  «oi)doA»  m  their  fpkk.  A  hody  ei  men  who  poltffed 
all  the  nfedione  of  the  pco^e.  A  bady  of  men,  who  mud  at 
that  day»  harecanried  whatever  they  demanded.  A  body  of  aKn» 
who  i§  tik7  had  willed  to  feparate  nom  Geeat  Brttainy  cooidtert 
cife^d  iu  A  body  of  men«  who  if  they  had  wittcd  the  dow»» 
^1  of  monardiy,  eookl  have  eftabhifaed  a  republic.  The  BridJh 
mmiftry  knew  it,  and  tfcmbied.<  Tho  IriAi  adminiftratioa  knew 
itf  and  trembled*  Bat  iartuoately  lor  £Bgland^--*fi^iMiateiiy  fnr 
2i%laMl*--^here^va»  then  a.maa,  who  kalatl  no  more,  whopof^ 
fefled*  the  moft  unbonnded  influence^  over  the  glofiptta  aroay  cf 
freettien.  Fotlimateiy  there  was  then  a  man  whofe  ealtivated  mindk 
"whofe  engaging  mamiera,  and  whofe  enlaived  heart,  attached  to 
tikn,  aU  who  knew  him.  J^oitaaatdy  there  wan., then  a  mmi^ 
ivhoie  wh<4e  polftieal  life,  had  been  goeerned  by  one  ibndy  pnoh 
cipk  of  a  pore  and  difiacciefted  pa£riotf£m.  *  Foitunately  these  wan 
then  n  man,  whofe  private  and  who£r  pnUic  vtrtnes*  and  wh^ 
talents,  had  raifed  him  to  be  in  fa^  the  gene«ali|&mo  of^thc  iS- 
ttmceers  of  Irdaad.  Need  I  add  that  foftnnateiy  for  £i^^andy 
foruinateiy  for  Ireland^  there  was  a  Chaikmont* 

I'he  calling  of  tl^  iirft  Dungaanon  meeting  was  toufly  u^hnmna 
tolhe  ^Id  officers  of  the  Soat|iern  battidion  and  to  LordChaiie- 
mont.  When  he  read  their  rcTdtitions  be  iaw  and  felt  iv  a  m^ 
mettt  tlie  critical  (ttiiation  of  his  couotry..  To  dire£l  the  vohin- 
teers  fo  as  to  rcgam  the  Conftitutioa  ai  Ireland-*^  aa  to  peficme 
the  coBnexioo  with  £ngiaad — and  fi»  as  to  prevent  anapdky  and 
<^fafien,  iilled  all  Im<i  enind.  Thus  fituated,  he  calied  to  hia 
eotmcils  the  Hon.  Member  whc^ln  i  have  before  l^iled  the  champion 
of  the  Conftitution  of  178a,  and  he  oailed  to  hia  oonnciis  that 
great  and  able  Senator,  the  late  Mr.  Flood. .  It  wnsin  X«oni  Char- 
iemont'a  honfe,  that  all  the  rafoluttoila  carried  at  the  fir  ft  Dgangnn- 
oon  meeting  which  related  to  th«  Conftitntipo  wcreialtle^;  this 
I  do  know,  for  I  was « prefect  at  their  deliberations,  fo  was  an 

honourable 
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/' 
fcoMunUt  mmber I  fee  in  hit  plMre.  I  nMprefinft,  became  m  Major 

of  the  Annigli  foutheTti  battaikm,  I  vn»  to  movethoTc  rrfolatioii^ 

at  Dungnmon.    That  which  opeiiljr  aflcrtcd  the  iadcpeftctence  df 

Ireknd,  *ni  which  wai  afterwaros  carried  there,  I  Aiall  now  read  to 

Mu  •^^f  K.tfolved  ttaanimoaflyv  that  a  piaim  of  any  bodf  of  men, 

V  other  than  the  iCiag,^  I>»rda,  a^d  Commoosof  Ireland,  to  make 

f*  lawa  to  bind  this  ktagdom,  4s  uneoalbittittoiiaU  ill^|;al,  and  a  griet- 

^*  aaqe/'    8>ir,  the  aiklneft  from  thedelegatea  of  the  volunteers  of 

UUbr  to  the  mtoority  in  Parhmeat  at  that  time,  it  fo  Aott,  fb 

pithy,  and  fo  apj^icahtc  to'thr  preA?iit  day,  that  (  ihatl  alfo  re^d 

it  p^*  To  the  Right  Hon.  and  Hon.  the  minority  in  both  Houfes 

f^  of  Pariiattitfit«    My  Lo^dt^ind  Get)tkmen,aWe  thank  yoa  fdt 

^  your  nohte  and  fpinted,  though  hitherto  Intfiedaal  effortt,  iVi 

^  defeaoe  of  the  great  oooftttutional  and  conaaeVcial  iight«*6l 

*^  IftMir  Co«iitry-'>-go  on^^^^he  ainoft  atUMtaaoat  voice  of  the  pe^ 

f  pie  it  wkh  yoo,  and  in  a  frtccoQiitry,  the  voi^  of  the  peojule 

f*  eiulb  pnevail.    We  know  our  duty  to  our  fovercign,  and  vtt 

f^  k»yal--^ivt  ktiow  oar  duty  to  cadeltet,  aad  are  retohred  to  be 

<*  me--«*4v)efeekfor  eorrighta,  ktid  no  mote  thaaoor  righta,  attd 

^'  m  fo  juft  a  purfuit,  we  (hould  doubt  the  being  of  a  Providence, 

H  if  w^  doQbted  of  facccft.^'    Sir,*  to  thfc  «ld  aneafibeia  4if  thtt 

Hottfe  I  need  not  fay  that  the  l>uaganaon  iwfekitioiie  wcy«  re« 

echoed  throagh  the  kingdom,  bat  kt  me  inform  the  youagtr 

«iembmf  that  aU  the  vcHonteer^  aod  evay  dcfcnptioa  of '  men, 

adofft^  thctti^i^'-one  foal  aaimated  sd),  and  wkh  a  "voice  not  to  he 

re(M)ed,  they  ealied  for  the  lAdepeadeaee  of  Ireland  %  it  hafteoed 

Hie  Mof  Lord  North,  aad  4tt>¥e  htm  from  his  ^ce.'   The  Mar* 

ifivi  of  Roekiagham  facceeded  him  as  prime  miaifter  of  Eagkad, 

aad  Lord  Carlifle  was  tecaUed  from  the  ^oremment  of  Irdaad, 

and  the  Dake  of  PoftUad,  who  I  traft  wiu  aever  a|^a  be  lent  ui 

Ireland,  was  appointed  in  his  Head.     Now  will  aay  man  be  hardy 

enoagh-to  lay,  that  the  demand  of  the  IrtlOi  peo|rfe  wa«  act  final 

adjaftmcot  at  to  the  Cooftitutton  f  Will  any  man  be  hardy  enough 

to  fay,  their  demandt  were  not  aoccdad  to,  aad  fully  anderitood 

.hy  the  Eagiilh  Adminiftration  \  But  a  word  or  two  aootc  on  that 

fabj^* — ^After  the  addreHet  of  Parliament  ia  anfa^er  to  hit  Ma- 

jefty's  meffaga,  and  before  any  thing  further  was  done,  it  was 

thooght  right  to  call  the  dek^atea  of  the  Ulto-  volantecrt  again 

together,  in  order  to  by  before  them  the  then  ftate  of  pabHc 

afiairf/    At  the  Mi  Duagannon  meeting  only  143  corps  were  re- 

prefeatcd,  bat  at  this  fecoad  meeting  there  were  deputies  from 

^d6,  feprercntiag*upwards  df  2B,ooo  men,     I  had  the  honor  of 

moviag  oa  the  oecafioa,  an  addreit  to  hi»  Majelly  which  wa«  uaa- 

nimoafly  carried,  and  I  with  foar  other  offieen  were  dire^d  to 

|yre(ent  it  to  the  King.     This  addreft  I  %^ill  read  to:yoa,  fo  far  asjt 

Telatettolhe  Coaftitutioa,  hccaufe  it  {hows  you  hoa'all  the  iwiuii- 

teera 
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ttcn  ofUlfter  .underftooid  the  tranfaAion^  and  becaufe  from  ihfe 
■manner  we  were^received  at  St.  James's  it  proves^  how  well  pleafed 
(the  £ngli(h  Adminiftration  wasy  to  (lop  ^he  progrefs  of  Iriih 
•demandiy  by  giying  her^what  flie  had  a  right  to,  her  free  Cob- 
ftitution.-^'^  Moft  gracioui  Sovereign »  with  the  moll  unfeigned 
'^'  attachment  to  your  Majefly's  perlon  and  ,family>  we  approach 
*^  your  throne.  You  are  our  true  and  lawful  Sovereign,  and  we 
**  truilf  that  every  adl  of  ours  will  ^vincci  that  we  are  your  faith* 
<*  Jul  and  loyal  iubjcdks.  The  addrelTes  of  the  Irifh  Parliament 
**  having^ltfclaimed  any  power  or  aiitbprity  of  any  fort  whatfoever,- 
**  in  the  Parliameiit  of  Great  Britain  ower  ihis  realm,  we  fhall  cpn- 
**  fider  an  unqualified  and  uncondUtonal;repeidof  the  ftatute  of  tife 
^*  6th  of  George  I.  by  the  Britiih  Parliament,  made,  in  (purfii- 
'^'  an^e  of  the  faid  addrofles,  a  compleat  renunciatioii  of  a  prinet- 
^*  pie  hoftile  to  th,e  rights  of  Ireland,  and  of  all  the  claims  contain- 
*'  ed  in  the  iaid  ftatute, .  and  as  fuch  we  will  accept  4knd  .deem  it 
**  fatisfad^ory.  Thus  united  by  the  facred^bond  of  freedom^wre  re* 
^*  qncft  our  gracious  Sovereign  to  a(Iure,ourfifterJLingdom.that.we 
^*  will  be  fharers  in  her  fate,  >ftanding'or  fallioig  with  the  Britifii 
•**  Empixe."  ' 

Sir,  we  who  earned  this  addrefs  to  England,  were  tceated  as  fuch 
fncifengers  deferved,  with  the. mod  marked  and  peeuliar  attenti- 
•gn.  Befides  what  is  qommonly  called  being  moft  gracioufly  receir- 
€d,  we  were  pr«fented  in  our  volunteer  uniforms,  and  though  we 
had  no  commiiiioas  from  the  King,  we  were  gazetted  with  our 
volunteer,  rank*  As  the  ambafladors  of  peace  we  were  fplendidly 
entertained  by  the  Marquis  of  Landfdowne,  then  JLord  Shelburne, 
ai(id  who  had  fucceeded  on  the  death,  of  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham to  be  prime  Minifies  We  were  alfo  entertained  in  our  capa- 
o'ty  as  military  men,  by  General  Conway,  the  then  commander  in 
chief.  And  as  private  gentlemen,  we  were  offered  the  rank  pf 
Iriih  Baronets,,  which  we  chofe  to  decline.  It  is  monftrous  to 
think,  that  whilft  every  a6l  of  both  Parliaments — whilft  evecy 
ad  between  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland,  and  the  Englifli  and  Iri/h 
adminiftrations  was  holding  out  final  fettlement  as  to  Conftitution, 
a  fecret  plot  was  formed  to  de'^ftroy  it.  It  is  monftrous .  to  thii^ 
4hat  fuchaman  as  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  whom  Ireland:  relied, 
was  meditating  her  dcftru6lion.  And  yet  this  Uack  perfidy  ap- 
pears from  a  forrefpondence,  publifhed  and  avowed  by  the  pre-^ 
fent  adminiftration,  of  whiclvthat  very  Duke  of. Portland^  is. a 
member*  Sir,  the  tranfa^lions  of  thofe  days,  fpeak  with  a  thou- 
(and  tongues,  againft  onr  intrufting  Irifh  happinefs, .  to  a  Britifli 
Miniftry,  or  a  Britiih  Parliament.  The  tranfadlions  of  thofe 
days,  as  well  as  the  tranfadions  of  the  prefent,  warn  us  in  a 
voice  of  thunder,  not  to  give  up  ouj:  own  Legiflature.  If  the. 
Briufh  Miniiier,  inftead  of  oifering  what  the  Kqble  Lord .  h^s 
ftate4,    had  offered  to  py  our  national  debt — had^  offered  to 
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itake  off  all  oar  yuLcs,  and  pay  all  Qur  e^abUQiments  out  of  the 
.  Britifh  trcafury,  on  the  tei'rns  of  our  accepting,  a  Legiflatrve 
Union,  1  would  reje£l  it,  becaufe  he  could  give  me  no  fecuritY. 
If  the  Nojple  I^ord  ioftead  of  propofing  to  make  two  sports  in 
Ireland  free  to  receive  certain  fpeciiied  articles,  had  offered  to 
4nake  Ireland  what  her  fituaclon  points  out,  a   free  port  to  the 

*  world,  I  woald  reje^  a  LegiOative  Unigtn,  becapfe  he  ^cbuld  give 
iine  no  fccurity,  for  the  performance  wof  fuch  engagement^.  •  If 
"wc  were  to  pafs  a  Legiflative  Unicni  we  would  be  from  that  mo- 
tnent,  under  the  ablblute  power  of  a  Eritlih  Minitler  and  si  Bri- 

,  ii(h  Parliament.  It  Is  a  mockery  to  fay  that  twenty-eight  lay 
and  four  fpiditual  Peers,  feated  among  two  hundi^ed  nobles  of  ano- 
ther country,  could  giv^  a»y  fecurity  to  the  happindTs  or  -libcrtiea 
'of  Ireland*  It  is  a^  mockery  to  fay^  that  one  hundred  meml^e^^ 
feated  ^mong  five-hundred  aiid  -fifty-eight,  Commoners  of  another 

'  country,  could.giv«  any  fecurity  to  the  happinefsoi*  liberties  of  Ii:e» 
land.  No  Sir^  thefe  Peers  and  thefe  Commoiiers  inllead  of  being 
fecurities  for  either,  would  become,  the  devoted  followers  of  the 
Britifh  Mmitler^  and  in  return  they  would  be  rewarded  with  the 
patronage  of  Ireland.  .They  would  become  at  once  the  bane  of 
their  own  country,  and  the  ready  inftruments  in  the  ,hand8  of  the 

*  Britifh  Miniiler,  to  deftroy  the  little,  he  has  hft,  of  tV  .Britifh 
Conftituiron.  i 

—  T 

Sir,  every  man  who*  reflcSs  For  aTnoipent;>  mull:  fee,   t*hatjf 
this  Legiflative  Union  were   to  pafs   into  ^  law  Ireland  muil'l^e 
^nflaved,  becaufe  (he   mu^  in  future  be  .goye|>:ned  by  a  J-egilJa- 
.  ture,  oyer  which  (he  can  have  no  pbflible  Contrpul.     But  1  will 
'  for  the  fake   of  argument  fuppole,  that  the   tyrant  would  keep 
faith  with  the  fla\^p.     I  will  fuppofe  t;hat  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  were  at  prefenr  for  this  law.  '  I  will  fuppofe  that  as 
loon  as  it  ,paffe»j*thc  fufpcnfiqn  of  the   habeas  Corpus  aft  mgy 
be  take;n  away..    I  will  fuppofe  that  all  our  late  afts,  that  are  con* 
trary  to  liberty^  would.be, repealed.  I  will  fuppofe  that  tiieniili tarry 
r  -eftablilhment  vvould  be   reduced  again  to  1,2,000  men  and  thjit 
Martial  I<taw  wouldte  withdrawn.     I  fay  Sir,  that  even  fuppof- 
ing  all  .thefe  fiftions  to   be  ^realities,  yet  ftiU,  inevitable  ruin  mujQt 
>  tc  the  confcQuenceof  a-Legifl^tivc  Union.     All  the  j^tcers,  who 
"were    m^de    Peers    of   England,      we   muftv   reafouEfbly  believe 
would  r^de    in  England.       The    ^8  Pejcrs  who   were   clefted 
for  life,    we    muft   reafona^ly  Ijelievjp    would  refid^  in  Englan^d. 
'.The     top    fHommoners,     we    muft    rcafonably    believe    would 
refide^   in    England^  and    as  they   are  to  be  the  reprefentative» 
oficounticSj  and  populous  .towns  and 'cities,    they   would    ne- 

*  ceifarily  be  fome  of  the  grpa^eft  landholders  in  Ireland.  Sir, 
if  not  a  ni9n  was  to  remove  on  account  of  this  legiflative  Union, 
but  thofe  who  were  to  fit  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  the  additionfil 
^C^ia  of  money  fiom  this  country  mqft  inevitably  bring  on  poverty 

.•■.,■•     ••  •  -  '■   z-  '■  .  M 
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andtufd.     Btftnt  WouM  noiWt  merely  ihtittt  fehdfe  dttty  bbllgfcd 

thim,  that  wbiiM  fettle  iti  England.     All  tliii  M  fafiifti^d  df  t!ie 

;  Jsthd  <Voohl  accompany  thed).     Ufed  tb  high  and  pbiilhed  fodety^ 

they  would  go  where  a|1one  thfey  cbiild  dftefwtirdi  ^nd  it.  Lbbkfbg 

oiit  for  ihsitches  for  their  fons  arid  their  dstughtcrs/thcy  woulS  fejlye 

iii  land,  where  #hat  th^y  deemed  fiiitahle  onet,e6i)ld  not  be  fnetwitlb. 

Ttey  Would  no  longer  phlce  their  fond  in  kq  Iriih  lJnl«^Hifcy, 

where  they  could  form  no  beneficial  conneiiobs  ;  l^^t  Engli/h  edti- 

'  iati6n  \^ould  be  tefortcd  to.     What  theft/ ifiUft  be  the  icfeVitaWc 

"  fconfcquence,  of  thii  Vrfft  (jtnigraViqr^t.   of  the  great  landholders  bf 

Irelaxid?  How  w6uld  otrr  infant  manufa^^tjresilotirifh,  Virheti  thdfe 

who  have  been  hithertb  the  gi^e^t  (Confunie^s  of  them  afc  fptrtcliftg 

•  their  fortunes  in  another  country  ?   Jfovf  Vmiild  the  Wofkiftg  ittkn 
'  i>f  every  dcfcrijitlon  fhid  eftiploytnent,    ih\k€n   all  who  werft  bfc^ 

able  to  employ  them  were  removed  from  thfs  lartd  \  Wh*at  Wblfld 
'  become  of  all  thoTe,  wh6  llave  ^een  in  the  fiabtt  of  i64kiifig  ir- 
iiclesbf  drefu  andl'ixilry,  of  \h  tWy  Way  etnplbytd  in  aftii  nbt  ab-^ 
Idlutely  neccffafyj  In  ftibrt  every  t^i'ftg"  that  brbaiilentift  ft  ^btilli- 
ti7,  and  gives  ehefgy  to  talentt^  and  indi!ritryy  Would  be  dtttrbyed 
^but  bcfides  the  inevitable  evils  thit  arife,  frbfli  th^  grtiait  In- 
coihes  of  the  country  being  fpj^nt  but  bf  it,  all  tbe  gfreat  pilbn. 
^  that  fupport  i  free  govefnteedt,  wbuld  bfetJtteh  Uwaf,  C'eritfe-'- 
ix^n  of  large  income  refident  on  their  eftatesy  by  theft*  hbf^itlAt- 
ty  att^eh  tb  them  tfic  neigh^burirt^  gintlemcii  pf  flriiall  "fdrtiincs  ; 
arid  thus  in  fa£t  f>:cilre  thcif*  Aipt>6hl;d  the  ftite.  fey  t>y&  gmi 
landed  lord's  litvd  gentry  reffdirtg  on  !h*ir  eftktiM,  they  alfb  fct 
^  exampleii  of  improvement  to  their  ten^Ats,  aiid  by  bccatibhd  kihd 
offices,  fccure  their  Affieiaiorts.  It  was  ifhiefly  oViFing  tb  tticte  dr- 
curtftincesj  that  fuch  a  body  bf  loyal  Vebmiflry  wis  lately  fbtift^- 
cd»  and  who  ;in  fa6l:  put  dowri  fhfe  late  rcfeeffioli.  •  But  what  wbutd 
become  of  ttiili  country  in  any  fUturc  eihergehdy,  ff  afrits,  %ith 
pittances,  that  can  bnly  give  bf^ad  to  their  fenSihVs*  are  fitliliillSt- 
ed,  in  the  place  of  refident  landlords  ?    Wliere  Will  be  tlic  ihcdi- 

•  iith  thatfecure^  the  attachment  of  the  rtiddlinir  gehtfjr  tbth'ett'afc?  . 
Where  will  be  the  affedidns'bf  the  tehahtry  to  their  landlbrdi^ 
\Vheftthe  only  ihletcdorfc  between  them^  will  te  the  payment  bf 
friorifey  by   the  one,    arid  Ah'e   faffirfg   a   receipt  Dy  thcbthcf  ? 
What  ^o'uld  then  keep  d6wn  the  peopfe,  When  they  began  tb  fed 
the  rftiicry  and  poverty  that  muft  foUbjv  th^  abfehce  of  the  great 
foridhbldcrs  ?    Why  Sir,  l£ng1ahd   inuft   ih  Aich  a  toattoh  haVc 
recourfe  to  military  fot'ee  afid  martial  la^v.     l*hus  do  I  I'eafbri  bii 
the  ruppofilioti  that'thbfe  fi<aibiis  r^di^d  oh   by  the  fn^inds  bf  *  ai 
Unibn  were  realitrcs.     But  away  with  fi^ibn,  and  lA  us  \^cV  the 
country  as  it  adtVialty  itanda.     Look  at  the  riuTif^erobs  petitiotia 
ifilready  prefentcd  againft  this  abommable  meafrife,  arid  think  of 
thofe,  that   you   khbw  are  on  their  way.     I  do'ribt  h'ellt'atc  to  • 
fay' that  the  great  mafs  of  the.peoj^te,  at-fe'thc  dcbi\ted 'eftemies-bf 

aLcgiflativc 
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%  X^ISmI^^v^  Ufliom     lict  the  Nobk  J^ord  aik  the  loya}  Yeomtn, 
of  the  kingdom  to  give  their  opioiooit  and  I  will  be  bold  to  fay. 
tilocl^o  in  tweqty  are  ag^nft  a  Legillative  Uniop.     Let  the 
Noble  Lord  take  thjc  opinions  df  thi  Edufeholders  of  Ireland  by 
parifhesy  and  I. will  be  bold  to  fay  nineteen   in  twenty  will  b^ 
found  againil  th^  oie^fure.    Let  the  ^^oble  Lord  difTolve  the  Par- 
Ijament,.  and  call  another  for  the  eiiprefs  purpofc>  of  conGdering 
the  queiirpn  ^f  Unian»  and  I  will  be  bold  to  fay  there  would  not 
be  five  counties  in  the  kingdom^  and  I  think  it  is  iljll  more  pro- 
liable  there  would  n9t  be  onci  that  would  not  bind  their  r^prefen- 
tat^ve;(,  to  vote  againft  a  Legiflattve  TJnion.^  What    fignify  i^ 
lew  addr^es  for  Union  obtained  as  they  have  been  ?   If  the  No- 
ble   Lpr4  wiihrs  to  know  the   opinion  of  the  kingdom  it  ia  ea^- 
iily  pbtained.     But  before  he  gojes  on,  againll  tl^e  voice  of  the 
nation^  let  him   ^£k   himfelf  a  few  queftions. .    Doe^  he  in  hif 
fioqfcieDce  believe   a    Legiilative  Union,  will   make  one  difloyaj 
jgpjan  loyal  ^  Docs  he  not  in  his  confcience  believe,  that  many  who 
U^itherta  wovdd  have,  fupported  the  connexion  with  England  with 
their  bloody  will  change  their  opinion  if  this  law  paQe^^  and  look 
it  Separation  as  the  only  alternative  between  Oavery  and  freedom  i 
Sir>  I  thirdc  it  requires  but  little  fagacity  to  fee,  that  if  this  be 
pa^d  into,  a  l«w*  ther«  will  foon  be   but  one  mind  in   the  kingr  ' 
^ooiy  except  widh  the  im^iediate  depicndtnts  on  government,^nd 
9  few  n^iftaken  individuals,  and  that  mind  will  be  adverfe  to  £og«- 
Lindi.     Pafs  thf  ^  this  law,  and  England  will  s^fterwards  have  no 
choice  how  (he  is  to  govern  Ireland.     She  mud  govern   it  by  an 
immenfe  military  for^x*  and  by'  martial  law.     Sl/e  cannot  take  off 
file  fufpeniion.  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l.     She  cannot  repeal  the 
laws  9gainil  meetings  of  the  peopkt  ?nd  all  the  various  other  laws 
that  the  fad  nci;e£Qty  of  the   times  has  required,  but  which  are 
totally  contrary  to  liberty.     What  £ngli(hman  then  will  lea«e  ^ 
land  of  freedom,  aud  fettle  in  a  land  of  Havcry  ^    What  Irl/htpafn 
will  remain  here^  whofe  ciicumilances  will,  allow  him  to  quit  it  i 
.What  will  be  the  inevitable  confcquenccs  of  military  govern- 
ment,   and   martial  law  ?     Did  commerce  ever   thrive  tinder  .a 
military  government  ?•— l>id  manufa^iures  ever  thrive  under  a  mj- 
jiitary  governfueot  i   XAi  agqcirlture  ever  thrive  under  a  military 
gpyernment  ?  No  Sir,  pafs  this  law,  and  we  will  go  down  ^pi;e 
Vapidly  tbaii  wc  )x?ve  rifen  Qnce    1782.    Pafs  this  bw,  and  bot^ 
y.oil  and  I  will  probably  live  to  fee  what  we  have  -  before  feen.     Ia* 
^c^d  of  exporting  a  millions  wort'b  of  corn  in  a  year^  over  and 
"  «bove  our  own  cpafumption^  we   fnali  ag^in   fee  the  inhabitants 
bi  the  oortk  di^pendipg  for  the  bread  they  are  to  eat  00  ;he  ar- 
rival of  fliip#  £rpm  Am^ric4  laden  with  flour.     We  flull  again 
fee  the  linen  doth  Qcarly  ouT'  c^oly  ma^ufa^lur^ :    and  we  fliall 
akgiin  i^Q»r.^\xmf  4  |i>nil  9^  p^ftuiagCi  from  ifhich  our  w^id 
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exports,  would  again  be  our  beef,  our  butter,  and  our  raw  ma»- 

tarialb. 

^     Sir,  if  I  am  well  informed,  thisfoul  meafurc  has  been  attennpt^ 

'  cd*  to  be  fupportcd  by  as  foul  means.  Will  the  Noble  Lord  get 
op,  and  fay-  upon  his  honour,  that  it  has  not  ?  WiH  the  Noble- 
Lord  get  up  and  fay  upon  his  honour,  that  the  church  eftablifh- 
rtient,  the  revenue  ellablifhment,  the  roihtary  eftablifhmcni,  and* 
every  dependant  on  gpvernment,  were  not  em^foryed  to  procure 
ftibfcribers,  by  threats  and  promifes,  to  thfe  fcV  addrefles  that  , 
have  btcn  obtained  In  favour  oiF  a  Union  ?  Will*  he  declare  upon: 
liis  honour,  that  fie  does  not  believe,  there  \a  a  man'  in  this- 
Houfe,  who  has  the  people's  money  in,  his  pocket,  paid*  hini  out 
iftt  the  public  treafury,  to  vote  for  this  Union  ?'  Will  he  declare  ^ 

npoii  his  hofiour;  that  no  money  has  been  paid  t,o  any  man  te  va^ 
^te  his  feat,  who  could  not 'be  brought  to*  vote  for  the  meafure» 
iti-ofder  that  ^  Unionift  ftiould  ^c  returned  in  his  place  ?  Will 
ht  declare  upon  his  honour  ♦hat  thofe  meit  who  thus  come  in,  t&  ^ 
•vote  away  their  feaU  before  they  arc  well  warmed  in  them,  arr 
nci'tlier  to- receive  money,  pfece  or  preferment  for  tlicir  Cervices  ? 
Will  he' declare  upon  his  honour  thai  no  Britifh  Peerages  have 
been  promifed,  in  order  to  get  votes  foi*  this  meafure  ?  Will  he 
declare  that  no   Irifh  Peerages  have  been  promifed'  for  the  fame  ' 

pufpofe  ?  Will  he  declare  upon  his  honour,  that  all  who  hold 
places  under  government,  are  free  to  vote  as  they  pltM  without 
the  f^ar  of  difmiffal  ?  No,  no,  he  will  make  no  fach  dechrations. 
,  But  if  he  did,  there  are  fads  that  blaze  in  aH  the  glare  of  day; 
We  behold  a  Rfght  Honourable  Member  who  was  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  difnriffed  from  his  offfte  becaufe  he  would  not  be-  . 
tray  his  country.  We  behdld  a  Right  Hon;  and  Learned'  Mem- 
ber difmiffed  from  the  office  of  Priipe  Serjeant,  becaufe  he  would*  ; 

.  not  betray  his  country.  We  behold  Hon.  Members,  who  were 
Commiilioners  in- the  Revenue  and  Barrack  boards,  difmiffed  from  ' 
their  offices,  becaufe  they  would'  not  betray  their  country;  And 
we  knosv  that  everf  the  office  of  Curfitor  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, was  taken  froni.  an  Hon.  Member  becaufe  he  dared  to  db 
hisdiity.^^ 

Sir,'  r  do  hope  for  the  NoWe  Lordi}  fake,  that  I  have  forced 
eonvi6tion'dRhis  nuiid.  I  do  hope  for  the  Noble  Lord's  fake, 
that, I  have  planted  contriti(Hi  and  repentance  in  his  heart..  I  db- 
hope  for  the  Noble  Lord's  Cake,  that  he  is  now  meditating  how 
he  can  get  over  the  afTurances  he  made  the*  Btitini  Minifter,  that 
be  would  carry  it  into  effed.  I  will  tell  the  Noble  Lord  it  is  \al- 
moft  mt)re  honourable  to  reiraft  an  error,  tharr  never  to  have  com- 
mitted one.  I  will  tell  the  Noble  Lord  th^e  are  engagements, 
k  is  more  honourable  to  break  than  to  perform.  Had  the  Noble 
X/ord  rafhly  engaged  to  aifaifinate  an  individuaU  would  he,  when 
lie  coolly  refleded  on  it^  keep  fiich  a  promife  I.  And  if  he  has. 
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ralhly  promifed  to  aflaflinate  the  prorperity^  the  haj^pinefsy  and 
t\m  liberticft  of  his  ctmntry»  ought  he  to  hefitate  lO'  ftying  from   . 
fuch  an  engagement  ?  '  ' 

Sjr»  I  have  more  than  once  in  this  Houfe   ezprelftd,    that  I 
had  k^perfonal  regard  for  the  Noble  Lord.     The  dawn  of  hi» 
youth  defervedy  and  received  it :  and  perhaps  at  this  moment  I . 
wi(h  him  better  than  all  the  men  i^ho  now  furround  him.     If  it 
he  rich^  that  he  is  to  receive  for  his  fervices  from  the  BritiniMi- 
iii(ler>  let,  me  aiTure  him,  that  wealth  fo  acquired,  will  not  beftbw 
liappinefs.     If  it  be  ^additional  honours  that  he  is  to  receive  foi< 
Ivis  fervices  from  the  Brittfh  Minifter,  let  me  aflure  him,  the  he- 
reditary coronet  to  which  he  is  entitled  will  fit  lighter  on  his  brow, 
and  more  adorn  his  head,  than  any  new  one- thus  to  be  acquired*. 
If  he  wifhes  to  fleep  on  a  bed  oi  down,  let  him  abandon  this  r  *a* 
Aire,  and  rcpofe  in  peace,,  atnidft  the  bleilings  of  bis  countrymt  n. 
But  if  he  pcrfifts,  I  forewarn,  hire*  he  will  meet  with  difappoint- 
ment;  and  infteadof  abedof  down,  he  will  make  for  himfelf  a 
bed  of  thorns* 

P  thou  God  of  Truth,  in  whofe  awful  prefence  I  ftand,  and 
at  whofe  altsur  I  worfliip,  let  me  not  be  in  error,  whilft  I  am 
warning  others  againft  error.  If  a  Legtflative  Union  would  give 
happiiteff  to  Ireland,  take  away  the  mift  from  before  my  eyes,^  and 
let  me  perceive  it.  .  But,  if  I  fee  a  Legiflative  Union  in  its  true 
point  of  view,  O  then,  let  me  implore  Thee  to  enlighten  the  un- 
derstandings of  thofe  who  uprightly,,  but  miftakingly,  differ  frona 
me.  Let  me  implore  thee  to  (Irike  the  hearts^  of  thofe  with  re- 
morfe,  who  think  as  I  do»  but  who  have  bartered  their  principles, 
to  gratify  their  avarice,  or  their  ambitii>n.  Let  me  .implore  Thee 
to  touch  the.hean&of  thofe  who  think  as  I  do,  yet  meditate  to 
vote  againft  their  opinions,  from  the  dread  of  lodng  their  em« 
ployments.  Let  me  implore  Thee  to  touch'the  hearts  of  all  with 
the  facred  love  of  country,  that  truth  may  prevail  within  thefe 
walls. 

Sir,  how  this  meafure  is  to  be  defeated,  is  yet  witlun  the,  womb 
of  time;  but  I  feel  it  can  never  pafi  into  an  operative  law.  The 
fate  of  nations  and  of  empires  is  not  in  -the  hands  of  man.,  It  is 
not  the  will  of  a  Britilh  Minifter  that  can  rob  Ireland  of  her 
newly  acquired  rights.  What  1  (hall  this  ifland,.  more  favoured 
by  nature  than  any  other  fpot  on  this  habitable  globe,  be  for  ever  . 
plundered  and  opprefSed  i  No<-— the  day  is  at  hand,  when  fhe 
ihall  enjoy  all  the  benefits  defigned  her  by  the  Almighty  Creator. 
The  day  is  at  hand  when,  .inilead  of  being  the  flave,  (he  (hall  be 
the  kind  and  powerful  fupporter  of  Britiih  happinefs  and  Britifh 
Cbprty.  I  tell  you„  Sir,  the  hand  of  God  has  marked  this  coun- 
try for  his  own.  It  was  not  for  nothmg  that  the  harp  of  David, 
with  an  ang^l  its  front,  was  made  the  arms  of  Ireland.  It  was 
aot  for  nothing  that  the  apofiolic  crown  it  the  ^rowir  of  Ireland. 
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II  waf  sot  tor  ii«Aing4)nt  ikt  UrMol^vA  eveiy  f|»oflMlif  «riir 
tare,  htabfea  b«iift«}  fr9mtfi»lMid.  J  t^  ikf  NM  i^trj. 
Jiellyou^  Sir,  <md  tbh  Ewfi'-^-^tttd  I  proclaim  i^  t^ik  Brijfikmi 
Lrt^Bmhmit  Afetf  tU  IwAfnJtmet  9f  ImUmi  u  4imam  in  tb^  ht^ 
wmialh  rft&rds  9f  Jieamm^  \  Ih^W  tlicrtfore  voM  ^pjijift  gfHng 
isto  th»  GoflMUttif . 

CoL  Vs&EKea— After  the  maolfy  do^neot  and  impreffive 
nanaer  this  ^eftion  ha«  been  debated  by  my  honourable  ;rien<U^ 
it  if  almoft  prefumptioo  to  add  aoQther  word  upoo  the  fubjed^ 
becaofe,  if  the  msaiaer  was  Dot  determiDed  to  perfevere  iq  p^rfe- 
coCio^  thie  coaotryy  he  would  long  ago  have  abandoned  a  projcft 
ilirhich  he  hat  been  fq^Aortly  fhewn  to  be  detrimental  to  the  iiite- 
refls  of  Ireland}  to  be  inimical  tq  the  Tentiment?  of  the  landed! 
property  of  the  kingdom^,  and  odious  to  the  people*  I  rife  not» 
therefere,  tkx^  with  the  vain  hope  mi  tttrning  the  accents  of  the 
aoble  Lord'fr  tongue  ta  compliance,  with  ti^e  voige  of  the  eountry^ 
but  becaufe  1  feel  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  myfelf  never  to  let  an  Qp- 
portunity  pafs  of  i;ipreiBng  my  dfterquined,  unconquerable  af:er« 
iioB  to  Uits  moft  deteftable  meafure,  calculated  to  enfiave  nie,  and 
replete  with  ruin>  iiifuH  and  degradation  to  my  country.  Sir,  if 
J  objeA  to  the  principle  of  Umon,  I  objeft  ftHl  more  ftroBgly  to 
the  terms :  It  has  been  faid  that  as  Ibon  as  the  terms  were  known 
the  warmeft  opponents  of  the  meafure  woidd  dumge  their  minds.!— 
Sir»  'I  have  liftcned  with  the  gr^teft  attention  to  the  noble  I^ord 
detailinjg  them«  and  fo  £ir  from  s&ering  my  mind,  it  has  riveted 
me  Srooger  id  my  former  bpioion.  Sir,  when  'I  am  told  by  the 
Nohle  Lord  that  the  opulent,  refpedable*  and  populqui  cky  fhat 
I  have  the  honour  to  repreient,  is  tp  be  datfed  in  its  reprefen- 
tation  along  with  paltry  boroughs,  it  cannot  fail,  of  roufing^  my  in- 
dignation^ and  I  can  only  afcnbe  this  difrefpe^  to  two  caufcs-— 
tinier  that  I  am  not  afraid  to  tell  my  mind  to  the  miniftpr,  or  tk^i 
the  city  of  Linierick  remained  loyal  during  the  rebeition,  ^nd 
therefore  did  not  furniih  another  argument  in  favour  of  this  odious 
meafure.  Sir,  it  has  been  the  praSice  of  the  Noble  Lord  and  bis 
affociates  to  call  this  fide  of  the  houfe  a  motley  crew.  I  think  it 
weak  of  them.  Sir,  to  throw  karfli  epithets  at  this  fide^  that  may 
recoil  upon  themfelves»  Sir,  we  larc  a  fet  of  independent,  ps^rio- 
tic,  ipirited  men,  united  in  one  commpn  caufe,  whofe  excrtionf 
are  dire^ed  to  one  common  obje^  the  profperity  and  indepcA-* 
'deuce  ^f  Ireland,  and  the  prefervation  of  Britiih  cpuQexion.  But 
I  will  tell  you.  Sir,  what  I  term  a  motley  crew — one  compofed  ol* 
a  very,  very  few  honefl  men,  a  number  of  placemen  »ud  pen- 
iioners,  fome  Engliihmen  who  difgrace  themielves  by  being  made 
the  toots  of  the  Minifter,  and  fome  deferters  ,and  apofi^tes,  who 
are  united  in  one  common  caufe,  whofe  eiLertipns  ve  dire^ed  to 
one  common  6bjc£k,  the  downfaQ  of  Irehmd,  the  a^oihilatipnof 

her 


fc{dkIkelHleilCfr9'<nd  the  feparattidA  ftotti  BritMt  eo^nexioiH-4HM>, 
%b«  {larrhsitftcri  pknt,  oiAf  ptva  'fttength  to  murder  «lie  mo* 

'  tbet-  th^  ticwHOi^ilind  gttfe-them  inttti.  §if^  sM  I  liafve  m«fttmti- 
td  the  wotdii}itMI&t«9  s^otr  n>e  t6  i^r>  ^t  the  private  Coldier 
#lio  drferced  hit  nmks,  ttrotild  |>ay  Ins  life  as  tiie  fbtfiett-^-^tliat  t^^ 
pffc^r  wh6  ttdfiglltd  trhtn  his  irgitfveilt  was  gotf^  tm  fer^rce,  vfO^d 
be  difcarddl  from  f6ei<ty  $  tind  gi^toMGodf  -Sir,  fhidl  «KSt  we 
ifiVent  fotneneitr  {pedes  of  p^mifhment  for  tned)  who  tttt^ertnfi^ 

'icfert  to  the  enemy,  or'AarttfriMy  fell  out,  9pd  retire  upon  Mi 
pay,  «t  the  ottlf  iftoiBCnt  0f  their  Kte«  thi^  ever  had  tin  <3ippor- 
hinrty  of  being  t>f  (cririce  to  t^teit  cocmtty.  Fie  J  fie  I  upon  yob, 
re  apoftat^i-^ave  yoa  t^ken  the  glittermg  bait  held  ofit  to  y^u 
fiy  the  Mtiilfter,  tmit  lie  may  p%  you  m  the  ftrtaii),  fbrikicdiy 
thip  teara  of  yoiirtx)Dti<;ry« 

polonelJMArriif  faid,  that  if  the  pKopf>fed  Union  was  fp  fafd 
^•meaAire  as  had  beep  reprefented,  they4dione  are  td  be  blaaoed* 
iirho  by  their  machinations  had  rendered  it  incmnbent  mi  <mtai&ara 

*  ^  .propofe  it.  The  fituatiic^  of  the  two  countries  waa  now  fuckl 
that  the  queftion  to  be  decided  was  Union  or  Separation,  if  wag 
evident  that  fupb  was  the  apinion  of  the  CoveriinKnt  of  *£iig)8nd, 
for  nothing  biit  fudi  convidion  cQu(d  induce  them  to  agree  ^to 
terms  fo  highly  beneficial  to  Ireland.— rThere  was  ilme  objedioi^ 
to  the  prefent  fyftem.  of  connexion  between  the  two  eoontriea, 

.  whioh  he  defied  gvntlemen  to  an(wer^  and  that  ^^as  the  waat  4>f 
rcfponfibility.  If  theworft  aqd  moft  nefarious  meafare  that  t^i^ 
weaknefs  of  man  could  d^yife  was,propofed  to  the  jfriib  ParUamenft« 
wMt  remedy  could  they  have  ^ainft  the  Englilh  MtoiAer  fer 
tpropofiag  it?  None,  By  the  Coniiitation  of  Engkind  the  king 
^jsouhi  <te  no  wrong  |  This  maxina  was  eftablifhed  jiecaofe  the  m^ 
nifters  of  the  crown  were  ofteiiQble  for  its  a)^«^M^h  luui  beeif 
Jaid  upon' the  ful]je&  of  buying  the  boroHgha.  If  the  mon^ 
was  given  to  the  cVown  to  purchhfe  the  boroughs  &r  the  poi^ofi; 
of  influencing  the  decifioiis  of  Parlianieot,  it  would  deferre  th^ 
lai^^ge  whicl^  had  l^en  ufed ;  but  the  reverie  was  the  b^'  1% 

.  could  not,  however,  be  {prgotten,  that  thefe  gcntleipen  who  w^e 
isow  fo  ahxioiif  for  the  re{»iitation  of  Barliai^ient,  were  the  very 
gentlemen  who  bad  in  the  ^ftpqgeB:  manner  risprefeatod  ParlitoieRt 
as  a  moft  corri^  body. 

Sir  John  &LActytEa.E  fatd  that  thei^e  was  now  come  when, 
this  great  and  important  queftion  was  to  be  deeided  upon  its  tme 
met  its.  In  *  the  courfe  of  the  debate  this  m'ght  they  bad  heard 
fottie  very  Arong  language,  but  the  Houfe  would  not  takc^  deda- 
inatiohfor  argdmetit,  violente  for-ifphit,  or  affi^'tion  ibr  proof* 
It  had  been  tiated  that  the  Mim'fter  had  waited  until  the  new 
Meiktbers  b^d  taken  their  teats,  befijrc  he  would  rtnture  to  bring 
forw^  tbf^  ^iteftton^  but  iurely  there  could  be  no  ibimdation  ibr 

;       *        •  '  •  this 
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this  afititbn,  becaufe  a  majority  of  fort^r-two  had .  fufficjeiitiy* 
Jpoken  the  fcnfe  of  Parh'ament  upon  i,t.^  With  refpe^  to. the  pub- 
lic opiDtQn  upon  thU  fubje^i,  Gentlemen  entertained  very  4i%- 
rent  fcntinients  ^  he  had  taken  .every  means  to  obtain  informationy 
.  and  the  refuk  o^  his  enquiries  was  a  firm  qonvidipn  that  a  decided 
majority  of  the  people  vyerc  in .  fayour  of  an  incorporate  .  Union 
vfiih  Great  Britaia«  An  alluiion  had  been  made  in  the  eourfe 
of  the  debate  to  circular  Letters  fent  by  certain  Gentleman, 
conftitujbing  themfebres  a  Committee,  calling  upon  the  people  to 
come  forward  in  oppofition  to  thia  meafure*  He  was  no  Lawyer, 
but  he  hoped  he  knew  fomething  of  the  Conftitution  of  his 
Country,  aftad  if  he  did,  he  confidered  the  fending  of  thefe  Let* 
Xers,  under  all  the  cir cumftances  of  the  cafe,  as  a  high  mifdemea* 
"nor.  To  many  of  the  Gentlemen 'wha  oppofed  the  Union,  he 
was  ready  to  give  credit  for  the  Qprity  of  their  intentions,  and  he 

•  hoped  the  fame  dredit  would  be  given-  to  the  Gentlemen  on'  his 

•  fide of  the  Houfe^  many  of  them  were  as  independent's  anyx>f 
the  oppofersof  the' Union.     He  for  ofie  was  as  independent  as  any 

•  man  i<n  the  Houfe,  for  he  held  no  (itiiatiofi  that  the  Crown  could 
'  take  from  him."'  Great  rdiariccihad  been  placed  upon' the  petitt* 

•  ons  which  had  been   prefent^  againA  the  Union/ but  he  could 

•  fiot  hdp  obftirving  that  there  was  a  material  difference  between  the 

•  petitions  which  had  been  prefented  to  the' Houfe,  and  thofc  which 
he  had  feen'in  the  Newfpapers.  In  the  former  the  language  was 
temperate   and  proper,    hi  the  latter,  ^he  afiertions  were   by  lio 

'  means  confined  to  fuch.  '  In  one'of  the  petitions  inferted  iii  the 
«  papers  the  public  we're  congratulated  on  the  unanimity -with  which 

•  the  Country  had  oppofed  this  meafure.     He  begged  to  aik  it  the 

•  County  of  Cork  was  unanimous  againfta  Union  ^  Was  the  Couo- 
--tyof  Kerry  unanimous  againfl  a  Union  ?  Bnt  it  was  by4ueh  mif- 

reprcfentations  as  thefe  that  the  common  people  were  deceived  upon 
'•this'fubjed.*  The  opinion  of  the  public  appeared  from  the  mcra- 
-  bers  who  had  been  rcele^ed,  the  miyority  of  whom  were,  he  be- 
-litVed,  in  favour  of  the  meafure — -in  a  word,  every  means  which 
'  hc'had  of  cdHe£iing  the  unbiafTed  fenfe  of  the  people,  convinced 

•  him  that  a  majority  of  them  approved  of  a  Union  vpon  ^iirand 
'  liberal  terms'.'  -  An  Hon.  arid  learned  Gentleman  had  miftaken  the 
•'iioble  Lord  as  to  the  lituation  of  Ireland  with  refpe6k  to  Ulxatioo 

if  a  Union  (hould  take  place :  her  (hare  of  the  public  burthen  was 
to  be  fixed  for  jtwcnty  ye^rs,  upon  principles  highly  beneficial  to 

.  her,  and  at  the  expir^tioQ  of  that  pe/iod,  there  was  to  be  a  revifi^I, 
but  the  future  eilabliQiment  was  to  be  fixed  upon  the  fame  prin- 
ciples, fo  that  Ireland  could  not  pcflibly  fuilain  any  injury.  There 
was  tuie  fadt  which  he  begged  to  date  to  the  Houfe  becaufe  it  ap. 
peared  to  him  to  be  a  very  important  one.  He  would  uot^  as  fome 
Gentlemen  had  done,  fay  upon  his  honour,  that  what  he  wasgoing 

'  (o  Hate  )vas  true^  becaufe  fuch  language   was  uoparliamcntary, 

, ^  ^  •  '\-       but 


I', 
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lot  tie  M  tttot  fimitft  ttrn tiaiMi  oit  hit  o^n  mind  of^  flic  truth  oC  , 
ihtfiftnioilbe  w«  goiog  to  makct  «»*  ibat  #ttkin  the  Uft  thrt^  ' 
CioMiit  iMafe^nBAt  hat)  co^rcaM  id  tilt  tiiiy  of  DUbUif«     U|>o«  ' 
the  whelcy  ttui  mcdure  apjkured  t6  ktm  btgfaty  calculnted  to  prcM 
Mote  ib«  ifitercftt  of  [nknil,  both  in  i  conlUtutional  and  in  i 
comatroial  poitii  of  ? iew^  and  ib«r«foirc  be  (kould  give  it  hit  4ceid« 
ed  Airport* 

Mr.  OaMSBY  contendedn  that  the  gentleman  dppoficc  td  iijni 
had  not  advanced  theleaft  Aiadow  of  argament  agatnft  LegiflatiVd 
Union  ;^tht:y  talked  of  blood*ihedding  if  the  projedied  meiifar^ 
paflcd  I  in  thit  w^y^  .they  fub(titut«d  their  own   vagUe  and  wild  - 

ai&rtlont^Yor  arguments -« they  exprefled  themfelyes  rc.aJy  to  tplH  . 
their  bIood»  (huuld  Union  pafs^  but  if  they  coufd  otfcr  no  betted 
teafoRing  to  preclude  its  p;»ifing»  he  would  ficely  tell  tteitl  that  it 
muft  take  pl«ce,  notwithiiandiag  all  their  lipltility  to  it.  Afieftio^ 
on  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  was  ai  good  as  on  the  other,  and  aa 
gentlemen  thought  proper  to  iniifi  that  a  confolidation  of  tbt 
X^egiilatures  would  deilray  Irclaad'tt  independence,  he  would  itialue 
a  counter aftertion,  that  the  fame  me^fure  would  cftabtifh  her  in?, 
dependence^  and  promote  her  happincft  for  ever.     The  reflediog 

S^rt  of  the  Houlct  and  th«  couHtry  mtift  duly  appreciate  fucK 
le  declamation  as  -the  oppothion  fide  made,  and  all  muft  knOvTy 
tiiat  the  ctmtradici^ory  "afltrMans  of  geu'tleiQen  might  be  equalty 
inreli«||^UIbunded,  and,  thus  he  oppoftd  his  to  their  affeirtion,  aiHl 
coni^li|l(  that  it  carrVtd  at  le^tt  <:i||Mal  weight.^  If  they  did  choofe 
to  argue  the4itte(tionon  its  priiiicipUy  and  tbe  proviCons  thaf.Wefe 
fubmitted  |>y'  the  noble  L(>rd,  ho  was  ready  to  ineet  them,  and  he 
jnlifted  againJH  them,  that,  jtbe  independence  of  Iretand  w6uld  be 
as  tvell  adjultedby  Urnoo^  as  ^y  the  boailed  fettlement  of  l^^i. 
He  was  too  young  to  tak«  part  in  the  political  atfairs  of  Ireland 
then,  and  perhaps  did  not  lootc  with  eoual  affection  on  th^t  mA" 
jttftmentf  as  its  framers  and  promoted  ;  but  he  always  valuedti  as 
the  refuk  of  Parliamentary  deliberatKm^  and  not  as  the  pr6ceeding« 
of  the  Oungannon  meetings,  v^hich  were  pronounced  in  thac 
Koufe  its  efficient  oaufc  and.a^uatmg  motive. — But  he  wooldafk 
geatleoleh,  was  Irifh  independenee  to  depend  on 'a  ^ritith  Chttti* 
ccllor^t  fealand  fig^ature?  The  oppoiition  of  gentlemen  confift. 
cd  in  a  eUmour  and  outcry  ec^ioed  t<|  the  people,  but  it  ivotild  is\,c 
tame  time  and  ability  to  du(y  and  regularly  controvert  his  iled^it 
opinion,  an- opinion  fupported  by  cjcperieiice^  that  Ireland  coidd 
not  be  firee  and  happy  until  legifiated  for  in  common  with  En'?l^tfd  g 
Ireland  moA  certainly  could  not  be  free*  while  under  the  tnniTftrree 
and  guidance  of  fuch  bad*  f^^'h  buideroufi  political  ptflions  t  Bni 
k  was  loudly  contended,  that  England  was  not  to  bt  fittfied^ — 
KnglHhmen  were  pronounced  forei^ncrH,  and  thus  thf  Anti- 
.Unioniftiheltered  Iwmftlf  under  a  fc>?  c  >aviclcd  fall  icy,  that  the 
,  itttcrefta  of  the  countries  would  b<f  alike  diiumiUi'  and  di^iAffed, 

A  a  after. 
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afteri,  a»  before  Union-t-^hnsr'awild  Ime  of.  desiiftrcation-  ^at*  ftB 
draurii  between,  and  ci  eonilrdting.  policy  ufed  |o<ittfra6t'. the  affairs 
of  both  kingdoms^  and  hence  it  'was'ttfne  to  remove  that  vice  ii» 
the  fubfiding  connexion,  wlikhcaufed  fueh  diilra^i^nM  .Oppofi# 
€ioD  relied  on  the  adjuftmcoc  of  1782-^11  Mras  mere  theory,  and  it 
wag  worfe,  ^  being  aeithtT.t:etnedial  oV-  eff<£liial  agai&ii  evila*-* 
evils  which  led  you,  faid  Mr.  Ormfby,  into  the  late  rebellion 'L 
But  the  Union  would  gjve  a  participation  of  che  Britifh  Cojnfti- 
Union,  which  vyaapra^icc — pradfcc  that  cQn tin ued'for  ages,  and» 
which,  he  trufled,  would  continue  for  ages  yet  to  come.  Gentle- 
men infilled,  that  Union  would  lead  to  feparation  ;.  here  he  was 
<>ommitted,  with  t>Kem,  and.  He  coatendi;d'  that  it  would' have  » 
dltc£V  coutnary  ^fFcA  :~thcy  faid  what  was  a  contradiction  in 
terms,  that  aa  U^iion  of  the  Piirdaments  vroiild  more  difunite  ua 
witli  Englaiud  j,— h*;  infifted  it  wouM  completely  tmiU  us  with 
jEngland  !  Their  incoofjftent  andabfurd  reafomng  thus  carried  a» 
felf- refutation  with  it*.  -    ' 

But  tne  gentlemen  talked    oT  fpcnding  "their  blood  to  prevctit 
Union,  he  adVifcd  fucb    high-blooded   declaimas  to  keep  theil* 

.blood  to  tbemfelTes,  as  the  Union    would  rooft  certainly   pafr* 
^It   was  time  for  tire  Hbufc,.  warned  hy  the  evidence  of  its  prac- 
tical dcfe6ls,  to  rccouiidcr  the  IridtConftltution,  and  to  accept  the- 
proflfer  of  tlie  Bntifti'Conftltution,  with  all'its  invaluable  benefits. 
It  was  time  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  get  rrd  of  the   Brl- 

,tifh  Cbanccllor'^s.  Legiffation  !^:^— It  w^s  a  rime  favourable  to  thefr 

*bcfi  purpofcsctf* cementing  for  ever  the  connexion  of  thofe  coun- 
tries, by  ena£tihg  the  proffered  reciprocation  of  civil  and  commeiu 

.cial  interells  with  Great  Bvitain,  of  i;emoving  thofe  religious 
feuds  which  invaritibly  produced  hatred'and  dlfcord  among  the 
people,  and  putting  thofe  political  fbWeifts  tofttep  which  tended^ 
to  diftra^  and.  dcdroy  the  nation^  Hte  traded  that  the  people 
wLfbout  doors  would  be  alilt  to-  ajyrcciate  thofe  benefits  which- 
0nion  would  produce — he  trufted  tlie  people  would  wdl  confider 
who  ill  ihat  Houfc  were  their  tf  ue  friends — he  truffied  their  goo(K 

.  fcnfe  would  diilinguiTh  on  which,  fide  of  the  Houfe  civil  liberty, 
and  on.  which  a  wi(h  to  keep  up  political*  anrmofity  prevailed., 
Mr.  OrmfBy  gave  many  on  the  oppofitiozi  benched  doc  credit  for 

.  loyal  and  honourable  motives;  but  they  fhoftld  aik'  theirleaders, 
was  it  for  the  fake  of  difcuflingP^rlianientary  Reform  and'  Ca- 

.  tholic  Emancipation  they  wanted  to  retain  a  FarliaoTent  on  tfai»- 
fide  of  the  water  ?  He  begged*  them  to  confider  what  would  be 
their  predicament  if  at  any  future  time  an  attempt  might  be 
made  to  feparate  from  England  ?  They  muft  become  the  tools -of 
that  party  who  thought  of  bringing  them  into  "clofc  conncxioa. 
with  France — they  fhould  therefore  embrace  the  offer *bf  the  Bri- 
tifii  Conflitution,  accompanied  as  it  was  with  real  liberty,  fecurky» 
wd  property, — But  it  was  objedcd  that  the  Biritiih  ParHament 
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cv^d.iibl  guaniiij^ee;  t)^<  ftipuli^cd  '.ad vantages  of.  Uahoii^  \*H^. 
would  aflc  what  guar ftnti;$' then  wfis  thcrfc  iiov:';the  .iKJjui]tme9j^<c)f  ^ 
1:782^? .  Waa  th«  fauh  of  -naitioQSf  iwfuch  always  -rcligiowily .  fw^v 
edifacmf^hjot  of  EnglatKly  no  guaranteed  W««.ajqama)unhyof 
iatcreftvv  a  iparttci^tioii  of  fi^  fai^e.  political  and  focial  bkriUng^; 
fi>r  which  the  loog intcrCoutfe  of  the  ;pcppk  >n  thefe  iflandfi ^hy ; 
ijiter-ina4rii»£^*aQd  aflimilatiog  mantieiK  pr^aVed  u3,  no  guaraow; 
tf c  \ '  1S}K  the  .ijptfit^  and. uid«i>ef)deptje  *af  tflglifemcn  «o •  ^fnt 
ranteep*  .'<../ 

'  'Mr.  Lee. -"-Attached  isl  acknowledgt   myfclfio  1)c  tothc^. 
King*!  OovcriMnljnt,  antl  'the  cftablifhed  Cotfftitutioii  of  thci^- 


fliort  <if  an  attempt ^to  fubj^cA  rlie  Conlliiution  of  Ireland,  which 
I  have  Tmjrn  to  nraintain.  *    I  therefore  warn  thofc  gentlemrti* 
agairfft  committirig  the  two  countries  and  outvaglng  the  feelingB 
erf  every  horicft  and  loyal  Irlfhman  who  Ibves  his.  king  as  a  frec-t 
man  ought  to  do,  and^  reveres  the' Cbnftitution  handed  down  to' 
ihiin  by  his  anccAofs  andre-afferted.and  Cctllcd  b  lySz. 

Mr.  J.  G.  BERESYOfiD.— Mr.  Speak««»  the  ifufr^r  of  gcntk-^ 
meo  who  shaiieroably^eken  onithe  fubjc^  of 'debate::  his  night, 
Tcnifecit.almoft.'aiiveee&ryTor  me  to  fay  any  thing  gn^the  fubjeift  \\ 
nerenhdeft  I  ihall  make  a  few  remarks  on.  what  has  fsd]«u;frQnv 
the  NpUc  Lord.  His  Xordihip  has  perffiuered  ta  this  qucdion^; 
fldlaSuaaing.k^fM  a/adit  that  he  haaon  ^hinftde  the  majoxityof  aU' 
4^  propfny  in  the  ifciogdonu  I  wafJii  hopes  that  the  iiumeroyl, 
.l^titioas  which  were  vpr^fcsnted  to  the  lloufe  /rom  .the  nioll  ref-r 
po^fs^Ic  .counties  atni  i cities^v  would  hawd  convinced  the  No^le* 
t^ord  of  (he  fallacy  of  thAt  Aippofitioiu*'      :. 

.The  ioduftiy  of  4he  iSovcrnnKOt  .asd^ats  'enuflapies  have  beeg' 
epiplpyedaU  the  fummer  So . procuring  addivi2ea  from  every  coun-' 
tytt -ctty»  tod  .<irili9^e«:  their'complimencsiry  addrcfies  we.  confider 
^  as  nothing  hot  t6fys  4o  divert, a«^I^rd'Ltkitenantt  but  we  never' 
cxpe^fUdy  until. experience  convinced  u?,  thit  they  could  be 
madetde  of  as  aa  ai^umeut  io  Parliainentj  to  prove  the  confent- 
of  themtton  tathis  dcftrufttve'oieafure.  / 

•  The  Noble  Lord  iias  bqcn.  pleafed  to  fay  the  «actropolis  op»' 
paofp  the  meafure  only  through  local  difadvantages.  If  there  wcfc 
no  other  ^reafoh  for  the  oppolition^  I  ,<|hink  the .  ruin  of  the  me->' 
Uopolis  it  no  Imall  argument  againft  the  meafure  ;  but,  Sir,  thejr' 
ar^eiiot  influenced  by. fuch  felfiOi  mottvea.  The  geoeral  mifery 
that  will  follow  to  the  nation  from  the  adoption  of  this  meafu>e 
is'uvbat  influtocte  their  minds,  and  breathea  hi  their  addreffes. 
T4ie  Noble  Lord  feehi  iFecy^uneajTy  at  the  povolty  of  certain  icuers^' 
^hicb  have  been  dillributed  under  the  fignature  of  fuiiv:.very>«j^ 

0.-  ,  I    ^  fpedlablc 
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I  fpcAablc  (fml(nsni»   for  t^c   piiiK>l|r  of  pvbf^ivg  ^rdfm- 
agftiaA  thif  mrafurCf  aud  which  ho  vi  pleafed  lo  qsU  fctiem  fnifttt. 
1  fe^  notbii^g  very  finiiigd.  iii  tb^fe  gedtfeaicfi  cndipavofnii^  to' 
.   procure  t!ie  i^  feiiff  of  thcoountryoq  the  fufajefti  wh^  fa  ini* 
Wf  cxtrftcmlinarj. means  ha^  been  mfdi:  tlfpof  tq prOfiqrt  af^'ippOr 
v.yent'one — for  the  whole  foi&aicr  efciy  village  bat  been  raniaoLed 
f^  fignjiturea,    and  meanf    beefl    flia^^  nfe  to  propira  fhetn>' 
'  <wliifi|i'tl[ie  Noble  JUord  wouM  |m  ^^hamUd  of  wiie  be  aeqoaioted 
'.^hb  them* 

,  '.  thave.  ibp  pl^aTpre  of  beiog  }oiig  a^guain|cd  with  tbfa  )^oUo 
^^.oadr.aq^t  from  wbn  I  know  of  btifiy  |  thipk  him  in^ablf 
•  of  encouraging  fiich  conduct  an4 1  am  coevincea  th^t  if  be  ktk€w 
ihp  mcr^ns  that  were  made  ufe  of  to  propurf  ^Ogii^ui^fl  tp  tbofe  adr 
dfcflea^  lie  y^gxilA  bcafbaiBed  to  ground  an  arguoitiit  on  tbeK^ 
It  if  not  more  than  a  fortniglit  finccibc  people  were  aware  of  tbfl 
life , to  |?e  in^idp.  pf  tliofe  aioorcfles  i  in  that  time  more  than  balf 
^jifll  cojuitrjf  bave  declared  their  (en^im(enti  jn  oppo&^ioa  to  iu 
and  in  a  (hort  tiine  the  liToblc  ilqrd  fill  haye  tV  jJeafure  of 
bjcaring  the  opinions  of  moft  (^  ilic  oiher  half,  and  perhaps  he 
will  fe^  the  n&ines  of  jnanj  of  thofit;  w|)p  unwariljr  ^gned  to  for* 
pier  addreifest  now  Iceing  the  truf  intereft  of  t^eur  coiQitrj  | 
mid  fign  in  oppo&tron  tbepi/ 

Siry  the  NobfeLbrdf  grounding  the  cQ]ifeiito(f  the  niktion  m 

.    their  addreiti^s,  has  proceeded  fo  ftUte  t^  us  his  plan,  and  I  6m\ 

take  the  liberty  of  Waking  fome  obTcf vatibi;/  on  hjs  fatemeot, 

Unaoqui^inted  as  we  are  with  the  g^^ounid  of  many  of  bis  oalco^ 

latiofMt  and  having  never  feeo  his  plan  till  this  dajr/  k  ia  lanpolL 

Ue  to  comprehend  fpeKtetiftve  a  fcheme  with  tnat  ajponracy  nt 

.    woold  enable  us  to  <dete£l  the  errors  of  it }  my  obfcrvationa  oa  jt 

Aall.  therefore  be  very  &w..^^orc  the  ftatiRpcnt  of  bf|  pbii| 

the  Noble  I^oid  has  adduced  many  argmnentsH&tnn  the  ^pWRioa 

.of  Regency*  and fiditioiiis  differences  on  the  fufajtfdt  of  peace  Mid 

war»  to  prove  the  inconvenience  of  ba¥tng  two  P«rliamcpta«     I 

fliaU  merely  fay  in  anfwvr  to  thof([^,af|[i}ments»  that  fame  of  tkeoi 

may  ba  applicable  to  England^  bnt  npitc  of   thepi  tu  Iiebnd* 

^iire  cbnfider  our  Parliament  as  the  guardians  of  onr  uade  ned 

jCOmmcrce«  and  all  oer  dearsft  rights  and  iatcirfts,  and  we  d6  not 

wi(h  to  part  with  it  for  the  (ak«  of  remedying  a  few  inC(.*tmK 

encea  which  England  iiififers  from  our  cii|<)ying  it.     The  Koble 

X^ord  bM  de&ribed  Imlaiui  In  it*  prefent  fituation  if  a  colonr  |  | 

iVQuld  rather  Ireland  bad  the  defcriptive  appe>arance  of  a  colony, 

^       and  f i^oyed  its  prefent  freedom,  than  that  under  the  appearance 

of  an  united  kingdom*  it  (hould  fuffer  aU  the  inconvenience  of 

%colony. 

.  Sir*  the  Noble  X»ord  is  very  annious  to  knew  how  the  PlarNa- 
ment  would  bedeprivfdi  in  cafe  of  an  Union^  of  maoaffing  out 

■"■•■*■  ld«« 


,'.  I  iut .%»  Sir,  if  llie  Mobk  latA  siiesM  Torapke  BSkb 

and  Cinal  bills  by  local  affiirt,  that  the  Englifli  mcaibtrs  will  ng| 

^  be  Wry  liluly  to  interfere  wttli  ua  cm  thcfe  fol^cflst  as  Ipag  aa 

we  do  th«in  with  oyr  own  moBcy»  but  tb^  Nofate  JUord  wiU  net 

Cteiid4otdltht'H<Mi1et  that  Ei^^huM)  feda  no  commercial  Jcai» 
ly  towarda  IrcJaad*  or  thai  the  Unius  ^  will  £»  bt  put  an  cod 
to  that  oiMMfietctai  jcabufy*  that  the  three  huodVed  Eaglifli 
Mcmbera^  will  at  all  ticBfia»  when  the  ooflbrocreial  iotciiftt  of  Iw^ 
laadare  conci:rned«  have  the  politcnelii  to  give  avray  to  her:  oat 
kiMidrcd  Membera.  The  Earliaaient  of  £agland  it  an  ai&nUy  of 
honoorabie  mco,  but  I  have  not. the  kaft  coniidenoe  in  theai»  ai 
an  In(haian»  that  ihouU  induce  me  to  think  they  would  take  the 
fame  intereft  in  Iriih  affairs  as  our  own  Parliament  does*  I  ka«t 
the  fame  opinioa  of  the  Government  of  £ngku)d»—I  admire  ita 
condud  tcnvarda  the  allies  of  Great  Britain^-*^!  admiu  its  cpn» 
4ud  during  the  prefeot  contcft^  towarda  the  rcA  of  the  world, 
but  I  would  not  willingly  give  It  a  greater  controuly  than  it' et 
prefent  cn|oya  over  the  s^rs-  of  Ireland.  I  have  good  itoafon  to 
thinky  Str»  that  an  Uaioa  would  have  very  little  cffieft  in  doiflf 
jiway  the  jcalotify  England  always  feek  in  regard  to  her  trade 
fad  anaaufwftui^St  it  has  not  been  found  to  do  it  'sway  in  the  cafir 
of  Scutlaod ;  many  inftancca  might  be  adduced  to  prove  thia» 
but  i.  will  content  aftyCelf  with  giving  a  recent  one^  that  haa  latdy 
dHBcurred  and  ftcll  i^i^ireffea  ScotUnd.-«'*»Oo  «  alcalatiox^  made 
feme  yeaca  fince,  ic  appeared  that  the  quantity  of  Corn  grovm  i» 
ficotlaod  a^rding  to  the  number  of  its  inhabttaOtat  vraa  t»  the 

Eauttty  of  <Coni  grown  in  England  on  a  like  proportion  aa  leii  t» 
9  the  sericulture  of  ScHHlaiid  harcAinfidcrdbly  eacreafed  lifice^. 
,  and  that  of  Englnnd  very  little,  lb  tluu  I  might  fiiirhr  affumc 
ih^  the  property  was  mucli  more  in  favuur  of  8c<Hlattdy  than  I 
have  ftaicd^  nevenhelerft  the  Diftilkrits  hav^  been  lor  fevfrat 
ipdonths  ftockcdin  Sootlandr  aa  ihry  ftiU  icontinue  to  work  in  £i^ 
bnd,  by  this  means  Scotland  is  Voiced  to  f<i:nd  bcr  raw -aMtcrial 
(her  Mak)  op  to  LoadoOt  to  be  iMUiufaelurtrd  into  Spiriu^  and 
by  England  what' can  Ircknd  cxped,  fliould  (be  ftirrender  her 
*  PatltaRMfnty  to  the  mercy  of  an  Englifli  one.     But  Sk«  to  put  th^ 
iriih  nation  out  of  all  doubt  aa  to  the  frelinga  oi  the  E^fflifh  Gi|* 
vetttfsicut  towards  her>-^fhe  haa,   iii  a  recent  inftaMce,  fimwu  lia 
'Vy   anticipation,  what.vse  are  to  expc^  liroin  her,  when  taker 
power. 

I  will  mention  this  ioftatice,  that  gehttranen  may  fee  her  difpo^ 
,  ^tion  towards- u*  in  fnch  matters.  Our  Liiitrn  ir»de  Has  of  latf 
pnieveral  acepuiits  &Uen  off  very  con(idef*abiy,  tW  ciMiftq^iei^ce  of 
which  haa  been  that  theeaehangc  betwee^  thihCc  unti  y  uad  Eng* 
kud  haa  tifen^onfidcrably,  another  canf<p for  the  \Ut'o(  cxchimg^ 
baa  been  the  coofiderabk  eaortafe  of  abfentces,  an)  M^c  vail  is  um- 
ber of  geatkttMm  Ikat  kaye  goiie  to  England  this  year,  to  fee,  i 
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Itippoje  ia^  tKey  jmsuld  IHce  their  rc&de&ce.  th'cne '^a tttTe  'H  Utmrn 
ihouI4^  take  .place. .     .-    .  .  .;      T;  ,•       .*     .,;..: 

TiieTe 'different  circumftafiicef  contrtbut^d  tojiri&  t^e  -exchange  ^ 
to  three  or  foi)nper  ceDtl  above  its  tifual  t^te^/.wHfeh.afied  afra 
Ibrt  of 'prtmruai  on  our  exports,  and  was  the  tmly  ;iiebDmpetice  our 
Linen 'Merchant^  e^oyed  fortheldfuof  thieir.trade«'  But- in  a» 
much  a^  i|t  ajfted  to  the. advantage pf  the  IrHh^expoctlng  Mer- 
chant, it^aSed  to  .the  difadvaotage  of  Ac  Meichant  who^mport- 
•cd  Britilh  xRattofadWires  into  this  couatty  •;  the  fiiocncnt  the  Go« 
veriimeiit  p£  England  .perceived  this,  tjiey  fet  themfiBly^a  to  work 
to  de|)nVeus;of  this  advantage, 'accordingly  the  BcitiHi  Miniftef 
taking  it  ibr  granted,  that  Ireland  u*ould  be  under  the  necefiity  of 
borrowinga  part  of.  her  loan, from  Engliand,  liTuesout  his  ordec' 
that^he  Bank  of  Irdand  noties  fliould  betaken  at  a  certain  rate 
of  exchange  by  anticipation  £or  the  .payment  of  that  future  loaa.. 
Tbus'^Sir^  the  ^Governipeat  of  England  haye  fwindled  theXrifh 
export  Merchant  out  of  his  oaturai  profiti  and  exhibited  .to  us  a 
pretty  fpecimcn  of  the  libeiality  wt  arc  likely  .to  experience  from 
England  lO^natters.of  trad<»,  Ihould  this  meafure  be  adopted. 

I  will.be  free  to  acknowledge  that'  the  plan,  as  dated  by  the 
pioble-li^ordy  contains  .oianycommerci^  advantages  ito  Ireland  ^  but 
as  I  Itope  there  k  not  a  man  on  my  iidc.of  the  Houfe  that  would 
be  bribed  to  betray  what  they  dedn  to  be  the  intercft.  of  their 
country,  fo  I  am  convinced  that  no:  commercial  advantages  would 
induce  the  country  to  give  up  what<they  unfverfaUy<elleem  iheir 
€<pn&ittttionai  Ltberty--4>ut  even. 'were  we  inclined  to  do  htwhefc 
is  the  certainty  to  us  of  thofe  ^actvantages  j>eyoud  the:  period  fos 
vrhich  ithey  ar£  granted  ?  The  noble  Lord  himfelf  confefles  that  it  is 
not  intended,  the  prefent  arrangeiaentihould  extend |}eyond  the  pe^ 
nod  of  tit^enty  years.  As  an  Hon.  f^iehd  of  mine  has  already  fsid^ 
twtnty  years  thoki^a  confidemble  poition  of  the  life,  of  a  .mah|  i$ 
but  as  a  momeitt  in  the  £Xifience  of.  a  uatioa, .  and  a^'  the  end  of 
f  hat  time  we  afe  again  to  fubmit  oorfelves  to -a.  new,arrangement« 
to  be  mad^  .by  a  United  iParliaaaei^  with  three  Eogliihmen  for  one 
iriih.  The  noble  Lord  ftatesy  tha^  the  propofition  of  taxation  is 
%o  be  as  15  to  2,  and  Ke  Aates  to  you  how  much  lels  the  taxes  will ' 
be  at  that. rate  than  they  are  at  prefent — not  being  able,  from  a  - 
ioofe  (latementof  this  kind  ^to  calculate  whether  the  fadi  be  fo  or 
tioty  ]  (hall  tfiof,  attesipit  to  exaoilncy  or  Jlate  any  ^thing^  on  it ;  but 
I  fear  the  country  yiill^iJ^.  that  let  the  grofs  fum  of  taxation  be 
what  it  fnay»  tlie.taxes  will  bear  heavier  on.lndividuah  than  they  at 
prefent  do;  indeed,  the  noble  Lord  himfelf  cautions  us  not  to 
reckon  orvthe  prtfent  increafe  of  the  Revenue.  I  do  not  know 
on  what  his  Lord  (hip.  grounds  Ivis  ppinton>  tliat  the  prefent  amount 
tjf  the  Rx  venue  is  prct»rJousr-^b«t  I^^oond  it  on  concluiion,  that 
the  moil  of  the  landed  property  of  the  country  will  be  drawn  out 
fif  it  by  the  adoption  of  fad^  a  mcafure,  and  as^hen  they  aje.gqoc 
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bom  it  thiQ  Reireou^  muft  fail,  the  JiQpoitdaueii^iiaiftdiinimfh  with 
the  dilk^i^usjpii  pf :  the.  cpnfainptio|»  of  iraporled  urticlesy  the  othci» 
levcQuee  wiljl  of  coar&  fail  for  th^laniereafotiyi  and  new  taxes  mufk 
be  fbuglit  for,  jrhea  from  the  ahfence.of  oorjooen -of  .property  we 
are   leaft  able,  to  bear  them.    ,TM  nobl^  Lord  next  proceedt  to 
ftate  toua  the  relative  fitu«tioi>  cif  the  debts  of  the  two  cQuntriea*. 
and.  to  terrify  us  with  the  idea* of  national  bankrupt!^  if  we9ontinuc 
^ny  longer  in  the  iituhtion  in  which  we  at  prefent  are^  and  here  h« 
has^  ingeoioufly  contrived  to  blind  the  Honfe  by  the  Aature  of  hi» 
itatement — ^he  carefully,  avoids  ftating  the,  gr^  amount  of  the 
debts  of  the  two  xquntrtesi  and  only  Aates  the  r«btive  propprtioqr 
they  bear  to»eacIv  otber,  the  debt  fays  h^i'of  England*  was  at 
the  beginntag  of  the  war»  as  one  hufedced  and.^dd  tOrOi|e»  fo  that 
if  it  continues  to.increafe  in.  that  prtiporttoo.  Ireland  can  never 
ftand  it  witk  the  large  propprtibnal  increajTe  of  debt»  and  the  fitiall 
corapsu^tive  nnJea^s  ihe  Ikis — h^he  fiated  the  ^ro&  anoount  of  the 
debts  of  each»  a  very  ihallow  arithmetician  could  difcover  our  fitur 
gtioQ  ;  bnt  by  confining  hia  (latement  to  their  relative  ^tuationsi 
he.  is  enabled  to  blind  fuch  members  of  the  Houfe  aa  ar<  not  ufe4 
toiimilar  ftatemcnta;  but  I  will  endeavour  to  taJk/e  the  mid  from 
itr  and  fliew  the  Houfe  how  fallacious  a  (^onclufion  dr^iw^from  fuch 
a Hatement  mu&  be^  and  I  know  no  bettev  way  of  (hewing  it .  to 
the  Houfe  but  by  an  example; fof'^inftanci?^  we  will  fupppfe  that 
the  national  debt  of  England,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  waa 
,ene  hundred  million y  and  that  of  Ireland  waaonemillbn^  the  pro* 
portion  between  England  and  Ireland  would  be  as.  one  hundred  ti> 
one ; — Si^pofe  then  at  the  prefent  day  the  debt  of  Ireland  was  teu  ^ 
.million^  that  of  England  two  hundred  millioiir>    the  increafe  o£ 
Engliih  debt  woi^  he  but  twOrfoU,  that  of  Irifh  would  be  tetv* 
^£^ld---fo  that  the  proportion  would  be  betweea  the  debts  of  the 
'  two  countries  as  twenty  tb  ooa,  inilead  of  otifi  hundred  toione-^ 
,an  amazing  difference  according  to  his{lftementybut  a  trifling  one 
^  in  xht  real  rituation  of  the  debt  of  the  country*  ,The  noble  Loi^d 
iikates  the  peace  eftabli{hment  of  the  country  as  zOyOOO  men,  I 
hope  the  noble  Lord  is  righti  when  he  conceives  that  number  \vLlt 
be  fi^fficient-^but  it  requires  many  men.  to  keep  a  difconiented 
people  quiet.     I  come  now  to  a  part  of  the   noble  Lord's  ar«> 
rangementy  or  I  fhould  mther  fay  a  part  abo^t  which  the  noUe ' 
.  Lord  has  made  -no  arrangeraent)-*J  mean  t(i^  Church  cHabliniment 
-—on  this  ftibje^  my  ideas  are  rather  particular*  - 1  doubt  much 
whether  many  people  will  coincide  in.ppinion  with  me  on  eithr r 
^de.  of  the  Houfe — I  am,  l^ir,,.  a   zealous  FruteftaiU  atkl  a  warnr 
fupporter  of  the  Church  eftabliOiment,  butthpugh  a  friend  totKe 
.  Protcftants^  I  am  np  enemy  to^  the.. CatholicSra»d  it  has  always 
been  my  wiHi  to>^  grant  them  any  indulgence  that  I  could,  cpgi- 
ptttble  with  the  fafety  of  the  State.     I  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that 
In  the  prefect  fituatioo  of  affairs  the  faffing  of  a  biU  to  enable  the 
'  ~         '  ,  Catholic* 


t9ti  r  A  11  LtAUzur  AKH 


Res  to  fit  tfi  Piirluifti«fir»  wfvirf#  ultfiMtcIf  ph>v«  Hm  ftpft^ 
ttonef  th«  two  c^ttntrict  or  iht  dcHiniASoii  of  tli€  CH#rdi  cftiM 
1^f4ln«€tit  tit  thU     Ut  EogliM  wlirrtf  fo  gfcK  t  proportiofi  nf  ths 
Houfe  could  be  £«|^  mcoibert,  the  fiturfl  A^iiitAef  of  Cacbolict 
ihac  would  €oinr  froin  ttiit  eoiM  do  ii»  fiarm,  tt  but  rter  bectf 
tiMf  poUcy  of  £itglaikl  to  ftj^t  ont  p^rty  tg^ruft  the  otMr  in  thii 
couotry«  by-firft  encoura^rlag;  DAf,  tiicn  ttee  oifltf,'t)il  they  Kadi 
created  Uich  w  animdtiity  betwc^fi  thciti,  that  both  might  br  driveil 
toi^eek  fltcUcr  ftom  each  other  in  an  Unioo  With  Gtir^  Britain-^ 
tbi»  M  no  new  do^iae  of  tntne,  I  have  often  f»id  hi  in  tbW 
Houfe«^  bat  Ak>old  this  meafure  ever  beadoptcd^  and  ftoaB  I  evei^ 
have  a  feat  m  the  Btttfft  Houfe,  I  fhould  uhdoobt<dly  trote  fo# 
Catholic  mrmbefa  rhere.    8f r«  t  hate  often  posezied  otyfetf  to  ftnd 
what  advanfa^  we  would  gafa  by  tliti  meafiirey  and  I  aeter  coutd 
think  of  any  we  had  a  profpaA  of,  except  ptfttiiig  aa  end  to  oof 
teUgiouB  quarreta ;  this  ^idonttff  thtf  foKtary  advantage  ft  al  an 
cod.  for  throaghout  thia  whole  ftatemeiit,  tt  is  what  be  takef  eara 
to  be  leaft  ex^ietc  oa»    Aa  to  the  proportioii  of  reprefcntacivea 
we  ftould  have  m  the'  BntiAi  Hotife,  I  (hattapot  enter  kito  anf 
difepitfitioa  on  that  fal^eft— I  hope  the  queftton  wi R  be  difoiffcii 
idtQgether»  before  we  arrive  at  that  part  of  the  ammgementi  bai 
I  cannot  help  laoghiag  at  the  rtdicttlcHia  idea  of  ifuwtUg  tota  for 
the  €^s  in  the  ckies^  which  ^ft  to  return  but  a  ftngic  member ; 
and  lb  Sir,  wirhooc  regani  to  the  preference  of  the  efedora,  putling 
in  the  fame  fcale,^  the  man  who  on  this  impop tant  oecaSon,  tanda 
forward  to  Awe  hia  Coontty,  and  the  man  who  betrayt  tta  tndO- 
pendenee,  thereprefefttatioiiof  the  cttlea  of  Ireland  ana  to  dapeod 
on  the  frte  oTbalkH  $  however,  I  thank  the  aoMe  Lord  Vevt^  heart- 
ily, for  th^  eandoot  with  which  he  haaftated  his  phri  of  eiedfron, 
for  1  am  convinced  if  (as  he  wtft  And  jaft  now),  many  wirpat  be: 
cxpefled  to  vole  for  him,  wiH  vote  agahrft  him,  on  a  iiMvt 
'  night  he  wiR  find  that  number  greatly  encreaM,  Crentlrmen  wRI  g9 
to  their  boafes  and  reckon  the  proportion  of  window*  and  hearths^ 
the  cities  they  tvpn^fent  have>  and^  when  they  compare  them  with  • 
others,  wiUprobt^jy  difeover  that  they  are  votrng  away  their  own 
polttiea}  ezifteace — ^lelf>intcFeft  may  tbiui  induce  them  to  do  what 
patrtotifm  would  nor,  ttnd  the  country  may  be  favetl'  by  the  tety 
engine  cmpKy^ed  for  its  deffrui^tHf^^  much  for  the  nohfr  Lordt, 
but  I  cannot  fit  dotvn^  wifhout  m^kftrg'  a  fcn  obftrvaeion*  on  what 
bas  fallen  from  an  Hon.  friend- oi  rrtme  {^mhtt^t^Ortt^y}  wha 
has  had  the  goodnda  ta  ^aeitton  our  iMr  of  the  Hottk  on  fnefal 

Ems  of  the  fuhjeift  of .  diebatc,  and  t^  be  partfcul^rty  ansri>tta  to 
now  how  It  was  pottVkf  that  a  queflion  of  thr^-  kind  conid  tend 
fo  feparaticm  between  the  two-  couatrieft-  I  ^viH  in  ;t\nj  few  ' 
wordaanAver  the  Hon«  Gentlemen,  fr  wif^  tend  to  »  reparation  by, 
difgiifttng  thepeopfc  of  Irchrnrf  again  ft  the  Gtivemment  of  Eng- 
Uflm^-biit,  Sir,  the  Gcntlsman  faaar  not  only  been  pieafed  ttf  ^ntC- 
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&pn  Qtoa  thc'fubjedl,  bu|  he  has  been  kind  enough  to  gite  u«  hit 
advice— -be  baftadyifcd  VMjto  take  cai^  not  to  be  brougfiC  on  too  far 
by.onr  kadcr«-r^l  know  not  who  ^  the  Gentleman  nnrans  by  our 
leadersr-I  hope  every  Geofclejnan  on  our  dde  of  iho  Houfe^  isjed 
by/  thehoincft  di£iate«of  bi»  own  mind-^ut  I  wilLttllthe  Gisntie- 
man  who  I  fhould  wifh  to  be  our  Ieader»  I  wifh.the  noble  Lord 
w^s-^^I  regard  (he  ngble  Lord^^I  feel  an  anxiouswiih  to  fupport 
ht»  ada)inkiiration»  and  if  he  wodid  lay .  aiide  thig  dedruftiYe  pro* 
je&,f  he  will  find  in  me^.a^  he  has  before  found,  as  fincere^  at 
xealouB,-  and  as  dilintere^ied  a  fupport,  as  any  man  inthe  Houfe 
will  give  ^tm,  I  beg  pardon  of  t^£  Haufe  for  troubling  them  fe 
long^  but'on  a  fnfaje&like  tbLs^  I  fear  I  (hall  always  be  pruUx*     * 

Mr.  Oof^E  obfervcd,  that  It  now  appeared  plain  the  Brittfli 
14ini&er>  and  his  noble  r^refentative  in  this  countryy  were  de- 
termined to  perfevere  in  attemptiRgv  an  incorporating  Union.-'-t 
He  therefore  wi(hed  the  Noble  Lord  to  fay  how  the  Church  ot 
Ir^Wnd  could  be  beneficed  by  the  Imper!ar'Parlian[)ent,  while 
U  continued  as  it  does  among  the  phyfical  m'afs  of  another  rcli« 

!tou8  perfuaHon.  In  1793,  when  Mr.  Ogle  conceived  that  the 
rub  Pariiamcnty  by  their  conceilions  to  Catholics,  opened  a  door 
|o  the  difturbances  and  all  the  ruin  fmce  happening,  he  lifted  4 
srophetic  voice  again  ft  extending  bur  franchifes  to  that  body.-H^ 
He  appealed  to  many  hearing  him,  if  he  did  not  then  predidL  that 
(uch  laws  would  give  Ehgland  arguments  for  Union,  when  Ire- 
.  Uod  wonlci  not  be  cohfenting  to  fuca  a  meafure.  It  was  often 
(aid  by  Governntient  that  Pailiamentary  Reform  would  fub vert  the 
jParliament ;  but  he  afked  were  not  Minillers,  by  an  Union  in 
lemoving  Parliament,  fubverting  the  Conilitution  of  Ireland?  He 
begged  of  the  Houfe  to  paufc  and  conf^der  the  agitating  innovat- 
ing time  when  they  were  going  to  do  fo  1 — ^A  time  when  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  were  either  ih  anarchy,  'didra^ied  in  the  ri^ns  of 
their  Conflitutions  and  Governments,  or  fighting  for  the  conti* 
nuance  of  them.  Mr.  Ogle  concluded  by  an  anxious  remonftrance 
with  the  country  gentlemen  to  withflaiid  what  he  pronounced  an 
Obnoxious  proje6ied  meafure* 

Mr»  P.  BuftROWcs  faid*— ;FrivolouSand  fallaobus  as  th£  Right 
Hon.  Secretary's  ftaten>ent  ^  has  been,-  I  do  nqt  found  my  oppofi- 
tioa  to  going  ioto  a  committee  upon  the  peculiar  demerit  of  the 
fyiiem  of  Union  which  he  has  detailed,  l  ope^y  avaw^that  dtf 
terms  or.  conditions  can  ever  perfnade  tne  to  Surrender  the  con- 
ftitution  of  Ireland — ^to  transfer  the  fnpreme  jJoWer  p(  the  ftate.to 
a  country,  which  has  continued  diilind^  from  ours  fince  the  crea- 
tion— ^by  boundaries  which  cannot  be  removed,  and  by  feelings 
wKieh  cannot  be  eradicated.  If  an  Union. (hall  pais,  -as  an  IrtAs;*' 
man  I  ihatt  be  indifferent  how  many  or  how  few  deputies  Ihall  be 
lent  from  this  emafculated  country.     As  long  as  the  parliament 

B  b  which 
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which  legiflatei- fop  Ireland  (hall  exift.in  the  bofom.of  a  diftiBft 
country.y^  »s\ong  as-  a  rival  fcchng  (hall  a£iuate  the  heart  of  that 
country,  jil^at  i»,  aa^long  asttbeiie^tof  man  ihall  bcrat,  thit  coun« 
try^  deprived  of  its  domeftic  parltaunent  will  be  the  proftrate  yic- 
tim.  of  fipitifh  pre|udiee  and  BaritKL  oppreifiom  This  is  found 
theory*  thi*  is  true  hHlory. 

Sir,  no  man  can  be  more  fenfible  bhan  I  amf.of  the  wine  of  the 
QeceJBty  of  Bmi(h  connex^on^rbut  I.fay  it  is  he  who  contraft* 
that  copnexlon  with  Iridi  indepenileacie^y  and  fays  they  are  incotn* 
patible,  who  endangers  it »  and  not  tho£e  who  are  ready  to  hazard 
their  lives  inXnpport  of  cither^  As  long  as  1  exift  I  ihall  exert 
equal  energy^  in-  fupppr^  of  thefe  ineiliipable  cooperating  blelGngs^ 
aiid  no  projedling  Jacobin,  or  p*'oje£ting  Minider,  fliall  ever  com* 
pel  me  to  make  a  raHi  choice  Between  them.   , 

But  It  is  contended  that  this,  meafure  daes  not  eftabliffl  fupre« 
macy^  or  at  all  -violate  the^fettlemcnt  of  178^,  when  that  fcttTe- 
menr  was  intended'  to  be  final; — It  was  final,  fay  tHey,  to  the  end 
of  piHthigdowm  BiritifH  fuprcmacy,-  but  was  not  and  could  notb^ 
final  in  fettting  Ivifh  conllitution — The  hands  of  pofterity  could 
not  be  tied  up  firom  improving  Irifh'  Conftttution-^bfervc  the . 
flagrant  falfehood'  of  each  proposition-— firfl,  this  is  in  its  natu:  e 
the  direct  oppolite  of  a  meafure  of  reform— upon  what  ground  did 
any  man  ever  {peculate  upon  reform  ?'Becaufe  the  reprcfentatives  of 
boroughs  bemg.  wlthot^t  an^  Irifh  Cbndituency,  were  not  as*  accef- 
ilble,  as  the.  genius  of  our  Conftitution  requires,  that  this  Houfe 
fiiould  be  to-  pepuhr  inffUence  and'  popular  fympathy ;  becaufe 
they  were  too  acctflible  to  the  inffuencc  of  the  Britl(h_Minifter.— 
What  change  m  the  reprefentation  does,  ^is  meafure  effc^^t 
^bftitutes  558  Englifhmen,  wicH  Englifh  coafiitHents,  in  the 
room  of  200  Irifihmen^  withoot  any.  conftftuents— and  it  removet' 
the  found^part  of  oar  reprefentation.  to  Enghind*,  to  be  operateid' 
upon  by  Britifh'  intercourfe,  and  to  be  exempt  from  the  law  of 
Irifh  reputation,  and  the  e£k6Vs  of  domeftic  intercourfe.— Need  F 
^rgue  that  this  change  annihilates  tljte  popular  infibence  of  Ire-^ 
laud,  and  makes  the- influence*  of  the  Miniftler  irrefiftlble  ?-^— Does^ 
not  the  fame  rcafoning  demonflrate  that  Jt  eitabliihes  BVitifk  fir- 
premacy  even  in  a  proudei:  aadr  more  ime»ntreuled  date:  than  it 
cxifted  before  the  fettlement  of  1782  ?-r-Compare  the  Confti^utioa 
which  wcfhookoif^.  and  that  which  the  Miniiier  wiihea  to  impofe 
upon  us,  and  fee  whether  the  fot-mev  ought  not  to  be  preferred. — 
Ip  what  coniiiled  Briti(h  fuprem!^  ?  In  the  nght  afiiimed  by  the 
King,  Lords,  and  Commonsof  Great  Britain  to  legiilate  for  us — 
alter  an  Unjon-  the  fame  bodies,  without  the  dedudion  of  a  fmgle. 
kidividualr  will  makr  laws  for.  us.  upon  any /ubje3-^hut  I  (hall  be 
told  there  will  be  an  addition  of  Irifh  deputies^  to  counteradf 
Britiik  fupremacy — 
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.  SA.com^Mnring  the  Conftitotton  before  17842  with  that  now  pro- 
jeded,  let  us  for  a  moment  throw  out  of  our.confideration  the 
BrttHh  legiflature  which  is  common  to  botht  and  confioe  pur  views 
to  that  which  11^  peculiar.-^This  mtthod  To  ufefiil  in^athcmat'cal 
fTcafoning  will  facilitate,  our  prefeut  .comparifon.-"— The  queftion 
then  Will  fimply  be  whether  the  Iri(b  Conftitution  which  we  en- 
j^ftA  before  1 782  was  'more  ot^lefs  effedual  to^controul  the  Britifh 
IcgiflatucCy  than  an  hundred  intqimixed  Iri(h  representatives.— "It 
^appears^.cle8r  tO/my  underftanding  that  300  Iri(h  reprefentaiives 
a^tng  in.  .tbrs  .countiy t  having  exclufi«e  .power  as  to  taxes,  and 
.feldom  intcrfei^d  with  as  to  internal  vnegulatioi^  is  a' preltrabTc 
contronl  t^^  lqo  ef  the  fame  men  merged  in.  the  Britiih  P^irliament. 
-*->What  follows  frc^m  this?  That  even  if  J  wore  fuJtAiaded  to  dt^* 
iDoH<Si  our  prefect  £onilit^tioii«  i  v^ould  not  fubiiicute  an  Union. 
*«-I  would  therefore  iEnplore^ihe  miniftei^  if  he-be  To  incKorably 
hoftile  to  the  fetclement.of  t^Mz-^ii  he  wili  trample  dawn  the 
temple  of  liberty  which  we  h  fondly  eredcd  ip  chat  ^roudt-ft  period 
v^f  our  hi^ory,«-rto  reilore  to  us  at  leaft  the  antient  veneritblc  fas^ 
brick  of  our  forefathccsy  and  not  to  turn  the  genius  of  the  Iri(h 
Gonftitution  adrift^  naked  ^nd  unhoufcd  tn  thefe  (lormy  and  peril- 
ous times  to  take  refuge  i^  the . .cottage  of  thcpeafant  or  th^  garret 
^  the  manufadurer,T^I  warn  the  mini (ler  that  as  there  c^ifnet  if 
iherty  without  law^  there  cannot  Jfefeace  without  Con/iitutionAj-B\it 
this  meafure  when  it  Aibvoits  (he  Jrifh  Condirution, ;  menaces  the 
Britifh  Conftitutio»  itfidf-r-^as  a  friend  to  the  empire,  1  depr^ate 
i|t--^s  a  man  who  thinks  the  whole  .civili^d  wodd  interefte\}  iq 
the  purity  and  prefervation  of  the  -Britiih  Coi^ftitntion,  i  d^e- 
qate  it,' — ^When  the  ovcrgro^wn  influence  of  the  Brip'lh  miDilt^'r 
iball  be  reinforced  by  the  addition  of  loa  numbers  who  from  th^ 
nature  of  things  mtift  be  neaily  as  fubje&  to  his  influence  as  the^ 
veprefentatives  of  the  cinque  ports,  wh^re  will  be  |he  balance  o^ 
the  Britifh  Conftitution  ?  Where  is  the  policy^  \or  the'  fafcty  of 
narrowing  the  bafis,  and  widening  the  fupc'rilru^ure  of  that  Coret 
^itution  m  thele  vevolutionary  .times?  For,  I  fay,  that  an  Irifh 
C6nftitu,ency  i^lva  Britiih  Parliament  is  a  mockery,  and  that  the 
unwieldy  edifice  which  the  Minifter  is  creating,  can  in  no  waf 
repofib  upon  the  Irilh  People-^but  «lthVwhat  I  have  dated  will 
not  be  admitted  in  its  full^ft  extent,  can  any  man  deny,  ^hat  this 
is  a  moft  tremendous  change  ?  Nothing  is  ib,  priijific  ^«  inRovatibo 
-Change  fucceeds  \o  change,  as  wave  to  wa«e — ^if  this  /lewfangled 
Gonftitution  (hall  not  work  well,  «$  affuredly  it  c^a^not,  where  lafk; 
will  exid  the  corredive  ?  Not  in  the  Irifh  *  Nation-^rhe  Upited 
Parliament,  that  Is,  the  Britifh  Parliament  virill  exercife  >tha:t 
{H>wer,  and  I  know  of  no  remedy  fo  ftmple,  fo  natural,  and  fo 
likely,  as  the  amputatiou  of  that  excrefcence  virhich  produced  the 
evil — ^thus  the  purity  of  the  Bi^itifh  legiflature  would  be  reftorcd, 
und  tb^t  i^(^qda9py  after  which  Great  Britain  alyriiys  parted*  ef- 
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tabliilhed  without  con troul-— thus  England  would  be-  rdbrcd  to  its 
ConlHtution,^  atid  reinftated  in  ijts  ufufpei'doini nation. 

Upon  tbc  conjpetency  of  Parliament  to  pafs  this  tneafure  I  ftiall 
not  dwell— -if  there  be  an  iipreilfttble  trtith  in  politicks  and  in  mo- 
ralsy  this  appears  to  me  lo'  be  one-r-namtrlV)  that  temporary  traf* 
jcc9  have  no  right  to  transfer  the  objedt  of  tncir  truft  for  cVcr,  with- 
pRt  the  confeqt  of  thofe  through  wbom,  and  for  Whom  they  hdd 
and  exercifed  itrrrtycrj  argument  to  the  contrary  is  built  upon  a> 
confnfion  of  right  with  power,  and' an  inference,  thatbecaule  in- 
ftitutipns'ofigrnating  in  wrong,  have  from  policy  and  aoquicfcence  • 
changed  their  natpre,  that  every  86k  of  the  fupreipc  power  mufl  be 
rightful.     But  if  Parliament  be  competent  to  pafs  this'imeafiirey 
Jtke  Parliament  whxh  (hall  fuccced  it  will  be  equally  competent  to 
anAuV,  vary,  or  modify  any  of  its  terms  or  conditions.     Any  ar*» 
ticlcy  propwted  or  ratified  by  us  can  at  beft  be  but  recommendations 
to  the  Onited  Parliament,  which  they  may  obferve  or  violate  at 
their  dpfcrction,     Tltc  dying  rect^romendations,  the  teftamentary 
advice  of  a,  body,  which  acknowledges  by  tht  veiy  a6k  of  voluntary 
de'pofition  its  unfitncfs  to  manage  thofe  affairs,  upun  which  it  pre- 
sumes to  dictate  to  pofterity  for  ever.     Thrrefi»re,  it  is  that  if  the 
'>linlfterB  were  to  give  a  Chart  BUnphe  to  IrciaiMla^  to  terme,  re- 
fcrving'to  England  a  pontroiiling  Legiflature,'  I  (bould  rejtd  die 
offer  ai  fallacious  and  fraudulent.  ^  But  we  are  told  that  thc^th 
of  nat/ons  will  fe9Ure  us^ — how  the  faith  of  nations  can<  apply  to  a    . 
quefl/on  between  the  fuprCmc  Legiflature  and  its- fubje^  I  can^ 
not  imd^rftand' — between  diflin£k  nations  *tis  a  vatuabfle  pledge^; 
'bcQ^iife  it  inay  be  fandlioned  and  enforced  by  furrounding  nationa^ 
' — fcut  in  this  cafe  to  foiicit  fuch  interference  would  fe|e- rebellion, 
t<>  grant  it  war.    'The  fandion  confequently  of  the  terms  of  aa^ 
Union  mull  ultimately  refoKe  itfelf  imo  the  feelrngs  of  a  rival  na- 
''tioD  or  the  confcicnce  of  a  Britifh  Minifter.      E^efore  1782,  whea 
the  Miniftcr  acknowledges  that  yvc  were  oppreflcd  moll  (hamefoUyy 
and  when  the  fqualorof  our  condition  compared  with  greatnefsof  ' 
ourrefources,  was  the  aftoniihment  of  every  writer*  who  condef- 
cended  to  notice  us— we  had  tqfaal  claims  upon  the  confcicnce  -and 
feelings  of  thofe  to  whom  we  are  about  to  entruft  our  conc^rnt  for 
ever— and  in  ord^r  to  takc/chance  of  a  change  of  condu^  in  thofe 
Who  have  been  uniform  for  centuries,  we  are  required  to  furrender 
a  ConiUtutibn  from  which.wehavc  made  more  advances  in  eighteen 
years  than  any  other  natron  in  Europe  has  done,  in  a  centuary.- 

But  even' if  an  Incorporate  Union  were  the  wifcft  poifible  ar- 
rangement for  perprtuiiy,  and  if  Parliament  were  manifefkly  com- 
petent to  pafs  it,  does  nothing  depend  upbn  the  times— upon  the 
means  which ^  have  been  Wecl^- and  upon  the  fentiments -of  t|ic 
public  ?— In  my  humble  judgment,  thcfe  are  confiderations  to 
ifphich  the  wifcit  und  grandefl  fchemes  of  policy  ought  to  be  fub- 

fervient. — No  xncafurc  Can,  in  the  abftra^,  b<  fo  excettenir^a*  not 
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to  chaageitf.  nature  by  reference  to  thefe  circtfrnft^nces.  l&d, 
that  I  am  fouoded  in  aflerung,  that  the  time  is  mo(i  inopportuaet., 
if  the  meansy  the  idqA  profligate  and  revoltipg ;  and  the  public> 
(entiment  in  the  higheft  dUte  of  hqHihlity  to  this^^ieafure  ;  when 
I.  call  the  time  iaopportilDe«  I  fear;I  differ  from  the.  mover  of  this: 
meafure^  in  the  meaning  of  the  trrm»  He  poiliblv  conceives  that, 
time  moft  opportune,  which  fumtiheshim  with  mod  means  of  any.. 
ktiid^  to  carry  the  mealnre,.  in  any  way.  I  coniider  it:  not  in  re?v 
iation  to  the  facility  of  running  the  meafure  upon  the  nation'— fbut; 
the  tranquillity  and  permanence  which  .  are  likely  xo  enfue*;  if  it« 
were  carried.  I  therefore  do  not  think  the  times  opportune7-~be-> 
canfe  anumerout  Englifharmy  happens  to  cxiil  in  the  country-r^— : 
or  becauie  MiUtaiy  Courts  are  cotrulied  widi  the  power  of  con- 
ftruing  the  Amnefty  Ad,  and  deciding  who  are  within  its  ex-i- 
ceptions-^or  becauie  we  have  fcarccly  refpired  from  an  agouifingi 
conflidy  and  are  fo  erhaufted  and  faint-heartedy  that  wejoathd: 
al^poIitical  difcuffion,  and  would  almoft  prefer  annihilation  to  ex-^ 
ertion— lOr  becaufe  we  are  fo  torn  and  llukified  by  domeliic  dif^^ 
cord, .  that  £bm'e  of  us  from  private  pique,  would  embrace  common^ 
ruin.— Thefe  may  be  glorious  golden'  opportunities  to  tempt  an 
ambitious  and  unfeeling  Minifter,  to  rifie  a  great  nation  of  her. 
honour  aiid  independence— rbut  never  can  become  the  foundation  oC 
a  lading  and. honourable  connexion.  ' 

But  permit  me  to  ftate  why  the  times  are  inopportune.  '  TJicy* 
are  inopportune  becaufe  they  are  tempeftuous  ;  becaufe  the  Xpirit: 
of  innovation  is  already  too  epidemic,  and  ought  iu>t  to  be  (limu* 
lated«  If  gentlemen  forget  their  principles,  I  wonder  they  do 
not  recollect  their  rhetoric.  How  earneflly  they  deprecated  aAy^ 
attempt  to»  improve  an  antient  edifice  amidit  ftorms  aod  hurricanes. 
But  it  feems  ftorms  and  hurricanes  are  favourablii  to  demolition^ 
though  not  to  improvement.  They  are  inopportune,,  becaufe  a 
Settlement  of  this  vital  nature,  carried  at  fuch  a  time,  never  caa 
be  aOcribed  to  deliberation  or  choice.  Becaufe  it  mud  favour 
more  of  conqued  than  compa6t,  and  never  can^  be  permanent  and 
pacific.  •  The  timea  are  inopportune,  becaufe  it  is  a  feafon  of  war 
•'^-of  wac  with  a  formidable  enemy— with  an  enemy  Who  watches 
the  .moment  of  inflammation,  to  make  an  attack,  and^wbo  cannot 
miftaket)r  overlook  the  natural  and  nece(raryeffe6ts  of  \  fo  revoU- 
.  lAg  ameafure  ;  effe^.  which  it  ^will  be  called  fedition  to  date,  by 
thoie  who  feel  no  compundion  in  producing  them. 

But  if  the.  times  be -inopportune,  fee  whether  the  means  are 
not  fuitably  incon;pr4iou8  to  the.  end  propofed.  The  pretended 
obje^  is  to  melt  two  nations  into  one  people  by  a  meafure  found* 
ed  upon  their  freeconeurreitce,  and  carried  by  .the  ^ninflaenced 
voice  of  their  Parliaments.  How  does  the  Minider  proceed  In 
this  work  of  conciliation  ?  he  paffes  by  the  people  as  live  duck, 
appurteoanttOi  their  Conftitut  ion— *m.e  re  lumber^^to  ^be  included 
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|>crhaps  in  a  fd^iedule  annexed  to  the  i^ed  of  conveyancer 
Brandt  as  Traitonand  Rejbels  all  who  ptefame  to  deny  the  felf- 
competency  of  Parliaohent  to  carry  this  tremendous  innovation. 

But  18  the  Parliament  to  which  he  thus  primarily  and  exclu* 
&vely  rcforts,  left  to  nxerciie  an  unbiafled  Judgment  ?  I  (hall  not 
dwell  upon  this  odious  fubjed— I  (hall  not  compare  the  Black 
Lift  with  the  Red  Book,  or  enumerate  thofe  who  loil  or  thole 
who  gained  offices;  or  ftate  their  ^imes  or  their  merits — 1  (hall  not 
anticipate- thofe  poilhumous  funeral  honours  which  await  fome  who 
have  undertaken  for  the  extindion  of  the  Couftitution  of  their 
country,  if  they  (hall  fucceed  in  their  pious  hboursy  or  allude  to 
the  Phctaix  Judges  who  are  to  fpring  out  of  the  a(hesof  t,he  Iri(h 
Legillature — I  do  nqt  like  even  to  think  upon  thofe  deluded  men^ 
who  forgot  they  had^  a  country,  probably  becau(e  they .  thought 
their  country  would  not  furvive  to  remember  them.  I  turn  to  a 
more  grateful  fubje£l — ^the  virtue  of  this  Houfe  triumphed  over 
the  Mini fter,  and  refuted  tbe  calumnies  which  were  levelled  even 
more  at  your  exiftence  than  your  fame — the  me^dure  -  was  defeated 
•«— traaquillity  was  ceftored,  and  what  if  poifible  was  better,  thi* 
Houfe  was  raiftd  in  the  public  cftimation,  and  .endeared  to  the 
heart  of  every  honed  Irifhman— >-thi8  was  a  confummation  devout- 
ly to  be  wi(hed«— ^this  was  an  accidedtal  good  lowing  from  ^  the 
mifcarriage  of  a  bad  meafure,  at  which  a  wife  Minifter  w6uld  have< 
exulted,  and  upon  which  he  might  have  improved.*^— What  ^at 
the  condu<5i  of  the  Minifter  I  he  fuddenly  changes,  if  not  his  prin- 
ciples, his  pradice — he  appeals  from  the  r^aSory  iompetenct  of 
Parliament,  to  the  derided  fi)verngnty  of  the  people— the  people 
skecame  every  thing-^the  Pariiament  nothings-compared  with  him^ 
Tom  Paine  dty indies  into  ao  Ariftocrat — can  it  be  credited  in 
Europe,,' can  it  be  credited  by  pofterity  ?  that  the  Minifter  who 
,lias  lavi&edlbmuch-treafure  and  blood  in  combating  republican 
principles  in  France ;  to  whofe  mind  jacobinifm  is  a  eompendiam 
of  every  crime,  who  cannot  hear  the  phyiical  ftrength  of  a  country 
mentioiied  without  horror — ^tbat  this  Mini(ler  (hould  dive  into 
cclTars  and  climb  into  garrets,  to  folicit  plebeian  lignatures  againft 
the  ancient  Conftitution  of  Ireland— that  he  (hould  fet  on  root  a 
J9oIl  of  the  populace  of  Ireland  again  ft  its  Conftitution— ^hat  be 
(hould  blacken  the  columns  of  the  fGrovernment  prints  with  the 
names  of  day  labourers  of  the  loweft  defcription,  attefting  in  .  fa- 
vour of  hib  yacobtnical  Innovation. 

What  has  bfen  the  refult  of  this  frantic  canvas,  which  the  loyal 
men  of  Ireland  wb6  put  down  the  rebellion,  contemplated  in  fi- 
lent  angui(h,  vntil  they  were  forced  into  exertion  i  Has  the  Mi* 
nifter  in  fact  and  in  truth  entitled  himfelf  to  fay  that  we  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  People  are  called  uporr  by  their  voice  to  fub- 
mit  to  htm  ?  quite  the  rever(e,  A  loud  and  univerfal  outcry  ifFuea 
ixom  every  quarter  of  Ireland  againft  tl^s  dccefied  meafure  i  the. 
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City  of  Dubliiiy  the  Uriivcrfity,   the  CountiethT^he  property—    . 
the  populacyy  and  talents  of  the  nation— all  rpLvksp  and  aU  religi^ 
ons  are  united  in  one  grand  and  irrefiftibk. confederacy  agalnft  it^ 
The  public  fentimenl  can  no  losger  be  falfifyed — ^it  fo^-ces  itfelf 
Upon  the  fenfes  of  every  man  who  caa  fee  or  hear.     No  naan  can  ^ 
ftir  out  of  the  f  ale  of  the  Cqfile^lio  man  can  travel  through  any. 
quarter  of  Ireland  without  reading  it,  in  the  auxioup  conflid  of 
pafiioaaand  feelings^  depicted   in  every  countenance  he  meets.-7>  . 
TheCe  are  folcmn  moral  manifeftations  of  the  a£tive  fentiment  of  a 
nation* — Thefe  are  awful  warningu  which  the  benignity  of  Pro- 
vidence interpofed  between 'the  ra(h  projedsof  Minifters,  and  the 
irretrievable  mifchief.     May  God' avert  tbe^wm^and  fave  ^e  Nam 

iSOM^  *  ■ 

Mr*  £dgb WORTH — Sir,  a-  maa  who  is   totally    u&conne&e^'^ 
with  thia  Houfe»  rifes  to  deliver  his  opinions  under  a  very^on- 
fideraUe  difadvantage— he  is  certain  that  his  errors  will  oseet 
with  no  indulgence,  and  that  whatever  tie  may  fay  favourable  to 
the  opsnioDs  of  any  defcriptio&  of  gendemien  in  this  Houfe,  will 
obtain  him  but  a,  (lender  flyire  of  their  fupport,  as  it  itf  not    * 
a4vanced  to  ilFengthen  their  party.     Hit  motives>  aUb  are  fome« 
times-  fttlpe^d^-he  is  fuppofed  to  wait  for  teruM  on^  the  one  fidci^ 
or  to  fear  lofs  of  popularity  on^  the  other.     I  have,  Er,  notwith* 
ftandtng  thefe  difcouragement»,  fteadily  abilained  from  deciding 
upon  this  fubje6i,  till  I  had  heard  the  terms  of  Union,  which 
were  to  be  laid  befpre  this  Parliaii^ent.  At  the  commencement  of  ^ 
the  laft  feffion,  I  declared  myfelf  in  general^  difpofcd  to  a  L.egif-; 
ktive  Union  with  Great  Britain;,  but  I  at. the  lame  time  voted    -' 
a^ind  the  immediate  adc^tioa  of  the  meafure  ;  I  wiihed  that  it 
(hould  be  bid  befoce  the  people  of  tbia  counti^,  for  their  cool  and 
difpaffionate  injvefti^tion,  and  I  at  the  fame  time  declared  that  I. 
sever  vvoul4  concur  ia  forcing  it  upon  the  people,  by  mere  Par*., 
liamentary  'majorities.  .  1  trufted  that  whea  the  -firlit  feelings  of 
,  national  pride  had  fubfidcd,   the  good  fenfe  of  the  Nation  would 
adopt  the  meafure  if  it  appeased  deddediy  beneficial.     I  waited 
patiently  till  the  terms  of  the^  meafure  came  before  the^Houfe*.- 
and  t  was  confcioua^  that  I  might  truft  myfelf  till  that  moment 
^  ihould  arrive,  as  I  had  no  ambition  tagratify  oa  the  one  fide,  and., 
as  I  knevv  how  to  appreciate  the  value  pf  tempoYary  popularity^ 
(^  the  other.     Not  even  you  &r^  to  whom  I  have  always  looked, 
up  with  the  higheft  deference  and   rcfpe&,  could  .predidt  the  ~  - 
Bunner  in  which  I  (hall  give  my  vote  on  the'  prefent  queflion. ; 
&>r  fir,  it  was  not  decided  when  I  came  within  thefe  vralls.. 

-  At  tlus.late  hour  in  the  morning,  I  will  not  detain  the  Houfe.  . 
long  upoii  thole  points,  which  have  sdready  been  fo  ably  and  fa 
amply  difcuffisd^  but  I  ihall  endeavour  to  mention  a  few  idea» 
that  have  not  yet  been  laid  before  you,  and  I  (hall  hope  for  the 
indulgence  of  the  Houfeik  not  from  any  expe&uipn  which  they; 
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•canr  have  erf"  hearkig  eloquence  from  toy  lips,  nor  orha?kig  any  of 
-ihtir  paiii^ns  move<;i  by  what  Khali  fay^  but  frooi  my  being  .con-> 
tent  to  addtrfs  myfelf  tu  your  fobcr  reafon ;  I  lea^e  to  gentlemen  of 
fuperior  attammeuts,  'all  '^  the  poinp,  pride,  and  circumftance*^ 
of  Parliamentary  warfare,  which  makes  ambition  ri ntuc .-'-»— Sir>  tt 
IB  urged,  that  this  meafure  is  an  innovaFtlon  |  if  it  is  hurtful,  reject  it^ 
but  if  it  be  beueficial,  do  not  refifti  niefdy  becaufe  it  is  an  iniEK>-> 
Yaiion.  Was  not  the  RefttrmatioA  as  inimfatioa  ?  W^s  li^t 
the  glorious  Revolution  which  {^ti^d  the  prefetft  iMtlj  upon  the 
Throne,. an  imiovatton?  Was  AOt  the  O^onitl  btli  an  innova- 
tion ^  Was  not  the  fettlement  of  ijBty  tn  innofation?  And 
fuFcly  it  will  be  -al)owe4  that  this  \fr3#  a  beneficial  innotattoo.-^ 
Muph  commercial  advantage  has  certainly  arifen  to  this  country» 
from' the  arraixgemeht  of  82,  and  I  agree  entirely  In  the  opinion 
that  it  was  intended  to  be  final,  ^nd.  no  Jtfuitical,  mental  refer- 
«ation  could  make  it  otherwife.  But  finatsFS  ^t  wtts  meant  to-be 
It  wa»  fat  from  pcrfedl.  The  power,  the  W^im^  power, -for 
fCich  X  am  taught  to  fay  of  the  Irilh  Parliament,  did  not  prevent 
the  late  rebellion,.  Notwithdandtng  the  admirable  vigilance  4md*. 
lofakyof  the  members  of  thc.Houlc,  did^^ot  the  fafety  oftbts 
CQiMtry  depend  upon  the  compun^ion  of  a  (ingle  individual*— • 

*•  What  once  was  called  a  bleflhig,  now  is  wijt, 
•*  And  God's  good  Providence  a  lucky  hit/' 

But  allowing  to  the- Settlement  of  17829  all  the  extent  of 
advantage  which  is  attributed  to  it,  was  not  that  Settlement 
nade  by  Parliament  f  Who  can  then  doubt  the-  compet«ney  of 
Parliament  to  make  changes  in  the  Legiflature  of  the  'kingdom^ 
when  the  Whole  oonftitution  of  Parliament  was  changed  by  that 
very  Settlement  ?  If  that  Parliament  was  authorized  ta  make 
an  agr^mcnt  ufeful  to  Ireland,  fo  mud  the  preient  Parli»- 
ment.^Some  gentlemen  lyill  reply  that  Parliament  may  nego* 
eiate  for  what  maybe  advantageous,*  but  cannot  fur  render  the 
rights  or  liberties  of  the  people  ;  to  this,  - 1  entirely  aceede  |> 
and'  here  lies  the  fallacy  of  the  argument  againft  the  competencyr. 
of  the  Parliament  :  It  is  firft  afFumed  that  an  Union  is  a  derelic-: 
/tioD  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  then  it  is  aflbrted 
that  Parliament  is  incompetent  to  loake  fujph  a  furrender — ^provis 
the.  firft  pofition,  and  the*  concluiipn  muft  follow ;  but  do  hot , 
attempt  to  prove  it  by  faying  that  any  deviation  from  the  Settle- 
ment of -82,  is  impoilible  ;  our  Parliament  furely,  has  not  loft 
the  power  of  doing  good,  nor  the  power  of  dlftin^uiih'ng  good 
fffom  eviK — We  are  fond  of  imrlating  theSritifh  Conilitution  ; 
ours  is  but  an  imptfrfed  imitation  of  it»  but  inftead  of  an  imitati<^n» 
we  may  have  the  original ;  for  the  defers  ol  our  prefent  Conlli^ 
tution,  without  a  Union,  no  remedy  is  immcdiattly  in  our 
^wer  ;  w«  havei  therefore,'  a   right   to  ,  improve   our   preient . 

Conftitutioo, 
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CoAftitiltkMi  hy  tktf  «fca««  !htt  We  WleHin  oqr  pc*i^ef.  by  Men- 
tifyingf  It  wkh  that  of  England.  It  is  faid,  that  lOd  Irim  Meftibers^ 
•ddedfo  fhc  Brftlfti  ParlTament,.  would  tendtr  it  more.  de()en<!ent 
on  the  CVdwm  I  cannot  impticicljr  agree  t6  tTii&  pqfition.  It 
viH,  i  believe,  be  gfanted,  that  the  Mcmbert  chofen  for  counties 
Mid  cities,  are  (he  droft  indepetident^  and  the  lead  liable  to  cof-. 
ruption.  "  There  may  be  exceptions  td  this  rUle  urtdoiubtedly,  b)it 
A9  a  geiefal  principle^  it  mil  be  admit^^d  by  both  nation^. 

Let  W  then  foppo/e  that  there  are  from  80  to  9a  county  and  city 
Members  iflf  the  Irilh  Houfe,  oat  of  30a,  amd  in  the  Britifli  Par-i 
hetmciktf  iS^eotrnty  afipfd  city  Members,  out  of  5^54.     In  the  oht  . 
HfiXrfe,  there    »  not  nearly  a  third — ^in  the  other  Hoofe,  noi 
exc^edinr^  a  thrrd,  compofcd  of  county  or  city  Mcmbefs,  but  iii 

V  tiM  tJhited  Parfitfnftcnt,  the  proportion  -would  be  rhaterially^ 
altered  ;  iirftead  of  thtte  being  one-third  or  three- liirtths  com-' 
fokd  of  cotfflty  atid  city  Mcrttbcrs,  there  would  be  foiir-ninths, 
i^llicll  is  iTtth-er  to  one-hatf  than  lb  one-rbtrd.  It  ^tll  be  i  furthef 
•dntiitage  to  hsive  the  ipO  new  members  frotff  Ireland,  .rather  thafi 
froiiv  EngHffc  countre*,  ^vhcre  eftaWifhei.  fatnilies  would  hare  tod 
great  an  eiicrieaftr  of  rnffnence.  Wonid.  to  God,  the  Englifh 
Mftji-ftcr  wotrfd  fei-zfe  f his  favoufabFe  opportunity  of  making  a  falu- 
fary  re^m  in  Farfeamcnt,  w^fh  the  Icaft'poffible  incon^eorence, 
fcyloppi«^olf  100  Engliih  borough  Members:  there  would  thetl 
fc«'aeo«fidcrab!e  ma^rityofcomrty  and  city  Members  in  the  uniterf 
F^rlranfetrt.  Thw  would  indeed,  fulfil  the  wifhes  of  his  father; 
^  and  he  muft  thus  pour  better  fclood  into  the  ♦cins  of  the  firitiffii 
€Se4ifti^j»ri6n,  whrfft  aw  eq\ial  ^ranti^  of  witat  was  corrupted,  was 
ctraiwa'  owe  by  another  channel. 

We  flVcmId  al'fo  coflfider  tli«e  fupport  which  we  ftonld  receive 
*§mm  the  inlTuenee    in    the  Britiih  Parliament,    of  thdf<^  gen* 

^        dcmen'  of  property,  whom  we  are  fn  the  hafbit   of  rcprobatrng. 
as  a^fen tees.— Will  the  nwne  of  afefentee  prevent  a  man  from 
attending  to   the  interefts  of  his  owti   property,  though  it  be 
dmded' n-om*  hint  by  10  or  io  leagues  of  fea  ? — It  is  not  roat^r 
ofimiett  aft^nirtttrtetit:,  tfi-at  c^nce  gentlemen  who  have  property  in 
botlt  eaufit'rletr,  ffrould'  -prefer  a  country  where  that  property  is, 
ftcuve^.  to   tMs  country,    where  every  breeae  (hakes  us  Jike  5^* 
tempelt. — '1  make  no  dbubt  that  fecurity  would  induce  many  who 
have  not  hitherto' come  amongff  irt,  tgr  temporary  refidencc,  with  a 
view  fa  improve;  their  c(fetes  in  Ireland,  and  when  once  the  coun-  . 
try  48  in  a  ftate  of  permanent  fecurity,   may  it   not  be  eapefted ' 
that  younger  branches  of  opulent  fanrilies  may  rcprefent  them  in 
this  couatry,  tomjmage,  antf  perhaps  roiiihcnt  their  family  eftateu. 
But  let  me  not  be  mifunderft'ood  ;  I  do  not  vvilh  to  curtail  the 
inHtoeRCe  of  tlie  crown  ;   too  muth  boroughs,  I  know,  introduce 
ttilenei  into  Parliament : — their  aftivlty^  like  the   wirid^,  impel 
the  veffel'of  tftr Statttf,     Theyare  necel&ry  to  its  motion,  though' 
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fometimos  they  burft  out  in  tempefts,  and  hurncda^s ;  iii  fuck 
noomentsV  the  weight  of  landed  property  isthe  ballaft  which  pre- 
vents the  vcffcl  from  overfettipg.— -I  am  far  from  wiThrog  to 
exclude  frona  thtir  juft  fharc  of  Parliamentary  power,  fueh  talents 
as  we  have  lately  feen  difpTayed  in  thi»  Houfe,  and  I  earneftly 
hope,  that  in  the  united  Parliaments  tbey^  may  appear  to  the 
honor  of  their  coiiotry. 

I  ahn  feniible  that  when  I  fpeak  of  the  addition  of'  a  hnndred 
Irifiv  Members  a&  advantageous  to  the  freedom  of  the  United  Par* 
liament,  1  open  a  large  field  to  declamation.  The  Scotch  Mem- 
bers will  be  inftanced  againil  me,  and  I  (hall  be  vreminded  that 
'  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  a4ded  a-.untforrp  weight  to  the  infiu* 
encc  bf  the  Crown.  But  the  Irifhdo  not,  like- the  Scotch,  habU 
tually  ufiite  for  their  co.mmon  intereft,*  wl^n  they  arc  out  bf  their, 
own  country.  I«  this  propcnfity  attributed  to  the  Irift  ?  Ott 
the  contrary,  are  they  not  continually  reproached  with  ncglc6ling 
in  another  country  the  interefti  of  thofe  whom  they  have  left  be- 
hind them.  It  is  faid  that  the  Iri(h  fight  better  when  abroad, 
than  when  in  their  own  country  ;  perhaps  their  civil  courage  i» 
of  the  fame  nature  as  flieir  military  prowefs,.  and  that,  they  -will 
cot^end  more  ftrenuouily  againfir  miniflerial  encroachment  in  the 
united,  than  they  have- been  ufed  to  do  in  the  feparate  Padiament* 
of  Ireland^  The  f^lendid  examples  of  a  Barr^,.  a  Burkey  and  of 
a  Slieridan,  have  proved  that  Ireland  produces  every  fpecies  of 
genius ;  and  we  fhall,  I  hope,  fend  tp  the  united  Psirliament  at^ 
'  ^  inferior  fpecimeris  of  the  abilitres  of  Irifhrnen. 

.  It  i^  faid  that  your  Reprefentatives.  will  be  at  too  great  a  dif- 
tance  from  controul.  They  will  be  at  a  greater  Alliance,  but- 
ih^  will- be  niore  liable  to  controul ;  for  if  they  take  places,  they 
muff  vacate  their  feats,  and  fome  popular  candidfSf^  %vill  alwayft 
be  at  home  endeavouring  to  fupplant  them.  Diftahce  in  this  cafe 
fjir  from  weakehing.the.  popular  power,  fabvionfly  tcinis  to  weaken- 
the  force  of  ariftocratiic  influence,  in  ele£lIons.. 

It  13  faid  that  a  didant  Parliament  cannot  know  the  local  ad- 
vantages of  plans  of  improvement.  Plans-  of  local  improvement 
which  are  foited  to  our  circumft'ances,  feldom  fail  to  meet  with- 
encouragement,  independent  of  Parliament.  For  inftance»  roads^ 
9re  managj^d  by  grand  juries,  and  canals  will  always  find  compa- 
nies to  carry  them  on^,  where  they  are  advantageous*  In  one 
word,,  diftance  need  never  be  inconvenient,  where  j^roper  means  ef 
conveying  inteU'tgence  arc  eftablifhed. 

It  has  4)een  ably  argued  by  an  honourable 'Member  (Sir  Lau. 
Parfons)  that  the  horrors  of  the  Revolution  in  France  might  have, 
been  prevented,  if  the  French  gentry  and  nobility  had  been  m 
the  habit  of  refiding  upon  their  eftates,  arnd  keeping  up^  a  con- 
nexion with  their  tenantry.  But  there  arc  reafons  why  Ireland 
would  not  be  liable  to  fuifer  ts  France  did  from  the  abfence  of  the 
.    ,  proprietors. 
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^oprictQfs  from  thnr  cftatcs. .  Let  U9  recur  to  our  own  expe* 
•♦icnce— Is  it  thought  that  the  expenditure  of  refident  gentlemen 
ti  of  great  fcrvicc  ?—l  compare  two  neighbouring  countries,  of 
which  I  happen  to  have  the.  moft  intimate  knowledge,  in  one  of 
which  there  are  refident  twenty  or  thirty  gentlemen  df  upwards  of 
soooL  per  annum-;  in  the  otiier  there  do  not  conttantly  relide 
iourg^ntlemea  of'^^that  dcfcription  (yet  I  do  not  fee  that  the  one 
country  *«sceeds  the-  other  four  or  five  times  in  wealth  x)r  indiff-  > 
ttry)— Smith'truly  remarks  that  the  refidence  of  an  opulent  family 
is  fometimes  injurious  to  induftry. — One  manufacturer  is  wortK 
vore'than  twenty  fquires-—!  mean  of  fuch  fquJrcs  as  myfelf.  For- 
merly feme  grim  Baron  retained  in  profiiftr  hospitality  a  number  of 
idle,  dependants — fuch  things  happen  every  day  under  new  names-^ 
1  mean  no  difrefpeA  to- the  body  of  country  fqmres,  of  wbicH  T  am 
one — a  country  fquire  may  be  of  great  ufe  as  an-upright,  itidepen* 
dent  magiftratCy  or  as  an  excellent  farmer — But  for  the  former 
occupation^  government  has  found  fubftitutes  ;  and  that  part  of  a 
country  gentTemari's  utility  is  fuperfedcd.  Hufbandry  is  the  re- 
maining fource  of  utili^,  and  this  will,  I  ifiake  no  tloubt,  become 
a  more  general  occupation,  wiien  gentlemen  of  moderate  fortui^ea; 
by  an  Unios),  (hall  lofe  tbh  fertile  field  of  politital  cultivation^ . 
which  has  hitherto  lain  open  toih^m  in  this  Houfe. — ^Thenthey 
will  naturally  become  improvers  of  their  native  fotl. — What  I  con- 
tend agatnft  is,  the  neceifity  of  having  all  the  opulent  gentry  of  Ire- 
land reiadent.  Qn  the  contrary,  the  parliamentary  vifits  of  a  hundred 
of  our  optilent  gentry  to  England  will  increafe  the  intercourfe  and 
family  connexions  between  the  two  countries  ;  and  from  this  in- 
tercourfe advantages  far  overbalancing  the  evil  of  their  temporary 
abience  npoft  refult.  All  our  improvements  are  introduced  by 
thofe  who  have  been  tcinp&rtiry, j|bfentecs — but  when  we  talk  of 
abfentees,  we  ace  often  governed  bytf^rj^^^^  againft- the  name  | 
and  we  fhouldconiider' that  when  the  two^^/d^fimtries  are  one,  the 
tarm  emtgratiimf  when  we  fpeak  of  the  refidende  'of  the  Irifb  in 
England,  will  be  abfurd.' — There  are  fome  Who  imagine  that 
the  want  of  the  confumptk>n'  of  the  additional  abfentcts  wiH 
^efdt  by  the  grazier  and  the  ploughman.  It  would  not  'turn 
the  balance  in  the  eflimation  of  a  (ingle  hair. 

I  am  willing  to  allow  that  in  this  city  undoubtedly  one  fourqe 
of  traf&ck  will  be  dried  up  }  but  will  not  encreafed  habits  of  par-- 
fimony  and  .attention  to  buline^  balance  the  lofs.— ^Tradefmen 
copy  thoCe  whom  they  ferve.  A  taylor'anda  milliner  are  gene- 
rally extravagant ;  a  wholefale  dealer  generally  provident. — Dob- 
liu,  as  a  commercial  city  will,  in  all  probability,  be  in  twehty 
years  a  richer  city  than  it  could  be  as  the  feat  of  vice  regal  mag- 
niBcence.  The  gentry  Of  the  country  will  be  inclined  more  .to 
€e(;onomy,  when  they  are  not  necelFariiy  aifembled  every  year  in 
Parliament.;  and  from  their  example  perhaps  fimilar  liabus  may 
arlfe  amongft  th^ir  immediate  inferior4.-r-Smith  fays  truly,  .^<  capi- 
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Ul  U  prQ4i;ic(d  mor^  b|r  p^viiiiiiopy  tban  by  iiii||ilrf»''  OcntiiN 
tjl^^n  who  9kre  fonid  of  rtQUvring  iq  pr^jpedeot  ihoiijd  recDlIe^^  tha^ 
{Edinburgh  had  little  trude  befor4l  the  U()i^fi>  9od  tjiift  was  »ferib« 
cd  by  pne  of  the  ablcft  political  writers  of  Scotland  to  that  i^itj't 
ibeing  inhabited  by  Men^ber*  of  Parliament  and  idle  gentry*  fsftetd 
of  being  inhabited  by  induftrioui  men  pi  bufinf:{t.«-*^A  fipo'V 
lar  Qbfetvatiop  he  cqctended  to  France*  The  Parliaa»eiit  to^oft  of 
franpe  were  the  feati  of  idleness  aiid  poverty.  Parliameiiti,  tba*' 
certainly  oradea  of  wifdoin,  have  not,  it  feem»i  the  power  of 

fanfcrrlng  wealth.,  Even  oracle*  theqafelves  bavi^not,  thii  power, 
f  hiftocy  iafgroia  us  truly,  the  people .  and  the  eoiH)tiy  in^  the 
seighbourbood  even  of  the  famoifs  oracle  of  I^dona  were  corred* 
cd  in  the  extreme. 

But  to  b<c  ferious,  I  have  no  doifbt  that  Dublin  will  gain  14 
trade  what  (he,  lofeg  by  the  rcfidence  of  the  Pjirliament-^^-at  tl) 
'^venta  Dublin t  though  a  gre.at,  is  not  our  qply  objejft.  If  the 
.country  flQurifhea>  wealth  may  jSu^uate  from  one  fea  port  toao** 
other,  without  creating  any  alarrp  to  the  real  poII(rciai|»    Whilft 

.fhe  ftifoam  of  cbmmeroe  ^ows  throi^h  the  iAfind,  the  I»egiilatQT 
peed  not  b$  difquietedby  thj?  ihifting  of  the  golden,  f«indi» 

But,  Sir,  an  Uhion  needliot  be  reforted  to  for  |he  improve* 
ipent  bf  ovr  coQAiberce.  (Here  the  .  oppo^tion  cried  hear  him* 
I^ear  him]H*I  repeat  it,  gir,  an  Uniop  need  no^-  be*  teforted  tp 
Jpr  the  improvemenjt  of  9ur  commerce,-*-!  am  glad*  &ir»  that  | 
have  been  able  to  obtain  the  attcntioi^  ofthia  fide.of  tbeHoufes 
\  perceive  mapy  gentlemen  awakct  who  were  juft  now  aflcep-«* 
I  kno\V9  iSir,  that  my  argum^ta  ara  of  little  weight ;  hot  my 
yote  is  of  Tome  confeqatp^«*<«and,  aa  I  do  oot  wiib  to  ddbm 
ai^y  4augerou8  pa£^ons,  I  may  be  allow^  to.endfavoiifef^  -by  the 
ftimulusof  cufiofity,  to  cauh   rt*«^a(tt«iiMo»  of  the   Houfe.'— 

.  And  upw.  Sir,  I  mttft  eoAtiiisur  tcT  tooeb  ^upon  the  true  canfe 
pf  that  n^eeility  which  ^s  upon  us  (w  fi?«ie  ftrong  i9eaf»rea  to 
'Veftprc  u*v  to  fecurtty.-" Religious  diifentioos  are.  the  r«al  cwife 
of  all  our  evils  ;  gentleaien  are  afraid  to  bou^  upon  thi^fa^e^  ; 
1»ut;  when  affairs  are  in  abad  f^tuation,  that  fitiiatioo.  mufi  be  looked 
In  the  face— our  \v9un^s  miilft  be  probed,  no^  %9^  torture,  but  to 
heal  them.  I  will  not  enuovevatQ  the  hor|or«<m  «ij(hef  fide-^thcy 
are  not  peculiar  to  r the  yeWr  1641  01:  i79B-!^but  are  necelTary  con* 
£e(;^uences  of  bigotry  arid  fupevftitioa — igneiFaQ(ce  ia  the  oaufe  of 
both*  .Th^  Miniftet^  ia  charged  yidilb  Wibitig  pricft^^a  haift 
iiame  pQ:ay  be  given, to  any  fpeoiea  of  co&4u€ii^-^atfi«g  the  wretdi* 
ed  Roman  Qatholic  pri^fU  fmm  ibrdid  penury  and  ovore  ibnUd. 
^iguorahce'to  fome  ipjeci^a  of  independence,  la  the  wtfcfi^  nKaluft 
Oovermneiit  can  purfue  ;.  had  U  bce^.  purftted  fenea  yean  ago, 
there  would  be  no  rebeUion.  Render  pfi^A  t<^taHy  independent 
of  their  miferablc^cks,  and  tb«y  wiH  not  be.  ohKfed*  Iq  keep 
Jthem  in  ignorance^  ,  The  »eigj>  of  thai  fpccw:$,rf  ^opetyf  which 
wai  injuriQUf  tcb  i^w^J^d^  k  9mM^^l  dtt  IM  «>&  ti  .'fatesJi;  of  t^ht 
"••-    -     *'   .•■•'•  '■'  '  '■      •    Papiftf 
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F<ittiU  of  the  ftre&nt  da5! ;  but  tbepopefy  of  the  preftn't  day  tt  a 
Uon  rol>bed  af  hit  tveth  stiid  cia^va-^it  n^iii  expite  fiom  itn:eflair|r 
cau&s  jn  a  ihort^  timc^f-«ad ■  thcleis  it  is  i^tmulaud,  the  fooner  it 
will  faM  kito:neglci£fc-*4^ti3efunof  reafoa  has  re-afcrndrd  too  higk 
t»  be  fullotveil  by  th^  mifts  of  igtoorancc  ;  let  it  ihtoe  on  Ireland, 
and  Popery  is  no  more. 

.   Sir^  in  a  date  iif  healthy  ftriik  adhcretice  to  any  rule  is  fiotite* 
ceflary  ;  mankind  is  nourifhedby  various  aliments,  and  can  acquire 
{labita  of  affimibititig  tiie  moft  oppoftte  roodea-of  life  ;  but  when 
indtvidaala  or  ftates  beoome  difeafed,  they  muft  fubmit  to  iiri^ 
iegttt)ea«     Could  it  be  poifible  to  allay  reiigipus  fpuds^  Ir«lfind 
Would  notmcccde  tJO«  nor  would  England  prcis  an  Union;  but  ic 
M  impoifiblc.     Lafft  fcflion  convinced  me  tbat  the  acrimony  which 
rankled  in  mens-'  oninds  has  not  fubfidcd.    I  dcr  not  wcaklyimagine 
that  a  RoQ  of  ParlfaBu:iit,  cdkd  the  ad  of  Unioni  will  at  at  pnccy 
tU^y  this  fury  %.  or  that  it  will  have  the  potyer  of  a  chartn  or  talifo 
man  :  no  iir>  but  the  fcrce  of  England  is  wanted  to  reftrain  the 
violence  of  party,  and  to  give  time  for  the  revival  of  better  pafitont 
— !-to  give  time  for  the  effeds  of  knowledge  and  of  encrealin^  p^«  > 
pcrty.     Without  knowledge  and  property,  a  Legiflator' 1iere>  or  , 
ja  LcgiHator   there,  has  nothing  to  ad  upon.     How  many,  iir^ 
^f  the.  adfl  on  your  table  are  a  dead  letter  ?-^It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  ads  of  Parliament,  fiiddenly  to  reform  or  enlighten  a 
nation.  It  ts  faid  that  this  mull  be  a  military  government  for  many 
jears— ^this  i&  a  %vretched  neceffity^^-^to  lay^  it  to  the  faidtof  any 
govemment^  any  Parliament  or   any  party  is  equally  idle.     It 
anies  from  the  cincumftances  of  the  timeSi  and  of  the  coixitry  9 
circiim dances  which  cannot  be  inftanrancouily  changed.     We  hav« 
not  been  able  to  keep  tbc' peace  amongli    ourfelves;  we  h&ve 
called  in  England  to.  oor  aid;  to  fettle  our  dotneftic  quarrels.*^ 
When  the  horfe  in  Ips  quarrel  with  the  boar,  called  in  the  man  to 
his  affi(Unee»  the  horle  was  ever  afterwards  obliged  to  ^bmit  to 
the  bridle*— >i>Sir,  dependence  was  ever  tn  proportion  to  protedictn« 
So   long  as  the  property  of  this  country  requires  proledicm  from 
Great  Britain,  we  caimot  be  independent  ^  -we  mutl  either  become 
united  amongCk  ourfelves,  or  legiflativeiy  united  |o  Great  Britain., 
.  If  ever  there  was  a  moment  when  Ireland  could  call  berfclf  tnde-» 
ptfadenl',  it  was  when  the  Waflitagtoti  of  Irelansd  d^^cded  round 
bim  the  propesty  and  virtue  of  Ireland,  when  ythe  influence  of 
:  his  eaaltod  ehnri^er  onitcd.att  partieS'^ulkd  to  deep  the  fury  of 
religious  diiieinion*^org3ve  the  neg^ed  of  England — ^and  bid 
deduce  to^  the  power  of  France.     At  that  tnoment,  if  inde- 
pendence   were    really   defirable,    which    I  am  very  far   fron> 
thinking,  perhaps  it  might  have  been  obtained^     An  armed  ne|)w 
irralijty  nsight  hate  proteded  the  commerce  of  all  the  wor!d.-l. 
.  Tbe.vak&of  the  Englifh  havy  equipped  for  fea^  does  dot  much    '    ' 
jCaccedjUMT  ile|it  which  Irdand  h«s  iiteoited -ince  that  period.— 
^nt^  £r,  |1n»  Ugh^btH^iAg  phfofr  of  iodependeiicc  is  not  worth 
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the  confideratton  or  a  moment.     The  two  Iflands  are  mutuallf 
depcndent-^fo  ^re  the  earth  and  moon :;  they  mutually-  regulate 
and  enlighten  each  other ;  but>  iir,  they  move  sound  one  com-  - 
ttop  centre  of  ^ravity^  which  is  extraneous  to  both  of  them. 

It  i&  aiked  how  an  Union  will  ipromnte  a  better  fpirit  betwejCB 
the  contending  parties  in  this  kingdom  ;  I  will  tell  you  how  it  is  . 
— By  fliutting  out  all  hope  ^f  fuprcmacy  on  the  one  hand,  .and 
by  aUaying  aff  fear  of  it  on  the  other. 

A  pamphlet  which  appeared  af'the  Gommenoement  of  laft  fef> 
£ony  has  been  ridiculed  and  vilified  for  having  promifed  advan-: 
tages  both  to  Catholics  and  Protedants.  The  author  has  been>  ' 
compared  to  an  aftor,  who  fpeaksafide  upon  the  ftage,  afftun^ig 
from  the  courtefy  of  the  theatre,  the  privilege  of  ibcing  heard  ijf' 
tbofe  only,  whom  he  wi files  to  addrefs  4  *on  die  « contrary, 
be  appears  to  me  more  likjC  the  ancient  Chorus  who  told  truths  to 
all  parties,  without  partiaGty  or  difguife.  Sir,  nothing  can  be 
more  true,  than  that  both  partiep  would  gain  ineftimable  advan- 
tages from  any  meafure  that  fhould  prevent,  or  vcven -fmother  their 
internal 'jealonfies,  till  time  ihould  utterly  extiiig'uifh  them. — 
Neither  the  wifdom  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  nor  of  the  Englifli 
Minider,  nor  of  the  joint  Parlianlents,  can  allay  religious  aniniofity^ 
We  rotift  wait  for  an  encreafe  of  knowledge.  All  that  can  be 
done  by  human  wifdom,  is  to  prevent  a£iual  warfare.  ^  When  the  . 
feeling  of  real  injury,  and  the  language  of  provocation  and  defi- 
ance ceafes,  reafon  will  refume  its  feat^  time  and  the  view  of 
what  pafitfs  in  the  reft  of  the  world;  newpurfuits;  good  example  . 
afid  good .  education,  will  carry  ofif,  or  prewnt  the  peccant  hii« 
mours  ^hat  difeafe  lihc  country-  -  ,  ' 

Dutingx)ur  own  time,  fir,  all  ,we  qui  hope  for — and  4S  it  Jrt- 
tlc  ?•  All  we  can' hope  for  is  fecurjtT — the  firft  obje6l,  the  great 
end  of , every  focial  compad.  To  cempenfate  all  the  enjbyments 
of  uncontrouled  liberty,  all  the  natural  pridcof  perfe£l  independ- 
ence, civilized  man  accepts  publick^proted-ion,  as  a  pledge  for 
private  fecurity ;  ^without  it,  vf€  may  iiope  in  ^aini  to  enjoy  that « 
fwcet  peace  vth\c\\  pack  fay;^  ",  the  good  man  bofoms  ever." 

Sir,  without  an  armed  ibrce  at  their  command,  whea  the  re- 
bellion is  put  down,  when'  inVafion  is  as  little  to  be  apprehended  . 
as  at  any  nITIment  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war  the 
pod  cannot  travel  without  a  guard,  and  ho  gentleman  who  refides 
in  the-country,  .can  go  to  deep*  without  examining  the  mady  b^s 
and  bolts , which  4ie  has  provided  iH^zxicA\i\^^-'neigbbours. 

This  is  a  date  of  life  which  cannot  long  be  endured.  The 
Englifh  Mi nider. cheers  .us  with  .the  fmiling  hope  of  being  able  to 
continue  ^\\t  war  for  eight  years  longer.  What  man  of  common 
prudence  ivill  be  content  to  live  in  prifon  for  eight  years,  to 
obtain  doubtful  advantages  for  his  poderity.  If  an  Union  can 
keep  down  religious  difcord,  we  may  be  upon  a  footing  with 
'^reat  Britain — ^we.can  bear  with  them  the  burthen  of  a-forjeiga 
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war,  when  we  are  delivered  from  the  apprehenfion  of  aK>fee(lic 
enemies^ 

Butf  fir^  whilft  I  thus  give  my  ientimei^ts  in  favour  of  an 
UnioDy  they  are  far  from  being  in  favour  of  the,  plsln  of  Union , 
^ow  laid  befose  us. — Unlefs  an  Union  leaves  nothing  behind  it 
which  can  become  a:  ground  of  jealoufy,  or  altercation,  we  had 
better  remain  as  we  are  at  prefenL  To  (Irengthen  the  two-  coun- 
tries by  an  Unidn>  their  intere(b  muft  be  completely  identified-^ 
their  debts,  taxes,  commercial  advantages  and  reftraints,  their 
current  coin,  every  thing  which  can  be  the  obje&  of^  LegiiSative 
exertioa^  mud  be  upon  a  perfe£k  footing  of  equality. 

I  know,  fir,  that  a  Mimfter  could  not  at  once  venture  to  pro- 
popofe  (iich  a-,  bold  and  fweeping  raeafure  y — ^but,  fir,  he  talks  to^ 
yoi»  pf  our  beihg  eqw^  to  fuch'  a  fituation,  in  fifteen  or  twenty 
years.. 

The  debt  of  England,  tlie  noble  Lord  has  ftated,  as  bearing  at 
ihe  commencement. of  the  war,  a  proportion  to  the  debt  of  Ire- 
land, as  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one-p-at  prefent,  as  thirteen 
to  one — ^he  therefore  jufUy  concludes,  that  in  a  fliort  time,  the 
xlebt  of  the  two  kingdoms  mud  l)e  exa6tly  proportioned  to  their 
relative  ftrength,  riches^  and  population.  He  might  put  this  in  a 
much  ftronger  light— rin  ten  years  fince  1 79^»^  period  partly  of^ 
peace  and  partly  of  war  \  the  debt'  of  Ireland  has  encreafed  in  a- 
decuple  proportion— in  ten  yeara  more,  were  our  debt  to^ follow, 
the  fame  proportion,  vit  would  amount  to  t\vo  hundred  millions^ 
aad  in  twenty  to  two  thoufand  millions.— There  muH  therefore,., 
fir,  be  fome  fallacy  in  the  common  modes  of  calculations  upon  < 
thefe  fubje6ks ;  direfl  indu6kioa^  in  finance,  frequently  leads'  to  ab- 
furdity.  In  fa£l,  fir,  thofe  wjio  are  in>the  lead  converAint  with 
fttbje(^  of  this  nature,.  nHid  perceive,  that  if  the  debt  of  England 
were  inflantly  extinguifhed^  it  would  create  univerfa^  bankruptcy 
and  corifufion.  Sir,  a  fudden- and  violent  increafe  of  prefiure 
frojn  the  atmofphere,  would  crufh  us  to  pieces,  and  were  its  pre- 
fent preiTure  fuddenly  removed,  we  (hould  burd  afunder  from 
internal  expanfion  ;  but^  fir,  if  a  fair  Uniocv  bet-ween  the  coun* 
tries  can  ever  be  eftabli(hed,  it  mud  be  upon  fuch  terms  as  leave 
no  tenaptation  on  the  one  {yA'i.^  and  no  fufpicion  on  the  other. 

Upon  any  other  occa(ion  I  would  fpare  myfelf  the  mortification 
whieh  neceuarily  attends  what  is  thought  to  be  a  paradox  •;  but 
I  will,  however,  venture  to  alTert,  that  this  country  at  prdent, 
a^ually  pays  a  very  large  (hare  of  the  national  debt  of  Great  ^ri-  > 
tain,  and  I  will  go  farther,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
ftating  publicly:  what  cannot  long  continue  paradoxical.  The 
debt  of  England  gradually  ceafes  to  be  a  burthen,  aud  after  cer-^ 
tain  periods  cftime^  every  addition  to  it  becomes  merely  numdricaU 
and  encumbers  neither  the  exertion  of  the  date  nor  the  indudry  pF 
individuals*  .    . 

.':.  '  '-  •        _  Sir      • 
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Sir  W.  t)«v«nant  an  Sh^  WtUiam'a  ttnc^  wkh  «U  die  cntfi0» 

fiafm  not  of  .a  common  prophet,  but  of  a  calculating  propb<t» 
fixed ^thc  pcecil«  f\ia  ol  ttztdoini  dcb<,  ai  VrHtcH  bankivptc;^  niuft 
cfti'ue.  McMky  fiiblcqiteErt  propbctft  hsive  bee*  e9atl^  mlAaicco^ 
tnd  I  believr^  that  OMfA  Lftvd  Noikh  wliea  funcied  npcRi  the  ioB* 
jtd:»  was.  eompcikd  to  fix  five  hvodred  mfifeiD«»  aa^mk  aaioufit  be- 
yond whreh  there  waa  no  pofIibiltt}r  of  vphckHng-  att^ki,  \  faiy 
£ve  hotidred  mtUioo,.  bnt  I  sm  rather  iBcKned  to  think  it.wm  bat 
foil**  ^  .  ' 

This  t&  Dot  a  tin»e».  fir^  to  en^c r  ii>t»  <lifc«fioiiA  of  thn  forty  hut 
xn  juflicejo  myfelf^  I  h»vje  hAn\f  mentioned  the  geoeval  opmoMy 
tt^on  which  I  fottnd  my  afiifrtion,  that  perfit^k  equsJtty  dS  every 
£>rt  Biaft  ^ub&d  before  a  joft.  Uatofi  cait  he  eftabKflied. 

I  fliall  takj&ttp„  lis,  httt  a.  very  few  rnooieat0aBa^o£ye«r.tiaK|i 
in  (iating  hovt  fai'  the  general  confent  of  the  nation  fhould  be  oss^ 
Mered,  in  hriogia^  thta  nseaCure  tp  a  conc^iduiR.    ^■ 

I  haflc  &vnKirly  •  hid  it  dnwn  as  a.pritte»ple,  that  thcte  snre  t«0^ 
itK  of  majoeities  }»  thefic  countriea^  where  oor  CewvftitUkivnt 
are  founded  upon  repreieiUacion.     WbcreviKr  thefe  couictcSe,  theme 
can  be  rd  dnubt  aa  to*  the  fenfe  of  the  nafeion.     NuirtNfVfr  wielwut? 
property  At(»ild«  tat  fione  few  oa£et»  be  chieiy  kofced  to,  as  Sur 
inftance^  ia  a,  pdil  tax — fa  mors  cafn,  the  preMxicleraitnig  weighr 
of  prQ|iert]r  ^aid  decide  ;  but  where  the  wei|»ht  of  f  referty  v» 
nearlj.  balanced,  there  it  appears  to   me^  that-  the  mapcity  qC> 
Numbers  fcattbi  he^  tbronrn  into  the  feale  to  tnrti  the  heaou-  .  1 
(ayv  vhere  peof>evty  oi>  either  iide,  ia  nearly*  balanced^  Nuntbci^w- 
(honid  be  ta^n  rnta  caniiderasion  r— »biil  where  the  deeidad  fenfe 
of  the  people  cao  he  afcertaiaedv  i  bold  ie  to  be  the  diity  of  a 
tcn6ee>  toahHain  &om  any  deinitiye  treaty  that  m  eontpary  to* 
their  opiAton,     IF  tlie  meafnve  appears-  to  hioi  ufe&d  or  DeceiTary,.* 
let  him.  yieid  for  the  pre&aa  to  the  voice  of  tile  people,  wbici^ 
haa  poeucaHy  been  calhed  the  voioe  of  God  ;  that  is  to  farfy  tahere 
n>u'hok  natioa  raifes  its  Yxytee  agatnit  any  srik  of  Govtmneiit^  k 
raa,y  be  conq)iidcd  that  cotooboii'  feole  decides*  agaMift  it; 

if  1  cQiiki  be  informed  by  aoy  impartial  e«idetice»  or  hjp  oiry 
Qjwra  ohfervation^  th»t  the  common  fente  of  this-kin^^nit  wao 
agaliiiba.JLegiflaftive  Unions  my  ton«ue  navcr^hottld  uctcv  a^f^tti* 
is  itSr  fivioun 

I  fliall  therefbrr,.  fir,  always  hold  ntyfiilF  noihacklect^  and  air' 
libertjr,  upoii  thisfubjed,  and  no  wea^  fear  of  having' m^iCQadttd^ 
cen&ired  aa  unftahle  and  eafily  to  he  tttmed  by  ever}'  wim^  of  duc^ 
teine».  (hall  foi!  a  moment  detenme  froor  gslving  my  ukdntace  didene 
from  their  meafnre,  if  any- of  the  termsy  or  'i  »  neiv  vfeW  of  the 
whole  of;  the  &ibJRE^  fhould  aker  my  opiiiioit.-.-^To  feme  gentle- 
methf  thia  dedaraciun  may  appear  esqtraor denary — they  msf  have  • 
found  by,  experienet  that  a  man  mulb  joiO'  a  part}y>  if  hrmeaov 
either  to  obtain   pre-eminence  or ,  to.  ferve  his  count ry-*-aQd<  1  > 
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l^intt  tfiit  xd  be  true  ir  ordinary  cafes^  t>ut  in  ah  extretiic;  cafe 
like  the  prcfent^  ordinary  maidms  of  prudence  norufl:  bt  laid  afide. 
I  am  here  contending  fro  aru  et  focU*  It  is  a  c[ue{l:ion  in  Which 
the  fecurity  of  my  property  and  the  deareft  iritcr^fts  of  my  fartiUy 
aire  concerned,  and,  fir,  he  is  no  bad  patriot  who  begins  from  the 
<ientreof  the  fociai  circle,  and  wKo  jgrradUally  extends  hid  views  td 
the  circumflrtiicc.  iVench  phiUnthrbpiiis  follow  the  phantoiti 
of  univerfal  benevolence  as  their  guide,  and  beeotning  ab(lra£i ' 
dtizens,  a^e  neither  hufbands,  fathers,  nbr  childien  ;  they  are  all 
brothers,  without  any  di(lin6Lion  of  priniogeniture.  Now  fir,  ia^ 
thefe  countries,  we  are  contented  to  believe  that  the  ftate,  which 
contains  the  greatefl:  number  of  gbod  hUfbands^  fathers,  chtlclreny 
kndlords^  and  mafters,  will  probably  Contain  the  largeft  brother- 
hood of  good  citizens.  '     '      '. 

'  On  this  occafion,  (ir,  perhaps  the  laft  In  which  my  voic^e  can 
ever  be  heard  in  public,  fhall  not  court  the  proteftion  or  ehcou- 
ragement  of  slny  party.  1  Ihall' be  guided  in  every  ftep  of  this  buft-' 
nefs,  not  by  anyprecoutfeivcd  theory,  but  by  the  praAical  judgment, 
which  I  may  ibrm^from  every  fource  of  iilfotmation  wilhin  aiid 
ivithout  thefe  vialls.  Bitl,  fir,  my  prefent  vote  has  been  determined 
chiefly  by  one  circumftance,  which  renders  it  impoflible  for  me  to 
contribute  to  the  eftablifhment'^of  the  fyftcm  now  propofed  to  us. 
The  ^inifter  has  avowed  that  feventy  boroughs  in  this  kingdom 
lire  faleable  commodltics-^that  he  intends  to  pnrchafe  them  With 
the  public  money,  and  he  openly  tells  you  that  the  price  isjixed^ 
Sir,  when  I  heard  a  Miniftcr  in  England,  in  the  difpiite  Upon  thc^ 
tegency,  avow  that  he  would  not*be  Minifter,  without  havi;^^th« 
Lords  of  the  Bedchamber  at  his  difpofal,  I  was  adotiifhed  at  the 
hardinefs  ,  of  the  afiertion,  bnt  when  we  are  told  that"  Seventy 
boroughs  of  this  kingdom,  whofe  Members  are  now  anpongft  us^ 
txt  to  be  'pu'rchafed  at  15000  a  piece  i  it  is  impoflible  to  collect' 
the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  nation  within  thefe  walls,  Sir,  that  in- 
fluence exifts  inftead  of  pterogative,  we  all  admit ;  but  to  tear  the 
^il  from  the  fhocking  idol  of  corruption,,  and  to  command  us  to 
Worfhip  It  in  all  its^  indecent  and  difgufting  nakednefs,  is  a  fpecfes 
ef  profligacy  that  takes  away  the  zeU  of  i^finement  from  debau- 
jchery.  There  are  aftiohs  which  all  the  wbrld  perform,  but  Democri^ 

tut  alone  defpifed  hisfpecies  fufBciently  to  perform  them  publicly* 
Whilift  this  Corruption, 'is  part  of  tne  propoTallTor  a  Legifla- 
tivc  Union; — I  will  oppose  it  ;  and  till  I  believe  from  my  own 
obfervationjand  my  own  judgment,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  fober  and 
impartial  majority  of  this  nation  is  in  favour  of  the  mjjafure,  not- 
withftanding  my  own  opinion  is  in  favour*  of  an  Union,  I  ihaiU 
vote  againf^  it.  ' 

'  Mr,  'M*Cj*EtLANi>.-^On  t!ie  competency  ot  Parliament  to 
decide  on  the'  queftion  of  Union,  bbferved,  that  it  was  competent 
to  make 'laws  afEsSling  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  fubjcft^  and  to 
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ajKr  o0<j  of  the  br^cji^  of  tfec  C^.p^fti^^tiftn,  It.  wa^  Im^vui  t#j 
capwr^fc  tbc  two  fir  j  of  tk^^Cc  r'rgl^ii  la  U«  ^-'omVptp  ORJ?rVJio!)wi  cr^* 
rj  d^,,  and  mor^  tliai>  ooe  in(^ivpe  li«d  pccurre^  where!?  the  l^fti 
r^t  WA&  ?a^cr^j  ;.  >^hy.  the^,  h^  f ft?4.  wi^nW  it  not  bit  cotop^* 
t<;;dt  to.  49  ^^  9^  Ugifi^ii^  \nc9C|>px^ioD  ^  Tiiif  i^rgHQifeot  of  iiob-. 
competencjr  \va$  r<5^tci  l«a^  U^»»jCc  H  coi^Id  not  on  w\pf.i^iMI^ 
tli»t  tb«  nie^iiire  wa%  noili  n^c^i]^  ^nd.  b€9<l^i4r7-th6  dew^P  .^^^ 

aiift^xice:  ^  it^  ni)¥|  tt^dsr.  tl<r<  tibe  Rao*  M^^pbjtr  went  injio.  •.i^. 
e3|9auaai;M)o,oF  ^e  siTe^tMindcpcfid^V^^^f'  thiol  cppj^txy,  (h^wiog. 
t^e  {aUacio^^rn.oC  tlvp  ide^r  and  prAyJnj-tbc.verjf  reveF.fc fron^ 
iumg.  ^lifb^tbat;  the  lesift^ure  oif  Irel^  ppjQTtafied  Q9  c;<|Qtnwlij^ 
.]>Q)y«r  in  aqL^EqaAtcr  of  im^rial  ^foi:eiga  ^cm^i^o-rthac  whe^ 
Great  Britain  Jed  tbia  country,  fhe.wM  of  ni^qe|K|;y.  .o^ig;e4  tpr 
i^Uowj  ao^lxa  parta|c^  in^  ^It  t;he.cod(eq,penj^s  of  jit^^pe  apd  w^r,' 
wiffaovt  hWRg  w^  jn}i^di4te.aA<t  a4;]^Bowk4ge4  mflt^^  in  th^ 
eQitiicih«^  hf  vfiiok.  /oct  eveiila.  wWe  diredjjdL  Tti«^  hpiwi; w;,, 
wpidd^no longer. be  tbfiC4C9».  if  ^  i^giQj^t,lv^  Unipt^  ^yexf  tat^ 
pJ^iCT— tij^  we  would  hsMte  ^  cQUdO^on  ^n^  pi|rtJQip»ted  |fow«c  oC 
d(tlihel^i(Mi  4iad  deci&OQ  mf!k^  the  Ailcc  cou^tty^^we  wfnld  t;keiv 
h^^ve  the  vii)idii7^of'  (pxercig^qlv  asd  ind^p^odenc^  inftca4  ol  th^ 
filjjr  oiG|c!(^,)r  whjb^aljy{^;io|^oj^n,«ux  pridf;  «i)<lQnr  uodj^iAimAt 
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Mnch mfi%^biihj  gf^snj^m^^  *%,  the  othec (kk  pf  the  Hpu£ft,  o| 
th,^  ffPCtuIaii:  attacbto^eni  tp.  ih^  IrliU  P^vM^p^f^t,^^  bi^t  he  wpyukjl  cojOr- 
Undy  and  in.  th^  fpiWt  of  c^nd<H>.<:  h^  could  i?oil^  c9n;;ra<UA^ 
tl^t  not;wifhfl^^Qg.th«  PViiJijioi^n^  of  Irelj^d  ^djreally  cpnfexr. 
xoifhtnc  im^rtj^nt  bcipc6^..on  the  coqntry«  tbo^  pvMic  confifkn^ 
fi^aifi elbnii)£«d  frpmitt  aq|lthat.thiA.^(lr«;ag!t;me.nt|h4d,beeniinjrq-r 

Sficf^frpm. ^^epp<^  >of.  niftf^  tfi  thp  gr,efcnt  hoyiiR.,  Wh^t  wafij 
„Ui*r^<9a?  bik^U^'  it;  pro/<;fl«;<tQ.  bq  a  diiUnd.  fwjl  whollf  wifW 
fiWnce^  a^  na^g^nal  l<^ifl^t#|K^  and  Yduw4^c.^nM<5r:e4.ti>  .bft 
iuhferxif n^  ^r^i  i^o^i  tp  the  i^t^ireftaof . %i^^»^.  tbM».je^nii| 
cquW,  hpwcycr^  no,  Ipnprcr  exjft  wbfn.tbe.  iiitjuieftii,  of  the  twot 
cQjintricj  cca^fipd  to.be  dlft^nft  an4 fcpjjriajte*  A  fqjawifta  q<  M^ 
gjflataf eo,  naf uraliy  cpoy^edftb^  iide%,Qt,  afejjir^jtj^n.of  intcTfiftf^ 
and.acoauiHrnj^li<upea|»  ?  CQanqo|i.]^9Blejp.  ai^dACom^Km  wisilr 
Woi}W.Qf  nwlUly;  e«jing^i(b.  tbpfe  nnipPii('.ai^dsCO|iiQ^i:pi4<  jf.ar 
Knmi^«.  iieciefldrity  inQi4i:i)t  tQ.th^pr,eknt.fta^  pf  con(\(^xipp  b^uveev^ 
th<;  tw9.cpii^n^lU.         . 

.   Aft  to,  tht;  ^U)s  b«H  noifd^iei^^ii^-  id(;a^  tbat..th(;.  l^^^jc^  oC 

.  Ireland  i».the  motive  ipdu(lH>ft  GreatJ&rit^in^to,  £bsk  th^  furqpqfp^ 

Union,  it  ^siaalraoftj^n  infMH  tQ  an,cnUgh^n«d  a^i^Wyto-offie? 

any  reafens  in  controverfion  of  it»  for  every  candidi  ^^  ftni^tilc; 

nian,aii:ift.ackiiowicdge«  that  eycivii)  fux^hcnmige  p£  /uc^'jio  ^^y 
(hia  country  mpft^  {U|l  he  b^n^fkeds  fiy  it  wqttldr.()e^-  invain  to 
imgo&t  t^<M»,  whf  r.^  tfeq^  wa^  uq]^.  abiljty.  to.moe^  thwt^  ^4.  t|i|^ 
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'  H9t6  tcsk  of  otir  tatati<m  cwM  ovfy  encvi^tc  i^ilK  cKat  of  oitr 
iMHihh  ind  profpentjr— fo  tliat  mn  ioipiitin^  ibc  very  worft  nii». 
tlves  to  d-rt'at  Britain »  the  only  infei-ehce  to  pe  adntittcd  wai^ltit 
bfhet  {>rbfitfiig  bj  the  c6nlick!6i\t  jpfhiiiii  ihe  ih'uil  heart ilv  ^n* 
tribute  to  Our  rii^ies  aiid  profp^nty. ' 

< .  Mr.Ti«MB  (^idhefiouMiat4iiiatriiitdt1it«ldtailor tlie  Ae&i^ 
fcVttCtghl  forvirkKi  iiy  ahe  nofile  iim4»  If  cirer  tkat  viktwSm^mm 
fubmitted  to  a  comfomse*  thm  itoiild  b«  the  pr«p«r  kuk€  M  «B«t 
4idr  tfte  4cUtl,  but  if  ibbat  nrtiluf c  4Ik>i^  •eivr  be  fttbantted  to 

'  %  eMnmlttxe^  ^eh  he  trMfei  «0ii)d4M;  <We  cikf  wtOxtipg  inm' 
tiieftokHiftn^  wmAi  be  peifeGUy  ^inNioiiiayy  i  but  liK^iM^iu^M 
had  faaiidcd  tiuit  meaCbre  tipos  Mrar  fftiiAfiliR«if  t^hicli  he  bvd  not 
jff^ed  aoriftaispted  to  {trove  by  •raainfciity  and  friiidi  affiimf- 
Mad  HFore  «atMy  Uk.  Tbefirft  d|p«tptiiin  of  ebe  noble  JLotd 
waiy  that  the  tapitfioit  of  eke  Nation  iAb-  It  fcv««r  of  the  meafMre  ( 
upon  what  did  lie  feimd  tbiit<ifiti«i|leioii  t  Was  it  lipan  the  dasoft 
>4AiftMiM«itleatfe  af  all  tbecaliacietdMiliradM  ytar  JgaJitft  ttett 
^ealttre^  v»bca..fiHb  n  wit  bi«fi%iit  (mwM  ?  -Or  wa«  It.  vfpoti  iht 
-dtmA  .«MiiinHoiit  feiift  of  tMe  Mie  aaumaa  tt9W  dacfarred  to 
PafliMneot  m  tb«(b  petftioBi  tUt  day  ptefetftedi  or  t^hidi  it  itii 
]ttBttw4iw<pe  Asvt  W^  prrfeitad,  d«pr«fatii%  that  idsafot  ?  4>r. 
'did  be  IMid  has  affirtkHia  vfon  Aik  m'ti&Me  dipiattrres  ^» 
l»hie»d  tf^  diffiereiit  patfta  dariag  fike  ^mnu^r  by  frifud  *nd  by  fc^* 
gfffy  f  If  ta^aas i«a notbH^ia atid itot  urmh  'ftafv'tkfi  Mn  Tf tffie 
Md»  be  moM  pt«^  tint  totMie  re^4lf  tbrfii  Tfe^tohiidnt  fe  kmtii 
bad  beea  fotipsl,  ^at  laT  dndilMNr^  :^«Wiir.ke  >^«rihlf  niil#ke,  tbat  zfi 
¥ff;itariafdf  iiilinbeiMtf Tc.l|M£labte  aMaCi'liad  'bii*a  w'gid*  ^S^^Vitai 
ftirfaiia  bad  p»4teftcd  iii^tbe  p«bticjp«|WN  aj^arfift  the  impuAe^ 
^<M!gef7«9f  ^ntr  iaatey  oa^  sf  lahwK  be  *eaiAlt6ked|  Mr.  Stfvtfgik 
«  geilddbaR  of  praperty  aad  biddH%  In^ff oe  fa  life  Cd^^t^atioir 
df  Waterferd;  tte  Maaaft^  fitt  Mf  r^folduoav^  thM  t>f  tISe 
£9mtf  m  yMA  be  mUnU  tb^  eMUfy  of  Kitk^ay,  nanvhi 
^tare  t«{(B#ted4oibtftiry  to  abe  wifh  ^^r  #nitti«MMs  of  tbe  partto* 
-^If  fo  mmf  teryerici^^odlrradl  t^  Mai,  h  it  proMkk  tim  t^^e^ 
Menber  df  iM^flMfe  idrinM  Aate  aa  Haify  to  t4e  dHr^mkt  pt^- 
^6Mlded  t^fahkioaiF  af  dflfe^eM  parte  <*f  the  cbftmry^^iltitf  ttk^ 
alW  the  aaiiea  fi^aid'  tara  riii|le  pefk«]p«  Mtfaci  t^Ue  n^&tM  <m- 
iMnhnrtbe  arhok ablfiaaditi  Anmor'of  inVafiiftivbydilMiiMhtba 
i09^t  mA  e^eaac;  SM  as  ibuoh  labianif  bad  bito  tft^ir  ^  prt- 
vent  tnaaefr  being  Qga^  ta  tbafe  nitmofm  fb-4t  «e«ld  pH^^ef ,  that 
m  tbkfs  plHPt  tif  ikt  aointrt  be  .tnrti  lilely  'bt^  tbe  cduMy  of 
WkUmr,  emtSlnta,  tedconic,  not  be  bdk<^ed  i^itbtht^  l^now- 

*  tadgf  9  er  «ndcr  dMnfioB  of  tiie  Kobfe   Ijord,  bat  ^crfolis  Hid 

dao(»  lidaa  DilblK  who  iprtad  ^pdm  amioiig  tbe  Fatirtera  Md 

R«wiafi^Catfiolidt^  llHit-Clveif  %nifig  Rnli  ^  peHtbd  wobld  hi?  lobl:^ 

opoa  b^ytbo  gfltarnaMi^  arrebelikm^  aay^  win  be  bad  be^n  m- 
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formedy  ^Ka^t  hdnd-biUa  were  (bewn  %q  the  people*  flatf ng  thit  fud^ 
iigi^atures  would  be  con(idc.red  by  the  government  in  the  fame 
light  as  the  fignatnres  of  Unilcd  Iriflimep-^nay  more,  that  loy4 
perffins  in  that  ippunt^  whql  had  fufiered  fFom  the  rebellion,,  were  / 
afraid  to  fign  fuch  a  {>etition,  tell  (hey  Apuld  be  deprived  of  th< 
compenfation  granted  for  their  loflcs  by  the  Legiilature,  and  he 
eaXkdtspon  the  Ndble  Lord  to  declare,  why  that  compenfatjoii 
liad  beeQ  fo  long  delayed  and  fo  fiowly  advanced,  while  tbofe 
Xoyalift  fufferera  were  many  of  them  ftarvirig? 

Thenesttaflbmplionof  the  Noble  Lord  was,  that  Ireland  coold 
ht  adequately  and  faitly  reprefented  in  an  United  Parliament— 
^ndiipon  that  afiumption  he  builds  al)  the  fectifity  he  intends"  to 
give  Vis  for  thofe  fioancial,  commercial  >  and  caaftitatioDal  advan-* 
ta^es.  which  be  fuppofed  we  were  to?  receive  by  an  Union.     Mr- 
Tighc  then  contended  that?- Ireland  could  Bcvcr  be  adequately  of 
l^iilyreprePenttd  in  »  Parliament  fitting  at  Wcftmirifter: — be- 
caufo  many  dafiks  of  men^  moft  intereiled  and  mod  cbmpetent  ta 
ircpVefeat  the  ^untry  wQidd  be  virtually  or  abfolutely  excluded.- 
Firft  the  whole  body,  th^  mod  refpedable,  wealthy  and  numerous 
bQdy.€>f  preibyteriaus,  would  be  prevented  by  the  operation  of  the 
S^iiifh  tefl:    laws— ra  great  pprtionr  o£  the    independent  country 
gentlemen  of:  Ireland,  the  men  beft  acquainted  with  thecdnntry 
wQidd  be  deterred  by  jmotives  of  ezpence  fn>m  attendance  in  a- 
parliament  >  at  Weilminfter : — the,  meit  moft  able  to  defend  the- 
Conftjtition  ^nd  who  have  indeed  mod  ably  and  powerfully  de^ 
(suded  the    Conllitntion,    the  Lawyers  of  indand,   would  be 
iflcapacit^tedr  from  attendingps-^and  la  ft  ly  the  ,Iriih   Merchant 
wpuld  fcarce  be.  able  to-  leave  his  private  affairs  at  fo  great  a  dif« 
tancsB  evep  to  ferye  his  country  f*<»-he^  muft  leave  the  coimnerciaV 
ifH^ercftspf  J[r^land>  to  the  parental  care  of  the  Bntr(h  trader — 
fo;  that  this  mutilated  reprefeutatioa,  wmtld^  e;:clude  mofi:  of  the. 
landed  interirft,!  all  ihe  legal  knowledge,  and  all   the  comfpettial 
l^nowledge  of  the  kingdom,— that' fuppofing  thofe  dikidvanfa|;e8, 
togethef  witH  thpfeof  number,  were- outweighed  by  the  care  of 
a  parental  Farliamentr  yet  would  the  Sritiih  Conftitution  fuffer  a 
"%vpund  never  to  be  cured,  that  it  was  »  d^drine  held  by  fome  m6<«. 
d^rn  Writers  that  the'' influence  qf  the  Crown  ov<r  the  Houie  of 
ComnioQS  was,  a  aeceff^ry  part  of  the  Conftitutioar ;  that  there- 
fore he  might  be  41II0  Wed  to  fuppofe  that  fach   an  influence  did 
exift ;  that  by  the  (latement   of  the  Noble  Lord  the  fame  civil 
etlablifliment  would  remain  in  Ireland  after  an  Union  ;  that  there-' 
fojc  the  influence  rf  the  Crowp  would  ad  vith  a  threefold  force 
again  ft  the  on^  hundred  reprcfcntativcs  ;-<^that  thefe  reprcfentativct 
wpuld  ftil I  be  njen^    however 'virtuous,  ^nd*h*owcvcr  worthy  to! 
reform  a  BritiJh  Parliament;  but  that  the    whole  patronage  of' 
Ire  and  would  bewtighed  againil '  100  ihflead  of   30©.  yotea-^* 
ngj^Ind  men  alienated  from   their  cpnftkuents,  and  dravrn^  with  a 
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Jiripk  ivipuUc  towai3ls  the  Miniftcr  ;-s-iiayj.'  tlut  Rvca*  to  give 
Ireland,  favour  in  the  eyes  of  a  Mlnidcry  even  to  be  patrjocs,  tbefe 
men  muft 'court. the  Miniiler  pn  all  Britifh  or  Imperial  queftions-*- 
nay  fliould  even  thofe  n»ep  fpjak  of  the  lil^erties  of  Ireland,  thefe 
yiolatorg  of  compa^lsy  'whayt  would  be  the  indignant  reply  of  the 
JSnglifhman  ?  «*  You.  fold  thofe  liberties."  Should  they  fecm  tp 
re'Gft  the  firft  invafion  of  the  treaty  of  ILJnion^  would  pot  the/boncft 
Englilhinan  reply*  **  We  are  pompetent,  v^e  are  as  .competent  to 
**  deftroy  the  treaty  of  itop  ^s  you  were  tp  deftrpy  the  treaty  df 

But  Sir*  I  (hall  condade*  faid  M5  Tigbe  with   laying  that 
had  I  been  one  of  thofe  whom  want  pf  reflexion*  pr  an  indiffe- 
rence for  the  liberties  of  my  counpy*  had  fo  far  millei)  as  at  fir& 
to  have  approved  of  this  meafure*  I  fliould  now  more  th^n  he(i-> 
late  when  I  looked  back  at  once  upon  dl  the  evil  aufpices  und^r 
which  it  has  been  introduced  and  fupported.     Ifbould  lament  thajt , 
tjbe  hopr  of  public  calamity  had  been  chofen  for  the  difctifiion :-— I 
(hou)d  lament  that  it  wag  introduced  in  the  midft  of  a  doubtful 
.  pon^i^t  with   a  deipcrate  enemy:—!  (hould  lament  it  was  intro- 
duced while  the  wounds  of  a  rebellion  were  fre(h  ;  of  a  rebellion 
fomented  by  the  cpnduA  of  that  Britifh  Cabinet*  which  now  picv- 
'  pofea^he  greater  evil  as  the  completion  ol  the  kffer : — Ifhnuld  la- 
ment that  nomeanahadbeen  left  untried  to  obtain  a  falfe  opiaipit 
from  this  Houfe  and  from  this  Nation  {  the  offices  of  the  crown^ 
the  honours  of  the  crown*    prollituted  for  tlie  deftru^ion.  of  the 
ftate ;  the  feats  of  this  Houfe  bartered  for  the  fale  of  the  Coa*- 
^tution  ;  corruption  modified  to  meet  the  fenfe  of  tHe-low,efL  of 
^he  people ;  fignatures  to  addrefles  compelled^  purchafed^  forged  ^ 
the  civil  powers  degraded  into  pander^  ;  the  executive  into  the  pl^ 
•   tiful  tiTifficker  for  fubfcnptions  $  nay*  the  military  aid  called  ia  to 
intercede  for  iignature^;  lifts. were  exhibited  under  powerful  au- 
thority and  the  rebel  procured  indemnity  and  th^.  traitor  oblivion* 
not  by  writing,  but  by  not  flriking  out  his  name  ;  hireling  Prieds 
were  fomc^imi^s  found  willing  to  fell  the  confcience  of  their  flocks^ 
while   looking  lack  perhaps  to  their  former  occupation,  they 
were  rea^y  to  enjoin  >thc  fubfaiption  to  flavery  a$  a  penance  fgr 
nnfucceiTsful  rebellion .;— -{or  thefe  are  men,  who  provided  the  ftat^  - 
IS  deftroyed*  they  care  not  by  what  means  they  aflUl  in  the  deP. 
'    tru^ion» 

:  Mr.  W.  Smit«.  faid,  he  wouki  take  another  opportunity  for 
dilcufiing  the  queftion  of  Union*  in  its  principle  and  itr  details!. 
At  that  late  hour  he  afluried  the  Houfe  he  fhould  not  trefpafs  for 
more  than  £ve  minutes  upon  their  time.  When  he  Rrft  offered 
himfelf  to  the  notice  of  the  Chair*  he  had  merely  rifen  for  the 
purpofe  of  declaring  his  hearty  and  entire  concurrence  in  the 
juft  and  manly  fentiments  expreffed  by  an  Honourable  and 
luftrned  ^ri<:nd  of  his  (Mr^  QrmA)y}y  who  had  fpoken  from  an 

upper 
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mffer  htadti  rm  that .  fide  of  tltt   Hoafe ;  feottmenti   ti^itii 
tiraitke  •  proper  tndignatlmi  «t  the  tntiiier  in  midth  feAe  per- 
iom  hmA  ttioogbt  fit  to  delbite  the  qoeftion.    He  Md  not.  nien, 
lKfaid#  for  the  pnrpofe  of  ^alinj'vpdn  Gentkfnen  tm  the  of^ 
fidetorefento  arguintnt*^  bearofe  he  felt  .that  the  ttiife  t<4iidi 
they  fnpported  im»  too  wetlj;  to  famifh  tfaem  whh  anijr.^   He  hid 
fliot  Ttfeo  with  the  defign  of  edOiig  on  them  to  fltb^fidon  a&itkmi, 
fer  this  vfodd  he  to  defire  them  to  hold  their  toflguei ;   he  hl^l 
rifen  to  reqoeft  that  they  might,  defift  from  fland^iis  tiffmtoa^ 
from  what,  though  not  in  Its  intention,  yet  in  Hseffe^y  h€t6wd 
hefitate  to  tenn  ealemmioiis.    As  egrytfftn  ^ppcwtei  to  he  the  ohi«r 
of  the  day*  and  font  Centiemeii  feemed  more  difpofed  to  dedafi 
how  they  hk,  aad  what  they  tne^nt  io  do»  than  to  affigti  reafei^ 
thateottld  jufttfy  either  their  feeling  or  their  Intentions/  he  ha4 
rilen*  to  by  that  he  had  been  a  friend  to  Udfod  afeove  a  Jt^t  a^'; 
4ind  that  he  was  ilill  xBort  a  fritnd  to  Union  nbw;  and  tO'pfo- 
tnife  that  in  all  its  ftlges  he  wonM  fuppdtt  th^  meafur^  not  }a- 
•4ecd  with  ability,  but  certainly  whh  zeaL     fie  had  riK36  on  be- 
lialf  of  himfeii;  on  behalf  of  the  many  (odepe^ent  (Sentletnea 
i¥!th  whom  he  had  the  ho^onr  to  coneor^  on  behatf  of  the  great* 
-cr.  f>att  of  thepfojfrewy  and  intelfigehoe  of  Ireland,  10  6&&.  froik 
htm,  Whh  contempt  tfnd'  Itrdignation,  the  foot/ the  groundiets^ 
'thi^  pref«mptt^otM  charge,  that  In  fuppoiting  tJfiion  he  was  furre?- 
<<!enng  the ,  fiberties  of  hifctmfitty.    It  was  true,  he  w^s  one  of 
thofe  ^o  wrrt  drfcribf^d  ts  Usi^i  iMsit^mah  bf  an  Honodrahle 
Gentkinao  who  had  more  than  once  made  ufe  of  rather  equivo- 
cal exprefflons,  in  fpea^hig  of  that  profelliOn  to  whidi  he   h^i 
4he  hoftoRT  tcrlKiiong.     He,  howe^r,  Was  too  >^<Sl  fatisficd  oJF 
the  oorrtrtftnels  of  that  HoA.  Gientleman^  tofuppbfe,  for  a  mor 
*0ient,  that  hYdefdmtHghhvMf  to  onderAand'  the  law  of  honour^ 
ht  meant  to  infinnate,  that  the  members'  of  that  teamed  and  ref- 
•peidaMe  body  dfdf  not  know,  a«d  pnpfti<xthait  Uw,    Ije  was 
'eonvtnoed  that  that  Hon.  Genttanan  was  incapaftte  of  uitending 
4m  infinnati^  fo  igiiofami  and  prefumptuons.     As  to  himfelv 
16fr;  StnrthwwttM  remr'to  faispaftcondud  in  Parhatnent  as  the 
bed  teft  of  Iris  pnnciples,  and  (&e  heft  knfw^r  fo  (We  wttp 
^cmdd  doubt   hk   attachment  to  the'  fi-ecdom  and  Conftitutioii 
of -Wand,'  '  •   '   . 

Mr.  Smith  obfcrved,  that  every  thing  which  was  urged  agaioft 
the  Union,  mj^hc*  he  raMvod  inao  ^i»  one  aSbriloo/  that  it 
MKwUL  b^  iuhvexfise  of  IriOi  libc»ti«sand  Coaftkiitioii^  The  c^ 
^pmntBlxai  th&  wn9lmt  urgmd  in  a  ainela.  Unioci  wffi  Mfvclt 
ah^Coiiftkiuioa^  ShftrefoFt  P««4iacxHUit  i^incoaspetoat  toenail; 
Kirliainent  is  not  ^oaspctfiat  ta  ttiad  the  maa&re ;  thjrafaaeit 
jnill  aveuuTin.  the  C^nQAwtioti.  Hr  atestted  that  PartUnIha  his) 
TO  righttoJitttaiTrt  4he  CoifftiiBtioiii^ 
I  .  But 
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>£pit  t&U  im. scab' for  wbicb  the  Caoftitiitioo  provkkd  d» 
remedy.     There  lay  no  appeal  from  Parliameiit^   but   to  *ihe:^ 
fytm/ii  no  re drdOi  wat.  t^W  obl«nedy  b«i  fay  r^Tok.     If  aiiar-  ' 
ran§eni«tn;^  whkk  i^i  locakMlaUy  ad«aiUagjeoa8  iiv  a  comitif  reial 
ff»ni  of  viipK,-f«-0De,«hkb  dm  not  barter  liberty  lor  tKKle»  bot 
m  the  comraqr  ^ aigoop aoiqi  theCt  commercial  benefits  with  poljk- 
ti^  adwMnica  o£  ftiU  nwwe  im^octaooe,  amt  givci  lu^  tbft  real  en* 
JQ|iDCAi  of  the   BrkHh  ConftUiilbo^  if  fucb  an  arrangeoient  itk' 
AQt  t9  be  codnied^  itr  ihfi ottfiu^  ol  G^^  biA  Mb.  ^mittty  left  m- 
tilu;  anm  ati  onoo^  and  rejuolt  ^aii^  one  oura  livedoak'aad  Mi- 

Mi^t  JLS^  O'SoirttL.— ^Tliere  is  no  man^lo  thi^  Hpufe  more 
firmly  atteeht:^  to*  BritlA  coimexion^  nor  is  the  Hohourab!^ 
Coleman  wha  broke  hft  but  tiro,  {Vk^  M^eflaod)  more  rea» 
if  to-  foypeft  it  mm.'  I  am.    ftfy  deftrc  for  the  eternal  coi^tinai^oco 
of  that  'Conn«3ffani  iirdtioei  me  to  rife  and  reprobate  tli^ ,  odiaus 
■ieafwrer  neyr  before  the  Hoofc^  whidb  if  perfifted  iii^   will  jiot^ 
oAly.ettdan^er  it^  but  enAirca  dtflbhstion  otthofe  Boi^ds  of  ami^* 
ty  and  politkal  &ttqtfti»  which  hive  fo^fo  many  centimes  united 
EiiglBfl^  and*  irebod.     I  liallnot  wafte  the  time  of  tliitf  Houfe^ 
lb  exj^veftMs  of  juft  contempt  for  thois .  who  h»vc  apoftatized  and ' 
betni7ed'aildiUd^herf|^8of  their  country.     I  leave  th^mto'the- 
Isrcficdgcf  of  their  owfrrtftei^jon  and  aotice  them  no^  father  tllan 
t»Ayfathew>ordsof  Jphn&nv  * 

««'Tojfi^^tbi»J1oiidero£  theNititaif  gton^    % 

<<  When  public  crioaoB  inAame  the  w«ath  o£  HeasMiihf' - ' 

1  fllitt  coodefceiid'  to  enq^ufre  whether  fermt  proppfed  tbifc 
night  by  the  Noble  Lord  ace  good  or  bad^  Temu^  for:  wha|  ? 
For  the  etenudfurrendcr  of  the  Kigbts>  thr.Conftitu^ioo  and  the 
Indopemknce  of  Irdandv  I  Jay,  Sir,  we  never  were  fent  into. 
this<Hcmfe  lor  for  bafe  9  pnrpofe,  and  our  Conftituents  iieny,  and 
^ffijr  <^^^  our  a^honfy  to  do  fo^  I  afl^  is  that  woman  virtuous,. 
Irho  onff ,  ref ufes  to  part  with , her  virtue,  becaufe  (he  <£iapprove3' 
the  t«mwr-^I  aflr,  wilf  not  the  world  fufpc/ft  her  virtue  who  (hall 
eo^defeem}  to  liften  to  any  terms  for^a  difiionoucable  purpofe  i 
Win-  any  honoorabte  guardian  liflen  for  a  moment,  to  terms  iiv 
ordlbr  to  betray  the  virtue  of  his  female  frieiid  entruflfed  to  hi« 
eaire^^^H^i^are  the  guardians  of  the  honour  and  Conditotion  of 
our  cpuntrymeir,  aoa  we  (hall  be  more  bafe  than>that  Government 
which  endeavours,  to  a(&il  us,  unlefs  we  (ball  repel*  the  attack^ 
It  is.  (aid:  by  fome»,  tktt  wc  now  admit,  the  competence  of  Parlia- 
ment on  the  prefent  occadon  ;  I  deny  that  any  Gentlemen  on 
this  lid^  b^  ever  admitted  it.;  .for  my  part,  I  thus  piiblicly  deny 
the.  conigetcpce  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  and  ne^^t  to  the  impo^ 
£cy  and  unjuftnefsof  a  Legillative  Uaionr*r-the  want  of  compe> 
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teney  on  our  part  to  enadl  the  meafare  i«  the  firmeS  gitluntfiaw 
which  I  place  my  oppofition. 

The  Noble   Lord  pretends  that  he  has  brought  thi«  xnttfafc 
^forward  again,  in  contradidlion  .to  the  expltfied  wifhof  tht<* 
Hoofe,  in  order,  to  comply  with  the  anxious  wifli  and  define  of 
the  people  of  Jreland^^the  Noble  Lord  cannot  be   ferious,  her' 
well  knows  how  determmedly  aferfe  to  this  bdioui  meafufe  is'  the 
real  and  unbiased  fenfe  of  the  nation,  but  if  iie  is  yet  iiftranger; 
thereto,  let  roe  refer'hini'to  the  records  of  this  Houfe-^to  the  ' 
petitions  •on  your  table  and  tbofe  whichr' daily  will  be"  prefente(f' 
againft  a  meafuve  fo  fraught  with  ruin  that  the  peo{^e  arc  detqr-? 
mined  oot-tofuboutttoit — there  is  not  one  petition  oivyeur  ta- 
ble in  favour  qf  this  bufinefs,  and  will  ^ny  maa  be  weak  or  fiU^ 
chough^  to  put  the  records  and  petitions  of  this  Houfe  in  «com-  > 
]>etition  with  the  refolations  of  fome  infignificant  towns  procured 
during  la^  Summer  by  frauds  perfecution  and  forgery  i 
<    Sir^  I  again  fay,  the  difcuffion  of  this  queftion  is  difgraoeful 
to  the  nalTon  and  highly  infulting  to  our  xxmaituents.-  If  thequef- 
tion  of  Union  muft  he  agitated— 4et  the  prefent  Parliament  be- 
diflblved^  and  another  called  for  that  purpofe— •!  (hall-  not  deny 
the  competence  of  fach  a  Padiaroent  .although  I  do  that  ot  the 
prefent,  becaufe  our  oontlitucnts   never  dreanat  that  fo  infamous^ 
a  meafure  would  have    been   propofcd  for  our  confideradon'-v 
tne  Gentlemen  on.  the  Treafury  Bench  have  denied  (hat  thia^ 
precaution  was  taken  in  the  fettlement  of   t  he  Union  between 
England  and  Seotknd,  'i  beg  leave  to  .refer  them  to  the  hiftory 
of  that'tran(adioi»,-  and  they  ^ill  iind  that  it  was  exprefsly  menti- 
oned in  the  Queen's  proclamation'  for  calling  a  new  Parliament^ 
that  it  was  fur  the  purpofe  of  taking  the  Union  intO' coniidera- 
tion. 

Let  not  the  Noble  Lord,  with  great  confoquence  and  jgreat 
property  in  this  country,  demean  himfelf  by  copiinuing  the  agent 
of  a  Britifh  Minifter  to  ruin  his  country— he  has  tried  the  expe^ 
n'mcnt,  and  gone  great  lengths  indeed,  to  gratify  his  ambitioa' 
and  fupport  his  wickednefs,  he  knows  now  the  meafure  is  againft 
the  fepfe  of  the  people — againft  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  for 
he  muft  be  well  convinced  that  a  majority  of  it  will, never  confent 
to  give  up  their  own  dignity  and  the  freedom  of  their  country—- 
let  the  Noble  Lprd  be  advif^^e'^^  ^^^  ^^te,  to  abandon  a  mea- 
fure, wickedly  undertaken,  meanly  fupported,  and  perfevered  in 
nearly  to  the  de(lru&ion  of  the  Empire—- by  now  abandoning  it 
in  compliance  and  from  a  lefpedt  to  the  Xenfe  of  this  ^Houfe  and 
the  petitions  of  the  people— he  may  fave  hinfelf — he  may  fave  his 
country  I 

One  word  and  I  am  done,  a  Right  Honourable  and  Learned 
Gentleman  oppofite  to  me  (the  Attdrney  General),  has  often 
^uot<;d  or  rather  mifqiioted  frdm  a  'bo^k^  wrote   in  farour  *  of ' 
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t|>be  -MeflMciftt  ijiglils  #f  4relaiid  4!ur^g   the  l<%h  ot  king 
^tllim#  4'^^aui  Il4^}3^ncttx'^  I  MAalnoft  in- 

v«lMMd  ^t^ilik  iH^hu  «ever  •  rtfad  «{,  ^pr  if  he  iia$9  I  ^n\pofitite  lie 
«4oe8^tHMldti^Mi4  ^t.  '|£>  kas  ^ been *aiB[er%tdf  ^  tfaat  'Mflyksms-  xn^ 
'UiM^i^n^ac  f«f ^^n-^Jfitdn^or  had  vitrote  fi>  favoiinof  that  BteaCure«t 
•tiiatttfl»eJ^-^lllaVe»4KMv  ifi'..4iiy:|iafid,  the  ifipil art  eldell  editien  of 
^ihat  ^vakMCble;  wdrk,  >  aa'd  *X .  de^ave  «tfaroaghoiit  the  entire,  and  «£ 
•litfirevMi  it  #kh'<KTWch.  isare, 'ihefe  ffrnot'-a  fcmeiice  to  fiipport 
^faeh'«i>'ajr«f»«o<'  «L4Ki11  oafjbhe  teiar^ed  or  any  other » GentknMin 
^toipoiiit  0ttW(Mie<plffa^eki«td^s4M«k  in  favour  4)f,  or  fecomiBeMl->, 
-Mg  ailBUj^ati^e  ^tJiti^fiy  ^<>r  liie^furTeRder  of  the  ParIi«nlel1^'of 
•Ifditnd  poa  >the.(  ooatrftvy,  in  ^  eytry  rf>agc  he  fuf^ertB  the  rtghta 
^aiidlhc.p«ii^y^f'if aland  4^iflat«fg  -felely  for  herlelff  and  condudetf' 
4i«9-bo«4'wit>h  thele  /  remarkable  -pafiipges'which  -I  Ihall  talce  the 
liberty  of  reading  to  this  Houfe,  as  awfully  and  perfe^y'Sppli^a- 
^e'«o  the  f>r&reiit4qiic(U<fiv  and  oondud  of  both  the  EagUfh  aftd 
Alitih*  AdaPMii^ftralion. 

^*  ni^  coai^iiade'^Mf  L  think  >it  highly  incoRtcnient  for£(iglancf 

'*^ta«aitMne  this-aatiioiily over  th^kingdeno  of.  Ireland  :  I  believel, 

'^^t^Hre^tt'ni^norgreat^ai^oiiienta  to  convince  the  Wife  afleilkhiy 

'<*usf  che>£3(%lifh>^efut6rs/4K9^tacaRven1entit  may  be  to  £fi^a0d# 

'(i^o'^o  ahauwhieh  4nay-«»ke  lihe  Lords  «aiKLPeople  of  Ireland 

<<^«hink  ^^atfthcy  are  net  nvell*  iifed,  •  and  4nay  drive  them:  iaitff 

^^diteonv^tt.    'HoNv^ooafifteiit  i^  may  be,  with  triie  policy  toicf 

'^^^hat'^hicb^the  people  •of  Itelaiid  rm»y<^  thiak  U  arttinvariootQf^ 

'<«  >liieir  vi^s  taitd  liberties, — I  >6o  'moft  humbly '  fubmit  to  ihe 

^••i^iiUaniifttt'Of  Englarfd4>0'.oofrfider.    'T.heyr,ar€  ^  men  of^^cat 

'  ^<*wiMcw]i»'.'bott9ur,  and  juftice;  andn know  how  ia, prevent  alLIu** 

**  tare  inconveniences.     We  have  heard  great.out-crie$,  and'de- 

**  fervedly,  on  beakiqg  the  edi6l  of  Nantes  and  other  (lipulations^ 

****  hbw^  far*  th^  breaking  our  Confftittition,  which  has '  been  of  fivel 

"«  huddttfd'years  'ftandirfg,' Exceeds  that, ' I  'leave  the  worhi to 

*<•  jridj^e.   Ut- may  perhaps  be  urged, ' that. tis  cotivcmenr  for Ithcf 

*^<  ftattfbrEpglatid,'  that  the  f'opiTme  council  t hereof  (hoiild  maktf 

•'"•th«ir'|ai^ifdi6:ion'aakrgea8theycan.     But  with  fubmiffion,  X 

'•«  ttbnteiV^that'if  this  klfumcd  power  be  not  juft,  it  cannot  be 

'^*  cdflVenleftt  fdr  the  "State.     What  Cicero  lays  in  his  Offices, 

•*««  Iflbih  iBuifle^  ntfi  i^nijie  hmuftum^  is  moii  certainly  true.     Nor 

*"**  'do  r'thldk,  that^'tis  atiy">wHc  neceffary  to  the  good  of  England 

"^«  to  dCfert  thiihigh  jafifdllftion  over  Ireland,  fof  fincethe  ftattitea 

*«  bfVbirf'kiil^dom  ate  made  with  foch'  caution,  and  in  foch  form 

*****ai  iaprfefxjfibiBd''by  Poyning's  fet£t,  to  H.'y.  and  by  the  jdand 

"•«  4thdf-mil.  and^Mar.aiid  iVhilft  ir«?knd  is  in' EnglKh  hadds, 

•"^''il  do.not  fe^h(^  'tis  pbffiW^  for  the Tarltament  of  Ireland  to 

,**«*'do'atiythingtllfat  canv;be  irfthc  le^fl.  prejudicial  to  EngUmd. 

'«'TB\it-t>n*the  bthfef  hand,  If' England  affume  a  jarlfdrdVion  over 

'^**ft^nd»  •whttftbj' they  think  tbeir  rightraad  hterties  are  taken 
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«<  away,  tfiat  thtir  P*arliamc.nt8  are  retwiercd  'Thecrly  nugatory, 
*V  and  their  lives  and  fartuncs  depend  6n  the  will  of  a  legiflatufe 
**  wherein  they- arc  not  pitied,  there  may  be  ill"  confe^nchcea  of 
••  this*  Advancing  the  power  o^tbe  Parliament  of  England,  by: 
♦•  breaking  the  rights' of  another^  may  intisie  have  ill  feffeAs.  • 

**  TIk  rights  of  Parliament  fhowldbe  preferved  facred  and  invio* 
"-lahle  whtrrever  they  are*  found.  This  kind  of  .Govern itfcrit; 
**  once  fo  univerfal  all  over  Europe,  it  now  almoft  vanilhed  frdm 
**  anronglb  the  nations  thereof.  Our  Kiiftg's  ^jnjinions^  are  the 
"only  fuppoit^rs  of  th«  nobfe  Gothic  Condi  ttrtion^'  fave  only 
•  **•  what  lit-tle  rennains  may  be  found  thereof  in  Poland^  Wc 
**  fhould  i>ot  rfvercfore  make  fo  light  of  that'fort-of  Lcgiflature» 
*.*  and  as  itwcreabolifla  it^in  one  kingdom  of  the  three,  whereia. 
*•  it  appears,  but  ratluer  cheri(h  a«d  encourage  it  wherever  wc 
<*  mc€^it."     .  .  .    ' 

I  have  read  yoi>  thofe  paffages^  i»  order- to  fhew  this  Hbufe  how- 
mifreprefented  the  writings  -of  that  great  man  have  been,  and  how 
firmly  he    was  the   fupporter  of  the  prefjervation  of:  Parliament 
wherever  to  be  met  with.     Since  he  wrote,  Seotland  has  confcnt- 
ed  to  incorporate,  in  part  of  her  Parharaent  with  the  entire  Par- 
liament of  England^ — Poland  has  been  plundered  of  her  Conftitu— 
t-iouf  and  at-  this  time,  when   Parliamems  only  exift  in    England 
and'  Irclattd,  we  are  called  or>  to  e-xtinguifh  curs' for  ever-— we  arc. 
called. on  tofurrender  k^and  the'Iri{h  nation  to  the  faith  and  mercy 
of  a  Britifh  Minifter  and  a  Britifh  Parliament ;  and  as  thecdidlof^ 
Nantz  was  violated,  fo  the  final  adjuflment  of  1782  is  attempted- 
to  be  broke  through — hut  let  the  Minifter  of  England  and  Irelatid^ 
beware — Iri(hniefl>will  never-  fucreader.  that  ConlUtntion  but  wttb< 
their  Lives!' 

Serjeant  Stan  LET:  faidi  that  every  thing  Ke  had  heard  thafc 
night  confirmed  ami  fonified  him  in  the  opinion  he  gave  on  tl^c- 
queftion  laft  feflloa — both  as  to  the  abfolute  necfeffity  of  the  mea- 
fure  and  the  competuicy  of  Parliament  to  enadl  and  carry  it  into 
execution.  He  went  into  the  hiilory  of  the  Union  between 
England  and  Scotland,.,  and  proved  that  Ireland  fo  far  from  fur- 
rendering  her  Conftitutioh  by  a  Union,  would  acquire  real  iode*^ 
j^endencc  and  dignity  ;.  from  the  ill-conflruAed  nature  of  the  con- 
cedion  as  it  now  (lands,  (he  only  po(re(Iled  the  (hadow  without 
the  fubftance  of  the  Briti(h  Conditution  ;  we  could  not  even  hold: 
a  Parliam'ent.in  Ireland  without  a  licenfe  under  the  6reat  Seal  of 
Greai  Britain,  and  we  could  not  do  a  fingle  legidative  a&  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  Engli(h  Cabinet  and  Chancellor  who  held 
.  the  Great  Seal,  and  who  was  refponfible  not  to  the  Iri(h  Parlia- 
ment but  to  the'  Britl(h.  After  an  Union  Ireland  will  acqfuire  a 
full  communication  of  the  British  Conftitution  and  Commerce, 
ftudthe  tranquilUty  of  this  country  will  be  e(labh(hed  on  afolid^and 

lafting; 
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lafting  foyftdatfoi).     As  to  the  competency  of  Parliament,    he 

Maintained  all  the  pnrcecknts  and  authorities  w^ re  on  our  iide  in 

favour   of  the  competency  of  Parliament ;  and   to  ,the   mp^crn 

oracles  of  thelaw,  he  would  offer  the  <*pinlon  of  the  Chief  Judges 

of  Ireland*  and  of  Xord  Somers  and  all  the  Whig  Lawyers  who 

xcftablifhcd  the  Revolution,  and  who  400k  the  lead  i"  the  Scotch 

'Union.    .He  hoped  the  Houfe  WQwid  not  be   diverted  from  the 

completion  of  this  great  ^nd  falutary  njcai'ure  by  clamour,  or  ar- 

gumttiits  founded  on  vanity,  faK^di^nityi  ,and  a  miftaken  idea  ot 

iodependc ace  4vhi«h  they  did  not  pofiefs. 

'   Mr.  GrRATTjiw.— The  Right  Hon.  Member  pfopofes  a  counter 
>tevolution>  as'If  he  were  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  depofe  the  Houfe  of 
-Havovef,  and  re-^ftahlifh  that  of  Stewatt,     He  propofcs  to  reftorc 
the  domination  of  the  Britifh  ParirAment  that  abdicated  Ireland,', 
»nd  to  depofe  the  Itifh  Parliament  who  faved  her — he  grounds  his 
.propofition  on  the  opportunity,  and  the  wcaknefa,  and  the  ^xsX- 
iions^  iiind  the  martial  few'of  the  country — ^he  conceals  that -ground 
becaufe  In  difclofing  it.he  xvonld  difplay  the  real  chanlder  and  per- 
fidy of  the  mcafute,  and  he  profeffes  to  intfoduce  it  00  another 
l^ound,  namely,  the  wiflies  of  the  country  38  mi  dated  and'mifre- 
prcfented  by  the  fervasts  of  the  Crown  he  has  to  encounter,  or 
father  the  minifter  of  England  hqs  to  encounter;    inthiis  propolW 
•fion  gigantic  difficulties,'  for  inftance,  the  defence  of  -the-  Parlia- 
picnt  of  Great  Britain  towards  Ireland  for  one 'hnndred  years,  he 
has  to.  explain  away  the  tyrannical  i8L%  bf  a  century,  he  has  te 
Explain  away  the  Englifh  a£^  again  ft  imrpeyrting  live  cattle  froi^ 
Ireland,  the  aft  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  wool-  from  Ireland, 
the  glafs  aft,  the  plantation' aft, '  the  ufurpation  of  the  final  judi- 
cature, and  the  nfurpation  and  cxercife  of  legiflative  authorrty— 
>  conduft  fb  lawlefs,  that  even  though  milii  it  had  been  a. tyranny, 
a  conduft  fo  opprefjve  that  even  though  legal,  it  had  been  an  ab- 
dication— 'fo  faid  Mr.  Fox  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the -repeal,  "  I 
could  wifh  to  retain  the  powers  of  external  legiflaturc,-  but  they 
\fiavc  been  fo  grofsly  abufed  by  Groat  Britain,  that  they  with=the 
reft  muft-bc  abandoned  ;"  fo  faid  the  Irrih  Parliamenf^in  its  cna- 
phatic  paragraph — nothing  but  a  free  trade  can  fave  us  frona  -im* 
pending  ruin — what  ruin  \  Rain  brought  -on  by  the  Britiih  Parlia* 
itient — lb  fatd  Mr.  GrenviMe  in  85 — a  barbatoas  and  abfurd  peL 
licy,  by  which  fhc  has  Iseen  debared  from  the  advantages  that  Qodr 
4nd  nature  gave  her — ^fo  fays  the  prcfent  Minifter  dow — a  fyftcm" 
unworthy  of,  the  liberality  of  England,  and  injuriouis  to  the  intc- 
rcft  of  Ireland — Sd,  faid  he,  in  hi?  other  fpeech  in  B5.   '  A  fyC», 
tern,  fiys  he,  fpeaking  of  the  fyftem  of  that  ParlianVcnt,  which 
he  now  propofes  to  reftore,  which,  counterafted  the  kindnefs  of 
J?rovidence,  andfufpended  thcinduftry  of  man — put  Ireland  under 
iich  rcftraintsr  that  flic  was  (hgt  out  of  every  ^cies  o£  commerce, 
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riftratped  Irer  from  fcndiDJgf  thc*pred«o<>  of^fccrcwMhffeirto  ft>rifg» 
imarketa — ^sui4  all  cprrtrpDn(k>nce^  with*  tiie  ooiom6»  of'^BHtaiii^  wtt$i 
vrohibiitcd  to  ber-i^ro  th^t  (Ht  cpQ]<iHiDQ('dhtWt!lei^-ooqHnod^ti^^ 
kut  tbrroughr  the  medtum-of  BtitMtt ;  tifis  wiar  the  fj^ftecB  tliad^gi^ 
yailed»  and  tUia  wa3'tHc'  ftste*  of  tlmddom'iiV'whi(Nb:tha|*<9>uiiCr^ 
fad  been  kept^  ever  (jince  t^  R^^yolbtioiy. 

j^old  the  charaaer  whiclr  the  Mtmfter^ hftuftSPgivef  6i^ tiM 
jr6:y  Legiflature»  whic^  he  now_  propofct*  ta  re^eflib^fll';  it^roi- 
imuns-'forhiV  to  prove  thptt  the  charaaer- on  ttle*  IHA^fubje^^  iil 
altered.  He  is  tq  prove  that  tbe  Parliamept  of  (jh-eat- S^itWb  i» 
iiiibr4  PjUTiCy  mojre  mildy-  lefs  infla^nc^^al  prefcnt,,  than  iirtheiiDr- 
^  iner  centpiy  f^he  18  to  combat;  the  anith^rit^.  of)  bifi^^athcTv^  v^hf^ 
,  (dedajred.  the  Parliaiq^ot  required*  a,ne^  portion  of  bloodx  tq  c;ftaU(r 
pKt  tpbcar  l^(?r  in^rmitie^j^^he  bat  to  combat  bts^QW^a.ii^otjpq  £q^ 

farlt^meiitary  reform ;  l^^'bas.  tq  c;.onibat  hfir.  qwxii  d^n^r^ipntisqil^ 
z  dechrrng  tliat  the  inflMtncc  of  tbQ  crown  waa  encmfijingit 
)iad  (BacrcaTedy  andqugbt  to  bc.<Ummt(bed  ;;  he  baa,tQ.$:oxpbatttbA 
.  encreare  of  that  influences,  finca  that  rfipliitioa;  he  haK  tQ  (qpmba)! 
rt^  paragraph  in  ti^  Hifaypfty^s  Spcecjj,  of  75.  at  tb,e»  QgaMi)gi<rf 
t%€  Americant  war»  and  the  echo  pf  tbat.paragrapb  hf-  tb^  firjtii^ 
Parliameoty  ..d^daring  the  determinafioii  to,  matntaio  t))€  princi^tll 
and  po\vcr  of  Brijtjfb  ta&aUo;i.  throughout  alt  hUkMiakfty:\  iop^js. 
niofif.  f,  hi  l^asv  to  contend  againft  tbe  condi^^  of  the  pxitifK  ^4IS 
^ament^  through  the  wholo  of  the  Aa)icpcaQ  war ;;  he  l^  tp  f^f^ 
iaod  againft  hfii^coiidiu^  to.  l^nd  iii  that  W^-!i^f>  t^  tax,  qX 
79r>^iii  the  Ai|»ericaa«  war  Hie  t^4  ^oi|Hr>n0t9yithA^dipg;;^QiMl| 
grant  of  30O9PQO  I.  pf  9l8»  %  taied:  yourrAA  ii9BoO:4  ^  19^ 
at  tbat  timie  aita^  on  t^a,  at  ^onr  own.  por^<-T.^d,  i;ra9fmiitAlihl^ 
a&  to  tW  tftflt  €pmmi{fiqnei!ft^  tp  poUe^  t|K  Wk  \  he  baa  to.  cqion 
l}at  ibe  (debt  of  at)Ove  409  millioo^  jtb^*  gjipvytb  gf  the;  ccitl;jUgE7k 
aad  the.  growtfi|^  exigencies  qf  GreaX  %itain^  io.  qpnf(^enA^  9k, 
tiatJ^;  be  bo6  to  prove  a  relbrm  iiv  h&r  knii^tti^  ifpUioHt  Wk 
rvjmem  19  h^  coiidition  ;  he  baa  to  proye»  in*^  fl^orti.  tb^  sm  ^^4)^ 

Sulbias  of  (^reat  Srits^in,  and, ^.  far  aa  relates,  to  tba  ^eoBUlpI 
Blaodj  as  hex  jealoqfiea'encrjiare,  fo  w^iU  encrtafe  ber  cpftfiqicz^^c. 
p  tfa^  P^opi^  syrid  the  naildnefs  of  bev  X)egiil<4ura ;— rke  muft  cik 
deavioiir  to  eftabli/h  aa  a  Prophet^  ]»h^  he  ba^  diP:;Uime4  a^^i*  d^** 
nSed  aa  an  -evuknce  ;.  bit  muft  difprove  X.WQ  confsiqu^iiceat  ^hicb, 
^mcdiateli:  thre^CB  from-  the  qdjiuai.qf  U|C  VoioQ*  and  tjiie  <uk 
prcaCD^  experts' o^  the  (M»|Hrf>--qaip(eIf^,a  milM^ry  gp^cemmiiQli 
iR  IreUod  lor  the  prcfent-*— and  fox  the  &ture»  at  no  v<rjr  dift^ny^ 
period,  ao  augmi^fit^fipa  of  taxes  ^  cQafefj|peiice%wh^g<>dif^€M|^ 
jigaiu  youf  trtidft  aad  ]^o<|r  liberties*  .       ' 

Ffom  all  iIuA  I  oqndade  that  the  Britlfli  Farliav^cnt*^  bow«^e9' 
^i&,.'  providentj,  beneficial  and  refpcdabU  VX  tb<f  r^ubtib^  bf# 
pws  Country  a»4^  tbe  doa^iuioMa  tbereuatp  bcloe^iDg^QQAtiaues  {q^ 
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A^sjpdiai^eMpeiWMOt  i|ihoU);»  ttiCerl]^  tqtaBfuaad.inofiaibMiitflf.^ 
inadmiffible« 

!%€  M^n»ft|ftr  haft.aoqthei^  dii&cultfc.to.  encooiitor^  viz.  the  im* 
Deachmeiit  of  tbe>  Pu-liamentvof  Irdanduo*deii^  thp  egcjercife  ofkU^ 
general  eiipQtt  of<  the.  country,  of*  neau-l^t  the  doutilc  iince  8;t.of^ 
ihc  Lttieii  nearlv.  twEothtrdft  fioce^  the  fame.  pcTiqj«  the  ^hcceafeof 
l)^.Qori»'trad&n|»oe> that- period,  indudiDg.  the  ceafing.  ofirher.  ioa..  ■ 
port,  i^ooo^ooo^  o^^  her  population,  nearlfr.  one-  fourth^  of  the* 
M>pwth<  of^  all^thl^  (ince«herxx)Dftittitionf  Ubdeiv  her.  Conftituf loo* 
dbiao-  fefir  intfancey  under  the-  o{»etiation.  q£  Barliameatu-ir^ 
bounty;  Libei^  undef  th&  operattoa  dfi  P^liamei^t^  r^egaula. 
tibpi  t^:  Pbntadon^  trade  the- gtft^  of  the^dfexts^of  the  Irifh  Pin-, 
IferaieqC)  and  her  whole-  growth  of*  commcxce^  the.apparKQt  refulL 
qf'that  fjHfic*  of  irie  tradc^ which  her  ParliamontNgaseand^infpired^ 
oo-^  compartifoa  therefore  of  th&  dedinc.  of  the.  Countiy^  qndec 
love  of  the  ParHanient  of  Otedt  Bvitaix)^  andolithe.groiKth.Qf  the* 
^<^untry  iipd<»Pthf'iiiaternal»wingof*her.  owQ.Barltamcot^  the.  Mi- 
nilber  gaati»  hi|t^  litdie..  On.  a*con»parifpnLo£t)ie-progre&of  Scotn 
hijid  under  a  UiHOOy  and«of  Iveland  under  a«  fepaifte.  Barliament^ 
hjB-  wiU^not  gain>  nnqrey  he  will  fiind  thai  ou&  populajioQ  enQreaCioi^ 
vet  ffxtten  yeaKftitnore'  thaa  that  oiv  ^cothuidi  in  one;  hundi£d»  he 
will' fhid th^> our  flapb  trade. ha& eocr^afedunder a  fepaitate. Parlta- 
nent  Ibar  tioKa-  as  m^^ch*  aa  that(  o^  ScotJandi  undec  a.  Union,  h6> 
wH^'find'Oa  the.  whok  that  the  ParJianentary  Coaftatujl^oii;  oE  Ixi^ 
huidv  in  reference  ^o  the  comnier>ceo£  thia.  6ottnt4y .  hask  anfwei;<d 
cpaopkcely)  and-  ha^  render^id  his.  ^^r^on^  that  fuhjedtaf  unne" 
«efikr}!r  ^  (hey.  aiie'impR:A3able,  Uowv  haa  k  an£(veDed  in  rdbreocc 
|0  empire  ?*  here  he  has  n»ore  difficulties,  to  encounter, ;  the  ixnper 
«td  fafaje^f  he  haiit  ipecified>  navigation;  wac^  and^  tr^ty,  the 
VlGffKai&eiitary  €onftitut4on  ol  Ire]^dha&  fulfilled  them  aU.  • 
'  Two  treaties  canM-  befpreher,  the  American  tceaity  a,nd  the 
Smench  treaty — (he  ratified  both-r-lhepafficd  thenaajnife^  ad  aodi 
libe  navigation  a<^ — (he  granted  a  fopply  itt  the  Mb  J^ren^h  wac--* 
ihe^vot^  a  (bpply  upi^a  the-rumoun  dS  a  S>panifli  war,  and  (he  vo|ed 
ajiot^r  1^  the  pretend  French  war.— it  follow;^,  that  the  Parlta*- 
usental^  Con^itution  oMrelaad  has^  been,  adequate  to;  the  pi4i;poi<i% 
<^  Empire  as-  well>^  of  ooQEimet;^e«— thete^  agiin  ke  ha&  to  oppolie; 
Hiqiy  tlie  -feft  and  the  hrAovy  f  an^}  here  s^aiit  he  faii&  to  oppofe 
biiiH  his  own  repeated  deckiRaiionsi  &r  as  he  has  been  an  evidence 
agatBft  tiie  £nglS(h  F^rtiameoi  \^  th^  capaatty.  of  a  Legiilator  &fi 
JfapeJand'^  he  has'  hren  no  kis.!^  (IroDg,  d>ved»  repeated^  and  pa(i- 
live  teftinaonv  in  favour  of  the  Parliament  of  Intland.  (S<r4^  thQ 
King'a  fpeeeh  in  1796 — ^^'  I  (ball  endeavouc  to  feeure  the  happi« 
^  ntfii  and  profperity  of  thla  kingdom^  and  to  prote^  and  mara*- 
^  (aio  its  moil  excellent  Conftitution.'")-— (Sec  his  fpcech  ui  £795,' 
^  Att^h<d  to  that  Sovereign  and  the  €onftitution,  it  i&.kis  gk>r.y^ 
^,  lopref^rve^tke  great  ftapfo  manulad^ure  of  youc  country  bait 
^  jwreafed  beyond  your  moft  fanguine  hope^  chieBy  owing  to 
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^  your  ewn  PaiiianSent,    its  conftant  fupcrintCDdance,    and  it* 
**  \Vife  provifions,  and  next  to  that^  to  t^ie  merited  and  liberal  en- 
^*  coufa^ement  iti  the    Britiih  market/') — (Sec  bis  fpeech   in 
1 794-^'*  You  arc  now  involved  lo  a  contdl  for  your  Conftitution^ 
•^  and  for  the  prcfervation  of  *evcry  principle  whtch  upholds  focial 
^'  order.")  '  I  might  add  .iiad  ^«ak  with  tiic  authority  of  Kings; 
and  far  above  that  of  the  Minifterfr — ^your  own.  addrefs  declaring 
the  growth  of  your  country,  uiider  the  IriCh  Parliament  as  you4iad 
in  79  declared  the  ruin  of  your  country  under  the  Parliament  pf 
England — -You  fay  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  has  arifen  to  a  height 
of  profperity,  unhoped  for  and  unparallell(?d*»-fa6i  and  authority 
come  in  4:rowds  againik  him.     But  the  Minifter  alledges  ^hat  jaco- 
binifm  gtows  out  of  our  fitua^tion,  and  that  fituation  he  explains 
to  be  our  feparate  Pailiament — and  he  thinks  Ihat  enough — Aq. 
ancient  Conftitution  and  a  recordedVovenanjt  are  to  be  put  down  by 
that  fentenccy — it  is  no  longer  a  queirion  you  £?e,  according  tx>  him, 
«f  right,  or  pp  treaty,  but  of  convenience  ;  expediency  is  to  be 
the  meafure  of  both,  and  yet  he  will  opt  fay  to  England,  jacpbl- 
nifm  grows  out  of  a  popular  ConJlitution,  therefore  |lnke  out  the 
people,  his  idea  is  a  paradox,  viz.  that  the.  fpirit  of  democracy 
which  he  means  by  jacobinifm  grows  fix)m  the  King,  or  the  cham- 
ber of  the  Lords,  or  from  the  chamber  of  the  Commons,  in  which 
ariflocracy  has  no  fmall  fhare.  of  poWer,  in  fa£l  hisaflertio^s  is  that 
democracy  grows  out  of  nvonarchy,  and  ari(locracy»  with  certain' 
popular  mixture*— that  is  the  excels  grows  out  of  the  tempera- 
fnent,  his  inftances  are  nothing. ;  enough  to  fay  be  thinjcs  it. — Ja- 
cobinifm grows  out  of  yourGonllitution,  and  therefore  down  with 
the  Lords^  down  with  the  Commons,  hew  down  the  chair  in  one 
houfe,  and  the  throne  in  the  other,  and  let  huge  innovation  enter. 
Never  was  it  known  in  the  EngliAi  Conftitution  that  the  exceifet 
of  the  popular* branch  w,ere  madjC  an  argument  fordeflroybg  any 
integral  part  of  tlie  Conftitution,  ftill  lefs  the  Conftitution  itfel£ 
Ti'heEnglifti  cut- off  the  head  of  Charles  the  firft;  was  that  mad^ 
an  argunrent  on  tbe  reftpration,  for  putting  down  the  popular 
branch  ol  the  Englifh  Conftitution  ?  James  the  fecond  put  down 
liberty,  it  was  that  made  an  argument  afterwards  for  putting  down 
monarchy  ?  the  Parliament  of  Eng[land,  in  the  clofeof  theprefent. 
century  loft  America  at  the  expence  of  ahove.an  Hundred  Millions 
ofJDebt*     Was  that  made  an  argument  for  putting  down  Parliar; 
ment  ?— exccffes  committed  by  any  pne  integral  part  of  tlie  Con^^ 
ilitution  haye  never  been  urged  as  arguments  for  putting  down  that 
integral  part,  ftill  lefs  for  putting  down  the  whole,  andleaft  of  all, 
have  exccfics  committed- by  the  people  been  urged  againft  the  Con- 
ftitution itfclf,  particularly  where  the /Conftitution  endeavoured 
to  reftrain  thole  exceffes — I  ihoilld  be  glad  to  know  how  he  com- 
pofes  this  Jdcobiiiifm  at  which  he  trembles — I  really  believe  he 
lineans  to  impofe  a  military  Government^  and  -that'  his  Union  idi«- 
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ports  nothing  Icfs,  and  that  the  tran'quinity  talked  of  is  the  tncfe 
rcfuit  of  that  mtepnon — ^but  he  profcffcs  the  contrary — hfe  pro- 
fefles  fimtliarity  of  privilege,  of  courfe  he  muft  leave  the  prefs  of 
Ireland,  and  the  ppwer  of  forftHng  clubs  and  alFociations  in  Ire- 
land, on  the  fame  ground  as  in  Great  Britain,  where  both  exift. 
Thus  he  leaves,  or  profefles  to  leave,  the  powers  of  agitation,  and 
takes  a*way  the  Conftitution  of  Parliament  which  is  to  keep  thcna 
fn  order^^hc  does  mOrd,  he  leave  a  provincial  Government  or  an 
Irifli  Court,  without  the  dotitroul  of  a  refident  Parliament,  for 
the  Govennn.ents  are  nbt  b'otffolidated,  though  the  Parliament*  arc 
— he  leaves  that  provincial  dohSrthtc  from  native  controul,  and' of 
courfe  with  great  powers  of  pft>voc|itioi»  and  irritation,  and  the 
profped  of  impunity — the  Minifters  of  Union  willbe  the  Mini fters 
of  thecouritry— -a  wife  exchange— *you  keep  yoiur  Court  and  bantfh 
your  tonftitution. 

Yott  baniih  your  conftitution  and  refident  Parliament,  and,  of 
courfe,  the  authority  which  is  to  retrain  the  abufesr  of  power  and 
the  abafe  of  privilege,  and  this  he  ^lls  a  meafure  of  tranquillity. 
He  does  more  in  ravour  of  Jacobmifm  ;  he  gives  it  a  complete 
triumph  over  Ariftocracy  ;  what  is  the  claim  ov  charg^e  of  D'enK)- 
cracy  ?  that  the  tipper  orders  are  incapable  to  legifkte   for  the 
country, — You  do  not* know  the  ftrength  of  your  cafe,  fays  the 
Minifter  ;  you  think  you  underfta.nd  Jacobintfnf)^  but  I  wril  eon*, 
vince  you  ycki  are  millaktn — you  dp  not  know  how  to  oveifct  the 
higher  order ;  ieave  it  to  me— I  will  get  that  higher  ordfer  to 
echo  your  charge — I  will  propofe  an  Union,  wherein  the  higher 
order  is  to  proclaim  and  regifter  their  own  incapacity  in  the  rolls 
of  their  own  Pkrliannent. — Thus,  I  think,  asfar  as  relates  to  tran- . 
^utility,  his  own  plan  is  a  refiitation  of  his  own  argument  ;  a  falfe 
'  and  fatal  idea  of  public  tranquillity  t  think  it — to  take  refuge 
from  your  own  liberties  in  the  denomination  of  another  country, 
and  to  furrender,  as  a  pledge  of  peace,  a  Conftitution  which  you 
have  ftipulated  to  defend  with  your  lives  and  fortunes. — That 
Conftitution,  I  think  I  have  (hewn  to  be  adequate  to  the  purpofe  of 
trade,  and  to  be  faithful  to^that  of  connexion,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
adequate  to  the  purpofe  of  ftirr en dcr.i — This  introduces  anewquef- 
tton ;  the  competence  of  Parliament  to  furrender  the  Conf^tution — 
the  proje6fc  of  Union  appears  to  me  to  be  nothing  lefs  than  the  furren*- 
der  of  the  Conftitution — it  reduces  the  Commons  of  Ireland  to  one 
third,  leaving  the  Parliament  of  England  their  prefent  proportion — 
It  reduces  the  Commons  of  Ireland  I  fay  to  one  third — It  transfers, 
that  third  to  artother  country,  where  it  is  merged  and  loft  in  the 
fupcrior  numbers  of  another  Parliament ;  he  ftrikes  off  two-thirds, 
and  makes  the  remaining  Englifh  ;— thofe  Irilh  members  reiiding 
^  in*  England,   will  be  nominally  Iri(h   Reprefentatives ;  but  they 
will  ceafe  to  be  Iriftimen ;  they  will  find  England  the  feat  of  their ' 
abode»  of  their  a6tion,  of  their  charafier ;  and  will  find  therefore 
the  great  principles  of  aftio%  vi».— -fympatby  and.fame^  influen- 
cing 
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^tXwg  them  Ibo  Ibn^er  in  HywLf  of  their  Ovim  eoimtfy';  ;biit«pfq»dl* 
hni  ffAoti^^s  to  fotsget  Ir^anid — ^to  loOk  up'to  £D^iid,'or  M^S^ 
the  cour^  of  |£6ghii4,  ^xdnlive^for  coUQUfli|nctty  for  jidvamft- 
in^nt,  ai\d  :fbr  honourSft  W  the  teniae  from  whieh^tlS«y  circtfbicy 
%\\^  \o  Vi-hich  they  tendl*       ,  ^     ^       ^»  .       .         .  . 

.  \  I  thcrtfore' mention^  tHat  t'he^^mjeCbof^  Uoion  fs  nothfi^ 
Je&than  tp  anndl'the  ■  ParliiAneDt  of  IreliTHtiy  <ir  Vo  tfansfer'ttie 
JLcgiflative  Auth^sltty  to  the  people  of  another  ctouMfy— to  fikh 
in  ad  tbelM'biftei'mafntafiistiie  Irifh  Parliameiit  to  be  coflf^petel^t, 
for  in  fubft4(ncc'he  mahifai as  it  tb- be  ommpotent-T*!  ^ajy  itv— 
fnchan'  ad  in  the  Pa?ljam<^nt,  ^  ichout  the,tfuthonty|of  the  Pr#ple» 
In  a  breach  of  triift.     Pariiafnent  i&^not  the  proprietor,  tet  dte 
;trtrilfec;  a(n<l 'the  Pff^plejthc.pl-opi^etor,  anhd.not  Itie  Jrtperly. 
-ParKanierit  is  galled  to  fnfke  laws,  n6t  toeled  law*4iii^era;,'^it  ta 
a  body  in  one  branch  of  delegates,  in  no  one  iNraiieh<H»f 'dcdofs, 
:liil^n>bled  toeierdfe  the  fiift^ions  *of  i^rliament,  Mtto  chttfe  or 
fvbftttiate^anotlier  PaHiafnent  forthedrfeharge-of  ttsoi^  'datyt*^^ 
it'a  tmftee,  and '  like  every  tr uft^e,  Vithout'Qf^^o^fer  to-traii#l^r 
Vir  hand  ovev  the  truft-^-fa  NnfifeFsble  quibUe  tt  is  tofappdfcv'^Be- 
caufe  delegated  to  make  lanff  it  hat  therefore  sfiSg^t-to  mlike»4iKr 
to  deftroy  its/own  law  making  or  fuperfede  itt -Ojfwn -^elegatian, 
.{irecltided  as  it  it  by  tke'eiftlitial  nature* of  ils  truft  ff om  ^mHilltog 
Jta  Own^aatfaorityy  and  tfansfettring  thc^  poweta  of  ka  creiitdry^Che 
fociety'y .  to.  another  country;  it  is  appointed  for -a  limited,  tlaae 
to  e3|crcifi?the1egtflative  pOwei'for  the^fe  andbenefitef^Iitiaiifd, 
'^nd  therefbre  r'prec^ded  from  transfetring,  and  -  trenpferrivg  -  for 
''ever*  th)it.kgiflattve  power  to  the^people  of  another coooiry^  y%tt  i» 
'i^l^nt^dy.  entruftedy  Cr^Ktedy  and  ordained,  ilot^fdy  to^^eilcfeife 
the  legtflative .  posvera  of  the  foeiety^  biit*alfo  to  preA^elier 
rights  lUid  infte^  of  ibplifhiag  them  by  forrenderi»g  thtm  tc^ano- 
''then  CQUfltfy  t(y  retofnthem  at  ftated.  periods/  U4iimpftired,-ti|ldt^ 
^miniflledy  to  thepeopl^  from  whom  they  received  tlieffl,  Lftate  a 
« principle  on  whicji  the  Houfe'of  Commonais  bulk,  fufj^rtcd'hy 
alLthoritiea*  if  aay  authority'be  requifitcj— 7"  l^c  p<Jwer*k)f '%he 
**.  Ugidativc,''  Gqts  Mr«  Locke,  "  being  derived  from  the*  people 
**  by.  a^poAtite  voltintaty.graiYty  and  intiitntion,  tan^be  no  c^her 
*<*  than;  what  that,  poftdvo  grant  conveyed,  which- beiilg  onlyvto 
^  make  I9WS  and.not  kgiilator^,  tl^e  Ugiflative  eauhl^cf  n^pcf^er 
'*  tott^ntier  their  authority  of 'making  laws,  ^  and)  placing -it  in 
**  other  h^nds, .  the  Icgifiative  ntkher  muftj  nor- can,  ^rcftitfer  the 
^*«  power  of  tfUkkiag  laws  tcf  anybody  elie^on  pkce-it^njr  where» 

"-but 
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••  but  \5rJ1cre  t6e  people  have/*-^*<  The  priiice/*  fays  Grothift 
(fpeaking  of  princes  tbat^have  the  whole  icgifhitive  power  in  them^ 
'  felves,  the.  cafe  is,  hdwevcr^  ftronger  in  Our  gov^rntnent)  *•  catinot 
alienate  or  transfer  his  l^ngdona/'—."  He  cannot,"  fafy?  Pnfteh- 
doriF,  "  transfei;  his  fiibje£ts  to  be  governed  by  a  foreign  power  t 
the  common weMch  itfelf  has  no*  power  over  dts  members  other 
than  what  are  granted  and  left  by  them,  that  firft  ercdied  it ;  the 
moral  or  political  body  has  not  the  fame  right  over  iti»*  members  ad 
the  natural."  ..  Mr^  Locke  fays,  the  delivery  of  a  people  into 
the  fubje£tion  of  a  foreign  power  is  a  change  of  the  legiftative^ 
and  therefore  a  diilblution  of  th^  government ;  the  Tegiilative  ads 
againd  the  tri|it  repofed  in  him  when  it  makes  an  arbitrary  difpo* 
fat  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  country,  and  h^  refers  to ; 
Hooker,  who  is  alio  authority  on  our  fide,  "  The  legiflature, 
fays  Mr.  Locke,  is  not  only  fupreme,  but  facred  aqd  unalterable 
.in  the  hands Jn  which  the  community  have  placed  it;  though  it 
be  a  fupreme  power  in  every  commonwealth,  yet  it  is  not  and  cAn* 
not  be  arbitrary  over  the;  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  people.  It  has 
not  dn  abfolute  arbitrary  power."  But  I  have  higher  authority— 
that  of  the  Convention  of  England  in  1688.  That  convention 
voted  tha(  there  was  an  original  cohtradt  between  the  nation  and 
the  gpvernnaent: — it  foHows  that  the  nation  is  the  proprietor  of 
that  coutrad,  and  the  parliament  minifterial  to  fulfil  the  proyi*- 
fions  of  that  contradl,  not  to  break  it — ^to  ad  within  the  frame 
of  the  conllitution,  and.  not  to  diiTolve  itr— Accordingly,  in  the 
trial  of  Sacheverel,  yoafind  the  arguments  of  the  Commons  exadly 
on  this  principle.' 

Mr.  Lechmere  as  follows  :-*—*>  The  nature  of  our  conftitutioa 
is  that  of  a  limited  monarchy,  wherein  the  fupreme  power  is 
communicated  and  divided  between  Queen,  Lords,  ^nd  Core* 
mons  ; — thqugh  the  executive  po  wer- ana  ad  niini  ft  ration  be  wholly 
in  the  crown-— the  terms  of  fuch  a  conllitution  do  not  only  fupi^ 
pofe  but  exprefs  an  original  contrad  between  the  crown  and  the 
^people,  by  which  that  fuprerne  power  was.  (bymutual  coafent, 
and  not  by  accident)  limited  and  lodged  in  more.hands  than  one» 
—-and  the  uniform  prefervation.  of  Tuch  a  Conftitution  for  many 
ages  without  any  fundamental  change,  demonHrates  to  your  Lord*- 
,fliips  the  coptinuance  of  the  fame  cont raft.'*        .       , 

Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl — Nothing /is  plainer  than  that  the  people  have 
a  right  to  the  laws  and  the  Conftitution— This  right  the  nation  . 
hath  aQ*erted  and  recovered  out  of  the  hands  of  thafe  who  had  dil^* 
poi][eired  them  of  it  at  feveral  times. 

Mr.  Bufhel — He  fays, — Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  give  limits  to 
the  mere  abflraft  corppetence  of  the  fupreme  power,  but'^he  limits 
of  a  moral  competence,  fubjefting.  occafioual  >vill  to  perjnanent 
reafon,  and  to  the  fteady  maxims  of  faith,  juftice,  and  ^xed  funr 
damental  policy,  are  perfedtly  intelligible  and  perfe^Iy  binding 
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•ti  thofc  wlio  cxcrci'fc  tny  awthorrty  trndtr  atiy  namt  or  tiod^  «njr 
tkk  in  the  ilatir-  Tfec  Houfe  of  Lords  i»  nirt  morally  cam^ent 
to  d^olye  kfdfy  nor  ^o  ab<Sit:«t£|  if  it  wouldy  it^  portion  of  the 
kgiflatwnc  of  tWc  ktfigdom.  By  zs  ftrofig;  or  a*  Avonger  reafon, 
tht:  Houfe  of  CommoDtt  cannot  rtnoimcc  its  Aarc  of  authority. 
The^engageiBent  nnApaff  of.fichtj  wfiich  gcncraliy  goes  by  the 
name  of  Conllitution,  £»rkidis  ftidi  innovation  and  faeh  furrcn^er— ^ 
tbe  conftituent  ports  of  a  ftatc  wuft  hb!d  their  pohlic  faith  vitH' 
tadh  fishery  and  with  aSl  tbofe  who  deri^  a  fcriotis  intcreft  under 
their  enj^agement,  as  much  as  the  whok  Aatc  i»  hound  to  keep^ft• 
fakh  with  feparatr-GOfnititniitks.  Othcrwiftt  competence  and, 
power  would  be  entirely  confounded j^  and  no  law  left  hirt  the  wiS 
bf  a  prevaStng  force- 

^Thccclicftrve  body  of  the  people,  (fays  Bcdingbroke)  ddc- 
gate  btit  do  not  give  «p — tTuft>,  but  da  not  aittnatc  their  right  an^ 
pow^r— tfhrrc  is  fomcthing  which  a  Parliament  cannot  do.  A- 
Parliameni^annot  aimul  the  ConftitNtton*  The  Icgiilature  is  a 
fuprcm«  but  not  an  9rbitttiry  power." 

•*  The  power  ©f  Xingi  Lords,  and  Gommena  (faya  Jofifos)  i^ 
**  not  an  arbitrary  power — they  aftc  the  triifteea,-  not  the  owners  of. 
•*  the  t1\»te — the  fee  ftmplc  is  tn  us,  they  cannot  alienate,  they 
**  cannot  waftt' — when  we  fey  the  legrflature  la  fnpremc,  we- 
**  fwear  ihtt  k  fs  the  htgheft  power  known  to  the  Conflitution, 
*  that  k  is  the  htgheft  in  comparifon  wkh  the  other  fiibordin^tc 

pow«r*  filablifhed  by  the  laws — -in  this  fenft?  the  wordfppremc 
•**  IS  relative  not  ablblutc— the  power  of  the  Legtflature  is  limitedt^ 
**  not  only  by  the  general  rules  of  natural  juilice  and  the  wrfftra 
***  of  the  communhy,  fent  by  the  forms  and  principles  of  our  par- 
"  ticular  C<>nttitution.  If  this  dodrinc  be  not  true  we  maft  ad- 
**  mit  that  King,  Lords,  and  Common^  have  no  rale  to  direct 
*•  their  refolutions  but  merely  their  own  will  and  pkafwre. — They 
^  m'^ht  unke  the  Legiflature  and  E^xecwivc  Power  in  the  fame 
^^ 'hands  and  diifolvc  the  Conftitution  by  an  a^.  of  Parliament — but 
**•  I  -am  perfttadcd  yott  will  not  leave  k.  to  the  choice  of.yeo  per* 
*♦  funs  notorioufly  corrupted  by  the  Ctxwn,.  '«4}etber>  (evvn  mil* 
**  lions  of  their  equals^  fhall  be  freemen  or  llawts.*' 

The  latter  part  of  thi^quotation  wifl  not  apply  to  the  Irilh> 
.  Parliament. — :But  couM  we  fuppo&  the  intrigyei  of  a  Miolfter  to 
be  foc^efsful— f-could  we  fuppofe  that'  by  iiitimid^ting  fome^  bri- 
bing others,  iflftuencing  all^  he  could  procure  in  both  Hpoies'of 
i^arfiament  a  trtajority  to  annul  the  Parliament  irfetfy  and  transfer 
the  LeglHative  to  another  country^  the  judicial;  the  coi)trouKng<, 
the  impeaching,  and  ail  the  powers  in  that  great  denomination 
lignified  and  comprehend eik— could  we  fuppofe  that  the  Minifter 
.^ropbfes  to  buy  the  Irilh  Parliament  as  his  propofal  to  compenfiate 
the  extingurfhed  boroughs  imports,  and  that  he  conws  to.ofFcr 
Iy50o«c6o1.  to  buy  up  the  Irifb  Farlimnesit  «t  the  expence  of  the 
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3^Ti(h  people  who  arc  to  pay  that  million  and  a  half  Tor  loiIn|p  tc«^^ 
I  (ay,  CQ^Id  we  fuppofc  fuch  a  caie,  the  'queftion  on  thaC  fuppoil-  . 
*tlon  prppouDded  would  be  noUiiog  more  nor  kf^  tKan  thi»-^whe« 
'ther  the  ladividuak  eajnpoiing  the  Legiilitive  Body  ha vf  a  right  for , 
their  own  profit  to  iefi  the  v^llamtvtt  o£  the  country— ^to  alfirm 
that  tkey  cannot^  requires  Scarcely  a^j  other  argucneiU  thaalh^ 
l^oAeit  iRftiii^  of  the  humaa   mind-^the  nx^iral'  fcrffe  ifoptanted  ia . 
t(L«  heart  of  man^  attd  tl^e  ru4iffieat^  «f  rlg^l  and  wroiig  {-egi(l«/e4 
in  every, breafi.  ,  ^        : 

The  fingUui  Mirtiilcrthmks  othcrwife — he  pw>oouiicc8  the  Iriih 
>^arUament  ahrpliite-^^he  gives <io reafon — he  who  denied  the  power, 
oF  France  to  alter  her  GroVerQmeiK,.ttaiotaifis  c^be  oi»nipotei>cc 
ef  the-  trifti '{Parliament  to  anaul|bef  Conftkuugn— he  wh^fe  Par* 
liftmentjprot^ed  ^a\u&  itk  competence  iipw,  afirms  iH  omnipo* 
tenc&---hak  fuppotts  this^falfe  do^iac  by  the  co^fufiott  and  inapplt-. 
xatiqiA  6f  m»  ca£es— -^he  ^^anfounds  the  •caTe  o£  a  f^arlianuiR^ 
accepting  of  ihe  Legiilatt^  dofnf^ioa  of- afiother  country 
^fth  the  treaekery  of  the  Parliament  of  that  country^  betray  rag, 
•transfCTnng,.  or  felling  tSe  l^egiflatire  power--Wbatl  do«a  ht 
%meafi  to  lay  that  the  Parliament  of  England  is  comf  eUnt  to  frraiitr-' 
ler  to*  freUnd  the  X^e^aturc  of  Great  Bri|ain^>-dae»  he  mean  t^ 
.fay  that  ihe  i$  competeitt  to  redoce  the  nantbcr  loan  iniignificaRt 
proDdrtiony  ana  iranefer  tft^  part  and  the  teat  of  IrC^^iUtioOi^  that 
i$;tbe  £ln^lifh  Xegiflatidn  itf^^to  the  Freach  LegifiaCioft  gf  j^la» 
yetlbeheve  ff  the  Irench  oot>Qcil  ihouUckufe  to  traHsf^p  the. 
"  liegrflatibn  of  France  to  the  Parlia9|eat  of  Weftapittftcr^  EngiantI 
would  fcarcely  befitate  oa  the  fubjej^  of  her  owu  competency ^^-f 
.the  one  fs  the  competency  of  a^quL&iion^rT-the-competet^ey  of  cU'rvU 
nutton — the  compcieiicy  o^  aggraodjfemeH|y  theothfc  it  the  cpm- 
.petency'of  trea&a^ — the  competency. of  del^qqueocy — the  com pe^ 
teni^y  pf  ahdtcatiea,^ — When  he  compare?  this  cafe  with  the.refonaa 
^f  rarCamentf  he  is  e^at^y  feeble  and  falhtcious'j  he  argues  that 
to  reftore  the  third  eftate' of  the-  Commpn^  to  whom  hf»  fnend>» 
argue  it  bekM^gs^  and  to  deftrpy  wUh  that  vi«w  ui  a  few  ffidivt* 
^tiafsiy  the  m9no|)oly  of  popukr  fraachire  te  whom  on^  no  principle 
of  ConftituttoA  it  can  belongs  that  Uf  |o  revive  the  priu<:ip!e  of. 
repretentation,  ia  tantanaount  to  aA  a^aboliihiitg  in.fuhdaifctt  acid 
tutA'xlke  reprefe^taiioTi  itiS^if,  and  annihilation  the  Ktngy  Lerds* 
and  Commons  «f  thi#  realoi^  he  compares  the  prtiiiiitg  the  tree 
that  It  may  bear  fruit,  to  the  taking  it  out  of  the  ear^  root  and 
ad,,  he  does  not  cnn^ne  himfelf  to  one  inftaiice  of  in|f,prpl;ic^ iopi 
tie  pa^a  fwirm  with  them,  be  proceeds  to  compare  \^  cafe  of 
•the  repeitl  of  Aatutc  disabilities  with  an  siik  impofii^  d:i{ra^hlhty  ou 
the  whole  reatnv  he  compaises  the  a^  fetlpring  the  Catholic  to  the 
ete£iivie  franchi£e^  to  an  aft  disfranchiUng  {\vX  a  particular  tnanK 
not  a  particular  fec^  but  m  Cubila<>ce,  and  effect  the  !i|^hole  Iving* 
dom  >  from  the  ina{)|rliCation  of  his  cafes  he  proceeds  ta  .tl)«  rrfora 
^  hi^  dodinnc^  tihen  he  fays  that  abrQtute  power  of  Parliament 
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»  neccffary  for  the  repofe  of  the  ftate ;  hi  thinks  that  the  ftate  of 
fociety  is  beil  fecurcd  when  there  is  a  body  always  in   exrClencc 
conripetent  to  overturn,  or  fell  her  ConiUtution ;  he  tliinks  that 
the  happinefs  of  mankind  ia  bed  promoted  when  a  dandg  defpe- 
rate  Miqifter,  I  know  of  no  Minifter  more  defperatc'or  daring — 
(hall  be  able  by  packing  a  Parliament,  to  overtbrn  the  liberties  of 
the  People;  he  thinks  their  happincfs  worft  preferved  when  the 
.  body  competent  to  overturn  them  is  not  aflembhd,  a[nd  when  this 
body  that  is  affembled  has  not  the  cprnpetencyt  ?ind*\vhen  both 
thefe  fecure  the  frcedpm  and  eternity  of  the  fociety  by  the  repofe 
of  her  powers;  for  this  dodlrine  I  iaythe  Miniftcr  has  given  uq 
r^afons  \  he 'has  been  equally  fparing  of  his  authorities^ — Had  hi's 
friends  done  the  fame,  they  ^ould  have  been  niofe  prudent— vtliej 
indeed  have  quoted  Lotd  Somers  as  an  authority,  to  prove  the' 
power  of  P^rliameUtjo  furrcndcr  the  Legiflativc  Authority  of  on^ 
country  to   another,    confounding  the.  cafe  of  a'furrender   with' 
the'cafip'  of  an  aecept^nce.'  Lord  SomerS  is  authority,  (and  fb' 
would  every  judge  and«very  Englifh  lawyer),  that'if  any  one  Le- 
giflature,  or  that  if  all  the  Legillatures  on  ear^  were  willing  to 
furreiidcr  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  inheritances  of  the  globe 
'  to  Great  Britain,  her  Parliament  ftand  ready  to  accept  them.    He 
ita'tes  that  this  his  do£irine  is  particularly^  true  in  a  mfxed  Conilitu- 
tion  like  tliat  of  England— it  is  exactly  "the  contrary»^it  is  parti- 
cularly falfe  in  a  n;iixed  Qoverqmept  like  that  of  £ngland-^in  a 
country  where  the  Crown  is  held  by  recorded  qonipad^,  and  the 
'Parliament  fits  by  temporary ^cprefentation-^'tis  peculiarly  falfe 
in  a  fiountry  where  the  Parliament  and  the  Crown  ftand  upon  the 
powers  of  the  fociety,  iatrtpofing  without  any  authority  but  tha^, 
of  the  fociety,  and  affembled  in  a  moil  refpedable  and  comprehen- 
iwc  dcfeription.  and  witti  the  aflent  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation, 
depofing  one  King,  electing  another,  and   cqndituting  a  Parlia* 
liient,  and  fuch  awe  did  they  entertain  for  their  Conftitution,  that 
they  a^^td  as  a  Conventidn  but  for  a  picmcnt,  to  fet  Up  a  Parlia- 
ment for  an  eternity— ftb  do  what — to  repair  every  thing,  to  pre- 
fcrvc  every  thing,  I  and  to  ^bolifh  nothing,  fave  only  the  abufes 
that  threaten^  to  pbolifhjihe  Conftitution.— On  this  fubjed  he 
not  only  errs  in   his  reafoning,  but  his  conception  of  reafoning  oH 
the  fubjcft  is  fallacy ij:^  error ,  he  affefts  to  meafure  the  elements 
of  human  juftice  by  The  elements  of  Britifh  empire.     Do  not  ad- 
mit the  pi^^'iicipl^  of  juitice^  do  not  admit  human  right,  elfe  what 
becomes  6f  our  cohqucft  of  Wales,  elfe  what  becomes  of  our 
Union  with  Scotland  \     He  might  have  gbne  on— he  might  have 
extiepdcd  hts  argument  to  tlie  £afl  and  Wed  Indies,    had  the 
Biitiih  Parliameojt  fucceeded  in  its  attempts  on  Amenca.     He 
U^ould'have  more  argument,  of  this  nature  ;  but  what  is  all  this  to 
us  ?     If  Scotland  chofe  to  transfer  her  Lcgtflaturc  to  England,  of 
if  Wales  were  co|iquercd|  is  that  a  reaibn  wh^  Ireland  fhould  ad- 
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tnit  the  competency,  of  the  Parltameot  to  funender  herrightSy  oi^> 
the  juftice  and  validity  of  a  right  of  conqueft — the  fad  i8>  (hat  the* 
acqutefcencc  of  Scotland  for  a  century,  and  the  acquiefcence  of; 
Wales  for  naany  centuri^s^  have  become  the  laws  of  thefe  refpeo* 
live  couikries  ;  the  practice  and  the  confent  of  nations  fur  periods 
of  time  become  their  law$,  and  make  the  original  a6l  of  combina* 
tion,  whether  it  be  £onque(l  or  treachery,  no  longer  fc-rutable  nor 
material.     In  a  courfe  of  years,  conquelt  may  be  the  foundation 
of  connexion,  and  rape  of  marriage  $  fuch  has  been,  not  feldon, 
the  elements  of  empire  ;  but  fuch  are  not  the  elements  of  juftice  ;• 
the  principles  of  right   and  virrong  fo  intermix  in  centuries  of 
human  dealing,  as  to  becon;ie  infeparable  like  light  and,  fhade ;  but 
does  it  follow  that  there  is  po  fuch  thing  as  light  and  fhade ;  no 

fuch  thing  as  right 'and  wrong--: 1  am  fure  that  the  right  of 

£ngland  to  the  acquifit ions  above  itated  are  perfedly  found  and 
Mnqueftionable  ;  I  fliould  be  forry  it  were  otherwife  ;  and  there- 
fore I  am  exceedingly  glad  it  does  not  reft  013  the  ground  on  which- 
he  has  placed  it* 

I  might  however  wave  all  this  and  produce  agajnft  him  two 
authorities,  to  either  of  which  in  this  cafehe  miift  fubmit,  tht 
one  is  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  the  other  is  himfelf,  after  having 
denied  in  fubftance  the  power  of  the  people,  which  he  calls  a  fo- 
vereignty  in  abeyance — and  after  having  maintained  in  terms  ab« 
folutely.  unqualified,*— the  unlimited  authority  of  ParUamentt 
tiiat  i&,  its  omnipotence^  /he  docs  acknowledge  relu6lantly  and  at 
length  that  Parliament  is  not  ufilimitcd,-^-^nd  that  there  dpes  exift 
in  the  fociety  a  power  in  abeyance,  he  tells  you  there  may  b&a 
cafe  ofabufe  calling  for  the  interference  of  the  people  colle^ivcly, 
.or  of  a  great  portion  thereof,  ^as  at  the  revolution  of  I788.  I 
fuppofr,  now  if  there  can  be  fuch  a  cafe  of  abute  calling  for  fuch 
an  interference  ;  there  muft  be  a  power  in  abeyance  to  anfwer  that 
call,  and  to  queftion  that  abufe,  and  the  point  in  difpute  is  not 
touching  the  application  of  that  power  but  its  exiftence,  the  other 
authority,  namely  the  Parliamehtof  Ireland,  has  publicly,  folemn- 
ly,  and  unanimoufly,  difclaimed  and  renounced,  in  the  following 
memorable  and  eternal  exprelSdns,  any  competency  whatever  to 
transfer  or  furrender  the  unalienable  right  and  inheritance  of  the 
People  of  Ireland,  to  be  governed  by  no  other  Parliament  whatfo- 
cver,  fave  only  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland—- 
**  The  right  of  the  People  of  Ireland  to  be  ful^eA  to  law«  made 
**  by  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  and  no  other,  is 
»"  their  ancient  inheritance,  which  we  claim  on  our /part  and  on 
*^  theirs,  and  which  we  cannot  furrender  but  with  life/'  What 
.will  the  Miniftcr  fay  now — but  he  has  more  difficulties  again  ft 
him-^he  has  his  own  authority,  againft  his-  own  projeQ ; — he 
ftates,  that  his  obje£l.  is  identification  of  people—he  fays,  it;  is  not 
th^  £ngli(h  ihyjf  it  is  iM>t  the  Englifti  Militia^  nor  the  Engh'fh 
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Ibrtiiufff  tM>r  fcke  InOl  Yeonsn,  nor  tht  Iri(k  FarIUmcnt»  ttmt 
cut  &v<e  yoii^^Mjr  oii^y  by  dianet  fucctcd — hni  youf  great  de-« 

Endcnce  it  tle^  id^niifieation  of  the  People  of  the  two  Natron^ — 
Ames  f»ft2i$r,  tbtft  M9  identifi cation  ia  Receda^-y  for  a  prcfent 
purfk>fe^-«^ajn€lyr  the  ckitnc*  of  tbe  era]>frc  agaidfl  the  ambitioil  • 
of  Frftnee  I'^ktrc  tkent  U  the  gt'cat  principle  of  bi«  tlniooi  as  ex- 
{Mrei^dby  himCelf^  ttie  i4^»li^atioa  (^  tbc  ^eofdeo^  th^  two 
Naltio6tf>  to  »  ]n-«ient  ptirpofe^ — ae^ordio^  to  that  prinaipte^  let  us 
«;iafliiile  lii»pro^d-^C  i|f  acjt  an  id^«ti6catioa  of  People»  aa  it  ex-- 
cludH  the  Oii»boli<;  froM  the  ParlbflleBt  and  ihe  Stale — it  ia  do€  - 
ap>  idcfitifiGatiafi  ^f  Govenft^entr  ^r  it  retains  the  I^ord  Lieute^ 
imtd  tkn^hh  Courl^t  f*  n<>taa  ideiiitifittatiofi  of  Edablifhmcnts— - 
it  k  a0t  Hh  idsntricttion  4)f  Reteatiei — it  ib  Hoi  as  ideotificatioa 
<ii  C^iiin«r«e«<^or  yoa  huve  dill  relative  duti«»y  and  counterviil- 
ij»g  dm iei-^t  is  »ot  sm  idestificaUoH  of  Irtterefts— «bccauie  £n|jp« 
la«rd  feltivf 8  ih^deif  as  fbe  ^BcreafiBS  th«  ^oporcfoo  of  Irifh  taxa* 
tid*f  smI  diminifh^s  her  burthens^   by  tiomtfvuiikatiAg  them  to 
Ireland — the   prefect  Conftitmion  nnay  be   faid  to  be  oisarlyaa 
#^al  trsiA^f  9tt6  »»  «C|ttal  libort jT'-^-^ffd  the  Uiuob  to  he  si  tai^  and 
»  dfavr  back  tfpo^  thai  squdt  fvade,  and  upo»  that  equal  liberty — 
fof  £»  HfYuqh  a  diOnnnti^R  of  that  idcotification  of  inUrefts,  if  k  be^ 
fMrt  in  ideiktiti^iitili  of  iotereiW  iliU  k&  is  it  an  idcntiiiGatioa  of 
iteliogp  and  of  fysfepathy^  the  UnfoB,  theOf  is  not  a»  identificatioii 
of  thtt#9  national  it  ismerdy  ^  t»trgcv  <>f  the  Farliament  of  oi4S 
m^ltrnf  Hi  thit  6f  th<  ^her ;— *-oae  nation,  naoieiy  En^nd,  r€^ 
l^as  Mky  fi»tt  ^opc^rf ioiMn^lFebiid  flrikes  off  two-thirds— 4he  does 
ts^  tmhsut  sty  regard  skhcr  M»  her  pftktit  oumbu*,  or  ts  com- 
]^tati«t  fyhyfi^l  Arsilgth  ih*^(he  is  more  thai»  ou^-tbird  in  popub^. 
Cion^  ki  territory »  it»d  ief»  lha»  one^fixth  in  repfefuitatiofl<--4hus 
%)kft  is  Uo  idfwti&estisi^  i»  any  thia^x  feve  only  in  Legiilaitiire,  in 
whtch-thiMre  is'a  coimpkle  ilad  ahA>lut«  ah{bvptMa«-^it  LUoivsy  fha«> 
»hc  tsro  R^ios*  are  sot  idef»ufied«  though  xUt  hUh  Le^iil^ture 
his  a(bforl)«d#  and  by  that  ^  of  abforpcioa  the  feelings  etbn€  o^ 
the  flations  rf^t  4fktf ti^d  tal  ati«iMted<^the   peuiions  on   our 
tshls  btfpvlk  th«t  id»e»a|i<li»^th<  adwftiflrsnioa  n»u^  by  thi^ 
liin«  be  aci^usiiHed  wiih  itf  thsy  mvA  k«dw«4hat  Unioii  is  Iriw 
siien^iQ»«  and  htfiofiriag  thai,  (hey  m.uft  be  convinced  that  th«y 
hmrt  the  suthof^y  of  the  ^tiivifttrs  afgument  agabft  tht  Miniders 
fiti^^^^^l  am   ft^A  ftffprike^  thst  this  p»oje£t  of  Union,  (hould 
alfaiato  the  InAf^  they  coDfid^r  it  as  t  blow — two  Honourable 
GesikivieA  hsvc  exfMreffid  that   fsftt^ieoti  with   an  ardour  which 
docs  %\iirik  honiour — iffgenuous   ycmng  me»f    they  have  fyoken 
tnth  unfi)|4llflksst€d  Aeelisg,    sad  cIm  native  hontl&y   of  good 
Itufit-       The    «|iieAio»is  Hot  now    fuch    as  occapiied   you  of  . 
fdd^  ifO^  old  JPoyniAgt^    tM>t  peciikflion)   not   phioder,    not  aa 
ftmt^goy  not  »  CaMrh«^  h'ltip  not  a  Refofni  UIU— a  is  your  he<^ 
illg*^it  is  morei  it  i$  y^uf*  life  t6  c^ine  whether  you  wiH  go  with 
jhe  Cdftle  at  your  head  to  the  tomb  of  Charlemont  and  the  Volun- 
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l€iei«>  Midcr»feliw  Epitapii-^oi'  whether  your  cliil^en  f!ialig<> 
to  jonr  gFav«t  Ciyfiig  a  v^fiaty  a  raQkary  Court  attacked  die  11  • 
iMrrti^s  of  the  £ri^,  aod  tiere  ti«  the  benes  of  the  honotifable 
dead  men  who  &¥ed  their  ecMmt<ry.-^-Siich  aa  Epitaph  is  a  nohilf- 
Cy  which  die  Kicig  cannot  gi-ve  h»  flaVea^ — it .  U  a-  gi^^rj  wkich.thc 
Cvowf)  caifBOt  ^«  the  King* 

.  Th£  C»A^»f^i%U)K  of  i;h#  £;Ljp4iiii^f «.  bid  bf  thought  k  ao* 
^iTarf  «o  lay  »  fcye  wprdjriaajjjfwer  to^jth^  siwlfaft  fp^^di  <>f  tifeui* 
JtJoo*  <kot]«iiiaQ  who  hdj  ipoluip  jsift,  r^%^0g  thi?  «Qi»f^tjrR(^ 
•  ojF  iParJiiuDeAt*  E*eiy^  Cofiftifcutip^it  however  fiMiJj^fcdJD;  wit 
idojn«  «ir  hovr^v^r  »dA)ii?iftfir£d  wif h  j^^iiiecf  ^poatfuined  wkhJiKi  it<- 
fdi[  from  the  ^aluri?  of 'huouQ  ^aira,.  tjUe  f(^  of  dec;i|y,  ao4 
tiKri;  muft  iJwhfiil  £9n«>vh<rie#  «  ppwcr  ^apabk  of  ^Q»Ui)|«ra^og 
the  ^flpeS^  wl^i^ch  thefe  4;du£e«  would  in  .^jiip  p^vit^bly  pro4iiQ:  ^ 
9Pd  4»^.iouft  he  tb^  Sp«£P^gA  Fofi^^r  .wb«Fe««^  k  was  fe4g«<i j 
ffaat  jfi  ^  ^uiih  Copfti^iUion  ihatppwcz  was  iodg<»d  1411^  ,fiu>- 
liamfat-w^  d>  pi«p{¥)iitipo  whkh  could  ii4>t  b^  ferioufly  <)pubt«f|» 
Tbe  H^«  G^tlpvan  b(kd  quoted  X«0(^ke,  BoJingbrok^,  luid  iu- 
i^iufl^  |>ut  b<^  (Mr^  Corry)  would  h^  Ifave  «p  r^fcr  hiJD  to  author 
luticfiy  fam^  i^kr  ;99d  Come,  bter^  ^om  the  tioie  ^  Fkt^.  l^ 
fibckftoACy  ifubi^b  wojiJd.cftAbliih  ^hi3  4inoj)iQii(itipo^'  that  tb&r$ 
.muft  iubfiA-  iomtrvvjbere  j^  neio^dial  power  tp  i:9rm&  th^k  ^yiK 
whiph^in  tiw^  unA  nec^f&rily  ar^f.  •  fU  hsggfi  ik>  ^  .1^ 
i^QA.  <l£oiJe(na(i  ii  tim  power  w«»  not  v^Ud  m  FiiiiiiiA^eift^ 
wah  whpnv  U  wa9  lodgqii  f  wuiU^l  jbe  fajr  it  twaa  v^M  with  (^bir 
>a4y  x^fle&pr«.^  what*pai^{  pf^^CooAituticm  Jufti^^d  thstt 
aflertiou  i!^  The  fyn^oof  gf  the  ^kdo^;*  wei^.  -^ofoed  !#  ibfc 
«hopfij[||g  pf  .nipKcfeaxatii^s  to  fnaoiajft  d»at  buS^fh  whi^h  the. 
.cloSkofA  .peuild  Qattraofa<^.fQr  tj>cm&lvei»  W4Mild  jthe  ii.  dio^^ 
iH^a  fay  it  wai  velkd  in  the  p$p^  sit^^rg^  •  TbMi  wpoU^  his  ^»^ 
af^eal  irom  the  Parll4<«fu^  ro  th^  |^$;p|)ie»  10  dfcidr  Ahfit  ^hi^ 
Sarliaaicnt  ws^t^ahokn  1^  decide  Aoni  the  phyiieai  t^vpo^biby  of 
^bepcqpVe  £i»aicirmf  fvoh  >  piowerjtb^i»(cIv<«,  ^  {t  w^w  •dbrar  th;it> 
if  f^^h  apow^  did  not  &ihfift»  ^bcr<c  we»e  np  vcacii  hy  i^hich  ch« 
Ikene£t8  of  the  Cooilituti»n  could^be  per^avweptly  rocur^d;.  and' 
^  it  did  fubliil»  it  was  cqi^lly  clear  tb^  itrcould  only  he  veft^it' 
Uk9  jand^^ecciCed  by  Psixh^ui^nK^-^ThQ  Hon^  G<«t4ein«i9  hmi  ^01^ 
Jh&«  i>f  9  fopia)  conafMiSb,  as  par^uij^uDt  to^  the  Caciftitui^«»,  biMt 
be  bad^QiItted  to  ftate  wbco-that  cpmpadk  w«^.is9de»  by  whom  i$ 
.vaiania^,  where  it  wsn^  d)bpofi(cd  or  reqord^  nnd  by  what  ma^^B^ 
^doo  what  Qccj&Qfis  it  wa^^to  fup^^iJ'Qde  ithe  awbprity 'qC>  f^l^ 
wmaU  Snifik  appw^.^as-  thiat  which  BOQft^xi^  nader  th*^  iov^gi^ 
jNiry  /eoftopa<^  wpuld  he  i^)cpmpatlblc  with  U\e  cnift^Ace  of  ihe 
Jiriufh  Cf^tLiwtumt  by  which  the  fpwcrjeign  powier  of  t-h^  ftiaiie 
waa  s(e{):ed  withpiU  rcfervattoa  in  tlw:  King,  Lorda,  gpd  Ciwr 
«mn«.^   Iji.  the  coofic  of  hU  fpeccb  the  Honour^Mc  G^tlt^»« 
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had  thought  proper  to  dcta^il  at  ibmc  length  fcveral  mftatices. 
in  which  Ireland  had  been  opprefled  by  t{ie  rarjiament  of,  Gre^t 
Britain.  He  could  not  bnt  applaud  the  moderation  .w^th  ,.whicl| 
the  Hon«  Gentleman  had  fpoken  upon  this  .fubjed^^  .xhough  he 
could  not  but  exprefs  his  diiapprobation  of  the  principles  be  had 
advanced  and  the  effects  they  were,  likely  tp  produce*  He  ha<i 
mentioned  twoadts  of  Charles  tliefecond,  throne  of  which  pro* 
hi)>ited  the  Irifli  from  ejjporting  th^ir  cattle,  and  the  otlier  pro- 
hibited them  the  colony  tradr,  and  the  aft  of  King  William', 
which  presented  the  exportation  and  dcftroyed  the  manufafture  of 
wool  in  Ireland.'  But  in-  commenting,  upon  them,  the  Hoir. 
Gentlemn^  had  not  thought  it  necefTary  to  ftatc  'that  thofe  a£b 
were  no  longer  in  exiilence,  and  that  the  policy  which  diftated 
them  was  no  more.  Had  the  People  of  Ireland  been*  brought. 
_to  the  bar, ^  had  been,  propo fed  by  an  Hoh.  Barortcl  (Sir  J. 
Parnell)  would  not  the  grazier  hate  thought,  from  .the  manner  in 
which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fpoke,  that  the  penalties  of  the  aft 
were  in  force,  and  that  the  exportation  of  cattle  was  prohibited  i 
Would  not  the  woollen  manufafturer  have  thought  thajt  there 
Was  a  prohibition,  by.  an  Englifh'^ft  of  Parliantent  againft 
the  c5fcportution  of  wool  from  Ireland .?  To  declaim  upon  griev- 
ances which  had  long  ce^i fed  to  exift,  could  hardly  be  calculated 
for",  but  certainly  could  anfwer,  no  other  end  than  that  of  in- 
fiannng  the  public  mind.  He  would  not  follow  the  Hon.  Gent, 
through  any  more  of  his  fpeech,  but  he  thought  it  necefTary  to 
obfervc  upon  two  topics  which  Ijad  been  mentioned  in  the  de- 
bate ;  the  tirft  was  with  regard  to  a  cotnpaft  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  .rcfpcfting  the  Linen  Trade,  and  the  other  was 
an  aflertion  which  had  been  madtf,  that  fpecial.  authority  had  been 
given  tQ  the  Scotch  Parliament  to  en^ft  the  Union  with  Eng*- 
land-  With  refpeft  to  the  fornfjer,  it  had  been  Hated  early  in  thfc 
debate  that  the  Linen  Trade  of  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  watfr- 
cored  by  a  compaft  between  the  two  countries  in  the  reign  of 
King  William,  by  which  the  export  of  Woollens  from  Ireland  to 
foreign  countries  was  given  up  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  Xiufn  Trade  of  Ireland  was  ftipulatfcd  on  the 
other.  He  begged  to  apprize  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made 
that  ftatement,  that  he  was  adopting  a  very  dangerous  ground  on 
which  to  defend  the  Linen  Trade  of  Irelahd  :  In  Great  Britain 
that  compaft  was  undcrdood  very  diff^^rently,  and  it  was  contend- 
ed there,  that  whatever  the  compaft  was,  it  in  faft  no  longer  . 
fubfifted,  the  confideration  on  the  part  of  Ireland  having  been 
withdrawn  ;  the  fafts  with  refpeft  to  that  compaft  on  which  thts 
argument  was  founded,  were  thefe  :-r-In  the  reign  of  William  the 
Third j  when  that  arrangement  was  made  on  the  addreiTes  of  the 
two  Houfea  of  the  Englifh  Parlianient,  by  which  the  woollen 
exports  of  Ireland  to  foreign   countries  was  to  be  di£continued» 
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iti^  tVtltucn  tnviidfaAtire  in  Irclaiid  -Wis  to  be  cneoUf^ed,  the 
Irffli  PsirlHMMQt^afled  sin  ad»^prphibttiiig  the  exportation  of 
mrooHfent  fof  foxtt  ycarH  '  f  faat  aft  cx^lrccl,  aiid  the  prohibition 
Wai  tfevei'  fenfcWfcd  by  any  aft^oC^thi  Irift  PafHamcnt.  Tliere 
Was,  however,  ati  aft  pafled  in  thc'^^'fingirfh  .E*irliament|  lOth 
Wiflmm  UT:  by'  ivhteh  that  prohibition  was  continued^'  aod  -uk^ 
flit  *fts  of  the  PafNitni^nt  of  England  did  at  that  time  bind 
Ireland  in  firft^  the  ejtpott  of  Irlfh  woollens,  to  forei^-.  eoun^ 
ih*rca  ^aa  ftfff  prdhlbited*  IH  1 7  79  Ireland  demanded  a  free  trade  | 
and  ifi  178^  the  repeal  of  the  6rh  George  I.  declaring  tlie  right 
&f  iht  Pai^liamerft  of  Great  Brilfatn  to  tiind  Ireland  ;  but  in  ^on- 
feqaenc<f  of  the  aft^^  of  Renunciation,  the  aft  of  the  16th  Wm« 
III.  paffed  in  England  iiei^aae  no  longer  in  force;  and  the  export ' 
tf  Irifc  woollens  no  longer  prohibited.  If,  therefore,  that  prb- 
tribitton,  which  wa^  The  conuderation  on  the  psnt  of  Ii*erand  wsii 
withdrawn,  the  coltipaft  did  h\  confequence  no  longer  continti^^ 
in  force ;  iind  therefore  no  right  could  Se.fet  up,  under  that  com- 
paft,  to  the  Britifh  naiicet  andto  Britffli  preferencea  and  boun«^ 
ties  for  thi^  IV-ifH  linen  RfaAufafturt.  Such  were  the  ftatementi 
of  thofe  «^o  profcfs  to  ftate  the  fafts,  and  to  argut  from"  them 
wKh  refpeft  to  that  conipaft.     It  was  not,  therefore,  the  fafed 

Eound  on  which  to  -reft  tiie  claims  of  Ireland,  with  refpeft  to  th^ 
«■  mannfkfture  in  Great  Britain. -r-Upoh  the  fubjeft  of  the  in- 
tfroftipetcncy  of  ParKaArieht,  it  had^een  obicrvcd  by  an  Honi 
Bart.  ^Str  John  Pamdl)  that  the  Scotch  Parfiament  afted  under 
fpecia!  authority  rn  enaftin|r  thf  Unfon.  Firft,  it  wai  tb  be  o%!>l 
fervcd,  that  no.  fuch  fpecia'l  authority  wad  ever  pretended  witH 
Xtfpeft  to  the  Parfiament  of  England  ;  and  as  to  the  Scotch'  Par- 
ihnnent^  it  would  befeen  whether  tile  fafts  would  fupport  the  ar« 
Mmentsfbnnded  opon  it  by  tlie  Hon.  Bart.  In  1762,  the  Par^ 
li^metits  of  England  and  of  Seothind,  whiclu  w6re  in  being  at 
the  acceflion  of  the  Queen  in  both  cotmtries,  each  pafled  an  a  A 
}»  enable  the  Queen  to  appoint  Commiflkmera  to  treat  of  a  Unioitf 
^l)etween  the  two  kingdoms  ^  and'  immediately  after  pafling  thefc 
sifts,  the  Parliamenta  ^ere  both  drfTolved,  in  17^2.  Th<l  Conw 
miffioners  appointed  vifct  in  the  fame  year/  and  continued  their  de^ 
jiberatiomi,  notwithftanding  the  difiR>latlQn  of  the  o(d  and  th^ 
/^eftion  of  the  new  Parliament,  till  the  month  of-  July  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  acrhen  they  w-erc  finally  dtdjeurned.  It  was  to  be  ,„ 
pre(«m^  tliat  had  thefe  Commiffioners  concluded  on  term^  ' 
.the  treaty  would  have  been  ratified  by  the  Legi^btBfet  rtfp^c^ 
.fively»  and  it  was  not  pretended  that  the  Parliament  of  Scotland 
had  any  fpecial  auithptity  for  pafiing' that  aft,  for  aj^inting 
Commiffloners,  nor  for  carrying  tfae  tteaty  into  cfFeft,  had  it 
been  concluded  before  their  dt^olutron.  Ndw  the  ftft  relied 
uponby  ^hpfe  who:Qated' a  fpecial  authority  having  been  given' 
SP  tkf  Pnrliament  of  Scotluid  to  conclude  i  treaty  of  Union  wils 
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this  r*--on  the  fummoniDg  a  aew  Parliament  in  Scotland- the.  proer 
xlaiDation  ilTaed  by  the  Qtieen  recited  two  points^  that  whereaf 
int  \va«  ebgageU  in  an  eipimliVc  wari^^^iiiL  whereas  ij  authority  o£ 
^0.9  of  both  Parliaratnts,  (he  had  .appointed  Commiffioners  to  treat 
•£a<  Union  to  be  ratij&fd-hy  both  rarliSmentSy  therefore  the  Farjiia^ 
meht  \v«n>4t»-t}e  called.     It  wa»  not  ftate^by.any   writer  except 
13e  Foe  that  any  fptcial  authority  of  any  kind  was  giTcn.  to  the 
Scot ch. Pat lia<nent^  nor  even  hinted  at  by  any  cotcmporary  au- 
thor, ahd^  it  was  now  confidently  ftated   that'  this  mention  of  the 
Union  in  tW   Proclamation  was  the  only   trace  of   any  docu**- 
ment  on. which  fpcclal  authority  eould  be  (ugged^d.     It  was  fiir-- 
ther  to  be  oLierved  that  as  to.  the  duties  which  took  place  ia 
iE;5nfe<|uence  of  their  diilblution  no  fpecial  notification  whatever 
to  the  ele&ors  of  Scotland  was  made  upoa  the  fub}ed  of  Ubioii*. 
her  writs  for  ele<Slion  had  nothing  >fpecial-^-the  proceedings  at 
the  eledkion  had  nothing  fpecial— ^e  veturns  had  nothing  fpecial*. 
and  no  fpecial  inHru^ions  or  authorities  of  any  fort  did  in  ai|.y 
part  of  Scotland   take  place.     Had  fuch  fpecial  'authority  been 
necefTaiy,  had  all  the  a6ts  of  former  Parliaments  for  accompUfiiing 
an  U.ixonbeen  dtfedtive  forwant^of  fuch  fpecial  authoritys  it  was 
to  be  prefiuhed  that  fome  mor^  fpeeial  notification  on  the  fubjed^ 
would  ha?e  been  made,  -fome  more  fpecial  proceedings  had,,  and 
fome  fpecial  record  would  fome  where  or  other  have  been  made 
of  the  grant  of  fu«h  authority. — It  was  perh^s  fair  to  prefume 
that  infueh  a  cafe  the  Parliament  would  have  thought  right  to  re«- 
cord  'm  the  a£k,  in^  which  they  esLercifed  fpecial,  and  4bove  theic 
ordinary  powerst  the  g^snt  ot  that  authority..    No  fuch  record^ 
however,  nor  any  thing, relating. to   fpecial  authority  in   thdrle- 
giflative  adsfor  confirmu^   the  U^ion..    Mr.   Corry  coAcloded 
with  dating^,  that  at  fo  very  late  an  hour  he  would  noC  trefpafs 
loQger  upon  the  indulgence  or  the  Houfe* 

Dr.  DviGENAN — I  am  utiwi&ihg  to  give  my  vote  in  fupport 
»f  a  meafure  of  fuch  importance  as  the  confolidation  of  the  reallns 
ef  Great  Britain-  and  Ireland  by  an  incorporating  Union,  withbutof 
.  explaining  to-  my  coutitryraen  tb^p  reafons  which  have  influenced 
me  to  contribute  my  Weak  af&ftance  to  fo  momentous  a  meafure. 
X  (hall  endeavour  to  comprefs  them  into  as  fmall  a  compafs  as 
^fiible :  premifing,  hower,  that  I  feel  no  inconfiderable  portion 
ef  difatisradion,  in  perceiving  that  m;^  fentimentson'this  occafion 
are  diffierent  from  thofe  of  many  able  men,  a<  remarkable  for  their 
public  fpifit,  as^'fiMT  integrity,  extent  and  ftrength  of  talents, 
natural  and  acquired,  and  witb  whofe  political  opmions,  fince  I 
took  any  part  in  public  bufindsy  I  have  heretofore  generalty  c^nv 
«urred.  I  confefs  that  I  feel  fome  coufolatipn  in  obferving,  that 
1  differ  alfo  in  opinion  on  the  prefent  bufinefs  from  other  gentle- 
men, with  whole  political  opmion^  I  never  did,  Jior  ever  will 
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'«(mcur»  and  tfa^  although  there  ts  a.divHion  ;among  the  l6yat 
aid  Haunch  fritnds  of  the  Conftittttion  on  the  preient*  queftiqii^*" 
yet  there  is' an  etrttre  cbtnctdence  of  opinion  on  it  among  all  ifact>- 
bin  tVaitors  throughoirt  the 'kingdom,  ttey^toa  ndan  are  hoiHIeto 
tt-^their  princtples  I  a^or^  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  expfeffing 
my  uneairnefe  at  perceiWng  many  loyal  citizens  of  Dublin-  in  this 
particttlar,^a^  to  the  practices  and  decq>tions  of  that  dangerous 
anarchical- blood^thirfty  crew.    'lam  fortified  rn  my  opinion  on 
^18  occasion  by  teilei^'ngy  that  notw-k:h(landing^  the  ht^ftjlity  of 
feme  able  horieft  men  to  the  meafttre,  men  of  equal  integrity  and' 
ability  fuppoit  it,  and  I  think  the  perfons  of  that  dtfcription',^ 
fHends  to  it,  arc  nnich  more  numerous  than  thofe  of  the  famje' 
defcriptton>  who  appear  tn^  the  ranks  of  the  adverfary^     I  fhali 
*firft  make  a  few  obfet-vations  on  the  prefent  (late  of  the  natund 
and  ippHtical  connexion  between  Ghreat  Britain  and  Ireland.     The 
latter  kingdom^  from  its  geographical  fituatton,  is  (hut  0ut  from 
atlintercourfe  with  the  northern  parts  of  Europe^  except  by  the' 
permiiion  of  Great  Britain  :  and  as  Great  Britain  lies  between  it 
and  all  parts  6f  Eurdpe,  from  Bri tany  to  the  Northern  Pole,*  fo 
it  is  in  its  power  to  prevent  in  a  great  mestfure  fts  communication 
ri*ith  all-the  fouthern  pahs  of  Europe  ;  for  Ireland^  in*«ffpeift  'to 
all  Europe,  lies  as  it  were  belnnd'Great  Britain  ;  It  is  aHlfo  divided' 
'ftom   Great  Brifain  by  a  narrow .  channel  only,  cKtending  tlie 
wholelerigth  of  Ireland -from  North  to  South,  in  fome  places  not 
above  fix  leagues  wide,    "its  political  connexion  with  Great  Bri- 
tain I  Ihall  take  up  onthe  bafis  of  nis  Settlement  in  1782,  \vhich 
IS  now  infifted  upon  by  the  adverfaries  of  an .  Incorporating  Union^ 
tfs  aiinal  'Settlement  between  the  two  kingdoms,  never  to  be 
Ranged  or  altered.     Ireland  is  connefted  with  Great  .Britain  by' 
^having  one  branch  of  its  Legiflative '  power*  'to  wit,  the  fegal 
branch  and  the  whole  of  its  executive  power,  in  conjmon  with 
Great  Britain,  and  the  peifon  invefted  with  its  whole-executive* 
•jiower,  and  with  a  part  of  its  Legiflative  power,  endowed  yifiih  a 
veto  on  all  deliberative  refolutions  of  the  other  two  branches  of  the 
Legiflative,  Tefides  if^ 'Great  Britain  :  by  the  Settlement  of  1782, 

'  no  billy  after  it  has  pafled  the  two  .Houfes  of  Parliament  in  Ire- 
land can  become  a  law,  ''till  after  it  has  been  fent  into  Great  -Bri- 
tain, under  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  and  is  returned  from  thenge 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  is  in  fa^,  till  after  it 
has  been  approved  of  by  his  Majefty,  and  his  Britifh  Cabinet 
Council  ;fo  that  under  the  Settlement  df  1782,  the  Britiih 
Mtniftry  can  prevent  the  eaa<^ion  of  any  Ia>«r'  whatfoevcr'in  this 
kingdom;  and  it  feems  to  me  that  there  i^  fome  inaccuracy  in 
Aating  the  Legiflature  of  this  kingdom  to  be  independent  under 

'  thefe  circumftances.    "Certain  I   am,  that  I  have  beard  grievona 

complahits  of  the  control  of  the  Britiih  Cabinet  exercifed  over  ^h'tf 

I«egiflalttre  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  difailrous  efeds  on  this 
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kiogdom  of  a  doable  €ahi|Kt»  BlngliOi  ami  Irifi)^  verf:  patlie||«i 
icaliy  Iniifted  u^on  by  gtnitlemeff,  i^b  riow.  oppofe  #Q  Iscorpontr 
ing  Unidti  oa  the  principle  of  ils  fubvertifig  tji^e  ^eules^ent  o£ 
'^78 2y  and  the  indepeodeqee  of  thi»  kingdom*    I  Kaye  been  iomer* 
what  farprized  at  finding  this  Hpufe  |o  fre(]pientl}r  aiiinied  witi^ 
iHedainktionB  on  the  bpint^  Vbethet  the  6cttlc(Af4^  of  1782  waa 
intended  by  ihp-V^o  kingdoms  as  a  final  ad]ulUt>eqt  of  all  mattcra 
in  difpute  then,  (b  as  cffedlually  !•  fie'cure  tbfeir  perpetual  con- 
^xioA  necei&ry  to  the  bappinef«»  almofl  to  the  e^ftehcc  of  botk. 
aa'  free  ftate),  and' to  ;pre^de  aU  futiire  puflibility  of  feparation.. 
<i:i-*r  look  cfn'  the  queftion,  whether  thiaf  Setllcfnenty  fit  t^e.  t^inc  it 
'ivai  cbiicluded^  was  confidered  or.  inteitded  tpube  ^nal  or  not^  |f 
totally 'immaterikl.     Debate^  upc^n  it  put  me  in  (Qina  of  the  con* 
-^u&  bF. Lawyers  on  a'fuity  as  defer jbecL  By  that  fagaciousobferrter 
of  mankind,  Captain   Lemuel  GulUfcr:; — **  In  pleading/'  ffy% 
^he  Captain,  **  they  ftudiou^y  avoid  entering  iii to.  the  m^^its  of. 
r'^'^  the  caufe  ;  but  are  loud,  violent*  and  tedious  indwelling  iipoA 
'**  all  circumftances  which  are  not  to  the  purpofie  i  for  iiiftiuic^  if 
^^  my  heiglibour  claims  my  cow»  they  never  deiire  40  Jluow'  wha| 
^*  title  my  advtrfary  has  to  my  cbwy^  but  whether  the  faid^'cow 
^'^  were  r^  or  blacks  her  horns  long  or  (hort,  whether  the  field  (. 
"**  graze  her  in  were;  rdtind  or  fqtiare^  ani  the  lii^",      ' 
'    The  trcfe  quefti6h/o4  the  fcttlement  of  ijS^^  to  be  revived  by 
this  Houfe»  is>  whether  thai  Settlement  befuch  asdocaeffe^aUy. 
lecure  the -perpetual  connexion  of  the  two  Jur^gdoins  ?  ^d  not 
v^ether  it  was  cdntidcrtd  as  final  at  the.ti^t  it  was entqpcd  into; 
'—Sir,  the  prefent  connexion  ^tween  Great  Britain  iind,  Ireland 
IS  fucb  ad  baa  no  paralkl  in  thehiitory  of  the  world  t  it  contiina 
til  it  anomalies  heret6fore- unknown  to  the  law  of  nation^  and  the 
feeds  of  difiblutron  ;  thefe  anomalies  muflbeco;reded»  and  tbcfe 
feeds  niall  be  effectually  pi'evented  fromilriking  rooter  which  can  ' 
'only  be  cffe^ed  by  ah  Incorporating  pjaion,  of  the  tw^  hia& 
doma.'    Separation*  or  rathet  an  unfuci:e(iiful  attempt  at  fepara- 
tlon,  which  will  be  attended  with  the  litter  min  and  de/blation  of 
this  kingdom  by'  civil  waf,  wiK  be  the  unavptdable  and  fteceSiry 
cfonfequence'of  the  rejedion  of  that  only  cficidlual  remedy«««-Tha 
prefent  connexion  between  tbi^ 'two  kiagdoma  ia not  fimilarib 
an  alliance  ofil-nfive  and  defenfive  between  two  independent  iiationa» 
which  depends  on  ftipulatiods  entcl^d  ibto  by  the  two  cbntrading 
parties  for  mutual  fecurity  ;  for  if  the  conditions  of  the  aUia^oe 
are  hot  performed  by  one  of  them^  the  Other  may  break  off  from 
the  alliance,  and*  look  to  other  fccurity^  of  take  fuch  measures  aa 
it  may  think  proper  for  its   own  defence,^  and  may  At  auy  time. 
tnter.ihto  leagues  and  treaties  with  other  poWersi  not  inconfiilent 
with  its  offenfive  and  defcnfive  alliance, :'ah<i^  cither  i>a]'ty  haaji 
j-.ight  to  proclaim  vvarormake  peace  on  reaiiimable 'ter^s,  and  t^  . 

eah  oh  the  other  to  a£^  in  nar.  with  its  ftipulated  quota«  or  tO; 
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«aQCD^.  in  ^  Mtficaf icm  oa  reafpnable  Uxmh  (f^  feck  at  it  may 
4ccB?t>ea&>na1il^ ;  hiit  the  q^U  U  (juiti:  othcrwife  with  Irehnd  ia 
rcfpe^i  to  Great  Britaia ;,  pFoclamation  of  war  on  the  part  of 
Occit  IJfiUii).  itgaiDft  avy  power  whatfoeVer,  imme^iatcl]^  li^yplvef 
Ireland  in  hofiuiueay  as  part  of  the  Britilh  empirc»  and  Gr<tfit 
g^9iy  make  peace  without  confulting  in  any  manner  with  Ireland 
pn.'the  terms  or  conditiops^  and, without  (lipulating  in  any  nutnner 
for  l^^r  indemnity  or  compeafation  for  bei;  loiTes  in  the  war.  Ir«^ 
land  cannot  ent^r  ipto.  any  trcary  whatfoever^  either  qammerSpial 
or  ptherwife,  with  any  forci^  p^weri  but  i«  bound  ,by  aU  ihr 
trjcati^  into  which  Great  $nuin  enters,.,  witbout  being  even  cda. 
(ulted^n  the  expediency  of  thcmr  Surelys  (ir,  thefe  are  great  badgisf 
of  dqpendcncy  $  I.  have  heard  gentlemen  at  the  other  fide  of  this 
Houfe  ciE|i7)pUin  bittcrty  of  tb<;n|»  and  whilft  they  ai&rt  the  indc*' 
pendence  of  this  nation  on  Great  ^iitain^  aQd  aiTert  that  fuch 
indi^pendence  was  fequre^  by  the  Settlement  of  i7$2k  and  on 
th9t  Icore  ftri^£^^  tofnpport  that  Settlement  at  finaU  and  nspro^. 
|>ate  all  alteratiopi;  and  xonfeq^ntly  an  Incorporating  Union ; 
they  c^nnQt-  but  admit  the  pcefent  cpuneaioh  between  the  two 
nsttons,  as  fettled  ia  ij^t^  to  be  a  CQnnexion  degrading,  and  ta 
a  high  degree  detriment^  to  thi)|  i^ation,  and  that  it  contain^ 
within  kteUf  a  mip^  .pf  combufUbl^  which  one  day  or  ot^er  wiQ 
)j^  fprvmg^  and  involve  the  country  in  confufiouji  ruin  and  defclar 
tion,  wtuch  it  will,  tali^  a  century  to  repair*.  Exclufiye  of  t(he 
jfforefaid  great  imperial  foarces  of  difeontent  ^nd  animoiity 
|)etween  the;  two  nations,  ari^ng  from  the  very  nature  of  their  pre« 
fsnt  cqnnexiofit,  are  there  no.  other  caufea  of  difunion  interwoven 
with  U  ?  What  lond  complaints  have  we  repeatedly  heard  in  €hia 
Honfct  of  the  ihac]|J<ed  ftate  of  our  comnxeroe  by  our  prefeiit  C9n^ 
nexion  with  Great  Britain  fii^e.the  year  1782  ?  .  Arethefe  caufea 
removed  ?  It  is  admitted,  that  the  Settkmjcnt  of  1782  was  not 
final  with  refpe&  to  the  Tariff  between  the  two  nations;  we 
^rejefted  the  commercial  proportions  flnce  17^,  which  were 
defigned  to  fettle  that  Tariff,  with  diidain^  on  a  fuppolitjon  tW 
iHcy  trenched  on  our  im^inary  imiependeiioe ;  proieffing  that  wq 
would  not  barker  iponftitution  for  commerce.  Is  the  Channel 
Trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  yet  fettled. to  our  fatis^ 
fadion?  ^  the  India  Trade i  Are  numberlefs  other  caufes  of 
difeontent,  jeolqufy  and  emulation  on  the  point  of  trade  betweei^ 
thefe  two  commercial  and  adjacent  nations,  yet  removed  ?'  Ar^ 
the  mouths  of  our  ranting  patriots  continually  bellowing  in  oui; 
ears,,  that  the  interefts  and  purfuits  of  the  two  nations  in  point  o( 
trade  are  incoiispatible  and  irreconcileable ;  and  tha^t  the  ammQlitT 
of  the  inhabitants,  of  the  two  coantries  is  inJlin^^ive^  ye^  dofed  $ 
Or  are  they  ever  lifcely  to  be  clpfed  in  the  prefent  (Ute  of  cor« 
xefpondence  and  brittle  ^nnexion  of  the  two  countries  ?  Surel]| 
i»ot>  ij|e  pvefcat^  cpnnexioD  between  th<^  i»  rathec  a  &ithlel's 
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imtCf  inftda  puluci^  I  nhzn  t  permanent 'fUte  of  iiarmbny  anA 
peace.  '  Federal  Unions^  fuch  as  was  that  of  the  United  Prorinces^ 
being  an  Union  of  a  tiutnber  of  fmall  Republics  for  mtitna!  defence^ 
the  pr^fent  Union  of  the  feveral  dates  of  Ameri^iy  and -of  the 
Germanic  Body, 'have  been  always  accounted  vrcak  and  Ineffi- 
tienty  nre  know  l3y  experience  they  are  fo:  look  to  Germany* 
look  to  t(ie  Ufrited  ProVinees  ^they  viH  all  in  procefs  of  time 
fubmitto  the  fame  fate  with  the  United  Provinces,  that'll,  be 
reduced  to  flavery  by  a  potent  neighbour ;'  or  .will  break  and  fH^ 
parate  into  diftind  Sovereignties  independent  of  each^thcr.'    Yet 
the  prefent  connexion  between  Great  Brrtain  and  Ireland  is  more 
infirm  and  fleeting  than  even  a  federal  Union  ;  fer  in  a  federri 
Union  an  afi*embly  is  formed  by  deputies  fent  from  aU  the  dates 
which  compofe  it,  as  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces^ 
flie  Diet  of  the  German  Empire,  the  Congrcfe  of  America;  which 
iifiembly.  is  empowered  to  decide  and  determine  on  all  i^atters 
lieceflary  to  their  common  fecm'ity  and  intcrcft,  and  to  whofe 
decifions  the  ivhole  Union  is  bound  to  fuborit.     Bnt  there  i^no 
fuck  common  affembiy  to  Support  the  ^connexion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  coufult  for  the  refpeftive  interefts  of 
both.    'Such  a  connexion  can  never  be  fupported  but  by  th< 
decided  fuperiority  of  the  one  ftate  artfing  from  fuperior  firengtk' 
and  opulence,  and'  the  decided  inferiority  of  the  other  in  both 
particulars.  .  Henee  it  arifes^  that  it  will  always  brthe  intereft  of 
t!ie  ftroT^cr  to  rctahn  the  weaker  in  its  ftate  of  inferiority  :  and  of 
the  weaker  to  ftruggle  for  equality  at  leaflr,  and  to  endeavour  to  . 
free  itfclf  froni  fulJedHon  to  Ae  other  hy  every  pofiSble  or  kiGhii 
ineans.  .  Such  a  connexion  u  sdways'  hollow, '  attended  by  tumult 
and    disorders    conftantly    enereafing   and    fermenting    and   at  . 
iength  ending  in  civil  war  and  abfokite  fubjugatton ;  pr  fepara- 
tion  by  ^le  interefted  aUHktncb  of  Tome  arnbitio^  neighbour. 
The  probable  durability  of  iht  prefent  <^ntiexion  between  Great 
Bntain  and  Ireland  cannot  jbe  fupported  by  any  afrguments  drawn" 
from -the  cir-cumftance^  that  his  Majcfty  and  hi;i  Progenitors  for 
thrjee  generations  iiave  enjoye^^  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  Eledoral  dignity,  a,s  Sovereign  of  Hanpver,  without  any 
ponvulfion,  or  probability  of  his  being  difturbed  in  the  enjoyment 
of  both  ;  it  cannot  be  from  thence. mferred^  that  the  connexion  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  fince  1782,  depends  on  •  their 
having  a   common  Sovereign,    may  he  reafonab^y  expe6^ed  to 
endure  without  the  profpe6t  of  any  convislfive  pangs  of  diiimion  of 
feparation.     For  thfe  King  of  Great  Britain  is  not  EleAor  of 
panover,  by  virtue  of  his  being  Ring  of  Great  Britain.     And 
the  interefts  of  Great  Briuin  and  Hohpver  are  fo  completely  dif- 
tiiiA,  that  the  Englifh  Miniftry  can  have  no  neceffity  of  interfcr. 
ing  with  the  Regency  of  Hanover,  or  its  intereifb;  external  pr 
internal,  nor  can  they  ever  claih ;  his  Majefty  of  G^at  Britaiuy  at 
£le<f^r  of  Hanover^  is  a  vaiTal  and  fubjed  of  the  Emperor,  and 
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Hanover  ia.a  province  of  the  Gecman  empire^  £ioip  which  it  can-* 
not  be  fevered  whilil  the  Germanic  Body  txifts*  it  never  can  have 
fi\y  farther  connexion  with  Gteat  Britain,  than  it  has  at  prefent } 
and  the  intercourfe  between  the  two  coitntries  i».extremel]r  cob* 
fined,  aa  Hanover  lies  on  the  Continent,  ii  alrooft  furrounfLed  b^ 
the  other  German  provinces,  and  haa  but  a  very  cpntra£^ed  coo^ 
lounication  with  the  fea  ;  nor  can  there  e^^ifl  any  caufe  of  difien* 
fion  between  Great  Britain  and  Hanover" confidered  as  a4i(Un& 
principality  :  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain  may  ever  remain  a 
ibbje^  of  the  empire  as  Eledor  of  Hanover,  ^  without  the  inter- 
ierence  of  Great  Britain  to  fupport  her  title  to  the  Eledorate^ 
and  without  its  being  at  all  material  to  Great  Britain,  whethev 
^  ia  or  i&  not.£le6ior  of  Hanover.     But  every  one  of  thefe  cii^ 
cumfbancea  are  direftly  reverfed  when   the  connexion  between 
Great  Bricaia  and  Hanover  is  compated  with  that  which  haa  fubr 
fifted  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fince  the  year  lySi.—- 
When  gentlemen  infill  that  a  Settlement  between  the  two  nations  ii^ 
17S2  is  final»  and  confequently  wants  no  amendment  ot  alteration, 
that  it  is  in  itfelf  fufficient  to  maintain  a  cotmexion  between  the  two 
countries,  and  dut  any  further  Union  is  ManecelFary  f  I  cannut 
but.  wonder  by  what  arguments  any  of  them  will  fupport  their,  own 
confiftency.     Gentlemen  whom  I  have  heard  arguing  with  the  « 
utmoft  vehemence  in  every  .feflion  of  Parliament  ikice  that  period, 
for  the  neceffity  'of  alterations  in  the  eflabliflied  Conftitution  of 
Ireland,  as  weU  in  refpedi  to  its  internal  provifions  fpr  the  govern^ 
ment  of  the  fubjeds,  as  in  external  regulations  refpe^ng  its  con- 
nexions with  England,  which  they  now  affert  were  finally  and  fop 
ever  fettled  in  1 782  :r-Witnefs  the  complaints .  of  the  inequality 
of  the  Channel  Trade ;  of  the  cxclufion   from  the  Eaft   India 
Trade  ;  of  the  importation  of  Engliih  MannfaiSiurea :  of  the  con^ 
traAion  <^the  Colony  Trade,  and  of  the  WooUeq  Manufdi^ure 
of  Ireland  ;  of  the  want  of  prote£ling  X)utief  ;  of  the  interference 
of  the  Englifh  Cabinet  with  Iri(h  affairs ;  and  of  the  double  Cabi- 
^net,  of  the  hiftory  of  tha^  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  being  a  hiftory  of  oppreffion  and  in  injury  on  the  part  of 
Britain,  aa  well  before  as  fince  the  year  1782  ^  of  fugacious.  £ng- 
Ufh  Adminiftrationa  in  Ireland  not  accountable  for  their  condu^k 
to  the  Iriih  Parliament,  of  Ireland  being  involved  in  the  wara  of 
Great  Britain,  without  being  confulted  on  the  expediency  ..of^ 
war  or  peace,  or  having  any  power  to  promote  or  obftru£l  either 
the  one  or  the  other;  of  the  incapacity  of  Ireland  to  treat  with 
foreign  Hates.;  hi  total  deprivation  of  all  federative   capacity  : 
with  a  multitude  of  other  inconyeniencies,  defe£is  and  imperfe<^- 
idns  of  the  Settlement  of  1782,  and  perpetual  dechunatious  on  the 
ae^Sf&tyx>f  Reforms,  rEnuncipations,  &c.  diredly  .tending  to  the 
litter  fubverfion  of  the  prefent  Conftitution  and  the  Settlement  of 
\7^^9  yet  thefe  ari^^the  very  gentlemen  yvho  now  rqH  their  pxind- 
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pal  ar|^mtfiit  ugainft  an  Incorporating  Union  on  tbep^ffirflfiorf 
df  the  (y^ttti  df  I7«f,  infiiling  that  aU  atteihpts  wither  t<^ 
ftrengthen  tht  cortneiic»n  between  the  two  realma  as  fettled  iiT 

'  i^Ss,  and  to  -extinguifli  itatiorral  animofitiety  are,  not  onVf  ximt'i 
ceflary,  bdt  pernibiohs  and  deftm6iive  td  Irdand.— "— I  wiU  Haw 
proceed  to  (late  and  anfwer  the  other  tih^tSdow  whfch  I  haire 
beard  urged  a^inft  an  Incorporatiitg  Union  of  tht  two  l^Ug* 

,iontsi  as  1  (MH  have  an  opportanity  in  my  progrefr  of  ftattng^ 
«nd  i  liope  of  protingy  the  ,p6fitnre  advantagesivhich  mnft  refult 
to  Irehind  from  it :  and  the  ririn  and  deftrUm'on  which  v^lbe  the 
certain  coofequences  of  its  Tcjcfikion,  It  is  firft  objeded,  that  the 
^dependence  of  Ireland '  will  be  deftroycd  by  an  Incorporating 
Union  wi^h  Great  Britain.  I  have  already  pretty  fully  demon-s- 
Itratedy  that  trda^d  in  its  prl^fent  fituatioir  cannot  be  con^ered 
M  an  4ndepeiidt?nt-  kingdom,  properly  fpeakrng:  and  bdides  if 
tndepeiidence  applied  to  Ireland,  means  tie /nSfiatHht  mdifendener 
Mffn  kingdom -uneonneSttd  nvith  any  9tber  naUan^fctoe  hy  fteehia  of  amiiy 
€tfntauting  retiprocal  obligtitiorts  entered  tnao  heMvten  e^pudi^  and  fof^ 
f^fng  eitt  Imperial  Owverhmeta  ttfthm  k/effi     It  is  pretty  plain  to 

.  coniikion  uaderftandings,  that  Ireland  in  that  fSnrfeis  no(  now  ait 
indepMd<ent  nation,  for  Ireland  is  a  province  df  the  Brftiih  emprfteir 
•The  crown  of  Ireland  is  riot  ^n  Imperial  crown,  ft  is  lofeparabff 
unttedy  annexed  to,  and  independent  upon  the  Imperial  crown  ci 
England,  (now  the  Imperial  crdwn  of  Great  Bi'itain),  andwhoe* 
trr  ia  King^of  Great  Brrtara,  is  ipfo  fa^o,  King  of  ireland.^-^ 
i6»di  is  the  language  of  our  own  Statute  law,  repeated  over"  anA 

'  e^er  agftin  {n  ocrr  Statute  books  unrepealed,  and  which  never 
can  be  repealed  ;  becaufe  his  Majefty  of  Great  Britain  can  neveir 
g(te  his  R:o3ral  affent  to  any  la#  authorilrng  the  fpoliation  of  h?a 

'  Royal  Diad^,  by  tearing  the  moft  valuable  jewels  from  it,  unlda 
compelled  by  fiital  necefilty,  and  the  fuccefsftd  iflbe  of  rebel- 
lion, which  Heaven  avert !— But  fbould  it  be  even  admitted 
-^hat  Irehnd  is  an  independent  nation,  how  can  it  be  inferred 
or  -proved  that^fhe  would  lofc  her  independence,  or  any  degfree  of 
independence  which  (he  may  now  enjoy,  by  an  Incorporating 
Union  with  Great  Britain  i-^by  fuch- Union  (he  becomea'one 
'body  with  Gieat  Britain,  and  comfequentlj^  muft  enjoy  equal 
independence  with  Great  Btitain  r-^-they  will  together  form 
one  confolidated  independent  Empire*:  the  part  o/f  that  Empire 
•Weft  of  the  triih  Channel,  will  bb  as  mdependent  as  that  part  of 
England  fouth  t>f  the  Tretrt,  and  that  part  North  of  theTrent^ 
JOT  that  part  of  Great  Britain,  North  of  ^e  Tweed  i  an4 
Ireland  will  be  no.  more  a  province  dependent  on  England^ 
ifaan  England  or  Scotland  are  provinces  dependant  on  Ireland,  or 
on  one  another.  The  dbjeflion  fccm»  to  me  to  be  founded  on  fo- 
phtftry,  on  this  deceitful  poiition,  thia  each  part  of  the  fame'iod^i 
ieing  dependent  in  fame  meafuri  npw  tie  re/i  ef  the  My^  4bf^h^le 
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tius  compofed  of  parts  dependent  on  each  other ^  cannot  he  Jatdtoform 
.0ne  independent  body^  tecaufe  it-  M  compofed  of  dependent  particles  ;. 
though  whllft  they  adhere  together  they  form, one  body  detached 
from  all  others.  The  Gentlemen  who  fupport  fuch  a  dogma 
would  do  wen  tp  confider  how  they  can,  in  fuch  reafoning,  main^ 
tain  the  independence  of  Irelaiid  :  for  by  the  fame  argument,  the. 
four  provinces  of  Ireland  being  dependent  each  on  the  otjier  three» 
the  four  together  caifnot  form  one  independent  body. 

It  is  in  thefcyond  place  objected,  that  the  fuperior  number *g£  . 
Brltifti  members  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  will  give  them  the 
power   of  opprefiing    Ireland,  and  infringing  the  conditions  on 
which  an  incorporatmg  Un  on  may  be  concluded. 

I  admit  that  there  mud  be  a  power  in  all  (late^. paramount  and 
fupreme,  that  can  alter  or  abrogate  all  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
the  State,  for  the  manlfeft  good  and  advantage. of  the  fubje6ls, ' 
and  ena6l,new  laws  for  the  fame  purpofes  ;  but  luch  fupreme  pow- 
er is  reftrained  within  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  juftic^,  and  the 
prefeni  argument  is  founded  6n  a  prcfumption  of  frkud  and  ill- 
faith,  which  the  principles  of  natural  law,  as  well  as  the  exprefs 
maxims  of  our  own  municipal  law,  forbid  us  to  entertain.  Our 
owp  law  tells  us  that  fraud  is  notfo  be  prefumffd.  When  King 
Jienry  VIII.  confulted  the  judges,  then  removable  at  the  will  of 
the  CrownVon  the  (jueftion  whether  a  bill  of  attainder  pafted  againit 
a  man  by  Parliament,  then  alfo  enflaved,  without  calling  on  the 
obje^  of  It  to  aufvvcr,  or  giving  him*  a  trial — -would  be  valid  ?  the 
judges  told  him  that  fuch  an  aft,  from  the  tranfcendcnt  power  of 
Parliament,  would  be  valid;  but  they  truiled  that  fo  great  and 
honourable  a  Tribunal  as  that  of  Parliament  would  never  degrade 
itfelf,  and  make ^fo  flagitious  an  ufe  of  their  fupceme  authority,  as 
to  adopt  fuch  a  proceeding  agalaft  any  mhn.  And  an  anlwtr  of  ,a' 
fimilar  nature  might  be  fufficientto  the  prefent  objt^dliop,  the.Par- 
Hamenp  being  now  independent,  becaufe  there  is  a  mighty  differ- 
ence between  power  itfelf  and  the  juft  or  unjuft  cxercife  of  it ;  and 
the  objedlion  can  hayc^  no  weight  if  we  are  to  prcfun^,  as  by  lavr 
we  arc  dire  died,  that  the  Imperial  Parliament  will  be  guided  by 
juftice^in  thcif  proceedings.  But  ther^  Hill  remains  a  more  power- 
ful anfwer  to  the  objedlion,  and  that  is,  that  the  conditions  of  an 
incorporating  Union  muft  be  cainvafled  fully  in  the  two  Parlia- 
fnents  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  before  any  Union  can_be 
eiFe6ied ;  and  it  is  morally  certain,  that  no  conditions  will  bc^ 
Agreed  to,  which  (hall  not  be  deemed  by  thcfe  Parliaments,  who 
are  fuppofcd  to.underiland  the  interelis  of  their  country,  advan- 
tageous as  well  to  the  nations  rcfptftively,  as  to  the  empire  at 
large.  And  when  the  two  nations  (hall  become  one  by  an  incor. 
porating  Union*  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  Imperial  Parliament 
will  ever  attempt  to.  infringe  the  condition^  promotive  of  the  in- 
terefts  oi  each  country  in  particular,  and  of  the  whole  body  in 
-  '  Hh  *    'ral. 
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gcncrri.     Sucfi  a  proceeding  with  refpcft  to  either  country  woolfti 
fcijfirc  the  whole  body,  and  would  be  therefore  contrary  to  the  in- 
tcreft  of  the  infringers  ;  as  it  would  be  dellrudive  of  the   fanity: 
>ih!  ft'rength  of  the  whole  humslii   body  for  all  the  parts,  the  leg. 
«3toepted,  to  confpire  to  wither  the  leg  ;  therefore  there  can  beno  ' 
ajj^prehen^on  of  the  breach  cf  the  conditions  of  an  incorporating. 
Union  by  the  Imperial  Parliament,  to  the  prejudice  of  Ireland  ^ 
;  unlefs  we  fhall  fuppofe  that  the  Britifti  Members  fliall  all  become 
Wn&y  05  well  tx»  judice  as  tt>  their  own  intereft.     Befides  it  tmy 
be  (Hpulaied  in  the  treaty  of  Union,  that  any  breach  of  the  con- 
ditions fiiaH  be<Ie«med  a  diffoltition  of  the  Utiioii ;  as  was  done  ia 
the  treaty  of  Union  of  Ei^land  and  Scotland  v=and  experience  haa^ 
frbyed,  that  no  attempt  at  abreach  of  the  conditions  of  that  Union 
was  ever  made.  '  I  can  only  conceive  one  cafe  in  which  the  condi- 
ddns  of  an^incoi-porating   Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
iftay  be  altered,,  and  that  is,  when  all,  or  a  very  great  majority  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  one  of  the  contrafting  nations^  fhall  petition^ 
fdr  an  alteration  of  any  of  the  articles  which  peculiarly  affe£ts  one 
of  them,  without  any  fpecfal  intereft  in  the  other  to  refill  fucfa  a- 
chiinge :   In  that  cafe  I  apprehend  an   alteration  m^ht  be  juftly 
made,  on  the  piincipU  of  f^olenti  non  Jit  injuria,  > 

It  is  obje^icd,  3dly,  Th^  Ireland  by  an  Incorporating  Utiion. 
•t^Hl  become  fubjcdt  to  the  heavy  taxes  and  debt  of  Great  Britain. 
This-objcftion  ma^  be'  entirely  done  away,  by  inferting  flipulatf'- 
ens  ia  the  treaty  oP  Union,  that  Ireland  fhall  be  only  liable  to  fuch> 
portion  e>f  the  public  burthens,  as  are  f^itable  to  her  means  and^ 
finances*  Such  ftipulations  in  favour  of  Scotland  hs^vc  been  in- 
ferred in  the  treaty  of  Union  between  England  and  Scotland,  and^ 
Tiave  never  been  violated.^ — But  this  obje^ion  is  in  truth  foandtd- 
on  deception,,  for  it  is  founded  on  the  bafelefs-  afri{mption,  that 
Ireland,  after  an  Incorporating  Union  fhall  take  place,  will  re« 
main  in  its  prefent  fituatibn,  or  a.worfe  in  points  of  trade,  im- 
prc^vement  and  opulence.  Whereas  it  is  obvious,  that  Ireland 
poiTefTing  as  :  fertile  a  foil  as  Great  Britain,  and  being,  when  in« 
corporated  with  that  nation,  as  advantageoufly  fituated  for  com- 
merce, muH  become  in  time,  und  not  at  avery  remote  period,  equal 
to  Great  Britain  io  local  population,  commerce  and  wealth.  Her 
inhabkants  being  then  on  an  6xa6l  Jevel  with  thofe  of  Great 
Britain,  intermixed  with  thefn,  and  becoming  one  people  with 
them,  the  prefetit  indufirious  habits  and  purfuits  of  the  one  nation,, 
its  commerce  and  nianufa^ures  muft'  be  fpeedily  communicated 
to  the  other,  and  become  common  to  both:  and  when  we  coa* 
tenftplate  the  happinefs,  wealthy  and  comforts  of  life  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  enjoy  at  prefent  in  a  much  fuperior 
degree  (though  liable  to  the  prefent  heavy  debt&and  taxes)  to  the. 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  what  Irifhman  would  repine,  or  haifC  caufic 
tp  conEmlaioy  if  the  inhabitant!'  of  trelaad  were  ]^at  oiiioi  exa^ 
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lerel  iiv^  thefe  particulars  with  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain:; 
If  we  (hall,  in  cafe  of  an  Incorporating  Union,  haveheavier  taxes 
ithey  will  |be  no  grievaneeiSy  if  we  (hall  have  more  ample  fources  of  . 
wealth,  a  greater  capacity  of  paying,  and  greater  fimds  remaining 
to  expend  on  Our  comforts  and  enjoyments. — I  am  awai;e»  that  it 
has  been  afferted  by  a  very  great  and  truly  refpe^able  authority^ 
that  the  trade  of  Ireland  caiinot  and  will  not  be  increafed  by  an  ' 
^Incorporating  Union  ?  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  proved 
that  the  trade  pf  Ireland  could  not  be  injured  by  Great  .Britain;  if 
ihe  fhould  deiignto  injure. it«  for  thaclreland  has  other  and  as  lu-  ' 
•crative'  markets  for  her  commodities  as  Great  Britain  :  my  ow^ 
want  of  fkill  in  commercial  affairs,  and  my  (ettled  opinion  -of  the 
ability  and  extenfiVe  information  of  the  aiferter  of  thefe  dodrin/es^ 
tomeatleaft  novel,  induced  me,  after  their  publlcaUpn,, to  con- 
/fider  them  with  great  attention,  to  examine  the.  documents  on 
^bich  they  were-founded,  and  to  read  the  feveral  anfwersto  therii 
which  have  appeared,  as  well  in  the  Engltfli  as  the  Infli  prints,  and. 
lifter  the  very  be£t  and  mod  mature  confideratioh  of  them,  I  profefii 
I  cannot  acquiefce  in  them  ;  for,  in  the  firft  plaee,  as  tothepro-* 
portionate  commerce  and  opulence  of  (GS-reat  Britaiui  vaftly  exceed 
'thofe, of  Ireland,  I  cannot  well  conceive,  when  Ireland,  fituated  at  ^ 
fhe  is,  and  polfeflirig  as  fertile  a  foil  as  Great  Britain,  fhall  form  one 
and.  the  fame  body  with  Great  Britain  by  an  Incorporating  Unioi^ 
that  part  of 'that  body  |ball  continue  in  the  greateil  heakh  and 
^vij^otir,  and  that  another  part,  w^th  all  the  vital  juiv.es  in  full  and 
free  circulation,  without  any  obftru^on  whatfocvcc   to   impede 
their  coarfe,  ihall' remain  in  a  debilitated  and  withered  ftate  :  on  ' 
the  contrary,  I  axh  clearly  of  opiniou,  that  th?  wealth  and  com- 
noierce  of  Great  Britain  muftby  an  Union  he  communicated  with 
Ireland,,  and  that  Ireland  will  thereby^acc^uire  a  proportionate  and 
iotal  equality  in  trade  with  Great  Britain  and  every  part  of  it  t-  ■ 
In  the  fecond  place,  I  aiA  convinced  that  Iceland  is.  indebted  for  . 
almoit  her  whole  commerce  to  Qreat  Britain' ;  fhe  has  opened  to 
Ireland  tlie  trade   of  ker  colonies ;  /lie  has;  (hielded  !ber  principal 
isanufadi^res^  to  which  (he  has  opencid  her  own'mafkets,  with  ' 
•bauntids,    aAd  reftrainied'  thf!  import atioa  of  manufadures'of  the  ] 
fame  nature  from  other  countries  by  duties*    At  oo  other  markets 
on  the  face  of  the  globe  could'  the   manufi^diures  of  Ireland  be 
4iQ>ofed'of  to  the  fame  advantage  j  (he  affords  a  ready  market^   < 
ready  falc/aud*  fpcedy  return  for  the  commodities  of  Ireland,  which 
no  other  nation  could  afford,  and  which  we  would^  offer :  nor 
could'  IrHh  capitals iupport  the  fame  trade  with  other  nations,  who  ' 
woutd  require  longer  credits,     Briti(h£eets  fecnre  the  foreign  cota- 
nierce  of  Ireland  throughout  the  globe^  and  the  hoftility  of  Great 
Britain  to  Ireland  wo(i(ld  at  once,  annihilate  almoft  all  Irilh  com- 
.merce,  and  manufa6(ures  ;  afld  the  balance  of  trade  between  Great ' 
JBTitain  and  Xreland  is  mnph  in  fav^^r  of  the  latter  kingdom. — ' 
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Fourthly,  it  is  objcfted,  that  the  City  oF  Dayin  will  be  depopu-* 
lated  and  injured,  and  its  trade  ruined  by  an  incorporating  Union, 
Of  all  the  objedlions  againd  the  meafure,  this  has  the  greatell 
verghtjnrith  the  mafs  of  the  people,  and  yet  it  is  infinitely  the 
weakeftiSuch  has  been  the  power  of  deception,  that  this  falla- 
cious argument  has  impofed  upon  and  milled  the  loyal  Citizens  of 
Dublin,  who,  in  the  late  atrocious  Rebellion  fo  couragcfoufly  Hood 
forth  the  champions  and  the  bulwarks  of  the  ConHitution  in  Church 
and  State,  and  has  fo  far  blinded  their  underflandings  as  to  render 
them  carelefs  even  of  their  own  prefervation,  of  their  liberties 
and  properties,  and  induced  them  to  permit  themfelves  to  be  made 
the  dupes  and  tools  of  the  fanguinary  Jacobin  Traitors^  who  fa 
lately  deluged  their  country  with  the  beft  Proteftant  blood  in  the 
nation  ;  the  Confpirators  who  originally  planned  that  bloody  in- 
furre£tion,  and  the  rufHans  employed  in  the  maifacres  with  which 
it,  w^s  accompanied,  and  whofe  carcafes  ju illy  forfeited  to  the  law, 
have  been  bailed  from  the  executioner,  by  what  has  been  fliled  the- 
^leiiity  of  Gpvcrment,  now  openly  and  triumphantly  appear,  lead- 
ing the  deluded  citizens  to  the  altars  of  rebellion,  confpiracy  and 
feditiop,  there  to  enter  into  engagements  for  the  fubveriion  of  the 
Gonftitution,  and  to  affix  their  fignatures,  at  the  aefirc  of  the 
pardoned  iind  ungrateful  traitors,  to  the  manifeftoes  of  threatenr  ' 
cd  and  meditated  infurrediion.  Bound  as  1  am  from  general,  an4 
in  many  inftauces  pcrfonal  attachment,  gratitude  and  intered,  to 
promoteto  the  extremity  of  my  abilities,  the  welfare  andprofperiy 
of  the  City  of  Dublin,  id  which,  thoi^gh  not  my  native  place,  I 
have  been '  nurtured  and  educated  from  my .  early  infancy ;  and 
which  cotnprehends  fp  many  of  my  clofeft  and  moft  valued  connec- 
tipns,  I  canhot  view  with  indifference  this  fatal  deluiion  of  many 
of  its  mofl  loyal  and  worthy  citizens.  I  heartily  deplore  it,  an4 
il)all  ufe  my  endeavours  to  awake  them  to  the  <:alU  of  loyaltyi 
honour,  fecurity  and  peace. 

I  have  already,  I  tn^ft,  proved,  that  the  trade  and  wealth  of  Ire- 
land mu(t  be  increaf«i,|?y  an  Union,  which  will  open'Yourccs  of 
commerce  yet  unknoy^^n  i^  this  country  ;  it  will  increafe  wealth  in 
tl)e  fame  proportion,  and  capital   muft  increafe  by  the  additional 
fecurity 'which  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  Irelan4, 
will  acquire  by  fucb  Union  ;  and  the  city  of  Dujjlih  mufl  partici- 
pate largely  in  the  increafed  commerce,  wealth  and  capital  of  the 
njition  at  large,     Publin  is  fituated  about  midway  in  the   Irifh  . 
channel.  Its  port,  though  not  accefjible  by  fhips  of  as^  gfreat  burthen  - 
as  that  of  Liverpool,  yet  is  a  nvuch  better   port  than  that  of  the. 
latter  place,  mnck  more   eafily   acceflible,  aifd   fhips  of  three  or 
.  four  hundred  tons,  large  enopgh  for  carrying  on  commerce  to  any 
part  of  the  globe,  may  refort  to  it.     Dublin,  is  capable  of  receiv- 
ing great  improvements  as  a  commercial  city,  iluffitient  to  fecurq 
to  it  for  ever  a  decide^  fuperiority  in  point  of  trade  over  every 
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other  ^town  in  Ireland;  and  if  an  annual  fvsm  (hall  be  appropriated 
out  of  the  treafury  for  compleatlng  the  two  canals,  which  commur 
nicate  witli  it  on  the.  north  and  fouth»  (already  far  advanced) 
under  proper  regulation9|  fo  as  to  fini(h  the  water-carriage  from 
Duhlin  in  the  Shannon,  it  will  extend  into  Conqaught,  ^nd  may 
be  further  extended  in  that  province  by  means  of  the  fiver  Suck» 
Such  an  improvement  will  fecure  forever  to,  Dublin  the  excluiRve 
import  and  export  Irade  of  this  ifland,  iii  a  tra6^  of  country  the  beft 
in  the  kingdom,  of  near  one  hundred  miles  broad,  and  reaching' 
almoft  from  the  channel  to  the  Weftern  Ocean.  The  ct^mpleating 
the(e  canals  at  the  public  expence,'  may  be  made  one  of  the  articles 
of  the  Union,  and  will  alone  compenfate  ten-fold  for  any  partial 
lofs  which  it  is  fuggefted  that  Dublin  may  fuffer  by  it ;  for  it  is 
Aot  even  pretended  that  the  nation  at  large  will  fuffer  by  an  Union 
in  point  of  commjirpe ;  all  that  is  attempted  tg^be  proved  (and  the 
proof  has  totally  failed)  is,  that  Ireland  will  not  gain  in  'point  of 
trade  by  this  meafure.  Other  advantages  to  the  city  of  Dublin^ 
not  prejudicial  toj[th|^  kingdom  at  large,  may  be  flipulat^d  for  in 
the  treaty  of  Union.  We  are  now  to  confidcr  what  the  lofs  U, 
thatvt  is  fuggefted  the  city  wiirfuftaih  by  an  incorporating  Union. 
It  is  fuggefted,  that  many  other  port  towns  will  rife  in  commerce 
on  the  ruins  of  that  of  'Dublin  in  cafig  of  an  Union  :  I  cannot  fee 
Any  reafonable  ground  for  fuch  fuggeftiop,  but  ^if  there  W  aiiy,  I 
have  already  pointed  out  one  e^Fe^ual  method,  not  only  to  fecure 
Dublin  in  its  prefent  trade,  but  to  increafe  it  to  a  degree  hitherto 
never  experienced  or  ^ope'd  for.— It  is  next  fuggefted,  that  Dublin 
will  decay,  as  well  in  population  as  trade»  by  its  ceafing  to  be  the 
annual  plaee  of  meeting  of  Parliament ;  and  that  abfentees  will 
will  be  increafed,  as  w^U  from  Dulslin  as  from  the  reft  of  the 
kingdom,  by  sin  Union,  which  will  the reforq  drain  the  kingdom 
in  geneial,  and  Dublin  in  particular,  of  great  fums  of  money  ann^ 
aHy.  I  cannot  think  that  the  kingdom  in  general,  or  Dublin^  in 
particular,  might  be  drained  of  great  fume  of  money  by  the  in- 
creafe of  abfentees,  which,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  happen  on  an 
Union  taking  place^  for  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  caufe  any  very 
material  increafe  of  abfentees.  Already  our  abfentees,  and  many 
of  them  of  very  great  landed  eftates,  are  very  Numerous,  and  moJi^ 
of  our  nobility  and  con fiderable  gentry,  who  are  repined  refidents, 
fpend  their  fumniers,  or  a  confiderable  part  of  thenni  in  England,  - 
eitheir  in  or  near  London,  or  at  the  feveral  watering  places- in 
JEngland.  Thirty  of  oiur  Peertf,  and  one  hundred  of  our  Com- 
n^oners,  are  to  fit  in  the  Imperial  Parlfament ;  of  thefe  commoni> 
ers,  lixty- four  are  tovbeelefted  forthex:ountIesat  large,  eighteen 
more  for  cities  or  tdwns,  which  are  alfo  counties,  and  the  remainder 
for  corporate  towns,  confiderable  for  their  population  and  extent : 
fo  that  almoft  the  whole  of  the  Irifh  reprefentatives  in  the  Com- 
I^OJQS  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  will*  be  returned  on  popular 
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,  cle£i$ons*  ^  nd  tdl,  fuch  perfons,  to  fcciure  their  tnterefti  in  the 
•counties  add  tawns  which  ihcj  reprefent^  will  be  obliged  to  fpend 
Uieir  fuamcrsy  (the  feafons  of  recefs  of  the  Imperial  Parliaments) 
junong  their  Iriikx^aftitneBtSy  in  dead  of  {pending  them,  as  they 
now  do,  in  Eaglaodv ,  Oi  the  thirty  Peers,  who  are  to  reprefent 
the  Irifh  Peeragcin  the  Imperial  Parliament^  nuny  will  be  fuch  as 
at  preieat^^nd  dieir  whole  time»  or  alaoft  the  whole  in  England  ; 
ffom  whence  I  iafer,  that  Ireland  in  general  will  not  fuffer  confi- 

•  djcrably^  perhaps  not  at  all,  hy  an  Union.  The  city  of  Dublin 
will  certauUy  loic*  the  partial  refidtnce  of  fo«e  of  the  members  of. 
Parliament  annuallyy.  but  not  of  aU ;  for  many  perfons  \<rho  are 
now  members  a£  the  IriAi  Parliament,  fuch  as  the  whole  body  of 
lawyers  no^.inParliameot>  and  many  others  who  alwayrreAde  ia 
or^  near  Dmblin,  and  who  will  not  be  of  the  number  eledied  to  t^ 
lo^erial  Parliament,  ,^will  continue  to  refidein  their  ufnal  places  of 
abode.  Thr  city  will  aUb  continue  the  metropolis  of  the  Icingdom^ 
the  feat  of  the  courts  of  jufkice,  and  of  the  viceroy ;  and  upon  the 
whdie,  cannot,  by.  flay  computation,  fufiFer  any  greater  annual  lofs, 
th|m  about  Efty  thoufand  ponnds,  perhaps  lefs,  by  an  Union  ; 
and  will  certainly 'be  a  gainer  of  ieveral  hundreds  of  thoufands  an- 
nually by  th^  means  I  ha^  iiiggeiled,  and  by  other  ftipulations  in 
ittt  favmu*,  which  may  be  i-aferted  in  the  treaty  of  Incorporating 
Union^  And  thrcitj'  of  Dublia  will  be  certainly  increafed,  as 
well  in  weaitk  as  population,  by  &ich  a  meafure.  Pending  the 
treaty  for  an.  Uniotf  ,  between  England  and  Scotland,  th^  fame 
methods  for  inflaming  the  inhabitants  of  lE^nburgh  tb  oppofe  that 
mcafurc,  w^re  adopted  by  a  dilcontented  t>arty  in  that  kingdpnr» . 
as  are  ^low  made  u£e  of  to  inflame  the  citizens  of  X^ublin.  Vet 
Edinbur^,.  in  lefs  than  a  century  iince  that  Union  took  places 
has  hegi  more  than  doubled  in  eictent  and  in  population ;  and  in 
trade,  wealth  and  magniflcence  improved  ten-fold.  My  arguments 
s^c  therefore  warranted,  not  by  reafon  oAly^  but  experience;.:  and 
fhe  citizens  of  Dublin  w^  foon  have  good  caufe  to  reprobate  and 
execrate  the  frauduhmtand  fan^^inary  jasCobinical  aiTaffios^  by  whom 
they  ar«  at  p^efent  fo  fatally  mifled.^ — It  irin  tiie  fiftrh  pl^ee  ot^'eA* 
ed,  Uiat  the  Iri&  Parliament  is:  not  competent  to  enter  into  and 
coniclude  a  treaty  with  the  Mer  kingdom  for  an  Incorporatingr 
Union.  The  competency  of  the  Iiifli  Parliament  to  fuch  a  meafurr^ 
has  been  fo  fully  and  ably  proved  by  ?in  pon.  Member  of  this  H. 
ia  hi%  fpeech  on  the  exppdiem:^  of  an  {Jnion  in  the  laftr  feffion  of 
parliament,  which  fjpeech  has  been,  finer  poinded  ^  and;  the  futility 
and  inepitude  of  the  obje&ton  fo  fully  expafed^  that  it  is  not  he-  . 
ccfiaryfor  me  to  he  at  much,  trouble,  in  fcouting  that  phantom  of 
foreni]anq4ii|}bliug^  inanity  out  of  this.lf^Q3ife.  Abritf  examination 
of  this  do^inc.  of  incompetency  of  Parliament  on  the  prelent  oc* 
cafion^  may  however  not  be  amifs*  'Ehe  i>e^.  writers  on  thie  Britidi 
Cilonftltutiong  and  thofe.  who  h9¥«  wo^d  up  l^heir  ideas  of  true 
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Ionticat  liberty  to  the  htgheft  tone  which  can  confift'wttb.toy 
armony  or  (lability  of  Government,  Mr.  L9cke  in  particulart 
hijlit  down  as  a  ntaxiniy  that  each  member  of  ifae  Cpmmonwealtk 
has  furrcndered  to  the  ftate,  or  fupreme  LegiKative  power,  aiHi 
tt&cd  in  it,  all  his  rights  under  the  law  of  natttre.  In  the  nth 
chapter  of  Mr.  Locke's  treatifc  t>n  .Government,  is  to  be  found 
the  following  pafiage.  <<  The  fupreme  Legiflative  power  in  everj^ 
*^  Commonwealth  is  the  joint  power  of  every  member  of  the.  fo*- 
**  ciety,  give  up  to  that  perfon  or  afiembly  which  is  J^t^tOatat^ 
***  and  is  what  thoCe  perfons  bad  in  a  ftate  o(^  nature  before  they 
^*  entered  into^the  foctety,  and  gave  up  Co  the  commuttity«"  A 
little  further  on  he  adds^  **  This-  power,  in  the  utmoft  bounds  of 
**  it,  is  'limited  to  the  public  good  of  the  Society /'  And  in  the 
clofe  of  his  _i^th  chapter,  he  writes  thus,  *'  The  power  which<  every 
^  individual  gave  the  fociety,.  when  he  entered  into  it,  can  never 
f*  revert  to  the  individuals  again,  as  long  as  the  fociety  laiU*  but 
■'*  will  always  remain  in  the  commiiQity ;  becaufe  withbiit  tlm 
^  there  can  be  no  community,  no  common  wealth,  which  is  coor- 
f*  trary  to  the  original  agreement.  So  alfp^  when  the  Society' 
**  hath  placed  the  Legifiative  in  any  AiTembly  of  men  to  continue 
**•  in  them  and  their  fuccelTors,  with  dire^ion  and  authority  of 
"  providing  fuch  fucceffors,  the  Legiflative  (which  he  in  all 
^  places  ftlTcB  ihc  Supreaae  P<ywer)  can  never  revert-  to  the  Pec^le 
^  wbilft  that  Government  kfts  ;  Becaufe  having  provided- a  Legi£- 
**  lative  with  power  to  continue  for  ever,  they  have  given. up  tbetr 
**  political  power  to  the  Legiflative,  and  can  never  refume  it^*^ 
Montefquieu,  in  the  6th  Chapter  of  hi»  i  Hh  Book,  where  he 
treats  of  the  Englifh  Conftitution^  lays  it  down  as  a  maxim: 
*<  That  the  People  ought  to  have  no  (hare  in  the  Governments 
^  but  for  the  choofing  of  Reprefentatives  which  is  within  their 
f  reach.^'  It  is.notorioiu,  that  a  man  in  a  ftate  of  nature  has  full 
authority  and  power  to  join^  any  other  man  or  fet  of  men,  and  ta 
Ibrm  with  them  a  cx)mmusity>  or  to  conne6^  hamfelf  with  a  corn- 
nunity  already  formed,  and  become  a  member  of  that  comtnuntty 
which  is  Willing  to  receive  him  as  a  member.  This  natural  right 
each  man  has  given  up  to  <the  community',  and  the  Supreme  Legif- 
lative  Power  of  the  community  is  invefted  with  that  right,  aad^ 
confequently  is  competent  to  join,  any  other  oommonweakh  tn  an 
ineorporating  Union,  and  to  bind  all  the  fubje^s  of  the  State  t<l 
that  incorporation  {  and  that  power  of  the  JLegiflative  is  bounded 
only  by  the  public  good  of  the  (nciety,  of  which  ■  it  is  a  better 
judge  than,  tumultuous  unconiittutiooal  and  illegal  afTembliesofthe 
people,  and  of  which ,^  the  members  of  the  Commonwealth  when 
they  eledied  them  their  Reprefentatives,  fuppofed  them  to  be  the 
heft  judges.  Mr,  Locke  publilhed  his  treatife  on  Goternment  in 
the  year  i^^o,  he  had  been  the  Secretary  and  Confidant  of  tlic 
femout  ~£arl  of  ShaftAuiry  i  and  ha4  been  educated  at  Oxford^ 

during 
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duriDg  the  domination  of  the  Republican  Fanaticks,  and  wa* 
brought  up  in  the.  extremity  of  Whig  principles,  and  publifhed 
hi«  Work  at  the  time  civil  diffenfions  were  at  the  hightft,  for  the 
purpofc  of  jdftifying  the  Revolution,  at  that  time  a  recent  traiv- 
fadion  not  compleatly  and  fully  eftablifhed.  One  principal  accu- 
iation  againft  the  abdicated  Family  was,  that  they  defigned  to 
fubjugate  the  kingdom  to  France.  This  defjgn  wiis  principally 
Ifttribjited  to  Charles  II.  and  his  Miniftry,  and  was  one  of  the  ac- 
cufations  nf  Lord  Shafcefbury,  the  patron  of  Mr.  Locke,  againft 
the  Court  in  the  reign  of  that  Monarch.  Mr.  Locke  therefore  If 
his  19th  Chapter  orftbe  difTolution  of  Governments,  Rates,  rather 
too  largefy,  *'*  that  the  alteration  of  the  Legifljitive  is  a  diifolution 
♦*  of  Govcrnmeiit  :'*  and  then  fubjoins,  that  ••  the  delivery  of  the 
*•  People  into  th« 'fubje6^ion  of  a  foreign  Power,  either  by  the 
**  Prince,  or  the  Legiflative,  is  certainly  a  change  of  the  Legif- 
lative,  and  fo  a  difTolution  of  the  Goverument."  In  refped  to 
the  firft  potition  of  Mr.  Locke,  that  a  change  of  the  Legifla- 
tive is  a  difiblution  of  Government :  I  .believe  the  Gentlemen  who 
oppofe  this  meafure,  will  fcarcely  fubfcribe  to  the  truth  of  it : 
For  they  have  for  a  feries  of  years  been  preaching  on  the  neceffity 
of  a  change  in  the  Legiflative,  as  well  by  abolifhing  .  mofl  of  the 
Boroughs,  as  by  new-modelling  the  remainder ;  and  by  extending 
the  Ele^livd  Franchife  to  large  bodies  of  the  People,  heretofore 
difgualified  6y  the  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  :  Some  Cff  which 
pretended  Reforming  fchemes  have  (ucceeded,  and  all  which  would 
immediately  operate  as  alterations  in  the  Legiflative  Body*  Bat 
it  is  Deccffary  to  advert  to  the  fecond  pofition  of  Mr.  Locke,  and 
to  try  whether  the  co^Klufion  of  a  Treaty  of  Incorporating  Union 
with  Great  Britain  by  the  Irifh  Legillature,.  on  terms  of  abfdute 
equality  and  communication  of  all  privileges,  canbe  deemed  a  de* 
livery  of  the  Irifh-  Nation  into  a  fubje£):ion  to  ^  foreign  Power. 
It  is  to  be  obferved  io^vthe  firfl  place,  that  Great  Britain  in  re* 
fpe£k  to  Ireland  is  not  z  foreign  Power,  both  Nations  compofe  one 
Empire,  whofe  interefts  witji  rtfpedi  to  all  other  Nations  ts  one 
and  the  fame.  Secondly,  the  Legidaturcs  of  the  two  Nations  are 
not  diflind  and  fepafate  in  their  prefent  condition  :  For  one  branch 
of  the  Legiflative,  and  the  Supreme  Executive,  is  one  and  the 
fame  in  both — Thirdly,  the  Irifh  Legiflative  is  not  a  fupreme 
power  in  Ir<^land,'  for  the  exercifc  of  its  authority  may  be  at  all 
times  cramped  and  impeded  by  the  Englifh  Cabinet  hi  many  and 
mofl  inflances  ;  and  it  has  no  federative  or  imperial  authority  re- 
fpediing  foreign  nations,  nor  has  its  Executive  any  fuch  Authority^ 
as  derived  from  the  Irifh  Legiflature;  and!if  the  Irifh  Legifiatur« 
▼efted  their  whole  Legiflative  Authority  in  the  Britifh  Leg'ilature, 
fuch  a  proceeding  would  not  amonnt  to  the  fubjedion  of  the  Idfli 
^Nation  to  ^foreign  Power,  even  on  Mr.  Locke's  principles,  and 
to  a.  Confequent  difiblution  of  Government.  But  an  Incorporat- 
ing 
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trig  Union  with  Great  Britain  admits  of  no  fuch  jnterpi'etation, 
»  the  delivery  of  the  Irifh  Nation  to  9ifuhje3ion  to  Great  Britain* 
Iri(h  t^eers  and  Jrifh  Rcprcfentative^  of  the  Comnions  will^fic  in 
the  Imperial  Parliament  with  equal  pfivilegesy  liberties,  and  im*^ 
xnnnitiet  with  Britiih  Peers  and  Britifh  ReprefentatiTes ;  the  fu» 
perior  numbers  of  the  latter  clafles  to  thofe  of  the  former,  ariOng 
from  fupertor  extent  and  opulence  of  the  Britilh  Nation,  can  never, 
as  I  tni^  I  have  already  proved,  operate  to  the  pecular  difadvan- 
tage  of  Ireland,  there  can  be  no  inequality  of  intereii  between  the 
limbs  of  the  fame  body,  and  confequcntly  no  fubje6iion,  except 
the  due  fubbrdinatipn  of  all  the  parts  of  a  body,  to  fer? e.  in  their 
rcfpedtive  fundlions  for  the  general  and  common  advantage  pf  the 
whole,  be  fubjediioi).  The  Reprefentative  form  of  Government 
will  be  preferved  in  its  purity  and  vigour,  under  the  fame  Sove- 
.retgn»  the  fame  Executive;  and  no  obje6);icyi  on  the  fcore.  of 
change  of  the  Legiflaturj;:  can,  as  I  apprehend,  come  with  any 
degree  of  confilleqcy  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe  founded 
on  the  diminution,  or  rather  annihilation  of  the  Iriih  Borough 
Reprefentation  in  the  new  fyftem,  whic)^  Reprefentation  they  have 
fo  often  declaimed  againft,  nor  from  the  ju£lion  of  the  Peerage 
and  Reprefenta^ives  of  the  Commons  in  both  Nations  in  the  fame 
Houfes,  upon  perfe<^  terms  of  equality ;  bound  together  by  the 
ties  of  common  intereft,  to  provide  for  the  fafety  and  profperity  of 
the  whole  Empire  in  general,  and  of  each  Nation  in  particular.-^ 
Thelaft  objedion*  which  I  have  heard  urged  againft  an  Incorpo- 
rating Union,  is,  that  Ireland  will  be  thereby  reduced  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  dependent  province. — To  this  it  is  a  full  anfwer,  that 
'Ireland  by  an  Incorporating  Union  will  become,  from  a  really  de- 
pendent Province,'  a  part  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  equally  indepen^ 
dent  with  every  pdi^r  part  of  it;  that  England  and  Scotland  are 
Provinces  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  and  Ireland  will  be  a  Province 
no  more  dependent  on  any  Power  whatfoever,  than  England  and 
Gotland  are  ;  all  the  Provinces  of  an  Empire,  fuch  as  the  Britiih, 
they  very  bai»  of  l^hofe  Government  is  political  Liberty,  are  fo 
far  dependent,  the  one  on  the  other,  as  that  they  ^re  all  obligeii 
to  concur  in  the  means  for  their  common  preferyation,  and  without 
fuch  concurrence  they  would  ill  yield  tor  a  foreign  Power;  in 
fuch  light,  but  in  no  other,  are  they  dependent,  the  one  on  the 
other*  Tor  mutual  defence  and  fccunty :  and  may  they  ever  con- 
tinue in  that  fenfe^dependant,  and  be  for  ever  indifTolubly  United. 
It  is  worth  while  now  to  beftow  a  little  confideration  on  what 
tnu  be  the  fate  of  Ireland,  in  cafe  of  an  incorporating  Union  be 
reie£ied. — In  the  firft  place  it  is  evident,  from  the  various  caufes 
of  difpute  and  animofity  between-  Great.  Britain  and  Ireland,  now 
fubfiiiing  tindei^  their  prefent  fyftem  of  precarious  and  imperfe£k 
connexion,  and  from  the  turbulence,  avarice  and  ambition  of  fome* 
i^^the  jaflobinical^  anarchial  revolutionary  principles  of  other  agU 
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tatcn-si  ^vith  whom  4Kc  couaUy  is*  at  prefent  cuvfed  ;<  wHoihaafC^ 
faUely  alTumed)  and  thereby  debafed  and  -degraded  -  the  titlt  c£ 
Patriots 5  and  from  the  bftterand  mdi^naat fpirtt of  a. great por^.   : 
fiion  of  the  lo\ter  ordierof  our  inhabitant»y  infpired  bye  the  pdi»f'  • 
ciples  of  a  gloon»y,  unfoetable,  unrekttttogy  Xaaguinary  fufKrftU^  -■ 
tion,  of  perverted  reUgton,  that  the  two  nalionst  eannat'  berkefitrv. : 
together  for  a»y  eoniiderable  time  by  their  prefent  frail  asdlnrittb^': 
|»onds  of  connexion.     Separation,  thereforsy  or  rather  anitUeopt;^  - 
at  feparat^ioD,.  &om  Britain,  will  be  the  certain  con£cquej»ce  of  thiCr 
rejedroRof  thtt  meafure^.     I   willftrft  afiiimes  that,  s  fuocefsful' 
Attempt  at  feparation  {ball  be  elFe^ed^  it  muft>  if  at  all,  be  tifed*^ . 
td  by  rebelliofi,  and  the  affiftaoce.  oJF  3  l^endi  armyi>;.'th^  civilr 
war  will  wafte  this  ufvhappy' country  from  one   extremity  (o  the:.     ' 
other ;    and  excli>rive   of  the   miferable  ilaughter  attendant  on  ». 
civil  war,  the  whole  moveable  prepca'ty  of  the  nation,,  and.all  itft:.  • 
improvements,  will  be  deftroyed   and  rnined^  and  the  ^ccefaful: 
fiirviving  rebel  will  have  the  miferable :triampk. of  fubje£linghim<»> 
fcif  and  his  pofterity  to  the.  bondage  of  France,  andbeomttiRg-.a. 
member  of  a  wre^chtd^  ihipoveriHied,  denu)oratic  Republic^  wmcbn,* 
will  itfelf  be  a  flave  to  the  French  democracy. '   Ye  Proteftaitt^  cfi 
Ini^nd  let  me  call  your  attention  to  what- will  be  your-lot  inliicil: 
atveveit.     No  fuccefsful  ^uempt-at  feparation  x>3q  bcmade  witbv. 
out  your  affiftartce  and  co-opcratton,  you  are  now  poSeffed^of  infit* 
nitcly  the  greateft  portion  of  the  wealth  and  property,.  moveahleL 
and  imraoveable- of  the  natitwi.     You  will,  therefore  be  infinitxl]^^ 
the  greateft  lofers  by -a  rebellion, .  which  will  be  a  golph  to  fwallovi 
up  all  property  ;  you  muft  affociate  yourCelvcs/and*  be:«ompanionf; 
in  arms  with  the  hungry  French  affailins,  and  murderous  crew  q£' 
United  Iriihmen  ;  you  did  not  amount  to  n)ore  than  one-third:  oft 
the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  the  other  tworthirdiv  are  your  nortak  . 

.  enesnies,  as  well  on-  the  fcore  of  your  religion,  as  your/  lidicsa  - 
when  you  ihall  have  aififtedin  your  own  miin,.and.feparaited:yauD*.- 
jleWrs  from  Britain,  and  concurred  in;  eftablt{hing  3.  democratic; 
Iriih  Republic*!  whdn  you  (hall  be  rsduoed  to  the  fame  equalitfi 
of  indigence  which  in  fuch  cafe  muft  be  the  lot  of  all^  whea  therc^ 
fhre  perfed^  equaiity  of  beggary  isvintroduced^and:  the  Iriih  na»« 
tion  is  become  the  vafTal  of  France^  do  yow^eizpe^ .  tbat  you  uaSk 
li^ve  any  fecurit^for  your  lives  ?  Will  thedefcendants  of  the  Infb 
iftuidererffin  1641,  who maflacrec^  in < cold  blood. Jkich.  multitudoi 
6f  your  .ancefter«,  now  double  your  numberS)  and4>n  a  levd  with 
you  in  all  other  refpeds,  and.  aiMed  by  the  fangviuary :  Frenek 
robbers  in  the  event  of  fucceisful  rebellion^-  abftaia  froth-their  hs^ 
bits  of  murder  ^  Does- thefr  recent  conduct  at  ScuUabogue^  at 
Wexford*  at  Vtnegar-hiU^  idfpife  yoo  with,  hopes  of  ia&ty^  when 
they  (hall  h&ve  you  in  their  power  l-  As  well  may  the.  trembHog 
Hind,  incloi^d  in  the  pa^s  of  the  ravenous. hungry  tyger«.^hopelbr 
Kcrcy  !     The  pike  aind  the  (keina  will  foon  difpatch  fuch  remnant' 
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"oF  you  as  rtiay  furVive  the  horrors  and  miferies  of  cvtn  a  fucccSiul 
i^'rcbcUion.     Atid-foUy  yc^flckidcd.Gitrzeftrof  Dublin,  wtom  trap- 
' '  Uft^  have  found  tioeans  to  >detaeh   from  your  Uiie.  intereOiay  have 
^ '^u  everconfidered.what  is  to  be  .unavoidable  Tate  of  your. city  in 
~  'ifiale  of  aP  fepmtionr  firom  Gieat  Briiaia — whtchi  as  I  iiave  altitady 
" ^tftatedy'can  never  be  effeded  except  by  t-ebcrllioa  and  defolailion  i 
'f  )£ven  one  years  war  between  Great  Britain' and  Ireland  would -aa- 
' '  irihilate  your  trade,  .as  well  as  t)w  trade  of  the  whcile  cftfteru-  «oa& 
^  '*«of  IreUnd.*^Tke  naval  fiDrce-oi  Liverpool ;  alone,  which  in  c*hc 
'    'War  i>eforc  the.  prefent  alrood  annihilated   the  trade  of  France, 
would  completely  lock-up  all  die  IriOi  poita  ia  the  Ghanneli.^aud 
woMd  not  fufier  one  fhipto  fail  in  or  out  of  them,  and  in  cafe  of 
a  fepaiation  of  the  two  coufitries,  as  they  would  certainly  be  in  a 
ilate  of  alnoft  perpetual  war,  whatever  trade  Ireland  would  eujoy,. 
'*arid  it  could  be  very  littk,  ita  wcftcrA'  ports  wouldengVofs  it,  and 
Dublin  would  be  effe^ually  ruined,     ^uch  a  iUte  of  feparatk>n« 
'^effc^edbyafuccefsfal  rebellion,  would,  in  fad,  in  tlit  firJl  place 
I  '  defolate  the  kingdom,  and  deftroy  one   half  of  its  inhabitanta^; 
'  '  arid  in  the  next  place  would  depriive  the  whole  natioaof  almoIl»  all 
trade,  thereby  prevents-ita  recovej-yy  and  reduce. it. to,  andke^  it 
in'^he  moll  niiferable  <iituatipn  that  any  nation  <:ould  be  poiubly 
>    "reduced  to.     All  that  I  have  here  mentioned  would  be  the  iiievi- 
'4able  cOnfequences  of  a  fuccefsful  rcbeUion,  and  couCj^quent  fflpa- 
ration  ;  but  what 'would  be  theeffe^ks  of  aa  u».ruocefsful  lebelUbu 
td  the  e^ufe  of  mcditartftd  leparatioo.  /«For  it  is   morally,  eertaini 
that  fuch  rebellion  and  ^oh  attempt  vvoiild  he  onfucceiiBfuU  >  No 
'    pefrfoB  who  knov^s  the  HtuaEtioa^  natural  and  political  o£  Great  Bri-^ 
'tain  and  Ireland,  eau  deny,  that.  Irelaudofitfelf  is  unable  to.oppe 
Mrith  Great  Britain,  even  if  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  were  uaani- 
tmous:  but  it  IS' notorious,  in   cafe  a  rebellion  was  to  break  out 
fo^feparation,  that  the  country  would  be  divided,,  and  that  before 
fuch  rebellion  could  rage  for  one  year,  all  thV  Protcftants  of  Ire- 
^   land,  that  is  almoft  the  whole  property  of  th^  kiugdom,' -woul^ 
find  it  their  iniereil  to  join   the    King's  ftandard.     The  bloody 
rcmorfelefs  cruelty,  and  inladable  thirli  for  plunilfer,  of  the  rcfE  of 
vtheir  cOtuitrymea,  would  foon  convincie  them  <>f  the  neceffity  of. 
ufing  their  arms  againft  thera.     The  prnfent  feeble  Aate.  of;  the 
sFrench  marine,  and  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  tJiiat  wretched  oavion 
in  general,  would  ieptvrc  the  tebela  of  any  eiFe<^uat  afllftaocefrom 
that  quarter.     Wiiea-tlic  whale  Iri(h  Nation  (a.  handful  of  Protcf- 
;tants  in  the  north  ^f  the  kingdom  excepted)  iook  arms  in  the  year 
1 688-  in  favour  of  king .  Jauics  the  feeond,  and    tbe  Frewch,  mo- 
-oiaTch,  Louis  Xiy.  at  that  time  in  the  ^uith  of  hjj=  glory,  fent 
•k  French  army,  and  an  ionmeafe  fupply  of  all  kino  of  military 
^ores  to  their  alliance,  and  when  his  navy   rode  triumphant  oa 
Xhe  ocean,  England. reduced  t|}e  whole  kingdom  to  the  moflabje^ 
.  fqbmilBon  la  two  campaieos  i  au^iimilar  will  be  the  e^re&t  of  any 
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Iri(h  rebellion  undertaken  in  the  caufe  of  reparation  ;  but  it  wflt 
be  atteoded  with  infinite  calamity  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  of 
all  defcriptions.  We  have  now  our  choice,  whether  we  will  rufli 
•n  our  own  ruin,  or  embrace  with  joy  the  meafure  of  an  incor^ 
porating  Union,  the  fare  pledge  of  national  happinefi,  profperity 
and  fccurity,  Unconne6^ed  as  I  am'  with  the  Government,  or  ita 
Minifters  both  in  England  andjreland,  aiKJ  attached  to  it  only^  as 
a  good  and  loyal  fubjed,  in  fpite  of  clamour  and  fadion,  I  muft 
exprefs  my  fincere  wi(h  that  the  nation  may  adopt  the  latter  m^- 
fure.     I  have  long  fince  made  my  choice  y 

Non  ardor  Civium  prava  jubentium 
Mt^'nte  quatit  folida.  .   ' 

Mr.  Saukin  faid  thatSthe  Right  Hon.  Gent.. (Mr.  Corry)  ffzrni*- 
cd  to  deny  any  compact,  either  exprtfs  or  implied,  between  the 
Government  and  the  People,  and  afked  where  the  record  of  cora- 
pa6i  was  to  be  found.  Certainly,  faid  Mr.  Saurin  it  was  not  to 
be  found  in  the  Rolls- o£Sce,  nor  in  the  Exchequer,  but  it  was  tq 
be  found  in  the  heart  of  every  honeft  Senator — it  was  the'tivin|^ 
extra6b  of  reafon  and  juftice — and  he  truHed  that  every  man  in 
that  Houfe  would  have  it  before  his  eyes^  and  eonfider  it  well  be* 
fore  he  voted  on^  a  queftion  involving  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
country ;  and  although  the  fuprcme  power  of  the  State  may  not 
acknowledge  any  written  controul,  it  was  bound  by  the  duties 
found  in  that  cotopa6t  formed  by  the  diflates  of  confcience  andv 
the  immutable  laws  of  juftice,  and  fhould  not  trs^nsfer  its  fundions 
and  authority  tp  another  country,  without  the  fanfiion  of  a  full 
and  afcertained  majority  of  the  people.  The  Government  and 
Conftitution  of  this  country  are  founded  on  compad,  folemnly 
made  and  univotTally  fubfcribed  to  ;  and  it  is  mod  important  that 
the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  before  they  renounce  the  oathf 
which  they  have  taken,  fhould  weigh  well  the  effe£i  which  their 
proceedings  may  have  on  the  country,  and  the  nature  of  that  fyf- 
tem  which  is  recommended  to  be  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  that 
Government  under  whiph  we  have  fo  happily  lived — that  compact 
is  the  fpundation  of  your  authority,  and  when, you  fubvert  that 
compact,  you  rcgifter  your  incompetCQcy  to  enter  into  any  other  j 
you  are  the  truftets  of  power,  and  your  authority  extends  to  prc- 
ferve,  and  not  to  deftroy  it.-— rBetween  the  ad  of  Union,  which 
by  your  vote  of  this  day  you  are  called  on  to  recommend  to  your 
condituents,  and  any  other  exercife  of  legiflative  powers,  there 
is  this.  Rrikiiig  and  effential  difference — you  may  repeala tax-bill 
which  you  pafs,  but  an  adt  of  Union  neyer  can  be  repealed— you 
part  with  all  controuling  powers  ;-'^and  therefore  it  is,  and  in  the 
tiame  of  God  and  for  humanity^  I  would  conjure  and  implore 
the  Houfe  to.  weigh  well  the  nature  and  the  extent  of  the  ypte 
which  it  it  called  upon  to  give  on  the  preifent  occafion. — It  ishar4 
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m  any  fiate  to  circumfcnbe  the  power  oF  the  fuprcn^  body- ;  but 
it  18  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  who  are  alone 
competent  to  make  laws  for  this  country — ^the  King  caiinot  make 
the  law,  neither  is  the  people  bound  to  obey  any  ordinance,  whicl^ 
proceeds  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords  or  Commons  in  the(r  diftinft 
.capacity  $  the  law  muH  be  made  by  them  all — that  is  the  Uw 
which  the  people  is  bound  to  obev,  and  no  other.  And  whea 
thefe  powers,  in  their  colledive  capacity,  propofe  to  transfer  the 
power  of  the  fl^te,  .they  (hould  not  only  confider  with  the  great- 
eft  caution,  not  merely  whether  the  change  which  they  propofe  is 
highly  advantageous-^— they  (hould  do  more-^they  (hould  confider 
whether  the  transfer  they  intend  is  agreeable  to  the  majority'  of 
the  community~-^the  excellence  of  the  meafure  itfelf,  and  the  ap« 
probation  of  the  majority  of  the  country,  is  an  abfolute  necieirary 
ingredient  to  ftamp  any  fuch  exercife  of  power  with  validity.— 
The  conilituent  parts  of  a  ftate  are  bound  to  hold  public  faitb 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  C9mmunity ;  and  unlefs  the  mea^ 
fure  is  clearly  advantageous,  and  the  people  fandion  by  their  con* 
fent  the  transfer  of  the  power  of  the  date,  you  may  as  well  vot^e 
a  Union  with  France,  or  with  Germany,  as  with  England — you 
have  no  right  to  transfer  your  authority. 

It  is  attempted  to  be  argued  that,  bedaufe  the  Legiflature  of 
Scotland  voted  Union  with  another  country— -becaufe  the  people 
of  Scotland  acceded  and  fubmitted  to  the  transfer  of  their ^power 
— ^that  therefore  you  have  a  right  to  do  the  fame,  and  the  pco« 
pie  of  Ireland  mud  approve  your  determination; — ^Whatjs  done 
by  another  is  ,not  always  to  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  of  what 
ought  to  be  done  by  ourfelves.  I  fay  nothing  of  the  breach  of' 
the  compadi  between  the  Scotch  Government  and  its  fubjefis-^  . 
the  fubmiii^on  of  the  people  caufed  another  compact,  ^nd  time 
jand  fubmif&on  may  have  certainly  made  unalterable  that,  which 
in  the  firft  inftance,  might  not  have  been  valid. 

In  a  meafure  of  fuch  extraordinary  moment  as  that  of  the  trana- 
>  fer  of  the  fupreme  power,  I  fay  -the  Houfe  before  it  (hould  coun« 
.  tenance  it  for  a  fingle  moment/  ought  to  be  perfedly  fatisfied 
that  that  meafure  is  of  the  greateft  poifible  national  advantage  and 
utility — ^neither  hope,  nor  doubt,  nor  expectation,  fhould  influ-i 
ence  its  determination — I  repent  it,  that  a  thorough  convidion 
in  the  bofom  of  every  Senktor  prefent,  of  the  expediency  and 
utility  of  the  meafure,  aiid  a  thorough  perfuafion  that  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  country  is  in  favour  of  the  proje(^j  is  eflcntial  to  the 
validfty  of  fo  momentous  an  exercife  of  Legislative  authority » 
and  that  thofe  who  entertain  it  under  any  other  impreffion  fubjeft 
thenifelves  to  an  awful  and  perilous  refponfibility. 

But  I  conjure  the  Houfe  to  con (ider  well,  n(ft  only  the  mature 
of  the  meafure  itfelf,  and  .the  cffe6t  which  it  may  have  on  the 
f04^atry^  befipre  it  acceded  to  the  prefent  refoli^tioo.     Under  the 

Couftitutioa 


9 


%St  r  A  R  I.  I  A  ME  N  t  A  R  Y 

•  -Cosiftitution  of  Irclimd»  wc  hiive  Uyed^hs^py^  wc  have  all  bettered 
.  our  Gondition, oui^  country  has  advanced  cogreatiiefi  witk  tlocoiBniott 
.  *  raptdity>fi-K)ur  oemmerce  has  encreafed — pur  agricuhure  improved 

*-*-our  laws  have  afiumc d  a  Jublin^e  aud  impartial  charafier— ^it  hat 
•t  femifhtd  every,  thing  4br  hope,  and  nothing  for  dcfpood^ncy. — 
-^It  1»  that  Conftitution  which  has  given  thofe'  benefits^  to  which 
^  t^e  have  fworn  allegLance: — and  I  ceu^on  thofe  who  wotild^dnnihi- 

*  late' it  for  ever,  of  the  heavy  ;  weight  ©r  refponfibJlity  which' they 
.    l»ttft  incur  in  the  profccution  of  thcirprojeft. 

If  the  meaforc  is  a  good  one,  and  you  think  it  defervin^  of 

♦  ''bwg  cbnfidered  by  the  country — t^olv^  the  Parliament — taie  the 

*  fenfe  of  the  nation  cgaftittitionaUy^ — I  knoW  no  other  itiode  in 
.    which  the  voice  of  the  country  can  bcpropcrly  colle^ied.     But  do 

-  <  bot  introduce  the  Placemen  whom  you  have  fent  out — and  call 
.'  thefir  return   an  e^prefiioB  of  the  voice  of  the  nation-r-give  the 

•country  fair  play— *let  it  ipeak  through   its  conftitutional  organ-*- 
'  ks  voice  will  have  its  weight — and  you  at  lead  will,  if  ybuihould 

.    be-difpofed  to  entertain  this .  meafure,    have  a  decent,  colour  for 

4    your  proceedings. 

Sir,  I  do  not  wi(h  to  recur  to  the  unhappy  fcenes,  which. have 
>  lately  fo  materially  injiircd  our  country  ; — but  it  (hould  b'e  remem- 

-  bered>*  that^thcrprofefiion)  of  which  I  am  a  i^ember,  which,  from 
its  education— its  habit8---its  zeal  te  defend  the  Conftitutioii  in.  the 
hour  of  its  danger-^that  that  prof^oa  has  e^preffed  itfelf  deeid- 

.    ^dly:9gainft  this  meafur^,  and  your  incompetency  to  entertain  it; 

* — ^from  the  rank  which  I  hold  in  that  profefiion,  many  of  my 

fjriehds  thought  that  it  may  be  conducive  to  the  public  caufe,  that 

I  ihould  appear  in. this  Houfe,  to^  give  the  meafure  of  Union  a 

.    mod:  decided  negative — no  other  earthly  confideration  could  biave 

'  .  induced  me  to  trefpafs  on  your  patience — I  have  eome  forward  at 

their  folicitation — and  when  F  tell  you  I  am  an  inemy  to  Union^  itU 

hecaufe  I  am  an  ardcs^t  Friet^d  i$  his  Majefty^t  Cro'um^  a^d  to  Bri^ 

' il/b  Coftnfd'ion,    .^        '  ^         • 

Colonel  FiTZG  t R  ALi>  fatd  he  did  uot  prpfefs'^o  argue  the  quef- 
tionon  the  fubtlcties  of  lawyors,  but  upon  the  plaid  ground  of 
common  fenfe^  atid  the-  experience  of  hlflorical  proofs  s*--Great 
pains  had  been  taken  to  (hew  that  Parliament  was  incompetent  to 
enadt  an  tJnion  ;  yet  if  the  mere  ^€t  df  Union  was  a  thing  inva- 
lid froni  a  vvant  of  power  ix^  the  parties  to  agree  upon  it,  he  fear- 
ed that  the  Conftitution  of  England  was'  built  upon  this  invalid 
foundation,  \X^c  whoJe  hiftory  of  England  was  an  hiftory  of 
Union*  I  the  whole  hiftbry  of  EngKih  liberty- and  Englifh  Con- 
ftitution  was  an  ^hiftory  of  Unions ;  of  'fcnaller  llatcd  coalefcing 
into  greater,  and  acquit ing  ftrepgth  from  their  conju^ion. 
From  the  Union  of  the  fmatter  kingdoms  of  the  Heptarchy  had 
.  grown   the  kingdom  of  -  England  \   from  that   of  EJogland   and 
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Wain  bad  grovn  thedomiaion  oF  the Plantaganets  andTudanj 
andtfrom  that  of  England,  Wale*  and  ScotlaDd,  the  Kingdom 
of  Great.  BritaiD  ;  in  power,  in  ftren^h,  and  in  command,, the 
flay  aDdfupportof  the  civilifed  world. — With  all  thefe  Unioni, 
the  firength  of  the  united  Countriet,  the  profperity  and  the  Ubei^- 
tie<  of  the  people  had  propoctionahly  increafed,  and  yet  it  wa» 
qow  denied  that  the  Parliaments  of  thefe  two  kingdotni  vrere 
competent  to  unite  into  ona  Empire.  The  experience  of  billory 
refuted  thii  opinion,  and  the  experience  of  hillory  tellilied  the 
adrantagesof  fuch  ameafure;  in  theconfidence  therefore  that  the 
fltength)  the  profperityi  and  the  libcrtieB  of  Ireland  would  be 
encrnfed  by  the  meafurc,  it  Ihould  receive  his  hearty  allent. 

Mr.  JoHHsoH  fupportcd  Lord  CafUereagh's  motion. 

SoLiciTSK  GiKlK&L    fupported    the   mottoui    ai    did    Mr. 
Gkadt.  I 

The  queftion  being  put, 
Ayes,  158. 
Noe.,iis.  yj 

TenenfortheAyct,  Mr.  Soh'dter'" ^<?-J  »'-  "   tru. 

gerald. 

Tellen  for  the  Noei,  Colonel  Vcrei 
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HE  principle  of  Union  is  now  (Jccide^.  The 
public  approbation  or  difapprobatjion  of  the  terras  h 
of  infinite  confequence  to  the  peace  and  profperity 
of  the  country.  On  the  former,  fince  the  rebellion, 
I  never  had  but  one  opinion,  though  1  At  firft  ip>^ 
properly  conceded  it  to  the  opinion  of  others.  Oa 
the  latter  I  had  many  doubts,  which,  if  not  entirely 
difpelled,  have  certainly  been  in  a  great  meafure 
removed.  Having  never  had  a  proper  opportunity 
.  of  explaining  my  fentiments  thereon,  and  having 
'  been  prevented  by  indifpofition  and  particular  cir- 
cumftances  of  fatigue  from  attending  the  Houfe  in 
that  ftagc  of  the  bill  in  which  I  meant  to  have 
delivered  them,  it  gives  me  fatisfaftion   to  have  an 
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opportunity  of  doing  fo,  by  briefly  confidering  the 
various  articles  to  which  they  relate,  and'  the  prin- 
cipal objedl  ions  to  them  offered ;  and  proving  that 
my  aflent  given  to  th^fe  terms  is  not  blindly  implicit 
or  fervilely  univerfal. 

I.  As  to  the  paucity  of  Reprefeniatives. 

This  queftion  feems  generally  to  have  beendif- 
cufled  on  the  extraordinary  fuppofition  that  upon 
every  Irifli  queftion  all  the  Members  for  Ireland 
will  vote  in  one  way,  and  all  the  Englifh  Reprefen- 
iatives in  another;  a  fuppofition  which  would  render 
it  neceflary  to  fend  not  only  loo  but  557  Mem- 
bers to  the  Britifti  Parliament  from  this  country, 
to  outvote  their  opponents.  But  is  thjs  fuppofition 
confiftent  with  reafon  or  common  fenfe,  or  confor- 
mable to  the  faft  with  refped  to  Scotland  ? — The 
hypothefis  is  abfurd,  if  thp  general  advantage  of 
the  empire  be  confulted,  and  if  to  this  mere  local 
interefts  be  oppofed,  their  patrons  ought  to  be 
defeated,  as  the  Reprefentatives  of  Yorkfliire  lately 
were  by  the  reft  of  England.  I  own  it  always  ap- 
peared to  me  of  little  confequence,  whether  the 
number  returned  was  50,  or  100,  or  150,  provided 
there  were  in  the  united  Parliament  a  fufficient  por- 
tion of  men  acquainted  with  the  local  interefts  of 
each  county  or  great  town  in  Ireland,  and  empow- 
ered to  communicate  them  to  the  Parliament  at* 
large. 
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As  to  the  Rq)refentation  of  the  Lords,  it  is 
their  own  concern :  the  mode  adopted  certainly 
tends  to  produce  the  invidious  diftinftion  of  a  major 
and  minor  Nobility,  but  perhaps  no  method  could 
have  been  devifed  fd  conducive  to  rendering  the 
deftion  properly  independent  of  the  Crown, 

The  power  of  creating  new  Peerages  *  hereafter 
I  cannot  approve ;  but  as  to  the  complaint  that 
Irifli  Peers  may  in  England  legiflate  as  Commoners, 
it  muft  be  oblcrved  that  they  have  always  done  fo, 
and  the  objeftion  that  they  may  eventually  hold  the 
Irifti  purfe  is  weakened  when  we  confider  that  they 
have  always  held  the  Englifb. 

f.  As  to  the  Church.  I  think  this  has  been 
permanently  eftabliflied  beyond  the  reach  of  danger^ 
to  which  in  our  feparate  ftate  it  was  daily  expoled.' 
I  am  a  friend  on  reafon  and  refledion  to  eftablilh^ 
ments  in  general,  and  particularly  lb  to  that  of  our 
rational  and  moderate  Church. 

3.  The  Catholics.  I  have  ever  been  of  opinian^ 
that  whatever  peril  in  oxxt  feparate  ftate  there  might 
be  in  admitting  them  to  a  full  participation  of  po- 
litical advantages,  there  could  be  none  after  the 
Union,  and  that  they  then  might  fafely  (hare  in 
that  due  proportion  of  weight  which  their  numbers 
in  the  ordinary courfe  of  things  would  poflefs  in  the 
whole  Empire.  This  opinion  I  advance  with  dif- 
fidence,   becaufe  if  is  oppofed  by  many  wife  a  nd 
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gcxxJ  men,  for  whofe  judgment  I  have  great  refpeft, 
and  who  think  their  weight  in  the  fcale  would 
become  difproportionately  great — But  be  this  as  it 
may,  I  am  perfuaded  their  fituation  will  hereafter  be 
lels  irkfomc,  more  comfortable,  more  open  to  pro- 
per favours,  more  likely  to  receive  them  from  a 
cooler  and  remoter  Parliament,  free  from  local  paf- 
ijons,  than  ever  it  has  been — And  without  deter- 
mining  wh^her  they  haye  or  have  not  a  claim 
to  further  privileges,  I  would  afk  upon  what, 
occafion  the  oppofers  of  the  Union  have  fince  its 

difcuffion  (hevyn  any  amitv  to  this  great  body  of 
'       "  '  *         .*..■■'  , 

men,  or  any  inclination  to  take  them  into  confiderr 

ahon,  or  to  make  any  terms  for  them  during  its 

progrefs,  or  offer  any  condition  in  cafe  it  had  been 

receded.     Nay,   in  a  celebrated  Addrefs*,  wcjre  tl^y 

cvsn  once  mentioned?      '      . 

•  »  •  ,      r  '     . 

•»  -  * 

The  City  of  jDublin.  H?rc  J  own  has  been  my 
greit  anxiety  :  as  to  the  glory  and  independence  of 
Faiiament,  I   never  beheld  it  s  as  to  the  expiration 

^  Prefentcd  by  Lord  Corry.-r-I  mull  here  take  an  opportunity 
pt  r^ing/ that  while  I  bear  noilliberality  to  the  Catholics,  I  am 
a-ftainch  Proteflant,  and  have  been  mifreprefented  a^  to  my 
langBge  attouc  Orange  Men.  What  I  faid  was-*<  that  1  was  a 
true  Friend  tq  the  Revolution,  that  1  revered  the  memory  of 
Kingj  William,,  that  I  loved  the  Church  of  England  and  the 
Protdant  intcreft,  but  that  I  difliked  intolerance  and  bigotry 
of  ary  kind,  and  thought  the  riime  of  Orange  Men,  though 
highlj  refpe^able,  and  adopted  with  good  intentions,  had  ia 
fome  inftance^  been  much  abofcd.*  *  .      ;     . 
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of  control  upon  the  Miniftcr,  I  never  was  witnefi 
to  its  exiftence  ;  but  the  apprehenfions  of  reducing 
thoufands  of  perfons  to  poverty,  (until  I  had  fully 
confidered  them)  made  me  recoil  with  doybt  and 
horror.  I  am  now  convinced  that  thofe  apprehen- 
fions arofe  from  exaggerated  reprefcntations,  and 
felfe  alarms.  I  am  convinced  that  the  idea  of  the 
metropolis  being  difpeopled,  when  maturely  confi- 
dered, is  abfiird  ^  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
thofe  innumerable  objeAs,  whofe  daily  appearance 
in  the  public  ftreets,  and  ftill  more  wretched  fitua- 
tion  in  thofe.  miferable  habitations  which  I  have 
explored,  makes  my  heart  bleed,  have  not  been 
reduced  to  that  mifery  by  the  approach  of  the 
Union,  but  that  the  fame  vvretchednefs  has  exifted, 
as  every  man*s  memory  may  teftify,  for  many 
years  paft.  It  never  can  be  relieved  but  by  the 
introdudion  of  manufadlures  which  may  be  hopeci 
from  the  Union,  or  by  fome  interpofition  of  Go- 
vemmejit,  to  which  furely  the  improvement  of  their 
fituation  ought  to  be  primary  and  a  principarobjeft. 
To  (upport  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
by  charitable  donations  in  perpetuum^i  is  as  ablurd 
in  policy  as  impoffible  in  fafl;, 

But  though  I  thus  deprecate  the  idea  of  Dub-^ 
lin  fufFering  in  the  degree  apprehended,  I  fear  it 
will  fufFer,  and  therefore  I  wifh  to  procure  for  it 
compenfation.  The  compenfation  by  means  of 
canals,  and  of  the  improvement  of  its  port  is  tlie  moft 
obvious,  and  that  vvhich  appears  to  have  immccHatdy 
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offered  itfclf  both  to  Government  and  to  the  city. 
As  far  as  is  confiftent  with  the  general^ welfare,  I  con- 
fider  the  Government  as  pledged  to  it.  If  jobbers, 
taking  advantage  of  the  general  good  defign,  endea- 
vour to  graft  improper  fchemes  upon  it,  let  them  be 
oppofed,  but  let  not  the  City  of  Dublin  fuffer. 
But  here  let  me  afk  again,  as  I  did  with  refpeft  to 
the  Catholics,  where  has  the  City  of  Dublin  met 
with  the  fricndfhip  of  the  oppofers  of  the  Union? 
Have  they  endeavoured  to  make  terms  for  her? 
Was  the  City  or  its  interefts  ever  mentioned  in 
the  famous  addrefs  ?  Had  half  the  labour  ,  which 
was  employed  in  oppofing  a  meafure  (which  every 
man  perceived  would  be  carried)  been  employed  in 

0 

improving  its  terms,  and  making  conditions  for  the 
City  of  Dublin,  in  lieu  of  vain  embarraffment,  and 
proud  refufal  to  co-operate,  how  nobly  might  thai 
Cily  have  been  compenfated  at  this  moment,  which 
I  ftill  truft  and  believe  it  will  be.  It  might  theit 
have  been  made  a  condition,  it  will  now  be,  how- 
ever real  the  claim,  apparently  a  bounty. 

I  fhould  be  forry  to  be  underftood  as  extending: 
this  complaint  to  all  the  opponents  of  the  Union. 
I  know  that  many  good  and  eminent  men  amongft 
them  lament,  that  their  time  was  not  employed 
(ftill  protefting  againft  the  principle,)  in  modelling 
the  detail,  nor  can  I  perceive  how  improvement  of 
the  terms  would  imply  acquiefcence  in  the  meafure  ;^ 
but  the  majority  has  prevailed,  and  the  plan  of  a 
late  Cabinet  Minifter  in  another  country  j  has  been- 

generally 
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generally  adopted,  who  was  faid  at  the  Council 
Board,  conftantly  and  uniformly  to  have  oppofed 
every  thing,  and  propofed  nothing.  Perhaps  the 
kingdom,  in  its  cooler  moments,  will  not  feel  much 
obligation  for  thi^s  conduA.  I  do  not  prefume  to 
impute  to  them  more  than  error  in  judgment,  to 
which  indulgence  let  me  claim  the  fame  privilege, 
Fcniam  demui  petamufque  vicijjim^ 

Law.    It  is  objected    that    we  fhall  ftill  have 
feparatc  laws  and  judicatures,*  yet  a  common  appeal. 
Arc  the  propofers  of  this  argument  fincere  ?     Can 
they   be  ignorant   that  it  -  has  been   the  pride  and 
policy  of  every^  country  in  cafes  of  Union,  to  re- 
fervc  its  own  laws  as  far  as   they  were  peculiarly 
accommodated  to  its  own  fituatioq  ?    Do  they  know 
that  this  was  the  calc  in  the  Union  between  France 
J4id  Navarre,  between  Arragon  and  Caftile,  between 
Lithwa,nia   and  Poland,    and  bctvypen  the   United 
provinces  ?     Cajci  they  forget  that  it  was  eminently 
the  cafe  in  the  Union  between  England  and  Scot- 
land, whofe  laws  differ  tpto  calo^  arid  infinitely  more 
jthan  -thofe    of  England  and    Ireland  ?     Do  they 
really  wifh,  that  all  tenures,  regulations  of  property, 
ordering  and  regiftering  of  deeds,  and  other  provi- 
fions  f\iited   to  the  peculiar  circumftancps  of  this, 
country,     Ihould    be    inftantly    altered  ?      Is    the 
United  Houfe  of  Lords  incapable  of  underftanding 
the  laws  of  Ireland  o/  of  Scotland  ?     Or  was  the 
appeal  to  our  own  Legiflaturc  formerly,  fo  fatisfac- 
tory,  as  to  make  us  always  fure  of  the  future,  or 
wretched  at  the  alteration. 

B  frgde. 
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Trade.  On  this  fubjeft  I  do  not  pretend  tor 
much  information,  but  fomc  obvious  refledtions 
will  fuggeft  themfelves  to  every,  intelligent  man  who 
has  attentively  perufed  the  hiftory  of  the  Scottifti 
Union.  Scarcely  any  difficulty  has  been  here 
ftarted,  to  which  fomething  fimilar  was  not  ad- 
vanced in  Scotland,  with  this  additional  analogy, 
that  if  in  any  inftance  the  difficulty  was  removed, 
it  was  then  perverfely  ftated  to  have  been  unimpor- 
tant. For  example,  while  it  was  thought  in  Scot- 
land that  the  export  of  wool  from  England  would 
be  permitted,  the  licence  was  treated  as  trifling ;  but 
ivhen  it  was  finally  prohibited,  the  prohibition  was 
deemed  intolerable.  While  it  was  apprehended  in 
Ireland  that  Yorklhire  would  fucceed  in  its  oppo- 
fition  to  a  fin^ilar  licence,  the  liberty  fought  was 
deemed  ineftimable  ;  when  obtained,  it  was  deemed 
idle  and  nugatory.  The  kingdom,  however,  will 
not  doubt  that  the  woollen  mahufa<9ture  has  dc- 
rived  folid  advantages  from  the  Union,  and  without 
profound  knowledge  of  commerce,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  underftand,  or'  poffible  to  deny,  that  the  Linen 
Trade  acquires  by  this  meafure  a  permanent  fccu- 
rity  in  the  Britifti  market ;  that  the  re-export  trade, 
with  the  liberty  of  bonding  foreign  produce,  and 
the  privilege  of  tranfmitting  it  to  the  other  country 
as  if  there  imported  from  the  place  of  its  growth, 
is  an  objeft  of  infinite  importance  j  that  the  perpe- 
tual fecurity  to  Ifelahd  of  ihe  advantage  of  thofc  raw 
materials  which  fhe  now  receives  from  England,  parti- 
vCularly  coals,'  fait  and  hops,  is  a  bleffing  to  cYery 

part 
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part  and  degree  of  the  community ;  that  the  Cfito- 
nel  Trade,  fo  long  an  objeft  of  eager  appetition,  it 
hereby  at  laft  fettled ;  that  a  participation  in  the 
Territorial  Revenues  jof  the  Eaft  India  Company,  i% 
not  a  chimaera ;  and  to  defcend  to  individual  arti- 
cles, though  their  fpecification  would  be.  too  tedious, 
fome  will  immediately  occur  to  rccoUeftion  in  which 
Ireland  will  be  indubitably  and  inevitably  benefited. 
Sail-cloth,  for  example,  and  the  participation  in  its 
fupply  to  the  Britifh  Fleet,  affords  an  obvious  in- 
ftance  of  national  advantage.  The  export  of  Cop- 
per under  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  has  produced  a 
fcene  of  the  mod  cnterprifing  and  aftivc  energy  in 
the  County  of  Wicklow,  and  without  doubt  per- 
fon3  acquainted  with  trade  could  adduce  many  other 
inflances  of  new  fountains,  fprings  and  mines  of 
wealth  to  this  country.  And  in  fupport  of  this 
opinion,  that  the  trade  of  the  kingdom  in  general 
will  not  fuffery  I  believe  the  authority  of  the  Mer- 
chants of  both  Limerick  and  Waterford  may  fafely 
be  quoted,  refling  that  belief  on  much  and  various 
teftimony :— If  Dublin  has  its  local  apprehenfi- 
ons,  I  afk  again  why  do  not  its  feal  friends  urge  the 
freedom  and  completion  of  the  Canals,  and  ftill 
more  the  improvement  of  its  Port,  which  has  been 
proved  to  be  prafticatble,  and  not  immoderately 
expcnfive  ?*    The  grand  objedion  however,   upon 

B  a  this 

*  See  Mr.  Jeflbp's  Report  as  to  the  Harbour  of  Dunleary.— 

Other  plans  have  been  offered.    It  is  faid  a  temporary  removal  of 

the  Biar  would  not  cod  20^oooL ;  the  perpetual^  not  five  times  the 

•  fum.    An  offer  has  been  nade  to  complete  a  harbour  at  Dalkeyj.^ 

ind  a  canal  to  Dublin  for  zoo>oool.  payable  in  iiV&  yMrf. 
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this  fubjcd  has  been  the  abolition  or  diminution  of 
protc(5ling  duties,  confidered  both  as  means  of  en- 
couragement, and  as  Tources  of  revenue.  In  the 
latter  light,  I  believe  they  have  hot  ufualty,  and 
arc  not  naturally  or  rieceflarily  to  be  confidered,  nor 
can  fuch  a  mode  of  viewing  them,  juftify  to  reafon 
their  perpetual  continuance.  The  perpetuity  of 
proteftion  to  infant  manufafturcs  is  a  folecifm ;  if 
incapable  of  being  advanced  beyond  the  date  of 
infancy,  their  birth  and  origin  is  monftrous  and  un- 
natural ;  if  capable,  their  continuation  becomes 
ihjuftice  to  the  confumer,  as  their  creation  was  x 
burthen.  Had  their  temporary  duration  bebn  im- 
properly refufed  to  the  Cotton  Manufaftures,  my 
vote  (hould  have  been  given  in  their  fupport,  to 
give  ^ime  for  the  perfection  of  tlie  trade,  if  con- 
genial to  the  country;  if  not  Congenial,  for  the 
(Commutation  of  the  t:apital.  The  proteftioh  was 
properly  continued,  and  the  protected  are  perfeAljf 
fatisfied* 

Taxation.  The  two  great  confidcrations  on  this 
topic  arfe  the  proportion  of  taxes,  and  the  fecurity 
againft  excefs.  That  a  perrpanent  proportion,  if 
originally  reafonable,  is  the  beft  fecurity  againft 
excefs  furely  no  man  can  deny :  yet  with  furprife 
we  hear  the  permanency  of  the  proportion,  inde- 
pendently of  its  amount,  condemned  in  the  prefent 
inftance — ^with  lamentations  that  our  generofity  is 
precluded  for  twenty  years  from  giving  niore  if  wanted, 
left  in,   fuch  cafe  the  difference  ihould  fall  upon 
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Great  Britain.  Such  romantic  gcncrofity  has  no 
charms  for  me,  nor  do  I  conceive  how  its  profeffors 
reconcile  it  with  another  complaint,  viz.  that  by 
the  provifions  of  the  aft,  the  compaft  of  propor- 
tionate tax  inftead  of  lafting  for  twenty  years,  may 
expire  in  three.  I  cannot  find  aijy  fuch  provifion 
or  poffibility  in  the  aft,  nor  did  the  aflcrtor  ever 
condefcend  to  point  out  the  paragraph  ;  if  there  were, 
I  (hould  here  coincide  in  regret,  but  I  cannot  co- 
incide in  forrowing  at  the  eftablifbment  of  a .  limit 
for  twenty  years.  On  the  contrary  I  lament  that  it 
cannot  be  cftabliftied  for  ever,  bccaufe  it  appears. 
to  my  humble  comprehenfion  that  the  nations  would 
derive,  permanent  fecurity  from  its  perpetual  conti- 
nuance, like  that  of  Scotland's  quota  of  the  land- 
tax,  of  whofe  permanency,  England  only,  in  the 
protefts  of  her  Houfe  of  Lords,  uttered  complaints. 
It  certainly  is  a  Angular  grievance,  that  the  articles 
fhould  for  twenty  years  have  guarded  us  againft 
any  poffible  encroachment  from  ^England. 

With  refpeft  however  to  the  danger  of  immode- 
rate taxation,  this  general  plain  obfervation  muft 
occur  to  every  rhan  who  ^ares  to  think  freely ;  that 
we  have  no  feafc^n  to  believe  that  the  danger  caa 
either  be  cncreafed  or  diminifticd  by  the  Union. 
We  know  that  taxes  wei»e  nevtr  refufed  by  the  Irifti 
Parliament,  (I  do  not  prefume  to  arraigKi  their  pro- 
priety, I  Ipeak  only  of  the  faft)  we  have  no  reafon 
to  think  they  ever  would  be  refufed.  We  know 
that  in  a  foparate  ftate  imperial  contributions  would 
**  be 
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be  defircd,  and  we  know  it  has  been  the  boaft  ot 
many  of  the  oppofcrs  of  Union,  that  they  would 
be  mod  liberally  granted ;  Nor  do  I  conceive  that 
any  cool  rcfledting  man  in  the  Kingdom,  or  indi- 
vidual whofe  memory  has  not  defertcd  him,  believes- 
that  an  additional  (hilling,  will  be  by  this  meafurc 
impofed  on  the  Country,  or  that  the  Englifti  MiniP 
ter  had  occafion  to  apply  to  any  fuch  refource. 

With  rcfpcA  to  tjie  modes  of  afcertaining  the 
^ue  proportion  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by^this  Country^ 
I  do  not  feel  myfelf  qualified  to  form  a  decifivc 
private  judgment  between  the  high  authorities  by 
which  they  were  refpeftively  fupported ;  but  the 
man  who  may  not  be  capable  of  deciding  the 
Icale  may  be  capable  of  perceiving  the  inclination 
of  the  balance,  and  it  did  appear  to  a  moderately 
informed  mind,  that  the  Noble  Lord  who  fhewed 
fuch  mafterly  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
fubjcft,  was  fuccefsfal  in  proving,  (as  the  income 
tax  doth  not  here  exift,)  that  the  relative  Gommcrcial 
wealth  of  both  countries,  and  their  relative  expenfes 
in  articles  of  luxury,  afforded  the  befl:  criterion ;  and 
that  the  balance  of  trade,  or  the  precifc  profit  which 
the  country  made  on  the  various  articles  of  com- 
merce, was  too  vague  and  uncertain  a  foundation^ 
on  which  to  fix  the  quantum  of  contribution.  The 
non-introduftion  of  the  Stamp  and  Poft-Office 
duties  was  anfwcred  as  it  was  objected  loo  years, 
ago;  and  as  to  the  difference  in  the  intercft  o£ 
money    though  it  ought  to  be  confidcred,,  I  cannot 

admit  / 
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admit  tlie  juftice  of  the  complaint  of  its  not  being 
equalized  in  both  countries,  or  the  pofSbility  of  the 
fa6t  until  the  lowcft  market  price  of  money  be  in 
Ireland  under  5  per  cent. ;  when  it  is,  the  alteration 
can  be  made  in  the  United  Parliament ;  and  I 
apprehend  it  was  fb  done  with  refpedt  to  Scotlan4 

after  the  Union,  folate  as  the  1 2th  pf. Anne. 

•■..■•.        •       ■     • 

But  without  venturing  to  determine  on  queries 
fo  intricate,  this  comfort  offers  itfelf  to  an  ill-in- 
formed  but  well-intentioned  mind :  Reflcftion  may 
ftart  at  bearing  two-ftvcntpenths  of  the  burthens  of 
England,  imperial  England,  the  wonder  of  the  world, 
the  bulwark  of  nations ;  in  her  ftrength  the  only  bar- 
rier to  tlic  immoderate  overftiadowing  ambition  of 
France  ;  in  her  revenues  the  fpririg  of  all  the 
energy,  and  the  fupporter  of  all  the  af mies  of  Eu- 
rope.  But  experience  will  inftantly  anfwer,  won- 
derful  as  it  i§,  Ireland  has  done  it  already,  and  what 
flie  has  done  f^e  may  dp,  and  muft  do  to  avoid 
bankruptcy  and  xuin. — I  remember  the  faying  of 
an  eloquent  man,  *  the  filing  is  poffible,  for  it  has 
happened ;'  fo  here  to  the  impoflibility,  is  anfwered 
ihe  fadt — to  the  improvidence,  the  neceffity. 

Great  as  the  contradiction  was  between  the 
fcaders  of  debate  as  to  the  adual  expenfc  of  Ire- 
land, we  did  not  long  liften  without  underftanding 
that  the  difputants  fpbke  of  the  expenfe  of  different 
years,  or  without  feeling  that  in  a  feries  of  evidently 
grpwing  expenfe,  the  current  year  gave  4  rational 

and 
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amd  moderate  ftandard.  And  when  we  know  that  in 
every  fiicceeding  year,  as  far  as  our  profpefts  can 
reach,  that  expenfe  will  perpetually  increafe,  nothing 
jcan  appear  more  conclufive  than  the  arguments 
which  fhew,  tlut  without  the  aid  of  England 
bankruptcy  muft  enfue.  With  her  aid  the  favings 
ftated  of  a  million  in  the.  time  of  war,  and  half  a 
million  in  time  of  peace,  are  not  delufions,  but 
folid  realities.  They  depend  upon  numerical  argu- 
ments,  to  be  anfwered  only  by  numerical  argu- 
ments, and  the  refpondents  will  furely  defpife  the 
(hallow  evafions  of  reforting  to  years  not  in  quef- 
tion,  and'  to  accounts  not  relative. 

1 

.  Do  we  or  do  we  not  underftand  the  pofition? 
The  King  and  the  Parliament  of  all  the  united 
kingdoms,  as  agents  for  the  public,  will  undertake 
to  guarantee  and  defend  the  ignited  kingdoms, 
wherever  the  attack  or  the  expenfe  happen  to  fall, 
on  a  ftated' contribution  payable  by  each.  If  then 
they  happen  to  bear  upon  Ireland^  and  no  country 
piore  probably  wil}  jbe  e:?:pofed  to  danger,  Ihall  we 
be  told  that  her  fecurity  of  defence,  at  a  ftated 
payment,  (the  remainder  to  be  contributed  by  the 
empire,  as  it  would  be  for  Jamaica  or  Gibraltar),  is 
no  advantage  ?  Let  the  aflertors  of  fuch  a  paradox 
look  to  our  expenfe  in  the  late  rebijUion. 

To  thefc,  or  fimilar  reafonings  on  trade  and  tax- 
ation,  have  been  oppofed  by  fomc  able,  fagc  and 
fagacious  men,    (whofc  talents  and  kxiowjedge,    I 

truft>- 
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truft,  will  do  infinite  fervice  to  this  country  in  the 
United  Parliament,!  powerful,  ingenious,  and  puz- 
zling arguments,  enveloped  however  in  fub\le  phrafe 
and  enigmatical  period,  not  well  calculated  to  prove 
candour,  or  to  carry  impreflion. — But  by  the  greater 
part  the  weapon  oppofed  has  been  wit,  a  bad  ar- 
ticle of  commerce,  a  poor  payer  of  taxes,  and  a 
feeble  inftrunient  of  conviftion ;  but  unfortunately 
for  Hibernia,  whofe  frequent  and  favourite  produce 
it  is,  and  luckily  for  her  orators  who  feed  upon  it, 
ihc  has  always  been  fonder  of  laughing  than  of 
thinking. 

It  is  (aid  that  this  is  "  an  Union  of  the  Parlia- 
ments, not  of  the  Nations,  and  that  feparate  In- 
terefts.  Exchequers,  Debts  and  Revenues,  require 
feparate  Parliaments.'* 

Thefe  words  are  almofl:  a  repetition  of  the  lan- 
guage of.  Lord  Haverftiam  on  the  Sqott'ih  Union. 
He  faid,  "  the  queftion  was,  whether  two  Nations, 
having  diJUnSl  Laws  and  Interejlsj  could  be  united 
into  one  Kingdom  :"*  and  he  prophecie^d,  that 
from  the  incongruity  of  the  ingredients  of  fuch  an 
Union,  it  would  require  a  great  {landing  force  to 

C  keep 

^  He  added  indeed  circum dances-  of  diverfity  not  exiting 
with  as,  and  which  made  the  Scottifli  Union  infinitely  more  dif- 
Ccult,  viz.  independent  Sovereignties,  different  forms  of  Wor« 
^ip,  Charch  Government,  and  Order. 
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keep  it  fiom  falling  to  pieces  eveiy  moment.* — 
His  queftion  has  been  anfwcred  by  experience,  and 
his  p  phecy  falfified  by  the  event.  Iii  truth  it  is 
not  felf- evident  that  feparate  interefts  require  fe- 
parate  Parliaments.  Interefts  may  be  feparate 
without  being  oppofed ;  in  every  incipient  Unioa 
fuch  diftindnefs  muft  for  a  time  exift;  but  how 
does  it  follow  that  an  united  Parliament  b  incapable 
of  judging  on  thele  diftinft,  but  not  contrary  in- 
terefts? The  t^-uth  is,  this  diftindtnefs  is  preferved 
for  the  fake  of  Ireland ;  it  was  fo  in  Scotland^ 
Had  not  a  dillind:  Exchequer,  and  diftinft  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  Revenue  been  prelervedj^  the 
grievance,  from  inferior  local  exaftions  and  remote 
redrefs,  is  evident,  and  would  be  intolerable.  That  , 
each  Nation  ftiould  in  the  firft  inftance  retain,  ^nd 
then  fcparatcly  diffolve  its  own  debt,  is  evident 
juftice  :  the  debt  of  Scotland  was  quajiy  nothing — 
it  was  under  400,000  pounds ;  England  paid  it,  as 
compenfation  fur  certain  burthens  undertaken  by  / 
Scotland  for  the  benefit  of  'England,  but  which 
have  not  been  borh  in  the  fame  manner  by  Ireland  y 
the  circumftances  are  diflferent — the  principle  is  the 
ikme. 

Equalizing  Duties    and    Countervailing    Duties 
operate  only  as  matters  of  regulation,  and  in  the 

end 


-  •  The  Rebellions  of  Scotland  arofe  from  the  prevalence  o^, 
Jacobitifm,  not  from  the  averiion  to  Union*  Was  the  Ut^f.  . 
mentioned  in  the  year  174^^ 
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rnd  appear  to  me  to  produce  in  effeB  a  free  •  trade. 
It  were  devoutly  to  be  wiflied  that  there  was  no 
occafion  for  diftinft  Cuftom-houfes  in  the  two 
countries — that  there  was  no  neceffity  of  Counter- 
vaihng  Duties — that  Ireland  was  as  Yorkfliire,  and 
St.  George's  Channel  as  ttie  Humber ;  but  for  fome 
yearb'it  cannot  be  fo,  and  the  difficulty  partly  arifes 
from  the  different  debts  and  taxes  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, but  principally  from  regard  to  the  intereits  of 
Ireland,  and  from  fear  of  their  being  impaired. 

Gontrtwirted  EkSfions.  It  is  remarkable  that  thfe 
difputes  about  controverted  Ele6llons  which  pro- 
ceed from  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  arc  much 
thorc  numerous  than  thofe  from  England ;  perhaps 
•it  is  abftraftedly  true  that  the  leaft  civilized  nation 
is  more  inclined,  Avhien  reftrained  from  rblows,  to 
cherifti  litigation;  and  yet  we  do  not  hear  ^tlut 
Scotland  complains  of  the  trouble  or  ex[jenfe  of 
trying  her  Eteftions  in  London,  I  .w-ill  admit, 
however,  that  this  matter  muft  be  regulated  by 
the  future  wifdom  of  the  united  Parliament.  To 
make  eternal  that  which  for  ever  Qughjt  to  be  mu- 
table according  to  events — :to  .reader  inflexible  that 
which  effcntially  refts  in  the  will  pf  every  Parlia- 
meht,  viz.  the  determination  of  the  qualifications  or 
«ligibihty  of  its  own  Members^ — In  fhort/  to  mak^ 

p  2  the 

•  No  man  of  fcnfe  npw  condcmfts  the  condufl  of  Parliament 
',  *on  the  Middlefex  Eledlion ;  if  it  be  faid  no  lover  of  freedom  ap» 
proves  it,  will  o;^pofition  rcfufe  the  teftimon/  of  Mr.  Fox  ? 
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the  mode  of  trying  controverted  Elcdions  an  indif- 
foluble  article  of  Union,  would  have  been  the  height 
of  abfurdity, 

*'  TAd  taxes  of  the  two  countries  are  to  become 
equal,  with  an  increafmg  IriJIi  debt,  while  that  (f 
.England  diminijhesy  This  riddle  is  folved  by  re- 
membering that  as  the  debt  of  England  dccreafes 
fo  do  her  taxes,  and  that  the  equality  would  hap- 
pen in  a  fhorter  period  without  an  Union.  Surely 
the  framers  of  thefe  enignias  have  great  contempt 
for  the  underflandings  of  common  men. 


Abfentees.  Is  it  conceived,  that  every  man  in 
Ireland  can  command  his  purfe,  or  transfer  his 
property  as  he  may  chufe,  or  remove  to  England 
iat  his  pleafurp?  or  is  it  imagined,  that  when  the 
novelty  abates,  the  whole  hundred  Members  from 
Ireland  will  attend  Parliament,  when  the  ufually 
attending  portion  of  Englifti  Reprcfcntatives  doth 
not  amount  to  one- third  of  the  integral  number  ? 
Really  both  » thefe  wild  fuppofitions  feem  to  have 
been  frequendy  made,  and  generally  argued  upon. 
Let  any  man  explore  the  ftreets,  or  fquares,  or 
places  of  his  vicinage,  and  cooly  afk  himfelf  how- 
many  of  their  inhabitants  will  or  can  leave  their 
abodes  ?  From  experience,  I  think  he  will  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  refult.  Edinburgh  is  well  known  to 
me  :  A  more  flourilhing  city  cannot  be  found. 
The  Gentry  of  Scotland  refort  to  Edinburgh  in  thc; 
winter  as  their  metropolis,  bccaufe  there  they  fin" 
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maftefs  capable  of  inftrufting  their  children  ia 
every  fpecies  of  accomphfliment ;  becaufe  there' 
they  find  a  theatre^  aflemblies,  parties  of  pleafurc 
and  fociety ;  becaufe  it  is  the  feat  of  the  Courts  of 
Juftice ;  becaufe  literary  men  and  learned  inftitu- 
*  tions  there  abound.  In  which  of  thcfe  is  Dublin 
deficient,  aided  alfo  by  the  fplendour  of  a  Court, 
to  which  the  metropolis  of  Scotland  is  a  ftrangcr  ? 
And  is  Ireland  fo  deftitute  of  country  gentlemen, 
as  to  be  ftripped  of  the  order  by  the  abfence  of 
thirty  at  a  time  ?  Or  is  there  fuch  a  charm  in  liv- 
ing in  fome  humble  lodging  in  Weftminfter,  un- 
known and  uneonnedted  in  Endind,  as  to  inducer 
every  Efquife  to  leave  his  eftate  and  follow  in  tlicir 
train  ? 


Tranquillity.  It  is  faid  the  Parliament  has  workecj 
well,  and  the  country  has  thriven  under  it :  when— ' 
ho|iV — at  what  period  ?  Was  it  in  tlic  laft  century, 
when  from  1630  to  1690,  the  country  was  torn 
afunder  with  civil  wars  ?  V7^s  it  from  that  period 
to  1782,  during  which  the  kingdom  never  ceafed 
to  groan  under  intolerable  and  acknowledged 
grievances,  and  to  threaten  the  eruption  of  hidden 
and  concealed  fires  ?  Was  it  from  17 3:)  to  the  com- 
menccment  of  the  lad  P^cbellicii,'  v  !ii:c  the  ilecl.j  of 
French  anarchy  were  germinai-ii-j^;  in  a  fertile  fui!  ? 
Or  was  it  during  that  horrible  commotion,  which 
has-  fcarcely"  yet  fubfided  ?  Oiie  little  iiv^ht  fpeck 
\)f  profperity  appears  in  the  gloomy  chaos  ^  but  to 
\gue  with  thofe  who  affert  that  the  country  has 

thriven 


thriven  in  tranquillity  under  the  paft  ordrr  of  things, 
is  as  impoffible  as  to  contend  with  him  who  declares 
that  day  is  night,  and  defircs  me  to  prove  the 
contrary. 

Jots:  This  vulgar  but  cxpreffivc  epithet  denotes 
a  praftice  which  the  Union  will  probably  damp  and 
difcou  age.  If,  indeed,  the  patron^e  of  Ireland 
were  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  her  hundred  Reprc- 
fentatives,  the  evil  might  encreafe.— But  I  truft  ?ind 
hope  that  the  Government  of  Ireland,  no  longer 
obliged  fo  often  to  facrifice  propriety  to  parliamen- 
.  tary  intercft,  will  folely  look  in  eyery  line  to  the 
focouragement  of  merit,  to  which  furely  in  the 
abitraCt  it  muft  be  naturally  inclined. 


>., 


It  is  faid  that  the  United  Parliament  of  England 
tvill  be  free  as  to  England^  Jfiackled  as  to   Ireland. 
Where,  or  how  ?  except  to  tie  up  its  hands  from  ^ 
over-taxing  or  encroaching  upon  Ireland.     Is  this 
a  liibjcdl  of  complaint  ?  ' 

The  number  of  Irijk  Reprefentatives  is  diminijhed — 
fhat  ^of  Englijh  remains*  The  argument  excites  a 
fmile:  It  afferts  that  the  Irifli  Reprefentadon  is 
unfair,  and'  complains  that  the  Englifh  is  not  fo  alfo. 


y 


Local  Legijlaiure.     Jt  cannot  be  denied  that  fomc 
inconvenience  may  arife  from  the  want  of  a   local 
Legifldture,    which  might'  more  quietly  and  eafil 
attend  to  the  immediate  local  caljs  and  wants  xy". 

pctitioi^V 


E     23     1 

petitioning  .  manufafturers,  debtors,  &c.  Yet  zn 
inconvenience  has  arifen  from  the  facility  of  fuch 
applications  in  loading  pur  ftatute  book  with  trifling 
provifions,  and  it  may  be  a  query  whether  certain 
powers  might  not  be  veiled  in  the  Privy  Council,  or 
fome  otjj^cr  department,  fufficieat  to  anfwer  halty 
and  inferior  emergent  occafioiis, 

I  come  in  the  laft  place  to  confider  the  undue 
means  by  which  this  meafure  i^  faid  to-  have  been 
carried,  and  the  fettlemeht  of  1782,  which  has 
been  fet  up  againft  it  as  a  bar.  Tam  one^  and  I  am 
confident,  one  of  many,  who  can  boldly  fayi  if 
fuch  means  have  been  ufed,  we  know  not  of  them. 
The  charge  in  a  cafe  where  proof  muft  have  been 
eagerly  fought,  refts  entirely  on  the  aflertion  of 
thofe  who  make  it.  The  cbarafter  of  the  Chief 
Governor,  whofe  nande  contrary  to  every  rule  of 
Parliament  and  every  principle  of  y^corum,  has 
been  fo  often  introduced  in  the  Hoiife  of  ComT 
mons,  is  above  their  cenfurc  and  above  my  praifc. 
The  charafter  of  the  Minifter>  has,  with  great 
tourtefy.of  manners  too  great  an  intermixture  of 
i/irtue  and  proper  pride  to  fufFer  any  m^irn  to  refufc 
me  acknowledgment,  that  he  is  utterly  incapable  ofj 
'^nd  infinitely  above  fuch  debafing  andVunworthy 
ks.  May  we  not  conclude  then  that  the^e  fufpici- 
&  arc  the  offspring  of  fpleen.  But  if  the  cjaargc 
re  true,  what  would  follow  ?  That  it  would  be 
irgumcnt  for  the  Union.  If  the  Parliament 
!  capable  of  being  packed  and  corrufitcd,  a 
and  corrupted  Parliament  ought  not  tofcxifl. 

\   As 
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As  to  the  fcttlemenc  of  lySz,  I  remember  it 
tvcll.  k  was  contemporaneous  with  my  firft  know- 
ledge of  Parliament,  and  the  impreffions  propor- 
tionably  ftrong.  I  perfeftly  agree  .with  thofe  who 
lay,  that  whatever  thoughts  might  fileatly  refide 
in  the  minds  of  certain  great  n>en,  performs  like 
myfclf,  and  indeed  the  great  body  of  the  Nation, 
had  no  fdea  of  the  probability  or  neceffity  of*  further 
grand  alterations.  But  I  cannot  conceive  that  it 
was  the  idea  of  any  man,  that  let  events  be  what  they 
might,  that  fettlement  was  to  be  eternal  and  forbad 
accommodation  to  any  future  contingencies*  . 

Such  are  fbme  of  the  obvious  remarks  "^  upon  the 
terms  of  Union,  which  naturally  fuggeft  themfelves 
to  a  plain  mind;  and  which  I  think  fcrve  to  convince 
i?3,  that  if  thefe  terms /be  not  altogether  as  perfcft 
as  hope  might  conceive,  they  are  at  leaft  much  more 
fatisfidory  than  in  the  ufual  intercourfe  of  homan 
affairs,  reafon  could  expedl*. 


*  In  tii^  coiirfe  of  an  cxtenfive  and  variaos  CorrerponJence^ 
two   Letters  from  fenfible  men,   one  in  Scotland,  the  other  in. 
America,  in  the  progrcfs  of  laft  year,  much  amufcd  me.     **  I  anr 
^n  enemy,"  faid  my  nbbly  allied  Scotti(h  friend,  "  to  the  Union  j^ 
we,"  fays  he,  "  undoubtedly  gained  in  happineft  sind  wealth, 
but  we  factiiiced  our  pride.  '  **  We,"  faid  my  Commercial  Am^ 
rican  friend,  *'  arje  alloiiiftied  at  your  rejedting  the  bleflings 
Union ;  you  have  facrificed  riches  and  comfort  to  pride."-  i 
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WITH  A  PREFACE  NOW  FIRST  PUBLISHED. 


If  this  infatuated  country  gives  up  the  prefent  offer,  ihe  may  look  for  it 
again  in  ^vO'^things  *wmtoi  rtmaU  as  they  ar^— Commercial  jealoufy  ia 
ronfed — ^it  will  increafe  ^itb  itoi  indefauUnt  lepJlatMru-''-md  without  an 
united  intereft  in  Copunerce,  in  a  Conmieflial  Empire,  political  Union 
will  receive  many  Ihocks,  and  fipwatiom  efmhr^  mnft  thitaten  feputr^-^ 
tioM  vf  comuxiw^  which  every  boiufi  Irifiawt  muft  ihndder  to  look  at, 
at  a  poflible  event. 

Speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezohe^uer,  (now  Mr.  Speaker,) 

in  the  Debate  on  the  Commercial  Propofitions. 
Se6  Debate  on  the  Coounercial  Propofitions  by  Woodfali.. 
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A  HERE  ig  a  tide  in  the  ailairs  of  ndtiotid 
as  of  nien»  which  taken  at  the  flood  leads 
on  to  fortune.  I  qonfider  the  prefent  mo- 
ment to  be  that  peculiar  crilis  in  the  political 
condition  of  Ireland^  that,  on  the  ufe  which 
may  be  made  of  it,  the  colour  of  her  future 
fate  will  altogether  depend.  Whether  fhe 
continues  fixed. in  a  ftate  the  pity  of  her 
friends  and  the  fcorn  of  her  enemies,  boaft- 
ing   of  independence  yet  really  fubjedod^ 

a  talking 
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talking  of  profperitjr  yet  bkediag  at  cvacy 
pofe,  property  and  life  no  longer  under  the 
fafeguard  of  the  law,  but  held  at  the  will  of 
the  robber  or  the  al&fCn ;  whether,  I  fay, 
ihe  will  continue  fixed  in  fuch  a  Hate,  or 
take  the  chance  of  putting  an  end  to  thofe 
things  by  aflimilating  her  condition  and  in- 
dentifying  her  people  with  a  cc^iptry  where 
morals,  law  and  religion,  yet  reign  ;  this  is  the 
alternative  now  propofed  to  her  and  on  which 
fhe  is  called  upon  to  determine.  Ample  oppor- 
tunity has  been  given  for  invefiigation  ;  truth 
and  falfehood  have  been  put  to  the  teftof 
time  and  difquifition,  and,  if  we  are  a  think- 
ing and  a  reafonable  people,  we  cannot  fail 
to  have  formed  a  right  judgment  upon  it. 

Convinced  as  I  have  long  been,  I  do  not  fay 
merely  of  the  utility  but  of  the  urgent  and 
prefling  neceflity  of  fuch  a  tncafure ',  1  have 
cybferved  tfee  progreft  of  this  difcu^oil  with, 
no  left  f>f*ide  than  pleafure — my  own  opinion 
Was  early  formed  in  the  quieil;  of  private  re- 
flexion trad  retired  enqurry— it  grew  out  ©f 
the  contemplation  of  public  diftrefs,  arid  was 
meant  to  meet  the  peculiar  evils  out  of  which 
that  diftrefs  had  originated.  It  is  ferae  years, 
fftice  when  clouds  and  darktieft'were  gatiier- 
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iog  in  our  political  horizon^  I  have  enlight- 
c»ci4  tbc  gloom  by   which   we   were   fiijr- 
rojm^^d  with  ^he  bright  vifion  of  an  Incor- 
pejrM^  UnidQ.     Tl)e  fubje£l  w^$  then  merely 
ib^culative.     Since  that  time  the  wifdom  ^nd 
nxff)x^tU  of  government  have  propofed  it  as  a 
rjxe^imc  of  national  adoption.     Whe^   the 
rujpour  was  firft  fpread  that  fuch  w^re  the 
iAtentionB  of  government,  the  bare  mention 
of  ijL  ieemed  by  many  to  be  cpnfidered  as  in- 
fuLtipg  and  degrading,  and  men  whofc  tem- 
pipr3  and  under(landing  had  been  the  tliemc 
of  public  applaufc  (tanta^  ne  animis  celefiibus 
irxe)  refufed  in  indignant  fcorn  to  difcufs  or 
examine   it.-— Under   thefe  circumftances  I 
prefnmed  upon  the  fruits  of  long  meditation^ 
to  refiii  the  general  clamour.     I  wrote  ray 
letter  to  Mr.  Spencer— the  deferved  weight 
of  that  gentleman's  name,  the  convidion,  of 
.which  not  an  enemy,  if  he  had  one,  could 
divcft  hipafelf,  of  his  perfedl  integrity,  made 
ine  think  it  right  to  pppofe  a  barrier,  if  any 
aborts  of  mine  could  do  it,  to  the*  probable 
influence   of  his  opinions.     A  b;ar  meeting 
was  then  held  upon  the  fubjed,  the  refult  is 
well  known.     Wide  as  the  field  of  difcuffion 
was   which  the   queftion   prefented    to   an 

enquiring 
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enquiring  mind  ;  various  a$  were  the  topicksi 
which  it  fruitfulljr  afforded,  the  delay  of  a 
/iule  month,  was  refufed  by  a  clafs  of  thinks 
ing  mea  for  deliberation  or  reflection.  With 
fuch  an  example  rt  gan  excite  little  wonder, 
that  other  claffes  fhcwed  equal  precipitation. 
Indeed,  to  the  intemperate  refolutions  of  the 
bar,  I  attribute  almofl  entirely  the  early  op-r 
jpofifion  which  this  meafure  met  with.  Men 
whofe  only  motives  were  perfonal  ambition 
and  felf-intereft,  and  men  who  were  actuated 

0 

by  thp  moft  deadly  hoftility  to  the  welfare  of 
both  countries,  I  mean  the  confpirators  for 
Reparation,  flocked  in  crowds  to  the  flandard 
which  had  been  ereded  by  the  bar,  under 
which  they  plainly  faw  they  could  forward  their 
views,  and  might  fave  their  reputation, 

Havjngpublickly  diflented  from  thepublifli-^ 
ed  opinion  of  rpy  brethren,  I  thought  I  owed  it 
to  myfelf  and  to  them  to  enter  into  a  minute 
detail  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I  had  formed 
that  opinion,  and  to  giye  it  to  the  public.  I 
did  fo  in  the  following  pamphlet.  The  im-r 
portance  of  the  queftion  have  given  it  a  degree 
of  circulation  which  I  could  not  otherwife 
have  hoped  for,  from  any  publication  of  mine. 
Jt  was  originally  publifhed  juft  previous  to 
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the  laft  fei&on  of  parliament ;  popular  delufion^ 
was  then  at  th?  hig^heil.  Neither  that  delu- 
fion,  nor  the  coldnefs  of  afFeded  friencis 
for  the  prefu'mption  of  differing  in  opinion 
from  them,nor  profeffionalcombination  which 
fenfibly  eftimated  the  talents  of  the  advocate 
by  the  ftate  of  his  political  opinions,  have 
flood  between  me  and  the'  confidered  purpofe 
jof  my  mind.  I  could  not  difcern  any  argu- 
ment in  clamour,  or  any  truth  or  juftice  in 
an  unmanly  confpiracy  ;  I  clung  to  the  hope, 
I  truil  now  realized,  that  we  were  not  alto- 
gether without  the  fcheme  of  God's  mercy  to 
jaations,  and  that,  once  the  great  outward  im- 
pediment to  our  profperity  had  been  removed 
by  the  deftrudion  of  the  mi fta ken  policy  of 
Great  Britain,  he  would  not  fuffer  his  bene- 
ficence, fo  vifjble  in  the  natural  advantages  of 
this  country,  to  be  marred  by  the  perpetuated 
folly  of  its  inhabitants.  I  relied  much  alfo 
upon  what  I  know  to  be  the  charader  of  my 
countrymen  :  I  knew,  that,  though  we  were 
a  proud  and  irritable  nation,  we  were  alfo  an 
acute  and  difcerning  one.  In  the  two  firft 
of  thefe  qualities,  I  could  readily  trace  the 
fource  of  that  early  refiftance  which  the  mere 
propofitipn  of  an  Unipn  met  with  here;  and  I 

confidently 
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confidently  relied  upon  the  laft  as  cert^inljTi- 
however  flowly^  remedying  the  evils  which, 
flowed  from  the  former* 

Unfortunately  Partiament  met  at  the  ffior 
lAent,  when  tlie  public  irritation  was  at  its. 
higheii^  Nothing  w€6  left  undone  by  the  m^ 
tended  oppofers  of  the  meafure^  to  •eiscite 
and  fuf^rt  that  kritation  ;  every  topick  by 
which  national  pride  could  be  inflamed^  or 
nfttiohal  aatipiathy  cKcited^  was  unhappily 
brought  forth  and  fhccefsftfUy  applied  ta  To 
convince  the  undeiifianding  if-Cuch  a  thing 
had  been  poffible^was  tooflbwaprocefs  for  the 
obfcift  they  had  in  view.  The  paffioM  were 
to  them  much  <note  legitimate  auxiliaries^*-*, 
the  ^fiue  oorrefponded  with  their  esertions^ 
and  fli^  parliamentary  difcuilion  was  poil« 
poned  for  a  fedfon.      '  '     ^  • 

So  far  as  the  lot  of  an  individual  is  afiec^ed 
by  that  of  his  country,  I  feel  grateful  to  Pro* 
vicknce  that  this  poilponement  has  been  but 
temporary.  In  the  interval  the  que0ion  ha 
been  examined  in  eVery  po0ibie .  ihape  in 
which  it  can  present  itfelf  to  the  human  mind« 
Notwithflanding  the  ridiculouis,  land  contempt 
tihle,  if  it  were  not  wicked,  a£Ee(ftatioii  of 
coercion  and  reftraint  5  of  a  fubducd  preis  and 

military 
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xhilitary  defpotifip^  I  belieyd^  at  no  iiKO0# 
nor  In  any  country,  has  indiyidiial  opinign  . 
more  boldly  fialked  abroad.  Every  degrei?  of 
tinderfianding,  every  modifioatian  of  prin4^ir 
pie  has  had  its  fhare  in  this  literary  isvarfare.^ 
Phren^y  and  folly,  wit  and  argument,  Cedir- 
tion  and  patriotifm  have  each  in  their  turn 
taken  the  field,  and  each  has  employed  th(^e 
weapons  beft  fitted  to  tlie  nature  of  the  coiOr 
l3atant. 

That  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  evcB 
among  the  honefi  and  wife^  amounts  to  no- 
thing more  than  that  politics  are  not  a  (^~ 
monfirative  fcienee.  Many  other  circumr* 
fiances^  however,  contribute  to  a  divifion  of 
fentimenton  this  peculiar  fubjedt.  Everyman, 
of  whom  there  are  many,  who  is  fearful  iof 
any  change  whatever,  every  man  who  has  a 
prefent  andperfonal  intereiiin  exifting  abuses, 
and  prefers  that  to  a  remote  and  general  ad- 
vantage ;  and^  every  man  whom  the  mai  of 
talents,  to  be  found  in  thefe  two  claflcs,  can 

* 

influence  and  govern,  will  be  againift  the 
mcafure.  We  may  judge  how  numerous 
this  laft  clafs  is  from  thenujaibcriOf  indivi- 
duals,  now  indeed  daily  idiminrfhing,r  whom 
our   intercourfe   with    fociety   every  where 

flicws 
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fhcWs  m  givirig  up  their  political  judgment 
to  the  opinion  of  one  great  leading  charader^ 
and  implicitly  governing  their  faith  by  the 
creed  he  has  thoaght'  proper  to  publifti.^  The 
mifchief  arifing  from  thisr  might  be  perma- 
nent,   if    the    eminent    perfon  to  whom  I 
allude  had    on   all   occafions    profeffed   the 
fame  opinions.     Fortunately,    however,  wc 
have  the  fame   advantage   over   him,  which 
the  old  woman  claimed  over  Philip  of  Ma- 
cedon,  when  he  rejected  her  petition;    wc 
can  appeal  from  him  at  one  feafon,  to  himfelf 
at  another.    Were  there  no  other  inftance, 
than  the  motto  I  have  chofen  for  this  pamph- 
let, which  I  felcdled  as  the  higheft  authority 
I  could  refort  to  in  corroboration  of  my  own 
opinions,  it  would  fufficiently  fliew  the  radi-- 
cal  change  his  mind  has  undergone  upon  thofe 
principles,  by  a  reference  to  which  alone  the 
queftion  of  an  Incorporate  Union  can  be  de- 
termined.    I  do  not  mean  in  this  place   to 
make  any  obfervations  on  the  fpeech  which 
be  thought  fit  to  pronounce  in  parliament. ort 
this  fubjed  during  the  lail  feffion.  He  has 
already  had  much  more  abld  commentators 
than  I  can  pretend  to  be  ;  it   would  now  be 
ufelefs  for  me  to  follow  the  anfwcrs  which 

that 
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that  fpeech  has  given  rife  tp^,  as  a  friend  to 
the  Union,  I  cannot  regret  that  it  was  made. 
If  it  had  not  t)een  fpoken  we  fhould  have 
been  without  Mr.  Smith's  Reply  or  the  ob-* 
fcrvatipns  bh  thofe  parts  of  it  Which  relate  to 
trade; 

.  Since  I  firft  addreffed  the  public  on  this 
queftioq,  the  fubjed  has  been  amply  difcuffed 
in  both  houfes  of  the  Britifh  Parliament. 
My  Lords  Aukland,  Sheffield  and  Minto  in 
the  Houfe  of  Peers;  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Adding- 
ton  and  Mr.  Douglas  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, have  each  in  their  turn  examined  the 
fubjed.  So  much  genius  and  talents  have  fel- 
dom  united  in  the  difcuffion  of  any  iingle 
queftipn.  The  moft  comprehcnfive,  and,  J 
may  add,  philofophic  view  of  it  has  been 
taken  by  my  Lord  Minto.  His  theories  are 
thediftind  images  of  hiftoryand  pradice  :  in 
them  all  you  difcern  the  natural,  qualities  of 
man  putting  into  adion  the  artificial' corpbi-^ 
nations  of  fociety  J  the  reader  as  he  turns 
over  his  pages,  feels  in  his  own  experience 
ijnqucftioned  evidence  of  the  juftice  of  the 
Speaker's  reafoning  5  there  is  fcarcely  a  topick 
which  the  fubjed  admits  of  that  he  has  npt 
loxxch^Ay'-^Nultumfere  quod  non  tetigit^  nullum 
tetigit  quod  non  ornavtt.  ^ 

b  The 
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The  tsixlf  dppoGti^h  ^hith  tiitft  te^fiirk 
met  with  here,  is^  in  ^c!f  i  proofs   if  k6y 
fortbtr  #titt  wahtiilg,.of  thfe  a^fdltite  tt^beffi- 
ly  therte  is  of  cartj^ing  it  itita  dfed ;  it  prov«di 
th<i  c*bnt  df  th6fK  Jd««  of  hbftility  ahd 
difiindnefs  that  are  the  natural  growth  of ' 
that  f^pfecifcS  of  eoAne^oA  whith  at  piltfent 
hold  us  tegethcr,f-^fc^^  fkhtritAt  vict  i>f  tbAt 
cohnexion  lr>  tb^  it  J^p^ts  br  cfhiiei  a  -diJlfnSh 
ifihHfi  MnxfteH  the  tnm  touMriis.   WBe  effihtidi' 
viriut  tf  aH  Union  is  that  it  is  takukii^J  gra^ 
dually  to  r emboli  dnd  jfinalfy  to  MniMhte  tbdt 
iyofiile^ti^neki.     WWk  Wt  rferttain  as  \Ve  ar6,. 
fear,  diftruH^  *hd  fifeoth^rid  hati*d  will  aU 
wii^S  ixSft  in  on!6  dfegrce  or  dther.     Circu  til- 
fiances  xnty  arffe,  uttdfcr  ^hich  this  hatr©*: 
ntey  becoibe  at^wfedj  this  ffcdr  attd   diftruft 
ripen  into  indignatidn  arid  ViMancfc,  and  the 
\<rhole  toneliidc  by  a  fepatati(»ti  ct^ually  ruiri- 
otiS  to  thi3  true  interefis  of  both  countries- 
Even   if  fchtittiehts    fb*  hoftile    tb'  rtiutual 
prolpcrity  fhould  not  cxift,  ftill   under ^  our 
Itfcfent  tti^e  of  ctmnexion,  England  rtouft  be 
ecrtilidcred  A^  another  conntry.     Without  re- 
.  ettfrittg  to  what  took  plfce  iii  Roman  fangiiagie, 
(-Whith  ill  this  refpie^ft  fdllowed  the  ilatutat 
ftntimtmts  of  mankind,)   that  foreigner  and 

-   enemp 


^^ncmy  wer^^  ^cffi^natc^  ^y  the  f^p[jc  term  i{i 
fp?ech^  y^t  (o  loi^f  f^s  ^heyp  15  fuch  ^  wptive 
to  ^v^man  adipn  as  pat^iptifin^  tbc  i4^  pf 
ANOTHER  cpmfitty  is  neceiTarily  fiifeciAt^il 
with  the  idp^  pF  dijlindnefs,  f  JfcHcs  at  hei^ 
'but  diqiinifhed  •TC^ar4  ^4  oa^T^  gpaew^lly  ift- 
4i^rence  %^^  ^(Ieni|tioii.,  How  the  energies 
of  ^  ft^te  can  be  a^  their  hig|>eft,  whcp  it  is 
j4iyi49d  into  4>fti^  &PYcr;q£«cnt§>  an4  its 
linhalxitants  meted  o^t  iqfo  ifoj^fed  q\^^9 
is  for  tl^pfe  to  protvCj^  Yfho  iccjc  t)ic  prpfpeirity 
of  the(e  kingdoms,  ^r  'pe^petvi^tiag  fu^h  re- 
i?tiop?. 

I(  would  be  diiSSfix^k,  tp  make  4  feniibie 
Engh'fhman  perfejiaiy^iuJerfl^nd  tbq  gfoundi^, 
upon  whic^i  the  people  ^f  ^^^^^  ppuatry  we 
folicited  to  rejeS  ft  UnipQ,  He  ^o^Wrequlr^ 
;an  addrefs  tp  his  undefft9a4ipg»  pot  9a  ap* 
•pe^l  to  his  paflio^w.  If  ypi»  told  hjni  tha^pur 
independenpe  was  tp  ^e  i^qi:iipu:e4i^  h<^  wquld 
Tcq^pire  yo^  t^  define  th^  ii^dc^ndence  you 
enjoyed  i  he  would  require  yw  tft  (hc^  Wf^ 
rthat  the  independen<:e  of  which  }r<w  IVJ^Wf 
had,  or  in  the  prcfpntftate  of  thing?  aoqld  b^yc:, 
anadualand  prai^ical  exilleacei  )^  vroyl4  not 
•bedupe4  by  the  fouudiflg;  qf  4  nswc^bu t  would 
^rav^  hi»<:onclufi9ns  from  faiJ^Sj^^nd  from  hdts 
jonly.  If  you  told  him  the  Irifli  conftitution 
'  would 
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would  be  deftroyed,  he  wouljd  afk you,  would 
you  not  acquire  the  Britiih,  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  perfuade  him  that  you  would  not 
benefit  by  the  exchange.  If  you  faid  your 
trade  would  be'  ruined,  he  would  exprefs  his 
furprife  how  this  efFedl  could  be  produced  by 
holding  out  a  fecurity  for  Britiih  capital  to 
be  employed  in  your  trade  and  manufa<flure; 
if  you  expreffed  your  diflruft  of  the  Britifli 
minifter,  and, declared  that  you  could  not 
believe  that  fhe  good  of  this  country  was 
intended  by  him,  and  that  you  were  fatisfied 
his  only  objed:  was  revenue,  he  would  aik 
you  how  there  could  be  revenue  -without 
wealth,  or  wealth  without  trade,  or .  either 
without  induftry  and. quiet.  If  the  minifter 
feeks  that  end  thrbueh  fuch  means,  what 
have  you  to  do  with  his  motives.;  if  the  mi- 
nifter cannot  benefit  himfelf  with  benefiting 
you,  are  you  therefore  to  quarrel  with  your 
own  good  fortunes  ?  if  you  faid  (which  is 
the  fame  objedion  in  another  form)  that  your 
taxes  would  be  greater,  he  would  beg  to  be 
informed  how  you  proved  that  a  nation  was 
poor  and  diftrefled,  becaufe  its  taxes  were 
great  and  unexampled  ;  he  would  afk  you,  if 
the  general  ftate  and  condition  of  England 

'/  "  was 
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was  better  when  its  taxes  amounted  only  to 
a  millfon  a  year,  or  now  when  they  amount- 
ed to  thirty  millions  a  ydar  ?  If  an  avowed 
friend  to  reparation  fhould  tell  him  that  he 
objeded  to  an  Union,  becaufe,  in  his  opinion, 
it  would  lead  to  reparation,  he  would  admire 
his  national  propenlity  to  blunder,  and,  being 
uncertain  whether  \\t  fhould  fet  him  down 
as  a  knave  or  a  fool,  he  would  probably  in  his 
plain  underflanding  confider  him  as  both. 

It  is  frequently  aflced  by  thofe  who  oppofe 
the  meafure  of  an  Incorporated  Union,  is  an 
independent  Irifh  conftitution  incompatible 
wilh'Britifh  conncxiop? — The  queftion  i§ 
intended  to  involve  in  it  a  dilemma  fromi 
which  it  is  fuppofed  the  advocates  for  an 
Union,  will  find  it  difficult  to  free  themfelves. 
It  is  very  inaccurately  put — the  meaning  of 
thofe  however  from  whom  it  comes  is  fuffi- 
ciently  obvious.  They  intend  to  alk, — is  the 
continuance  of  Britifh  colinexion  incompati- 
ble with  the  exiflence  of  a  diflinft  and  inde- 
pendent Irifh  legiflature?  In  this  way  of 
putting  the  queftion,  which  is  the  only  way 
in  which  it  applies  to  the  prefent  argument, 
I  anfwer  without  hefitation  in  the  affirmative. 
I  fhallnot  here  infifl  upon  the  circumflance, 

that 


tli^t  Qpr  coqupyion  with  Qr^^^^  BrilfUR  i?  ifi 

ifhc  l^ing  Off  Gixm  Britain  i§  af  right*  w*  «f 

as  to  his  pplitic^l  exiftcnc?  ^^  th(^  q^^n^  otf 
his  *  inheriBnt  regal  ppwe^s,  he  i?,  fo^  Jqi^  9^ 
our  jMTcfppt  cQ«ftitutio|j  feflif,  viftcrly  \)«!y<wii4 

the  coi^tfol  of  ih?  Iriflj  pj^ii^ment,  thaugji 
by  the  l^v^s  ^n4  cpn^it^ftiorj  of  Qr^jj^  ^rit^p 
the  fxcpqtiye  ^utharity  of  that  cpuntry  is 
fubjed,  both  as  to  the  h^pds  in  which  it  fbaH 
fee  lodged,  ^pd  as  to  the  extept  of  its  powers 
to  the  control  of  the  ^ritifli  paxlianxent,  vfho 
ipay  therefore  io  this  way  appoint  or >jnodify 
the  executive  authority  of  fr«I?ind.  I  fay,  I  ' 
Ihall  not  infift  upon  thefe  rnattprs^  though  as 
the  e^fecutive  authority  conflib^tcs  the  thi^:4 
$f!ate  of  our  ^egiflature,  it  Ihews  in  the  or jr 
ginaf  form  of  our  connexion^  an  indirp^  b^t 
necefiary  jJcpeqdencc  upoi;^  the  BritijObi  p^rli^- 
ment. 

Uppn  the  Tcfloration  of  a\ir  indepeiidcnce, 
fs  it  has  been  callpd,  in  178:5,  \lii%  d^fe^dent 
annexation,  as  it  i^  galled  by  our  ft^tutes,  of 
the  crown  of  the  Ireland  upon  that  of  Eng- 

l^nd;^ 

fl^  c<i^(c<tucj|ce  oftke  CQfk&itutioBal  princij>Ie  herfiodetitiqafd^ 
-ihe  Irifh parliament  did  not  attempt  to  confir  the  crown  orire- 
|and  upon  King  William^  they  (imply  recognized  hk  ^citle,  which 
took  tScA  four  years  1>efore  that  recpgnition. 
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laiid^  was  hot  ihdught  fu^cieht  iO  fe6lire  the 
eohnemion  betvireefi  the  tW6  countfie^.     li 
was  foreieeh  by  our  own  legillattiffc  that  fur- 
ther proviCons  were  nec&iTary  td  gtialtl  d^&ihit 
the  e^ds  which  might  procfeed  ttom   th6 
ezillence  oF  fbparate   legiflatures  c6nned6d' 
only  by  the  tyc  of  a  commbir,  thbtgh  on  on6 
fSLXt  -  dipendent  executive  iauthofity.      Thfc)^ 
aceordirigly  enabled  that  no  bill  fhottld  rt- 
ceive  the  royal  afTent  hcrfc,  unlefS  ceftifled 
into   this'  country  under  the   great   feal  of 
Crreat   Britain — that  is,    that  no   law   fliall 
pafs   in   this    country    without     the   aflfeht 
of  a  member  of  the  Britifli  cabinet,  tefpoii- 
£ble  to  the  Britiih  parliament  and  irrefponfi*> 
ble  to  lis  for  whatever  he  does  as  a  metnbdr 
of  that  cabinet.   T^hat  howisvef  is  hot  alt ;  nolf 
only  we  cannot  pafe  alaW  in  this  country  with- 
out fuch  aflcnt  of  fuch  refporifible  officfei',  but 
we  cannot  hold  any  parliament  at  all  without  a 
licehcie  under  that  fame  greit  feat  of  Greaf 
Britain*.     So  far  then  as  the  refponfibility  of 
a  cabinet  ihiriiftbf  of  Great  Britaih  fubjedfl^ 
him  to  the  influence  of  a  Britiih  paHiaineht^ 
{6  far  doies  that  influence  interfere  v\^ith  the 
paflihg  of  any  law  whalevet  in  thid  6ouhtry/ 
and  even  with  the  holding  of  a  parliament 
heto.  By 

*  See  Lord  Yclvertoa's  a£t  paffim* 
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By    ftating   tbcfc    provifions,    I    am   far 
from  objeding  to  them,     I  think  they  were 
wife  and  ncccffary  in  the  extreme,  and  that 
without  fuch  inroads  upon  our  independence 
it  would  have  been  impoflible  to  maintain  the 
connexion  a  fijigle  hour.    But  even  thefe  con- 
ceflions  to  Britifh  control  have  not  been  found 
fufficient.     The  enjoyment  of  great  part  of 
our  trade  depends  upon  following  implicitly, 
in  many  inftances,  the  regulations  made  and 
to  be  made  by  Great  Britain,  with  refpe6l  to 
her   colonial   trade.     We   have  legiflatively 
declared  (and  we  have  wifely  fo  declared) 
that  it  is  juft  and  reafon^ble  we  fhould  do  fo 
in  certain  refpedls  pointed  out  in  our  flatute 
book,  and  fofar  as  that  creates  an  obligation, 
we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  complying. 

With  regard  to  the  great  imperial  queftiort, 
of  peace  and  war  in  which  the  interefts  of 
the  country  muft  be  always  fo  materially  in- 
volved, the  nature  of  our  connexion -requires 
that  we  (hould  absolutely  give  up  ^11  praSiical 
cxerqife  of  our  theoretic  right  of  control-  In 
cafe  the  King  of  Great  Britain  declared  war 
and  was  fupported  therein  by  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  what  choico-v^ould  remain 
to  the  legiflatureof  this  country  ?.  The-King. 
in  his  declaration  of  war  could  not  feparate. 

his 
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fris"^  capacity  of  Kfng  of  Gfeat  Britafn  from 

liifli  capacity  6f  Krag  of  Irelaftd :  we  rtrrift 

iherefbre    be  lieceflatily   panics  in  it,    otif 

.  ft%i<ie  c^661bd  to  danger  and  otir  cotintry  td 

invflflortv  dn  we  ever  then  make  it  a  qucf- 

tidn,  wKcthei'  we  w*iH  *  protcA'  the  one  ot 

gtrar(!  the  other  ?Mciift  We  riot  follow  the  ex- 

aiteplc  of  GredtBritairt,  and  if  we  muft,  what 

%eeomea  of  our  tight  to  t^ontrdl :?  The  tight 

Jnyeedirnifajns  totrs,  but  it  remains  a  right 

w^i^out  power  j  ii3r  order  to  prefer ve  the  c6n- 

ticxion,  the  exercife  <^f  it  nro'ft  be  furrendered. 

Thtisf    wd  lee  that  the    parliament     of 

^rcat  Bfrltaih  can   mahe  laws^  to  bind  the 

crowB  of  Iteknd,  atid  tegukte  its  defceht  j^ 

ih«t  we  can  make  no  law,  nor  even  holtS  a 

parnatnent  in'  this  ccmntry,  witiiout  the  sffent 

of  a  refponfiMe  cabinet  miniftcr  of  that  cotrn^ 

tryi  thart  we  enjoy  gfe^t  part  of  dnt  trade 

<m  the  terms  of  follorwing  implieftly  tbt  re- 

gtriatibns  of  a-  foreign  legiiflature,  and  that 

vine  hive   no  pradlicafl  control  in  the  great 

iqneftions  of  peace  and  war  j  and  that  atl  thele 

<ledti^6ns^fTom  fUrid  legtflative  independence 

are  confidcrcdf  as  eflcntially  neceflkry  to  the 

^efervartion  of  Briiiih  connexion.  If  the  pre- 

fent  connexion  continues,  what  ftjrther  con- 

<f  celnons 
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ceiHons  may  be  required  to  rej^der  it  perma- 
nent and  Xecure,  (if  any  fuch  can  do  it)  it  is 
impofCble  to  determine  ^;  but  this  much  is 
(lemonfiratively  certain,  that  its  continuance 
is  incompatible  with  a  diHind  and  abfolutely 
independent  legiflature  in  this  country ;  there- 
fore, thofe  who  oppofe  an  Union  on  the  ground 
of  maintaining  the  independence  of  Ireland^ 
ought  ferioufly  confider  the  nature  of  the 
Irifh  conllitution  as  it  (lands  at.  prefent.  In 
this  part  of  the  argument  I  fet  afide  altoge- 
ther any  confideration  of  the  neceflary  in* 
jflucnce  of  the  fuperior  country  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  inferior,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  our  power  of  control  in  quefiion  of  peace 
or  War,  confine  myfelf  entirely  to  the  writtfn 
provifions  whereby  one  country  is  fubjefiked 
to  the  other. 

It  is  a  vulgar  error  that  we  enjoy  the 
Britifli  conftitution,  or  that  we  ever  can 
enjoy  it  under  any  poflible  mode  of 
connexion  with  that  country,  (hort  of  an 
Incorporate  Lfnion.  In  Gi-eat  Britain  the 
parliament  of  that  kingdom  by  the  exprefs 
provifipns  of  its  conftitution  can  appoint  and 
regulate  its   executive   authority.      In   this 

country 

•  Sec  the  propofal  dated  in  tbe  following  pamphlet  of  a  ftrenu- 
OU8  opppofer  of  an  Union,  to  make  dill  further  inroads  upon 
our  independence,  in  order  \o  prcfcrve  the  prefent  connexion.       \ 
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country 'the  pafliament  of  Ireland  are  pre- 
cluded by*  the'  cxprefs  provifions  of  its  own 
kws  from  bU  interference  whatever  on  fo  ef- 
fential  a  branch  of  the  conftitution.  In  Great 
Britain  there  is  no  third  eftate  between  the 
parliament  and  the  king,  whofe  previous 
aflent  is  neccffary  to  the  paffing  of  their  laws. 
Whenever  a  bill  pafles  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  in  that  kingdom,  the  opinion  of 
the  executive  mu^  be  known  by  an  exprefs 
'  admiffion  or  rejcdiion.  No  council  or  minff^ 
"ter  can  ftand  between  the  parliament  -and  the 
throne.  By  our  conftitution,  however,  there 
is  an  intermediate  iriftrument,  as  to  us  inde- 
pendent and  irrefponfible,  upori^whofa  adl, 
without  any  interference  whatever  of  the 
royal  prerogative,  the  fate  of  any  bill,  though 
paffed  by  both  houfes  of  the  Irifh  parliament, 
muft  in  fad  depend.  By  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution,  the  king  cannot  difcontinue  the  ufe 
of  a  parliament  there  for  more  than  three  years 
—here  he  is  under  no  fuch  reftridion,  -and  it 
cannot  even  be  holdcn  at  all  without  a 
licence  under  the  great  feal  of  another  king- 
dom*. Great  Britain  holds  no  part  of  her 
trade  to  the  joint  poffeffions  of  the  empire'up- 

•  *  '  • 

on 

•-  The  pradice  of  granting  the  fuppIicB  for  a  year  only,  *infut'e«, 
in  ordinary  timet^  the  annual  meeting  of  parliament— this,  how* 
cver^  dpes  not  arife  froai  any  coiUlitutiondi  provifion  on  our  part. 
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on  the  terins  pf  adopting  the  commerda)  rf^ 
^ylations  of  another  pountry,  aftd  ^epi^V 
cally  enjpy?  both  the  right  ao4  the  power  qf 
cpptroling  the  exccvtive  authority,  in  the 
great  quefiions  of  peace  an4  wai?. 

Such  area  few  of  the  marked  diftin^iows 

bctvyreeq  the  Britiib  and  Iriflj  conftitntions — 

thofe  differences,  at  leaft  thofcof  them  whkjb 

are  of  mvich  importaiicei  arifc  from  and  grow 

out  of  the  nature  of  ourprefeftt  cwne  din-n^ 

they  are  deemed  necefiary  for  its  prcfervatipn> 

and  it  could  eaiily  be  (hewn  that  they  are  if%- 

fu^lcient  for  that  purpofc ;  but  who  does  not 

lee  in  them  9  fruitful  foureaof  national  difcon- 

tipnt,  difupipij  and  repture?  Whatatheine  do 

they  furniihfor  thepQpukr  declaimer  toroufe 

indignation  and  to  call  for  redfcfs — what  ima- 

f;ip»ry  wrongs  migfit  b«  deduced  from  this 

avowed  inferiority  of  the  Irifli  copfMtution"^ 

what  a  lever  for  an  cnlhuijaft  or  a  knave  ta 

roufe   a  proud,   high-fpirited  and  pQwerfi:|l 

people!  WJiodocs  not  fee  how  effedually  the 

battles^  of  ieparati^n  might  be  thus  fought 

under  the  banners  of  Independence !   A  ftri^l 

independence  is  incompatible  with  the  nature 

of  pur  prefeqt  qonncxion^  but  it  may  well  be 

argued,  that  ftridl  independence  is  the  right 

pf  .every  free  nation,  j  ^nd  fljauld  the.  people 
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be  once  induced  to  a£t  under  the  ]t(flueiiG6 

i»f  jOadh  An  opinion^  there  i^  nn  end  of  thr 
connexion,  or  it  mnft  be  maintnined  by  force. 
Ircpnfider  an  incorporate  Union  as  the  only 
^0ed\ial  guard  againfl  one  or  other  of  thefe 
alt^roi^tiyes, :  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  only 
pplSble  fcheme  of  political  regulation  by  which 
Ireland  can  att  once  obtain  the  Britifh  con^ 
flitufion  in  its  form  and  dEfence^  and  by 
v^hich  Bcitifl)  connexion  can  be  rendered 
fecure  and  permanent.  With  thefe  hopes 
;^nd  thefe  views,  {  feel  that  I  ad  the  part  of 
an  honeft  man  in  promoting  its  accbm- 
pliihosent  to  the  utmoll  of  my  power. 

If  I  ^ould  trace  in  the  propofed  Union 
.^ny  of  the  new-fangled  fchemes  pf  modem 
philofophy,  any  new  fyftem  grounded  on  thpe 
f^nt^ftical  and  lately-difcovered  rights  of  man, 
I  fhould  have  been  among  the  firft  to  oppolb 
;ind  to  reJ€<Sl  it.  I  lee  however  nothing  in  it^ 
fen  t  the  tried  and  known  pjrinciples  of  the 
.Brit)0i  conflitnttoa,  adapted  to  a  greater 
population  and  an  enlarged  extent  of  ter- 
ritory.—I  fee  nothing  marc  in  it,  than  the- fa- 
ther exteniioDf  of  that  principle  of  union,  by 
the, adaption  of  which,  ifrom  time  to  time, 
the  Britiih  Empire  has  rifcn   to  its  prefeiit 

unrivalled 
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tinrivalled  greatnefs,  Wc  have  hot  merely 
precedent  in  many  inflances,  but  the  fuc<;efs 
of  it  ra  all  to  govern  and  direft  us.  Is  it 
thep  the  experience  of  fix  centuries  of  mifery 
and  di(lrefs»  that  is  to  tie  us  down  for  ever 
to  our  prefent  condition  ?  Muft  time  pais 
over  this  country  alone  without  bringing 
along  with  it  wifdom  and  refle£^ion  ?  I  do 
not  thus  defpair  of  it;  no  important  change 
was  ever'yet  affected  in  the  great  concerns  of  a 
nation  which  had  any  pretefifion  to  freedom 
without  much  oppofition  in  its  progrefs.  It  is 
well  that  it  is  fo ;  that  oppofition  feldom  pre- 
vails in  preventing  the  final  fuccefs  of  a  mea- 
fure  called  for  by  true  wifdom---fa£lion  may 
triumph  for  a  time — delufion  may  have  tem- 
porary fway— the  people  in  the  end  howe- 
ver will  fee  their  true  interefls,  and  feeing, 
will  purfue  them. 

The  oppofition  which  this  mcafurc  met 
with  in  an  early  flage,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  an  innovation^  was  founded  in  a  radi- 
cal ignorance  of  the  hiflory  of  this  country— 
neither  the  idea  or  pradice  of  any  union 
was  any  novelty  here ;  it  had,  in  fome  in- 
itances>  as  I  have  proved^  exified  in  fad,  and 
was  af  all  times  the  cherifhed  hope  of  the  bcfl 

and 
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and  wifeU  among  us — An  extraordinary  docu- 
ment to  (hew  the  prevalence  of  that  <ieiirc  at 
an  early  period  of  ourhiftory  has  lately  fallen 
witl^in  my  obfervation.  It  fully  proves  the 
anxious  wifli,  which  even  the  parliament  o£ 
this  country  (that  body  of  men^  whofe  pcrfon- 
al  intereft  was  moft  likely  to  be  afieded  by  art 
Union),  deeply  felt  and  folicitoufly  expreffed 
uppn  this  fubjedi.  The  year  1706  had  been 
employed  by  the  Englilh  minifters  in  affeft-' 
ing  the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland. 
Shortly  after  it  was  compleated,  a  feffion  of 
the  parliament  of  this  kingdom  was  held, 
which  begun  on  the  ill  of  July,  1707  *•  Lord 
Pembroke,  who  was  then  Lord  Lieutenant, 
'  made,  as  ufual,  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament :  the  minds  of  the  Englifli  people 
being  then  averfe  to  any  Union  with  this 
country,  from  that  fpirit  of  commercial  jea- 
loufy,  which  it  is  the  gl^ry  of  the  pi;^efent 
times  to  have  fcouted  and  abandoned,  no 
notice  ^whatever  was  taken  of  the  ScottiHi 
Union  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne.  This 
can  only  be  accounted  for  from  the  defirc  on 
the  part  of  theEnglifh  adminiftration,  that  no 
Cmilar  meafure  fhould  become  the  fubjed  of 

parliamentary 

*  See  the  Commons  Journals  for  that  fcflion. 
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parliamentarry  difculRon  here;  iMherwife,  it 
csinnotbe  fuppofcd,  that  an  event  fo  itipmctlr 
tons  to  the  empire  at  large,  fhonld  have  beeit 
paffedpver  in  otter  filence  npon  the  very  tieit 
occafion  of  affcmbliftg  the  parlraitieht  of  this' 
kmgdoni.    TWs  intention,   however,  of  the 
franaers  of  that  fpeech,  did  not  fucceed  to  the 
extent  which  was  wilhed.     So  anrioesr  wai 
the  Iriih  parliament  of  cxprelfing  its^  defirssr 
on  the  fubjcd,  that  they  violated  the  nfuaF 
etiquette  of  parKamentary  proceeding,  and  in 
their  reply   to  the  fpeech  totally  ontftep  the 
limits  it  had  prefcribed  to  themi.    They  begiii 
in  their  re^ily^  with  their  heartfelt  congratnla- 
tion  upon  the  glory  the  Qpcen  had  adqnired' 
in  acgomplifhing  the  Union  of  hef'iMajefty**' 
kingdoms,  England  and  Scotland.    They  catF 
it  a  great  and  glorious  work,  above  the  wifdiM 
of  former  times.  They  ftate  the^r^j/diffieulties 
which  impeded  it,  and  do  homage    to  the 
greatneis  of  that  genius  by  which  they  were 
(urmounted.      They  addrcfs  themfel'vci&   to 
God,  that  he  njay  be  inftrumcntal  ro  their 
wifhes,  and  they  fervently  befeech"  him,  to 
put  it  into  the  royal  heart  of  their  queen,  fo 
add  greater  fir engtb  and  tuft  re  to  Ber  crown, 
by   a  yet  more  comprebenfive    Union*     Such 

wa^ 
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was  the  language  and  fuch  were  the  fenti- 
nients  of  the  parliament  of  that  day  !  they 
Were  willing  to  facrifice  their  perfonal  ambi- 
tion on  the  altar  of  public  good— no  effeft, 
however,  followed  from  this  expreffion  of 
their  defires;  the  meafure  was  above  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  times. 

It  remains  for  our  day  and  for  the  prefent 
parliament  to  carry  into  effedt  the  anxious 
wilhes  of  their  predeceffors.  It  remains  to 
be  determined,  whether  we  have  been  as 
retrograde  in  wifdom  as  the  people  of  Eng-* 
land  have  been  progreffive.  Whether  the 
narrow  notions  of  an  illiberal  policy,  from 
which  they  have  unfettered  their  minds,  have 
transferred  themfelves  to  ours,  and  are  fliil 
to  be  one  ihape  or  other,  the  bane  of  Iri(h 
profpcrity. 

For  myfelf,  ^  confefs,  I  have  other  hopes.  I 
do  not  think  that  it  will  be  left  to  pofterity  to 
fay,  that  the  meafure  was  above  the  wifdom  of 
our  times.  I  feel  happy  that  1  (hall  be  cne 
infirumental  in  the  accomplifliment  of  this 
great  work ;  and  if  I  could  hope  for  future 
fame,  I  would  defire  to  be  remembered  in  no 
other  charadcr,  than  as  the  zealous  advocate 
for  an  incorporate  Union, 

For  the  noble  Lord  who,  in  the  name  of 
the  Sovereign,   prefidcs  over  the  councils  of 

d  this 
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this  kingdom,  I  would  bcfcech  him  to  go  oa— 
I  would  fay  to  him  dmoft  in  the  words  which 
Mr.  Burke  ufed  on  an  occafibn  much  lefs 
worthy  the  efFufions  of  his  divine  eloquence : 
"  You  are  doing  a  great  good,  fuch  as  rarely 
falls  to  the  lot,  and  as  rarely-eoincides  with 
the  dcfires  of  any  man.  Ufe  your  time— 
you  are  now  on  a  great  eminence — the  eyes 
of  mankind  are  turned  on  you — you  have 
lived  long— you  have  done  much,  but  here 
is  the  fummit ;  you  have  never  exceeded,  you 
will  n^er  exceed  what  you  are  now  about 
to  do.  There  is  not  a  tongue  whieh  will  not 
blefs  the  prefiding  and  manly  beneficence  of 
hinr  who  has  propofed  this  great  work  to  us. 
This  tribute  you  dcferve ;  and  it  will  furely 
be  paid,  when  all  the  jargon  of  party,  influ- 
ence, and  patronage  are  fwept  into  oblivioB.^' 


WILLIAM  JOHNSON 
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"JtERHAPS  no  people  in  the  world  reciuire 
more  time  to.forna  a  juft  opinion  upon  a  fubjeft 
touching  their  own  intereft,  than  the  people  of  this 
Country  t  they  have  all  the  ardour  and  inconfider* 
atenefs  of  youth^  unfubdiied  by  a  long  continuance 
of  chaftifem^nf  and  affli£iion.  This  by  no  means 
proceeds  from  any  radical  deficiency  of  good  fenfe> 
Jbut  from  mpral  (Jaufed,  whi<:h  have  abfblutely  pro- 
longed  our  infancy  i^  a  nation.  This  pequliar 
charafter  of  my  Countrynlen  was  never  more  con- 
fpicuous,  ^han  jhronpL  the  manner  m  which  the  fup- 
pofed  intention  of  propofing  an  Union  between  this 
Country  and  Great  Britain  has  been  received  here  j 
•i— alarm,  difdain,  indignation,  vengeance, 

*^£a|^|or.madnefs  tuled  thchotu-, 
"  Would"  try  hii  own  cxtatic  powV/* 

■■  ■  •         <•«  'V  rr      ,  r  •  r  •  » 

*  .One  author  ftates  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
Cowntfy's .vengeance,  would.be  rouzed  by  the  bare 

B  meitLtjoii 

*Mr.Jcbb. 


mention  of  fuch  a  meafure  ;  and,  after  defcribing, 
with  all  due  horror,  the  miferablecondition  to  which 
we  have  been  reduced,  afks,  *^  who,  under  fuch 
circumftance8,will  venture  to  exprefs,  in  theboneft 
terms  of  virtuous  indignation,  his  opinion  on  the 
annihilation  of  our  Parliament  ?''  I  fliould  be  glad 
to  know  from  this  writer,  whether  the  terms,  in 
which  he  has  expreffed  himfclf,  be  honeft,  or  the 
indignation  he  has  fhewn,  be  virtuous  ?  If  they 
are,  why  have  the  "  Triangles  and  the  Gallows," 
whofe  effcfls .  he  deplores  in  fuch  truly  melan« 
choly  ftrains„  had  no  efFed  upon  him  ?  The  truth 
is,  tbefe  angry  patriots  mean  not  half  they  fay  j  fo^^ 
in  a  few  pages  after,  the  fame  author  defcribes  the 
j*RESENT  fituation  of  this  Country  to  be  tran- 
quillized and  happy,  and,  through  all  that  remains 
of  his  Pamphlet,  feems  never  once  to  have  dreamt 
of  the  Gallows  or  the  Triangle. 

The  only  thing  confoling  in  this  violent  burft  of 
alarm  is,  that  it  cannot  be  lailing.  We  (hall  took 
with  a  fteadier  eye  than  we  have  yet  done,  at  thc^ 
objed  which  has  excited  it  ;  the  delufion  of  our 
fenfes  will  wear  away,  and  we  (hall  fmile  in  the  hour 
of  fober  recolledion,  at  the  idle  fears  by  which  we 
have  been  made  miferable. 

ToafEft,  as  far  as  I  can,  in  forwarding  this 
defirable  end,  I  am  induced,  once  more,  to 
intrude  upon  the  pul>Kc.  That  I  have  efcaped 
the  fear  which  has  To  generally  aflFefted  others, 
1  do  not  attribute  to  any  fuperior  fagacity  of 
my  own  ;  I  owe  it  to  the  fimple  accident  of 
having  had  my  mind  long  fmce  turned  to  the 

confideration 


confi(kration  of  this  queftion.    Engaged,  in  no 
v?ay  whttever,  in  the  divifions  which  have  dif- 
trafted  this   Country,  fave  in  a  deep  fenfe  of 
that  common  hiifery  they  had  brought  upon  us, 
in  which,  as  an  individual,  I  took  my  full  Ihare^ 
I  have  for  a  confiderable  time  turned  my  attention 
to  a  confideration  of  the  caufes  of  thbfe  peculiar 
evils  under  which  this  kingdom  has  fo  Jong  la- 
boured.   Among  them  it  was  eafy  to  trace,  neither 
lad  nor  leall,   the  anomalous  connexion  which 
cionftitutionally  binds  Ireland  to  England.     As  a 
iriatter  of  deliberate  regulation  between  two  Coun- 
tries,  it  is,  I  believe,  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  World  j — in  its  rife,  progrefs  and  confum- 
mation.     The  only  thing  refembling  it  was  the 
connexion  between  England  and  Scotland  before 
the    Union  ; — ^that,  however,    was    matter    of 
mere  accident,  owing  to  the  right  of  the  refpefliive 
Monarchies  veiling  in  the  fame  perfon,  and  it  was 
remedied  as  foon  as  the  temper  of  the  reipe^plive 
Countries  would  in  any  way  warrant  the  change* 
—Here,  however,  if  we  fuppofe  our  ftatute-book 
to  contain  the  deliberate  will  of  the  natiod,  we 
have  folcmnly  attached  the  Monarchy  of  this 
Country  to  the  perfon  of  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain and  his  fucceffors  for  ever,'  and  we  hav<,  by 
the  fame  ftatute-book,  referved  to  ourfelves  the 
abfolute  right  of  a  Parliament  of  our  own  to  form 
with  the  King  of  Great-Britain  the  exclufive  Go- 
vernment of  this  Realm. 
» 

There  are  but  four  po/^ble  modes  by  which  this 
CoAintry  can  be  conneded  with  Great-Britain— (he 

muft' 


'3 


mutf  citherbc altogether  fubje^' to  its  legiflative  and 
executive  authority,  without  any  Parliament  of  her 
own,  and  then  (Se  li  at  mere  province  or  colony  at 
the  abfolute  difcretiori  of  the  parent  Country ;  or 
flie  may  have  the  fame  executive  and  a  feparate 
legiflative  with  a  controling  and  paramount  power 
in  the  Parliament  of  the  Sifter  Itihgdom ; — this  was 
our  condition  previous  to  the  year  1782  ;  or  fhe 

•  •  •  '      * 

may  have  the  fame  executive  authority  with  a 
legiflature  tbeorettcally  m&tfgtnditnt^  h\xt  pradically 
dependent.  Such  has  been  the  nature  of  our  con* 
nexion  iince  the  repeal  of  the  6tn  of  George  the  ift; 
or,  l^ftly,  (he  may  be  united  to  Great  Britain  as 
one  Country,  fubjiedl  to  the  fame  executive  autho- 
rity, duly  reprefented  in  the  Common  Parliament 
of  the  empire,  entitled  to  the  lame  privileges,  pof* 
feiSng  the  fame  rights,  enjoying  the  fame  law$,  and 
ihanng  in  the  fdme  fortunes."^ 

I  have  fet  down  thefe  four  modes  of  connexion 
in  the  order  in  which  they  ftrike  my  under^ 
ilanding  to  be  feverally  worthy  of  adoption'p-K)q 
the  two  fir  ft  it  is  unneceftary  to  fay  ^ny  tiling—^ 
they  are  both  degrading  to  the  feeling,  and  deftruc- 
tive  io  the  happinefs,  of  a  people  wilhihg  to  be  free; 
wmmoi  the  fecond,  we  had  long  and  woeful  expe- 

rienccra* 

*  i^mpng  thcf€  I  do  not  ftate  a  coimexlon  by  an  UnToR  of  the 
executive  authoiityc  with  a  feparate  legiflature  in  this  cgdntry,* 
praSicalfyf  as  well  as  theoretically ^  independent;  becaufe.I  aia, 
ilating  pojfible  modes  of  connexion,  and  that  fuch  a  mode.pf 
connexion  between  countries  circumftai^ed  as  Great  tirftan  and 
Ireland  are,  could  not  laft  a  mOmeMf— Where  there  iBia'rttbtive 
inequality  in  power  between  countries  conneSei  as  tbefe  are^, 
there  never  can  cxift  ftrift  independence  on  the  part  of  the 
inferior* 
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rrenc«f-^if  cohtimiea;'  if  Inlay  tile  tlie  exi)Vefl!dnV 
tli¥  irife'ricy  df  tHife  Countty'  to'  ah  uhfexariiplea' 
peri6a---ive  tBrew'  it'  off  upori  the'  fii^ft  fyiiijJtditi' 
of  'maiilri"ty--we  pUt  oh  the  robe  6f  mahhddd,  and 
tKbught  oUtfelVeJj  pcifeQlj  free-.Hive'  we  Becii' 
fo?  or  fo  long  as  we" are  cohneaea  With' Great 
Britain  in  the  way  we  how  ate,  dariWd  Be  fo? 

Ihw  reads' riie  td'att  exiniUiation  which T  thiiiK 
mdft'  material  to  thedifcdffioh  df  thfe  prefeht  q\ief- 
tioh,  whether  the  cdntiexidii'  which  how  fdbfiftV 
between  us  and  Great  Briiain  Be  fach,' as  in  its ' 
nature,  cohflderihg  the  ftatfe'df  the  tWo  cdiinfrie^; 
caii  ^ive  us  the fullenjoymetii of  thdfe advaiit^ei' 
whith  dur  ^oi)uIatior^  our  foil'  aiiia  oui-  gedgraiihic 
fittiatidn  in  the  globe,  iri  ihiite'but'iferruiiive  eloi 
^nence,  holds  out  tods. 

By  freedom,  I  do  not  nie^an  merely  freedom  6^ 
pdrTon  ahd  feciirity  of  property-^I  rheah  afib^  that 
national  fre'edoin  Which'  fets  affoa't  the"  ddriiiaht' 
powers  of  the  ftatfe,  aJid  gives  life  ahiT  vigoiir'td'  ' 
the  mertneff  of  buried  wealth,  Whfeth^r'it  lies  hid 
in  the  reftraih'ed  iridWftry  of  itVinhabitahts,"  or  ufe. 
lefsly  repofes  in  the  bowels  of  the  eahh—this  f  call 
freedom— ^n(f  I  agaiii^  afk',  whether  we  have  eA-  ' 

joyed,,  or,- under  our  prefeht  connejadii,  ai-e'evet  " 
likely  to  enjoy  this  freedom'? 

In  whatever  I  f^alf  fay  upon  this'  fiibjeA,  I  aV-    ' 
dently  call'ufidh  the'  attentidh  of  thbC  vtW  ai^^ 
ready  to  fay  in  their  heart  of  that  cbniJ^xioi, '  of 
whatever  natur^  it  riiiy  be,  wfitcti  wi«  mbftcronaVde 
to  the  profpe'rity  of  the'tw^  Countries,  g^,j>^>^V/^V 

The  privilege  of  being  bound  by  our  own 
fews  only  has  been  obtained  within  titk  memory 
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of  us  all,  and  though  no  doubt  it  conliderablf 
improved  our  condition,  and  yet  more  gratified 
our  pride,  it  dill  left  the  Countries  connefked 
but  in  a  fingle  point,  namely,  the  Union  of  the 
refpeftive  executive  authority  of  each  in  the  per- 
fbn  of  the  fame  individual — had  an  Union  of  this 
kind  (fuppofing  fuch  a  thing  for  a  moment  to  have 
been  practicable)  taken  place  between  Countries 
of  equal  ftrength  and  weight,  though  while  it/ub" 
fijied^  it  would  not  give  that  efficacy  to  the  com- 
bined power  of  both  which  it  would  have  received 
from  a  more  intimate  Union,  it  would  yet  entail 
no  particular  grievance  on  either— though  it  would 
not  increafe,  it  would  not,  wUle  it  Iq/ied^  check 
the  internal  profperity  of  either — ^but,  in  Countries, 
fituated  as  thefe  were,  the  difadvantage  to  the  in« 
ferior  was  ftriking  and  obvious ;  it  gave  to  that  a 
theoretical  independence  and  an  ailual  and  necejfary 
fubjeftion — ^by  giving  that  a  theoretical  indcpen* 
dence,  it  furnilhed  a  perpetual  fubjed  of  conten-i 
tion  between  the  two  Countries,  without  the  poffi- 
bilxty  of  having  it  pra^ically  decided  in  favour  of 
the  inferior,  and  created,  by  this  neceflary  fubjec- 
tion,  difcontent,  and  heart-burnings  in  the  latter, 
which  fcarcely  any  profperity  could  allay. 

If  any  inftances  have  occurred  in  which  the  in- 
dependence of  this  country  has  been  pradically 
^iferted,  they  will  be  found  to  have  taken  pl^ce  at 
times,  either  *  i^hen  England  was  weak  and  befet 
by  an  hoft  of  enemies,  or  when,f  by  the  fufpenfion 
of  her  executive  authority,  fhe  was  as  s^  wreck  upoi^ 
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the  waters;  fuch  inftances,  when  the  caufe  of  thenl 
is  confidered,  are  the  mod  ftriking  proofs  I  could 
produceof  thettuthpf  the  pofidon  I  have  laid  down* 
Indeed  it  required  no  proof.    It  is  one  of  thofe  felf- 
evident  propofitions  which  we  at  once  admit  with- 
out recurring  either  to  practice  or  experience ;  its 
truth  reds  upon  the  unchangeable  relation  of  quan* 
tity,  greater  and  lefs.  This  relation  muft  ever  con- 
tinue the  fame,  while  our  connexion  remains  fuch  as 
it  is.  Were  the  internal  circumftancesof  thisCoun- 
try  other  thail  they  are,  I  think  fuch  a  connexion 
would,  fo  long  as  it  laded,  be  adequate  to  our  ra- 
tional happinefs  and  profperity  as  a  nation  ;  and 
I  would  not  recur  to  an  Union  from  any  other 
motive  than  to  give  permanency  and  fecufity  to 
.  that  happinefs  and  profperity  ; — to  guard  againft 
the  infolence  of  Wealth  and  power,  that  might 
make  us  forget  the  affidance  by  which  we  had 
climbed  to  greatnelis,  and,  in  the  filly  pride  of 
ftanding  alone  in  the  world,  endanger  the  fafety' 
of  the  Britifli  empire,  and  render  us  an  eafy  prey 
to  French  ambition. 

In  any  condition,  then,  that  I  can  fuppofe  this 
Country  to  be,  whether  harafled  by  dividons  as 
it  is,  or  in  the  full  enjoy ment^)f  the  fruits  of  in- 
dudry  and  quiet,  I  would  recommend  an  Union, 
as  a  fcheme  of  the  wifed  policy  die  could  purfue. 
In  fpeaking  this  language,  I  addrefs  myfelffoJely 
to  thofe  who  widi  the  Countries  to  remain  con- 
neded  for  ever ;  who  defire  to  guard  *^  againd 
"  the  folly  of  thofe  \trho  are  honed,  and  the  ma- 
**  chinations  of  thofe  who  are  n^t  fo  j"  who  con- 
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fider  <hc  joint  and  cqmnwd  ^^f[qvii  Af  M\^Vf  piUSi 
pf  the  Britifii  empire  as  iicfcgflary,  ;n  ih^  ^refeni 
condition  of^uropcto  the  fecurity  fifths  wioi^^r^ 
who  think,  that  at.  once  to  giye^the  mp(l  .effieignt 
power  to  the  State,  apd  fully  ^pd  pe^rfeftly  tole-* 
cure  thp  Liberty  ^nd  Property  pf  the  Subj€^>  ar^ 
the  ultirpate  obje%  qf  thePriti(h,CQnftituUojii;  and 
who  will  not  befitate,  if  they  can  do  .it  without  a 
facrificc  of  principle,  to  vary  their  jnenas  in  order 
to  attain  their  end. 

We  have  hitherto  endeavoured  to  frcpre  thtf 
connexion,  and  prompte  thjB  prpfperity  df  the  twa 
^ountri^es  by  a  fimple  Union  of  ihp  j5^cqtivc  au* 
ihority  of. each  with  diftin^  s^nd  ijidep^endent  Le- 
siliature.s*  A  coniiiex;ion  mpre^light  could  fcarcely 
be  imagined }  we.  touch  poUtically  m  a.ilngle  point 
only— between  co\in^ries  of  equal  (Irength  and 
power,, fuch  an  Upion  would  npt  .have  laded  a 
Qioiiient.;  and  where  it  has  takgn  plaice  between 
a  greater  and  inferior  coui^jtry,  ey^ry.ftep^thatdi- 
ininiihes  the  inequality  betY^een  theni,  leflens  the 
probability  of  its  continuance.  Xhis.confidetation 
will,  of  neceffity,  deterqiine  ttiefupisriortD  preferve 
its  relative  condition  inviolate.  If  the^contiiiuance' 
of  the  conneicion  l;:^  an  object  with  the.fupcrior 
Country,  ihe  will  find  the  ftrengtb  of  it  to  depend 
upon  mauitaining  her  advantage* 

In  fai^,  fuch  a  connexion  can  hardly  ever  bs 
fupppfed  to  take  place  bet^ire^n  countries  equal  in 
{trength  and  power ;  becapfe,  in  ^e  very  terms  of 
it,  it  admits  an  a^ual  inferiority.  But,  i£byany 
cc^HQeQion  oa  the  part  qf  onye  of  tbem  .fuch  a  con« 
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nfe*!dn  ihbuld  tike  place,  it  mufl  fodti  of  neceffiiy 
tiiffolve,  if  they  preiTervie  their  refpeclive  ecjuality  of 
poweh  Where  there  exiftS  nb  control  open  br 
dlfguifed,  by  which  the  opinion  of  one  of  the 
coniieftied  countries  can  be  moulded  tb  the  will 
bf  the  otherj  they  >^ill  nieceffarily  differ  upon 
^jueftibns,  upon  which  hot  to  agree  will  be  to  fe- 
parate.  It  follows  therefore,  that  if  fuch  a  con- 
tiexibn  Jias  taken  place  betweeh  countries  iinequil 
in  ftrength  and  power,  it  cannot  fubfift  a  moment 
when  that  inequality  is  renidved.  '  I  do  ribt  mestn 
that  it  wbiild  require  a  niathiematical  equality  tb 
deftrby  this  kind  of  connexioh;  but  fuch  an  ap- 
proach tb  it,  as  that  the  difference  'would  ht 
ieafily  made  up  by  natiphal  pride  and  human  ar- 
rogance. 

I  afk  any  man  wlio  kridws  the  paft  hiftdry  bf  thefe 
tountriesi  or  indeed  has  the  flighteft  infight  what- 
ever into  human  nature^  if  this  country  had,  it 
any  time  pad,  poiTdfed  an  equal  (hare  iil  the  fleets^ 
armies  sind  tefourfces  of  the  empire  with  Great 
Britain^  and  bould  have  ihade  her  voice  be  heard, 
hot  only  \lrithin  tfie  pale  bf  that  tealni,  but  in 
Europi  alfb, .  as  loudly  a^  that  of  her  fifter  coun- 
try j  whether  the  tonile±idn,  ds  it  now  fiihjijh^ 
betweeii  thefe  kingdoms^  could  have  endured  tb 
this  day  \ 

If  wc  will  then  have  the  fconiiexibn  in  its  pre/em 

form^  we  muft  be  cpntent  with  the  Jiudkd  pre- 

iervatioii  df  that  decided  inferiority,  by  virtue 

bf  which  alone  it  has  cbntihucd,  and  by  virtue 
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of  which  alone  it  flan  be  prefetved ;  or,  Ipok  fot* 
ward)  if  that  inferiority  ihould  be  in  any  great 
degree  removed,  to  final  reparation  and  mutual 
debafement. 

It  is  the  profpeft  of  this  latter  alternative  which 
has  united  all  our  internal  enemies  in  one  com* 
moii  effort  againft  this  meafure— whether  we  re- 
main in  our  prefent  connexion^  a  difcontented  and 
divided  people,  or,  by  a  fortunate  termination 
of  our  prefent  diftraiftions,  grow  under  it  a  pow- 
erful and  wealthy  nation )  in  either  event,  they 
confider  the  diffolution  af  our  prefent  cc^nnexion 
as  morally  certain*.  In  the  former  (late  they  wilt 
baire  a  continuance  of  all  the  material  upon  which 
they  have  hitherto  worked  with  fuch  uaduftry  and 
fttccefs ;  and  in  the  latter,  they  know  that  in  the 
.  courfe  of  evi^nts  imperial  queftions  mi^ftof  neceffity 
ariie  between  the  two  countries^  upon  which  they 
will  unavoidably  differ.  The  reajfons  which  at 
prejfenty  on  all  fu<:b  occafions,  fecure  thjs  acqui- 
ciceace  of  Ireland^  will  then  in  a  great  Regret  haVe 
ceafed;  and  they  have  little,  knowledge  of  the 
world,  who  do  not  fee  that  the  £eafoa  of  profpe- 
rity  and  power  is  not  the  moment  when  9  mnioa 
will  conciliate  qv  concede.  If  the  countries  do 
not  agree,  and  they  cannot  agree  without  fubmif- 
fion  on  one  part,  the  connexion,  with  very  Utrfe 
.affiitance  from  tteafiEMi:  a^d  difa^<&^ij?m  is  at  an 
end  for  ever. 

Indeed  fa  obyionsr  dae«  t^^  appM4*  t^  ^^  hpneft 
oppofers  of  an  Union,:  for  I  do  not  d^y  there  aifc 
many  fuch,  that  Mr*  Jebb,  whofe  candour,  fin* 

cerity 


11 

cmty  and  good  fenfe,  thofe  ^ho  differ  nioft  in 
opinion  from  him,  are  ready  to  allow,  propdfei 
•certain  regulations  between  the  two  countries,  to 
guard  againft  the  effeft  of  a  difference  of  epiniea 
iipon  fuch  imperial  qjieftions  as  may  tflk  between 
them — and  how  does  he  do  this  ?  why,  by  an  ab- 
folute  furrender  to  the  Parliament  cf  Enghnd  <X 
the  Pdrfe  and  the  Sword  of  this  nation.* 

We  all  know  that,  hbwevet;  the  theory  of  o«r 
Conftitution  may  have  kiv^fted  the  King  with  the 
powerof  dedaring  warjihepraSkalexercife  of  thia 
right  18  of  neceffiiy  in  PatJJam-ent.  Fr6m  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  Supplies,  which  is  now  the  law  -of 
the  land,  we  know  that  the  King  4:oukl  neaft  fupport 
war  a  fingle  day  without  the  confem  of  Parliament. 
» —Whenever  therefore  the  King  of  En^nd  de- 
clares war,  it  is  in  effeft  the  Par liameat  of  Eng- 
land that  have  ^d^ne  fo.  -What  the^  does  Ml** 
Jebb  proppfe  ?  Why,  that  in  ail  facfa  cafes  Ihe 
Parliainent  of  Ireland  ftwrnld  be  bmndio  foltew — 
that  is,  to  follow  in  the  oirfy  way  in  which  a  Pat* 
fiamem  can  follow,  by  granting  a  propo^rtio^iate 
fupply.  However,  this  country,  tlwmgh  enjoying 
a  feparateaiid  independent  ParKament,  may  have 
hitherto  deemed  it  expedient  to  follow  the  example 
ef  Great  Britain  in  the  wars,  in  which  the  lattef 
has  thought,  proper  to  engage,  it  would  be  hard 
that  fheihould  altogether  renounce  by  compact  the 
theoretical  right  of  judging  of  this  expediency. 
Yet  the  moft  fenfifete  and  judicious  oppofet  of  an 
|Jnitm  confiders  fuch  a  renunciation  as  not  alto^^ 

»  gether 

♦  Mr.  Jebb's  Pamphlet,  pages  24,  25. 
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gpthef  unneceir^ry  in  giving-  fecurity  and  penna) 
nency  to  the  connexion  which  at  prefent  fubfift^ 
faietween  the  kingdoms. 

But  to  fecure  this  connexion  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  Mr.  Jebb  not  only  gives  up  the  Purfe  and 
the  Sword,  but  is  willing  to  ftipulate  that  the  King, 
Lords  and  Commons  of  independent  Ireland  fbould 
not  do  any  thing  which  may  affe^y  fuch  are  his 
words,  the  religion  of  the  ftate,  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Britiih  Parliament.  .  T  hey  muft  not 
provide  for  a  fmgle  DifTenting  Clergy  man,  or  grant 
the  fmallefl;  privilege  to  the  floman  Catholic  (for 
fuch  afts,  by  conftrudtion,  may  be  faid  to  qj^e^  the 
religion  of  the  ftate,)  without  the  previous  appro- 
bation of  a  foreign  legiflature.  Even  Mr.  Jebb, 
the  decided  oppofer  of  an  Union,  confiders  all 
ihefe  facrifices  as  inftruraental,  if  not  neceffary,  in 
preferving  the  connei^ion  between  (he  (;ount^ies  as 
it  now  ftands^ 

But  eVen  thofe  conceffions  would  not  do — the 
£$ed  of  diftblution  is  incorporated  in  its  frame;  it  is 
periftiable  as  the  breath  of  man,  and  precario^s  as 
human  condu^. 

If  any  accident  were  to  happen,  within  the 
period  of  eighteen  years,  to  our  prefent  Sovereign 
and  his  immediate  fucceifor,  >a  queftipn  would 
arife  between  the  two  nations,  which  nothing  but 
jfhe  providence  of  God,  on  a  former  pccafion,  pre- 
vented frooi  dafhing  our  fragile  connexioi^  to 
pieces-r— whether  if  fuch  a  queftion  ihould  again 
arife,  h6  would  fo  favour  us  a  fdcond  time,  is  be- 
ypnd  ihe  limit  of  human  conje^uje,  but  it  is  yithiq 
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thie  Gompafs  of  human  prudence  to  present  its.  rer 
jcurrence. 

But  this  is  not  all,  the  permanency  of  this  con? 
nexion  depends  upon  the  perfonal  conduc}:  of  the 
Ipovereigp,    1  can  eafily  fuppofe  a  cafe,  remote  int 
djsed  frprti  pur  fears  under  the  gracious  reign  df  hi$ 
prefent  Majefty,  which  might  render  a  revolution 
in  this  country,  as  td  the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign, 
matter   of   melancholy   and   eyer-to-be- deplored 
neceffity  in  this  kingdom,  while*  the  fame  meafurc 
-vvould  not  be  juftified  in  England.    The  ejfecutivc 
authority  here  is  under  no  control  from  the  Englilh 
Parliament.    Suppofe  King  James  the  fccond  had 
Ijeeh  more  fagacious  than  he  was,  but  equally  in- 
tent on  the  introduftion  qf  popery,  whenever  cirr 
cumftances  would  enable  him  to  make  the  attempt 
with  any  probability  of  fuccefs  j  fuppofe  from.pq- 
^cy  he  had  maintained  the  jufl:  rights  ahd  liberties 
qf  England,  and  in  purfuance  of  his  favourite 
'  ich^me,  confined  his  machinations  in  favour  of  po- 
pery  to  this  kingdom.     As  the  connexion  (lands 
at  prefent  between  the  countries,  England  could 
not  interfere,  fo  fays  the  Minifter  of  England,  in 
the  domeftic  concerns  of  imperial  Ireland — ^The 
inaintenance  of  our  eflablifhment  muft  have  been 
left  to  |he  honefty  of  our  own  Parliament,  and  the 
zeal  of  the  Proteftant  inhabitants  of  the  land*    The 
mutual  independence  of  each  country  under  the 
form  of  diftinft  legiflatures  would  prevent  any  cpn- 
junftion  of  their  authorities  to  refift  the  encroach- 
ment.    Suppofe  the  pertinacity  of  the  King  on  the 
pne  hand,  and  the  firmnefs  of  his  Proteftant  fubjeds 
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fin  die  bther,  liad  carried  matters  to  extremity,  and 
that  the  latter  had  been  fuccefsful  in  the  ftruggle-^ 
the  Executive  authority  of  the  country  muft  have 
fhifted  hands,  or  we  ihould  have  fet  up  a  new  form 
of  Government  for  ourfelves*;  in  either  cafe  the 
connexion  between  the  kingdoms  muft  have  been 
at  an  end. 

If  the  countries  were  coniieftetf  by  an  incorpor 
rated  Union,  fuch  a  dijlroIu<:i&n«of  their  unity  coui4 
not  be  efFede<l.  The  afts  of  the  commpn  Sovereign 
would  be  fubjcft  to  the  infpedion  and^control  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament — he  could  not  play  one  king- 
dom againft  the  other — an  undue  or  tyrannical  exer- 
cife  of  the  Prerogative,  in  any  part  of  the  Empire, 
would  conftitutionally  eyite  the  vigilance  of  the 
common  legiil^ture,  and  conftitptionaily  demand  its 
interpofition.  If  the  regal  authority  fhould  be  trans* 
ferred  from  the  perfon  of  the  offending  Monarch, 
the  transfer  would  embrace  the  ExeiCutive  power 
of  both  Iflands,  and  though  a  ihock  might  be  given 
to  the  regal  fucceflipn,  the  Union  of  the  People 
would  remain  untouched. 

It  is  melancholy  to  think  on  the  :extravagancie9 
to  which  an  heated  imagination  has  led  fome  men 
on  this  fubjeft*.*  One  author,  a  known  friend  t^ 
Britijh  connexion,  fays,  **  were  an  Union  fraught 
with  bleffings,  were  it  the  elixir  of  life,  you  ought 
to  rejeft  it/*  What  muft  be  the  opinion  of  that  man 
of  our  underftandings,  if  he  fuppofes  we  can  be  af- 
fefted  by  idle  rant  of  this  kind  ?  Is  this  the  fobriety 
pf  difcuflion,  which  a  queftion  like  the  prefent  de« 

mands  ? 

♦  An  Addrefs,  &c.  by  a  Friend  to  Ireland* 
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maads  ? — ^yet  in  this  manner,  k  h^s  been  for  tficf 
moft  part  treated. — ^The  changes  are  perpetually 
rung  upon  our  independence.  You  are  afked,  with 
a  gravity  that  would  be  contemptible,  if  it  were 
not  wicked  j  "will  you  annihilate  independent 
Ireland  ?'*-*-Let  us  examine  this  independence. 

I  approach  the  fentiments  of  the  boned  part  of 
my  countrymen  on  thijs  fubjeft  with  refped  ;  thiey 
fpring  from  a  facred  principle,  the  love  of  <5iir 
common  country ;  but  I  wiih  thenj  to  confider 
calmly  the  true  nature  of  this  independence,  and 
to  caution  them  againft  facrificing  a  better  and 
more  valuable  intereft,  nay,  the  very  bafis  uppn 
which  that  independence  reds,  to  falfe  notioBS  of 
dignity  and  pride.— This  ftrong  fei\fe,  and  jealous 
feeling  of  Iri(h  independence,  fprung  up  with  the 
liecovery  of  our  rights  in  1782  ;  but  the^rue  nature 
of  it,  has,  in  my  mind,  been  generally  mifunder- 
fiood.  National  independence,  in  the  ftri6l:  fenfe 
of  that  word^  is  not  applicable  to  the  fituation  of 
this  Kingdom*  The  Crown  of  Ireland  is  annexed 
to,  and  dependent  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
taifi.-*-Ia  this  fenfe  Ireland  is  a  dependent  King* 
dom  ;— «>as  far  as  that  Csown  is  in£nenced.  in  the 
exerdfe  of  its  prerogative  within  tliis  Kingdom,  by 
the  fentiments  of  the  people  and  parliament  of 
England,  fo  £it  is  this  Kingdom,  in  that  re%e£ly 
a  depeadeni:  kiaagdom*  But  there  is  a  circum- 
ilasce  peculiar  to  the  ikiternal  condition  of  this 
King^om^  whidx  ftill  more  encreafes  its  depe»* 
defKe  ^'^tlie  Religion  of  the  minority  of  its  inha- 

bitant« 
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bitafits  is  the  eftablUhed  Religion  ;  and  me  Undta 
|)roperty  and  political  powci",  are  in  the  hands  of 
that  minority  This  is  an  unnatural  ftate  of  things, 
i&rere  we  to  take  this  Country  folely  into  but  view^ 
arid  could  never  fubfift  without  e3tternal  and  foreign 
affiftance.  We  derive  this  aid  altogether  from 
Great  Britain  ;  and  it  is  morally^  I  might  fay 
phyfically,  irapoffiblej  that  the  prefent  cftablifh- 
ment  in  Church  and  State,  tould  fubfift  one  year 
without  that  fupport— ^in  this  fenfe  again,  we  are  a 
dependent  Kingdom. 

Whenever^  therefore,  the  affefticfti  of  Irifh  in- 
dependence may  lead  ns  to  hazard  Britiffa  con- 
nexion j  we  ought  to  take  fpecial  care  that  we 
proceed  with  temper  and  caution,  tha(t  we  are  not 
milled  by  a  name,  and  that  in  the  theoretical  aflfer- 
tion  of  the  abftraQ:  right,'  w^e  do  not  lofe  eveni 
that  degree  of  it  which  we  praftically  poffcfe.  The 
only  confiftent  advocates  for  the  ftrift  independ^ 
cnce  of  Ireland^  are  the  friends  of  feparation. 

If  it  could  be  (hewn,  that  this  fame  notion  of 
Independence  has  deluded  the  natiop  on  former 
occafions,  and  induced  them  to  caft  away  with 
difdain  the  moft  folid  advantages,  and  endanger 
their  beft  interefts,  iiay  their  very  exiftence  as  a 
nation ;  that  they  were  unconfcious  at  the  time  of 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  its  operation,  altho'  now  it  be 
univerfally  acknowledged;  fhould  not  the  con- 
iidefation  of  thefe  fads  indtice  ut  to  paufe  for  a 
moment,  to  look  into  our  own  mihd^,  and  to  aft 
whether  there  be  not  fome  danger  of  our  being 

again 
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^9gain  deluded  in  the  confideradon  df  otW  mo^ 
aentous  queftionsof  imperial  policy,  by  a  phaa- 
Jtom.  f 

Two  fttiking  inlhinces  df  this  Mud  have  oc- 
curred in  our  hiftory  within  a:few  year&;  the  com- 
mercKtlpropofitions  in  the  year  71785,  and^the  re« 
gency  in  1 7S9.  *lt  ;feems  mow  to  be  generaUy 
acknowledged^  that  0n  bdththefe  occafions  the 
trueinterefts  of  the  nation  <aad  the  empire  were 
facrificed  to  the  founding  of  a  name.  Yet  let  me 
a&  any  man  who  recblkS;s^thdfeperiod«»  and  the 
temper  and  language  th£rt  were  held  on  thofe  occa« 
fiona,  whether  the  cry  of  independence  was  not 
then  as  loud  and  overbearing,  particularly  on  the 
former,  as  it  is  at  prefent:  on  the  latter,  indeed, 
the  public iindignation  was vfomewhat  divided. be- 
tween thofe  who  denied  the  right  of  Ireland  to  eleft 
a  regent  feparately  from  Great  Britain,  and  thofe 
who  bafely  deferted  the  fiandard  of  their  Royal 
Mafter  in  the  hour  of  vilitation  and  .calamity :  on 
both,  however,  the  true  interefts  of  this  Country 
were  Sacrificed,  and  the  dill  fmall  voice  of  reafon 
and  truth  was  drowned,  as  it  may  be  now,  in  the 
popular  cry  of  independent  Ireland^  It  is  the 
nature  of  good  *fenfe,  to  repofe  for  a  time,  in  fi- 
lence,  upon  all  great  fubje&Svof  mental  enquiry ; 
the  flippant  dedaimer,  to  whom  meditation  and  re- 
fled:ion  would  be  ufelefs,  is  ready  in  a  moment ;} 
.and  it  often  happens  in  the  affairs  of  naUons^  that 

n;  ^heir 
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(ftvir  griiteftiiaeil^areirperocablydsbided  up^^ 
while  pzt&on  and  pi^qudice  baive  been  the  onlf  adU 
Tocates  attended  to. 

It  cannot  be  cohtefted  tiiat,  as  has  bedn  alrinsidy 
c^ferTed  by  a  Very  fenfible  writer  on  this  fubje£t» 
^*  if  the  Parliaht^c  of  Iretaod  Ihould  at  aiiy  timo 
exert  its  ihber^nt  and  ackncwkdged  pffwen  on  any 
great  qAiedioH  of  imperiaL  policy  contr9ry  to  ths 
declared  fenfe  of  ^  Parliament  of  England,  the 
empire  would  be  endangered  or  drflblvcd/'  Naw,^ 
m  the  druggies  ef  British  and  Iriflif  fardioa  ibis 
power^  and  in  the  cabals  of  purty  workings  qpon 
the  fpirit  of  fiidepend(^nGe,  can  any  main'  take  upoq: 
him  to  &y,  that  the  future  es^ertunns  of  tbde  ac« 
Iczlowledg^d  powers^  may  not  produce  this  eflFe& } 
Our  pnMt  C0fiiftitution  of  diftin^  national  legtf^ 
Iaturds>  as  it  gave  birth  to  this  fpirit,  h  it  will  foft^r 
and  fuppbrt  itt  Tb#  f€nfe  of  dan  ger,  anddxefeel^ 
ing  of  calamity,  t%at  might  poffibly  reftrahi  the 
(Sxercife  of  this  pow^r  at  prefbnt,  will,  e*ery  day, 
lofe  their  in^ucrjKfc).  Hoflfile  vss  ihU  principle  is  to  th$ 
pernianency  of  our  priefent  connexion  with  Great 
Britain^  it  mufl:  grow  with  our  growth,  dnd 
ftrengthen  with  our  ftrengthj  a  (l^ate  of  pro^erity, 
mud  fomeAt  and  cheriih  itb--— To  thofe  wha  thinly 
as  I  do,  that  Britilh  connexion  is  the  vital  principle 
which  fupport^  us  as  a  nation,  it  is  obvious  diat^ 
if  that  connexion  remains  upon  the  footing  it  how 
isiy  the  hoUr  of  maturity  will  he  die  hour  of  our 
^aijTolvition,    The  pradical  aflcrtion  of  this  ftri£| 


ii^  :i^  :m^pmdiRmt  ,%]fl  ht  iifteued  to  ^in  the 
inofBiwt  ^h$n  wealth  aii4  paw^r  ihall  have  given 
inrthiio  :th«ir.40t<iiiral  progeay^  |>ridean4arTOgaiKe^ 
a^e  &all  tjy^ar^t  of  diis  forbidden  fruit,  and  ^^in 
ibeiday  ^at  we  ^o  fo,  we  (hall  furely  die/' 

.TJtiEttA^^i  would  be  the  ^SeQ,  of  any  great  ad- 
vanpos  iwe  might  make  as  a  nation,  is  asobviouis  to 
frreatiBfitainas  it  caq  be  to  us  ^  it  Ga^o^not efpape  the 


•-  • 


principles  of  human  nature,  callqd  in^o.a^n  by 
die  oircumftancesin  which  we  are  placed «  Can  it 
then  be  cxpe&edithatihe  willbe  ^n  ^nd^fferentfpec- 
tator  of  that  growing  weaUh,  tirhich  muft  tear  us 
from  her  for  ever  ?  -Will  not  her  J^alotify  watph 
oyer  our  p^ogrefs,  and:  fay,  **  Aus  faryqu  may  go, 
and  jio..furth^?''  If  the  connexion  be  i^intain^ 
undertbofe circumftapces,  will  it  not  perpet|iate a 
fpirit  of  national  antipathy,  which  has  been  already 
fo  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  both? 

It  is  curious  to  oblerve  the  ftrapge  tof^ics  of 
argument  which  have  been  ufed  by  the  oppofers 
of  an  Union. -heaven  and  Earth  are  ranfackjd 
in  fearx:h  of  objei^ions.  One  of  the  g^th^ijden 
:who.  have  written  uppn  this  fubjef):,  lays,  ^Vdie 
Almighty  has  thrown  the  channel  as  a  perpetual 
barrier  xo .  an  Union  between  Great  Britain 
and  .Ireland."  If  tfeis  be  fo,  the  ij^Qjaety  of 
jtnan  has.  done .  inudb  to  encroach  uppi^.  this ,  de- 
cree cf  Providence.  Cromwell,  devout  as  he  was, 
jUiigb^^  a(  it  whei)  hjD ,  Summoned  rq>refentatiyes 

from 
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ffom'tHit  country  td  fit  in  the  EngliftPaiiiameaC' 

Molineux,  that  great  defender  of  the  indei^eadcacr 

ofhis  country,  whofe  happine&  in  his  opinioiiy  asf 

IhalMhew  hereaftcrj,  would  have  Been  beft  effefted 

by  an  Union,  does  not  reft  his  vindication  of  the 

rightsofhis  country  upon  fo  ridiculous  apofition.— 

He  fays,  **  it  is  abfurd  to  fancy  kingdoms*are  fepa- 

rate  anddiftinft, merely  frt)m  their  geographical  di/^ 

ttnSion  of  territories  ;  kingdoms  become  dijlin£l  by 

diftmSl  jurifdiSltomj  and  aHihoritiesiegi/latiwandeX'^ 

ecutiHje.*^    He  refers*  his  propefitipn  exprefsly  to- 

the  frtuation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  he  faw  a 

miich^eater  likelihood  of  oppofition  toanUhion^ 

from  the  miftal^n  pride  of  England,  than  any  ima* 

ginary  will  of  the 'Deity,  to  be  coUefted  from  hi* 

works.  Having  (hewnfeveralinftances  from  records 

'  of  reprefentatives  from  this  country  ferving'  in^ 

.Parliament  in  England,^  in  the  reigns  of  Edward 

the  Firft  aAd  Edward  the  Third ;  and  it  appearing. 

'  that  Ireland  had  beeii  bound  by  laws  made  in  fuch^ 

'  Parliaments,he  fays, "  if,  from  thefe  laft  mentioned' 

'  records  it  be  cbneludedi  that  the  Parliament  of 

England  may  bind  Ireland,  it  muft  be^allowed  that 

the  people  of  Ireland  ought  to  have  their  repreienta- 

•  tives  in  the  Parliament  of  England;  and  this,  **  I 

believe,*'*  fays  Molineu^c,  "  we  Jhould  be  willing 

enough^itr embrace^  but  this  is  an  bappinefs  we  cait 

hardly  hope  for. ^^    I-have  tranfcribed  his  wordsex^ 

aftly .     If  Molineux,  the^  wafin  and  enlightened 

advocate  of  the  liberties  of  Ireland,  had  feen  in  this 

dreaded 
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dfreaded  niame  of  Urnon,  ^  *  the  annihilation  of  our 
JParliamenty  the  fubverfion  of  our  Conftitution,  the 
depopulation  of  onr  metropolis,  and  the  eonverfioQ 
cf  the'  kingdom  into  one  vaft  barrack  */^  if  he  had 
difcoveredin  this  maafure  his  fellow  citizens  reduced 
to  an  ^^  f  humiliated^  degraded,  and  difcontented 
people/^  would  he  have  defcribed  it  as  an  offer  we 
would  very  willingly  embrace,  but  as  a  happinefi 
we  could  not  hq)e  to  obtain  ?  would  be  have  thus 
ftated  it,  if  it  had  appeared  ta  him,  as  bnly  calcu-^ 
lated  to  continue'^  I  reli^ous  difcpntent8,jealoufie8 
and  difturbances,  infurre^ions,  and  perhaps  rebel- 
lions/* for  fuch  had  exifted  in  his-  time  I  He  thought 
very  differently  from  the  pc^iticians  of  this  day  i  z 
due  reprefentation  of  this  country  m  the  Briti(h 
Parliament,  one  King,  one  Legiihiture,  was  to  him 
a  confummation  devoutly  to  be  wi(hed,though  he 
thought  it  not  within  thefcope  of  reafonable  ex- 
pedation. 
This  meafare  has  been  called  an  innovation :  I 

•  need  not  exprefs  vtrj  refpeS;  and  regard  for  the  per** 
fons  who  principally  fupported  the  refokition  which 

*  contained  that  word;  an  enemy,  however,  would  fay » 
it  was  iiudioufly  and  invidiouily  adopted ;  he  would 

'  fay,  thofe  who  ufed  it  well  knew  the  terror  it  was 
calculated  to  infpire  y  that  they  well  knew  the  idea 

.  was  neceffarily  affbciated  with  thofe  modernattempts 
in  politics,  which  have  fubverted  all  moral  order, 

'  and  blafted  the  happinefs  of  humtan  kin4  ^  that  they 

>  hoped  to  excite  the  dread  which  the  review  of 
fuch  things  was  likely  to  produce ;  and  that,  there-^ 
fi9re,they  called  anUnion  an  innovation.  He  would 

fav 
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(ky,diey  re^i^d^opmii^hae  they^/iif|)dbt.ta>be5ti^ 
^kesal^ctepfatien  of  the<evm^  .a&.a  foffident  ^ulSiSK 
cation  lor  vifm^itfimA  ^Vi'fkaff  co 
•quittal  on  ^eJeit^rof  a  la^'as^eq^UBloiUcgaljeffesfi; 
to  the^fi^Il  eftabtifiKfRent  -of  innoceaoe ; :  aodjihat  iai 
^hisj^beyweFomifl^dby  the  btibiu  of^heir  pcofef-* 
(lop.   I  etifly  fay y  ^ha t  rfaeir  z^l  for  a^  momeotimade 
them  vnjuft.  'Wkitris>fhe  r^alnDi^nmg  of tfae^wx^nl? 
Itis  an-iHtrod^^ion  of  lahangrby  noreky  ^'Nav,:the 
nruth  isj 'that  neither  the  pra£i|ce,-as  I  kave  ^ewn, 
'fnu<^4efsthe  Idea  of  an  yi»on»  ka  Rovdty  in  the 
'biftory  of  this  -country  jand  4:boagbit  may^  be  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  change,  it  is  not  an  innovation  ^  it 
^overt^ms  no  one  principle  m  the  nature  and  eifence 
*of  OUT  ConftittHion ;-  it  leaves  tfe^  Cfaorcbandlbe 
•S*ate  exaCllyas'tbey  were  J  and  prof^es^a&ksimal 
principle,  the  prot^edion  of  dU  anckat  icfiabHfh-' 
me^t ;  it  'effe^  no  difturbance'  of  the  orders  of 
fociety,  civil  or  religious  ;  it  is  a  propofed  cbange 

'  ivif&rm^  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  prewitting  radi* 
cal  (fhange^^ndTtfifiiRg  innavathn^itt/uk^ance.  Was 
It  not  ^incandid,  not  to  Tay  infidious^  at  jtbis 
day,*  to  call  fuch  a  meafiire  an  hmovatkui  ?  We 

'  knottrihat  appellations  vary  their  figzofications,  ac« 
cording  totknesandcircumftances;  anyinan  ynac- 

-  quainted^ithchemoverof  the  reibloticuis wouldlay, 
that  the  phrafe  was  fixed  upon,  as  carry  tog  with  it, 
at  this4ay,  a  fignification  offenfiv^and  revolting— 

'  it  is  'aflbciated  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  French  J 

Ilev6lntion^  and  the  very  found  of  it  in  politics, 
bring<s  in  revit w  to  therefle Aing  mind,  all  the  crimes 

tbac 
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(d^h^Mretli^^degi^ed^aiidiQfuUcdpfaama  he 
iii^dddfay^.  thai*  therefor e»  and:  therefore  only,  the 
taunw9^  made  ufiS' of »*  an(i  that  it  wa&imeaded 
lAbl^;  to  Gbu|ile  thtf  measure  ef  an?  Union:  with 
thtf  new*  fkngl^'  chimeras  of  Fr£ni;h  philofophy^ 
aad  to  af&&^  ta  thfi^  one  the  contempt. and  cscecra* 

tioafo^jliftlj^  merited,  by,  the  other • 

But  eveixvaniatrodu&ionrofdian^by  novelties^ 
if  thie^  meafure  were^  of  that  kind^i  mig^t  be  both 
|uftifiabie  and  nace;0aryr  Bacoafays^  *^  he  ttiat 
vdlinot  apply  ni?cai:emedies  muft  e^ped:  vtew  evils ^ 
fait  tin^e  i^  the  greateft  innovator  ;  and  if  time^of 
covHbf  sdter  things  tO'  the  worfe,  and-  wifdom:  and 
e^neil  (hall?  m>t  ^k^r  them^  to^  the  better,  what 
fcall  he  the  end  r 

The  queftion  is  not  whether  any^  other  policy  on 
fhepatt of  England  would  have  rendered  an  Union 
ItmxleeeffiLty,  but  whether  in  coafe^ence  of  that 
|>olicy,  OF  any  other  cauf$y  it  is  .now  become  necef* 
iary?  Thi&queftion  ia  perjpetually  argued^  as  if  we 
were  not  a  kingdom  conneded  with  England,  or,,  at 
leaft,  as  if  that  connexion  left  as  pradically,  as  it 
does  theoretically  independent ;  now  one  propofi- 
tion  is  as  falfe  as  the  other.  We  are  depindentljf 
fi^nne&ed  with  England  :  it  is  important  to  know 
even  dif^Lgreeable  truths^  if  the  knowledge  of  tliem 
be  fleceffary  to  our  right  condudl. 

But  let  us  fee  the  fchema  upon  which  the  oppofers 
of  an  Union  reft  their  hopes  of  happinefs  for  this 
kingdom,  their  plan  of  maintaining  the  prefent  con- 
nexion betwten  the  countries*    Mr,  Jebb  details 

it. 
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$t^— W«  are  firft)  as  I  obfcrvcd  before,  to  g^e  up 
the  purfe  and  thefwordto  England,  and  a  joiat 
control  in  every  thing    which  may   affeft  the 
Teligion  of  tbe'State.  But  this  is  not  all  ;^^  anirilh 
Parliament  is  to  make  one  great^ort  of  Patribtifm 
— ^it  i«  to  bury  in  obKvion  the  errors  and  vices  of 
their  im%uided  Countrymen  1**  Modefl:  and  prac- 
ticable—** the  Catholics  are  to  wait  patiently  the 
operation  of  time,  and  the  workings  of  generofity 
in  /rjft  bofoms. — ^They  are  to  dedare^publicly  tint 
to  an  Irifl)  Parliament  only,  will  they  be  indebted 
for  the  full  and  complete  advancement  to   the 
privileges  and  honours  of  the  Conftitution/'  (te 
an  Iriih  Parliament,  ywhokft-toit/elfy  kicked  their 
liumble  petition  out  of  doors,  and  only  allowed 
them  to  be^'heard  when  they  fpoke  through  the 
mouth  of  Ttheir  /Sovereign)—  "  then  indeed,'^  fay« 
^he  .writer,  *' we  ihaf  1  becon^e  a  powerful  people.** 
it  is  to  this  Utopian  fcheme  of  fubjugation  of 
human  paffions  and  prejudices,  when  no  alteratioii 
is  propofed  qf ,  tt^ofe  circumftance^ whidh  have  engen- 
dered them,  coupled  -with  a'n  unequivocal  furren- 
cler  of  even  the  theoretical  independence  we  now 
«njoy,  that  we  ar-e  to  look  forward  as  the  wonder- 
working procurer  of  peace  and  power  !    There  is 
fbmething  curious  in  tbiscounter-proje&whichisto 
ferve  us  in  place  of  an  Union;  wherever  it  is  ufefu^l 
it  is  impra&icable,  and  wherever  it  is  pradicable  it 

is 


in  Ae  opimon  6f  thofe  who  dppofe  an  Union,  we 
tanrM^atn  as  we  ate ;  that  fome  gfeat  chsinge  h 
liecefiiyibjr  which  otir  tonditioii  may  he  improved 
lor  flie  bettcTi-^that  this  cahnot  be  clone  with- 
bat  a  factifi€e  in  a  gteat  degtee  both  bf  the  prac- 
tiealexerdfeof  the  right  of  iiidep^denc<g,andof  the 
theoretical  right  itfelf— that  to  remain  conflea:ed 
with  England,  we  muft  record  by  compaa:  oui' 
neceffary  fubjeSlion^  and  fubmit  durfelves  and  our 
pofterity^  in  the  mod  material  points  of  our  felf"- 
government  as  a  nation,  to  the  control  and  in- 
terference of  a  foreign  legiflature. 

I  now  aik  the  candid  advocates  df  the  inde«» 
pendence  of  this  Country,  for  to  them  only  1 
addrefs  myfelf,  whether  this  propofed  fyftem  for 
maintaining  the  connexion  does  not  more  necef*- 
farily  and  completely  facrifice  the  independence  of 
this  Country,  than  an  Union  upon  fair  and  liberal 
terms  could  poflibly  do  ? 

The  Scotch  Union  has  been  much  dwelt  upon  by 
the  oppofers  of  this  meafure,  either  as  furijiihing  nd 
analogy  on  which  to  build  the  argument  in  favouf 
of  the'  Union  now  i<i  contemplation,  or  as  abound- 
ing fn  matiy  refpi^fts  with  arguments  jgainft  if. 
^e  pniori  with  Scotland,  however  rieceffary,  as  1 
titfn  free  to  admit  It  was  to  England,  was  not  ne- 
ceflary,  however  benefieial  it  might  be  to  the  former 
Itingdom ;  and  the  oppofers  of  that  Union  in  Scot- 
land might  have  ufed  many  arguments  that  cannot 
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with  any  truth  or  juftice  be  adopted  hare^    ITbe- 
Scots  are  not  as  we  are  (I  fpeak  o£  the  Proteftaat 
and  mod  of  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of 
this  Country  J  defcendants  of  Engliflimen;  there  had 
bc^n  little. or  no  mixture  between  the  nations;  the 
Kingdoms  had  been  always  fepacate,  generally  hot- 
•tile^  ^nd  till  very  recently  before  that  period  the 
Scotch  bad  enjoyed  an  ancient  and  independent  Mcv' 
narcby  V  the  regal  ftate  to  which  national  pride  clings 
witb  ardour  and  affedtion^  had  exified.  within  the 
memory  of  many  of  them ;,  tlje  father  could  tell 
it  to  his  child,,  and  the  child  could  catch  the  en>- 
thufiafm  of  the  father.    Ancient  and  honourable 
prejudices  flood  ia  array  againfl  the  meafure,  a    d 
nothing  could  be  oppofed  to  them  but  the  cold  cal- 
culations of  commercial  profits.  — Is  our  cafe  fuch.? 
Is  the  Union  now  fought,,  an  Union  with  ftrangprr 
find  hetcditary  foes  ?   What  regal  flate,,  what  anr 
cient Monarchy,,  do  we  part  with?    Do  we  not 
return  to  that  parent  ftock  from  whence  we  fprung.? 
Is  there,  as  was  the  cafe  in  Scotland,  any  difiimi- 
larity  of  law,  eftablifhed  religipn,  ufages,  or  cut 
toms  to  fiand  in  the  way  of  our  incorporxition  ? 

In  another  refpedt„.  aifo,,  the  fituation  of  the 
Cbuntriesr  was  materially  different — there  was  no 
patty  ia  Scotland  enjoying,  excluiively  the  power, 
and  in  a  great  dcgfcc,  the  wealth  of  the  State,, 
to  whofe  cxiff cncc  in  tbofe  particulars  the  protie€t* 
iiig  arm  of  England-  was  efTentiaL  A  Uniwi 
could  be  no  otherwise  nece0ary  tp  Scolkuid  thaa 
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^1^  a  fecurity.  to  defend  her  si^inft  En^tendX 
here  it  is  necefiary  ^to  'defend  us  4gatnft  owfelves. 
There  is  an  enemy  within  our  dwellings  and  our 
bofoihs,  wfaofe  madiinafions  can  be  only  ffiUed  by 
the  impbftng  auth<»ity  of  the  Engliih  natnt-^i^what'- ' 
ever  career  we  .may  expert  to  ran  as  atiation, 
whatever  r6ute  of  glory  we  may  hope  to  take,  it  is^ 
•that  influence  mull  fupporc  eur  progrefs. 

The  ScottUh  Union  had  its  oppofers,  as  has  that 
of  this  day,  many  of  them-  wife  and  honeft ;  among 
thofe. Mr*  Fischer  of  Salton  ftandsconfpicuous-*^ 
his. principal obje&ion  vefted  •nthe  incorporation  of 
the  two  Parliaments;  he  was  of  optnibn^  that  the 
rights  to  be  referved  to  Scotland  would  nev^be 
prefer^d  \n  that  united  Parliament ;  and  he  <peci*> 
fies  particularly  the  ^l^e<£ts  which,  he  fuppofes, 
hoivever  fecured  by  the  terms  of  4he  Union,  muft, 
in  the  coHrieof  time,  be  neceflarily  faerrficed  by  the 
predominating  influence  of  England ;  they  tnay  be 
reduced  to  fix  particulars  *: 

Firft,  be  thought  it  impoifible  that  the  eftabli(hed 
Church  of  Scotland  could  fupport  Hrelf  a  moment 
after  the  incorporation  of  the  twdle^atures:;  for 
this  opinion,  he  gives  his  arguments  at  length; 
which  are  fo  ilrong,  that  fcarcdy  any  thing  but  ex^ 
perience  could  have  confuted  them.  The  uninter- 
rupted enjoyment,  however,  of  the  church  efta- 
bliihment  in  Scotland,  as  fe^ttled  at  the  Unimi,  from 
that  time  to .  the  p^efent  moment^  (hews  how 
groun^eis  his  Ibars  were 
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3d3onc}|  He  Ajpfmbenddd.the'iibbibly  tifcSo^laaidi 
would  bo  uttttfljir  deftroj;o^;,:in(idn&|.aifo^i  timer  fact 
rcfutedr.  hi&  0QrijedUre9t^    /        v     > 

llntd);  He  (l«tes»  whtt  tndefaiiCOfbpNlicodajA 
the  Qtb«p  ^ea:#  of  M^  tehroi:^  ^^  t!hat  the  Si^fiOl 
Parliament  faaviog  ftibvdrtpd  therinrhdefabito  of  die 
^ottif}%>e9RftituJ^t6h|  M  unifetd  Palrliam6nt  wouIlKi 
overturn  whajH^ver  ts  feeuiod  by  theUirioii.''  ItiJ 
unni5G0(Biigft  to  qbfiwve,  hoMi^  uhfodnded  Msf^afs 
\yere  m:  thfe  paftbulajr  »lfo5 

&ourtJ^\:H^Jajgi?;dQ»/»h  4s;,ccrtainv  thatin^  aH^ 
iSluelHfiriif-A^f  tf^%  th^  En^Kh  Membdia  will  ontv 
vote  th^  S/?oit?bi* ,  $ir^  Jpha  D^kj^ntpl*^*  hiiirfclfij) 
Si^l|rfuil^n;  %9^4r(a  mcKbrn  pUbbcation,  ^*  thatlhr 
fe^^f  thfe  ScQtchf  .a<3^.^ch?c;att  of  Mr;  Fletdier, 
th^tjfi(p^^y!tl)ifig;cyDncfemiiig  the  intercft  of  Scot- 
l^di.  thtrforfy-fitC^  Members  of  Scotland  wcmUha 
w^ighid  dflf^n^  by-  Ae'  wi^tght*  of  EngBfli  Mcmhirs|. 
liafe  bemi  .difb^pt^^  by  the  evcat.     .^ 

Fifth,f  He  confiders  ^sctrtain^  that  tbd  mam<c 
4lp^  \a^$^  ^Od  :l0$:^!  Jodicat iircfi  ibr  adiBinifterkig 
JMfti<?ei,;iy^ijldi  bo  utterly  :abalifhed, 

,  gixtbj  Htf]4}f|jltiia  tiae  fcaffs  of  hw  awintrynita^  by 
ijapre  tl^an  infiRuming^.tbat; the  jequivilent fettled  by 
th^  afti^le^^ofrUnion^rtobe  paid  bj England  to iSecitv 
l^ad)  £c^rtb]^jundoftaking:6f  the  Scots;topayp«rtGf 
th^  Ei?gii09(-debts,  wili.be  withbtld:.by  the  baited 
P^rlia;?^!.;  Ih  allf  the&  particulars^  Hs  fears  are 
fubftar|iiaUj{  re^fi^ed  5  that;fpiik^  wbi^h  fo  boldly  ven^ 
tured  to  prophefy,  wandeted  in  darktiefe  wittiqiittlie 

•■      '  :  flighteft 
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ilfghtcAgl^fetnMfuMty;  Ifhaetfmlfhs&bam 
inftteged  5:  tte'  mu^iff^  irfw^,'  ^  ft^e^  ift  ji  fih^' 

altewriott  IlijpAfated  ftif  by  *#  ttHidti  dF  Uftldft^ 
anR|^  6«wfldfli!  to  b&fh  <*tfuritrJ6si-  ««  ffilf  iH  ftWrtft'  ^ 
the  locrf  jilUte&fttf*s  cc^iftued;  an*  tfcfe  %ttlat«d' 

c«|iiMtenrf^ali^jy  ^id:  iSo  wild  wev<ifli*c&ttjfec- 

tmfe^  of  itt  tetfdft'  dnd  tfh  ^bl^  mari,'wltert  nrtiflM  by 
tlld  itt^efcraW  |*rtijtidid«5  e>f  na'fldttdt  ind^peridaiiCfi  1' 
If  flidi  k  rftfefi  wds  di(rfivied  in  HB  fpeeolation^  upoK 
jfn  UHtert  ;  if  his  vtorited^  de^elopeirrtehf -of  uabftft* 
ririftfry  hte  e«d'«d  irt  dhe idle  tavin^  df ^''diiferft]!*Yea' 
fettey  ;  vrftat  claim  ?n  the  narwe  of  common  fttlfe^ 
have  the  ptelciit  propRetsf  6f  iH  toftHd  credit  wHidi 
they  feek?  PM'ilot  Scotland  mbfre  ground  forf a-*' 
tibna!  ftatd,  tWah'the  people  oftHs  country  can  pof- 
fiWy  entet  taih\?  Tsi  not"  the  church  we  wifh  to  fupj^dr^^ 
the  GhurcH  of  England  ?  Are  not  tlife  laws  ahd^  fe 
jucficatures  6f  the  fefpeai^^e  cdfahtfres  prcelfcly  «fe 
fame  ?  Is  thefe  any  antient  ^imofity  to  fubdue,  or 
inveterate  prejtldldes  to  ovcrcortie  ?  Have  wc  the  re- 
Afehtbered  fplferidtitrr  of  any  anfient  Moriarchy  to 
datch  an<J  influence  our  afFeftiorts,  and  to  make  our 
Hearts  ficken  at  the  profpedl  of  departing  greatnefe  ? 
All  that  coul4  caufe  the  apprehenfions,  Wound  tlfe 
pride,  and  excite  the  regret  of  a  nation,  which  had 
beert  recently  before  ?v^//y'irtdependent,.a(redibled  in 
authdritalive  oppofrtiort  to  the  Scottlfh  Union.  The 
argtimentSj^  built  uport  thofe  circumftances,  were  cap- 
tivating in  the  extreme,     f  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Salton,^ 

was 
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ims  aware  of  thdr  force,  and  has  turned  tiiem  to  ^ 
the  greateft  advanti^e  for  his  caufe ;  tiaie>  however,  ^ 
the  unpurchafable  arbiter  of  all  political  realbmig, 
has  dedded  agaihft  them,  and  they  remain  the  me- 
lancholy, but  inibuftive  monument  of  the  fallacy  of 
human  reafon,  when  it  is  influenced  in  the  tnveftiga- 
lion  of  truth,  by  the  preflure  of  human  pailfons; 

The  opipofition  which  this  meafure  xntt  with  in  < 
Scotland,  was  as  virulent  and  ilUfbuoded  as  any  - 
which  is  likely  to  occur  in  this  Kingdom ;  there  have 
exified,  and  there  will  at  times  exift  in  every  Com- 
munity, men,  wiiofe  intereft,  and  whofe  paifions,  are 
at  variance  wit^  the  fober  and  rational  intereft  of 
their  Country-i-^reat,  and  in  many  inftanccs,  ma- 
lignant oppofition  was  given  to  the  Scottiih  Union. 
The  Jacobite  of  that  day  was  nearly  ^ashoftile  to  the 
intereil  of  the  United  Kingdoros,as  the  Jacobin  of  this. 
There  is  this  in  common  l^etween  tbem  :  that,  as  the 
defirufUon  of  our  prefent  conftitution,  through  the 
means  nf  a  French  invafion,  was  the  favourite  mea*: 
iure  to  which  the  efforts  of  the  Jaxx>bin  were  direct- 
ed 4  fo  the  fame  end  through  the  fame  nieans  con- 
ditutes  the  fond  hope  of  the  Jacobin  now  y  with  this 
view  the  Jacobite  of  Scotland  refifted  an  Union, 
with  England  in  his  d^ay  ;  with  the  fame  view,  the 
Jacobin  of  Ireland  refills  it  now. 

I  truft,  however,  the  future  hiftorian  of  thefe 
times,  will  record  the  completion  of  this  meafure  in 
nearly  the  fame  terms  ufed  by  the  hiftorian  of  the 
Scottilh  Union :  They  are  fo  appofite  to  many  dr-. 
cumftances  which  have  taken  place,  and  are  likely 
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ifiH  to  take  place  in  the  progrefs  of  this  bufinefs  here, 
Ibat  I  cannot  forbear  to  tranfcnbe  them.  Speaking  of 
the  paffing  of  the  firft  Article,  he  fays,  *  "  It  was  on 
/'  this  happy  day,  the  firft  Article  of  the  Union  was 
pafled  in  Parliament,  after  infinite  firuggles,  cla- 
mour, railing  and  tumults  of  a  partyi  who,  however 
^^  they  endeavoured  to  engage  the  honefi  fcrupulous 
**  parts  of  the  people  with  them,  yet  gave  ihisdifcovery 
*^  of  the  principles  of  their  own  actings,  in  that  there 
<^  was  an  entire  conjunction  of  the  moftf  oppofite  fac» 
tions  in  this  particular,  and  the  very  difcovery  of  this, 
opened  the  eyes  of  a  great  many  people,  who,  in  the 
fimplicity  of  their  hearts,  had  joined  in  oppofition  ta 
"  an  Union  v  but  when  they  faw  the  tendency  of  things^ 
^^  and  whither  it  led ;  when  they  faw  the  fociety  they 
were  going  to  embark  with  v  when  they  faw  the  ene* 
mies  of  Proteftant  fettlement,  all  engaged,  and  tho/e 
*^  very  people  who  had  filled  the  land  mth  the  groans  of 
oppreffion^  and  the  cries  ofhlood^  coming  to  join  hands 
with  them,  againft  an  Union  with  England ;  when 
^'  they  faw  that,  to  ftiun  an  Union  with  Chriftians, 
**  they  were  of  neceffity  to  come  to  an  Union  with 
*^  devils,  men  that  had  transfoimed  themfelves  into 
^  the  very  infernal  nature,  and  viiibly  a£ked  from 
principles,  in  this  particular  diabolical,  in  that  they 
intended  to  ercdt  the  abfolute  fubjcAion  of  the  na- 
**  tibn  to  the  luft  and  unbounded  appctities  of  lawkfs' 
"  tyrants  •,  when  they  faw  thefe  things  fp  plainly,  we 
**  then  found  an  alteration,  and  the  beft^  moft  thinkings 

"and 
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'^  fidcr,  rfnd  afterwards  wholly  td  wkhdriwlrbm-ttfl 
**  party  \  and  the  ckirnour  of  the  people,  aft  if  dorti^ 
^*  to  a  erifis,  began  4iot  to  bp  as  imt vetfal,  but  tb . 
**  abate ;  and  the  niore  k  did  fo,  the  more  the  feeret 
^^  party,  which  lay  at  the  bottom  rf  fliU  the  reft, 
*•  began  to  appear  and  difttnguifh  thentfdves/'^  It 
is  fcar€e4y  podVble  to  iisagine  laf>guage  more  applt- 
cable  to  the  prefeiit  cfifis,  the  fame  ciamour  and 
rmling^  the  fanje  cmjun^ioH  of  the  moft  oppofiiefac- 
tms^  the  fame  mifleading  0/  the  hmtfi  and  ferupul^i 
part  6/  the  pecpk^  a  finiifar  tendency  in  all  their  en- 
deavours to  a  fcf^aration  from  England,  the  perfeft'  ^ 
pifture  of  the  Jacobin,  who  had  filled  the  lanfd  wtth 
the  groans  of  oppreffioh,  and  the  cries  of  blood  ^ 
the  fame  coni«qiien€e  of  an  Union  with  devils,  if 
the  prefent  Union  with  Chilftians  be  rcjeftedj  the 
fame  infefnal  attempt  to  fabmit  the  nation  to  the  Inft 
and  unbojLinded  appettte  of  lawlefs  tyr^s.  It  is 
impoffible  net  to  recogpize  in  thefc  traits,  the  Jacobin 
and  his  French  Idol.  May  the  iffue  be  fimilar  !  may 
fuch  defigns  be  defeated,  and  this'Country  and  Eng- 
land become  one  and  indiffoluble ! 

'  Perhaps  the  intended  plan  of  Union  between  the 
two  Kingdoms  is  nothing  more  to  be  defiresd,  than 
in  this,  that  it  promotes  the  general  interefts  of  the 
feverai  inhabitants  of  this  Country  ias  diffinguilhed 
into  religious  claffcsi  and  holds  out  to  each  of  them 
fomething  that  ameliorates,  their  particular  condition. 
In  political  confideration,'  the  religious  perfuafions  of 
Ireland  rcfolvethemfel vesintp't WQ,  Prgt^llaats  aad 
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^RomanCathpUo— any  aftettipt  utterly  to  fubdueundef 
i  «^ffiAg  ctreuMOflihc^s  ^e  fear  df  tbe  Protcftatit^  of 

f  ^  j^aldofietf  6^  the  Roman  Cbtbofic^  mould  be  itfift 

^d  VttftMtt ;  bttmAit  pftffionft  mid  pr^jifdiQCs^  whM 
"^y  hat^  Mfe«  §toWk  to  My  obnidepabte  ftctength^ 
i^tt  n6t  fallt  fad<l«»l)f'  to  ddc&y ;  the  aafpiefmis  imde^^ 
ii3^«tg  tHrnA  coinffiMd6  iA  iha  removal  or  abatenMn) 
of  the  £a«riEei$  Whicb  {iMndld  them. 

Ai<  lt>n^  ari  you  c^fiil^  tbeeontention  of  Proteftant 
4Md  C^thdlic  to  xhk  itkMdy  the  feaf s  on  the  one  hand^ 
nttd  Ae  )el^£ftjfi^so{l  the  tfth«r,  muft  contnm^.  Tht 
ftStoflddidft  of  G^hc^Tio  etaifiis^  the  coMoAipfetioA  of 
^tMr  ^pci\6f  mttikftr$t  thd  men^y  of  victory ^  per« 
impfil  abitfed  oh  the  p^tl  of  the  Proteftan^^^  muftniake 
the  latter  tditaeiotis  of  the  ftrong  hold  they  pofiefe  th 
the  conftttution,  Md  6n  which  they  probabJy  ailtogcl- 
<ftcr  depend,  for«  the  protedlion  of  thw  liberty  and 
*pr6perty.  If  tfe  Cafh»R&  were  to  be  admitted^  in 
the  prefeftt  ftat^of  the  0Diiftitutiwifi^  lo  equal  privtlegos 
wh!h  the  Prbtedam^  4te  taiter  m^  fear  Ae  iffae  of 
4he  cMiteft  againft  Gatholii:  ehccoachment  mthm  the 
walls  of  a  national  Senate*  He  moft  know^  that  iverf 
day  w6old  add  to  th«  ftrength  of  that  body  which 
has  been  the  objeai  of  his  hiA^itual  feirs^  and  he  aay 
^  mo^  {rfationatty  be  ft^^dpdfed  to  iee  in  the  complete 
adbptidh  of  the  CAhbliic  inf#  the  eonftitmiodt  n^t 
only  the  e^timflion  df  his  povrer  and  authority,  bttt 
thennltrulrnent  of  his  final  d<$Wnfal  and  deftrudtion.  > 
A^  long  thtttfdfi  a^  our  conneKion  remains  as  it 
is,  you  c*ntiot  root  out  of  the  Protefta^t  mind  thele, 
if  1  may  fo  catt  thtth,  hereditary  a^eUenfions. — 

'  ^    '   ?    .  '  Reccat 
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Itecent  events  h^ve  given  them  additional  fiability* 
The  ftcady  refinance  then  with  which  it  is  likely  ihc 
Protefiant  would  in  our  pfefent  flate,  and  fo  long  as 
it  continues,  make  to  any  further  conce0ions(  to  Ca- 
tholic claims,  leaves  the  original  jealonfies  of  that  body 
/ubtifting  ireful!  vigour  $  the  latter  will^  as  heretofixe, 
perfevere  in  their  attempts  at  what  they  call  emand* 
pation,  and  their  opponents  unile  in  a  determined 
maintenance  of  that  afcendancy,  on  which  they  rely 
for  the  fupport  of  every  thing  which  is  dear  to  them. 
--  Under  thefe  circumftances,  no  amelioration  of  our 
condition  can  be  hoped-^it  would  be  vain  and  ctuldiCh 
to  look  to  that  Utopian  oblivion  of  errors  anic^  vices, 
So  benevolently,  but  impradicably^  recommended  by 
Mr.  Jebb. .  Such  a  fpeculation  may  gratify  a  good, 
but  can  never  miflead  a  wife  man  •,  the  latter  calcu- 
lateis  upon  human  beings  as  they  are>  and  applies  bis 
remedy  to  the  imperfeAion  of  pur  natures,  without 
vainly  relying,  upon  qualities,  which  however  they 
may  be  found  in  individuals,  never  a&  upoiu  man- 
kind in  the  grofs. 

If  our  connexion  remains  as  it  is,  the  fears  of  tb^ 
Proteftant,  and  the  jealoufies  of  the  Catholic  wiU.^<- 
creafe;  that  internal  contention,  the  bane  of  Irifli  ha- 
plnefs,  which  degrades  our  morals,  while  it  checks 
.  our  ppofperity,  will  be  perpetuated  among  us.  The 
confiitutiongi  dileafe  which  has  grown  up  with  our 
growth,  will  be  confirnned  in  all  its  malignancy)  and 
impede,  as  jt  has  impeded,  ^  our  progreis  as  a  nation^ 

Let  us  coniider  then  for  a  moment,  how  things 
fnjiy  be  chif^pged  ip  th^iip  puiticulars,  in  cafe  a  Uruon 

ihould 


({lould  take  place  between  the  countries.  I  do  not 
Aiean*  to  enquire  in  this  placC,  whethei*  a  grant  of 
ei^uarpriyileges  to  the  Roman  Catholic  is  to  make  an^ 
frart  of  the  terms  of  this  Union  ?  if  it  fi)^uld,  it  is- ob^ 
tious  that  airgirdiind  for  jealdiify  would  be  remoired 
frorfi  the  Rotnan  GathoEt ;  ^d  it  wotild  be  eafy  to 
prove^  that  all  rational  motives  fot  fear  wonld  belher*- 
by  taken  away  from  the  Prdtcftaftt.  He  would  have 
the  whole  mafe  of  Protcftant^rnflucnce  in  the  emf^rtf 
iarrayed  within  the  walls '  of  an  Imperial  Parliament, 
to  ftand  between  him  and^mftn  Catholic  encroach*- 
ment.  ^  The  Roman  Catholic  would  have  enough  to 
fatisfy  the  moft  qucrdotts  on  the  fubjedk  of  political 
liberty ;  but  his  power  would  be  as  dufl:  in  the  balanoa 
to  Jhe  attainment  of  political  afcendancy.* 

On  the^thcr  hand,  if  it  (hould  ndt  be  within  the 
fcheme  of  the  council  of  both  countries  to  yield  at 
this  time  the  latl  remaining  privilege  which  the  Ca* 
tholics  requite,  I  ftill  fay,  the  condition  of  both  par* 
ties  in  this  country,  will  be  much  bettef  than  it  \%, 

With  refpeft  to  the  Proteftant,  his  apprehenfion  of 
the  Catholic  will  of  neceffity  dkninifh.  He  would 
obtain,  by  an  Union,  greater  ftr^ngth  to  withhold 
with  Icfs  danger  froni  concfcffibh— as  you  dimimfh 

bis 

*  It  tri]]  hot  he  ferioudy  urged  ii  an  objedion  (I  know  it  has 
t>een  fooliihly  i^fifted  on)  that,  by  admitting  theX^atbolics  to  a 
l^articipation  of  priyileges  in  a  ftate^  where  they  will  be  out*num- 
bered by  the PrQteftaQtt>  you  mock  their  hopes  and  give. them 
only  the  (hadow,  while  you  deprive  them  of  the  fubftance.  WluE^ 
IS  this  but  faying)  what  none  but  their  enemy  will  fay»  that  what- 

'  the  Catholics  wi(h  fbr»'  is  hot  ciquality  of  right,  \k%,  fupenority  of 

•  t>ower  ?       :    ■  •.  .       •  •    .  . .   j    ^       ,    . 
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tfisffMUTfi^you  4iiAini(h  (Cvch  is  thenatprcoE  maf^ 
llifs  h^ttfd  ^Ifo.  Plft^od  beyond  the  reach  of  injm^ 
by  the:  itvl»rpofing  Aield  of  th^  grout  wd  upited: 
Frote^a^t  intereft  of  the  emfMra,  hic  would  no  league 
fcgard  the.Homan  CathQiic  aa  an  o^j^^of  tcnpor;  hqr 
would  ei^afe  to  ^onfider  the  Catholic  piroteoiipns  as  j|i 
fubjt^  of  perfonal  coacerR,  and  leave  them  as  a  ipat? 
ter  bf  impcriaji  regulation  to  the  prefic^ng  cowoi^  of 
the  ^te  i  be  would  feel  that  htr  was  fafe  m  either  air 
ternative  of  concefliGfB  or  refi^afice  s^itd*  relieved  ftct^ 
the  polihoal  ftorin  M^M<^iv)a  hitherto  agitated  his  life^ 
he  would  give,  ah  undivided  attention  to  the  mani^- 
fnent  of  bi>  private  «oncernaf 

The  condilioQ  c^  tffe  Catholic  will  not  be  le&  a^ 
^lifted  for  the  betto'-r-raii  Unton^  even  if  it  ihould  not 
fae  attended  in  the  firfiififtaii^e  wHb  the  full  graiiBr^ 
oatioiaio^  dia  dafi^es*  will  exq^n^f  diminUh  the 
force  ef  tl>#ffl  rf ai^  wbi©b  mighi:  be  urged  againftt 
theni.     in  tha  decreafe  of  Pi^Qtefiaat  apprehenfiop^ 
he  would  ti?aea  the  latent  fecda  of  future  beneSjt  to. 
liimfelf  i  he  would  perceive)  aS: the  one  finks  from  the:^ 
view,  the,  ^ther  mu(l  r^  into  light  -^  and  tfi  the  ex- 
tin^tim  pf  Frotefiant  fear,  he  would  find  the  goq^ 
fommation  of  Catholic  privileges ;  he  would  per- 
ceive, that  whatever  claims  he  may  find  it  prudent, 
hereafter  \o  make,  muft  be  made  to  m  imperiaT^ 
B$fYmpwU  ip  which  Iqcal  jealwiies  wpuld  give  way 
10  enlarged  views  of  general  policy.    He  know),, 
;  that  in  a  great  degree,  whatever  benefits  he  has  al- 
..ra^y  reociycd,  he  Qwes  to  the  liberal  fentiments  of  a^ 
%eign  Cabinet,  prevailing  ovcf^dbracflic  apprehen- 

fions ;. 


9$m%  Md  he  voyld  look  forward;  in  the  necefl^rf 
lIlKfij  Qf  the  iattcr»  to  the  fuU  attainment  of  Ki^ 
wi&«t.  H^  fawiw%  that  caufes  Tike  thcfc^  Jhougb 
««it Aia  la  th^ir  Qperation^  are  neceflarily  flow  in  their 
t^CH :  and  be  would  fill  t^e  interval  with  growing 
9f^onQliatioiif  and  anticipating  hope.  There  would 
bq  an  and  of  that  fyilem^  which^  it  ii^  alledged;  has 
t>e<ii  Adopted*  with  refpe^  to  Ireland,  of  playing 
parties  one  againft  the  other.  Our  connexion  with 
Sngjand  would  not  find  it&  fupjport^  (as  has  been  faid 
^Y  Qiany)  in  the  frQmot$d  divifions  of  the  country ; 
b^t  thathrki%  fecur^d,  Ireland  would  be  left  to  its 
mrffiram^d  powers  of  improvement ;  and  we  fliould 
Imi^  what  we  are  capable  of,  a  wife  and  happy  people^ 
.  it  may  be  necj^ary  to. fay  a  few  words  on  the  com- 
potency  of  our  Parliament  to  effect  a  legiflative^ 
Union*  on  the  part  of  this  country  wiA  Great  Britain*' 
Tboftp  who  deny  this  competencj,  have  many  diflS^ 
quUi^s  to  Qvcrcome^  The  prinpple  upon  whidi  they 
kU  aIL  ti^if  argument,  is  this :  They  fuppoie  the 
Conftitut^n  to  be  fomething  abfolutely  fixed>  and 
utterly  independent  of  parliamentary  control^  witbitv 
which  Parliament  may  move,  b%it  beyond  which  It 
cannot  proceed.  Kow  I  (hould  be  glad  to  know  the 
precife  extent  of  this  circle,  within  whofe  magic  ring, 
the  powers  of  parliament  arc  confined. — Are  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  one  of  its  limitations  }:  It 
is  faid,  and  juftly,  that  thefe  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown  arc  vetted  in  it  for  the  good  of  the  people  ^ 
4n4  that  the  Ciovitx  is  a  mere  truftee  of  thole  preroga-s 
tiv^sfor  their  ufe,  and  cah  neither  enlarge  nor  diminifh- 
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"  tbem.— -In  this  I  perfedly  agree  ;^  but  at  what  pfxioA 
of  our  hiftory  was  the  prcrogalivd  of  the  Crown  fd 
fixed  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  parliamentary  coiiM 
trol  ?  We  know  pcrfeftly  weH,  that  this  prerogaf- 
tive,  forining  fb  eflentiata  part  of  our  Conftitotior^ 
has  been  always  the  fubjedt  of  parlitmentary  mter^ 
ference ;  and  that  to  that  interference,  weowc  mbfl 
of  our  prefent  liberty.  It  follows  then,  that  parira* 
mentary  coiitrol  is  not  liitiited  by  the  prerogi3^tit€  of 
the  Crown.  ^ 

Let  us  try  further :— Is  th*  tight  of  the  elective  fraii* 
chife  one  of  ihofe  impregnabie  fortreffes  upbn  which 
Parfiament  cannot  call  for  thfc  furrender  ?  Our  con- 
ftitutional  hifloiy^  if  I  may  fb  i|)ealc,  is  a  continued 
feries  of  parGanientary  Control  over  this^  privilegtf^ 
fuppoTcd  to  lie  without  the  bounds  of  its  juriftli<5lbn. 
Theoretically  Ipeaking^this  Ihouldbethefirongground 
of  thofe  who  ^rgiie  againlV the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  abftraft  reafoning,  nothing  can  appear 
more  abfurd,  than  that  perfons  delegated  by  virtue 
of  a  certain  recognized  authority  Ihodd  teive  power 

to  refcind  or  modify  that  very  authority,  by  the  ex^ 

.  ercife  of  which  alone  they  enjoy  any  power  wh^ib- 

ever ;  that  is,  that  the  thing  which  is  produced,  fliould 

have  a  paramoimt  power  over  the  thing  praduch^. 

Experience,  however,  fets  at  nought  this  refinement 

of  tf  priori  rcafoning.v  accordingly  the  Icgiflature  h^ 

.  eonftantly  cxcrcifcd  a  full  and  uncontrolcd  autlto-* 

^  rity  over  this  fundamental  privilege  of  the  peo^fe:-^ 

_.Thcy  have  limited  and  enlarged,  from  time  to  time^ 

as  to  them  feemcd  fit,  both  the  numbers  and  qualifi. 
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cation  of  eledor^ ;  aqd  on  one  6cca{ion  they  abfo- 
lutely.disfranchifcd,  (and  their  power  in  doing  this 
was  never  qucftioned)  a  Certain  clafs  of  the  inhabit 
tants  of  this  country,  aAiounting  to  two-thirds  of  the 
whole ;  but  they  have  not  confined  themfcives  to  a 
diicretional  modification  of  the  number  of  eleftors, 
but  have  even  pointed  out  to  thofe  ele<5lors,  whom, 
and  whom  only,  they  (hall  cleft.  By  laws  made 
within  this  century,  the  whole  body  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholics arp  excluded  from  the  power  of  fitting  io 
Parliament.  We  fee,  therefore,  that  this  control 
extends  both  over  thofe  who  cleft,  and  over  thofe 
who  can  be  elefted.  * 

But  Parliament  cannot  only  diminifh  the  number 
of  thofe  capable  of  elcfting,  or  of  bping  elefted,  but 
k-even  can,  under  certain  circumfiances,  diminifii  the 
number  of  thofe  by  whom  the  people  arc  reprcfented 
in  Parliamcht; 

We  know  that  all  the  boroughs  in  this  kingdoni, 
the  reprefentation  front' which  cohfiitutes  ifo  large  a 
part  of  our  Houfe  bjFi  Commons,  derive  the  powef 
which  enabfes  them  to  fend  members  to  Parliament, 
under  granifj  from  the  Crown ;  now,  by  the  common 
law  of  the-  land,  it  is  -  of  the  effence  of  fuch  grairts 
ffom  the  Gro Wo  that  they  are  forfeitable  by  an  abuie 
of  the  franchifes  conferred  by  fuch  grants.  In  or- 
dinary caies  this  abufe  is  cnquirable  into  by  the 
Court  of  King*s  Bench,  and  the  charter  muft  fall  jf 
a  fufficient  abufe  be  eftablilhed*  .With  refpeft  to 
abufes  of  the  elcftive  franchife,  the  enquiry  inco 
cfacm,  as  it  concern!  the  purity  of  Parliament  itfelf. 
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i;  with  great  propriety  referved  to  Parliament  alooe^ 
and  Parliament  both  4can  af&d  ought  to  dis&anchi(e 
a  borough  guilty  of  notorious  corruption  in  the  ez- 
eicifc  of  Its  cledti  ve  franclufe. 

But  its  power  goes  Hill  further ;  the  duration  of 
Parliament  itfelf  is  fubjeft  to  its  control.  It  has 
foccauonaliy  liniited  and  prolonged  the  date  of  its 
own  exiflence,  m  <^.pofition  to  the  known  limitation 
dE  its  political  life,  at  the  lime  of  its  delegation. 
Thus,  we  fee,  that  the  prerogative  ot  the  Crown, 
iht  privileges  pf  the  people,  tiit  conditution  of  Par* 
liament  itfelf,  as  Co  duration  and  iiumbers,  are  aS 
lubjeft  to  Legiflative  control. 

By  the  excrctfe  of  thefe  various  powers  in  Parlia- 
ment, pur  confiitution  haa  become  what  it  is  i  in  the 
fiirft  attempts.  9&hich  ParUame&t  made  in  any  of  thoTe 
fiarcieularn,  the  wgfjmff\t  of  iacompetnii^ii  .was  al- 
ways urged,  and  always  overruled.  If  there  be  any 
things  by  tfaair  n^nre  beyond  theHauthoriiy  of  Par- 
liamenty  it  is  the  ^xtenfion  of  their  own  power^  and 
4he  curtailment  of  tbofe  privilegci  fxsom  the  e^txdfe 
of  which  thofe  powers  ^ow.  Can  the  argument  of 
^competence  aj^ly  to  any  thipg  more.diredly  thafi 
k  does  %o  them?  Yet  haw  ftatioqary  fliould  we 
Ittve  been  in  political  improV'efncnt» ,  if  this  argument 
M  incompetence  had  prevailed  4  , 

Thofe  who  fuppofe  ou#,  Coaftitutioi^  l|xcd  beyond 
iht  power  of  altci:atton  or  improvement,  nuftake  its 
moft  valuable  quality  y:  the  power  of  Parliament,  al- 
nat^s  e^trtifidy  of  moulding  it  according  to  the 
diSates  of  wifdom  and  CKperience^  tp  fecure  the 

liberty. 


Ubert^y.  and  ,pram6te  the  pcofpcrity  ofi  iheobantrft 
uoi^.sill  ch«ngi(«^Ricl  circucDftaiices  is  itS;  daflin- 
guRfaed  fj^iftre.  This.  pa^Mr^  in  its  morat  extexlty 
Jui9  ii^.filfott)  limita^ftQO  than rthc  ^oicbof  tbepeopte  ; 
and  in  its  phyfical,  none  known  to  the  Cpnfii^nti|:m. 

.  Ats  imn  ha?  no  lotber  guide  tbaatlie  YiTrnxtA  wif- 
^iofH  ^in^  goodiieTs  d{|i^)ied  1o  his  nature  by  the 
pQtyv  thicr  portion:  q£  wifdonti^an^  goodnefs  miiift 
l>e  tritftcd  to  in.  tha  coiiduft  of  human  a^i^. 
EHpi3iiencehai3.l2aagfal»  x^%  that  the  irrterefis  'oftfe- 
ci^ty  ^  befl  managed  by  a  deletgated  niimbef  of 
4hoft  of  ttfe  community,  lifcdy  to  have,  the  greateft 
fliare <^f  the  qualittcsl  haive  mentioned;  they  ai«  the- 
head  of  the  political  bpd^  4iUotted  to  tbink>  dMfy. 
f^d  govern  ;  they  ar^e  Jtot  to  be  difkami'  to  by  any 
faf^ipfi  in  the  S^ate ;  nor  can  their  power, 'wi4i/(f  M^ 
Q/(^itaHhn  lafyy  ^mn  i»s  cofitroUd  by  an  advtrft 
^Ul  0(1  tljepiart.of  tht  pflopie~»tf  thia  te>i7/  b^  cleady 
afcert^io^  dnd  clearly  exprcffedj  tio  doubt,  wheh 
fp  expreSed  and .  afittrtainod,  it  wilt  be  at^rtd^d  tb 
l:(y  ?atliainent  ;llisir  wifdom  wili  make  it-  a  Itoi- 
taxion  of  t^dr  mocal  li^t,  becaufe  it  amounts  'Ha 
f^St,  to  a  itmitatton  of  their  phyfical  pow^r. 

I^  no  ctfe  ifi  this  cxprefs  afTent  neceilary  od  the 
p^rt'of  thi$  people,  h(^cau&,  having  the  power  eP  ex- 
preffipg  their  wiihes  by  petition,  their  fitffe^t  is  a  ne- 
4:t^9xy  prefumptipn  from  their  filen<i€  or  acqutef- 
centfle;  Whenever,  therefore,  there  is  no  rcftratrft 
upon*  pu^liQ  opinion,  from  fraud  or  force,  it  may  be 
f^ply  fatd,  tliat .  whatever  Barliament  can  do,  they 
rt|iy  dp. — That    there    is   no    fuch    reftraint  now, 
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is  evident  from  the  freedom  of  difcuflion  with  which 
this  qucftion  has  been  treated — in  the  very  feat  of 
Government  the  people  have  met,  and,  as  far  as 
the  opinion  of  a  diftridk  goes,  have  expreffed  their 
opinioaagainftit 

What  would  be  the  confcquence,  if  the  power 
now  denied  by  fome  people  to  Parliament^  really 
did  not  belong  to  it  ?  I  mean  the  power  of  con- 
cluding an  Union  with  Great  Britain,  with  the 
Itflcnt  of  the  people  r6ally  expreffed  or  ncccflarily 
implied .-r-Lct  us  fuppofe  for  a  moment,  (however 
unwilling  the  oppofers  of  this  meafure  may  be  to 
concede  fo  much)  that  the  Majority  of  the  peo- 
ple are  really  of  opinion,  that  an  Union  with 
Great  Britain  would  be  advantageous  under  all 
circumftanccs  to  this  Kingdomrf-«are  the  prefent 
•forms  of  oCtr  Confiltution,.  fo  fixed,  that  they 
muft  not  bend  even  to  the  will  of  the  people  ?— * 
this  will  hardly  be  faid,  Then,  I  a(k  any  reafon- 
^ble  man,  what  is  the  mode  recognized  by  our 
Conftitution  of  giving  exprcflion  to  the  will  of  the 
people  ?-K:an  they  fpeak  in  any  other  way,  fave 
through  Parliament  or  to  Parliament-^that  is,  when 
they  are  filent  and  acquiefce,  the  a£t  of  the  legif<* 
lature  is,  by  necefTary  prefumption,  the  a£t  of  the 
people ;  ^nd  where  a  meiafure  is  in  agitation  before 
Parliament,  upon  which  the  people  are  divided  in 
fentiment,  thofe  who  are  of  opinion  agaiaft  the  mea- 
fure (hew  that  opinion  by  petition  againft  it,  arid  thofe 
Virho  agree  (hp.w  their  ^flcpt  either  by  d^prefs  petition 
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^^f  the  mcafurey  or  by  acquidcence  from  which  tHat 
affent  is  ncceffarily  to  be  prefumed.  This  is  the 
beaten '  road,  of  our  Conftitution,  etit  of  which,  t 
do  not  wi(h  to  travel  in  favour  of  any  ilcw-fangled 
theories  of  the  hour, — I  like  not  thofe  fyfterns 
which  require  an  utter  diffolution  of  ddVemment^; 
upori  every  fu^efted  improverpent ;  but  approve^ 
of  that  wifdom  which  has  infufed  into  our  Gonfti-* 
tution  a  principle  of  felf-correAion,  by  which  it 
IS  always  adequate,  without  any  violation  of  effen-* 
tial  form  or  principles^  to  amend  itfelf*  Now  in  a 
cafe  like  the  prefent,  it  will  not  be  contefted,  that  ^ 
the  propofcd  alteration  is  within  the  power  of  the 
people  to  accomplirti  :  the  exprcflion  of  their  will^ 
accjording  tat  thejhrtnsofthe  ConftitMtiqn^  is  the  only  way 
by  which  fuch,a  meafure  6an  be  conftitutionally  ef- 
fected* What  mode  then  has  the  Conftitution  provid- 
ed for  this  expreffion  of  the  will  of  the  people  ?  t  fay 
again,  it  ckn  only  be  fpoken  thro'  Parlianlent^  or  to 
Parliament-*-*-but  this  expreffion  of  the  people's  will 
would  be  nugatory/  if  there  did  not  exift  feme  tribu- 
nal, which  was  tf&;^tf  dompetent  to  determine  what  was 
the  will  of  the  people*  Nor  cdn  tbere  be  any  other 
tribunal  than  the  Parliament,  competent  to,  deter- 
mine what  Is  the  preponderating  will  of  the  people 
upon  any  qileftion  where  there  exifts  a  di vifion  of  fen- 
timent  like,  the  prefcnt^ike  all  other  human  tribu- 
nals, they  may  err  in  their  judgment,  but  this  inhe- 
rent infirmity  canriot  be  got  rid  of  in  the  manage- 
ment* of  hurhan  concerns  by  humati  agents.     They 

and 
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an'a   they'  6rtly,   can  ^e&ac^t  tMy  cattB«/te ' 
can  ?  cither  wc  ans  to  iemairt  feWd' 4s  wc  are,  an^ 
n6thtt  the  pct)ple  or  partKlrfifeilt  cah  dfFcd  a  tHangS  ' 
— ^fe  wrll  not  be  tontcnded— 6r  b«r  filaatiixn  is  ckpa^ 
bte  of  change,  cUhtr  ttirough'ifhe  people  dr  partii-  ' 
men t— this  wfil  be  conceded.    iMtisf  fteh-fHe  Conftt- 
txAtSh  pTovidi^d  fdttltt  cxpreffloh  ohhc  Ji)coplfe%  WiII> 
otlifcrVife  than  ititbiigh  Patrliamc/it  land  to  pWfiartfenl  ?  ' 
Is  there  any  other  yray  in  which  the  people  can  fcoiv- 
ftrtutiohally  aft  ?  rfntyt,  ^fife  finfal  dfetiiion  mulft  be 
with  Parlfam'eht-^tiiat   rL   Jf  our  fitimtiori  can  be-' 
changed,  it  can  6niy  bi  tfftded  by  Pt^rFiatnent, 
ju'dgiri^  Cff  the  ^eople'is  wfll,  and  carrying  it  mto  * 

1  fiaVd  fchofentb  Jtrgue  tins  cju^rctfti,  rather  upon 
piinciple  ihah  antBrit;^  ;  ^he?*'  is^a  jdiahittfy  in  moft 
racA  whicti  iHalt^^  tlifem  yield  with  rciufitance  to  tht 
fotfnc^  of"  a  hdrh^e.  Wc^e  1  Tjiealciri^  to 'Lawyers  only^ 
itVight  be  tufficifent  to  mefhtfen  thfe  names  of  Lord  .^. 

»■'»*-.  ■ .  ;  , 

Coke,  Lord  Sofriers;,  ^ftd  ^acfcftone.     The  two  fa'ft 
arc  cxprefs  upoh  tHfe  m^  |5oirlt  Jn  qufeftion.    Thtire 
is  an  exprcflioh:  in.  BUckftonc  oh  this  fubjfedt,  that  I  ' 
find  noticed  by  tfie  elegant,  and  ingenious  author  of 
the  Letters,  to  Mr.  Saurin  and  Mr.  J  ebb,  which  is 
very  rehiarlcable :  Speaking  of  the  powers  of  Parlia- 
ment, be  fays,  *'  it  can  create  afrelh  the  conftitution 
of  the  kingdom  ;"^  and  he  refers  to  the  Union  witfr 
Scotland  as  an  inflance---the  opinion  of  thofe  who ' 
contend  that  Parliamciu  is  incompetent  to  effcft  an 
Uniqn,   is  grounded  upon  an  affmnption,    that  an 
Union  amounts  to  a  dilfolution  of  the  conditution, 

aad    . 


zitd  tHfc"  cMibii  vii!="ai«jte,  M<tlrcftt  in  its  iuitttre  kwa"^ 
j^lfreijite.    1  P>anf  riJitl,  dbA'iri  tJntoii  do  mtt- 
ttikYl  ^itd  'ik  t&fe  th  ^y^hk  of  ttifritoiry  of  pop\ik} 
re^c^ktatiorr, '  kitf  /cniar^  as 'ft  httcdfirfy  ctititi- 
qflctfifc"  tte  tcJJtWenttft^c  body  to  ^  pi-bjjdrtiona^  ei- 
teht  ■  <?ith  tht  frirfftoi^y  reprcftntecf  r'-^what  othfet ' 
chirige  iti  j>i^iipfe  Inwrought  by  ft  r*  When  thiV 
iii^ilfttatiBri  tiicei  pfticfe,  baWt  wi  not  ffill  thfclEi^- 
lifti  Co'rtffitatibk^^    Is  tbcr(i  i  fifa^e  circutnftkncfc  by 
which  thai  cohffitBTSoli  hai  obtaineil '  t!ie  adwh-atlOh" 
of  the  world,  loft  to  «s  by  Ihat  riiddifitatibn  ?    tfo 
not  otif  li<v$  and  put  teligiort  ^dmaii  ?   Are  they  not  • 
g'aarded'  by  tbfe  feWeprinciifle  of  t^ptikhbiiivt  Gii^ 
vfcrttitteht  ?    Are  thfe  pfcj'ogitivtfs  of  the  croWn  en- 
cfedfed,  Of  this  prJ^ilegSs  bFihe^ubjeAAftiiniihtdP-i^ 
Wheft  the  totiritries  witi/RM  (ionntafed,  hkd  thfeir 

relative  fituatiqn  permitted  iti  tjriion,  Would  hot  ttit 
adoption  of  an  Union  at  that  time  H&^^e  amounted  to 
a  grant  to  this  country  of  the  fcnglJfti  Gonffltutioti  * 
that  GSnfetulion  Was  accepted  at  thai  tittife  by  th&' 
cduntryi  in  the  oh'ly  v»iiy  it  could  thfeh  bfe  ttfcdVfed  ; 
but  if  an'Uhion  had  b*n  praftteabfe,  xfrt  fliOutd  ftfli 
have  ciljoyed  the  Ehgiifc  Cohftitutlbri.  Shall  \rt  ttOt 
enjoy  it  after  an.Urtiort  ?  ttb«r  then  iS  ft  fubvtttid  >  [ 
I  tWnkit  is  ijeffcflly  ObfriotB,  that  if  out  bon- 
n«xi'on  wi'ibi  JEngland  be  rendered  mbre  fecure  by 
ah  Union,  and  the  fpirlt  of  republicanifm,  which  i* 
,  kept  alive'  only  by  the  hope  of  fepiaration,  bfe  thereby 
extinguithtd  i  if  the  fears  of  one  party  in  the  king- 
dom, arid  the  jealoufies  of  the  o^er,  be  in  a  great 

degree- 
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degree  mhigatedl^  if  not  fubdued*  th^.  tEade  of  tb« 
country t  were  Jt  i?yen  to  rcnwiti  upro  its  prefc^ 
footing  as^  to  commercial  privileges^  would  necei&rilj 
advance  and  .flqurjlfb. .  This,,  however^  would  J>e 
merely  the  refult,  of  internal  cpilet,  and  would  be  .a 
confequence  of  that  fiate,  were  It  pipoduced  in  any 
other  way  whatever.  This  I  admit »  hut  it  does  dot 
appear  to.  mc;^  that  that  ftate  of  internal  quiet  can  be 
either  fo  fuddenljTf.  or  So  perrpehoptly  fecured  in 
any  way  as  by  an  l/oion-.  I  baye.argued  this  question 
throughout,  upon  a.fuppofition,  that  we  were  a  pec- 
pie  not  devoted  to  final  n^fery  a$  a  nation ;  of  courfe^ 
that  our  underllandings  wer?  not  (p  blinded,  nor  our 
hearts  fo  hardened,  but  that  we  would  be  convinced 
bj  truths  and  fwayed  by  inlerefL  Under  this  hope  I 
Ihall  fay  a  few,  and  but  a  few  words^  upon  the  efiedt 
this  mcafurc  may  have  upon  our  trade. 

.1  have  already,  ftated  its  effeft  upon  that,  as  a  mcaf- 
fi^re  likely  to  produce  and  feaure. internal  tranquillity. 
—It  is  faid  indeed,  that  we  gain  nothing  by  an 
Union  in  point  of  trade,  or  at  leaft  nothing  that  may 
not  be  effedtcd  without  it.  I  need  not  fay,  that  it 
makes  no  difference  whatever  in  the  obtaining  any 
particular  ob^e£t,  whether  the  thing  through  whFch  we 
are  to  attain  it,  cannot  or  will  not  be  done— therefore 
if  this  v)iU  not  be  done  for  us  without  an  Union,  it 

'  '  *  • 

IS  precifely  the  fame  thing  to  us  as  ?f  it  could  not  be 
done  without  an  Union.  We  have  now,  as  we 
ought  always  to  have  had,  what  is  properly  enough 
called  a  free  trade  v  that  is,  according  to  Mr.  Flood's 
definition  of  it,   a  liberty  of  trading    with  all  the* 

world. 
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^orld,  fubjeft  onlyto  oiir  own  reftriftions^  and  thfe  of 
that  cibuntry  with  whom  the  trade  is  carried  on,~ 
Such  rcftraints  are  of  neceffity  infeparably  tncidifht 
r to  ill  foreign  trade.  In  all  matters  of  trade,  England, 
and  Ireland  are,  under  our  prcfent  connexion,  as  dif- 
tindt  and  independent  as  Ireland  and  Portugal  ^  that 
is^  the  trade  we  carry  on  with  hei*,  is  a  free  trade,  ac- 
cording to  the  definition  given  by  Mr.  Flood. 

Inourtracie  with  England  is  to  be  included  not 
only  our  trade  with  the  Ifland  of  Great  Britain,  but 
with  all  her  Foreijgn  Settlements,  in  whatever  part  of 
the  ^orld  they  may  be  fituated.  I  admit  I  am  hot 
^ell  acquainted  with  the  detail  of  the  trade  of  Ireland, 
-but  r  believe  I  do  not  hazard  too  much  in  faying,  that 
our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and  all  her  various  fet- 
tlements,  is  greater  and  more  prod udtive  than  our 
trade  with  all  the  reft  of  the  world.  All  this  trade, 
whicfei  coiiftitutes  fo  great  a  portion  of  our  weakh  and 
revenue,  we  hold  under  our  prefent  connexion  altogether 
by  the  curtefjr  of  England ;  that  is,  fubjeifl  to  the  re- 
ilri£tions  which  her  own  Parliament  may  impofe  up- 
on her  own  ports  and  comnjodities.  Such  reftriftions 
exift  at  prcfent  to  a  confidcrablc  degree,  upon  our 
diredl  trade  with  England  ;  they  have  been  lately 
taken  oifF from  our  trade  with  the  Weft  Indies;  but 
tiie  power  which  took  them  off  may  impofe  them 
ag^in,  without  the  leaft  violation  of  right ;  againft 
thi^,  we  have  no  feciirity  at  preftnt^  but  her  prudence 
or  generofity  ;  fo  that  for  the  permanent  enjoyment 
of  the  moft  beneficial  foiircc  of  our  wealth,  we  de- 
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pend  akogetber  upon  the  prudence  an4  gpucrcifity  of 
Epgland.  We  know  how  Englaoci  has,  f^m^  tl)e 
prefent  war,  encreaied  and  is  fiill  likely  to  xn^ea^ 
her  foreign  pofiiefliona.  Our  trade  to  ^11  tbef^  n^qQ, 
as  we  ndw  flaad  doiinefked,  depeo/d  upon  the.  &gfip 
fecuricy. 

How  would  an  Union  alter  our  condition  in  this 
refpeA  ?  The  balance  of  trade  between  this  country 
^and  England  is  'enormou^y  in  &vour  of  Ireland: 
An  Union  would  of  neceflity  take  o£f  tl^e  prohi^- 
tions.  which  at  prefent  lie  heavy  on  rnany  ar|if;lf£f  qF 
ti'ade,  which  might  be  exported  from  this  country ; 
and  of  courfe,  flill  more  iencreafe  that  balance  of 
trade  already  fo  much  in  our  favour.     An  Uniqp, 
therefore,  would  not  only  extend  the  trade  we  ^ 
prefent  P90i;^  to  a  variety  of  articles,  from  tbjs  e^Q- 
port^tidn  of  which  we  are  qow  in  ^ffcA  ei^ciijdfd,  but 
it  would  change  the  fecurity  upon  wbicb^  w^  bold,  thut 
trade  from,  a  cqrtefy  to  a  right.     We  fecm  to  forg^ 
that  our  linen  trade,  upon  which  the  9Qmm«rcial 
profperity  of  thi$  country  abfolutely  turn/^,  depi^ndy 
upon  the  breath  of  an  EngjiOi  Parliament ;  that  that 
copiUry  pays  37st  per.  cent,  upon  the  Iiifli*  linen^ 
.Mrhich  (he  confumes,  in  order  to  fecure  to  U3   the 
xnonc^ly  of  her  market ;  that  i;,  (he  has.  laid  a  duty 
of  5^.  per  cent*  upon  certain  foreign  linens  in  he? 
own  market^  by  the  operation  of  which  duty  alone,  thn 
foreign  mecchants   could  be  prevented  from  un-^ 
-dcrfelling  us^*  then  it  follows   therefore,  that  if  it 
fcquirejs  a  duty  of  37/.  per  cent,  upon  the  foreiga 

linens 
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linens  to  fccure  the  Englifti  market  to  Irifli  linen  s, 
fhofe  foreign  linens  might  be  fold  in  the  Englifti 
market  if  that  duty'  did  not  exift  37I.  per  cent,  or 
nearly  fo  much  cheaper  than  the  Irilh  linens,  and 
that  of  courfe  the  EngiiQi  who  purchafc  Irilli  linens 
P^y  37'*  P«r  cent,  in  the  value  of  the  article,  in  order 
to  fecurc  the  exclufive  trade  in  that  article  to  this 
country.  It  is  alledged,  and  we  have  every  reafon 
to  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  the  fecurity  whicli  our 
linens  have  for  preference  in  the  Englifti  market  is 
to  be  permanently  continued  by  the  terms  of  the 
Union— ^fo  that  it  is  ftrange  to  hear  men  contending 
that  our  trade  is  noMo  be  benefited  by  the  adoptba 
of  an  Union,  when  not  only  the  tenure  of  that  trade 
Is  changed  from  a  curtefy  to  a  right,  but  that  many 
prohibitions,  by  whidi  our  trade  is  in  a  variety  of 
Inftances  confined,  muft  of  neceffity  be  aboliflied,  if 
an  Union  ft^ould  take  pflace. 

It  is  faid  by  the  oppofers  of  this  meafure,  that  it 
wHl  confer  no  benefit  either  in  point  of  extent  or 
fecurity  to  the  trade  we  akeady  have  -,  yet  in  the 
fame  breath  they  alledge,  that  the  only  objed  of  the 
Britifti  Minifter  in  pripofing  it  to  this  country,  is 
to  cncreafe  the  revenue  he  may  draw  from  it — but 
h6w  there  can  be  an  encreafe  of  revenue  without  an 
cncreafe  of  trade,  they  liave  utterly  failed  to.  ftiew. 
It  will  not  be  contended,,  that  under  the  prefent  fyf- 
lem  of  things  there  is  any  producible  revenue  that 
could  be  bad  ..from  this  country,  that  is  not  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minifter,  if  he  choofes  to  call  for  it. 
Xhofe  who  recoUedt  the  taxes  upon  fait  and  upon 
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leather,  laid  within  a  very  little  time  upon  thofe 
articles,  v^ill  not  fay,  that  his  power  in  obtaining 
revenue  here  is  limited  by  the  will,  or  I  had  almoft 
faid,  by  the  capacity  of  the  people.  His  obie£t,tben^by 
an  Union,  if  his  objedt  be  taxation,  (which  canfcarcely 
be,  when  there  are  fo  many  other  more  preffing 
caufes)  cannot  be.  the  extenfion  of  his  power  of 
taxation,  but  the  encreafe  of  thofe  fources  of  revenue 
upon  which  alone  taxation  can  eff^ftually  operate ; 
this  can  only  be  effected  by  exciting  internal  in- 
duftry,  and  opening  new  fources  of  foreign  trade ; 
and  ho  doubt  this,  and  through  thefe  means,  is  one 
of  the  objects  intended  by  an  Union. 

With  refpcct  to  the  argument,  grounded  on  the 
probable  encreafe  ofabfentees,  this  may  in  general  be 
anfwered  to  it^  that  if  it  has  any  force,  it  applied  to 
all  empires  where,  from  the  extent  of  them,  the  feat 
of  Government  is  necelTarily  at  a  difiance  from  the 
extremities ;  and  I  believe  it  was  the  firft  time  it  was 
ever  urged  as  an  objeftion  againft  concentrating  the 
powers  of  a  ftate  by  the  erection  of  a  (ingle  and 
fupreme  authority,  or  ufed  as  an  argument  for 
weakening  imperial  power  by. the  eilablilbment  or 
continuance  of  local  Government.  If,  therefore, 
the  exaggerations  that  have  taken  place  on  this 
Aibjed,  were  really  founded  in  fa£t,  they  would  be  no 
argument  againll  the  adoption  of  a  meafure  otherwife 
founded  in  general  utility. 

The  truth  is,  this  topic  has  been  much  and  needlefsly 
infilled  upon,  and  much  and  inQdioufly  exaggerated. 
The  neceflfary  attendance  upon  Parliament  in  this 
kingdom  i5,  in  ordinary  times,  from  four  to  five 
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months  in  the  year;  it  rauft  be  admitted,  ,that  tbii 
attendance  is  accompanied  with  confiderable  benefit 
to:the  place  where  the  meeting  oT  Parliament  Is  held ; 

\  0 

but  it  neceffarily  draws,  between  the  members  of  both 
Houfes,  from  four  to  five  hundred  perfons,  with  alt 
theit  attendants,  from  their  various  refidences  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  What  particular  ufe 
arifes  to  the  kingdom  at  large,  from  fuch  a  concourfc 
to  the  capital,  I  leave  tothbfewho  are  more,  curious 
m  fuch  calculations  than  I  am ;  this  however  I  think  is 
obvious,  that  if  an  Union  leaves  from  three  to  four 
hundred  of  thofc  perfons,  to  the  cultivation  of  their 
cftates,  the  injprovement  of  their  tenantry,  and  the 
promotion  of  manufactures,  no  gieat  mifchief  is 
done  by  rendering  the  attendance  of  one  hundred  of 
them  neccffary  for  the  winter  months  in  London.  . 

At  prcfent,  as  foon  as  Parliament  rifes  in  this 
country,  a  much  greater  number  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  than  would  in  cafe  of  an  Union  be  de- 
puted to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  actually  leave  this 
kingdom  to  fpend  their  fummers  in  the  watering  places 
in  England  ;  they  fettle  all  their  Irifh  affairs,  during 
the  time  they  are  neceffarily  obliged  to  remain  here, 
and  are  really  abfent  from  the  kingdom  upon  thfe 
prefent  fyftem,  a  much  longer  period  of  time  jn  the 
year,  than  would  be  neceffary  for  their  attendance 
upon  Parliament,  in  cafe  an  Union  (hould  take 
place.  In  fuch  an  event,  hardly  any  pcrfon  will  be 
deputed,  who  will  not  have  Irifti  affairs  to  attend  to, 
and  Irifli  interefts  to*  cultivate.  The  only  time  left 
to  him,    for  that    purpofe,    will  be   the    Summer 
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i^onths^  which  he  now  ufually  fpeads-in  En^and, 
or  would,  if  circumftanccs  permitted,,  cpnfunie  in 
rambles  on  the  Continent.  The  Winter  reiidencc 
in  Ireland  upon  the  prefcnt  fyftenij  kavcs  him 
at  full  leifure  to  indulge  himfelf  iri  thcfc  p?irti^ 
culars,  and  the  Summer  rolls  away  without  a 
fingle  vifit  to  his  country  refidence  in  this  kingr 
dom.  This  courfe  will  be  inverted  as  to  thofc  who 
may  be  deputed  to  the  Imperial  Parliament. — Sum- 
mer being  the  only  time  in  the  year  they  can  attend 
to  their  Irilh  affairs,  will  be  devoted  to  that  purpofe, 
and  their  refidence  in  thi.s  kingdom,  while  they  do 
refide,  will  be  ufefuUy  employed  in  the  dijfFerent 
parts  of  the.  kingdom  where  their  property  and  con- 
nexions are,  inftead  of  Being  confined,  as  it  now  in 
a  great  degree  is,  to  the  capital  in  the  courfe  of  their 
parliamentary  attendance.  With  refped  to  all  ihofe 
who  now  form  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  they, 
with  the  exception  of  on^  hundred",  will  not  be 
imder  any  neceflity  of  even  occafional  abfence ;  if, 
however,  any  great  number  of  them  (hould  follow 
the  feat  of  Government,  it  will  only  be  for  the  period 
of  parliamentary  attendance.  The  fame  argument, 
jas,  to  the  probable  return  of  thofe  who  will  be  really 
deputed,  applies  ecj.ually  to  them  ;  and  the  probabi- 
lity  is,  that  an  Union  with  England  would  only  vary 
the  feafon  of  abfence,,  without  aftually  cncrcafing  the 
dumber  of  abfentee$»  _ 

I  will  now  take  a. general,,  but  (hort  vifw  of  this 
queftion  :*— The  hiftory  of  this  country,  at  Icafl  fuch 
part  of  it  as  deferve*  tlie  name  of  hiftory,  commences^ 
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wii^tour  connexion  v^itb  England — from  that  period 
we  date  our  being  as  a  nation,  and  the  hiftory  of  that 
connexion,   is  the  hiflory   of  our   country.    The 
prefent  inhabitants  of  Ireland  are  in  the  proportion 
of  fourteen  to  one  the  defcendants  of  Englilh  fettlers ; 
though  thefe  laft  cover  the  ifland  at  this  day  from 
one  extremity  of  it  to  the  other,  the  progrefs  of  Engr 
li(h  power  and  occupancy  was  extremely  flow.    It 
was  not  until  after  a  lapfe  of  four  centuries,  that  it 
^;x)uld  be  faid  to  have  been  fully  eftabliflied.    During 
this  period  the  connexion    between   the   countries 
was  the  natural  refult  of  the  condition  of  both  ;  loofe 
,  and  undefined,  it  was  fometimes  a  firidt  tyranny  on 
the  part  of  the  Sovereign,  more  often  anarchy  and  re- 
bellion on  the  part  of  the  people*  ^Bound  to  England 
in  Qo'way  but  in  the  dtflbluble  connexion  of  a  com- 
mon Sovereign^  Ireland  excited  in  that  country  none 
of  thofe  prefiding  cares,  which  would  have  been  be- 
ftowed  on  it,  had  it  been  confidered  part  of  itfelf,  nor 
did  there  exift  between  them  that  cordial  afFedtion  that 
would  have  arjfen  from  unity  of  Government  and/in* 
tereft— confined  and  illiberal-  notions  of  irade,  the 
error  of  the  times,  checked  the  latent  powers  of  the 
country,  and  the  unfortunate  divifions  of  the  inhabi- 
tants among  them  felves  aided  the  operations  of  .exter- 
nal jealofufy.     Time,  which  brings  wifdom  to  nations, 
.  as  Avell  as  to  individuals,  has  fliewn  the  impolicy 
of  commercial  reftraints,  and  England  has  thrown 
■  cpeiif.  what  fliould  never  have  been  qlofcd,  nearly 
the..>K^olc  world  1Q  our  trading  fpeculations.     The 
'Opginal  error  in   our  connexion,  however,  remains 
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tainting  tlic  fourcesof  piiWic  profperky,  Mdlbnieitt* 
ing,  inftead  of  elkying,  the  intefaal  dilbhters  tinder 
which  w«  labour :  Giving  to  me  cmrarj  m  ^biihorHy 
conujied  in  principle^  md  irrefijlibh  in  faH  ;— /^  the 
^ther  <ibftraa  independencf  and  neceffaryjiibje^ion — keep- 
ing alive  a  diftinilnefs  of  inter efi^  by  preferving  a  diftmS- 
nefs  of  ft  ate  ^  and  holding  out  to  our  enemies  fortign  and 
domeftk^  a  temptation  to  tonfpracy  and  invafiony  by  the 
apparent  pra^licability  of  feparatiOn: 

That  the  nature  oF  our  connexion^ with  England 
has  been  the  inviting  caufe  which  led  fo  the  confpi- 
racies,  from  which  we  fp  recently  have  efcaped,  and 
may  be  fo  to  thofe  which  we  have  yet  to  encounter, 
is  manifeft  from  this,  thiat  no  fuch  attempts  have 
been  made  in  Scotland,  though  its  reparation  from 
England  would  of  necefficy  be  almoft  an  equal  Wdw 
to  imperial  gre^tnefs.  Recent,  I  mean  comparatively 
recent,  a^  the  connexion  between  England  and  Scot* 
land  is«  and  unfprtiHed  as  it  was,  for  a  long  time,  by 
coalefcing  habits  and  mutual  afTeftion,  yet  no  inva- 
-fion  or  confpiracy  has  taken  place  there  with  a  view 
to  fcparation  fince  the  Union.  •  The  rebellions 
of  1 715,  and  1745,  were  of  a  perfedly  difF««Bt 
nature  •,  their  objedt  was  not  to  feparate  Scotland 
from  England ;  but  to  place  the  united  Crown 
of  both  countries  upon  the  head  of  the  abdi- 
cated family.  It  will  not  be  faid  that  thofe  coft- 
fpiracies  and  invafions  took  place  here  rather  than 
in  Scotland,  becaufe  this  country  could  not  be 
fo  eafily  affifted   from  "England  as  Scotland. — — 
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Tfe  fe£k  is  direfiiy  the  revcrfc:  confidcring  the  pc- 
collar  tiiture  of  the  powecof  EngURd,  thiscountTy 
tottld  iccftainly  rcfceive .  alfiftance,  tod  with  lefs  ex*^ 
pfcftce  and  mote  facility,  than  Scotland  could  poflibly 
do.  *  This  then  could  not  be  the  rcafon  ;  it  arofe  from 
thfr  rSdicai  d«fba  ia  our  prefent  conneixioni  which» 
flight  ill  itfe  own  4iature  as  any  political  connexion 
tah^  AV^H  bfc^  was  nttejfarily  att^nd^d  with  fuck,  a 
ifioit '  iff  general  aiminifiratim  as  furniJbM  cm^ 
tifikal  ground  far  difi^e£Iim  md  .treafon  u  nmrk 
H^Hi  in  •  irriiating  the  paffiensi,  and  aUemtim  the 
^-dffeiHpnS  of  the  people. 

-It'ii'iidmifted,  and  was  exprefsly  fo  admitted  by 
tfefe  J^refent  S|>eaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Gammons,  that 
wltho^it  an  Unbn  fn  point  of  trade,  thefe  countries 
-would  probably  be  feparated  for  cvjcr.  We  Ijave 
ill  ready  an  Union  of  religion  eftablilhed,  and  am 
■0nidn  of  the  executive  is  the  bond  of  our  prefcnt  po- 
litical connexion.-^One  would  think  matters  like 
thefii  neccffarily  pointed  out  the  utility  and  unifor- 
mity of  a  legiflative  Union.  Piiv^t^  ambition,  local 
♦5ti^reft;  and  r^ed  prejudices  ar^  however  in  array 
againft  it ;  they  rmy  fuccced  a$  they  have  often  fuc- 
teededj  but  truth  will  remain  wlien  they  are  forgotten. 

Even  if  an  Union  fliould  take  place,  its  bene- 
ficial effeAs  will  not  be  imnwdiately  vifiblc  \  the 
evils  It  is  at  once  intended  and  calculated  to  cure, 
are  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  fuddciily  removed-^ 
the  difpofitions  of  men,  upon  the  good  cultivation 
of  which,  independent  of  all  pofitive  law,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  focipty  depends,  are  flowly  changed  from 
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evil  to  good— -a  prejudice  deeply  rooted,  a  palfiifii' 
which  has  long  x^ontroled,  will  maintain:  their  in* 
fluence  ^en  the  drcumflances  by  which  they  if/ere 
iirft  excited,  have  been,  long  paft  and  forgotten. 
We  are  recently  efcaped  from  the  horrors  of  A  Civil 
War,  the  refult  of  long  conceded  and  adive  n^achi- 
nation*— the  fpirit  which  produced  it,  though  fup>- 
preiTed,  is  not  effe^ually  laid-^it  walks  yet  in  dark- 
ne& — and  only  waits  its  time  for  a  fecpnd  vifitatipn. 
We  have  ilill  to  goard  againft  thofe  men*  who .  wiU 
be  ever  found,  in  times  of  dillurbanpe,  ceadj[  to  up- 
root the  State  from  its  foundation-^— whoy  ruined  in 
character,  and  defperate  In  hope,  in  tranqui}  times 
would  fink  and  be  forgotten^  and  who  can  look  to  the 
attainment  of  wealth*  and  power  orily  through  the 
plunder  of  revolutions— fuch  ftill  infeft/the  f^ret 
lieccffes  and  the  open  walks  of  fociety-- while  you 
leave  them  hope,  you  leave  thenj  adlivity  -:  that  can- 
tiQt  be  taken  from  them  whiie  we  remain  as  we 
are.  The  inherent  principle  of  diffolulion  which 
tiiey  fee  and  upon  which  they  calculate,  that  exifls 
In  the  nature  of  ouf*  prefent  connexion  with  EnglaiOdy 
"keeps  alive  their  hopes,  and  animates  their  exertions 
—even  in  the  divifion  which  this  queftion  has  occa- 
fioned,  they  fee  caufc  for  exultation — their  labours 
lo  promote  that  divtfion  are  not  even  difguifed* 
Men,  who  a  few  weeks  fince  would  not  be  allowed 
to  taint  the  private  circles  of  life  with  their  fenti- 
tnents  or  opinions,  now  find  ready  lifteners  in  tbe. 
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dupes  of  independence. — Men,  whom  their  fellow 
Citizens  refufed  to  aflbciatc  with  as  foldiers,  and 
with  whom  they  would  not  make  common  caufe  to 
defend  their  Country  from  invafion,  now  find  their 
place  in  deliberating  alfemblies,  and  talk  in  the  high 
tone  of  honeft  independent  Irilhmen.  Attention 
rcfts  upon  their  lips,  while  they  flatter  this  public 
prejudice  j  and  the  honeft,  though  difcountenanced 
fupportcr  of  what  he  deemed  good  for  this  Country^ 
retires  alhamed*  and  unheard.  I  feel  a  duty,  how- 
cver^  fuperior  to  the  call  of  thofe  private  habits 
which  I  have  cultivated,  becaufe  1  love  them  ;  atd 
I  appeal  (if  this  traft  Ihould  be  preferved  by  the 
importance  of  the  queftion  of  which  it  treats)  from 
the  prefent  day  to  pofterity. 


*  It  may  be  neceffaiy  to  inform  fome  of  my  readers,  ^that  there 
i%  fuch  a  thing  as  one  man  blufliijig  for  another. 
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NOTE    (.1.) 

It  is  a  well-known  faft,  th^t  the  great  outcry  in  this 
Conntry  aigainft  the  commercial  propofitions,  was,  in  a  great 
degtee>  occafioncd  by  the  oppofition  in  England.  Mr.  Fox 
declared  in  England^  that  the  commercial  proportions  tirere 
a  tame  furrender  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  England, 
and  ioppofed  them  entirely  on  that  ground  in  the  EhgliihParlia- 
ment;  and  at  the  fame  time^  his  friends  wrote  over  to  their fol<^ 
lowers  here,  that  they  were  ruinous  to  theCommercc  and  Con* 
ftitution  of  this  Country-^for  thefe  two  curious  fads,  fee  his 
own  fpeecb  on  that  occafion  patffim,  and  the  Attorney  General's^ 
now  Earl  of  Clare,  fpeech  on  the  propofitions.  The  commercial 
propofitions  were  grounded  upon  an  intended  Union  of  trade,* 
as  the  prefent  meafure  embraces  both  an  Union  of  trade  and 
legiflation.  The  obfervations  of  the  prefent  Speaker  on  the 
former  occafron,  are  ftrikingly  appofite  to  the  prefent  quef- 
tion,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  trade  ;  and  it  might  be  eafily 
fiiewn  to  legiflation  alfo. — ^Exprefling  his  hope,  that  the  pro-^ 
pofitions  would  be  adopted,  he  fays,  *'  when  commercial  jea- 
loufy  (hall  be  baniihed  by  final  fettlement,  and  trade  take  its 
natural  and  fteady  courfe,  the  Kingdom  will  ceafe  to  look  to 
rivallhip. — Each  will  make  that  fabric  that  it  can  do  cheap- 
eft,  and  buy  from  the  other  what  it  cannot  do  advantageoufly* 
Labour  will  then  be  truly  employed  to  profit,  and  not  divert* 
ed  by  duties,  bounties,  jealoufies,  or  legijtative  interference* 
This  fyftem  will  attain  its  real  objeB^  confolidattng  thejirength 
of  the  remaining  parts  of  the  empire^  by  encouraging  the  com- 
munications of  their  markets '  among  themfelves,  with  pre* 
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fercncc  to  every  part  againft  all  ftrangers  ;*•— aiid  ftill  thoff 
ftrongly  in  another  part  of  the  fame  fpeech.  '*  If^''  fays  he,. 
<<  this  infatuated  Country  gives  up  tfie  prefent  offer,  (he  may 
look  for  it  again,  in  vain  :  things  cannot  remain  as  they  are. 
Commercial  jealoufy  is  roufed — ^it  will  increafe with /f(;0(/ii2f- 
pendent  legtjlatures ;  and  without  an  United  intereft  in  cool-- 
me rce,  in  a  commercial  empire,  political  Union  will  receive 
many  fhocks,  and  feparation  of  interefts  muft  threaten 
.  feparation  of  connexion,  which  every  ^/i^ /rj/^m/i/f  muft 
ihudder  to  look  at^  as  a  poffible  event: 

NOTE     {^.)' 

See  the  eilition  of  Molyneux's  Cafe  of  Ireland,  printed  in^ 
the  year  14S98,  pages  97  and  98  ;  it  is  a  curious  fa£t,  that  ^n 
edition  ri  this  book  was  publiflied  in  Dublin  about  the  year 
1782,  or  1783,  and  the  words  "  that  Ireland  would  willingly, 
embrace  an  Union,  but  that  it  was  an  happinefs  (he  could, 
not  hope  for,"  arie  omitted. 

NOTE     {c.) 

The  Malf-tax  has  been  relied  upon  by  the  oppofers  of  an 
Union  as  an  inftance  in  which  the  united  Parliament  violated 
the  Articles  of  Unions  the  mifreprefencations  on  this^ubje£); 
have  been  a  grofs  perverfion  of  hiftorical  truth;  it  is  provided 
by  the  Fourteenth  Article  of  the  Union,  "  that  any  Malt  to  be 
made  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  now  called  Scotland; 
thall  not  be  charged  with  any  duty  upon  Mah  during  this 
prefent  war." — When  the  duty  came  to  be  impofed,  the 
queftion  was,  whether  the  war  alluded  to  by  the  Articles  was 
at  an  end  or  not ;  it  was  a  mere  queftion  of  time  and  not  of 
principle  ;  the  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  figned '; 
hoftiliiies  had  ceafed  on  all  (?des ;  and  both  Houfes  of  Parlia* 
ment  had  been  informed  of  thofc  fafls  by  the  fpeech  from 
the  Throne.     The  war  \\\  fact  was  at  an  end ;  both  the  letter 
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and  the  fpirit  of  the  Articles  were  anfwered  by  this  coit-» 
ftrudiion,  and  in  this  the  fd  much  relied  on  violation  of  the 
Article  altogether  confifts.        - 

By  the  ETghth  Article  of  the  Union,  fevehil  allovrances  are  t 
made  as  drawbacks  upon  Fifh  cured  in  Scotland  and  exported 
again^ ;  tbe-reaibn  of  this  was,  that  the  fait  with  which  they 
were  cured,  paying  a  gr-eat  duty,  that  duty  ought  to  be  drawn ; 
back  upon  exportation.  Now  between  the  ratifying  the 
treaty,  and  the  firft  of  May  when  it  was  to  take  place,  a  very 
great  quantity  of  foreign  fait  (French)  was  imported,  which, 
by  the  pafling  of  all  the  goods  fo  imported  as  before,  paid 
none  of  the  Englifh  duties.  It  was  alledged,  that  as  the  duty 
did  not  commence  upon  the  fait,  fo  the  drawback  ought  not 
to  commence,  which  was  the  cWtQ,  of  that  duty ;  but  the 
letter  of  the  ad  being  exprefs,  (Art.  8,)  that  all  Fifli  cured 
with  foreign  fait  {hall  drawback,  &c.  the  Parliament  voted  it, 
and  Scotland  got  about  20,000].  drawback  when  they  paid 
Httle  or  noihing  duty.  So  that  we  fee,  even  the  letter  of  one 
ef  the  Articles  was  fet  up  again  (I  the  manifefl:  fpirit  of  it,  in 
order  to  give  the  Scotch  an  advantage* 

NOTE     {d.) 

By  the  Eighteenth  Article  of  the  Scottifh  Union,  a  power 
was  referved  to  the  United  Parliament,  of  making  all  laws 
concerning  public  right,  policy  and  Civil  Government,  the 
fame  throughout  the  whole  United  Countries  ;  but  the  laws 
concerning  private  right  were  not  to  be  altered,  but  for  the 
evident  utility  of  fubjedls  within  Scotland.  In  confequencc 
of  the  firft  mentioned  provifion  in  this  article,  the  law  of 
treafon,  which  perhaps  more  emphatically  than  any  other 
law  relates  to  public  right,  policy  and  Civil  Government, 
was  made  the  fame  through  the  United  Kingdom.  This  i» 
another  of  the  trumpeted  violations  of  Scottifh  Union.  Some 
men  have  been  guilty  of  thofe  mifreprefentations,  from  whofc 
habits  and  education,  a  very  different  conduA  might  have 
been  expe£ted^ 
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NOTE     (*.) 

The  character  of  Mr.  Fletcher  of  SaHot^  as  a  wittr^  isf 
thus  given  by  Sir  John  DalrympIe^^Hit  ftyk  il  eafily  known, 
becaufe  every  word  has  a  predfe  meaning,  and  diftind  frona 
any  other  fentence ;  the  ftni£ture  of  the  fentence  is  at  fimple, 
hot  as  various,  as  that  ufed  in  private  converfation ;  the 
method  in  his  compofition  is  perfe£tly  regular,  bat  artfully 
concealed )  and  one  Angularity  in  his  reafonin^  is,  that  the 
arguments  are  placed  in  an  order  to  derive  force  from  what 
went. before,  and  to  give  force  to  what  comes  after,  fo  as  to 
feem  to  grow  out  of  each  other  ;  but  above  aU,  when  he  is 
animated  by  paffion,  his  ilaibes  are  fometimes  as  quick  as 
lightning,  and  fometimes  followed  by  the  thunder  of  a  period* 
Ail  which  mark  an  original  genius^  but  made  ehafte  by  read« 
ing  the  antients< 


THE    END. 
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'  EumriDEs. 

Simple  by  Nature  is  the  fpeedi  of  Truth ; 
Fmt  reaibnings  need  no  various  glofles, 
For  they  have  fbundnefs;   but  the  unfair^ 
DiAempered  in  itielf,  requires  fophiftic  iaives. 

Irijh  Purfmh  of  ZAUrmtmrt, 
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MY    LORD, 

1  HAVE  read  your  lordfcip's  fpeech  with  the 
attention  that  it  deferves  ;  it  has  been  compofed 
with  much  confideration,  and, logically  arranged. 
Your  firft  pofition,  that  from  the  relative  fitua- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  a  connexion  is 
i^eceffary  for  their  mutual  ffecurity,  is  fo  evident, 
thar  it  needs  not  argument  to  fupport  it.  The 
real  queftion  for  confideration  is,  (as  you  pro- 
perly  exprefs  it)  what  is  the  beft  and  mod  eligi- 
ble /brm  of  fuch  connexion. 

Your  fecond  pofition  is,  '^  That  when  twp 
countries  are  fo  circumftanced  as  mutually  to 
require  connexion,  the  only  mode  pf  connexion 
which  can  perfeftly  remove  the  evil  of  fepara- 
tion,    apd   fully  confer    the  benefit  of  Union, 
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is  a  perfed  identify  and  incorporation  of  their  go- 
vernmentJ*  From  this  pofition,  you  declare  it 
to  be  your  decided  opinion,  that  if  the  intended 
connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be 
not  fuch  as  fliall  produce  a  perfed  identity  and  in* 
corporation  of  their  government ^  it  will  not  remove 
the  evil  of  feparation,  or  confer  the  benefit  of 
Union,  It  will  therefore  be  a  proper  fubjeft  for 
enquiry,  whether  the  Union  intended  to  be 
formed  between  thefe  two  nations,  conftituting 
diftinft  iffands,  and  adjufted  in  fuch  manner 
as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  outlines  of  the 
plan  laid  before  his  Majefty  by  the  Britifti  par- 
liament, will  fo  perfeftly  identify  and  incorporate 
their  government,  as  that  there  (hall  not  remain 
any  folid  diftinftnefs  of  intereft  between  them  : 
the  profeffed  object  of  fuch  Union  being,  that  it 
fliall  be  fo  formed,  as  by  confolidating  thofe  na- 
tions, to  remove  all  danger  of  feparation.  The 
prefent  conncftion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  has' for  many  centuries,  maintained  their 
Union  ;  it  has  arifen  from  the  only  natural  bond 
■which  can  form  a  permanent  cement  between  two 
nations,  that  of  their  mutual  intereft.  To  this 
has  been  added  the  moft  powerful  artificial  mea-' 
fure  that  can  bind  two  nations,  the  irrevocable 
aft  of  the  legiflature.  I  fay  irrevocable j  as  Ire- 
land, under  its  prefent  conftitution,  has  not  a 
power  to  repeal  it.  From  the  experience  we  have 
had  of  its  falutary  and  powerful  effefts,  there  is 
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not  any  reafon  to  apprehend  that  fuch  colinexiott 
fhall  not  continue,  fo  long  as  it  fhall  be  their  mu- 
tual intereft  to  fupport  it.  Alteration  in  their 
mode  of  connexion  may  be  attended  \Vith  great 
danger,  and  it  appears  to  me  am  wife  to  liften  to 
the  wild  Ipeculations  of  en;ipire/,  and  fubftitute  a 
new  fyftem  in  the  place  of  that,  the  advantage  of 
which  we  have  for  fuch  a  length  of  time  expe- 
rienced ;  an  exchange  which  may  occafion  iJie 
deftru&ion  of  our  conftitution,  and  a  feparatioix 
between  the  two  united  kingdoms.  Your  lord- 
fliip  refers  to  preceding  Unions  which  have  taken 
place  in  Great  Britain,  that  of  the  heptarchy,^  the 
Union  of  England  with  Wales,  and  laftly,  that, 
which  was  formed  between  England  and  Scotland* 
You  obferve  that  all  thofe  Unions  were  of  great 
advantage  to  the  nations  which  formed  them } 
and  argue  from  analogy,  that  fimilat  benefits  muft 
flow  from  an  Union  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Such  reafoning  would  japply  with  great 
force,  if  Ireland  flood  in  the  fame  relative  fitua- 
tion  to  Great  Britain  in  which  Wales  and  Scot- 
^  land  did  to  England,,  and  that  the  Union  now  tn 

contemplation  could  affeft  that  perfed  identity  of 
government  between  Gre^at  Brit;ain  and  Ireland, 
which  was  produced  by  the  Union  of  thofe  na- 
tions with  England.. 

All  thofe  nations  were  part  of  the  fame  if* 
land,  and  nature  pointed  out  the  propriety  of 
their  cofiftitiiting  one  kingdom.     Fron^i  the  time 


I 

of  their  Union  they  have  been  as  pcrfeftly  identified 
as  if  they  had  never  formed  diftind:  kingdoms ; 
the  royal  fundions  throughout  all  are  executed  by 
the  king  ferfonally^  the  produce  of  their  reve- 
nues all  form  one  aggregate  fund^^  applicable  to 
the  general  exptences  of  the  united  kingdoms,  the 
mtercourfe  of  trade  is  carried  on  with  the  fame 
facility,  as  between  the  refpefltive  parts  of  any  of 
them,  their  parliament  meets  in  their  capital,  and 
the  reprefentatives  of  all  thofe  united  kingdoms 
attend  it  without .  difficulty  or  inconvenience. 
Being  fo  perfedly  identified  by  nature  and  fitua- 
rioiu  there  fubfifts  no  diftinftnefs  of  intereft  be- 
tween them,  their  parliament  is  fo  efientially  in« 
t^efted  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  whole^  that 
it jcannot  be'iiiduced  to  ad  with  partiality  towards 
siny  of  its  parts^  fitting  in  the  capital  contiguous 
to  the  boards  of  revenue,  treafury,  trade  and 
others,  it  can  daily  and  hourly  receive  every  ne- 
cefiary  article  of   information  in  their   depart* 

-  mcnts,  all  thefe  are  neceflary  concomitants  of 
perfefl:  identification.  Let  us  now  compare  the 
ftate  of  Ireland  with  theirs  in  thofe  particulars, 
Ihould  the  propofed  Union  take  place.  The 
royal  funftjions  will  fliill  be  executed  by  a  viceroy 
affifted  by  a  privy  council,  the  produce  of  thfl 
refpeftive  rie venues  of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain 

^  will  ftill  create  diflinft  funds,  diftindly  applicable 
to  the  expences  of  the  refpeftive  kingdoms  ;  the 
taxes  impofed  by  the  joint  legiilature  are  not  to 

extand 


extend  aiik«  to  the  whole  united  Empire,  but  to 
aflfed  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fcparately ;  the 
commercial  intercourfe  between  both  iflands  wil^ 
ftill  be  carried  on,  through  the  medium  of  diL 
tind  revenue  officers,  according  to  an  adjuftment 
of  reciprocal  duties,  founded  upon  fiuuiar  prin- 
ciples  with  the  treaty  of  commerce  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  ;  the  attendance  upaa 
Parliament  of  the  Iriih  members  will  be  in  ano« 
thcr  ifland,  with  no  flight  inconvenience  and  with 
much  additional  expence,  far  beyond  the  means 
perhaps  of  many  who  may  be  delegated.  W|iile 
from  the  unavoidable  diftindnefs  of  their  local 
and  commerciaWntereft,  Ireland  can  fcarcely  hope 
for  a  perfed:  impartiality  andean  unbiaffed  atteati*^ 
on  to  her  peculiar  concerns,  in  the  parliament 
affembled  at  Weftminfter,  the  Britifli  members 
will  no  doubt  avail  themfelves  of  the  preponde* 
rancy  of  their  majority,  and  apply  it  to  the  inter- 
eft  of  that  country  which  they  reprefcnt.  Such 
real  and  fubftantial  difference,  as  I  have  pointed 
©ut^  will  I  truft  convince  your  Lordfhip,  that  the 
two  naitions  will  not  be  cafily  identified,  and  that 
the  inferences  drawn  from  the  benefits  which 
England,  Wales  and  Scotland  derive  from  their 
joint  parliamentary  Union,  by  no  .means  apply 
to  the  projeflied  Union  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  The  propofitions  laid  before  his 
Majefty  intimate,  that  each  nation  is  to  defray 
the  expence  of  her  own  finking  fund,  that  Ire- 
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land  is  lo  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  the  ordina** 
ry  expences  of  the  united  kingdoms^  and  that  the 
duties  to  arife^from  their  commercial  intercourfe 
arc  to  conftitute  part  of  the  revenue  of  that 
kingdom  into  which  the  commodities  ^ihali  be 
imported.  From  thefe  prpvifions  it  neceffary  fol- 
lows, that  their  refpedlive  revenues  muft  ftill  be 
kept  perfedly  diflinft ;  that  each  nation  mufl: 
ftill  have  its  feparate  boards  of  treafury,  revenue 
and  accounts,  as  at  prefent  will  not  this  neceflari- 
ly  be  productive  of  diftinft  interefts  between 
the  two  nations ;  in  truth,  I  fcarcely  know  any 
fubftantial  diftinftnefs  now  fubfifting  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  under  their  prefent 
connexion,  which  vrill  not  continue  after  the 
propofed  Union,  fave  that  very  material  one,  that 
Ireland  fhall  be  deprived  of  that  diftinft  and  in- 
dependent Parliament  which  belongs  to  her,  un- 
der her  prefent  Conftitution.  Whether  the  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  a  change  will  be  falutary  or  in- 
jurious, it  behoves  every  Irifliman  to  confider  well 
before  he  fhall  confent  to  merge  his  own  in  the 
united  parliament.  At  prefent  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  fits  in  her  capital,  and  every  member  can ' 
attend  it,  without  inconvenience  ;  its  whole  atten- 
tion is  concentered  in  Irifli  affairs,  each  member 
fliares  in  the  operation  of  every  law  enaSed  and 
feels  every  taximpofed  ;  her  parliament  fitting  in 
Dublin  can  receive  without  difficulty  or  delay 
from  her  own  boards  of  revenue,  treafury  or 

accounts. 


actounts,  every  neceffary  information  concerning 
fuch  matters  as  belong  to  their  refpeftive  depart- 
ments, her  Lawyers  and  Merchants  may  then  con- 
ftitutea  part  of -fuch  parliament  from  whom  .eve- 
ry neceffary  information   within   their   peculiar 
province,  refpefting   the  laws  and  commerce  of 
Ireland  may  be  obtained.    By  means  of  the  appell- 
ant jurifdiclion  lately  reftored  to  the  Irifh   parlia- 
ment^ the  fuitor  can  have  his  caufe  finally  deter- 
mined at  home^  without  the  tr9uble,  expence  and 
delay  of  r^oring  to  another  court  of  fupreiAe* 
judicature  abroad.     The  members  from  their  re- 
(idence,  their  ftation,  and  their  intercourfe  with 
its  inhabitants  mull  neceffarily  be  the  bed  judges 
of  the  ability  of  the  people,  to  fupport  the  taxes 
to  be  impofed.  and  of  the  ways  and  means  which 
will  render  them  Icaft  oppreffive,  and  of  fiich  laws 
as  may  be  beft  adapted  to  their  internal  regulati- 
on, 

Thefe  are  the /olid  and  fubftantiaV  advantages 
which  Ireland  may  expeft  from  retaining  her  own 
parliament,  I  truft  they  will  £x  her  determinati. 
on  not  to  yield  to  wild  [peculations  but  to  adhere 
to  that  Conftitution.  the  falutary  effefts  of  which 
flie  has  felt  fince  the  time  that  it  has  been  efta- 
bliftied. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  fuch  important  dlf- 
tinftneffes  in  the  government  and  in  the  inter  efts 
between  th^  two  nations  whi^h  muft  fubfift,  if  the 
intended  Union  }>etween  them  ihall  be  efieded, 
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furely  my  Lcxra,.you  who  have  ajferted^  "  that  the 
abolition  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland  was  dcl- 
cefiary  to  conf&lidate  the  Union,  by  removing  thai 
remaining  nucleus  of  a  local  government,  zxiAfepa^ 
rate  inter  eft  ^*  (^fol.  92)  cannot  think,  that  a  Union 
accompanied  with  all  the  foregoing  diftin&nefies 
'  X  of  viceroy,  privy-council,  revenues  and  expences, 
Mrill  produce  that  perfed  identity  and  incorpora- 
tion of  their  government  which  you  reprefeat 
.  y  as  the  mly^  mode  of  connexion  whjch  can  per- 
^/  AcQXj  remove  the  evils  of  feparatian,  and  confer 
l/V  '^the  benefit  of  Union.  The  principle  of  the  intend- 
ed Union  we  are  told  is,  that  it  will  effedually 
remove  the  danger  of  feparation  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  I  am  of  opinion  that  danger 
will  rather  be  increafed.  The  real  objed  which 
has  induced  Great.  Britain  to  pref&  this  meafure 
by  means  of  promifes  and  menaces,  rewards  and 
punifhments,  is  very  far  froih  that  which  fhe  pro-> 
feffes. 

To  the  Proteiiant  is  held  out,  protedion  againft 
the  Catholic,  who  is  reprefented  as  fl;ill  retaining  - 
claims  not  only  upon  their  liberties,  but  alfo  upon 
their  properties.  To  the  Catholic^  fallacious  ex- 
pedations  are  held  out  of  being  admitted  into 
Parliament,  and  being  placed  upon  a  level  with 
the  Proteftants  in  point  of  political  power.  Far 
be  it  from  me^  however,  to  infinuate  that  fuch  ex« 
pedlations  have  originated  from  the  Parliainent 
of  Great  Britain  ^  their  language  has  been  manly 
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PLd  diref):,  atid  authorlfes  no  {uch  delufive  hope^ 
as  the  underftrappers  of  adniiniftration  have  held 
out  to  them.      -  - 

The  oftcofible  argument  in  favour  of  the  Union 
arifes  from  fuppofed  apprehenfions  being  enter- 
tained of  a  feparation  between  tb^  two  kingdoms^ 
Be  afTured,  that  this  is  a  mere  pretehce,  and  that 
when  it  is  confidered  for  what  a  great  length  of 
time  thofe  nations  hav^  continued  united  under 
the  prefent  connexion,  fuch  apprehenfions  cannot 
be  really  entertained.     The  real  motive  that  lurks 
in  the  bottom  of  this  meafure  I  fufped  to  be 
ividelj  different ;  to  me  it  appears,  that  the  re- 
covery of  f<elu£tantly  relinquifhed  power  is  the 
real  obje£):  of  the  Britifh  minifter.     It  is  to  re^ 
cover  the  power  of  binding  Ireland  by  her  a£l$ 
of  Parliament.    This  right  aiferted  in  the  Britifk 
^tOi  of  the  6th  Geo.  jlA  Ihe  exercifed  until  (he 
iofl:  America ;  then,  indeed,  flie  relu^antly  yield- 
ed to  the  nervous  exertion  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament, 
and  tronfented  that  Ireland  iQiouid  have  a  Conilii- 
tution  founded  upon  the  bafis  of  Britiih  freedom* 
And  how  reludantly  this  emancipation  of  Ireland 
was  granted,  clearly  appears  from  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  corrcfpondence  in  1782,  lately,  and 
perhaps,  unwittingly  produced  by  Mr.  Pitt  f  and 
from  the  affiduous  exertions  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  do 
away  that  Parliamentary  Conftitution  of  Ireland, 
which  w^s  folemnly  adjuftedin  1782,  by  denying 
that  it  was  intended  to  be  u  final  adjuftment  pf 

C  conftitutional 


conftitutional  queftions  between  both  nations. 
The  Britiih  Cabinet  now  feems  anxious  to  re- 
aflume  that  power  in  its  fulleft  extent,  claimed  by 
the  6th  Geo.  ift  of  binding  Ireland  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever,  thus  including  the  momentous  and 
alarming  power  of  taxation :  this  in  truth  appears 
tq  me  thjc  great  objed  of  the  minifter's  exerti* 
ops.— He  wi(b?s  that  the  power  over  the  whole 
property  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ihould  be  at 
his  difppfal ;  and  how  is  this  to  be  eflFefked  ?  by 
Ireland's  transferring  a  part  of  her  Parliament  to 
be  added  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  fuch  part 
fufEcieiit  to  legalize  the  ads  of  fuch  united  Parlia- 
ment, under  the  Jtimfy  pretence  of  Ireland's  be* 
ing  reprefehted  there,  although  fuch  infignificant 
part  will  not  give  her  any  more  power  in  fuch 
Parliament,  than  ihe  would  have  had  if  ihe  was 
not  reprefented  in  it  at  alU 

If  the  parliament  of  Ireland  (hall  be  once  xatXv 
ed  down  into  an  united  parliament,  the  power 
iwrhich  (he  now  has  over  her  liberty  and  property, 
will  be  thereby  transferred  to  the  difpofal  of  the 
preponderating ,  majority  which  Great  Britain 
will  have  in  fuch  united  parliament.  Ireland 
(hould  well  confider  that  if  (he  once  gives  up  her 
o^n  parliament,  the  ad-  cannot  be  recalled.—* 
Should  the  articles  be  infringed,  (he  will  be  left 
without  redrefs ;  there  is  not  any  tribunal'  upon 
earth  to  which  (he  can  appeal.  He  is  little  read 
in  the  book  of  mankind  who  expe£U  to  have  good 
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fiith  obfdrvcd  between  nations,  where  it  is  in- 
confiftent  with  their  intereft.  Let  Ireland  confi- 
der,  that  by  giving  up  her  parliament,  (he  parts 
with  the  only  fole  fecurity  Ihe  can  have  for  her  li- 
berties, and  will  thenceforth  hold  them,  at  the  pre- 
carious tenure  of  the  liberality  and  good  will  of 
the  Britifh  majority  in  the  united  parliament. 

I  now  proceed  to  that  part  of  your  lordfhip's 
fpeech  relative  to  the  internal  and  political  regi- 
men of  Ireland.  You  obferve,  that  nothing 
^^  can  be  lefs  rational,  or  more  dangerous,  and 
often  fatal,  than  abftroR  views  of  praftical  quef* 
tions  aflFeding  the  interefts  of  multitudes  and  of 
nations ;  that  in  the  purfuit  of  abftrad  rights 
yre  ihall  often  find  ourfelves  (innocently,  no  \ 
doubt,  if  our  intention'  is  considered,  but  yet 
too  efFedually)  the  inftruments  pf  grezt  praSical 
injti/iice  and  opfrejjion^  that  there  zx^few  cafes  to 
which  that  obfervation  applies  more  clofely,  than 
that  which  you  are  confidering."  (fol.  72.) 
It  appears  to  me  rather  extraordinary,  that  your , 
lordihip,  entertaining  ideas  of  the  danger  of  fuch 
abftra^  views y  (hould  enter  into  the  difcuiBon  of 
fuch ;  and  the  more  fo,  if  it  Ihould  appear  that 
your  mode  of  treating  them  is  of  a  hazardous 
tendency,  originating  perhaps,  ft-om  want  of  due^ 
informaticm  refpefting  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland. 
You  aflert,  "  that  Ireland  is  a  divided  country 
as  to  property  and  numbers,  the  leaft  numerous  ^ 
clafs  (alluding  I  prefume  to  the  Proteftants)  pof-^ 
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felling  the  property  and  the  power  ;  the  more  rni^ 
merous  (the  Catholics)  entertaining  claims  both 
on  the  property  and  the  power."  So  far  as  relates 
to  the  divilion  of  property  and  power,  your  rc- 
prefentation  appears  to  me  to  be  well  founded.-^ 
You  next  ftate  the  violence  "ofthofc  paeons 
which  inSnence^  and  cxafperatc  both  parts  of  the 
Irifli  nation  againft  each  other,  the  firm  and  im^ 
moveable  bafis  on  which  their  mutual  hatred 
ftands,  the  irreconcilable  nature  of  its  motives^  . 
its  bitter,  malignant,  and  Implacable  cfaaraOer. 
Tern  reprefent  them  as  two  nations  in  Irettmd, 
tVFo  Irifti  peophes  ;  the  one  fovereign^  the  other 
fubjpd..  Tou  confider  them  a»  two  enraged  and 
impliacable  opponents,  fiiut  up  on  the  very  arena 
ef  their  ancient  and  furious  contentions.  To  me 
the  tendency  of  hch  i«eprefentations  appears  cal* 
culated  to  ftimulate  ^nimofity  between  the  two 
parties,  by  impreffihg  an  idea  on  their  minds^ 
that  an  inveterate  hatred  fubfifts  between  them,, 
whkh  h  rooted  in  fuch  principles,  and  a&uated 
by  fuch  motives,  as  mult  make  it  continue  for 
ever*. 

But  to  fhew  how  totally  unfounded  thefe 
aifertior^s  are,  I  fhall  appeal  to  the  pasfiamen- 
tary  tranfadiohs  in  Ireland  for  the  laft  twiinty^ 
two  year^.  Until  the  year  1777,  the  penal  ftatuter 
affb£ting  CaithoHcs  remained  in  force..  From  the 
time  of  their  enafiidn,  the  Catholics  had  con-- 
du£ied  themfelres  peaceably  and  loyally.  Tw6 
rebellions  had  taken  place  in  Scotland,  notwith* 
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ilanding  the  Union  ;  the  one  in  171 5,  and  the 
other  in  1745  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  Irifli 
Catholics  (though  ftrongly  folicited)  took  no 
ihare.  Such  condu^  naturally  conciliated  the 
regards  and  affuaged  the  prejudices  of  their  Pro- 
teftant  br^s^hren,  who  were  convinced  that  the 
penal  ftatutes  might  with  fafety  be  repealed. — 
Parliament  chearfuUy  and  freely  engaged  in  that 
laudable  bufmefs,  warmly  wilhing  ,to  contribute 
to  the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  their  fellow-fub- 
'jefts,  and  ehafted  the  ftatutes  of  the  17th  and 
1 8th  of  G^o.  III.  whereby,  after  reciting,  that 
from  the  uniform  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  Ca- 
tholics for  a  long  feries  of  years,  it  was  expe- 
dient to  relax  thofe  law8>  that  it  would  tend  to 
the  profperity  and  ftrength  of  all  his  Majefty's 
dominions,  that  his  fubje£ts  of  all  denominations 
fhould  enjoy  the  bleflings  of  a  free  conftitution, 
and  fhould  be  bound  to  each  other  by  mutual  in- 
tereft  and  mutual  affeftion  ;  for  thefe  purpdfes,. 
therefore,  they  enafted,  that  perfons  profefSng 
the  popifli  teligion  fhould  be  capable  to  take, 
hold  and  enjoy,  any  leafes  for  years,  not  exceed- 
ing 999  years, ,  fhould  have  full  power  of  difpo- 
ling  of  them,  01  of  any  eflates,  whereof  they  were, 
or  to  which  they  fhould  become  entitled ;  that 
they  be  capable  of  taking  any  eftate  by  defcent  ;"^ 
that  nb  maintenance  or  portion  fhould  be'  granted 
to  a  child  of  a  popifh  parent,  upon  a  bill  filed 
againfl  fuch  partnt  j  that  it  fhould  not  be  in  the 
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power 'of  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  popifti  pareat,  to 
make  his  father  tenant  for  life,  by  conforming, 
but  that  the  father,  notwithitanding  fuch  confor- 
mity, fhould  have  full  power  over    his  eftate, 
thereby  repealing  all  thofe  laws  which  were  moil 
grievous  and  galling  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
The  remaining  difability  to  purchafe  the  inhcri- 
tance,  fubjeftlng  Catho^lics  to  many  legal  incon- 
veniences, peculiar  to  chattel  interefts  j  the  a£t 
of  the  21(1  and  a2d  Geo.  III.  was  made,  whereby 
Catholics  were  enabled  to  purchafe  the  inherit* 
ance,  their  ellates  made  defcendible  according  to 
the.courfe  of  the  common  law  j   the  penal  laws 
againft  popiih  ecclefiafticks,  upon  their  taking 
the  oaths  appointed  by  the  14th  and. 15th  Geo.  III. 
and   feveral   other  laws,  fubjefting  Catholics  to 
difabilities,  were  repealed.     This  liberal  afl:  fully 
compleated  the  wi(h  of  the  Catholics  at  that  time, 
they  felt  and  expreffcd  the  warmeft  gratitude  to 
that  parliament,  for  fuch.  fubftantial  proofs  of 
their  friendfhip  and  goodwill;  the  Protcftants 
and  Catholics  became  as  one  family,  and  the  moft 
perfeft    cordiality  appeared  to  fubfift  between 
them  ;  the  power  of  acqujfitipa  and  difpofal  of 
property  was  equally  enjoyed  by  Proteftants  and 
Catholics. 

Things  remained  in  that  ftate  of  increafing  har- 
mony for  feveral  years,  until  Great  Britain  hav- 
ing complied  with  the  wi(hes  of  the  Britiih  pro» 
ie/iing  C?itholiQSy  enabled  themtoadasbarrifters, 
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attornies,  and  folicitors,  in  the  Britifti  courts  of 
juftice.  The  Irifh  parliament  immediately  fol- 
lowed their  example,  and  by  ftat.  32  Geo.  IIL 
conff^rred  on  the  Irifti  Catholics,  (imilar  privi- 
leges^ and  at  the  fame  time  repealed  fuch  re* 
maining  penal  laws  as  ftill  fiibfifted  in  the  flatute 
book,  however  obfolete;  whofe  repeal,  there- 
fore, as  being  rather  immaterial,  had  been  be- 
fore neglected.  In  the  next  feflion  alfo,  the  par- 
liament  even  outftripped  the  moft  fanguihe  wifhes 
of  the  Catholic  body  in  Ireland,  and  the  bounty 
of  a  Britifli  parliaipent,  by  admitting  them  tp  the 
eleSive  frai;ichife,  and  enabling  them  to  take  and 
jgnjoy  every  civil  and  military  employment,  the 
judicial  department,  and  a  few  of  the  higheft  oiF- 
fices  of  adminiftration  only  excepted.  And  dp 
fuch  liberal  concefiions,  fuch  fubftantidl  grants 
on  the  part  of  the  Iriih  legiflature,  far  outftrip- 
ping  the  liberality  of  Great  Britain  to  her  froteft- 
ing  Catholics,  intimate,  that  a  bitter,  malignant, 
and  implacable  hatred  fubfifts  between  the  Irifli 
Proteftants  and  Catholics  ?  No,  furely.  Your 
lordihip  has  been  ftrangely  mifinformed.  Thefe 
fafts,  I  conceive,  fully  refute  that  charge,  and 
are  fufHcient  to  fatisfy  the  Catholics,  that  their 
Proteftant  brethren  ardently  wilh  to  unite  with 
them  in  heart  and  hand,  and  in  every  refpeft  to 
contribute  to  their  happinefs,  as  far  as  is  confid- 
ent with  the  eitablifhed  conftitution  in  church  and 
fiate. 
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After  this  injurious  miftatement  of  the  difpofition 
of  the  Proteftants  and  Catholics  of  Ireland  towards 
each  other,  you  next  proceed  to  venture  upon  the 
delicate  and  hazardous  queftion  of  ahjtrad:  rights^ 
You  fay  that  you  cannot "  admit  of  the  afcendancy 
of  one  part  of  the  nation  over  another  part  of  the 
fame  nation,  to  the  extent  and  purpofe  claimed 
in  Ireland,  as  capable  of  afluming  any^chjira£ler 
defer  ving  the,denomination  of  fight.    That  which 
fs  wrong  on  one  fide,  cannot  intelligibly  to  you 
become  right  on  the  other.    You  do  not  think 
the  virtues  of  pofejfton^  frefcription^  or  any  other 
limitation  of  time  at  all  applicable  to  the  cafe  of 
perpetually  fubfifting,  and  as  it  were  renovating 
wrongs,    efpecially  fuch   as   afFe£k  the   political 
rights  of  great  numbers  of  men.     That  the  fre- 
quency of  the  repetition  of  wrongs,  inftead  of 
diminifliing  the  injury,  muft  be  felt  as  a  grievous 
aggravation   of  it  ;    and   inftead   of  converting 
Avronginto  right,  feems  only  %o  impronje  zndt  forti-^ 
fy  the  tide  of  thcife  who  fufFer,  to  (hake  oflF  the  in- 
iury  oh  the  firft  opportunity  that  offers.     You  fay 
that  pait   of  Ireland  which  you  wifh  to  redrefs, 
<:laims  not  only  political  equality  in  the  govern- 
ment of  their  country,  in  which  you  canoot  help 
fympathijing  with  them,  but  are  known  to  enter- 
tain claims  of  a  very  different  nature.'*    How  rcvo^- 
lutionary  is  this  mode  of  reafoning  ?  How  in- 
flammatory, how  perfeftly  does  it  coincide  with 
the  principles  broached  by  Paine,  in  his  Rights 
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of  Man  ?  Does  it  not  tend  to  awaken  difcontents 
among  the  Catholics'  of  Ireland,  to  juftify  their 
teforting  to  firft  principles,  to  vindicate  their  po- 
litical equality^  to  authorife  downright  Tebelfion  ? 
Is  not'  all  this,  treafon  againft  the  Conftitution 
which  it  encourages  the  Catholics  to  overturn  i 
Andmayaot  government  be  fairlyjtaxed  with  coun- 
tenancing thofe  principles  adopted  by  your  lord- 
ihip  ?  They  have  circulated,  as  I  am  informed,  at 
the  public  coft,  your  elaborate  fpeech,   although 
the  printer  of  Paine^s  Rights  of  Man,  founded  up- 
'   on  the  very  fame  principles^  has  been  profecuted 
andpuniihed  in  England.     If  I  underftand  your 
iordlhip,  you  confider  every  part  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjeds  entitled  to  an  eqoiaiity  of  civil  and  politi*- 
cal  rights,  and  that  it  is  an  ad  of  injufttte  to  the 
Catholic  to  deprive  him  of  a  participation  of  them  J 
The  excluflon  of  the  Catholics  from  a  fhare  in  the 
legiflature  refults    from  the  oath   of  fupremacy^ 
whicbis  required  to  be  taken  by  perf&ns  oi  evfry 
perfuqfionj  previous  to  their  admiffion  into  par« 
Uament.     T\m  oath  relates  merely  to  the  political, 
not  the  religious  tenets  of  the  Catholics-     I  will 
ftate  for  your  information  the  introdudion  of  thai^ 
oath.     Immediately  after  the  revolution,  by  th^ 
Englijh  flat,  ift  of  William  and  Mary,  it  was  en- 
joined to  be  taken  by  every  perfon  before  his  ad* 
miilion  into  the  Englijh  Parliament ;  by  the  Englijh 
fiat,  of  3d  William  and  Mary,  it  was  enaded, 
tiiat  it  ttiould  be  taken  bi^fore  any  perfon  ihoul4 
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be  permitted  to  fit  in  the  Irijh  parliament ;  for 
at  chat  time  the  Englifli  Parliament  did  claim  the 
right,  and  did  aflually  exercife  the  power  of 
binding  Ireland  by  its  laws.  The  exclufion, 
therefore,  of  the  Catholics  from  fitting  in  Parlia- 
ment was  the  aft  of  the  Englijh  Legiflature,  not 
of  that  part  of  the  Irijh  People  whom  you  cbnfider 
as  unduly  invefted  with  legijlative  power.  If  fuch 
exclufion  from  an  equality  of  political  rights  be 
a  wrong,  it  is  a  wrong  enade4  b^  the  Englijh  Vzr^ 
liament,  not  by  the  Irijh,  who  in  fad  never  made 
any  law  to  that  effed,  until  after  the  reftoration 
of  their  legiflative  Conftitution  in  1782,  at  which 
time  they  by  an  aft  of  their  own,  adopted  ^^;^r<2//)r 
all  thofe  Englifh  laws,  which  related  to  the  tak- 
ing of  fuch  oaths.  The  political  creed  of  the 
Englifli  Catholic  being  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
Irifli,  equally  induces  the  expediency  of  enjoin- 
ing the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  be  taken  in  both 
countries,  and  excludes  both  from  a  {hare  in  the 
legiflature.  If  fuch  enclufion  then  be  a  wrong  to 
the  Irifh  Catholic,  it  muft  be  a  wrong  to  the 
Engliftf  Catholic  alfo*  The  diftinftions  of  right 
and  wrong  equally  apply  to  both,  furely  the  af- 
cendency  of  one  part  of  a  nation  over  another 
pari  of  the  fame  nation,  cannot  aflume  the  deno- 
mination of  right  in  the  one  kingdom,  and  that 
of  wrong  in  the  other.  Your  Lordfhip's  feelings 
are  alive  to  the  oppreffion  of  the  Irijh  Catholic; 
occafioned  by  his  being  deprived  of  an  equality  of 
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political  rights  by  the  Englijh  Parliament,  and  you 
fympathife  with  him  on  account/  of  that  injufticc 
committed  by  an  Englifti  Parliament.     But  your 
compafiion  does  not  extend  to  the  Britijh  Catholit 
who  is  in  the  very  fame  predicament,  and  who 
fuflFers  the  very  fame  wrongs.     Are  the  principles 
ofright  and  wrong  diflFerent  in  Ireland  and  threat 
Britain?  The  Irilh  Proteftant  has  been; by  the 
foregoing  Englifh  aft  fubjefted  to  the  fame  penaU  . 
ties  and  difabilities,  if  he  (hall  omit '  to  take  the 
paths,  and  there  are  inftances  where  the  punifh- 
ment  for  omiffion  has  been  inflifted  upon  the 
Proteftant  both  in  England  and  Ireland.     Thus ^ 
my  Lord,  the!  cenfure  which  you  levelled  againft 
the  Irijh  Parliament,  recoils  againft  the  Englijb, 
I  am  happy^  however,  to  be  able  to  vindicate  the  * 
wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  Englifti  Parliamerit  in 
excluding  perfons  from  a  ftiare  in  the  l^egiflaturei 
who  profefted  fuch  political  principles  as  are  avow* 
ed  by  perfons  of  the  Catholic  perfuafion  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.     By  the  Conftitution  the 
King  is  fupreme  head  of  the  Church  j  his  power 
both  in  temporals  and   fpirituals,  is  limited  to 
the  laws  of  the  hind.      It  is  contrary  to  every' 
found  political  principle  of  Government,  that  any 
powers  ihoald  be  exercifed  thi^rein,  fave  fuch  as 
are  confiftent  with  the  Conftitution ;  the  king  is 
as  much  bound  by  the  laws  as  the  meaneft  of  his 
fubjefts  }  every  pcrfon  partaking  of  the  benefits 
of  the  Conftitution,  is'  bound  to  obey  the  King  in 
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all  his  ju ft  prerogatives.  This  it  is  which  creates 
the  allegiance  due  by  the  fubjed  to  the  king,  and 
enables  bm  to  afford  reciprocal  proteftion  to  the 
fcibjeft.  The  path  required  to  be  taken  confifts  of 
two  parts  : — ift.  The  member  is  to  fwear  that  he 
abhors,  dete/is,  and  abjures  that  damnable  deilrine 
and pojitionj  that  princes  excommunicated  or  deprived 
by  t  he  pope  y  may  be.  murderedatid  depofed  by  theirfulh 
je£ls.  No  perfon  will  attempt  to  maintain,  that  a 
man  entertaining  fuch  deteftable  principles,  is  fit 
to  be  admitted  into  the  legiflature.  Secondly,  the 
oath  declares,  that  no  foreign  prince^  prelate^  Jiate 
or  potentate^  has^  or  ought  to  have^  any  jurifdiHiohj 
power .  or  authority^  within  this  realm.  To  this 
part  of  the  oath  the  Catholic  objcfts,  as  repug- 
nant to  his  creed,,  which  maintains,  that  the  pope 
has-abfolute  power  and  authority  within  this 
realm  in  all  mzXitx%  fpiritual  or  eccleftaJiicaU  No 
article  of  faith  is  contained  in  the  faid  oath,  it  is 
merely  political^  and  relates  only  to  ecclefiaftical 
government ;  it  only  excludes  from  parliament 
fuch  perfons  as  fupport  .a  power  in  the pope^  which 
the  conftitution  has  vefted  in.  the  crown,  '  The 
principle  which  it  oppofes,  aims  to  introduce  a 
foreign  power  into  this  realm^  abfolute  in  its  na- 
ture, above  all  law,  uncontrouledr  and  uncon- 
troulable,  and  utterly  repugnant  to  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  conftitution.  Surely  the 
cftablifliment  of  fuch  a  power  would  be  in  faft  to 
fubjeO:  the  crown  in  fpirituals,  to  the  authority  of 
the  pope.   The  Catholic  who  fupports  fuch  power 
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thereby  acknowledges  himfelf  the  fubjeS  of  the 
perfon  who  is  invcfted  therewith,  he  divides  biff 
allegiance^  he  profeffes  himfelf  fubjefl:  to  the  king 
in  temporals^  and  to  the  pope  in  fpirituals.  That 
fuch  are  the  tenets  of  the  catholics,  appears 
from  Doftor  Huffey's  Paftoral  Letter :  ad- 
drei&ng  himfelf  to  the  foldiers  he  fays,  "  their 
perfondl  religion  is  their  natural  incontrovertible 
imprefcriptible  right,  fubjeft  to  the  fpiritual  autho- 
rity of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in  which  the 
laWs  of  the  land  cannot  enjo/  a  coercive  authori- 
ty. In  all  temporal  matters y  they  are  fubjed  to  their 
temporal  rulers  in  all  fpiritual  matters  they  are 
fubjeft  to  their  fpiritual  rulers  ;**  how  then  can  a 
legiflature  vetting  and  eftablifhing  the  fupremacy 
of  the  church  in  the  crown,  difclaiming  and  re- 
fitting the  authority  of  any  foreign  pov^r  within 
the"^ realm,  admit  perfons  into  thieii:  bddvwhofc 
tenets  are  fo  repugnant  to  their  own  ?  Thcle  ob- 
fervations  will  I  truft  vindicate  the  propriety  of 
the  Englifti  parliament  in  framing  for  Ireland  fuch 
a  political  teft.  Your  Lordfliip  will  alfo  obferve, 
that  every  argument  which  you  adduce,  to  prove 
the  injuftice  of  excluding  catholics  from  the  Irifti 
parliament,  militates  with  equal  force  againtt  their 
exclufionfrom  the  Britilh,  and  with  what  confif- 
tency,  my  Lord,  do  you  impeach  the  Irifli  "parlia- 
inent,  reprefenting  it  as  inadequate  to  make  laws 
for  binding  Catholics,  after  having  contended  for 
the  omnipoftcncy  of  that  very  parliamept,  and  re- 
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prefented  it  as  invefted  with  fufEcient  power  to 
bind  for  ever  thofe  very  catholics  by  an  incorpo- 
rative  Union  with  Great  Britain,  in  the;^/orma- 
tion  of  which,  it  appears  from  the  propofition& 
laid  before  his  Majefty,  and  fupported  by  your 
Lordfhip,  that  the  very  fame  oaths  arc  required 
to  be  taken  by  the  members  of  the  united  parlia-< 
ment,  as  are  now  prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  the 
members  of  the  refpeftive  parliaments  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  I  decline  entering  into  the 
abftrad  view  of  th*^  competency  of  parliament, 
to  fubftitute  an6ther  Conftitution  in  the  place  of 
that  J  for  the  prefervation  of  which  they  have  been 
invefted  with  their  legiflative  functions ;  it  is  a 
queftion  of  fo  dangerous  a  tendency,  and  upon 
which  fuch  a  diverfity  of  opinions  has  prevailed 
among  qjpn  of  the  firft  abilities,  that  I  (hall  hot 
ventujjfS  t(5  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  it  j 
but  this  much  I  (hall  venture  to  aflirm,  that  if  the 
formation  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  be  fo  vi- 
cious and  defeftive  as  you  reprefent,  it  cannot  be 
competent  to  bind  the  catholics  by  eftablifliing 
fuch  articles  of  Union  as  fliall  exclude  them  for 
ever  from  participating  in  the  legiflature  of  the 
united  kingdoms.  (  Expectations  have  been  held 
out  to  the  catholics  that  thofe  laws  of  exciufion 
,  will  be  altered  bythe  united  parliament :  whether 
there  be  any  reafonable  foundation  for  fuch  expec-^ 
tation,  will  be  beft  afcertained  by  taking  a  retro- 
fpe£kive  view  of  the  condud  of  parliament  fincc  the 
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Revolution.  There  arc  in  Great  Britain  as  well 
as  in  Ireland  a  confiderable  number  of  catholics, 
though  not  in  fo  great  a  proportion  to  the  protef- 

'  tants,  the  Englifli  legiflaturc  have  required  fuch 
oaths  to  be  taken  by  members  before  their  admif* 
lion  into  parliament  as  have  excluded  catholics 
from  fitting  in  it ;  they  are  in  Great  Britain  de- 
prived of  the  elective  franchife,  they  arc  render- 
ed incapable  of  enjoying  any  employjnent,  civil  or 
military,  in  that  kingdom.  An  attempt  was  made 
not  many  years  ago  in  the  Britiih  parliament  to 
repeal  the  Teft  Aft,  but  without  effeft.  In  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  the  Britifli  parliament  by  the  propofitions 
which  they  have  laid  before  his  Majefty,  afted 
fairly  and  openly  by  the  catholics  ;  they  have  corir 

ftitutionally  declared,  that  the  Churches  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  and  the  doftrine,  worfliip,  dif- 
cipline  and  government  thereof  Ihall  be  preferved 
as  by  law  eftablifhed,  thereby  affirming,  and  fc- 
curing  the  afcendancy  of  the  proteftant  religion 
and  xht\i\xig*^fupremacy  in  the  government  of 
the  church ;  they  have  declared  that  the  fame  oaths 
now  in  force  fliall  continue  to  be  taken  by  the 
members  of  the  united  parliament.  When  fuch 
then  is  the  language  of  parliament,  how  unwar- 
rantable muft  it  be  in  individuals  to  ufe  endea- 
vours to  impofe  upon  the  catholics  by  holding 
out  to  them  expeftations  totally  incompatible 
with  the  fpirit  and  meaning  of  the  propofitions 
themfelves^    Compare  the  condition  of  the  Irilli. 
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Catholic  with  that  of  the  Britifh ;  in  Ireland  he 
has  the  eledive  franchife,  and  is  capable  of  enjoy* 
ing  every  office,   civil  and  military,  a  few  only 
excepted,  from  all  which  the  Britifh  catholic  is 
excluded.    Your  Lordfliip,  notwithftanding  your 
feelings  for  the  Irifh  catholics,  has  never  attempted 
to  procure  for  the  Britifh  catholic  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  the  Irijh  catholic  enjoys.   Should 
an  Union  take  place,  no  diftindion  can  be  made 
between  the  catholics  of  the  united  kingdoms, 
cither  the   Britifh  catholic  muft  be  raifed  to  the 
level  of  the  Irifh  catholic,  or  the  Irifli  lowered 
to  the  level  of  the  Britifli.  This  meafure  of  adjuft- 
ment   muft  be  determined  by  the  united  parlia- 
ment, where  Britifli  influence  muft  always  predo* 
minate,  and  can  it  be  expeded  that  the  great  Bri-, 
rifli  miajority  will  concede  to  the  Irifli  minority  ? 
That  the  ftandard  of  adjuftment  will  probably 
be  lowered,  may  be  coUeded  ftill  further  from- 
the  fagacious  conjefture  of  that  eminent  ftatefman* 
Lord  Auckland,    who   expreffes   himfelf  tims; 
*^  it  has   long  been  my  opinion,  that  whatever 
maybe  the  indulgences,  more  orlefs  limited,  to  the. 
catholics  of  England,   the  meafure  of  thofe^  in- 
dulgences ought  to  guide    our   difcretion  with 
lefped  to  the  catholics   of  Ireland."     Whither 
the  Irifli  catholic  is  niore  likely  to  be  raifed  or 
deprefled  by  the  propofed  Union;  I  leave  to  thc' 
fagacity  of  the  moft  intelligent  Catholics  to  de- 
cide, from  th£  foregoing  obfervatLons  j  earneftly. 
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wifhing  that  they  may  not  feed'  themfelves  with 
vainhojpes  of  further  conceffions  which  will  ne. 
ver  be  realized.'^  The  illiberal  and   mifchievous 
policy  of  ruling  by  divifion  ifi  order  to  rule  by 
Union^  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  feems ,  to  be  your 
maxim  as  well  zt  that  of  feverai  other  minifterial 
^rand  fpeakers  on  the  imperial  queftion  of  Union. 
But  let  me  tell  you,  my  Lord,  honefty  is  the  bell 
policy  between  ftates,    as  between  individuals. 
The  torch  of  difcord  has  been  unhappily  kindled 
in  Ireland,  and  hasjDlazed  out  into  infurre£tiony 
and  open  rebellion.  It  has  been  the  fafhion  to  attri* 
bute  it  principally  t6  popifti  fanaticifm,    but  I 
apprehend,  without  fufficient  foundatiqn  j  the  pri- 
mary promoters  of  that  rebellion  were  protef- 
tants  and  prefbyterians  as  well  as  romanifts,  and 
the  hoftility  of  the  united  confpirators  was  level- 
led againft  all  religious  ei)abliftiments,  although 
they  endeavoured  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  poli- 
tical engines  of  fuperftition  and  bigotry.    This 
rclearly  appeared   upon  the  examination  of  the 
leaders  of  the  confpiracy  before  the  parliamenta- 
ry committees ;  their  objeft  was  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  Engliih  and  Scotch  confpirators,  all 
were  actuated  by  the  fame  Jacobinical  principles,; 
they  wiflied  to  overturn  the  civil  and  religious  go- 
vernment of  both  kingdoms,  and  to  fubftitute  in 
its  place  the  anarchy  and  confufion  of  a  democra- 
tic republic  on  the  miferable  model  of  France. 
The  Irilh  rebels  did  not  limit  their  revolutionary 
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views,  as  has  been  infmuated  by  your  Lordftxip, 
to  regain  the  forfeited  lands  of  which  they  con- 
fidered  themfelves  to  have  beenynjuftly  deprived. 
Few  indeed  engaged  in  that  rebellion  had  any  fuch 
claims  to  urge  ;  their  views  extended  to  a  new 
partition  of  the  whole  landed  property  of  Ire- 
land among  themfelves.  In  England  alfo  and 
Scotland,  as  well  as  in  Ireland,  the  fame  revolu- 
tionary principles  were  unremittiiigly  propagated 
and  dilTeminated,  where  the  Romifh  religion  had 
fmall  comparative  influence.  The  reports  of  the 
parliamentary  committees  prove  its.  progrefs 
through  Great  Britain.  It  appeared  there  fufEci- 
ent  to  authorife  the  enacting  of  fuch  laws,  as  the 
neceflity  of  the  cafe  could  alone  juftify.  At  that 
time  Great  Britain  was  fecured  by  a  great  military 
force,  Ireland  was  in  a  moft  defencelefs  ftate; 
France  clearly  faw  that  Great  Britain  was  moft 
vulnerable  in  that  part  of  her  Empire^  Ihe  appli- 
ed herfelf  with  redoubled  adivity  to  diffuft  her 
principles  among  the  Irifli  people,  with  whom 
from  their  poverty  and  ignorance  (he  had  the 
greateft  profpeft  of  fuccefs.  The  object  of  the 
rebels  w  as  to  overturn  all  government,  which  ne- 
teOarily  would  have  produced  a  feparation  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Let  the  loyal 
Irifli  compare  the  ftate  their  country  would  have 
been  in,  if  at  the  time  the  rebellion  broke  out, 
the  parliament  melted  down  into  that  of  Great 
Britain  had  been    fitting    at  Wcftminfter  and 
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one  hundred  and  thirty-two  of  her  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  characters  for  talents  and  property,  en- 
gaged in  attending  that  parliament,  with  that  in. 
which  {he  then  flood,  afliiled  by  a' parliament  of 
her  own,  fitting  in  her  capital,  whofe  moft  dili* 
gent  attention  was  exerted,  in  inveftigating  and 
defeating  the  machinations   of  the  rebels,  and 
whofe  principal  gentry  exercifed  their  utmoft  in- 
fluence in  preferving  and  reftoring  good  order 
and  tranquillity  among  the  inhabitant;;  of  their 
refpeftive.eftates.     Believe  me,  my  Lord,  the  in* 
defatigable  induftry  of  the  Iriflj  Houfes  of  Par^ 
liament  and  of  the  refident  gentry,  wt^re  under 
Providence  the  powerful  means  by  which  th^t 
rebellion  was  counter afted  and  fuppreffed.   The 
meritorious  conduQ:  therefore  of  the  Irifti  parlia, 
ment  furnifhes  a  moft  forcible  additional  argu- 
ment againft  its  extinction.    Whilft  Ireland  has 
a  Conftitution  worth  preferving,  (he  will  ever  ap- 
ply her  moft  ftrenuous  exertion;  in  its  fupport, 
her  parliament  (he  confiders  as  the  only  fecurity 
for  the  permanent  prefervation  of  the  liberty  (he 
now  enjoys.    You  hav?  taken  a  review  of  the  pre- 
fent  Conftitution  of  Ireland  to  (Jiew  that  (he  is 
not  an  independent  nation,  in  whicK  I  perfectly 
agre^  with  you,    the  a£t  of   annexation  pf  th^, 
crown  of  Ireland  to  that  of  Gr^at  Britain,  thq 
act  of  1782,  by  which  the  legifls^tive  functions  of 
the  fovereign  of  Ireland  can  only  be  performed 
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in  the  ftrongell  language,  the  fuperiority  of  Great 
Britain  over  Ireland.  The  adminiftration  of  the 
executive  government  of  Ireland  by  a  viceroy 
(which  muft  ftill  continue  if  the  Union  fheuld 
take  place)  vi  another  inftance  to  which  you  re- 
fort,  to  prove  her  fuperiority  over  Ireland.  I  do 
riot  only  acknowledge  her  fuperiority  in  thofe  in, 
fiances,  but  I  confider  fuch  as  neceflary  to  her 
profperity.  In  all  imperial  concerns  Ireland 
ought  to  follow  in  the  wake  of  Great  Britain^  thp 
fole  power  of  making  war  and  peace,  entering 
into  treaties  with  foreign  powers  Js  veiled  in  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  by  virtue  of  his  royal  pre* 
rogative,  in  all  thefe  particulars  (as  Blackftone 
exprefles  it)  the  Cpnflitution  confiders  him  as  the 
reprefentative  of  the  people  but  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved  that  although  thofe  powers  are  Vefted  in 
the  crown  yet  the  fupport  of  ^  war  depends  upon 
the  concurrent  will  of  the  parliament.  Hiflpry 
does  not  furniih  one  inftance  where  parliament 
has  withheld  fuch  fupport ;  ,the  motive  which  has 
prbduced  thi$  uniform  concurrence  with  the 
Crown  is  that,  which  ever  wiU  produce  the  fame 
effeft,  i  felf  intereft  and  felf  prefervation ;  thij 
muft  pperate  with  greater  forc^  upon  Ireland  than 
upon  Great  Britain,  as  fhe  in  fuch  a  cafp  would 
be  much  more  defencelefs ;  wherefore  fince  Great 
Britain  under  the  prefent  mode  of  connexion 
between  her  and  Ireland,  is  by  your  Qwn  Jiate* 
Tiwit  inyefted  with  all  thofe  powers  in  imperial 
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concerns,  which  are  necefiary  for  the  government 
of  the  Empire,  I  cannot  find  any  occafion  upon 
tbat  account  to  refort  to  an  incorporating  Union. 
A  private  correfpondence  between  the  Duke  of 
Portland  and  Lord  Shelburne  in  May  and  June 
4782  has  been  rather  unguardedly  produced  to  the 
public  by  Mr.  Pitt,  which  his  Grace  ftates  to  be 
fo  delicate  in  its  nature^  requiring  fo  much  fecrecy 
and  management^  that  he  would  not  truft  the  com-' 
munication  of  it  to  any  hand  but  his  own.  I 
(hall  decline  making  any  comment  upon  the  aa* 
lure  of  that  tranfa&ion.  Ireland  however  tnaj, 
profit  from  its  being  made  public.  The  objed: 
qf  the  a£ls  of  Parliament  then  in  the  contemplati- 
on of  his  Grace  were,  that  the  fuperintending 
powo:  and  fii^premacy  of  Great  Britain  in  all 
mattqrs  of  ftate  aild  general  commerce,  Ihould  be 
yirtually  and  effe&ually  acknowledged ;  but  your 
Lordfliip  has  clearly  (hewn,  that  without  any  fuch 
a^  of  Parliament,  Great  Britain  is  already  in- 
vefted  with  fuch  powers^  Another  objed  in  his 
contemplation  was,  that  the  fliare  of  the  expence 
in  carrying  on  a  defenfive  or  oSenfive  war,  either 
in  the  defence  of  our.  dominions  or  thofe^of  our 
allies,  (hould  be  borne  by  Ireland  in  proportion 
to  the  adual  ftate  of  her  abilities.  To  this  part  of 
his  plan,  I  do  not  imagine  that  any  objection 
could  reafonably  be  made  by  Ireland  ;  participat- 
ing as  (he  now  does  in  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  (he  is  bound  to  contribute  her  proportion 
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to  the  protcftion  of  the  Empire  of  V9hich  fiic 
conftitutes  an  eflential  part.  He'  further  pro- 
ceeds, that  Ireland  Ihould  adopt  fuch  regulations 
as  may  be  judged  neceffary  by  Great  Britain  for 
the  better  ordering  and  regulating  the  trade  and 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  her  own  co» 
loniesand  dependencies^  confideration  being  du« 
}y  had  to  the  circumftances  of  Ireland ;  this  part 
of  the  plan  alfo  appears  unobjeiSlionable.  Thefe 
are  the  great  objects  which  are  avowed  to  be  ex^ 
pected  from  the  Union,  and  it  appears  that  the 
correfponding  parties  then  thought  that  they 
could  be  fecured  by  fuch  acts  of  parliament  as 
they  defcribed,  without  depriving  Ireland  of  her 
prefent  cohftitution. 

Your  lordihip  having  pointed  out  all  thole  In« 
Hances  in  which  Ireland  is  dependant  on  Great 
Britain,  I  (hall  advert  to  thofe  particulars  in: 
which  I  confider  Ireland  as  independent  under  her 
prefent  <:pnftitution.  She  now  has;  the  fole  and 
exclufive  right  of  making  laws  for  her  internal 
regulation  ani  taxation  ;  for  although  it  may  be 
faid  that  fhe  has  not  abfoiutely  the  power  of  enabl- 
ing any  law,  as  it  muft  be  firft  ratified  under  th^ 
great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  yet  (he  has  a  moral 
certainty,  from  the  intereft  which  Great  Britain 
muft  neceflarily  take  in  the  profperity  of  Ireland, 
that  fuch  ratification  will  never  be  withheld  by 
thf2  executive  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  in  cafes 
where  fucji  law  may  be  really  injurious  to  her  j 
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nor  18  there  more  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the 
king  fhall  refufe,his  royal  aflent  to  bills  really 
ufeful  and  expedient  to  the  public,  than  that  he  ^ 
Ihould  refufe  to  permit  the  great  feal  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  annexed  to  them.  Upon  thofe  pow- 
ers therefore,  with  which  her  own  Parliament  is 
invefted,  Ireland  relies,  as  the  foundation  on  which 
her  liberties  are  to  be  fupported.  The  intereft  of 
Great  Britain  is  intimately  interwoven  with  that  of 
Ireland ;  the  ftrength,  the  opulence,  the  profperity 
of  Ireland,  are  the  ftrength,  the  opulence,  and 
the  profperity  of  the  fitter  kingdom  j  Ireland  muft 
ftand  and  fall  with  Great  Britain.  This  meafure 
of  an  Union  is  prejfed  upon  Ireland,  not  required 
by  her.  The  language  held  forth  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
Lord  Auckland,  and  others  of  the  minifterial  pha« 
lanx,  has  been  that  of  perfuafion  mingled  with 
menace,  extolling  the  great  advantages  in  com- 
merce which  Ireland  enjoys  through  Britifh 
bounty,  ^their  precarious  tenure  depending  on  the 
good  will  and  pleafpre  of  a  Briti(h  parliament,  at 
the  fame  time  infinuating  the  danger  of  their  be- 
ing withdrawn,  fhpuld  Ireland  refufe  this  great 
boon  now  tendered  to  her,  alledging  that  her 
protedion  depends  upon  the  ftrength  of  Great 
Britaiiii,  which  might  perhaps  be  withdrawn  from 
her.  Such  indirect  menaces  need  not  alarm  Ire- 
land ;  the  well  knows  that  the  continuance  of 
thofe  benefits  depends  upon  the  beft  poftibk  fe- 
curity,  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,   that  Ihc 
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fhould  continue  to  enjoy  them.  In  truths  mutual 
intereft  is  the  only  cement  which  can  bind  na- 
tions ;  it  is  that  which  has  preferved  the  con- 
nexion of  thefe  kingdoms  for  fo  many  centuries. 
To  the  powerful  aid  of  that  connexion  and  cflfca- 
cious  co-operation  of  Ireland,  is  furely'to  be  at- 
tributed much  of  the  high  rank  and  proud  ftation 
in  which  Great  Britain  now  (lands,  as  the  bulwark 
of  the  liberties  of  Europe.  Tour  language  upoii 
this  part  of  the  fubjed  has  indeed  materially  difi^er- 
ed  from  that  of  others  of  the  miqifterial  phalanx; 
and  it  is  but  juftice  to  your  principles  of  liberality 
and  found  policy,  indicating  the  enlarged  mind 
of  a  profound  ftatefman,  to  ftate,  that  (according 
to  your  reprefentation)  Ireland  has  a  perfeSt  right 
to  claim  in  times  of  danger,  whether  *•  from  fo- 
reign or  domeftic  enemies,  the  proteftion  of  the 
Britifh  navy  and  military,  as  well  as  fecuririg  aid ; 
that  the  prefervation  of  Ireland  is  an  Englifh  in- 
tereft, and  fufficiently  precious  to  call  for  thofe 
exertions,  even  in  a  diftinft  and  feparatc  view  of 
her  own  advantage  j  in  the  next  place  that  flie 
is  entitled  to  it,  as  ihe  is  at  all  times  contributory 
to  the  general  fervice  and  fecurity  ;  that  her  fea- 
men,  her  foldiers,  and  her  revenue  all  augment 
the  general  ftock  of  Britifh  refources  ;  that  if  pe- 
culiar and  temporary  emergencies  have  at  this  or 
any  other  particular  period,  encreafed  the '  local 
demands  of  Ireland  upon  the  exertions  of  Great 
Ikitain,  the  fcene  of  danger  may  at  other  times 
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befhifteil,  and  that  there  are  recent  grounds  to 
be  convinced  that  (he  will  be  ready  to  make 
extraordinary  exertions  upon  extraordinary  dan- 
ger,  in  Great  Britain,  if  fuch  occaiions  ihouid 
arife.l  That  in  refpeft  to  the  extenfive  commerce 
from  without,  and  profperous  manufactures  from 
within,  which  flow  from  2^  free  participation  of 
the  imperial  greatnefs  of  Great  Britain,  thefe 
upon  a  view  of  theprefent  connexion  with  Great 
Britain,  belong  to  the  very  nature  of  the  cafe, 
and  naturally  flow  from  the  fentiments  of  frater- 
nity and  reciprocal  kindnefs,  which  fliould  ac* 
company  fuch  a  connexion  ;  that  fuch  favours 
are  )>rompted  by  a  liberal,  but  at  the  fame  timfe  by 
a  wife  policy,"  This  is,  indeed,  my  lord,  the 
true  and  rational  principle  upon  which  the  con- 
nexion between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fhonld 
fubfift;  a;nd  fuch  connexion  would  never  have 
been  formed,  but  from  an  expectation  of  mutual 
advantages.  Every  increafe  of  profperity  which 
Ireland  receives,  contributes  to  the  ftrength  and 
profperity  of  the  Britiih  empire ;  and  mofl  juftly 
does  your  lordfhip  obferve,  "  if  identity  of  con- 
ftitution  be  not  founded  on  identity  ofintereji^  and 
is  not  followed  by  identity  of  fcntiment  and  feel- 
ing towards  the  united  empire,  fuch  an  Union 
will  not  cure  the  evils  of  imperfeft  relation, ,  or 
even  feparation,  but  may  bring  fome  of  them 
nearer  and  more  home  to  both.**  (foL  60.^ — ; 
This  indeed  is  an  obfervation  well  deferving  the 
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moli/eriouj  artcntioiu  The  great  objeft  now  held 
out  to  induce  thefe  two  nations  to  adopt  this  mea> 
fare  of  an  incorporating  Union  is,  that  it  will 
preclude  all  danger  of  feparation.  No  man  can 
feel  more  ftrongly  than  I  do-  the  ruinous  confe- 
quences  that  would  enfue  from  feparation;  and 
therefore,  upon  that  very  ground  I  deprecate 
fuch  Union.  I  prefume  it  will  be  admitted 
as  an  incontrovertible  pofition,  that  mutual' 
ihtereft  and  reciprocity  of  advantages  are 
the  only  ftropg  and  permanent  bonds  of 
Union  between  two  nations.  Their  Union 
will  continue  fo  long  as  their  mutual  intereft 
prompts  them  to  it ;  no  afts  of  parliament  witt 
bind  thiem  longer,    than  whilft  the  connexion 
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continues  to  be  ufeful  to  them ;  The  prefent  con- 
nexion has  for  many  centuries  preferveo^heir 
Union,  each  imtion  has^  felt  the  reciprocal  affif- 
tance  which  they  afforded  to  each  other.  Great 
Britain  was  entitled  to  a  fuperiority  in  all  imperi- 
al concerns,  and  has  enjoyed  it.  To  the  acquifi- 
tion  and  peopling  of  her  extenfive  colonies, 
Ireland  has  largely  contributed  ;  ftIM,  however, 
Great  Britain  for  a  long  time  was  fo  blind  to  her 
own  interefl,  as  to  grudge  to  Ireland  aparticipsfc- 
tion  of  colonial  commerce.  We  may  further 
obferve,  that  although  the  British  parliament  has 
occafionally  excrciled  the  power  of  making  iaws^ 
for  the  internal  regulation  of  Ireland,  fhe  never 
attempted  to  interfere  with  her  interna/  taxation^ 

that. 


3^ 

diat  ponrer  having  Ibeen  folely  exer<:ifed  by  her 
wvn  parliament.  The  dangerous  confequence^ 
of  attempting  to  impofe  internal  taxation^  may 
be  illuftrated  by  the  American  conteft* 

In  1770,  Gresit  Britain  aflumed  a  light  of 
ixopofing  an  internal  tax  upon  the  article  of  tefi 
imported  into  Atnerica.  This  occafioned  much 
difcontent }  in  ccnfequence  of  virhich,  the  ,a^  w^ 
(x>  far  repealed^  as  to  leave  only  a  remaining  tai^ 
of  three  penee  a  pound.  This  tax  was  not  at- 
tempted  to  be  coUeded,  until  1774*  At  that 
cime,  i^nfortunately,  the  minifier  hazarded  the 
experimesyty  vrh^ther  America  Wo^ild  fubmit  to 
xhat  unprodudive  tax,  a;id  thereby  eAablifh 
Gre^t  Britain's  fight  to  tax  her.  Ship's  freig^tf^ 
ed  witjh  tea  were  fent  to  Bofton  for  that  purpofe^ 
with  orders  to  enforce  the  payment  d  the  duty; 
The, Americans  felt  the  magnitude  of  the  prece^ 
dent»  though  the  tax  Vfz^fniaU*  They  would  not 
permit  the  cargoes  to  be  landed,  but  threw  them 
into  tfae  fea.  Immediately  upon  this  the  BoAon 
port  jstd,  and  other  compulfory  ads,  were  pafled, 
for  the  purpofe  of  puniihing  this  Anieric^ns,  and 
forcing  them  to  fubmit.  This  produced  no  other 
'eSed  than  that  of  uniting  tjiem  in  oppodng  th^ 
coUe&ion  of  the  tasc.  I  need  not  remind  you  of 
the  ho&|le  proceedings  which  followed  ;  but  it  is 
proper  to  obferve,  that  the  Americans  had  neither 
a  navy  nor  an  army,  and  that  it  was  the  univerfal 
opinion  in  Gr^at  Britain,  that  her  power  was 
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fufficient  to  compel  them  to  fubmit,  if  ihcy  diould 
dare  to  refift.  Ireland  was  not  an  inattentive  ob« 
ferver  of  thofe  proceedings  ;  fhe  affimilated  the 
.  cafe  of  the  Americans  to  her  own,  and  fympa- 
thized  with  them  during  the  progreft  of  the  war  j 
fhe  confidered,  that  if  Great  Britain  fhould  efta- 
blifh  her  power  of  internal  taxation  on  America, 
flie  herfelf  was  to  become  the  next  viftim,  Una- 
ble  to  cope  with  Great  Britain  lingly,  America 
was  fecretly  aflifted  by  France.  At  length,  in 
1778,  the  French  threw  oflF  the  made,  and  no- 
tified by  their  ambaffador  to  the  Britifh  minifter, 
that  they  had  formed  an  ofFenfive  and  defehfive 
alliance  iw^ith  America.  Things  then,  indeed, 
aflumed  a  moft  ferious  afped.  Great  Britain  was 
alarmed,  Ireland  grew  difcontented,  arid  her  ma- 
nufaaur^s  were  flationary.  She  exclaimed 
agaii^ft  uie  injuftice  of  Great  Britain,  for  with- 
holding from  her  the  colonial  trade,  and  urged 
it  moft  forcibly  in  her  own  parliament.  Alarmed 
t)y  the  danger  of  lofing  America,  Great  Britain 
yidded  to  the  neceflity  of  cultivating  the  affec- 
tions of  Ireland,  and  by  encreafing  Iri(h  refources, 
to  enlarge  Irifh  ability  to  fticcour  and  fupport  her. 
Thefe  confiderations  induced  her  to  admit  Ireland 
into  a  (hare  of  her  trade  with  the  colonies.  The 
crifis  at  which  this  took  place,  may  fuggeft  a 
4oubt,  whether  it  proceeded  from  an  enlarged 
fpirit  of  liberality,  or  merely  of  felf-intereft  ;  I 
wi(h  I  could  fatisfaftorily  afcribe  it  to  the  former 
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motive.  The  attempt  to  tax  America  made  a 
ftrong  impreffioii  on  the  Irifti  mind.  What  advan^ 
tage,  they  faid,  could  accrue  from  the  enlarge- 
ment of  their  trade,  if  Crreat  Britain  fliould  have 
a  power  to  make  laws  by  which  their  property 
might  be  affefted  ?  Ih  1782,  Great  Britain  ac* 
knowledged  the  independence  of  America ;  and 
learning  wifdom  from  misfortune,  fhe  faw  the 
necelfity  as  well  as  thejuftice,  of  yielding  to  the 
wiflies  of  Ireland,  and  of  admitting  her  to  (hare  in 
Britifti  freedom.  By  the  conflitutional  adjuft- 
ment  of  that  year,  the  fole  power  of  making 
laws  for  the  internal  regulation  and  taxation  of 
Ireland  was  vefted  in  her  own  parliament.  This 
folemn  recognition  of  her  independent  legiflative 
power  is  now  coniidered  by  Ireland  as  her  Magna 
Charta.  Can  we  then  be  furprized,  if  Ihe  be 
tremblingly  alive  to  any  meafure  which  may  tend 
to  infringe  it  ? 

In  1785,  the  commercial  propofitions  were 
introduced  in  the  Iriih  parliament ;  they  had  been 
framed  in  Grdat  Britain,  and  of&red  by  Mr. 
Orde,  for  fettling  the  intercourfe  in  commerce 
between  the  two  nations,  and  the  contribution 
which  was  to  be  furniflied  by  Ireland  towards  the 
fiipport  of  the  Britifli  navy.  The  mode  of  contri- 
bution was  judicioufly  planned  by  regulating  it 
according  to  the  encreafe  of  her  commerce. — 
Thefe  propofitions  were  reprefented  by  Mr,  Orde 
as  perfedly  fatisfaftory  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  fo 
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much  were  they  approved  of  in  thelrifli  houfc 
of<:ommc«is,  that  upon  a  diyifion,  thetcliersof 
oppofition  had  none  to  tell.      Thefe  propofitions 
having  been  fent  back  again  to  Great  Britain^ 
met  v(rith  great  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  comr 
mons,  chiefly  raifed  by  petitions  prefented  againft 
them  by  the  trading  intereft*     They  underwent 
many  alterations^  and  had  ten  propofitione. added 
to  them.     They  were  again  laid^  as  altered^.by 
Mr.  Orde,  before   the  Irilh  houfe  of  commons, 
who  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in,  a  bill  for  eflab- 
liOiing  them  >  but  upon  thj^  difcuilion  of  th^t  mor 
tion,  fome  of  the  additional  propofitions  were 
ftrongly  objeded  to,  as  tending  to  infringe  upon 
the  acknowledged  independence  of  the  Irilh  legifr 
lature;     It  is  not  improbable,  that  having  been 
introduced  as  additional  propofitions    to   tbofc 
which  had  been  fla.ted  as  &tisfadx)ry  to  Great 
Britain  (no  part  of  which  in  any  fort  pointed  to 
CQnilitutional  queftions)  and  the  people  of  Ire* 
land,  being  particularly  jealous  at  that  time,o{  zny 
thing  which  tended  to  touch  upon  her  con^tu- 
tion  fo  recently  eftablilhedi    this  circumftane^ 
might   have  created  an  oppofition  to  makers, 
wljiich  in  other  circumftances  migl^t  h;ave  pa0ed 
.without  notice.     Although  Mr.  Orde's  motion 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  nineteen,  he  did  not^ 
however,  introduce  the  bill,  and  no  further,  pror 
ceedings  were  taken. towaids  carrying  th?it  mea" 
lure  into  effeft,  he  probably  judging,  that  an  ad- 
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juftment  of  fuch  confequcnce  to  the  connexion 
between  the  two  nations,  required  a  more  general 
approbation.  Had  the  bill  been  introduced,  h 
might  perhaps  have  been  fo  framed,  as  to  remove 
the  particular  objeftions  urged  againft  them  ; 
but  thofe  very  propofitions  contained  every  thing 
whicn  related  to  the  commercial  interefts  of  Ire- 
land, as  fully,  equitably,  and  beneficially  to  both 
nations,  as  can  be  effected  by  the  propofed 
Union.  Had  that  bill  paifed,  all  the  commercial 
queftions  under  debate  wotild  have  been  adjufted, 
and  the  fpeciiic  contribution  afcertained  to  be 
had  by  Ireland  towards  the  fupport  of  the  navy  j 
and  furely  fuch  a  bill  as  might  have  been  then 
brought  in,  may  flill  be  paffe'd,  without  infring- 
ing on  the  legiffative  independence  of  Ireland,—. 
It  has  been  reported,  that  meetings  have  been  had 
between  the  Britlih  minifter  and  feveral  perfons 
holding  high  oi&ces  in  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe 
of  digefting  the  plan  of  the  intended  Union,  and 
that  the  refult  in  refpeft  of  the  formation  of  the 
united  parliament,  has  been  to  the  following  pur* 
port :  That  both  houfes  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
(hall  remain  in  their  prefent  ftate,  perfed  and 
entire  ;  that  Ireland  fhall  furniHi  to  the  houfe  of 
lords  32  members,  namely,  28  ,lay  lords  and 
4fpiritual,  and  that  100  members  Ihall  be  added 
by  Ireland  to  the  ^itiih  houfe  of  commons.  In 
a  parliament  thus  conftituted,  the  Irifh  lord» 
would  make  one- tenth  of  the  united  houfe  of 
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lords,  and  the  commons  i^ount  to  one  iixth  of 
that  body.  Such  is  the  intended  plan  of  the 
united  parliament,  to  be  fubftituted  in  the  place  of. 
that  which  now  exifts  in  Ireland.  By  a  parlia- 
ment thus  compoled,  all  laws  to  aSe£l  the  united 
kingdoms  are  to  be  ena£ted  ;  but  what  influence; 
can  fo  fcanty  a  proportion  of  Iriih  members  have 
upon  the  decifions  of  the  legiflative  body  ?  In 
the  name  of  common  fenfe,  can  any  one  imagine 
that  fuch  laws  will  noi  be  adually  made  by  the 
preponderating  power  of  the  Britifh  members  I 
The  determination  mud  ever  be  the  fame  as  if 
the  loo  cyphers  of  Iriih  members  did  not  fit 
in  fuch  parliament  :  friflimen  cannot  be  fatis- 
fied  with  fuch  a  mockery  of  reprefentatson.— - 
When  they  ihall  feel  the  increafe  of  their  taxes, 
(which  certainly  will  be  the  cafe)  they  will  attri- 
bute it  to  their  being  laid  on  by  the  Britiih  mem- 
bers who  impofe  taxes,  the  weight  of  which  they 
do  not  feel,  and  which  they  may  be  induced  to 
lay  on,  in  order  to  alleviate  burthens  -  of  their 
own.  Ireland  may  have  abundant  reafon  to  com- 
pare the  ta'xes  to  be  impofed  with  thofe  formerly 
laid  on  by  her  own  parliament.  Iriflimen  will 
lament  the  irremediable  change,  and  their  legal 
inability  to  be  reftored  to  their  former  conftitu* 
tion.  Univerfal  difcontent  may  enfu€,  and  what 
fatal  confequences  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  the  empire  ;nay  refult,  and  how  far  it  may  en- 
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danger  the  conne>tion  between  the  two  iflands,  T 
tremble  to  anticipated 

It  has  been  reprefented  that  Ireland  is  fo  cir- 
cumftanced,  that  fhe  muji  fubmit  to  the  power  of 
Great  Britain ;  that  fhe  has  no  army,  no  navy, 
and  no  other  alternative  but  to  embrace  French 
fraternity,  the  mifery  of  which  cannot  be  repre- 
fented in  too  ftrong  colours.     Wretched  as  the 
defpotifm  of  France  is  at  ptefent,  by  following 
wild  theories  of  imprafticable  government,  it  is 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  things  that  (he  ifliould 
remain  for  ever  in  her  prefent  ftate  of  anarchy  ; . 
the  fever  muft  at  length  fubfide,  and  a  rational 
form  of  government  fucceed.     She  may  then  gra- 
dually recruit  her  navy,  and  take  her  proper  fta- 
tronin  the  fc  ale  of  Europe,  while  her  inveterate 
implacable  animofity  to  Great  Britain  will  never 
fubfide.     She  will  court   every   opportunity  of 
humbling  that  formidable  rival,  and  fhould  dif- 
contents  at  ^ny  future  period  prevail  in  Ireland,, 
will  J:afce  every  ftep  to  foment  them.     She  will 
not  fail  to  inftnu^te  how  grofsly  Ireland  has  been  ^ 
duped,  by  exchanging  her  independent  parlia- 
ment for  the  mockery  of  legiflative  reprefentation." 
Should  (he  findfuch  ilifinuations  operate,  Ihe  will 
add  her  fraternal  offers  of  4S^ancipation,  and 
entef  into  a  fimilair  offenfive  aiici  defenfive  alliance 
with  Ireland  as  fhe  did  with  America. 

Let  Great   Britain  beware  of  prefuming  too 
much  upon  her  own  ftrength  and  our  Aveakuefs* 
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If  there  be  a  prudent  jealpufy  in  the  Britiffi  Con- 
ftitution,  refpeftin^  the  difpofal  of  the  public 
purfe ;  if  the  commons  have  been  fo  tenacious 
of  that  rights  that  they  will  not  fuffer  the  lords 
even  to  make  an  addition  to  a  pecuniary  fine,  laid 
on  by  them,  will  Ireland  be  fatisfied  to  be  taxed 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  R"iti(h  parliament  ?  for 
fuch  the  imperial  parliament  mufi  in  fad  be  con* 
fidcred^  I  fliall  now  fhortly  obferve  upon  the 
circumiftances  of  the  two  nations,  in  refpe£l  of 
finance.  A  confiderable  increafe  of  taxation 
muft  neceflarily  take  place  in  Ireland,  if  fhe  is  to 
bear  a  part  of  the  difcharge  of  the  Britifh  debt* 
I  fhall  flate  its  amount  from  Mr.  Pitt's  reprefen* 
tatipn  during  the  lafl  ifeflion.  Great  Britain  owes 
about /<?^r  hundred  millions.  The  annual  charge 
arifing  from  that  debt,  for  intereft  an4  annuities, 
amounts  to  upwards  oi  twenty  millions  s^nd  an  half, 
of  which  four  millions  and  an  half  are  appropria- 
ted aa  a  finking  fund  ^  on  the  other  hand,  the 
aiinual  charge  upon  Ireland  for  intereft  and  annu- 
ities,  amounts  to  fbmewhat  more  than  one  millioa 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  of  which  one  hun-^ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  is  applicable  as  a  finking 
fund.  The  rental  of  Great  Britaia  fcarcely 
neaches  twenty-eight  millions,  and  that  of  Ireland,, 
whofe' contents  are  about  one-third  of  thofc  of 
Great  Britain,  may  be  .eftimated  at.  about  fevcn 
millions. 
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Certain  refolutions  have  been  laid  before  his 
oiajcfty  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  dating 
the  outlines  of  the  intended  Union,  one  of  which, 
the  7th,  applies  to  this  part  of  the  fubjeft.  ^  It  is 
therefore  propofed,  **  That  the  interejt^  or  finking 
fundyfor  the  redu^ion  (f  the  principal  of  the  debt  in- 
curved  in  ^either  kingdom  before  the  Union  Jhall  cpnti-- 
nue  to  befeparately  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  and  Ire-' 
land  refpe^ivelyJ^  This  applies  to  that  part  only 
of  the  intereft,  which  is  appropriated  as  a  finking 
fund,  but  is  totally ^/^^/  in  refpeft  of  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  charge  occafioned  by  their  re- 
fpedive  d^bts,  the  annual  charge  of  which 
amounts  to  fixteen  millions,  to  be  paid  by  Great 
Britain,  and  to  one  million  to  be  paid  by  Ireland. 
I  fhould  collect  from  the  filence  of  miniftry,  up- 
on a  fubjeft  of  fu<:h  magmtudd,  that  it -is  intend- 
ed, that  Ireland  fhould  be  chargeable  with,  and 
fubjeft  to  fame  part  of  that  enormous  debt.  Should 
this  take  place,  and  the  part  to  be  paid  by  Ireland 
be  proportioned  to  her  rental,  it  might  occafion 
an  additional  dnnual  charge  upon  Ireland  of  two 
millions  and  an  half.  Additional  taxes  muft  then 
be  laid  on  Ireland,  to  raife  this  enormous  charge, 
which  is  far  beyond  her  abilities  to  fupport. 
She  will  fink  under  the  burthen,  will  grow  def- 
perate,  and  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  re- 
lief. The  rapid  encreafe  of  debt  in  Ireland  for 
thcfe  laft  two  turbulent  and  difaftrous  years,  has 
occafioned  a  great  encreafe  of  taxes,  which  the 
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poverty  of  her  people  feels  already^  moft  heavily. 
But  (hould  fuch  an  addition  to  their  taxes  be  made, 
as  will  be  fuiScient  to  raife  this  additional  annual 
charge,  it  wfll  in  cffe£l  be  putting  Ireland  into  a 
.  ftate  of  requifition. ;  and  further,  Ireland  would 
not  only  fuffer  in  the  quantum  of  its  amount, 
but  alfo  in  its  application.  The  whole  fum  fo  le- 
vied would  be*  drawn  out  of  this  kingdom  into 
Great  Britain,  and  applied  there  to  the  difcharge 
of  her  debt.  Such  a  drain  would  gradually  dimi- 
nifh,  and  in. a  few  years  annihilate  the  fpecie  of 
Ireland  ;  the  courfe  of  exchange  would  come  to 
be  fo  high,  that  not  a  finglc  guinea  would  be  left 
in  that  kingdom.  Commerce  would  ceafe  from 
want,  of  capital,  bankruptcies  enfue,  and  the 
taxes  become  unproduftive,  from  the  decay  of 
trade.  Great  Britain  would  too  late  feel  the  im- 
policy of  .fuch  a  meafure.  If  it  is  meant  that  Ire- 
land fliould  not  be  affefted  by  the  debt  of  Great 
Britain,  it  will  require  much  ingenuity,  indeed, 
to  form  fpch  a  plan  of  arrangement  between  the 
two  nations,  as  fhall  fecure  each  from  being  af- 
feded  by  the  debt  of  the  other,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  to  fecure  Ireland,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
the  power  of  taxing  Ireland  is  to  be  veiled  in  the 
pnited  parliament,  more  properly  to  be  called  the 
Britifh  parliameiu,  and  that  Great  Britain  is  not 
to  be  affefted  by  the  taxes  which  fhall  be  impoff^ 
ppon  Ireland.     I  would  fuppofe  that  by  the  ^ti-^ 

flCjS  of  Upion,  it  ihouM  ht  agrjeed  that  Irejand 
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ihottld  he  indemnified  againft  that  debt,  and 
tbereuppn  confent  to  give  up  her  only  fecurity, 
her  own  parliament.  Can  (he  exped:  that  Tuch 
.articles  will  be  adhered  to  longer  than  Great  Bri- 
tain fhall  find  convenient  ?  Is  not  felf-intereft  the 
primary  motive  which  governs  the  adions  of  one 
nation  towards  another?  The  omnipotence  of  pailia- 
ment  does  not  extend  to  prevent  any  future  parlia- 
ment from  repealing  or  altering  laws  which  former 
parliaments  havc'enaSed.  Where  is  the  tribunal 
to  which  Ireland  can  appeal,  if  fuch  articles  fo- 
lemnly  entered  into  by  the  prefent  parliament  (hall 
be  infringed  by  any  fucceeding  parliament.  There 
is  none  other  which  I  know  of  but  that  of  refort- 
ing  to  fiyft  principles,  which  God  forbid  fliould 
ever  become  neceflary.  Ireland  knows,  that  while 
h^r  own  parliament  fubfifts,  her  liberties  are  fe- 
cure,  and  I  truft,  will  have  more  good  fenfe  and 
virtue  than  to  exchange  the  fecurity  fhe  now  has, 
for  the  precarious  tenure  of  retaining  her^  lib  erties 
fo  long  as  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  (for 
fuch  I  muft  ever  confider  the  united  parliament 
conftituted  in  the  mannler  propofed  to  be^  Aall 
be  gracioully  pleafed  to  permit  her  to  enjoy 
them. 

Having  clearly  ihewn,  that  an  Union  to  be 
formed  agreeable  to  the  dutline  laid  before  his 
Mljefty,  will  not  identify  the  two  nations,  but » 
that  all  thofe  dt/iinil  interefts  in  pecuniary,  and 
other  mattiprS)  which  I  have  pointed  out,  will 
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continue  as  they  do,  under  the  now  fubfifting 
connexion  between  them.  It  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  things,  that  ^;i^ /^r//^;n^/2/ fliould  afford  fccu- 
rity  to  the  liberties  of  two  nations  thus  circum« 
ftanced,  '. 

Notwithftanding  that  It  appears  to  me.  totally 
impradicabk,  that  any  Union  can  be  formed  be* 
tween  thofe  nations,  by  which  they  fliall  be  fo  per- 
fectly identified,  as  that  there  ihall  not  remain 
any  diftinfit  intereft  between  them.  Yet,  as  it 
may  be  poffible,  that  perfons  of  fuperior  abilities 
may,  contrary  to  my  expeftation,  be  able  here- 
after to  fuggeft  fuch  a  plan  of  Union  between 
thofe  two  nations,  as  fliall  perfeftly  identify  them, 
in  which  cafe  one  legiflature  may  be  well  fuited 
to  their  government,  h  will  become  a  matter  of 
much  importance,  that  their  parliament  fhould 
be  10  formed,  as  to  produce  fatisfaftion  to  both 
nations,  be  beft  fuited  to  the  exercife  of  the  legit 
latiye  functions,  and  Ihould  mbft  effeftually  fe» 
cure  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

In  an  arrangement  for  the  perpetual  Union  of 
two  nations,  much  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  and  it  fliould  at  leaft  carry 
the  appearance  of  being  adjufted  upon  the  fcale  of 
cqu'ality.  Wherefore  then  fhould  the  diminution 
of  the  numbers  entirely  fall  upon  the  parliament 
of  ane  of  the  nations  to  be  united,  whilft  the 
parliament  of  the  other  fhall  remain  perfed  and 
entire?  The  Iriih  houfe  of  lords  conlifting  of 
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•230  is    intended  by  the  propbfed  plan,  to  be'  de- 
creafed  fix-fevenths    of  its  members,    who  \  are 
thereby  to  be  deprived  of  their  hereditary  right  of 
fitting  in  parliament ;  and  the  Irifh^  houfe  of 
commons  to  be  reduced  two-thirds  of  its  mem- 
bers.    The  proportion  of  the  houfe  of  lords  if 
to  confift  of  nearly  nine*tenths  Britilb,  and  one-- 
tenth  Iriih  members ;  and  that  of  the  commons^ 
five-fi;8:th5  Britijhf  and  ohe-fixth  Iri/h.     The  cir- 
cumftance  of  thle  numbers  in  the  two  houfes  being* 
fo  difproportionate   proved  that  they  have   not 
been  adjufted  upon  any  fcientific  principle  of  cal- 
culation, but  are  intended  to  be  dictated  to  Ire- 
land,, not  proportioned  to  her  claiin.     If  refcr- 
.  cnce  is  had  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Union  with  Scot- 
land, it  will  appear,,  that  confideration  was  had,' 
both  to  the  population  and  territorial  property  of 
the  refpe£tive  nations,  from  which  the  proportion 
of  members  for  each  nation  was  adjufted.     That 
mod^  of  proceeding  was  aSing  upon  an  acfcnow- 
ledged  political  principle,  that  of  eftabliihing  their 
numbers  according  to  their  juft  claims.     I  fhali 
not  take  upon  myfelf  to  point  out  the  juft  pro- 
portion to  which  each  nation  ought  to  be  entitled, 
but  (ball  ftate  fome  extrads  from  the  Jlatijiical 
tables^  publiftied  in  1789,  which  not  having  been 
framed  fox  any  particular  party  purpofiit  may 
with  propriety  be  reibrted  to  for  information. 
From  thefe  it  appears,  that  the  fuppofed  popula- 
tion of  i^uth  Britain  is  8,100,000,  that  of  Scot- 
land, 
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land^  one  million  and  an  half^  and  that  of  Iceland, 
three  millions  forty  thoufand.  That  the  contents 
of  South  Britain  are  54, 1 1 2  fquare  miles,  that 
of  Scotland  25,600  fquare  miles,  and  that 
of  Ireland  28,012  fquare  miles,  all  ^Englifh 
meafure.  I  ihould  fuppqle^  it  not  fit  from- the 
truth,  that  the  land  contained  in  Ireland  may  be 
coniidered  equal  in  point  of  v.alue  to  the  average 
of  the  liand^  contained  in  South  and  North  Bri- 
tain. It  is  obfervabLe,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
Union  with  Scotland,  the  Englifli  houfe  of  lords 
did  not  confift  of  more  than  one  moiety  of  its  pre- 
fent  number,  which  occafioned  the  prof>ortion  of 
Scotch  peers  in  the  Britifli  houfe  to  be  no  more 
than  fixteen.  The  Britifh  houfe  of  commons, 
confiding  of  558  members,  is  abeady  lb  un- 
wieldy, a  body  for  a  deliberative  affembly,  that  it 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  add  to  its 
numbers  fo  many  as  the  proportion  to  which  Ire« 
land  would  be  entitled.  I  fhall  therefore  fubmit 
the  following  plan  for  confideration,  as  better 
fuited  to  the  mode  of  forming  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, if  fuch  kingdoms  ihould  be  united,  than 
that  of  which  it  would  be  confUtuted,  according 
to  the  arrangement  herein  before- mentioned •— 
In  the  firft  place,  the  due  proportion  (hquld  be 
afcert|ined  to  which  Ireland  ought  to  be  entitled, 
the  relative  circumftances  of  each  nation  being 
juftly  compared  with  each  other.  I  (hall  then 
recommend,  that  inftead  of  .adding  fuch  propor- 
tional number  pf  Irifh  members  to  the  firitifh 
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houfeofcommont,  fo  many  of  the  reprefentar 
tivi^js^of  the  foinor  boroughs  of  Great  Britain  ihall 
be  ftruck  off^  as  Will  make  fufficient  room  for  the 
number  to  be  iadded  to  the  houfe  of  commons  as 
repre&ntatives  fcEr  Ireland  i  thefe  to  confift  of  two 
members  fqr  eadi  coqnty^  great  town  and  cityv 
and  o£^ne  rejirefenltati've  for  each  of  towns  next 
ifk  confequence  to  them.  -   This  plan  will  prevent 
the  inconvenience  of  enlarging  that  body^  rather, 
too  numerous  in  its  prefent  ilate^  .and  it  will  pco* 
ddce.  a  .moft  effenAzl  parliamentary . reform^  by. 
purging  the  houfe  of  commons  of  one  moiety  of 
the  Britifh  repref^mtatii/^es  for  fuch  boroughs  as 
have  been  confidered  ais'  exceptionable,  and  its 
effe^  upon  the  Irifi)  part  of  the  reprefentation 
Willftill  /»0rf  comprehenflve,  as  thereby  the  whole 
number,  of  the  members  reprefeming  their  in%- 
nificant  boroughs  will  be  (Irucic  off.  This  re&ma. 
will  be  effede4  without  infringing  any  one  coo-'^ 
fiitutional  principle. ;  If  the  legiflativ^  fundions 
for  both/nations  (hall  be  performed  by  one  parH^r, 
nUnty,  it  is.efliential  to  the  interefts  of  the  ^/Tij^ir^,* 
that  it  be.  fo.  arranged  as  to  furniih  the  bed  pp(fi*>: 
ble  fecurity  for  the  prefervatiqn  of  the  cofiiftiiM^ 
tiohal  libertiefs  of:  the  united  >natiQn$k    I  ib^U:^ 
again,  however,;  repeat  it,  thatt  Jwbe^e  fo:  t6»fk% 
inteifefts  fpbftantially  diftinft  and  ilBtcomi^ibl^aij; 
I  have  already  pointed  out,,  n^aft  neceifferily  fubfift: 
bdtw^en  the  two  kingdoms, .  it  Is  not  pp$W?,  tha^j 
the '  legiflative  fiJnftions  for  bpth-ftj^ticms  can  be., 
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performed  Iff  ^0  {MrliaiiieAt  trtth  that  equidit]^ 
itid  impartiality^  \rhich  might  be  expeSed  front 
iiV  if  ihofe  kingdoms  iffttt  petfeSHy  idemified.^^ 
]js  rdpe&  of  the  houfe  of  lofd»,  it  may  be  proper 
to  add  to  the  Britiih  houfe,  f»cb  nwtibef  of  InStk 
peer»  aa  may  be  their  due  proportsbny  accordii^ 
to  the  prefafit  number  conftituting  the^it^ 
houfe  of  peers  ^  and  provifiooi  fliould  be  madc^ 
that  if  the  nismber  of  the  peers  ibouM  bereaftev 
be  cncreafedv :&Kji^  ntisriber  flumU  be  added  to 
the  Irifh  peera  to  6t  m  fteh  houfe^  as  ihould 
be  JitzeSskVf  t&  preferve  the  fame    propor^a* 

There  has  bttely  been  publiffacd  a  pamphlet^entt- 
dedy  ^  Obfecvatoosi^  upon  that  part  of  the  Speaker't 
Speech  which  relates  to  Trade."    The  authoa 
lAtroduceff  fereral  returns  of  tiie  imports  and 
e$:ports:  from  Great  Fritain^  and  Ireland,  for 
three  years,  ending  the  5^1  January,  1799,  ac* 
ei^wiing^^  10  ^Ant  cutrent  priiBes  of  th^  imports  from 
kehuid  into  l&reat  Britaixv  nuide  by  MnTbomat 
lirvine^  iofpefijor  general  of  fbe  imports  and  eit» 
port*  of  C^eat  Brscaiiu    As  I  vnderftand  tbole 
rettirtis,  they*  ftate  the  ciifrent  prices  of  the  im»- 
pok^  froin^lretund^  when  brought  mto  the  Sritifl^ 
T^rheti    Tlhdk  accounts  were  made^out  by  the 
dtttfSUoi^  of^Loid  Auckland,  and  laid  before  the 
BAiAth  hi^ufe  d  lords.    His  pbjefi:  was,  to  Saw 
how  great  the  balance  of  trade  carried  on  between* 
tfie  two  ]dngdoms,  was  in  ^^ouf  of  Irehnd, 
whxcbhid  lordibip  dated  thus,  ^*  upoit  our  entire 
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mdc  with  lrdc^>  ihc  aimoa!!  bahmce  In  her 
farrour  is  above  two  miHioiu*.  The  author  of 
that  painphlet,  adopting  Lord  .AAK^land'^^  infe- 
mke  from  fatd  returna,  (Ute$  fthe  balance  of 
itnule  carried  ^n  between  Great  Britaial  and  Ire* 
fand,  to  \t£%^oi%^%^  in  i^om  of  Ireland^ 
whicii  fun  fae  aUe^cf  that  Ireland  annually  pAm 
jby  fudb  trade* 

,.  In  coofidcdng  this  fnbjdSk,  I  ftall  ftippofe  Mr.. 
Irvine'f  wtiiiiis  cofw&,  both  in  refpcA  of' the 
iqoanttties  «f  the  commodttie»  they  relate  to^ 
aad  their  nelpeiSdve  valuea.  ^prm  mtftaluDs  may 
%t  libttced  in  tfaesn^  which  I  attribute  to  errors  in 
the. prefix  It  fbtU  be. my  bteSnels  to  examine^ 
whether  the  comclufion  drawn  fr4«  t  ho&  t^om^ . 
jie  ^adlacioiss.  In  coniidering  that  queftioHt  I 
ftall  nx>t  fuqutre  whether  the  articles  included  in 
ibch  returns  have  been  properly  named  by  Mr. 
Fofijer,  whether  they  aw  artkks  of  the  firfi  ne- 
tfiffi^^  or  iall  under  thi$9  w  th»t  de£cription, 
but  I  (hall  take  difm  Oerely  as  articles  of  com« 
merce^  without  any  diftiaftioii  whatfoever. 

Thefe  returns  fta^  the  Wrent  price  la  the 
Brkifi^  market  of  the  different  articles  imported 
irom  Ireland*  im4  aj^  the  current  prices  in  that 
market  of  the  nicies  e^cported  to  Ireland*  caU 
cttlate  their  annual  »nK>unt  ju:cording  to  fuci^ 
prices^  fubftrad  tfa^  produce  of  the  exports  to 
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Ireland,  from  the  produce  of- t^e'impom  from 
Ireland,  and  concludes  that  the  diffdrence  between 
them  16  the  amouAt  of  the  gajn  of  Ireland. 

In  order  to  form  a  proper  judgment  vhetfaer 
fuch  conclufion  be  juft^  I  (haH  anaJffe  the  fum 
produced  in  the  Britifh  market  upon  *  the  fale  of. 
the  commodities  imported  from  Ireland ;'  it 'conr 
fifts  of  four  parts— the  price  paid  in  Irehhd  for 
thefe  commodities^  the  e)cpencb  of  tranfportation 
to  the  London  market,  t^e  profits  of  the'  meri- 
chant,  and  the  caftoms  paid  "Upon  thein  import. 
I  am  well  informed  that  the  average  rate  of  in^ 
furance  during  thofe  three  fears  referred  to, 
amounted  to  4  pcfr  cent.,  taking-  t|ierefore  the 
who^e  expence  of  tranfportatidn  at  5  per  cent., 
vsxixH  certainly  under-rate  it,  which  I  xshoofe  to  do 
to  prevent  caviL  I  (hail  take  *  the '  expence '  of 
tranfportation  at  5  per*  cent.^  and  eftimate  :the 
merchant's  profit  according  to  that  ftated  by.  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  t:omputing  the  income  tax  at  15  pter  cent,, 
and  take  the  amount  of  the  cuftotns  at  £,A7yS^^ 
as  Hated  by  Lord  Auckland.  Thbfe  parrs  of  the 
value^  6f  the  commodities  according:  to  their 
prices  in  the  BHtifh  market  return  into  the  mer^ 
chant's  pocket,  they  cannot  produce  any  gain 
to  Ireland,  and  'therefore  ought  to  be  deduded 
from  fuch  eftimated  value.  The  remainder  will  be 
the  Turn  a6lually  received  by  Ireland ,'  as  the  price 
of  her  exported  commodities  j  after  deducing 
the  amoj^int  of  the  cuftoms  paid,  there  will  re* 
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main  a  fum  of  JCs^S^S^iig^  five-fixtlis  of  which 
confticute  the  primie  cdfl:  paid  in  Ireland^  and 
one-listh.the  twenty  per  cent,  upon  that  fum 
thus,  £.  s. 

Prime  coft 'paid  in  Ireland  4,637,627     10 

20  per  cent,  upon  fuch  prime  coft  927,561  10 
Guftoms  paid  upon  the  import  479500      o 


Value  as.per  Irvine's  returns         5,612^689^     a 

Thcfe'fumsof  £927^^61  los.  and  jC47j5^^  tmk- 
ing  ^975^1  los:  muft  be  dedufted  from  Mr* 
Irvine's  returft  of  balance,  £.        /. 

55,o56;,844      o 
97S>o$i     10 

Leaves    the    real    balante    of^  ^  ^g^    g^     ^^ 
s  trade  in  fttv.our  of  Ireland,      3    ' 


•   « 

« 
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An  application  to  the  infpefltor  of  imports  and 

exports  in  the  port  of  London  was  certainly  welt 

calculated,  to  magnify  t|ie  apparent  balance  ia 

favour  of  Ireland ;  I  lhali  now  ftate  the  balance, 

as  it.  wpuld  have  appeared  upon  fimilar  returnls 

made  by  the  i^ifpedor  of  the  imports  and  exports, 

in  the  port  of  Dtiblin,  according  to  Mr.  Irvine's 

mode  of  calculation,i  jT.  $, 

Price  paid  in  Dublin  for  the  "J 

commodities  exported  from'>  4,637,6^27     10 
•    thence  injo  Great  Britain.     3   i  i 

Price 
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Price  paid  in  London  for  [^y 

commodiUcs  exported  to  lxe'>  S^S 559^4$      ^' 

land.  J 

20  per  cent,  upon  that  fum     -        f  1x1169      o 

X^uftonis  upon  their  import  into  ^ 

Ireland*  as  ftatedby  Lord>     539f9oo      p 
Auckland^  j 

Produce  in  the  Iri(h  market  49806^014  o 
Fro«o  above  Ai^^jS^iJ     i^ 

Balance  in  favour  of   Great?      ^x*  ^«^     .^* 
Britain.  j      *^*^5««     !<> 

^he  imports  therefore  from  Gfeat  Britain 
inrould  have  produced  j^  1,250, 169  more  in  Dub* 
lin  than  what  they  colt  in  London,'  and  a  balance 
ef  jC<^393^^  1^^*  >w<^ukl  have  been  fi:n»e^  ia 

favour  of  Great  Britainy  inftead  of  j|^ 0^56,844 
in  fan)our  of  Ireland  as  ^ated  froiQ  Mr.  Irvine's 
returns.  That  balance  however  ftruck  in  favour 
of  Great  Britain  would  have  been  eqiiaUy  erro- 
neous, with  that  ftruck  by  Mr.  Irving  in  favour 
of  Ireland  and  for  (imilar  reafons.  In  my  judg* 
ment  'the  proper  mode  pf  afcertaining  the  balance 
of  trade  between  two  nations^  is,  by  comparing 
the  amounf  of  the  fums  paid  iii  (hcb  refpeftive 
markets  witii  eachpther,  for  the  commodities 
ijxportcd  by  them.    Mr.  Iryipe^s  returns  ftate  the 

amoynt 
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amouftt  of  tbt  Take  ef  tht  exports  from  Great 

Brkdit  to  irels^  at  £*       .s. 

5,555,845.     o 

I  hare  (betm  that  tfat  tahie  of 

tbe    dxport^  from   Ireland^  4^37>627     id 
.  amofiuied  there  tp 


The  reiat  balance  of  trade  £s?  .  ^q.  ^q  ^ 
therefarii  5  1,081,78a     ro 

*  I  am  perfedly  fefirfible,  that  the  commerce 
i>et ween  Gre&t  Brkain  and  Ireland  is  a  great  ad* 
taiitage  tO'Ireland^  but  i  tr«ift,  that  I  hare  (hewn 
drat  the  balance  ki  her  favour  baa  been  greatly 
exaggerated,  both  hf  lord  Auckland  and  the 
atithdr  of  that  pamphlet.  It  is  by  this  balance 
that  Ireland  is  enabled  to  remit  thoie  ^f  ge  &ms 
wMdh  are  annually  draim  Into^  Great  Britain  by 
her  abfentee^,'  the  prodtice  of  whofe  eftates  Mr* 
Rtt  ftatet  at  offte  millkyn. 

I  hare  t^n^ht  it  neceflary  that  Great  Britain 
ftould  know  ^haff  the  real  lofs  amounts  ioy 
which  ftpefaftaiM  by  he»  trade  with  Ireland,  aad^ 
diat  if  eland  Ihoutd  be  klformed  of  the  acnountof 
ihe  gain  which  arifes  to  her,  froo^her  trade  with 
Great  Britain* 

'  I  have  read  with  nmctr  aftonifimient  that  part 
of  Lotd  Auckland's  speech,  wherein  afiier  ftaling 
from  Mh'^Irrine'tf  returns,  that  ^theralue  of  the 
imports  i^to  Great  Brhasn  from  alL  Ae  world 
amounted  (0^4^,963^000,  and  that  of  her  exports 
to  ^48,000,000,  he  ccnchides,^  that  the  balance  of 
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trade  carried  on  by  Great  Bfitaiyt  whiirtfi/  ij^ 
world  ^movtnts  to  one  million  Jin  her  f^yotft;*! 
Thus  ftating  that  the  balance  of  trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  Irelind  amounts  in  favour  [cf 
Ireland  to   double  that  bialsOice '  of  trade  which 
Great  Britain  has  in  her  favour^   from  her  fni« 
menfe  commerce  with,  all  the  world.  ■   That  ((atd. 
ment  fupp6rted  by  the  authority  of  a  perfoniof 
fuch  diiUnguiSied  abilities  aftd  clesft'nefs  .  of,  pn- 
derftanding^  add  upon  a  iiit)je&  to ; which  he  had 
direded  his  greatteft  att^miqin,  co^ldnpt  fail  t^ 
make  a  ftrong  knpreffion  upcli  fthe  mind  of  cy^rjit 
man  who  read  it ;  certainly  it  zijlr/l  produced 
that  effed  upon  me,  and  yet  I  found  it\very  dif« 
fkult  to  reconcile  it  with  the  idea  I  had  formed- 
of  the  immeQfe  weabh  which  Great  Bi^kaiii  de« 
rived  from  her  e^tenfive  trade  with  all  the  world; 
nor  couldl  conceive  ic./j||^/fthat;Great  Britain 
ihould  not  gain.  more,  from  her  trade,  with  the 
whole  world ^2^  me  half  of  wlM- Irekmd  gained 
from  .her  tride  with  Gnat  Brkain.    I  had  ever 
confider^dtbe  balance  of  trade  ia  favour  of  Great 
Britain  as*  and  of  her  principal  refburc^s^*  thefe 
confiderations  have  led  me  to  examine  the.  nature 
of  thofe  returns,  not  without  hope,  that  I  i^pqld 
find  that  Lord  Auckland's  conUufion  bad  ^ifen 
from  fome  error  or  mifconception*    I  ^o  ^pqfe 
that  in  Mr.  Irvine's  retunft,  the. '<lompiirifQn  of 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain  YiUk^ill^  world 
is  ftated  iii  the  fame  manner^  as  that  of  the  trade 
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between  Great  Briuiin  and  Ireland,  a  Ad  confe- 
qti:ently  that  the  value  of  the  imports  is  therein 
rated,  according  to  their  current  prices,  after 
their  being  brought  into  the*  Britifli  market.  It 
gives  me  much  fatisfeftion  to  find,  that  under- 
ftatiding  thus,  the  nature  of  thofc  returns  I  am 
enabled  to  remove  the  alarming  impreffion  which 
Lord  Auckland's  reprefentation  muft  have  occa- 
fiotted  in  the  mind  of  every  man  who  feels^  with 
tttty  a  warm  intereft  in  the  profperity  and  wel- 
fere  of  Great  Britain.  Upon  examining  thofc 
returns  I  find,  that  the  fame  caufe  which  pro*- 
duced  the  erroneous  reprefentation  of  the  balance 
of  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  has 
otcafioned  the  miftatement'  of  that  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  whole  world,  I  have  al- 
ready ihewn,  that  the  only  mode  by  which  the 
balance  of  trade  between  two  nations  dan  be  af- 
certained,  is,  by  cbmparing  the  fums  aSually 
received  by  each  nation  refpeftively  for  the  com- 
modities exported  by  them^  Mr.  Irvine's  returns 
of  the  amount  of  the  imports,  do  not  only  in- 
clude the  fum  paid  for  them  in  the  countries 
from  whence  they  came,  but  alfo  the  expence  of 
their  tranfportation,  the  cuftoms  upon  their  im-^ 
port  and  the  mierchant's  profit ;  all  thefe  make 
part  of  the  price  which  the  purchafer  pays  for 
them  in  the  Britifli  market,  thefe  additions  do 
not  confer  any  benefit  upon  the  country  from 
whence  they  are  exported^  or  occafion  any  lofs  to 
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tbat  country  into  >vbich  they  are  iatporied.  I 
{hall  eftimate  the  average  charge  of  importation 
from  the  different  parts  of  the  world  at  ten  per 
cent.,  which  mull  in  my  judgment  be  much  un* 
der-rated,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  infurance 
alone  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  is  four  per 
cent.  The  amount  of  the  cuftoms  paid  upon  the 
importation  has  been  dated  by  Lord  Auckland 
to  amount  10^6,897,500*,  that  fum  muft  there* 
fore  be  deduded  from  the  fum  of  jC4^>9^3»oo^ 
the  eflimated  value  of  the  imports,  the  remainder 
will  be  )C4Q»^^5>5o^  which  fum  is  made  up  of  ^he 
prime  coft,  the  charge  of  tranfportation,  and  the 
merchant's  profit.  Th<  merchant's  profit,  taken 
according  to  Mr.  Pitt's  eft imate  at  15  per  cent* 
and  being  added  to  10  per  cent,  (the  expence  of 
importation)  making  25  per  cent,  that  fum  of 
^^40,0655500  will  be  divided  thus  : 

Firft  coil,  -  ^  -  >C3 ^5^5 2^400 

Kxpence  of  importation  and  mer-*^ 

chant'^s  profit,   making    25  per  >      ^,015,100 

cent  upon  that  fum,  y 


9^ 


;4o,o65,5oo 
Amount  of  cuftams,.  -  -        6^897,500 

Value  of  imports  by  Irvine's  return,  £46^^629006 
The  frime  cofts  therefore  of  the  tfnports  com- 
pared with  the  prime  coft  of  the  exports^  will 
give  the  amount  of  the  real  balance  of  trade  in 
favour  of  Great  Britain : 

Prime 

*  Woodfall,  543. 


59 

ime  coft  of  cxpiprts  from 
Great  Britain,  -  -     1.48,000,000 

Prime  coft  of  impoits,        -  32,052,400 


•  ImU. 


Balance  of  trade  in  favour  of?         ,  ^  ^ 

Great  Britain,  -        -5         ^'^5,947,600 

The  amonnt  of  the  iiiiports  from  the  Weft 
Indies  have  been  very  properly  introducisd  in  Mr. 
Irvine's  returns,  as  conftituting  a  part  of  the 
balance  of  trade.  However,  the  gre?iter  part 
thereof,  inftead  of  occafioning  any  Iqfs  to  Greaj: 
Britain,  conftitutes  a  confiderable  part  of  her 
r,eJources\  they  are  in  fa^  remittances  to  tlie 
abfentee  proprietors  in  commodities  ijiftcad  of 
money»  Mr*  Pitt  dates  their  amount  at  five  mili- 
lions  nett,  taxable  as  income  ;  thefe  added  %o  the 
above  balances  of  trade  and  the  mjillion  annually 
remitted  from  Irela^d  to  her  abf(?ntees,  occafion 
an  annual  influx  of  money  into  Great  Britain  of 
nearly  twenty-two  millions.  Thefe  are  the  re- 
fources  which  have  enabled  Great  Britain  to  fup- 
ply  the  ftate  with  thofe  immenfe  fums  which  have 
been  raifed  during  the  prefent  wan 

The  meafure  which  has  bqen  under  <:onfidera- 
tionisfo  momentous  iiji  its  confqquences,  and  io 
complicated  in  its  nature,  that  it  requires  the 
moft  attentive  inveftigation.  I  have  endeavour- 
ed to  examine  it  in  its  various  ramificatlops,  and 
to  view  it  in  its  diflferent  bearings..  I  have  parti- 
cularly  attended  to  your  Lordlhip's  polition,  that 
tbe  only  mode  of  connexion  which  can  remove  <he 
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evil  of  feparation^  or  confer  th<5  ben^t  of  U^ion^ 
is  a  perfect  identity  of  governmc|it.  This  you 
lay  down  as  the  criterion  to  determine  whethei 
fuch  Legiflative  Union  ought  to  be  formed  be* 
tween  thefc  two  nations.  For  this  purpofe  I  bav? 
examined  the  nature  of  the  connexion  intended 
to  be  formed,  agreeable  to  the  outlines  laid  before 
his  Majefty  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
from  which  it  clearly  appears,  that  if  fuch  con* 
nexion  fhall  take  place,  every  diftinftncfe  in  re- 
venue, taxation  and  expenditure  now  fubfifling 
between  the  two  kingdoms  will  continue,  and  con- 
fequentiy,  that  they  will  not  be  thereby  identified. 
1  therefore  confider  myfelf  juftified  by  your 
Lord(hip*s  authority  in  afferting^  that  fuqh  Union 
ought  not  to  be  adopted ;  it  has  been  (hewn,  that 
the  great  objeflt  of  the  minifterin  the  pvirfuit  of 
this  meafure,  is  to  acquire  the  command  ovct 
the  purfe  of  Ireland.  This  will  be  procured  by 
the  Union,  through  the  immenfe  majority  of 
Britifli  members  in  the  unitedParliament.  Should 
an  Union  take  place,  Ireland  wjll  be  chargeable 
with  a  proportion  of  the  expenqes  of  the  empire, 
her  own  fmking  fund,  and  at  leaji  the  intereft  of 
her  own  debt.  Taxes  muft  neceffarily  be  laid  on 
for  providhig  for  fuch  expences  which  fhali  ex- 
tend  to  that  kingdom  only,  they  will  be  impofcd 
nominally  by  the  uuitpd  Parliament,  but  actually 
by  the  majority  of  Britifh  members  in  fuch  Par- 
iiairvcnt.     Of  the  taxes  thus  confined  to  Ireland  in 
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their  operation,  thofe  Britifli  members  will  not 
feel  the  prcffure,  nor  will  either  they  or  ibofe 
whom  they  reprefent  be  in  any  fprt  affeded  by  them. 
By  the  Conftitution  the  power  of  taxation  is 
lodged  in  thofe  who  are  to  pay  them,  the  people ; 
this  arrangement  fumiflies  a  fecurity,  that  fuch 
power  (hall  not  be  improperly  encreafed,  but  that 
conilitutional  check  will  here  be  undermined^  and 
the  people  of  Ireland  will  be.ts^^ed  by  the  reprefent' 
tathes  of  another  people,  who  do  not  participate 
in  the  burthens  they  impoje.  Although  unac- 
cuftomed  to  write,  I  have  ventured  to  lay  my 
thoughts  before  the  public,  in  the  plain  language 
of  common  fenfe  upon,  that  momentous  qiiieftion^^ 
which  rnuft  determine  whether  Ireland  (hall  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  a  free  Conftitution,  or  become  a 
province  of  Great  Britain.  I  fliall  now  with  air 
due  r^fpeffc  take  my  leave  of  your  Lord(hip,  re- 
lying upon  the  good  fenfe  of  my  Countrymen^ 
that  they  will  re(ift  this  ruinpus  meafure* 
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